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P  R  E  F  A  C  E. 

IT  would  be  a  bad  return  to  the  continu¬ 
ed  favours  we  experience  from  the  Pub¬ 
lic,  if  our  zeal  and  induftry  was  not  pro¬ 
portioned  to  the  importance  of  the  fubje&s 
on  which  we  treated,  and  to  their  intereft 
in  them.  The  tranfaftions  of  foreign  nati¬ 
ons,  however  general  or  extenfive  their 
confequences,  however  .connected  by  inte¬ 
reft  or  alliance  we  might  be  in  them,  or 
however  brilliant  the  matter  which  they 
afforded  for  hiftory,  are  not  only  of  a  fe- 
condary  but  very  remote  confideratipn, 
when  placed  in  any  degree  of  comparifon 
with  the  fubje£ts  of  which  we  now  treat. 
Our  public  affairs  are  unfortunately  at  pre- 
fent  the  hiftory  of  all  that  part  of  the  world 
which  affords  materials  for  any.  Britons, 
however  deeply,  are  not  alone  interefted  in 
the  confequences.  They  may  extend,  not 
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only  to  the  refined,  but  widely  into  the 
more  uncultivated  parts  of  the  Globe.  It 
therefore  behoved  us,  not  to  pals  through 
negligence,  omit  through  hurry,  or  render 
obfeure  by  an  ill-timed  brevity,  any  matter 
which  tended  to  the  elucidation  of  a  fubjeft, 
in  which  our  Readers  are  lb  immediately 
and  deeply  concerned.  The  time  of  pub¬ 
lication  was  with  us,  and  we  will  believe 
with  them,  by  no  means  the  principal  ob¬ 
ject  of  attention.  We  might  have  faved 
much  labour  and  time  by  publilhing  early, 
and,  of  courfe,  more  imperfectly. 

Our  Publisher  has  liberally  feconded  our 
views  in  affording  the  expence  confequent 
of  fo  great  an  extenfion  of  the  Hilforical 
Article.  He  thinks  he  cannot  do  too 
much  to  teilify  his  gratitude  to  the  Public, 
and  defires  we  would  obferve,  that  from  the 
abundance  of  matter  which  is  now  neeefla- 
rilv  difcufled,  it  trebles  in  extent  the  a- 
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mount  of  the  Hiftory  in  any  year  of  the 
late  war.  For  ourfelves,  if  we  have  the 
happinefs  to  experience  a  continuance  of 
that  approbation  with  which  we  have  been 
fo  long  honoured  by  the  Public,  it  will  be 
an  additional  fpur  to  our  future  induftry, 
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CHAP.  I. 

Retr  of pe  Stive  view  of  American  affairs  in  the  year  1775.  Motives  which 
led  to  the  invafton  of  Canada .  Forts  of  Chamhle  and  St.  'John  taken. 
Montreal  taken.  General  Carleton  retires  to  Quebec .  Armed  vefjels 
furrender.  Arnold  appears  before  Quebec.  Is  joined  by  General  Mont¬ 
gomery  ,  The  City  fummoned.  Siege.  Attempt  to  take  Quebec  by  ef- 
calade.  Montgomery  killed.  Arnold  wounded.  Rebels  retire  from 
before  the  walls. 


/%  S  the  hopes  of  a  reconci- 
r-\  liation  with  the  mother 
country,  upon  the  condi¬ 
tions  claimed  by  the  Americans, 
became  more  faint,  fo  they  grew 
more  daring  in  their  defigns,  and 
extended  their  views  to  the  remote 
conferences,  as  well  as  to  the  im¬ 
mediate  conduct  of  a  war.  The  ap¬ 
parent  tendency,  and  avowed  de- 
Vol,  XIX,  1776. 


fign  of  the  Quebec  a6t,  had  early 
drawn  their  attention  and  awakened 
their  apprehenfions,  in  relation 
to  the  dangers  with  which  they 
were  threatened  from  that  quarter. 
Thefe  apprehenfions  produced  the 
addrefs  to  the  French  inhabitants 
of  Canada,  of  which  we  have  for¬ 
merly  taken  notice. 

The  fuccefs  which  attended  the 
[  A\  expc- 
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expedition  to  the  Lakes,  with  the 
reduction  of  /Ticonderoga  and 
Crown-Point,  in  the  beginning  of 
the  fummer  1775,  by  which,  it 
might  be  fai<£,  that  the  gates  of 
Canada  were  thrown  open,  render¬ 
ed  the  affairs  of  that  country  more 
immediately  interefting,  and  encou¬ 
raged  the  Congrefs  to  a  bold  mea- 
fure,  which  they  would  not  other- 
wife  perhaps  have  ventured  upon. 
This  was  no  lefs  than  the  fending 
of  a  force  for  the  invafion  and  re¬ 
duction  of  that  country. 

A  meafure  of  fo  extraordinary  a 
nature  required  the  moft  ferious 
confideratiou.  The  commencing 
of  an  offenfive  war  with  the  fove- 
reign,  was  a  new  and  perilous  un¬ 
dertaking.  It  feemed  totally  to 
change  the  nature  of  the  ground  on 
which  they  flood  in  the  prefent  dis¬ 
pute.  Gppofition  to  government 
had  hitherto  been  conducted  on 
the  apparent  defign  and  avowed 
^principle  only,  of  fupporting  and 
defending  certain  rights  and  im¬ 
munities  of  the  people,  which 
were  fuppofed,  or  pretended,  to 
be  unjuftly  invaded.  Oppofition, 
Or  even  refiilance,  in  fuch  a  cafe, 
fuppofing  the  premifes  to  be  fairly 
dated,  is  thought  by  many  to  be 
entirely  confident  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  Britifh  conditution  ; 
and  this  opinion  is  faid  to  have 
received  the  fanCtipn  of  precedents 
of  the  fird  authority.  At  any  rate, 
the  quedions  in  difpute  were  of 
fuch  a  nature,  that  mankind  might 
for  ever  be  divided  in  opinion,  as 
to  the  matter  of  right  or  wrong, 
judice  or  injudice,  oppreflion  or 
good  government.  But  to  render 
themfelves  at  once  the  aggreflors, 
and  not  content  with  vindicating 
their  own  real  or  pretended  rights, 
to  fly  wantonly  in  the  Lee-  of  the 


fovereign,  carry  war  into  his  domL 
nions,  and  invade  a  province  to 
which  they  could  lay  no  claim,  nor 
pretend  no  right,  feemed  fuch  an 
outrage,  as  not  only  overthrew 
every  plea  of  judifiable  refidance,. 
but  would  militate  with  the  efla- 
blifhed  opinions,  principles,  and 
feelings  of  mankind  in  general. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  danger 
was  prefling  and  great.  The  ex¬ 
traordinary  powers  placed  in  the 
hands  of  General  Carleton,  the 
Governor  of  Canada,  by  a  late 
commifiion,  were  new,  alarming, 
and  evidently  pointed  out  the  pur- 
pofes  for  which  they  were  granted. 
By  thefe  he  was  authorized  to  em¬ 
body  and  arm  the  Canadians,  to 
march  them  out  of  the  country  for 
the  fubjugation  of  the  other  colo¬ 
nies,  and  to  proceed  even  to  capi¬ 
tal  punifhments,  againff  all  thofs, 
and  in  all  places,  whom  he  fhould 
deem  rebels  and  oppofers  of  the 
laws.  The  drong  powers  of  go¬ 
vernment  which  he  alfo  podeffed 
within  his  province,  were  equal  to 
thofe  of  the  mod  arbitrary  Euro¬ 
pean  Monarchs,  and  had  been 
already  felt  both  by  the  Englifh 
and  French  fubje&s.  Thus,  though 
the  Canadians  had  hitherto  refufed 
to  be  embodied,  or  to  march  upon 
any  terms  out  of  the  province,  it 
was  eafily  feen,  that  as  foon  as  the 
Gol  ernor’s  authority  was  fupported 
by  the  arrival  of  a  body  of  Englifh 
forces,  they  would  be  obliged  im¬ 
plicitly  to  obey  him,  as  well  in 
that,  as  all-  other  matters.  He  had 
befides,  already  engaged  a  confi- 
derable’  number  of  the  Canada 
and  other  Indians  in  his  fervice, 
and  if  his  arms  once  became  pre¬ 
dominant,  the  defire  of  fpoil  and 
blood  would  bring  them  in  crowds 
from  the  remoteff  defarts  to  hi? 

'affiftance* 
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affiftance;  Befides,  they  were  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with,  and  there¬ 
fore  had  every  thing  to  dread,  from 
the  zeal,  the  fpirit  of  enterprizc, 
and  the  military  talents,  of  that 
able  and  refolute  officer. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  connder- 
ing  a  war  not  only  as  inevitable, 
but  as  already  begun,  they  deemed 
it  inconfiftent  with  reafon  and  po¬ 
licy,  to  wait  to  be  attacked  by  a 
formidable  force  at  their  backs,  in 
the  very  inflant  that  their  utmoft 
exertions  would  be  requihte,  and 
probably  infufficient,  for  the  pro- 
te&ion  of  their  capital  cities  and 
coafts,  again!!  the  refentment  of 
the  mighty  power  whom  they  had 
fo  grievoufly  offended,  and  with 
whom  they  were  entering  into  fo 
untried  and  ardous  a  contef!. 
They  argued,  that  preventing  the 
known  hoftile  intentions  of  an  ene¬ 
my,  by  foreftalling  his  defigris  ere 
they  could  be  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion,  was  as  much  a  matter  of  felf- 
defence,  and  lefs  cruel,  than  wait¬ 
ing  to  be  attacked  by  him  under 
every  difadvantage,  and  when  he 
had  arrived  at  his  utmoft  force. 
There  was  no  natural  law,  nor 
convention  among  mankind,  by 
which  aperfon  was  bound  to  be  a 
funple  and  inactive  looker-on,  while 
his  enemy  was  loading  a  gun  for 
his  definition  ;  was  he  to  wait  till 
the  execution  took  place,  for  fear 
he  ffiould  be  deemed  an  aggreffor  ? 
Queftions  incafuiftry,  however  edi¬ 
fying  upon  other  occafions,  have 
nothing  to  do  in  circumftances 
upon  which  the  fate  of  nations  de¬ 
pend.  Were  they  only  to  feek  a 
femedy,  when  the  favages  had  pe¬ 
netrated  into  their  country,  and 
the  fury  of  the  flames  which  con- 
fumed  their  fcttlements,  were  only 
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retarded  by  the  blood  of  their  wo¬ 
men  and  infants  ? 

The  Congrefs  were  alio  fenfible, 
that  they  had  already  gone  fuch 
lengths  as  could  only  be  juftified 
by  arms.  The  fword  was  already 
drawn,  and  the  appeal  made.  It 
was  too  late  now  to  look  back,  and 
to  waver  would  be  certain  deilruc- 
tion.  If  a  certain  degree  of  fuccefs 
did  riot  afford  a  fanftion  to  their 
refiftance,  and  difpofe  the  court  of 
Great- Britain  to  an  accommoda¬ 
tion  upon  lenient  terms,  they 
Would  not  only  loofe  thofe  immuni¬ 
ties  for  which  they  at  prefect  con¬ 
tended,  but  all  others  would  lie  at 
the  mercy  of  a  jealous  and  irritated 
government.  In  fuch  a  ftate,  their 
moderation  in  the  firigle  inftance 
of  Canada,  they  thought,  would 
be  a  poer  plea  for  cornpaffion  or 
indulgence. 

The  knowledge  they  had  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  and  the 
temper  of  the  people  in  Canada, 
alfo  contributed  much  to  encourage 
them  in  this  enterpfize.  They 
knew  that  that  French  inhabitants, 
excepting  the  nobleffe  and  clergy, 
were  in  general  as  much  difcori- 
tented  at  the  overthrow  of  the 
Englifh  laws,  and  the  introdu&ion 
of  the  prefent  fyftem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  as  even  the  Britifh  fettlers. 
It  feemed  therefore  probable,  that 
this  difcontent,  operating  with  the 
rooted  averfion  which  they  bore  to 
their  ancient  proud  and  oppreffive 
tyrants,  the  nobleffe,  or  lords  of  the 
manors,  and  the  mortal  dread  which 
they  entertained  of  being  again  re¬ 
duced  to  their  former  ftate  of  feudal 
and  military  vaffalage,  would  in¬ 
duce  them  to  confder  the  Provin¬ 
cials  rather  as  friends  than  inva¬ 
ders,  and  to  embrace  fo  favourable 
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an  opportunity  of  obtaining  a  lhare 
in  that  freedom  for  which  they 
were  contending.  Though  they 
were  perfectly  unacquainted  with 
the  nature  of  the  particular  con- 
iroverfy,  and  little  intereif ed  in  it, 
it  feemed  to  be  for  freedom,  and 
American  freedom,  and  the  name 
was  plealing.  It  was  in  favour  of 
colonies  ;  and  Canada  was  a  co¬ 
lony. 

'  The  Congrefs  accordingly  deter¬ 
mined  not  to  lofe  the  prefent  fa¬ 
vourable  opportunity,  while  the 
Britilh  arms  were  weak  and  cooped 
up  in  Bolton,  for  attempting  the 
reduction  of  that  province.  The 
Generals  Schuyler  and  Montgo¬ 
mery,  with  two  regiments  of  New- 
York  militia,  a  body  of  New- 
England  men,  and  fome  others, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  near 
3000  men,  were  appointed  to  this 
fervice.  A  number  of  bateaux,  or 
fiat  boats,  were  built  at  Ticonde- 
xoga  and  Crown-Point,  to  convey 
the  forces  along  Lake  Champlain  to 
the  River  Sorel,  which  forms  the 
entrance  into  Canada,  and  is  com- 
yofed  of  the  furplus  waters  of  the 
lakes,  which  it  difcharges  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  would  af¬ 
ford  a  happy  communication  between 
both,  were  it  not  for  fome  rapids 
that  obftruCt  the  navigation. 

Not  above  half  the  forces  were 
yet  arrived,  when  Montgomery, 
who  was  at  Crown -Point,  received 
fome  intelligence  which  rendered 
him  apprehenlive  that  a  fchooner 
of  conliderable  force,  with  fome 
other  armed  velfels',  which  lay  at 
the  fort  of  St.  John’s,  on  the  river 
Sorel,  were  preparing  to  enter  the 
lake,  and  thereby  effectually  ob¬ 
ftruCt  their  paflage.  He  thereupon, 
in  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  pro¬ 
ceeded  with  fuch  force  as  he  had 


to  the  ifle  Aux  Noix,  which  lies  rn 
the  entrance  of  the  river,  and  took 
necelfary  meafures  to  guard  againft 
the  palfage  of  thofe  velfels  into 
the  lake.  Schuyler,  who  at  that; 
time  commanded  in  chief,  having 
alfo  arrived  from  Albany,  they  pub- 
lilhed  a  declaration  to  encourage  the 
Canadians  to  join  them,  and  with 
the  fame  hope  or  def  gn,  pulhed  on 
to  the  fort  of  St.  John,  which  lies 
only  about  a  dozen  miles  from  the 
illand.  The  fire  from 
the  fort,  as  well 
as  the  ftrong  appearances  of  force 
and  refinance  which  they  obferved, 
occafioned  their  landing  at  a  eonli- 
derable  difiance,  in  a  country  com- 
pofed  of  thick  woods,  deep  fwamps 
and  interfered  with  creeks  and  wa¬ 
ters.  In  this  fituation  they  were 
vigoroufly  attacked  by  a  conlide¬ 
rable  body  of  Indians,  who  did  not 
negleCt  the  advantages  which  they 
derived  from  it ;  along  with  which, 
finding  that  the  fort  was  well 
garrifoned  and  provided,  they 
found  it  necelfary  the  next  day  to 
return  to  their  former  ftation  on 
the  illand,  and  to  defer  their  ope¬ 
rations  until  the  arrival  of  the  artil¬ 
lery  and  reinforcements  which 
were  expeCted. 

Schuyler  upon  this  retreat  re¬ 
turned  to  Albany,  to  conclude  a 
treaty  which  he  had  for  fome  time 
been  negociating  with  the  Indians 
in  that  quarter,  and  found  himfelf 
afterwards  lo  occupied  by  bufinefs, 
or  broken  in  upon  by  illnefs,  that 
the  whole  weight  and  danger  of 
the  Canada  war  fell  upon  Mont¬ 
gomery,  a  man  moft  eminently 
qualified  for  any  military  fervice. 
His  firft  meafure  was  to  detach 
thofe  Indians  who  had  joined 
General  Carleton  from  his  fer¬ 
vice,  and  being,  (Lengthened  by 

the 
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the  arrival  of  his  reinforcements 
and  artillery,  he  prepared  to  lay 
fiege  to  the  fort  of  St.  John. 
This  fort  was  garrifoned  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  7th  and  26th  re¬ 
giments,  being  nearly  all  the  regu¬ 
lar  troops,  then  in  Canada  ;  and 
was  well  piovided  with  (lores,  am¬ 
munition,  and  artillery. 

The  provincial  parties  were 
fpread  over  the  adjacent  country, 
and  were  every  where  received  with 
open  arms  by  the  Canadians,  who 
befides  joining  them  in  confider- 
able  numbers,  gave  them  every 
poffible  alliftance,  whether  in  car¬ 
rying  on  the  (iege,  removing  their 
artillery,  or  fupplying  them  with 
provifions  and  neceflaries.  In  this 
(late  of  things,  the  adventurer 
Ethan  Allen,  who  without  any 
commiffion  from  the  Congrefs,  had 
a  principal  (hare  in  the  original 
expedition  to  the  lakes,  and  the 
capture  of  the  forts,  and  who  fince, 
under  the  title  of  colonel,  feems 
rather  to  have  acted  as  a  partizan, 
than  as  obedient  -to  any  regular 


command,  thought  to  (ignalize, 
and  raife  himfelf  into  importance, 
by  furprizing  the  town  of  Mon¬ 
treal.  This  ra(h  enterprize  he 
undertook  at  the  head  of  a  fmall 
party  of  Englifh  Provincials  and 
Canadians,  without  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  commander  in  chief, 
or  the  alliftance,  which  he  might 
have  procured,  from  fome  of  the 
other  detached  parties.  The  event 
was  fuitable  to  the  temerity  of  the 
undertaking.  Being  met  at  fome 
diftance  from  the  town,  by  the  mi¬ 
litia,  under  the  command  of  Eng- 
lifh  officers,  and  fuppoited  by  the 
few  regulars  who  were  in  the 

,  place,  he  was  de- 
bept.  2Cth.  r  j  11 
r  J  reated  and  taken 

prifoner,  with  near  forty  of  his 


party,  the  reft  who  furvived  es¬ 
caping  in  the  woods.  Allen,  with 
his  fellow-prifoners,  were  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Carleton’s  orders  loaded  with 
irons,  and  fent  in  that  condition 
on  board  a  man  of  war  to  Eng¬ 
land,  from  whence,  however,,  they 
were  in  fome  time  remanded  back 
to  America. 

The  progrefs  of  Montgomery 
was  for  fome  time  retarded  by  a 
want  of  ammunition  fufficient  for 
carrying  on  a  (iege  ;  which  of  all 
operations  demands  the  greateft 
fupply  of  powder  and  ball.  The 
fort  of  St.  John’s,  which  commands 
the  entrance  into  Canada,  could 
not  be  reduced  without  a  tolerable 
provifion  of  that  kind.  A  fortu¬ 
nate  event  dilengaged  him  from 
this  difficulty.  A  little  fort  called 
Ch amble  lay  deeper  in  the  country, 
and  feemed  covered  by  St.  John’s. 
It  was  garrifoned  by  a  fmall  de- 
tatchment  of  the  7th  regiment,  and 
was  in  no  very  defenfible  condi¬ 
tion.  To  this  he  turned  his  firft: 
thoughts,  and  by  pulhing  forward 
a  partyjoined  by  fome  Canadians, 
he  eafily  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
that  fort.  Here  he  found  confider- 
able  (lores  ;  but  the  article  of 
greateft  confequence  to  him  was 
the  gunpowder,  which  they  were 
much  diftreft'ed  for  ;  and  of  which 
they  took  above  120  barrels.  This 
acqUifition  facilitated  the  (iege  of 
St.  John’s,  which  had  languiffied 
for  want  of  ammunition. 

The  garrifon  of  St.  John’s,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Prefton, 
amounted  to  between  6  and  700 
men, of  whichabout  500  wereregu- 
lars,  and  the  reft  Canadian  volun¬ 
teers.  They  endured  the  diflicul- 
ties  and  hardlhips  of  a  very  long 
fiege,  augmented  by  a  fcarcity  of 
provifions,  with  unabating  conftancy 
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and  refolution.  In  tfte  mean 
time,  General  Carleton  was  inde¬ 
fatigable  in  his  endeavours  to  raife 
a  force  fufficient  for  its  relief.  At¬ 
tempts  had  been  for  feme  time 
made  by  Colonel  M’Lean,  for 
railing  a  Scotch  regiment,  under 
the  title  of  Royal  Highland  Emi¬ 
grants,  to  be  coinpofed  of  natives 
of  that  country  who  had  lately  ar¬ 
rived  in  America,  and  who  in 
confequence  of  the  troubles  had 
not  obtained  fettlements.  With 
thefc,  and  fome  Canadians,  to  the 
amount  of  a  few  hundred  men, 
the  Colonel  was  polled.  near  the 
junction  of  the  Sore!  with  the  river 
;St.  Lawrence.  The  General  was 
at  Montreal,  where,  with  the 
greated  difficulty,  and  by  every 
poflihle  means' he  had  got  toge¬ 
ther  near  a  thoufand  men,  com- 
pbfed  principally  of  Canadians, 
with  a  few  regulars,  and  fome 
Engliffi  officers  and  volunteers. 
With  thefe  he  intended  a  junction 
with  M’Lean,  arid  then  to  have 
marched  directly  to  the  relief  of 
St.  John’s. '  But  upon  his  attempt¬ 
ing  to  pafs  over  from  the  ifland '  of 
Montreal,  he  was  encountered  at 
Longueil  by  a  party  of  the  Pro¬ 
vincials,  who  eadly  repulfed  the 
Canadians,  and  put  a  dop  to  the 
Whole  defign.  '  Another  party  had 
puffied  M’Lean  towards  the  mouth 
of  the  Sorel,  where  the  Canadians 
having  received  advice  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor’s  defeat,  immediately  aban¬ 
doned  him  to  a  man,  and  he  was 
obliged  to  make  the  bed  of  his 
way  to  Quebec,  with  the  emi¬ 
grants. 

In  the  mean  time,  Montgomery 
puffied  on  the  liege  of  St.  Iohn’s 
with  great  vigour,  had  advanced 
his  works  very  near  the  body  of 
the  fort,  and  was  making  prepara¬ 


tions  for  a  general  aflault.  Nor 
was  there  lefs  alacrity  ffiewn  in  the 
defence,  the  fpirit  as  well  as  the 
lire  of  the  garrifon  being  equally 
fupported  to  the  lad.  In  this  date 
of  things,  an  account  of  the  fuc- 
cefs  at  Longueil,  accompanied  by 
the  prifoners  who  were  taken,  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  camp,  upon  which 
Montgomery  fent  a  flag  and  a  letter 
by  one  of  them  to  Major  Prelion, 
hoping,  that  as  all  means  of  relief 
were  now  cut  off  by  the  Governor’s 
defeat,  he  would,  by  a  timely  fur- 
render  of  the  fort,  prevent  that  far¬ 
ther  effufion  of  blood,  which  a 
fruitlefs  and  obdinate  defence  mud 
neeelTarily  occafion. 

The  major  endeavoured  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  few  days  time  in  hopes  of 
being  relieved ;  but  this  was  re- 
fa  fed,  on  account  of  the  latenefs 
and  feverity  of  the  feafon  ;  he  alfo 
endeavoured,  in  fettling  the  terms 
of  capitulation,  to  obtain  liberty 
for  the  garrifon  to  depart  for  Great 
Britain,  which  proved  equally 
fruitlefs,  and  they  were  obliged, 
after  being  allowed  the  honours 
of  war  on  account  of  their  brave 
defence,  to  lay  down  their  arms, 

arid  furrender  themfelves  T  , 
■r  m  Nov.  3d. 

pnioners.  Ihey  were  . 

allowed  their  baggage  and  effects, 

the  officers  to  wear  their  fwords. 


and  their  other  arms  to  be  pre- 
lerved  for  them  till  the  troubles 
were  at'  an  end.  In  all  tranfaclions 
with  our  forces,  Montgomery  writ? 
fpoke,  and  behaved  with  that  at- 

1.  ' 

tention,  regard,  and  politenefs, 
to  both  private  men  and  officers, 
which  might  be  expefted  from  a 
man  of  worth'  and  honour,  who 
found  himfelf  involved  in  an  un¬ 
happy  quarrel  with  his  friends  and 
countrymen.  All  the  prifoners 
were  fent  up  the  Lakes  by  the  way 

of 
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of  Ticonderoga,  to  thofc  interior 
parts  of  the  colonies  which  were 
bell  adapted  to  provide  for  their 
reception  and  fecurity.  The  Pro¬ 
vincials  found  a  considerable  quan¬ 
tity  of  artillery  and  ufe'ful  (lores  in 
the  place. 

Upon  M’Lean’s  retreat  to 
Quebec,  the  party  who  had  re¬ 
duced  him  to  that  necefftty,  imme¬ 
diately  erected  batteries  on  a  point 
of  land  at  the  junction  of  the  Sorel 
with  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  in  or¬ 
der  to  prevent  the  efcape  down  the 
latter  of  a  number  of  armed  veffels, 
which  General  Carleton  had  at 
Montreal  ;  they  alfo  condru&ed 
armed  rafts  and  floating  batteries 
for  the  fame  purpofe.  Thefe  mea¬ 
sures  effectually  prevented  the  paf- 
fage  of  General  Carleton’s  arma¬ 
ment  to  Quebec,  which  were  not 
only  foiled  in  Several  attempts, 
but  purfued,  attacked,  and  driven 
from  their  anchors  up  the  river  by 
the  Provincials  ;  fo  that  as  General 
Montgomery  approached  Montreal 
immediately  after  the  Surrender  of 
St.  John’s,  the  Governor’s  Situa¬ 
tion,  whether  in  the  town  or 
aboard  the  veffels,  became  equally 
critical. 

This  danger  was  Soon  increafed 
By  the  arrival  of  General  Mont¬ 
gomery  at  Montreal,  where  a  ca¬ 
pitulation  was  propofed  by  the 
principal  French  and  Englifh  inha¬ 
bitants,  including  a  kind  of  gene¬ 
ral  treaty,  which  Montgomery  re- 
fufed,  as  they  were  in  no  (late  of 
defence  to  entitle  them  to  a  capi¬ 
tulation,  and  were  unable  to  fulfil 
the  conditions  on  their  part.  He, 
however,  gave  them  a  written  an- 
fwer,  in  which  he  declared,  That 
the  continental  army  having  a  ge¬ 
nerous  difdain  of  every  a<5t  of  op- 
preflion  and  violence,  and  having 
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come  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of 
giving  liberty  and  fecurity,  he, 
therefore,  engaged  his  honour  to 
maintain,  in  the  peaceable  poffef- 
fion  of  their  property  of  every 
kind,  the  individuals  and  religious 
communities  of  the  city  of  Mon¬ 
treal.  He  engaged  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  all  the  inhabitants  in  the 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion  ; 
hoped  that  the  civil  and  religious 
rights  of  all  the  Canadians  would 
be  eftablifhed  upon  the  moil:  perma¬ 
nent  footing  by  a  provincial  con- 
grefs  ;  promiied  that  courts  of 
juftice  fhouid  be  Speedily  edablifh- 
ed  upon  the  mod  liberal  plan,  con¬ 
formable  to  the  Britifh  Conftitu- 
tion  ;  and,  in  general,  complied 
with  other  articles,  fo  far  as  they 
were  confident,  and  in  his  power. 
This  fecurity  being  Noy_  h- 
given  to  the  people,  J 

his  troops  took  poffeffion  of  the 
town. 

Nothing  could  now  afford  the 
flighted  hope  of  the  prefervation 
of  any  part  of  Canada  -but  the 
latenefs  of  the  feafon.  Whether 
through  inability  for  fo  great  an 
enterprize,  or  from  difference  of 
opinion,  the  invafion  of  that  pro¬ 
vince  was  not  undertaken  until 
the  feafon  for  military  operations 
was  nearly  pafied.  To  balance 
this,  there  remained  but  an  hand¬ 
ful  of  regular  troops  in  Canada, 
and  the  taking  of  General  Carle- 
ton,  which  feemed  nearly  certain, 
would  have  rendered  its  fate  inevi¬ 
table.  Fortune,  however,  deter¬ 
mined  otherwife,  and  at  the  time 
that  all  hopes  of  the  armed  veffels 
being  able  to  get  down  the  river 
were  given  up,  and  that  Montgo¬ 
mery  was  preparing  bateaux  with 
light  artillery  at  Montreal  to  at¬ 
tack  them  on  that  fide,  and  force 

[4]  4  them 


8]  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


them  down  upon  the  batteries, 
means  were  fuccefsfully  taken  for 
conveying  the  Governor  in  a  dark 
night,  in  a  boat  with  muffled  pad¬ 
dles,  pad  the  enemies  guards  and 
batteries,  and  he  arrived  fafely  at 
Quebec,  which  he  found  environed 
with  danger  from  an  unexpected 
-quarter.  As  it  was  impracticable 
to  fave  the  fflips,  General  Prefcot 
was  obliged  to  enter  into  a  capi¬ 
tulation  with  the  Provincials,  by 
which  the  whole  of  the  river  navgl 
force,  confiding  of  eleven  armed 
yedels,  was  furiendered  into 
their  hands,  the  General  himfelf, 
with  feyeral  other  officers,  fome 
gentlemen  in  die  civil  department, 
Canadian  volunteers,  and  near 
120  KngKfh  foldiers,  all  of  whom 
had  taken  refuge  on  board  upon  the 
approach  of  General  Montgomery 
to  Montreal,  becoming  prifoners  of 
war. 

Whild  the  Provincials  were  thus 
carrying  on  the  war  in  dJpper  Ca¬ 
nada  from  the  New-York  fide,  and 
by  the  old  beaten  courfe  of  the 
Lakes,  an  expedition,  confider- 
ably  didinguifiied  by^jts  novelty, 
fpirit,  enterprize,  by  the  difficul¬ 
ties  that  oppofed,  and  the  con- 
dancy  that  fucceeded  in  its  execu¬ 
tion,  was  undertaken  direCtly 
againd  the  lower  part  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  and  the  city  of  Quebec,  from 
the  New-England  fide,  by  a  route 
which  had  hitherto  been  untried, 
and  conlidered  as  impracticable. 
This  expedition  was  undertaken  by 
Colonel  Arnold,  who  about  the 
middle  of  September,  at  the  head 
of  two  regiments,  confiding  of 
about  1100  men,  marched  from 
the  camp  near  Boffon,  to  New¬ 
bury- Port,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Merrimack,  where  yeficls 
“t'ere  in  readinefs  to  convey  them 


by  fea  to  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Kennebec,  in  New-Hampffiire  ;  a 
voyage  of  about  forty  leagues. 

On  the  2  2d  of  the  fame  month 
they  embarked  their  Bores  and 
troops  in  200  batteaux,  at  Gardi¬ 
ner’s  Town,  on  the  Kennebec, 
and  proceeded  with  great  difficulty 
up  that  river,  having  a  rapid 
dream,  with  a  rocky  bottom  and 
ffiores,  continually  interrupted  by 
falls  and  carrying  places,  with 
numberlefs  other  impediments  to 
encounter.  In  this  paffage  the 
batteaux  were  frequently  filled 
with  water,  or  overfet ;  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  a  part  of  tfiffir 
arms,  ammunition,  and  provifions 
were  fometimes  loll;.  At  the  nu¬ 
merous  carrying  places,  befides  the 
labour  of  loading  and  reloading, 
they  were  obliged  to  convey  the 
boats  on  their  ffioujders.  The 
great  carrying  place  was  above 
twelves  miles  acrofs.  That  part  of 
the  detatchment  which  was  not  em¬ 
ployed  in  the  batteaux,  marched 
along  the  banks  of  the  river,  and 
the  boats  and  men  being  difpofed 
in  three  divifions,  each  divifion 
encamped  together  every  night. 
Nor  was  the  march  by  land  more 
eligible  than  the  pafiage  by  y/ater. 
They  had  thick  woods,  deep 
fwamps,  difficult  mountains,  and 
precipices,  alternately  to  encoun¬ 
ter,  and  were  at  times  obliged  to 
cut  their  way  for  miles  together 
through  the  thickets.  At  the  car¬ 
rying  places  they  were  obliged  to 
traverfe  the  fame  ground  feveral 
times  heavy  loaded*  From  all 
tkefe  impediments  their  progrefs 
was  of  courfe  very  flow,  being  in 
general  only  from  four  or  five  to 
nine  or  ten  miles  a  day.  The 
conftant  fatigue  and  labour  caufed. 
many  to  fall  fiek,  which  added  to 

their 
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thei?  difficulties,  and  provifions 
grew  at  length  fo  fcarce,  that  fomc 
of  the  men  eat  their  dogs,  and 
whatever  elfe  of  any  kind  that 
could  be  converted  to  food. 

When  they  arrived  at  the  head 
of  the  Kennebec,  they  fent  back 
their  lick,  and  one  of  the  Colonels 
took  that  opportunity  of  returning 
with  his  divifion,  under  pretence 
of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  or  knowledge  of 
the  Commander  in  Chief,  who  had 
marched  forwards.  By  this  defer- 
tion,  and  the  lick  that  were  re¬ 
turned,  Arnold’s  detachment  was 
reduced  about  one  third  from  its 
original  number.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  proceeded  with  their  ufual 
confkmcy;  and  having  crolied  the 
heights  of  land,  as  a  ridge  that  ex¬ 
tends  quite  through  the  conti¬ 
nent  is  called,  and  from  whence 
the  waters  on  either  fide,  take 
courfes  direftly  contrary  to  thofe 
on  the  other,  they  at  length  ar¬ 
rived  at  the_  head  of  the  river 
Chandiere,  which  running  through 
Canada,  falls  into  the  river  St. 
Tawrence,  near  Quebec.  Their 
difficulties  now  were  growing  to 
an  end,  and  they  foon  approached 
the  inhabited  parts  of  Canada; 
on  the  3d  of  November,  a  party 
which  they  had  puffied  forward  re¬ 
turned  with  provifions,  and  they 
foon  after  came  to  a  houfe,  being 
the  firlf  they  had  beheld  for  thirty- 
(tne  days,  having  fpent  that  whole 
time  in  jxaverfing  an  hideous  wil- 
dernefs,  without  ever  meeting  any 
thing  human. 

The  Canadians  received  them 
here  with  the  fame  good-will  that 
Montgomery’s  corps  had  experi¬ 
enced  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Montreal ;  they  lupplied  them 
liberally  with  provifions  and  ne- 


ceffiiries,  and  rendered  them  every 
other  afliftance  in  their  power. 
Arnold  immediately  pubiifhed  an 
addrefs  to  the  people  figned  by 
General  Walhington,  of  the  fame 
nature  with  that  which  had  been 
before  iffued  by  Schuyler  and 
Montgomery.  They  were  in¬ 
vited  to  join  with  the  other  colo¬ 
nies  in  an  indiffoluble  union. 
To  range  themfelves  under  the 
flandard  of  general  liberty.  They 
were  informed,  that  the  armament 
was  fent  into  the  province,  not  to 
plunder,  but  to  protect  and  ani¬ 
mate  them;  that  they  themfelves 
were  enioined  to  aft,  and  to  con- 
fider  themfelves,  as  in  the  country 
of  their  bell:  friends;  they  were 
requeued,  therefore,  not  to  defert 
their  habitations,  nor  fly  from 
their  friends  ;  but  to  provide  them 
with  fuch  fupplies  as  their  country 
afforded;  and  he  pledged  himfelf 
for  their  fafety  and  fecurity,  as 
well  as  for  an  ample  compenfa- 
tion. 

The  city  of  Quebec  was  at  this 
time  in  a  date  of  great  weaknefs, 
as  well  as  internal  difeontent  and 
diforder.  The  Britifh  merchants 
and  inhabitants  had  been  long 
much  difgulled  and  diffiatisfied. 
Their  oppofition  to  the  Quebec 
Aft*  and  the  petitions  which  they 
had  fent  to  England  upon  that 
fubjeft,  had  been  grievoully  re- 
fented  by  their  own  government; 
and  from  that  period,  they  had,  as 
the  difeontented  laid  not  only 
been  flighted  and  treated  with  in¬ 
difference  ;  but  even  regarded  with 
an  apparent  eye  of  diffruft  and  fu- 
fpicion.  They  complained,  that 
as  the  great  political  objeft  in  that 
country,  was  to  attach  the  native 
Canadians  inviolably  to  govern¬ 
ment,  fo  the  French  nobleffe,  and 

civil 
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civil  officers,  became,  excepting 
the  Britiffi  military,  the  only  fa¬ 
vourites  ;  and  thefe  having  foon 
acquired  the  manners  and  afFe&a- 
tions  of  all  other  courtiers  and  fa¬ 
vourites,  palled  no  occafion  to  in- 
fult  the  Englifh  as  malcontents, 
with  the  violence  of  their  zeal,  and 
the  outrageoulhefs  of  their  loyalty. 
They  reprefented,  that  thefe  new 
courtiers  indudrioufly  brought  up 
queftions  upon  public  affairs,  and 
difcourfes  upon  government  in 
their  company,  and  then  condrued 
that  freedom  of  opinion,  which 
the  native  Englifh  had  derived  from 
nature  and  habit,  as  well  as  from 
prefent  dilcontent,  as  proceeding 
from  real  ill  defign  and  difaffection. 
There  needs  not  a  flronger  proof 
how  little  they  were  trufied  or  re¬ 
garded,  than  that  when  the  troops 
were  fent  off  to  Montreal  and  the 
Sorel  to  oppofe  the  rebels,  notwith- 
danding  the  very  alarming  hate  of 
public  affairs,  and  that  the  city, 
together  with  the  large  property 
which  they  podefied  in  it,  were 
left  expofed  without  a  garrifon; 
yet  their  application  for  leave  to 
be  embodied  as  a  militia  for  its 
defence,  fo  far  from  being  com¬ 
plied  with,  was  not  even,  as  they 
affirmed,  deemed  worthy  of  an 
anfwer.  How  much  of  this  repre- 
fentation  was  the  mere  effect  of 
difcontent,  we  cannot  undertake 
to  fay.  It  is  certain  that  great 
heartburnings  and  animalities  pre¬ 
vailed  among  the  Englifh  civil 
fubje&s  and  the  military  power  in 
that  government,  which  the  Que¬ 
bec  Adt  irritated  and  inflamed  to 
an  high  degree. 

Neither  does  it  appear  that  any 
great  reliance  could  be  placed  at 
that  time  upon  the  French  inhabi¬ 
tants  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 


Many  of  them  were  at  leaf!  waver¬ 
ing,  and  fome  worfe.  As  to  other 
matters,  there  were  no  troops  of 
any  fort  in  the  place,  until 
M’Lean’s  handful  of  new  raifed 
emigrants  arrived  from  the  Sorel. 
Some  marines  which  the  Governor 
had  fent  for  to  Bodon,  were  re* 
fufed  by  a  naval  council  of  war, 
from  the  latenefs  of  the  feafon, 

'  and  the  danger  of  the  navigation. 
The  militia,  however,  had  been 
lately  embodied  by  the  Lieute¬ 
nant-Governor. 

Such  was  the  date  of  vT  , 
affairs  at  Quebec,  when  °V*  ^ 
Arnold  and  his  party  appeared  at 
Point  Levi,  oppofite  the  town. 
The  river  was  fortunately  between 
them,  and  the  boats  fecured,  other- 
wife  it  feems  highly  probable  that 
they  would  have  become  maders 
of  the  place  in  the  fird  furprife  and 
confufion.  This  defedi  was  indeed 
remedied  in  a  few  days  by  the  ala¬ 
crity  of  the  Canadians,  who  fup- 
plied  them  with  canoes,  and  they 
effe&ed  their  paffage  in  a  dark 
night,  notwithdanding  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  the  armed  veffels  and  fri¬ 
gates  of  war  in  the  river.  But  the 
critical  moment  was  now  paffed. 
The  difcontented  inhabitants, 
Englifh  and  Canadians,  as  foon  as 
danger  preffed,  united  for  their 
common  defence.  They  became 
ferioufly  alarmed  for  the  immenfe 
property  which  Quebec  contained. 
They  defired  to  be,  and  were,  em¬ 
bodied  and  armed.  The  failors 
had  landed,  and  were  at  the  bat¬ 
teries  to  ferve  the  guns,  the  de¬ 
fendants  were  confiderably  fupe- 
rior  in  number  to  the  aflailants, 
and  Arnold  had  no  artillery.  In 
thefe  circumdance?,  his  only  hope 
mud  have  been  the  defection  of 
the  inhabitants ;  and  di (appointed 

in 
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iti  that,  nothing  remained  pradti- 
cable  for  him,  but  intercepting 
the  roads,  and  cutting  off  the  fup- 
plies,  until  the  arrival  of  Montgo¬ 
mery.  He  accordingly  paraded 
for  fome  days  on  the  heights  near 
the  town,  and  fent  two  flags  to 
fummon  the  inhabitants  ;  but  they 
were  fired  at,  and  no  meflage  ad¬ 
mitted;  upon  which,  he  at  length 
drew  off  his  detachment  into  quar¬ 
ters  of  refrefhment. 

In  the  mean  time,  Montgomery 
having  found  plenty  of  woollen 
manufactures,  and  other  articles  of 
wear,  at  Montreal,  took  that  op¬ 
portunity  of  new-cloathing  his 
troops,  who  had  fuffered  exceffive- 
ly  from  the  feverity  of  the  climate, 
the  deepnefs  of  the  roads,  and  the 
want  of  covering  fuitable  to  fuch 
circumdances.  Notwithffanding 
the  flattering  appearance  of  his  fuc- 
cefies,  the  fltuation  of  that  com¬ 
mander  was  far  from  being  envia¬ 
ble  ;  and  indeed  was  attended  with 
continual  and  growing  difficulties, 
that  nothing  lefs  than  his  own  ge¬ 
nius  could  furmount.  The  diffi¬ 
culty  of  conducing  and  governing 
an  army,  compofed  wholly  of  new 
foldiers,  and  thefe  led  diredtly 
from  their  civil  occupations  to  the 
field,  even  1  up  poling  them  railed 
in  old  countries',  and  where  fubor- 
dination  is  the  moil  perfectly  elf  a- 
jiiffied,  will  be  conceived  by  thofe 
perforis  who  are  the  leaf!  conver- 
fant  in  military  affairs.  But 
here  the  troops  were  compofed  of 
men  the  molf  unufed,  and  who  from 
principles,  habits,  and  manner  of 
life,  were  the  molf  averfe  to  every 
idea  of  fubordination,  of  any  ci¬ 
vilized  people  in  the  known 
world ;  they  were  to  be  trained  on 
through  numberlefs  wants  and 
dillrefles,  through  ftrange  and  de¬ 


fart  countries,  and  when  arrived  at 
the  fccne  of  aftion,  with  arms  in 
their  hands,  in  all  the  wantonnefs 
of  military  parade  and  novel 
power,  their  wants  were  to  be  en¬ 
dured,  their  appetites  reflrained, 
and  their  licentioufnefs  contrculcd, 
for  fear  of  alienating  the  affeftions 
of  the  Canadians,  while  every  ap¬ 
pearance  of  a  harfh  or  drift  mili¬ 
tary  difeipline  was  equally'  to  be 
avoided,  under  the  dread  of  their 
own  defeftion.  They  were  be- 
fides  only  enlilled  for  a  certain 
fhort  term,  according  to  the  ufual 
practice  of  the  colonies ;  and  as  the 
time  of  their  difeharge  now  drew 
near,  there  was  nothing  but  the 
name  of  their  leader,  and  affeftion 
to  his  perfon,  to  keep  them  longer 
together. 

General  Carleton  arrived  at 
Quebec  about  the  time  that  Ar¬ 
nold’s  detachment  had  retired 
from  its  neighbourhood,  and  im¬ 
mediately  took  fuch  meafures  for 
its  defence,  as  were  fuitable  to 
that  military  character  which  he 
had  long  eftablilhed.  His  firft  aft 
was  to  oblige  all  thofe  to  quit  the 
town  with  their  families,  who  re- 
fufed  to  take  up  arms  in  its  de¬ 
fence.  The  garrifon,  including 
all  orders  who  did  duty,  confided 
of  about  1 500  men,  a  number, 
fuppoling  them  even  the  bed 
troops,  totally  unequal  to  the  de¬ 
fence  of  fuch  extenlive  works,  if 
an  equal  weaknefs  had  not  pre¬ 
vailed  on  the  fide  of  the  befiegers. 
Of  thefe,  it  could  fcarcely  be  faid 
that  any  were  regulars,  M’Lean’s 
corps  being  newly  raifed,  and  the 
only  company  of  the  7th  regiment 
which  had  efcaped  being  taken, 
confiding  principally  of  recruits; 
the  red  were  compofed  of  the  Bri- 
tilh  and  French  militia,  a  few 

marines, 
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marines,  and  about  450  feamen,  any  effect  upon  the  inflexible  firm¬ 


belonging  to  the  King’s  frigates, 
and  to-  the  merchant  fliips  that  win¬ 
tered  in  the  harbour.  Thefe  laff, 
habituated  to  the  management  of 
great  guns,  and  to  prompt  ma¬ 
noeuvres,  were  the  real  flrength  of 
the  garrifon. 

Montgomery,  having  left  feme 
troops  in  Montreal  and  the  forts, 
and  font  detachments  into  differ- 
ent  parts  of  the  province,  to  en¬ 
courage  the  Canadians,  as  well  as 
to  forward  fupplies  of  provisions 
and  neceflaries,  pulhed  on  with  as 
many  men  as  could  be  fpared  from 
thefe  fervices,  and  fuch  artillery  as 
he  could  procure,  to  join  Arnold. 
Their  march  was  in  winter ; 
through  bad  roads,  in  a  fevere 
climate;  beneath  the  fall  of  the 
firft  fnows,  and  therefore  made 
under  great  hardfhips ;  which, 
however,  they  encountered  with 
equal  refolution ;  and  arrived  with 
incredible  expedition  at  Quebec. 

-p.  ,  Upon  their  arrival 

ec*  5t  *  before  the  town,  Mont¬ 
gomery  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
Governor,  magnifying  his  own 
flrength,  ftating  the  weaknefs  of 
the  garrifon,  (hewing  the  impoffi- 
bility  of  relief,  and  recommend¬ 
ing  an  immediate  furrender,  to 
avoid  the  dreadful  confequences 
which  mud  attend  a,  ftorm,  irri¬ 
tated  as,  he  faid,  his  victorious 
troops  were,  at  the  injurious  and 
cruel  treatment  which  they  had  in 
various  particulars  received  at  his 
hands.  Though  the  ffag  that  con¬ 
veyed  this' letter,  as  well  as  every 
other  was  fired  at,  and  all  com¬ 
munication  abfolutely  forbidden 
by  the  Governor,  Montgomery, 
found  other  means  to  convey  a  let¬ 
ter  of  the  fame  nature ;  but  neither 
threats  nor  dangers  could  produce. 


nefs  of  the  veteran  Governor. 

It  does  not  appear  that  Montgo¬ 
mery’s  forces  were  very  much  fu- 
perior  in  number  or  quality,  to 
thofe,  flich  as  they  were,  who  de¬ 
fended  the  town.  His  only  pro- 
fpedt  of  fuccefs  feemed  therefore  to 
be  founded  upon  the  imprefiion 
which  the  parade  of  his  prepara¬ 
tions,  and  the  violence  of  his  at¬ 
tacks  might  make  upon  the  motley 
garrifon,  or  if  thofe  failed,  to 
weary  them  out  by  continual  mo¬ 
tions  and  falfe  alarms.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  commenced  a  bombardment, 
with  five  (mail  mortars,  which 
continued  for  fome  days,  and 
might  have  beeen  fuppofed  to  have 
anlwered  the  former  of  thofe  in¬ 
tentions,  by  throwing  the  garrifon 
into  diforder;  but  the  intrepidity 
of  the  Governor,  feconded  by  the 
bravery,  indefatigable  induftry 
and  perfeverance  of  the  chief  offi¬ 
cers,  as  well  as  the  activity  of  the 
feamen  and  marines,  prevented 
the  expetffed  effedt.  We  muff;  do 
juftice  alfo  to  the  garrifon  in  gene¬ 
ral,  who  nobly  followed  the  ex¬ 
ample,  and  fupported  the  bravery 
of  their  commanders,  and  endured 
the  incommodities,  wants  and 
diftrefles,  incident  to  fo  long  a 
fiege,  joined  to  a  moil  grievouffy 
fevere  and  unremitted  duty,  with 
wonderful  conftancy  and  refolu¬ 
tion. 

In  a  few  days  Montgomery 
opened  a  fix-gun  battery  at  about 
700  yards  diffance  from  the  walls; 
but  his  metal  was  too  light  to  pro¬ 
duce  any  conliderable  effedh  In 
the  mean  time  the  fnow  lay  deep 
upon  the  ground,  and  the  feverity 
of  the  climate  was  fuch,  that  hu¬ 
man  nature  feemed  incapable  of 
withffanding  its  force  in  the  field. 

The 
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The  hardfhips  and.  fatigues  which 
the  Provincial  foldiers  underwent, 
both  from  the  feafon,  and  the 
fmallnefs  of  their  number,  feemed 
incredible,  and  could  only  be  en¬ 
dured  from  their  enthuliallic  adhe¬ 
rence  to  their  caufe,  and  through 
the  affeChon  or  efteem  which  they 
Jbore  to  their  General.  This  con- 
ftancy  muft  however  fail,  if  the 
evils  were  increafed,  or  too  long 
continued.  The  time  for  which 
many  of  the  foldiers  had  engaged 
was  alfo  expired,  or  expiring ; 
and  it  could  not  be  anfwered  how 
foon  they  might  inlift  upon  return¬ 
ing  home,  nor  whether  fuch  an 
event  would  not  totally  break  up 
the  little  army.  It  is  faid,  that 
the  New- York  men  were  toofenli- 
ble  of  the  climate,  and  did  not 
ftiew  the  vigour  or  perfeverance  of 
thofe  hardy  New- Englanders  who 
had  traverfed  the  deferts  with  Ar¬ 
nold. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  Mont¬ 
gomery  thought  that  fomething 
decilive  muft  be  immediately  done, 
or  that  the  benefit  of  his  paft  fuc- 
ceffes  would,  in  a  great  degree,  be 
loft  to  the  caufe  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  his  own  renown, 
which  now  fhone  in  great  luftre, 
be  dimmed,  if  not  obfcured.  He 
knew  the  Americans  would  confi- 
der  Quebec  as  taken  from  the  in- 
ftant  that  they  heard  of  his  arrival 
before  it.  That  the  higher  their 
expectations  were  raifed,  the  more 
grievous  the  difappointment  would 
be  in  cafe  of  a  failure.  Their 
confidence  of  fuccefs  was  founded 
upon  the  high  opinion  which  they 
held  of  his  courage  and  ability ;  to 
forfeit  that  opinion,  was  the  worft 
of  all  poffible  confequences.  Yet, 
to  attempt  the  city  by  ftorm,  with 
a  garrifon  equal  in  number  to  the 
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affailants,  and  the  great  natural 
ftrength  of  the  upper  town  to  en¬ 
counter,  which  is  one  of  thofe 
places  that  are  ufually  called  im¬ 
pregnable,  feemed  an  effort  truly 
defperate.  But  great  minds  are 
feldom  good  calculators  of  danger; 
and  if  the  glory  in  view  be  great, 
do  not  minutely  attend  to  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  lie  in  their  way  to 
that  objeCh  Indeed,  the  molt  il- 
luftrious  military  atchievements, 
in  all  ages,  have  owed  their  fuc¬ 
cefs  to  a  noble  contempt  of  com¬ 
mon  forms,  and  common  calcula¬ 
tions.  Fortune,  in  contempt  of 
the  pride  of  man,  ever  was,  and 
ever  will  be,  the  great  arbiter  in 

war.  Upon  the  whole,  Montgo¬ 
mery,  depending  much  upon  for¬ 
tune,  and  not  a  little  upon  the  na¬ 
ture  and  difpolition  of  the  garri¬ 
fon,  determined  upon  a  defperate 
attempt  to  carry  the  place  by  ef- 
calade. 

Whilft  he  was  making  the  ne- 
ceffary  preparations  for  this  pvtr- 
pofe,  it  is  faid  that  the  garrifon 
received  intelligence  of  it  by  fome 
deferters,  and  that  he  perceived, 
by  their  motions,  that  they  were 
not  only  acquainted  with  the  gene¬ 
ral  defign,  but  with  the  particular’ 
mode  of  carrying  it  into  execution, 
which  they  were  accordingly  pre¬ 
paring  with  t;he  utmoft  vigour  and 
order  to  opp.ofe.  This  untoward 
circumftance,  rendered  a  total 
change  in  his  original  difpofitions 
neceffary,  and  it  is  not  impoflible, 
that  this  difarrangement  had  a 
confiderable  influence  on  the  fuc- 
ceeding  events.  However  that 

was,  early  in  the  morning,  on  the 
laft  day  of  the  year  1775,  and  un¬ 
der  the  cover  of  a  violent  fnow- 
ftorm,  he  proceeded  to  this  ardu¬ 
ous' attempt.  He  had  difpofed  of 

hia 
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his  little  army  in  four  diviiions,  of  farther  effort.  Whether  he  yielded 
which  two  carried  on  falfe  attacks  too  eafily  to  the  firft  impreflion,  as 


againft  the  upper  town,  whiltt 
himfelf  and  Arnold  conducted  two 
real  againtt  oppofite  parts  of  the 
lower.  By  this  means  the  alarm 
was  general  in  both  towns,  and 
might  have  difconcerted  the  mod 
experienced  troops :  from  the  fide 
of  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  along 
the  fortified  front,  and  round  to 
the  Bafon,  every  part  feemed 
equally  threatened,  if  not  equally 
in  danger. 

About  five  o’clock,  Montgo¬ 
mery,  at  the  head  of  the  New 
York  troops,  advanced  againd  the 
lower  town,  at  Amice  de  Mere, 
under  Cape  Diamond;  but  from 
fome  difficulties  which  intervened 
in  his  approach,  the  fignal  for  en- 
gaging  had  been  given,  and  the 
garrifon  alarmed,  before  he  could 
reach  the  place.  He  however 
preffed  on  in  a  narrow  file,  upon 
a  fcanty  path,  with  a  precipice  to 
the  river  on  one  fide,  and  an 
hanging  rock  over  him;  feized 
and  paffed  the  fird  barrier,  and 
accompanied  by  a  few  of  his  braved 
officers  and  men,  marched  boldly 
at  the  head  of  the  detachment  to 
attack  the  fecond.  This  barri¬ 
cade  was  much  dronger  than  the 
fird.  Several  cannon  were  there 
planted,  loaded  with  grape  ffiot. 
From  thefe,  as  well  as  from  a  well- 
direcfted  and  fupported  fire  of  muf- 
quetry,  an  end  was  at  once  put  to 
the  hopes  of  this  enterprizing  offi¬ 
cer,  and  to  the  fortune  of  his  party 
in  Canada.  The  General  him¬ 
felf,  with  his  Aid  de  Camp,  fome 
other  officers,  and  mod  of  thofe 
who  were  near  his  perfon,  fell  up¬ 
on  the  fpot.  The  command  de-. 
volved  upon  a  Mr.  Campbell,  who 
immediately  retired  without  any 


the  Americans  affected,,  it  is  ira- 
poffible  for  thofe  who  are  not  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  all  the  par¬ 
ticulars  to  determine. 

In  the  mean  time,  Arnold,  with 
a  body  of  thofe  troops  who  had 
originally  fignalized  themfelves "  by 
the  memorable  expedition  under 
his  command  into  Canada,  fup¬ 
ported  by  fome  New- York  artil¬ 
lery,  made  their  attempt  on  that 
part  of  the  town  called  the  Sant  au 
Matelot,  and  having  penetrated 
through  St.  Roques,  they  attacked 
a  fmall  but  well  defended  battery, 
which  they  carried  with  confider- 
able  lofs,  after  an  hour’s  ffiarp  en¬ 
gagement.  They  had  likewife 
the  fortune  upon  this  occafion  to 
be  left  without  a  commander ;  for 
Arnold’s  leg  being  blattered  by  a 
ffiot,  he  was  neceffarily  carried  offfi 
to  the  camp.  His  place  was,  how¬ 
ever,  well  fupplied  by  the  good- 
nefs  of  the  officers,  and  the  refo- 
lution  of  the  men ;  who  being  ig¬ 
norant  of  Montgomery’s  misfor¬ 
tune,  were  fo  far  from  being  dif- 
pirited  by  their  own,  that  they" 
puffied  on  with  great  vigour,  and 
made  themfelves  matters  of  another 
barrier. 

The  garrifon  now  being  reco¬ 
vered  from  their  furprize,  and 
their  hands  cleared  in  all  other 
quarters,  had  time  to  attend  to  the 
fituation  of  Arnold’s  divifion,  and 
to  perceive  the  opportunity  which 
was  offered  of  cutting  them  off. 
Their  fituation  was  fuch,  that  in 
attempting  a  retreat,  they  mutt 
pals  for  a  confiderable  way  within 
fifty  yards  of  the  walls,  expofed  to 
the  whole  fire  of  the  garrifon.  To 
render  their  fate  inevitable,  a  con¬ 
fiderable  detachment,  with  feveral 
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field  pieces,  iSTued  through  a  gate 
which  commanded  that  paSTage, 
and  attacked  them  furioufiy  in  the 
rear,  whilSt  they  were  already  fully 
occupied  in  every  other  part,  by 
the  troops  which  now  poured  upon 
them  from  all  quarters.  In  thefe 
defperate  circumltances,  without 
a  polfibility  of  efcape,  attacked 
on  all  Tides,  and  under  every  dil- 
advantage  of  ground  as  well  as 
number,  they  obstinately  defended 
themfelves  for  three  hours,  and  at 
length  furrendered  prifoners  of 
war. 

The  prifoners  were  treated  with 
the  greateft  humanity  by  General 
Carleton;  a  conduct,  which  the 
habitual  military  feverity  of  his 
temper,  rendered  the  more  ho¬ 
nourable.  All  enmity  to  Mont¬ 
gomery  expired  with  his  life,  and 
refpetft  to  his  private  chara&er  pre¬ 
vailed  over  all  other  considerations ; 
his  dead  body  received  every  poSIi- 
ble  mark  of  distinction  from  the 
vigors,  and  was  interred  in  Que¬ 
bec  with  all  the  military  honours 
due  to  a  brave  foldier.  It  appears 
by  comparing  different  circum¬ 
stances  previous  and  fubfequent  to 
this  engagement,  that  the  rebels, 
in  killed,  wounded,  and  prifoners, 
did  not  lofe  fewer  than  half  their 
number.  A  letter  from  Arnold, 
written  foon  after,  dates  their  re¬ 
maining  force  at  only  700  men. 

Thus  fell  Richard  Montgomery. 
He  was  a  gentleman  of  good  fa¬ 
mily  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 
ferved  with  reputation  in  the  late 
war,  and  fell  in  the  prime  of  life. 
The  excellency  of  his  qualities  and 
difpofition  had  procured  him  an 
uncommon  Share  of  private  affec¬ 
tion,  as  his  abilities  had  of  public 
efteem ;  and  there  was  probably 
no  man  engaged  on  the  fame  fide, 


and  few  on  either,  whofe1  lots 
would  have  been  fo  much  regretted 
both  in  England  and  America.  He 
is  reprefented  as  a  real  and  eager 
lover  of  liberty  ;  and  having  mar¬ 
ried  a  lady,  and  purchafed  an 
elf  ate  in  New  York,  was  from 
thence  induced  to  confidcr  himfelf 
as  an  American.  Thus,  fay  his 
friends,  he  was  led  by  principle, 
to  quit  the  fweets  of  an  eafy  for¬ 
tune,  the  enjoyment  of  a  loved  and 
philofophical  rural  life,  with  the 
higheSf  domeftic  felicity,  to  take 
an  active  Share  in  all  the  miferies 
and  dangers  of  the  prefent  trou¬ 
bles.  Ide  had  undoubtedly  con- 
fiderable,  and  probably  great,  mi¬ 
litary  abilities ;  and  it  remains  to 
be  lamented,  that  a  man  who 
feemed  fo  well  formed  to  Support 
the  interests  and  glory  of  his 
country  againft  her  natural  foes, 
Should  have  perilhed  in  an  unna¬ 
tural  and  molt  unhappy  civil  con- 
teft.  In  America,  lie  was  revered 
as  a  martyr  to  the  caufe  of  human 
nature,  and  the  liberties  of  man-'' 
kind.  What  was  more  extraordi¬ 
nary,  the  moft  powerful  fpeakers 
in  the  BritiSh  parliament  difplayed 
their  eloquence  in  praifing  his  vir¬ 
tues  and  lamenting  his  fate.  A 
great  orator,  and  veteran  fellow 
foldier  of  his  in  the  late  war.  Shed 
abundance  of  tears,  whitff  he  ex¬ 
patiated  on  their  faSt  friendship 
and  participation  of  fervice  in  that 
feafon  of  enterprize  and  glory. 
Even  the  minister,  extolled  his 
virtues,  whilft  he  condemned  the 
rebellious  caufe  they  were  em¬ 
ployed  in,  (and  the  fatal  effects 
which  their  mistaken-  application 
had  produced. 

The  Governor  and  officers  ac¬ 
quired  great  and  deferved  honour 
by  this  defence,  and  the  behavi¬ 
our. 
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our  of  tire  raw  garrifon  would  have 
done  credit  to  veterans.  It  afford¬ 
ed  an  inftance,  how  far  the  conduct 
and.  example  of  a  few  brave  and 
experienced  officers  might  operate, 
in  rendering  the  rawed  and  word 
formed  troops  refpeCtable.  In¬ 
deed,  the  emulation  arifing  be¬ 
tween  the  different  orders  of  men 
which  compofed  the  garrifon,  pro¬ 
bably  converted  an  apparent  weak- 
nefs  into  a  real  drength. 

The  befiegers  immediately  quit¬ 
ted  their  camp,  and  retired  about 
three  miles  from  the  city,  where 
they  drengthened  their  quarters  in 
the  bed  manner  they  were  able, 
being  apprehenfive  of  a  purfuit 
and  attack  from  the  garrifon;  The 
latter,  however,  though  now  fu- 
perior  in  number,  were  unfit  for 
a  fervice  of  that  nature,  and  their 
able  Governor,  with  a  degree  of 
wifdom  and  fobriety  equal  to  his 
intrepidity  and  firmnefs,  content¬ 
ed  himfelf  with  the  unexpected  ad¬ 
vantage  and  fecurity  he  had  gain¬ 
ed,  without  hazarding  the  fate  of 
the  province,  and  perhaps  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  any  rafh  enterprize.  The 
city  was  now  completely  out  of 
danger,  and  the  great  fuccours 
which  were  expected,  could  not 
fail  to  relieve  the  whole  province. 

By  the  death  of  Montgomery, 
the  command  of  the  American 
army  devolved  upon  Arnold,  whole 
wound  rendered  him,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  unequal  to  fo  arduous  a  talk. 
Their  perfeverance  was,  however, 
afloniffiing  in  their  circumftances. 
They  had  loft  befides  their  Gene¬ 
ral,  (in  whom  it  might  be  faid  all 
their  hopes  and  confidence  refided) 


the  beft  of  their  officers,  and  the 
braveft  of  their  fellows?,  with  a 
part  of  their  fmall  artillery.  The 
hope  of  affiftance  was  diftant,  and 
at  beft,  the  arrival  of  fuccours 
mu  ft  be  flow.  It  was  well  known 
that  the  Canadians,  befides  being 
naturally  quick  and  fickle  in  their 
refolutions,  were  peculiarly  dif- 
pofed  to  be  bialfed  by  fuccefs,  fo 
that  their  affiftance  now  grew  ex¬ 
tremely  precarious.  The  feverity 
of  a  Canada  winter,  was  alfo  far 
beyond  any  thing  they  were  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  and  the  fnow  lay 
above  four  feet  deep  upon  a  level. 
In  thefe  circumftances,  it  required 
no  fmall  ffiare  of  activity,  as  well 
as  addrefs,  to  keep  them  in  any 
manner  together.  Arnold,  who 
had  hitherto  difplayed  uncommon 
talents  in  his  march  into  Canada, 
(which  may  be  compared  to  the 
greateft  things  done  in  that  kind) 
difeovered  on  this  occafion  the  ut- 
moft  vigour  of  a  determined  mind, 
and  a  genius  full  of  refources.  De¬ 
feated  and  wounded  as  he  was,  he 
put  his  troops  into  fuch  a  fituatiort 
as  to  keep  them  ftijl  formidable^ 
He  difpatched  an  exprefs  to  Woo- 
fter,  who  was  at  Montreal,  to 
bring  fuccours,  and  to  afiume  the 
command;  but  as  this  could  not 
be  done  immediately,  he  bore  up 
with  the  force  he  had  againft  the 
difficulties  with  which  he  was  fur- 
rounded.  From  that  time,  the 
fiege  was  for  forae  months  con¬ 
verted  into  a  blockade,  and  Ar¬ 
nold  found  means  effectually  to  ob- 
ftruCt  the  arrival  of  any  fupplies  of 
provifions  or  necefl&ries  in  the 
town. 
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Virginia.  Provincial  Congrefs.  Powder  removed  from  the  magazine  at 
IVilliamfhurgh.  Confequences  thereof.  Affembly  convened .  Magazine 
rifled.  Lord  Dunmore  retires  on  hoard  a  jbip  of  war .  Various  tranf- 
adions  between  the  Governor  and  the  Affembly.  Report  from  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Enquiry.  RejvJ'al  of  the  Governor  to  go  on  foore  to  pajs  the  hills. 
A[Je?nbly  will  not  attend  him  on  hoard  the  Fowey ,  and  put  an  end  to  their 
Jeff  on ,  Convention  of  Delegates  held.  Means  u  fed  to  arm  the  province. 

Declaration  to  jufify  their  proceedings .  Lord  Dunmore  repulfed  in  his 
attempt  to  defroy  the  town  of  Hampton.  Proclamation  for  martial l two , 
and  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes.  Ad  ion  near  the  Great  Bridge. 

Connolly  taken  Prifoner,  and  his Jcheme  for  raifng  the  Indians  and  the 
Back  Settlers ,  di f  covered  and  fruf  rated.  down  of  Norfolk  reduced  to 
'  a  floes  by  Lord  Dunmore.  Pranf  adions  in  South  and  North  Carolina. 
G  eneral  Gage  returns  to  England.  Command  of  the  army  at  Bo  ft  on  de¬ 
volves  upon  General  Howe.  Continental  army  before  Boflon  enlijl  for  a 
new  term.  Down  of  Falmouth  cannonaded ,  and  nearly  defrayed.  Law 
paffed  hy  the  affembly  of  Mafjachufets  Bay ,  for  granting  letters  of  mar¬ 
que  and.  reprifal.  Articles  of  confederation  propofed  by  the  Continental 
Congrefs.  Commercial  refolution ,  fuf pending  in  certain  cafes  the  pro¬ 

hibition  with  rej'ped  to  exportation  and  importation.  Declaration  in 
anfwer  to  the  royal  proclamation  of  the  zyd  of  Auguf. 


DURING  thefe  proceedings 
in  Canada,  a  long  courfe  of 
jealoufy,  didrud,  fufpicion,  and 
altercation,  between  the  Governor, 
and  the  major  part  of  the  governed, 
in  the  colony  of  Virginia,  finally 
terminated  in  open  hodility,  and 
a  ruinous,  inteftinal,  and  predatory 
war.  Thefe  unhappy  effects  pro¬ 
ceeded  (as  is  too  .  frequently  the 
cafe)  from  a  caufe  apparently  un¬ 
important  ;  but  as  the  heat  of  con- 
troverfy  nourished  the  quarrel,  fo 
mutual  didrud  and  apprehenfion 
lupplied  the  place  of  an  objedt. 

The  people  of  that  colony,  as 
we  have  formerly  fhewn,  had  been 
at  lead  as  forward  as  any  other,  in 
all  the  common  adts,  of  fending 
Delegates  to  the  General  Congrefs, 
acceding  to  its  decrees,  under 
whatever  form  or  title  they  were 
ifiued,  and  in  the  indituting  of 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


committees,  and  the  entering  into 
afiociations,  among  themfelves. 
They  were  alfo  among  the  freed  in 
exprefiing  their  refolution,  and 
the  readied  in  fnewing  their  deter-* 
mination,  to  fupport,  at  ail  rifques 
and  events,  what  they  deemed,  or 
termed,  the  rights  of  America. 
But  in  other  relpedts,  the  created 
order  and  quiet  was  preferved  in 
the  province  ;  and  nbtwithdanding 
the  urKafinefs  excited  by  the  pro¬ 
rogation  or  diflolution  of  their 
afiemblies,  and  the  confequent  ex¬ 
piration  of  their  militia  laws, 
(which,  in  a  country  where  a  great 
majority  of  the  people  are  in  a  date 
of  flavery,  was  a  circumdance  of 
the  mod  alarming  nature,  and 
which  might  have  been  attended 
with  the  mod  fatal  confequences) 
yet  with  thefe  cafes  of  complaint, 
the  people  feemed  to  pay  a  more 
[/?]  thw 
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than  common  degree  of  attention 
and  perfonal  regard,  to  the  Earl 
of  Eunmore,  their  Governor. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  however, 
the  want  of  a  legal  affembly,  feem- 
ing  to  give  fome  fan<5Hon  to  the 
holding  of  a  convention,  a  Provin¬ 
cial  Congrels  was  alfembled  in 
the  month  of  March,  1 7  75,  who 
immediately  (under  the  cover  of 
an  old  law  of  the  year  1738,  which 
they  faid  to  be  (fill  effective)  took 
meafures  for  arraying  the  militia  ; 
hut  to  fupply  in  fome  degree  thofe 
defeats  in  that  law,  to  remedy 
which,  as  they  pretended,  all  fub- 
fequent  ones  had  been  palled,  they 
recommended  to  each  county  to 
raife  a  volunteer  company,  for  the 
better  defence  and  protection  of  the 
country. 

This  interference  in  the  militia, 
probably  alarmed  the  Governor, 
and  feems  to  have  been  the  caufe, 
that  rendered  the  public  magazine 
belonging  to  the  colony  in  the  ca¬ 
pital  city  of  Williamfburg,  an  ob- 

A  ?eCt  of  his  appre- 

Ap.  20,  1775.  henfon>  How- 

ever  that  was,  lie  foon  afterwards 
employed  the  Captain  of  an  armed 
veffel,  which  lay  at  a  few  miles 
tiiftance  in  James  River,  v/ith  a 
detachment  of  marines,  to  convey 
the  powder,  by  night,  from  the 
magazine  on  board  his  (hip. 

Though  this  meafure  was  con¬ 
ducted  with  great  privacy,  it  was 
by  fome  means  difeovered  the  en- 
fuing  morning,  when  the  apparent 
feerecy,  and  feeming  myfteriouf- 
refs  of  the  act,  increafed  the  con- 
flernation  and  alarm  among  the 
inhabitants,  who  immediately  af- 
fembled  with  fuch  arms  as  they 
had  at  hand,  with  an  intention  of 
demanding,  or,  perhaps,  obtain¬ 
ing,  reftitution  gf  the  gun-powder. 


The  Mayor  and  corporation,  how¬ 
ever,  prevented  their  proceeding 
to  any  extremities,  whilff  they  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  to  the  Governor, 
dating  the  injury,  reclaiming  the 
powder  as  a  matter  of  right,  and 
(hewing  the  dangers  to  which  they 
were  peculiary  liable  from  the  in- 
furredtion  of  their  (laves  :  a  cala¬ 


mity, 


which  had  for  fome  time 


been  particularly  apprehended,  and 
which  the  removal  of  their  only 
means  of  defence,  would,  at  any 
time  have  accelerated. 

His  Lordihip  acknowledged, 
that  the  gun-powder  had  been  re¬ 
moved  by  his  order  ;  faid,  that  as 
he  had  heard  of  an  infirredUon  in 
a  neighbouring  county,  and  did 
not  think  it  fecure  in  the  maga¬ 
zine,  he  had  it  conveyed  to  a 
place  of  perfect  fecurity ;  but  gave 
his  word,  that  whenever  an  infur- 
re&ion  rendered  it  neceffarv,  it 
(liould  be  immediately  returned. 
He  alfo  faid,  that  it  had  been  re¬ 
moved  in  the  night  to  prevent  giv¬ 
ing  an  alarm ;  expreffed  great  fur- 
prize  at  the  people’s  affembling  in 
arms  ;  and  obferved  that  he  could 
not  think  it  prudent  to  put  powder - 
into  their  hands  in  fuch  a  fituation. 

Whatever  fatisfa&ion  this  an- 
fwer  might  have  afforded  to  the 
magi  fir  ates,  they  prevailed  on  the 
people  to  retire  quietly  to  their 
houfes,  without  any  remarkable 
outrage,  that  we  can  learn,  having 
been  committed ;  indeed  it  ap¬ 
peared,  from  depofitions  after¬ 
wards  taken  by  order  of  the  affem¬ 
bly,  that  the  officers  of  the  men  of 
war  on  that  flation,  and  particu¬ 
larly  the  gentleman  who  might  be 
fuppofed  to  have  rendered  himfclf 
obnoxious  by  removing  the  pow¬ 
der,  appeared  publicly  in  the 
itreets  during  lire  time  of  the 

greatefl 
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gteated  commotion,  without  their 
receiving  the  fmalled  infult.  A 
report,  being,  however,  fpread  in 
the  evening,  that  detachments 
from  the  men  of  war  were  upon 
their  march  to  the  city,  the  people 
again  took  to  their  arms,  and  con¬ 
tinued  all  night  upon  the  watch* 
as  if  in  expectation  of  an  attack, 
from  an  enemy.  They  alfo  from 
this  time  increafed  their  night  pa- 
troles,  and  fhewed  an  evident  dc- 
lign  to  protect  the  magazine  from 
any  further  attempts. 

The  whole  value  of  the  powder 
and  arms  in  the  magazine,  or  any 
purpofe  to  which  they  were  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  converted,  either  in 
the  hands  of  friends  or  enemies, 
feemed  very  inadequate  to  the 
alarm,  fufpicion,  and  didurbance, 
which  this  mealure  excited.  The 
Quantity  of  powder  removed 
amounted  only  to  fifteen  half  bar¬ 
rels,  containing  fifty  pounds  each, 
of  a  very  ordinary  fort,  and  the  re- 
maing  dock  left  behind  in  the 
magazine,  to  about  fix  of  the 
fame  kind  ;  neither  does  it  appear 
that  the  number  of  ferviceable 
mulkets  was  fufficientto  anfwer  any 
edential  purpofe,  or  even  to  judi- 
fy  apprehenfion,  and  the  caution  of 
dripping  thefe  of  their  locks,  only 
marked  the  fufpicion  from  which 
it  proceeded.  A  confiderable 
quantity  of  old  arms,  and  com¬ 
mon  trading  guns,  were  not  med¬ 
dled  with.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
ad  derived  its  only  importance, 
from  time,  manner,  and  circum- 
dance. 

The  Governor  feems  to  have 
been  exceedingly  irritated  at  the 
behaviour  of  the  people  in  thefe 
commotions,  and  perhaps  refented 
too  highly,  for  fuch  times,  their 
adembling  in  arms,  not  only  with¬ 


out,  but  with  an  evident  intentio  n 
to  oppofe  his  authority.  In  this 
warmth  of  temper  fome  threats 
were  thrown  out,  which  upon  a 
cooler  reflection  would  probably 
have  been  avoided.  Among  thefe, 
a  threat  of  letting  up  the  royal 
dandard,  of  enfranchizing  the  ne¬ 
groes,  arming  them  againd  their 
matters,  and  dedroying  the.  city, 
with  other  expreifions  of  a  fimilar 
nature  and  tendency,  not  only 
fpread  a  general  alarm  throughout 
the  colony,  but  excited  a  kind  of 
abhorrence  of  government,  and 
an  incurable  ddjpicion  of  its  de- 
figns. 

In  the  mean  time,  feveral  public 
meetings  were  held  in  different 
counties,  in  all  of  which,  the  mea- 
fure  of  feizing  and  removing  the 
powder,  as  well  as  the  Governor’s 
threats,  were  reprobated  in  the 
dronged  terms.  Some  of  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  Hanover,  and  other  of 
the  neighbouring  counties,  were 
not,  however,  fatisfied  with  fimple 
declarations.  They  affembled  in 
arms  to  a  confiderable  number,  un¬ 
der  the  conduct  of  a  Mr.  Henry, 
who  was  one  of  the  Provincial  De¬ 
legates  to  the  General  Cortgrefs, 
and  marched  towards  Williamf- 
burgh,  with  an  avowed  defign,  not 
only  to  obtain  reditution  of  the 
gun-powder,  but  to  take  fuch  ef¬ 
fectual  meafures  for  fecuring  the 
public  treafury,  as  fhould  prevent 
its  experiencing  a  fimilar  fate  with 
the  magazine.  A  negociation 
was,  however,  entered,  into  with 
the  magidrates,  when  they  had  ar¬ 
rived  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
city,  in  which  it  was  finally  fet¬ 
tled*  that  the  Receiver- General  of 
the  colony’s  fecurity,  for  paying 
thevalue  of  thegun-powder,  fnould 
be  accepted  as  reditution,  and 
2  that 
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that  upon  the  inhabitants  engaging 
for  the  future,  effectually  to  guard 
both  the  treafury  and  magazine, 
the  infurgents  fliould  return  to  their, 
habitations. 

The  alarm  of  this  affair,  in¬ 
duced  Lady  Dunmore,  with  the 
Governor’s  family  to  retire  on 
board  the  Fowey  man  of  war  in 
James  River,  whild  his  Lordfhip, 
with  the  affidance  of  a  detachment 
of  marines,  converted  his  palace 
into  a  little  garrifon,  fortified  it  in 
the  bed:  manner  he  was  able,  and 
furrounded  it  with  artillery.  A 
proclamation  from  the  Governor 
and  Council,  in  which  Henry  and 
his  followers  were  charged  with  re¬ 
bellious  practices,  in  extorting  the 
value  of  the  powder  from  the  Re¬ 
ceiver-General,  and  the  prefent 
commotions  were  attributed  to  dif- 
affeCtion  in  the  people,  and  a  de  ¬ 
fire  of  changing  the  edablifhed 
form  of  government,  ferved  only 
to  afford  more  room  for  altercation, 
and  to  increafe  the  heat  and  dif- 
content.  Several  county  meetings 
Were  held,  Henry’s  conduCt  vindi¬ 
cated  and  applauded,  and  refolu- 
fions  palled,  that  at  the  rifque  of 
every  thing  dear,  he  and  his  fol¬ 
lowers  fliould  be  indemnified  from 
till  fuffering,  lofs,  and  injury,  upon 
that  account.  The  charge  of  dif- 
feffeClion  was  peremptorily  denied, 
and  thofe  of  changing  the  form  of 
government,  and  caufing  the  pre¬ 
fent  troubles,  retorted.  They  in¬ 
filled  that  they  wanted  nothing 
But  to  preferve  their  ancient  con- 
ftitution,  and  only  oppofcd  inno¬ 
vations,  and  that  all  the  didur- 
Ibances  fprung  from  the  Governor’s 
late  conduCt. 

As  there  are  times  when  all 
circum fiances  feem  to  confpire,  to¬ 
wards  the.  nourifhmem  and  increafe 


of  political,  as  well  as  natural f 
diforders,  fo  it  appeared  now  in 
Virginia,  every  thing  tending  to 
one  common  center  of  didrud, 
jealoufy,  and  difcontent.  The  co¬ 
pies  of  fome  letters  from  the  Go¬ 
vernor  to  the  Minider  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  department,  were  by  fome 
means  procured,  and  public  and 
fevere  cenfures  palled  upon  them,, 
as  containing  not  only  unfavour¬ 
able,  but  unfair  and  unjud  repre- 
fentations,  as  well  of  faCts,  as  of 
the  temper  and  difpolition  of  the 
colony.  Thus  one  didrud  begot 
another,  until  all  confidence  being 
totally  loll  on  both  fides,  every 
falfe  report  that  was  circulated, 
was  believed  on  either,  and  ferved 
for  its  time  to  keep  up  the  public 
fever. 

In  this  date  of  commo-  T  ^  n 
motion  and  diforder,  up-  **Un~  1 
on  the  arrival  of  difpatches  from 
England,  the  General  Adembly 
was  fuddenly  and  unexpectedly 
convened  by  the  Governor.  The. 
grand  motive  for  this  meafure,  was 
to  procure  their  approbation  and 
acceptance  of  the  terms,  included 
in  Lord  North’s  conciliatory  mo¬ 
tion,  and  the  parliamentary  refo- 
lutions  founded  thereupon.  His 
Lordfhip  accordingly  in  his 
fpeech,  ufed  his  utmod  addrefs 
to  carry  this  favourite  point  ;  he 
dated  the  favourable  difpofition  of 
parliament,  as  well  as  of  govern¬ 
ment,  towards  the  colonies ;  the 
moderation,  equity,  and  tendernefs, 
which  induced  the  prefent  advan¬ 
ces  towards  a  happy  reconciliation  ; 
he  dwelt  upon  the  judice  of  theiir 
contributing  to  the  common  de¬ 
fence,  and  bearing  an  equitable 
proportion  of  the  public  burthens, 
obferved,  that  as  no  fpecific  fum 
was  demanded,  they  had  an  op¬ 
portunity 
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portunity  of  giving  a  free  fcope  to 
their  judice  and  liberality,  and 
that  whatever  they  gave,  would  be 
a  free  gift,  in  the  fulled  fenfe  of 
the  terms  ;  that  they  would  thus 
fhew  their  reverence  for  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  manifed  their  duty  and 
•  attachment  to  the  Sovereign;  and 
the  kindnefs  with  which  it  would 
be  taken,  that  they  met,  on  their 
fide,  the  favourable  difpofition 
fhewn  on  the  other,  towards  bring¬ 
ing  the  prefent  unhappy  difputes 
to  a  period.  He  alio  took  pains 
to  convince  them,  from  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  and  refolutions  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  that  a  full  redrefs  of  all 
their  real  grievances,  would  be 
the  immediate  confequence  of  their 
compliance. 

The  fird  a&  of  the  aifembly, 
was  the  appointment  of  a  commit¬ 
tee  to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
late  didurbances,  and  particularly 
to  examine  the  date  of  the  maga¬ 
zine,  that  necedary  meafures  might 
be  accordingly  taken  for  its  reple- 
nifhment.  Though  the  magazine 
was  the  property  of  the  colony, 
it  was  in  the  cudody  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  who  appointed  a  keeper, 
fo  that  an  application  to  him  for 
admittance  was  necedary.  During 
an  altercation  which  arofe  upon 
this  fu.bj.e6t,  and  before  the  order 
for  admittance  was  obtained,  fome 
people  of  the  town  and  neighbour¬ 
hood  broke  into  the  magazine,  and 
carried  off  fome  of  the  arms  ;  fe- 
veral  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Bur- 
geffes,  however,  ufed  their  per¬ 
sonal  intered  and  application  in 
getting  as  many  of  them  as  they 
could,  returned.  It  appeared  by 
the  report  of  the  Committee,  that 
they  found  mod  of  the  remainder 
of  the  powder  buried  in  the  maga¬ 
zine  yard,  where  it  had  been  de- 


l>i 

depodted  by  the  Governor’s  orders, 
and  differed  confiderable  damage 
from  the  rain  ;  the  depriving  the 
mulkets  of  their  locks  was  alfo 
now  difcovered,  as  well  as  the  na- 
kednefs  and  infufficiency  of  the 
magazine  in  all  refpedts.  Among 
other  matters  which  ferved  to  irri¬ 
tate  the  people,  was  the  planting 
of  fpring-guns  in  the  magazine, 
(without  giving  any  public  notice 
of  fuch  a  mode  of  fecurity)  and 
fome  effect  they  had  taken  at  the 
time  of  the  late  depredations. 

Whild  the  Governor's  fpeech, 
with  the  propofitions  which  it  re¬ 
commended,  were  yet  under  the 
confideration  of  the  affembly,  and 
before  their  addrefs  was  deter¬ 
mined  upon,  his  Lordlhip,  with 
his  lady  and  family,  quit-  g  ^ 
ted  the  palace  privately, 
and  fuddenly,  at  night,  and  re¬ 
tired  on  board  the  Fowey  man  of 
war,  which  then  lay  near  York 
town,  on  the  river  of  the  fame 
name.  He  left  a  meffage  for  the 
Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  acquainting 
them,  that  he  thought  it  prudent 
to  retire  to  a  place  of  fafety,  as 
he  was  fully  perfuaded,  that  both 
himfelf  and  his  family  were  in 
condant  danger  of  falling  facrilices 
to  the  blind  and  unmeafurable  fury 
of  the  people  ;  that  fo  far  from  in¬ 
tending  to  interrupt  their  fitting, 
he  hoped  they  would  fuccefsfully 
proceed  in  the  great  bufinefs  be¬ 
fore  them  ;  that  he  would  render 
the  communication  between  him 
and  the  Houfe  as  eafy  and  fafe  as 
pofiible  ;  and  that  he  thought  it 
would  be  more  agreeable  to  them 
to  fend  fome  of  their  members  to 
him  as  occafion  fiiould  require, 
than  to  have  the  trouble  of  moving 
their  whole  body  to  a  nearer  place. 
He  affured  them,  that  he  fiiould 
[£]  5  attend 
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attend  as  nfual  to  the  duties  of  his 
office,  and  of  his  good  difpofition 
to  reffore  that  harmony  which  had 
been  fo  unhappily  interrupted. 

This  meffage  produced  a  joint 
acldrefs  from  the  Council  and 
•Ho ufe  of  Burgeffes  ;  declaring 
their  unbelief  that  any  perfons  in 
that  province,  would  meditate  fo 
horrid  and  attrocious  a  crime  as  his 
.Lordfhip  apprehended  t  lamenting 
that  he  had  not  acquainted  them 
with  the  ground  of  his  uneafmefs 
before  he  had  adopted  this  mea- 
fure,  as  they  would  have  ufed  all 
poflible  means  to  have  removed 
every  caufe  of  his  difquietude  ; 
they  feared  that  this  removal  from 
the  feat  of  government  would  be  a 
means  of  increaling  the  uneafinefs 
which  unhappily  prevailed  among 
the  people  ;  declared  that  they 
would  cheerfully  concur  in  any 
meafure  which  he  fhould  propofe 
for  the  fecurity  of  himfelf  and  his 
family ;  obferving  how  impracti¬ 
cable  it  would  be  to  carry  on  the 
bufinefs  of  the  feffion  with  any  de¬ 
gree  of  propriety  and  difpatch, 
whilit  he  was  at  fuch  a  durance, 
and  fo  inconveniently  foliated. 
They  concluded  by  intreating  his 
return,  with  his  lady  and  family, 
to  the  palace,  which  would  afford 
great  public  fatisfadtion,  and  be 
the  likelielt  means  of  quieting  the 

JL  O 

minds  of  the  peprle. 

,  .Lord  Dunmore  returned  a 
i  oth.  .  r  .  ... 

written  aniwer,  in  which 

he  juftified  his  apprehenfions  of 
danger,  from  the  public  notoriety 
of  the  commotions  among  the  peo¬ 
ple,  as  well  as  of  the  threats  and 
menaces  with  which  they  were  at¬ 
tended  ;  befides  complaints  of  the 
general  conduCt  and  difpofition  of 
the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  he  fpecifi- 
cd  feveral  charges  agaiuft  that  bo- 
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dy ;  that  they  had  countenanced  the 
violent  and  diforderly  proceedings 
of  the  people,  particularly  with  re-' 
fpedt  to  the  magazine,  which  was 
forced  and  rifled  in  the  prefence  of 
fome  of  their  members  ;  that  in- 
ffead  of  the  commitment  of  thofe 
perfons  who  had  been  guilty  of  fo 
daring  and  heinous  an  offence, 
they  only  endeavoured  to  procure 
a  reffitution  of  the  arms.  That  the 
Houfe,  or  its  Committee,  had  ven¬ 
tured  upon  a  ifep  fraught  with  the 
mod  alarming  confequences,  in  ap¬ 
pointing  guards,  without  his  ap¬ 
probation  or  confent,  under  pre¬ 
tence  of  protecting  the  magazine, 
file  wing  thereby  a  defign  of  ufurp- 
ing  the  executive  power,  and  of 
fubverting  the  conffitution. 

He  obferved,  that  no  means 
could  be  effectual  for  affording  the 
fecurity  which  they  propofed  to 
concur  in,  but,  by  reinlfating  him 
in  the  full  powers  of  his 'office,  by 
opening  the  courts  of  j office,  and 
refforing  the  energy  of  the  laws  ; 
by  difarming  all  independent  com¬ 
panies,  or  other  bodies  of  men, 
raifed  and  acting  in  defiance  of 
legal  authority  ;  by  obliging  the 
'immediate  return  of  the  King’s 
arms  and  (fores  ;  and  by,  what 
was  not  lefs  effential  than  any  other 
matter,  their  own  example,  and 
their  endeavours  to  remove  that 
general  delufion  which  kept  the 
minds  of  the  people  in  a  continual 
ferment,  and  thereby  to  abolifli 
that  malice  and  fpirit  of  perfecu- 
tion,  which  now  operated  fo  dan- 
geroufly  againft  all  thofe,  who  from 
duty  and  affedtion  to  their  King 
and  country,  oppofed  the  prefent 
meafures,  and  who  from  principle 
and  conviction  differed  with  the 
multitude  in  political  opinion. 
That  thefe  were  the  means  to  af¬ 
ford 
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ford  the  fecurity  requifite  for  all 
parties  ;  and  that,  for  the  accom- 
plifhment  of  thofe  ends,  together 
with  the  great  object  and  necelfary 
bufinefs  of  the  fellion,  he  fhould 
have  no  objection  to  their  adjourn¬ 
ing  to  the  town  of  York,  where 
he  would  meet  them,  and  remain 
till  the  bufinefs  was  finifhed. 

He  concluded  by  reprefenting, 
that  unlefs  they  had  a  lincere  and 
aCtive  defire  of  feizing  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  which  was  now  offered  by 
parliament,  of  edablifhing  the 
freedom  of  their  country  upon  a 
fixed  and  known  foundation,  and 
of  uniting  themfelves  with  their 
fellow-fubjeCts  of  Great- Britain  in 
one  common  bond  of  intered  and 
mutual  affidance,  his  return  to 
Williamfburgh  would  be  as  fruitlefs 
to  the  people,  as  it  might  poflibly 
be  dangerous  to  himfelf  ;  but  that 
if  their  proceedings  manifeded 
that  happy  difpofition,  he  would 
return  with  the  greateif  joy,  and 
confider  it  as  the  mod;  fortunate 
event  of  his  life,  if  they  gave  him 
an  opportunity  to  be  an  indrument 
of  promoting  their  happinefs,  and 
of  being  a  fuccefsful  mediator  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  fupreme  au¬ 
thority. 

The  mollifying  terms  of  the 
conclufion,  were  by  no  means  equal 
to  the  removal  of  the  acrimony 
excited  by  thofe  fevere  charges  and 
implications,  which  were  contained 
in  the  foregoing  parts  of  this  long 
meffage.  It  accordingly  produced 
a  reply  of  an  uncommon  length, 
under  the  form  of  anaddrefs,  which 
was  fraught  with  all  the  bitternefs 
of  recrimination,  as  well  as  with 
defenfive  arguments,  and  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  facts.  The  Houfe  had 
now  received  the  report  of  its 
Committee  relative  to  the  caufes 


of  the  late  didurbances,  backed  by 
the  depolitions  of  a  number  of  Bri- 
tilh  merchants,  who  were  refident 
in  different  and  remote  parts  of  the 
colony,  all  whofe  tedimony  tended 
to  fliew  the  general  tranquility 
which  prevailed  previous  to  the 
late  affair  of  the  powder,  and  the 
Governor’s  declaration  relative  to 
the  flaves,  the  latter  of  which,  fq 
far  as  it  was  believed,  having  par¬ 
ticularly  irritated  the  people  ;  that 
notwithstanding,  quiet  and  order 
were  foon  every  where  redored, 
and  dill  continued  ;  that  there  was 
a  general  acquiefcence  every  where 
in  the  determinations  of  the  Gene¬ 
ral  and  Provincial  Congrefs  ;  bup 
they  all  concurred  in  believing, 
that  the  people  had  no  defign  or 
wifh  of  an  independency  on  Great 
Britain  ;  and  fome,  that  on  the 
contrary,  they  had  a  mod  eager 
defire  for  fuch  a  connection,  as 
it  flood  before  the  late  aCts  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  they  were  unanimous  in 
their  opinion,  that  a  redrefs  of  the 
grievances  complained  of,  would 
edablifh  a  perfect  tranquility,  and 
produce  a  reconciliation  with  the 
parent  date. 

To  refute  the  charges  or  infinua- 
tions  of  difaffeCtion  and  difloyalty, 
the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes  took  a  re- 
trofpeCtive  view  of  the  behaviour 
of  the  people,  and  of  feveral  tranf- 
aCtions  in  the  colony,  for  fome 
years  back ;  they  dated  the  hap¬ 
pinefs  which  they  derived  under 
the  conduCt  of  former  Governors, 
as  a  drong  contrad  to  their  prefent 
fituation  ;  they  attributed  that  hap¬ 
pinefs,  particularly  in  a  very  late 
indance,  to  the  difcountenancing 
of  tale-bearers  and  malicious  in¬ 
formers,  to  a  proper  examination 
of  every  fubjeCt,  and  the  taking 
of  nothing  upon  trud  ;  and,  finally, 
[ff]  4  10 
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to  the  tranfmitting  home  a  faith¬ 
ful  reprefentation  of  things  in  the 
colony.  They  dated  their  former 
conducd  and  behaviour  with  re- 
fpect  to  his  Lordihip,  and  obferved, 
that  changes  feldom  happened  with¬ 
out  fome  diffident  caufe  ;  that  ref- 
pe£t  was  not  to  be  obtained  by  force 
from  a  free  people  ;  that  nothing 
was  fo  likely  to  infure  it,  as  digni¬ 
ty  of  character,  a  candid  and  ex¬ 
emplary  conduct.  That  they  did 
not  mean  to  infinuate  his  Lordihip 
would,  delignedly,  mifreprefent 
fads  ;  but  that  it  was  much  to  be 
feared,  he  too  ealily  gave ,  credit 
to  deligning  perfons,  who,  to  the 
great  injury  of  the  community, 
polfelfed  much  too  large  a  lhare  of 
his  confidence. 

They  controverted  the  fads,  and 
examined,  with  great  feverity,  the 
reprefentations  and  charges  con¬ 
tained  in  thofe  two  letters  to  the 
Tarl  of  Dartmouth,  which  we  have 
already  taken  notice  of ;  thefe 
they  reprefented  as  exceedingly  in¬ 
jurious  and  unjud,  as  founded  on 
mifconception,  midnformation,  the 
height  of  colouring,  the  miftating, 
or  the  affumption  of  fads,  without 
evidence.  They  then  proceeded  to 
juftify  the  ffeps  which  had  been 
taken  with  regard  to  the  militia  ; 
their  fuppofed  countenance  to  the 
ads  done  concerning  the  magazine, 
and  the  other  matters  which  firft 
excited,  and  afterwards  inflamed, 
the  controverfy. 

i  The  Houfe  of  Burgelfes 
■  :*  alfo  prefented  their  addrefs 

in  anfwer  to  the  Governor’s  fpeech, 
in  which  they  entered  into  along 
difcuifion  of  the  propofition  con¬ 
tained  in  the  parliamentary  refolu- 
tion,  founded  upon  Lord  North’s 
conciliatory  motion.  This  they 
combated  upon  the  fame  grounds* 
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and  with  a  variety  of  arguments  of 
the  fame  nature,  that  we  have 
formerly  dated  ;  and  they  ulti¬ 
mately  declared,  that  as  it  only 
changed  the  form  of  opprefiion, 
without  leflening  its  burthen,  they 
could  not  clofe  with  its  terms. 
They  obferved,  however,  that 
thefe  were  only  offered  as  the  fen- 
timents  of  an  individual  part  of 
the  whole  empire  ;  and  for  a  final 
determination,  they  referred  the 
affair  to  the  General  Congrefs,  be¬ 
fore  whom  they  would  lay  the  pa¬ 
pers.  To  them  alfo  they  referred 
the  difcovery  of  that  proper  mode 
of  reprefenting  their  well-founded 
grievances,  which  his  Lordfhip 
allured  them,  would  meet  with  the 
attention  and  regard  fo  judy  due 
to  them.  For  themfelves,  they 
made  the  following  declaration  ; 

We  have  exhauded  every  mode 
of  application  which  our  invention 
could  lugged,  as  proper  and  pro- 
mifing.  We  have  decently  re- 
monffrated  with  parliament  ;  they 
have  added  new  injuries  to  the  old. 
We  have  wearied  our  King  with 
fuppiications ;  he  has  not  deigned 
to  anfwer  us.  We  have  appealed 
to  the  native  honour  and  judice  of 
the  Britifh  nation  ;  their  efforts  in 
our  favour  have  been  hitherto  in¬ 
effectual. ” 

In  this  date  of  didrud  and  ill 
humour  on  both  ddes,  every  day 
afforded  new  ground  for  bickering, 
and  every  incident  frefh  room  for 
altercatiofi,  fo  that  there  was  a 
continued  intercourfe,  by  addredes, 
meflages,  and  anfwers,  between 
the  Houfe  of  Burgelfes  and  the 
Fowey.  This  was  a  fingular  d- 
tuation  ;  an  attempt  to  govern, 
without  choofing,  or  finding  it  fade, 
to  fet  a  foot  on  fhore  in  the  country 
to  be  governed. 


At 
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At  length,  the  neceffury  bills 
having  palled  the  affembly,  and 
the  advanced  feafon  requiring  their 
attendance  in  their  feveral  coun¬ 
tries,  the  Council  and  Burgefles 
jointly  intreated  the  Governor’s 
prefence,  to  give  his  alfent  to  them 
and  linilh  the  fellion.  They  ob- 
ferved,  that  though  the  bulinefs 
had  been  greatly  impeded  by  his 
abfence  from  the  feat  of  govern¬ 
ment,  and  they  had  fubmitted  to 
the  inconvenience  of  repeatedly 
fending  their  members  twelve  miles 
to  attend  his  Excellency  on  board 
a  fnip  of  war,  they  could  not  but 
think  it  highly  improper,  and  too 
great  a  departure  from  the  condi- 
tutional  and  accudomed  mode  of 
tranfacHng  their  bulinefs,  to  pre- 
fent  the  bills  to  him  at  any  otl\er 
place  titan  the  capital. 

Lord  Dunmore  in  his  anfwer  was 
fomewhat  rough.  He'  inlided  up¬ 
on  his  right  of  calling  them  to  any 
place  in  the  colony,  where  the  ex¬ 
igence  of  affairs  might  render 
their  attendance  necelfary.  He 
further  obferved,  that  as  he  had 
not  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
whole  proceedings  of  the  Affembly, 
lie  knew  of  no  bills  of  importance, 
which,  if  we  v/ere  inclined  to  rifque 
his  perfon  again  among  the  people, 
they  had  to  prefent  to  him,  nor 
whether  they  were  iuch  as  he  could 
alfent  to  if  they  had. 

To  obviate  thefe  objections, 
though  it  was  an  unprecedented 
aCt,  the  Affembly  fent  the  bills,  as 
well  as  other  papers  which  were 
afterwards  demanded,  on  board 
the  Fowey,  for  his  infpedtion. 
The  mod;  intereding  of  thole  bills, 
feemingly  to  all  parties,  was  that 
for  the  payment  of  the  forces,  who 
had  lately,  under  his  Lordihip’s 
command,  differed  eonfiderably,  at 


O  F  E UROP  E.  [25 

the  fame  time  that  they  had  done 
effential  feivice  to  their  country, 
by  their  bravery  and  fuccefs  in  the 
late  Indian  war.  This  bill  was  ob¬ 
jected  to  by  the  Governor,  for  its 
impoling  a  tax  upon  the  importation 
of  Haves,  and  for  fome  informality 
in  refpeCt  to  the  emiffion  of  paper 
money.  The  other  biils  were  ap¬ 
proved  of. 

This  produced  the  final  addrefs 
from  the  Houfe  of  Burgeffes,  in 
which  they  intreated  his  Excellen¬ 
cy,  that  he  would  meet  them  the 
enfuing  day  at  Wiliiamlburg,  to 
pafs  the  bills  that  were  ready ;  ex- 
preffed  their  hopes,  that  he  could 
not  dill  entertain  any  groundlefs 
fears  of  perfonal  danger;  but  de¬ 
clared,  that  if  it  was  poflible  he 
remained  under  fo  drange  an  in¬ 
fluence,  they  pledged  their  ho¬ 
nours,  and  every  thing  facred,  for 
his  fecurity.  If  nothing  could  pre¬ 
vail,  they  requeded  that  he  would 
grant  a  commiflion  for  palling  fucli 
bills  as  he  approved. 

Lord  Dunmore  perfided.  in  the 
objections  he  had  made  to  the  bill ; 
faid  that  the  well-grounded  caufe 
he  had  for  believing  his  perfon 
not  fafe  at  Wiliiamlburg,  had  in- 
creafed  daily.  That  he  therefore 
could  not  meet  them,  as  they  re¬ 
queded,  at  the  capital ;  but  that  he 
would  be  ready  to  receive  the 
Houfe  on  the  following  Monday,  at 
his  prefent  refidence,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  giving  his  alfent  to  fuch  ads 
as  he  flio'jd  approve  of. 

This  anfwer  put  an  end  to  all 
public  correfpondence  and  bulinefs 
between  the  Governor  and  colony. 
The  transferring  the  Legiflative 
Council  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  a  great  country  on  board  a 
man  of  war,  was  evidently  not  to 
be  expected.  Their  danger  in  fuch 

a  fitua- 
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afituation,  if  on  other  accounts  it 
were  pofiible  they  could  put  them- 
felves  into  it,  was  no  lefs  than 
Xmrd  Dun  more’s  could  be  on  land. 
It  may,  however,  be  fuppofed,  that 
the  Governor’s  conduct  was  ope¬ 
rated  upon  by  caufes,  or  influenced 
by  motives,  with  which  we  are  un¬ 
acquainted. 

Upon  receiving  the  foregoing 
anfwer,  the  Burg  dies  paffed  refo- 
lutions,  in  which  they  declared, 
that  the  meffage  requiring  ,  them  to 
attend  the  Governor  on  board  a 
fnip  of  war,  was  a  high  breach  of 
their  rights  and  privileges.  That 
the  unreafonable  delays  thrown 
into  their  proceedings,  and  the 
evafive  anfwers  to  their  fincere  and 
decent  addreffes,  gave  them  reafon 
to  fear  that  a  dangerous  attack 
was  meditated  againd  the  unhappy 
people  of  that  colony,  and  it  was 
therefore  their  opinion,  that  they 
Ihould  prepare  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  property,  and  their  inedi- 
mable  rights  and  liberties.  And 
then,  drongly  profefling  loyalty  to 
the  King,  and  amity  to  the  mother 
country,  they  broke  up  their 
feffion. 

Thus,  unhappily,  was  an  end 

put,  for  the  prefent,  to  the  Englifh 

government  in  the  colony  of  Vir- 

t  i  0  ,  ginia.  A  convention 
Jj  y  loti.  ^e]egates  was  f00n 


appointed  to  fupply  the  place  of 
the  aflembly,  who  having  an  un¬ 
limited  confidence  repofed  in  them 
by  the  people,  became  accordingly 
poffefled  of  an  unlimited  power  in 
all  public  affairs.  Thefe  imme¬ 
diately  took  in  hand  the  railing 
and  embodying  of  an  armed  force, 
as  well  as  the  providing  means  for 
its  fupport,  and  purfued  every  other 
meafure  which  could  tend  to  place 
the  colony  in  a  drong  date  of  de¬ 


fence.  Whild  they  were  purfuing 
thefe  dangerous  deps,  they  publilh- 
ed  a  declaration  in  judification  of 
their  conduct,  tracing  the  meafures 
that  led  to  the  prefent  unhappy 
date  of  public  affairs,  fetting  forth 
the  caufe  of  their  meeting,  and 
fliewing  the  neceility  of  immediately 
putting  the  country  in  a  podure  of 
defence,  for  the  protection  of  their 
lives,  liberties,  and  properties. 
They  concluded  as  the  affembly 
had  done,  with  the  dronged  pro- 
feffions  of  faith  and  loyalty,  and  de¬ 
clared,  that  as,  on  the  one  hand, 
they  were  determined  at  the  peril  of 
the  extremed  hazards,  to  maintain 
their  jud  rights  and  privileges,  fo 
on  the  other,  it  was_-  their  fixed 
and  unalterable  reiolutioii,  to  dif- 
band  fuch  forces  as  were  raifed  for 
the  defence  of  the  colony,  when¬ 
ever  their  dangers  were  remov¬ 
ed,  and  America  redored  to  its 
former  date  of  tranquility  and 
happinefs. 

Whether  LordDunmore  expect¬ 
ed  that  any  extraordinary  advan¬ 
tages  might  be  derived  from  an  in- 
furreCtion  of  the  daves,  or  that  he 
imagined  there  was  a  much  great¬ 
er  number  of  people  in  the  colony, 
who  were  i  fatisfied  with  the  pre¬ 
fent  fydem  of  government,  than 
really  was  the  cafe,  (a  midake, 
and  an  unfortunate  one,  which  like 
an  epidemical  didemp.er,  feems  to 
have  fpread  through  all  our  of¬ 
ficial  departments  in  America) 
upon  whatever  grounds  he  pro¬ 
ceeded,  he  determined,  though  he 
relinquifhed  his  government,  not 
to  abandon  his  hopes,  nor  entirely 
to  lofe  fight  of  the  country  which 
he  had  governed.  He  accordingly, 
being  joined  by  thofe  friends  of 
govern  nent,  who  had  rendered 
then,  fe  yes  too  obnoxious  to  the 

people 
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people  to  continue  with  fiifety  in 
the  country,  as  well  as  by  a  num¬ 
ber  of  runaway  negroes,  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  frigates  of  war  which 
were  upon  the  ilation,  endeavoured 
to  efhbliih  fuch  a  marine  force,  as 
would  enable  him,  by  means  of  the 
noble  rivers,  which  render  the  mod 
valuable  parts  of  that  rich  country 
acceflible  by  water,  to  be  always  at 
hand,  and  ready  to  profit,  of  any 
favourable  occalion  that  offered. 

Upon  this,  or  fome  fimiliar  fy- 
dem,  he  by  degrees  equipped  and 
armed  a  number  of  veffels  of  diffe¬ 
rent  kinds  and  fizes,  in  one  of 
which  he  condantly  refided,  never 
letting  his  foot  on  fhore  but  in  a 
hodile  manner ;  the  force  thus  put 
together,  was,  however,  calculated 
only  for  depredation,  and  never 
became  equal  to  any  effential  fer- 
vice.  The  former,  indeed,  was  in 
part  a  matter  of  neceffity,  for  as 
the  people  on  fhore  would  not  fup- 
ply  thole  on  board  with  provifions 
or  neceffaries,  they  mud  either 
darve,  or  provide  them  by  force. 
The  Virginians  pretend,  that  while 
the  depredations  were  confined  to 
thofe  neceffary  objects,  the  refpeft 
which  they  bore  to  the  rank  and 
office  of  their  governor,  prevented 
his  meeting  with  any  refidance ;  but 
their  nature  was  foon  changed  into 
open  and  avowed  hedility.  Obnoxi¬ 
ous  perfons,  they  faid,  were  feized 
and  carried  on  board  the  fliips ; 
plantations  ravaged  and  dedroyed ; 
the  negroes  carried  off;  houfes 
burnt,  and  at  length  lives,  lod  on 
both  fides.  In  one  of  thefe  expedi¬ 
tions,  his  Lordfhip  dedroyed  a 
number  of  iron  cannon,  and  carried 
off  fome  others,  which  he  fuppo- 
fed  were  provided  for  the  purpofes 
of  rebellion,  though  the  Virginians 
affert  they  were  fliip  guns.  Thefe 


proceedings  occafioned  the  fending 
of  fome  detachments  of  the  new- 
raifed  forces  to  protecd  the  eoads, 
and  from  thence  enfued,  a  fraall, 
mifehievous,  predatory  war,  inca¬ 
pable  of  affording  honour  or  be¬ 
nefit,  and  in  which,  at  length, 
every  drop  of  water,  and  every 
neceffary,  was  purchafed  at  the 
price  or  the  rifque  of  blood. 

During  this  date  of  hodility,  he 
procured  a  few  foldiers  from  dif¬ 
ferent  parts,  with  u 

1  r  rc  n  2slli* 

whole  aliiltance,  an  J 

attempt  was  made  to  burn  a  port- 
town,  in  an  important  fituation, 
called  Hampton.  It  feems  the  in¬ 
habitants  had  fome  previous  fufpi- 
cion  of  the  defign,  for  they,  had 
funk  boats  in  the  entrance  of  the 
harbour,  and  thrown  fuch  other 
obdacles  in  the  way,  as  rendered 
the  approach  of  the  (hips,  and  con- 
fequently  a  landing,  impracticable 
on  the  day  in  which  the  attack  was 
commenced.  The  ihips  cut  a  paf- 
fage  through  the  boats  in  the  night, 
and  began  to  canonade  the  iowii 
furioufly  in  the  morning ;  but  at 
this  critical  period,  they  were  re¬ 
lieved  from  their  apprehensions 
and  danger,  by  the  arrival  of  a 
detachment  of  rifle  and  minute 
men,  from  Williamfburg,  who  had 
marched  all  night  to  their  abid¬ 
ance.  Thefe,  joined  with  the  in¬ 
habitants,  attacked  the  blips  fq 
vigoroufly  with  their  fmal.l  arms, 
that  they  were  obliged  precipitately 
to  quit  their  datiorr,  with  the  lofs 
of  fome  men,  and  of  a  tender  which 
was  taken. 

In  confequence  of  XT  , 

1  •  ir  1  ,  Nov.  7th. 

this  repulle,  a  procla-  1 

mation  was  iffued  by  the  Governor, 

dated  on  board  the  fhip  William, 

off  Norfolk,  declaring,  that  as-  the 

civil  law  was  at  prefent  infufficient 

•  to 
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to  prevent  and  puni!h  treafon  and 
traitors,  martial  law  fhould  take 
place,  and  be  executed  throughout 
the  colony  ;  and  requiring  all  per- 
fons  capable  of  bearing  arms  to  re¬ 
pair  to  his  Majefty’s  llandard,  or 
to  be  confidered  as  traitors.  He 
alfo  declared  all  indented  fervants, 
negroes,  •  or  others,  appertaining 
to  rebels,  who  were  able  and  wil¬ 
ling  to  bear  arms,  and  who  joined 
his  Majefty’s  forces,  to  be  free. 

This  meaiure  of  emancipating 
the  negroes,  excited  lefs  furprize, 
and  probably  had  lefs  effedt  in  ex¬ 
citing  the  defired  infurrecHon,  from 
its  being  fo  long  threatened  and 
apprehended,  than  if  it  had  been 
more  immediate  and  unexpected. 
It  was,  however,  received  with  the 
greateft  horror  in  all  the  colonies, 
and  has  been  feverely  condemned 
elfewhere,  as  tending  to  loofen  the 
bands  of  fociety,  to  deftroy  do- 
meftic  fecurity,  and  encourage  the 
moft  barbarous  of  mankind,  to  the 
commiflion  of  the  moft  horrible 
crimes,  and  the  moft  inhuman  cru¬ 
elties  ;  that  it  was  confounding  the 
innocent  with  the  guilty,  and  ex- 
pofing  thofe  who  were  the  belt 
friends  to  government,  to  the  fame 
lofs  of  property,  danger,  and  de~ 
ftrudlion,  with  the  moft  incorrigi¬ 
ble  rebels.  It  was  faid  to  eftablilh 
a  precedent  of  a  moft  dangerous 
nature  in  the  new  world,  by  giv¬ 
ing  a  legal  fandtion  to  the  arraying 
and  embodying  of  African  negroes, 
to  appear  in  arms  again!!  white 
men,  and  to  encounter  them  upon 
an  equal  footing  in  the  field;  for 
however  founded  diftindtions  with 
refpedt  to  colour  may  appear,  when 
examined  by  the  tells  of  nature, 
reafon,  or  philofophv,  while  things 
continue  in  their  prefent  ftate, 
while  commerce,  luxury,  and  ava¬ 


rice,  render  flavery  a  principal  ob- 
jed!  in  the  political  fyftem  of  every 
European  power  that  poffeffes  do¬ 
minion  in  America,  the  idea  of  a, 
pre-eminence  muft  always  be  che- 
rifhed,  and  confidered  as  a  ne- 
ceffary  policy.  This  meafure  is 
perhaps  liable  to  be  charged  with 
another  political  fault,  which  has 
attended  too  many  others  that  have 
been  lately  adopted  with  refpedt  to 
America,  viz.  that  of  violent  irri¬ 
tation,  without  affording  any  ade¬ 
quate  benefit. 

The  proclamation,  however, 
with  Lord  Dunmore’s  prefence, 
and  the  encouragement  of  the  fmall 
marine  force  he  had  with  him,  pro¬ 
duced,  for  the  prefent,  lome  effedl 
in  the  town  of  Norfolk,  and  the  ad¬ 
joining  country,  where  many  of  the 
people  were  well  affedted  to  go¬ 
vernment.  He  was  accordingly 
joined  by  fome  hundreds  both  of 
blacks  t  and  whites,  and  many 
others,  who  did  not  chufe  to  take 
an  adtive  part,  publicly  abjured 
the  Congrefs,  with  all  its  adts,  and 
all  conventions  and  committees, 
whatever.  It  is  probable  that  Lord 
Dunmore  now  hoped,  that  the  fa¬ 
cility  and  good  difpofition  which 
he  experienced  here,  would  have 
been  fo  general,  as  to  enable  him 
to  raife  a  confiderable  armed  force, 
and  thus,  perhaps,  without  any 
foreign  afliftance,  to  have  the  glory 
of  reducing  one  part  of  the  province 
by  the  means  of  the  other. 

This  pleafing  hope  was  inter¬ 
rupted  by  intelligence,  that  a  party 
of  the  rebels  were  marching  to¬ 
wards  them  with  great  expedition. 
To  obftrudt  their  defigns,  and  pro¬ 
tect  the  well-affedted,  he  took  pof- 
fefilon  of  a  poll  called  the  Great- 
Bridge,  which  lay  at  fome  miles 
diftance  from  Norfolk,  and  was  a 
•  v  '  pafs 
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pafs  of  great  confequence,  being 
the  only  way  by  which  they  could 
approach  to  that  town.  Here  he 
conitrucded  a  fort  on  the  Norfolk 
fide  of  the  bridge,  which  he  fur- 
nifhed  well  with  artillery,  and  ren¬ 
dered  as  defenfible  as  the  time 
would  admit.  Notwithftanding  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  in  this  quar¬ 
ter,  which  included  two  finall 
counties,  it  does  not  appear  that 
his  force  was  at  all  conliderable, 
either  as  to  the  number  or  quality ; 
he  had  indeed  about  200  regulars, 
including  the  grenadiers  of  the  14th 
regiment,  and  a  body  called  the 
Norfolk  volunteers;  the  red  were 
a  motley  mixture  of  blacks  and 
whites.  The  enemy,  under  the 
command  of  a  Colonel  Woodford, 
fortified  themfelves  alfo,  within 
lefs  than  cannon  fhot  of  our  people ; 
they  had  a  narrow  caufeway  in 
their  front,  which  mud  be  paffed 
to  come  at  their  works,  fo  that 
both  parties  feemed  pretty  well  fe- 
cured  from  furprize. 

In  this  date  they  continued  quiet 
on  both  fides  for  lome  days,  until 
at  length  a  defign  was  formed,  of 
furprizing  the  rebels  in  their  en- 
p.  ,  trenchments.  This  was 
ec.  Qt  .  un4ertapen  j3efore  day¬ 
light.  Capt.  Fordyce,  at  the  head 
of  his  grenadiers,  amounting  to 
about  fixty,  led  the  attack.  They 
boldly  palfed  the  caufeway,  and 
marched  up  to  the  entrenchments 
with  fixed  bayonets,  and  with  a 
coolnels  and  intrepidity,  which 
lird  excited  the  adonifiiment,  and 
afterwards  the  praiie  of  their  ene¬ 
mies  ;  for  they  were  not  only  ex- 
pofcd  naked  to  the  fire  in  front,  but 
enfiladed  by  another  part  of  the 
works.  The  brave  Captain,  with 
feveral  of  his  men,  fell;  the  Lieu¬ 
tenant,  with  others,  were  taken, 


and  all  the  furvivors  of  the  grena¬ 
dier  company,  whether  prifoners  or 
not,  were  wounded. 

The  fire  of  the  artillery  from  the 
fort,  enabled  our  people  to  retire 
without  purfuit,  as  well  as  to  carry 
off  many  of  their  dead  and  wounded. 
It  will  excite  no  great  furprize, 
that  the  flaves  in  this  engagement, 
did  more  prejudice  to  our  own 
people,  than  to  the  enemy.  It  has 
been  faid,  that  we  were  led  into 
this  unfortunate  affair,  through  the 
defigned  falfe  intelligence  of  a 
pretended  deferter,  who  was  tu¬ 
tored  for  the  purpofe :  however 
that  may  be,  it  was  grievous,  that 
fuch  uncommon  bravery  fliould  be 
fquandered  to  no  purpofe.  Capt. 
Fordyce  was  interred  with  every 
military  honour  by  the  vigors, 
who  fhewed  due  refpefl  to  his  for¬ 
mer  merit,  as  well  as  the  gallantry 
which  fignalized  his  laft  moments. 
The  Englifh  prifoners  were  treated 
with  great  kindnefs;  the  Americans 
who  had  joined  the  king’s  flandard, 
with  equal  rigour. 

The  King’s  forces  retired  from 
the  poft  at  the  Great- Bridge  the 
enfuing  night,  without  any  other 
lofs  than  a  few  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  fome  trifling  flores  which  they 
left  behind;  and  as  all  hopes  in 
this  quarter  were  now  at  an  end. 
Lord  Hun  more  thought  it  necef- 
fary  to  abandon  the  town  and  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Norfolk,  and  retired 
again  with  his  people  on  board 
the  fhips,  which  were  confiderably 
increafed  in  number,  by  thofe 
which  the  found  in  that  port. 
Many  of  the  well-affefted,  (or  To¬ 
ries,  which  was  the  appellation 
now  given  to  them  throughout 
America)  thought  it  prudent,  with, 
their  families,  to  feek  the  fame 
afylum,  whither  they  alfo  carried 

the. 
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the  mod:  portable  and  valuable  of 
their  effects.  Thus  his  Lordihip 
formed  a  confiderable  fleet,  with 
refpedt  to  the  number  of  veflels  and 
tonnage,  and  thefe  were  alfo  croud- 
ed  with  people;  but  the  fliips  were 
without  force,  and  contained 
mouths  without  hands  fit  to  navi¬ 
gate  them.  The  rebels  took  pof- 
feffion  of  Norfolk,  and  the  fleet 
moved  to  a  greater  diflance. 

During  thefe  tranfa&ions  a 
fc'heme  had  been  in  agitation,  for 
railing  a  conflderable  force  at  the 
back  of  the  colonies,  particularly 
in  Virginia  and  the  Carolinas, 
where  it  was  known  there  were 
many  well  affedted  to  the  King’s 
government ;  it  was  hoped  that 
fome  of  the  Indian  nations  might 
be  induced  to  become  parties  in 
this  deflgn  ;  and  that  thus  united, 
they  not  only  -would  make  fuch  a 
diverfion,  as  mud  greatly  alarm 
and  diffrefs  the  rebels,  but  that 
they  might  penetrate  fo  far  towards 
the  coafts,  as  to  form  a  jundtion 
with  Lord  Dunmore.  One  Con¬ 
nolly,  a  native  of  Penfylyania,  an 
adlive  enterprizing  man,  who  feems 
to  have  been  well  calculated  for 
fuch  an  undertaking,  was  the 
framer  of  this  deflgn;  and  his 
projedt  being  approved  by  Lord 
Dunmore,  he  with  great  difficulty 
and  danger  carried  on  a  negociation 
with  the  Ohio  Indians,  and  his 
friends  among  the  back  fettlers, 
upon  the  fubjedt.  This  having 
iiicceeded  to  his  fatisfadbon,  he 
-returned  to  Lord  Dunmore,  who 
lent  him  with  the  neceffary  creden¬ 
tials  to  Bolton,  where  he  received 
a  commiffion  from  General  Gage, 
to  adl  as  colonel  commandant, 
with  affurances  of  fupport  and 
aflillance,  at  the  time  and  in  the 
manner  appointed.  It  was  in- 
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tended,  that  the  garrifons  which; 
we  had  at  Detroit,  and  fome  other 
of  the  remote  back  forts,  with 
their  artillery  and  ammunition, 
fhould  be  fubfervient  to  this  de- 
fign,  and  the  adventurer  expedted 
to  draw  forue  aflillance,  at  leaft,  of 
volunteers  and  officers,  from  the 
nearefi:  parts  of  Canada,  hie  was 
to  grant  all  commiflions  to  the 
officers,  and  to  have  the  fupreme 
diredtion  in  every  thing  of  the  new 
forces,  and  as  foon  as  they  were 
in  fufficient  condition,  he  was  to 
penetrate  through  Virginia  in  fuch 
a  manner,  as  to  meet  Lord  Dun¬ 
more,  at  a  given  time  in  the  month 
of  April,  in  the  vicinity  of  Alex¬ 
andria,  upon  the  river  Potowmac, 
who  was  to  bring  fuch  a  naval 
force,  and  other  aflillance,  as  was 
deemed  neceffary  for  the  purpofe. 
It  was  alfo  a  part,  and  not  the 
leaf!  comprehenlive  of  this  plan,  to 
cut  off  the  communication  between 
the  northern  and  fouthern  colo¬ 
nies. 

Thus  far,  affairs  feemed  to  look 
well  with  our  adventurer;  but  on 
his  road  through  Maryland  to  the 
fcene  of  adlion,  and  when  he  was 
fo  far  advanced  that  the  word 
feemed  nearly  over,  the  vigilance, 
or  fufpicious  temper  of  one  of  the 
committees,  unfortunately  fruflrated 
all  his  hopes.  Being  taken  up  on 
fufpicion,  with  two  of  his  affociates 
who  travelled  along  with  him,  his 
papers  betrayed  every  thing ;  among 
thefe  was  the  general  fcheme  of 
the  dqflgn,  a  letter  from  Lord 
Dunmore  to  one  of  the  Indian 
chiefs,  with  fuch  other  authentic 
vouchers,  as  left  nothing  to  be 
doubted.  The  papers  were  pub- 
lifhed  by  the  Congrefs,  and  the 
undertakers  fent  to  prifon. 

As  it  does  not  appear  that  the 

loyal  ids 
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ioyalifts  were  very  lenient  to  thofc 
who  differed  with  them  in  politi¬ 
cal  opinions,  during  the  fhort  time 
of  their  fuperiority  in  the  country 
adjoining  to  Norfolk,  fo  now,  up¬ 
on  the  turn  of  affairs,  the  obtain¬ 
ing  a  plaufible  fnew  of  juff ice,  un¬ 
der  the  colour  -of  retaliation,  af¬ 
forded  fuch  a  favourable  opportuni¬ 
ty  for  the  practice  of  feverity,  and 
and  the  gratification  of  private 
pique,  and  natural  malignity,  on 
the  other  fide,  as  is  never  known 
to  be  negleCted  by  any  party  in 
fimilar  circumftances.  For  though 
manv  had  taken  fhelter  on  board 

J 

the  fhips,  a  much  greater  number 
remained  behind,  fome  being  wil¬ 
ling  to  hazard  fome  danger,  ra¬ 
ther  than  abandon  their  property ; 
others  hoping  that  their  conduct, 
from  its  moderation,  would  bear 
enquiry  ;  and  the  majority,  from 
their  having  no  profpeCt  of  fubfift- 
ance  if  they  quitted  home,  and  an 
expectation  that  their  obfcurity 
would  fave  them  from  notice.  To 
conclude,  fuch  charges  of  oppref- 
fion,  injuftice,  and  cruelty,  were 
made  on  both  Tides,  as  are  ufually 
done  in  fuch  cafes. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  people  in 
the  fleet  were  diftreffed  for  provi- 
fions  and  neceflaries  of  every  fort, 
and  were  cut  off  from  every  kind 
of  fuccour  from  the  fhore.  This 
occafoned  conftant  bickering  be¬ 
tween  the  armed  fhips  and  boats, 
and  the  forces  that  were  ftationed 
on  the  coaft,  particularly  at  Nor¬ 
folk.  At  length,  upon  the  arrival 
of  the  Liverpool  man  of  war  from 
England,  a  flag  was  fent  on  fhore, 
to  put  the  queffion,  whether  they 
would  fupply  his  Majefty’s  fhips 
with  provifions,  which  being  an¬ 
swered  in  the  negative,  and  the 
(hips  in  the  harbour  being  con¬ 


tinually  annoyed  by  the  fire  of  the 
rebels,  from  that  part  of  the  town 
which  lay  next  the  water,  it  was 
determined  to  diflodge  them  by  de- 
ftroying  it.  Previous  notice  being 
accordingly  given  to  the  inhabi¬ 
tants,  that  they  might  remove  from 
the  danger,  the  firft  day  of  the  new 
year  was  fignalized  by  the  attack, 
when  a  violent  cannonade,  from  the 
Liverpool  frigate,  two  floops  of 
war,  and  the  Governor’s  armed 
fhip  the  Dunmore,  feconded  by 
parties  of  the  failors  and  marines, 
who  landed  and  fet  fire  to  the  near¬ 
ed  houfes,  loon  produced  the  de- 
fired  effeCt,  and  the  whole  town 
was  reduced  to  allies. 

It  appears  from  a  gazette  pub- 
lifhed in  the  Governor’s  fhip,  (who 
had  removed  the  printing  preis 
and  materials  thither  from  Nor-  > 
folk)  that  it  was  only  intended  to 
deftroy  that  part  of  the  town  which 
was  next  the  water ;  but  that  the 
rebels  compleated  the  deftruClion, 
by  fetting  fire  to  the  back  and  re¬ 
mote  ftreets,  which,  as  the  wind 
was  in  their  favour,  would  have 
otherwife  been  fafe  from  the  fury 
of  the  flames.  It  is  not,  however, 
eafy  to  preferibe  limits  to  the  pro- 
grefs  of  a  fire  in  fuch,  or  indeed 
in  any  circumftances.  A  few  of 
thofe  who  landed,  as  well  as  of  the 
rebels,  were  killed  and  wounded. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  the  unfor¬ 
tunate  towm  of  Norfolk,  the  moft 
confiaerable  for  commerce  in<  the 
colony,  and  fo  growing  and  ftou- 
rifhing  before  thefe  unhappy  trou¬ 
bles,  that  in  the  two  years  from. 
1773  t0  1 7 759  the  rents  of  the 
houfes  increafed  from  8000  to 
10000  pounds  a  year.  The  whole 
lofs  is  eftimated  at  above  300,000!. 
However  juft  the  caufe,  or  urgent 
the  neceifity,  which  induced  this 

raeafure, 
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meafure,  it  was  undoubtedly  a 
grievous  and  odious  talk  to  a  go¬ 
vernors  to  be  himfelf  a  principal 
a<dor,  in  burning  and  dedroying 
the  beib  town  in,  his  government. 
The  rebels,  after  this  tranfaclion, 
to  cut  off  e\rery  refource  from  the 
jfhips,  and  partly  perhaps  to  punilh 
the  well-affected,  burnt  and  de¬ 
ll  royed  the  houfes  and  plantations 
within  reach  of  the  water,  and 
obliged  the  people  to  remove,  with 
their  cattle,  provilions,  and  port¬ 
able  effects,  farther  into  the  coun¬ 
try. 

Nor  was  the  the  fituation  of  other 
governors  in  America,  much  more 
eligible  than  that  of  Lord  Dun- 
more.  In  South-Carolina,  Lord 
William  Campbell,  having,  as 
they  faid,  entered  into  a  negociati- 
on  with  the  Indians,  for  coming  in 
to  the  fupport  of  government  in  that 
province,  and  having  alio  fucceed- 
ed  in  exciting  a  number  of  thofe 
back  fettlers,  who  we  have  hereto¬ 
fore  feen  didinguifhed  in  the  Ca- 
rolinas,  under  the  title  of  Regu¬ 
lators,  to  efpoufe  the  fame  caufe, 
the  difeovery  of  thefe  meafures,  be¬ 
fore  they  were  Efficiently  ripe  for 
execution,  occafioned  fuch  a  fer¬ 
ment  among  the  people,  that  he 
thought  it  neceffary  to  retire  from 
Charles-Town  on  board  a  fhip  of 
war  in  the  river,  from  whence  he 
returned  no  more  to  the  feat  of  his 
government.  In  the  mean  time  a 
Mr.  Drayton,  who  was  judge  of 
the  fuperior  court,  and  one  of  the 
mod  leading  men  in  the  colo¬ 
ny,  marched  with  a  drong  armed 
force  to  the  back  fettlements,  where 
a  treaty  was  concluded  between  him 
and  the  leaders  of  the  Regulators, 
in  which  the  differences  between 
them  were  attributed  to  mifmforma- 
tion,  a  mifuaderdanding  of  each 
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others  views  and  defigns,  and  a  ten* 
dernefs  of  confcience  on  the  fide  of 
the  latter,  which  prevented  their 
figning  the  affociation,  or  purfu- 
ing  any  meafures  againd  govern¬ 
ment  ;  but  as  they  now  engaged, 
neidier  by  word  nor  adt  to  impede 
or  contravene  fuch  proceedings  as 
fhould  be  adopted  and  purfued  by 
the  province  in  general,  nor  to 
give  any  information,  aid,  or  af- 
fidance,  to  fuch  Britifh  troops  as 
fhould  at  any  time  arrive  in  it,  fb 
they  were  to  be  entirely  free  in 
their  conduit  otherwife,  to  enjoy  a 
fafe  neutrality,  and  to  fuffer  no 
moledation,  for  their  not  taking 
an  aitive  part  in  the  prefent  trou¬ 
bles. 

The  government  of  the  province 
was  lodged  in  a  council  of  fafety 
confiding  of  13  perfons,  with  the 
occafional  affidance  of  a  committee 
of  ninety-nine.  As  they  had  in¬ 
telligence  that  an  armament  was 
preparing  in  England,  which  v/as 
particularly  intended  againd  it,  no 
means  were  left  untried  for  its  de¬ 
fence,  in  difeiplining  the  forces, 
procuring  arms  and  gun-powder, 
and  particularly  in  fortifying  and  fe- 
curing  Charles -Town. 

Similar  meafures  were  purfued  in 
North-Caroiina,  (with  the  diffe¬ 
rence  that  Governor  Martin  was 
more  aitive  and  vigorous  in  his 
proceedings )  but  was  attended  with 
as  little  fuccefs.  The  Provincial 
Congrefs,  Committees,  and  Go¬ 
vernor  were  in  a  continued  date  of 
the  mod  violent  warfare.  Upon 
a  number  of  charges,  particularly 
of  fomenting  a  civil  war,  and  ex¬ 
citing  an  inbirreition  among  the 
negroes,  he  was  declared  an  enemy 
to  America  in  general,  and  to  that 
colony  in'  particular,  and  all  per¬ 
fons  forbidden  froixi  holding  any 

com- 
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communication  with  him.  Thefe 
declarations  he  anfwered  with  a 
proclamation  of  uncommon  length, 
which  the  Provincial  Congrcfs  re- 
folved  to  be  a  falfe,  fcandalous, 
fcurrilous,  malicious,  and  leditious 
libel,  ana  ordered  to  be  burnt  by 
the  hands  of  the  common  hang¬ 
man. 

As  the  Governor  expected  by 
means  of  the  back  fettlers,  as  well 
as  of  the  Scotch  inhabitants  and 
highland  emigrants,  who  were  nu¬ 
merous  in  the  province,  to  be  able 
to  raife  a  coniiderable  force,  he 
took  pains  to  fortify  and  arm  his 
palace  at  Newbern,  that  it  might 
anfwer  the  double  purpofe  of  a 
garrifon  and  magazine.  Before 
this  could  be  effected,  the  moving 
of  lome  cannon  excited  fuch  a 
commotion  among  the  people,  that 
he  found  it  neceffary  to  abandon 
the  palace,  and  retire  on  board  a 
Hoop  of  war  in  Cape  Fear  river. 
The  people  upon  this  occafion,  dif- 
covered  powder,  (hot,  ball,  and 
various  military  llores  and  imple¬ 
ments,  which  had  been  buried  in 
the  palace  garden  and  yard  ;  this 
ferved  to  inflame  them  exceed¬ 
ingly,  every  man  confidering  it  as 
if  it  had  been  a  plot  againft  him- 
felf  in  particular. 

In  other  refpeCts,  the  province 
had  followed  the  example  of  their 
neighbours  in  South-Carolina,  by 
elfablifhing  a  council  and  com¬ 
mittees  of  fafety,  with  other  fub- 
ftitutes  for  a  regular  and  perma¬ 
nent  government.  They  alfo  pur- 
fued  the  fame  methods  of  provid¬ 
ing  for  defence,  of  railing,  arm¬ 
ing  and  fupporting  forces,  and  of 
training  the  militia,  and  fhewed 
equal  vigour  and  eagernefs  in  ail 
their  proceedings.  The  Provincial 
Congrefs  publilhed  an  addrefs  to 
Von.  XIX.  1776. 


the  inhabitants  of  the  Britifli  em¬ 
pire,  of  the  fame  nature  with  thofe 
we  have  formerly  feen  to  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Great- Britain  and  Ireland, 
containing  the  fame  profeflions  of 
loyalty  and  affeCtion,  and  declar¬ 
ing  the  fame  earned;  defire  of  a  re¬ 
conciliation. 

General  Gage  having  returned 
in  the  beginning  of  October,  to 
England,  the  command  in  chief 
of  the  army  at  Bolton,  devolved 
upon  General  Howe,  who  foon  af¬ 
ter  iffued  a  proclamation,  by  which, 
fuch  of  the  inhabitants  as  attempted 
to  quit  the  town  without  licence, 
were  condemned  to  military  execu¬ 
tion,  if  detected  and  taken,  and  if 
they  efcaped,  to  be  proceeded 
againft  as  traitors,  by  the  forfeit¬ 
ure  of  their  effects.  By  another, 
fuch  as  obtained  permiffion  to  quit 
the  town,  were  reftrained  by  fevere 
penalties,  from  carrying  more  than 
a  fmall  fpecified  fum  of  money 
with  them.  He  alfo  enjoined  the 
figning  and  entering  into  an  affo- 
ciation,  by  which  the  remaining 
inhabitants  offered  their  perfons  for 
the  defence  of  the  town,  and  fuch 
of  them  as  he  approved  of,  were 
to  be  armed,  formed  into  compa¬ 
nies,  and  initruCted  in  military  ex- 
ercifes  and  difcipline,  the  remain¬ 
der  being  obliged  to  pay  their  quo¬ 
tas  in  money,  towards  the  common 
defence. 

As  the  limited  term,  for  which 
the  foldiers  in  the  army  before 
Bofton  had  enlifled,  was  nearly 
expired,  a  committee  from  the 
General  Congrefs,  confiding  of  fe- 
veral  of  its  molt  refpeCtable  mem¬ 
bers,  were  fent  thither,  to  take  the 
neceffary  meafures,  in  conjunction 
with  Gen.  Wafliingtcn,  for  keep¬ 
ing  it  from  disbanding.  This, 
however,  does  not  feem  to  have 

[C]  ,  been 
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been  a  work  of  any  great  difficulty, 
the  whole  army  having  re-enlifted. 
for  a  year  certain  to  come.  Of  all 
the  difficulties  which  the  Americans 
met,  in  their  attempts  towards  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  military  force, 
nothing  affe&ed  them  fo  griev- 
eufly,  or  was  found  fo  hard  to  be 
remedied,  as  the  want  of  gun¬ 
powder.  For  though  they  ufed 
the  utmofl:  diligence  in  the  collect¬ 
ing  and  preparing  of  nitre,  and  in 
all  the  other  parts  of  the  manufac¬ 
ture,  the  refource  from  their  in- 
duftry  in  that  refpeCt,  muft  necefia- 
rily  be  flow,  and  with  regard  to 
any  confiderable  effeCt  diftant.  Nor 
had  they  yet  opened  that  com¬ 
merce,  nor  entered  into  thcfe  mea- 
fures  with  foreign  ftates,  which 
have  fince  procured  them  a  fupply 
of  military  articles.  Indeed  the  f  car- 
city  of  powder  was  fo  great,  that 
it  is  faid  the  troops  at  Bunker’s- 
Hill,  had  not  a  Angle  charge  left 
at.  the  end  of  that  fhort  engage¬ 
ment  :  and  it  is  alfo  faid,  that  the 
weaknefs  of  the  army  before  Bo* 
fton  in  that  refpeCt,  Was  at  one 
time  fo  great,  that  nothing  but 
our  ignorance  of  the  circumftance, 
could  have  faved  them  from  being 
difperfedand  ruined.  They,  how¬ 
ever,  left  nothing  undone  to  fup¬ 
ply  this  defeCt,  and  among  other 
temporary  expedients,  had  con¬ 
trived  to  purchafe,  without  notice 
or  fufpicion,  all  the  powder  upon 
the  coaft  of  Africa,  and  plundered 
the  magazine  in  the  ifland  of  Ber¬ 
muda,  of  above  ioq  barrels,  which 
was  carried  off  ( as  it  was  pretended) 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  inha¬ 
bitants. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  depredatioh, 
threat,  and  hoftility,  which  conti¬ 
nually  occurred  on  the  fea-cofts, 
the  town  of  Falmouth,  in  the 
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northern  part  of  the  province  of 

Maffachufett’s  Bay,  was  ~  „  n  . 

,  ,  „  OCBi8th 

doomed  to  experience 

a  fliare  of  thofe  calamities,  which 
were  afterwards  difpenfed  in  a 
greater  degree  to  Norfolk  in  Vir¬ 
ginia.  Some  particular  violence 
or  miAiehaviour,  relative  to  the 
loading  of  a  mail  fhip,  drew  the 
indignation  of  the  Admiral  upon 
this  place,  and  occafioned  an  order 
for  its  deffruCtion.  The  officer  who 
commanded  the  flips  upon  this 
occaAon,  gave  two  hours  previous 
notice  to  the  inhabitants  to  pro¬ 
vide  for  their  fafety,  and  this  time 
was  further  enlarged  till  the  next 
morning,  under  the  cover  of  a  ne- 
gociation  for  delivering  up  their 
artillery  and  fmall  arms,  at  the 
price  of  faving  the  town.  This 
however,  they  at  length  refufed  to 
comply  with ;  but  had  made  ufe  of 
the  intermediate  time  in  removing 
fo  many  of  their  effeCls  as  they 
could  procure  carriages  for,  or  as 
the  darknefs  and  confufion  of  the 
night  would  admit  of. 

About  9  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
a  canonade  was  begun,  and  con* 
tinued  with  little  intermiAion 
through  the  day.  Above  300a 
fliot,  beAdes  bombs  and  carcaffes* 
were  thrown  into  the  town,  and 
the  failors  landed  to  compleat  the 
deftruftion,  but  were  repull'ed  with 
the  lofs  of  a  few  men.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  part  of  the  town,  (which  lay 
next  the  water)  confiding  of  about 
130  dwelling  houfes,  278  (lores 
and  warehoufes,  with  a  large  new 
church,  a  new  handfome  court- 
houfe,  the  old  town-houfe,  with 
the  public  library,  were  reduced  to 
affies  ;  about  100  of  the  word 
houfes,  being  favoured  by  the  Atu- 
ation  and  diftance,  efcapeddeftruc- 
tion,  though  not  without  damage. 

Though 
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Though  the  fettlements  in  this 
quarter  were  new,  being  moftly 
eftabliflied  fince  the  laft  war,  this 
fmall  town  was  amazingly  thriv¬ 
ing,  being  fituated  on  a  line  har¬ 
bour,  and  having  a  very  conlider- 
able  trade,  fo  that  it  was  computed 
to  contain  about  600  families, 
though  little  more  than  one-third 
of  that  number  of  dwelling-houfes. 

The  deftru&ion  which  fell  upon 
Falmouth,  probably  accelerated  in 
the  aifembly  of  Maffachufet’s-Bay, 
the  daring  meafure  (under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  protecting  their  coafts)  of 
palling  an  aid,  for 
granting  letters  of  mar¬ 
que  and  reprifal,  and  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  courts  of  admiralty,  for 
the  trial  and  condemnation  of  Bri- 
tifh  flips.  In  this  law  they  declar¬ 
ed  an  intention,  of  only  defending 
the  coafts  and  navigation  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  extending  the  power  of  cap¬ 
ture  only  to  fuch  flips  as  Ihould 
be  employed  in  bringing  fupplies 
to  the  armies  employed  againft 
them. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fummer,  ar¬ 
ticles  of  confideration  and  perpe¬ 
tual  union,  between  the  feveral  co¬ 
lonies  which  were  already  affo- 
ciated,  with  liberty  of  admiffion  to 
thofe  of  Quebec,  St.  John’s,  Nova- 
Scotia,  the  two  Floridas,  and  Ber¬ 
mudas,  containing  rules  for  their 
general  government  in  peace  and 
war,  both  with  refpetd  to  foreigners 
and  each  other,  were  drawn  up  by 
the  General  Congrefs,  and  by  them 
tranfmitted  to  the  different  colo¬ 
nies,  for  the  infpedion  and  con¬ 
fideration  of  their  refpeCtive  affem- 
blies.  If  thefe  articles  met  with 
their  approbation,  they  were  to 
empower  their  delegates  in  the  en¬ 
duing  General  Congrefs,  to  ratify 
and  confirm  them ;  and  from  that 


Nov.  13d 


time,  the  union  which  they  efta- 
blifiied  was  to  continue  firm,  until, 
befides  a  redrefs  of  their  grievan¬ 
ces,  reparation  was  made  for  the 
Ioffes  fuftained  by  Bofton,  for  the 
burning  of  Charles-Town,  for  the 
expences  of  the  war,  and  until  the 
Britifli  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
America.  When  thofe  events  took 
place,  the  colonies  were  to  return 
to  their  former  connections  and 
friendfliip  with  Great-Britain  ;  but 
on  failure  thereof,  the  confederati¬ 
on  to  be  perpetual. 

The  people,  however,  were  not 
yet  fufficiently  irritated,  nor  their 
affeCtions  and  prejudices  fufficiently 
broken,  to  accede  to  a  confederacy, 
which,  though  conditionally  framed 
and  worded,  yet  led  to  a  total  fe- 
paration  from  the  mother  country. 
For  though  they  took  up  arms  and 
oppofed  government,  ftill,  it  was, 
in  general,  under  the  hope  of  ob¬ 
taining  thereby  a  redrefs  of  griev¬ 
ances  ;  and  that  being  the  nearer 
and  more  agreeable  objeCt,  they 
would  not  willingly  look  to  any 
thing  further,  efpecially  to  one  fo 
dreadful  as  a  total  feparation.  It 
required  a  longer  time  in  the  con¬ 
templation  of  real  or  fuppofed  inju¬ 
ries,  and  in  fpeculations  upon  future, 
together  with  frefti  and  conftant 
fources  of  irritation,  to  arrive  at 
that  habit  of  vexation  and  hatred, 
which  was  neceffary  to  break  ties 
of  fo  long  a  (landing,  and  to  fami¬ 
liarize  fo  new  an  idea. 

A  refolution  was  alfo  paffed  by 
the  Congrefs  at  the  appearance  of 
autumn,  that  as  America  was  bleffed 
with  a  moft  plentiful  harveft,  and 
fliould  have  a  great  fuperfluity  to 
fpare  for  other  nations,  fo  if  the 
late  reftraining  laws  were  not  re¬ 
pealed,  within  fix  months  from  the 
20th  of  July,  on  which  they  com- 
[C]  2  menced, 
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menced,  the  cuftom-hoitfes  ihould 
be  every  where  fliut  lip,  and  their 
ports  from  thenceforth  be  open  to 
every  date  in  Europe,  (which 
would  admit  and  protedt  their 
commerce)  free  of  all  duties,  and 
lor  every  kind  of  commodity,  ex¬ 
cepting,  only,  teas,  and  the  mer¬ 
chandize  of  Great- Britain,  and 
her  dependencies.  And  the  more 
to  encourage  foreigners  to  engage 
in  trade  with  them,  they  palled  a 
refolution,  that  they  would,  to  the 
ntmod  of  their  power,  maintain 
and  fupport  fuch  freedom  of  com¬ 
merce  for  two  years  certain  after 
its  commencement,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  any  reconciliation  with  Great - 
Britain,  and  as  much  longer  as  the 
prelent  obnoxious  laws  Ihould  con¬ 
tinue. — 'They  alfo,  immediately, 
fufpended  the  non-importation 
agreement,  in  favour  of  all  (hips 
that  Ihould  bring  gunpowder, 
nitre,  fulphur,  good  mulkets  fit¬ 
ted  with  bayonets,  or  brafs  field 
pieces,  fuch  fliips  being  to  be 
loaded  in  return  with  the  full  value 
of  their  cargoes.  ToWards  &e  c!ofe 

Dec.  6th.  of  the  year,  the 
General  Congrefs' 


publilhed  a  declaration  in  anlwer  tflt 
the  royal  proclamation  for  fuppref- 
fmg  rebellion  and  fedition,  which 
was  ilfued  at  St.  James's  on  the 
23d  of  Augulf.  In  this  piece  they 
combated  and  denied  the  charges  of 
forgetting  their  allegiance,  of  trea- 
fon,  and  rebellion,  and  took  par¬ 
ticular  notice  of  the  dangerous 
tendency,  and  indiferiminate  na¬ 
ture  of  a  claule,  prohibiting  un¬ 
der  the  fevered  penalties,  the  car¬ 
rying  on  of  any  corresponden  ce  from 
England,  with  any  perfons  in  re¬ 
bellion,  or  the  aiding  or  abetting 
of  Inch.  But  not  content,  with 
critical  obfervations,  they  conclude 
with  a  declaration  in  the  name  of 
the  people  of  the  united  colonies. 
That  whatever  punilhment  Ihall  be 
inllifted  upon  any  perfons  in 
the  power  of  their  enemies, 
for  favouring,  aiding,  or  abetting, 
the  caufe  of  American  liberty, 
Ihould  be  retaliated  in  the  fame- 
kind,  and  the  fame  degree,  upon 
thofe  in  their  power,  who  have  fa¬ 
voured,  aided,  or  abetted,  or  Ihould. 
favour,  aid,  or  abet,  the  fydem  of 
minifterial  opprelfion. 


F.  HE 


C  H  A 

$late  of  affairs  previous  to  the  meeting  of  parliament  City  public  tranff 
actions.  Letter  from  New -York.  Addreffes  from  the  guild  of  merchants 
in  Dublin ,  to  Lord  Effingham,  and  to  the  pr<mfiirm  peers .  Ref olut ions  of 
the  Sheriffs  and  Commons  of  the  city  of  Dublin.  Riot  of  the  failors  in 
Liver poole .  Petition  from  the  American  Congrefs,  prefented  by  Mr.  Penn 
Addreffes.  State  of  parties .  Ancient  ani  mo fi  ties  revived.  Petitions. 

Newfoundland.  Negotiations  for  foreign  troops.  Great  [applies  of 
proviftons  fent  for  the  fupport  of  the  army  in  Boflon.  V 'aft  ex  peaces  of 
that  fervice .  Reports  circulated  for  fame  time  before  the  opening  of  the 
fejjion.  Conf piracy.  Mr  t  Sayre  fent  to  the  Tower. 


Administration  was 

now  fo  clofely  entwined  in 
the  prefent  American  fyflem,  that 


there  was  fcarcely  a  pofhbility  of 
overthrowing  the  one,  without  in¬ 
volving  the  other  in  its-  fall ;  whild 

that 
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that  fydem  was,  itfelf,  fo  firmly 
fupported,  that  nothing  lefs  than 
fome  violent  and  extraordinary  con- 
vuliion,  feemed  even  capable  of 
fhaking  it.  Yet,  notwithftanding 
this  pledge  of  fecurity,  the  minif- 
ters  could  not  but  feel  great  uneafi- 
nefs,  at  the  accounts  that  were 
daily  received  from  the  colonies 
during  the  recefs  of  parliament. 

For  though  oppolition  were  not 
very  drong  in  number,  they  were 
as  quick  in  difcovering  faults  and 
errors,  as  they  wete  indefatigable 
in  expofing  them,  and  in  tracing 
effects  up  through  the  labyrinth  of 
their  caufes.  In  truth,  affairs  had 
run  lo  counter  in  America,  and 
every  meafure  had  produced  an 
effed  fo  diredly  contrary  to  what 
was  propofed  or  expeded,  that  it 
was  not  eafy  to  fet  a  good  face  upon 
the  matter,  either  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  to  the  nation. 

It  is  true  that  many  former  mi¬ 
niderial  incumbrances,  had  been 
rubbed  off  by  the  calling  of  a  new 
parliament  ;  all  engagements  with 
the  old,  all  promifes  and  midakes, 
being  thereby  at  one  dafh  obliter¬ 
ated.  But  a  new  and  heavy  fcore 
had  already  been  run  up,  in  the 
fingle  feifion  which  had  elapfed  of 
the  prefent  parliament.  The  re- 
draing  bills,  palled  by  this,  were 
to  have  affixed  a  feal  to  all  the  ads 
of  its  predecelfors.  The  general 
diftrefs  ariling  from  a  general  pu- 
nifhment  in  the  colonies,  would, 
it  was  hoped,  render  the  majority 
the  avengers  of  government,  and 
the  puniffiers  of  the  incorrigible. 
The  conciliatory  refolution,  inde¬ 
pendent  of  every  thing  elfe,  in  its 
double  capacity  of  converting  and 
dividing,  was  fuppofea  well  adapted 
to  accomplilh  all  that  was  wanted. 
To  thefe,  however,  was  added  an 
army,  fufficient,  as  the  fanguine 


thought,  to  look  America  into  fub- 
jedion,  without  the  trouble  of  a 
blow.  And  to  crown  the  whole,  a 
naval  force,  which  would  in  in  it¬ 
felf  be  nearly  equal  to  the  purpofe. 

Each  of  thefe  mull  become  a 
fubjed  of  animadverdon,  and  it 
would  not  be  eafy  in  fome,  to  ward 
againfl  the  charges  of  mibnforma- 
tion,  ignorance,  mifconception, 
or  incapacity,  which  would  af- 
furedly  attend  them.  In  particular, 
the  quedions  refpeding  the  war, 
muft  be  exceedingly  embarrafling. 
Since  extremities  were  determined 
upon,  why  was  not  a  fufficient 
force  fent  in  time,  to  run  down  or 
prevent  all  oppofition?  Why  has 
fuch  a  courfe  of  irritation  and 
threat  been  carried  on,  for  feveral 
years,  as  to  give  the  people  warn¬ 
ing  of  their  danger,  and  time  to 
throw  themfelves  into  their  prefent 
drong  ftate  of  defence  ?  If  it  now 
appears  that  live  times  the  number 
are  fcarcely  adequate  to  the  fervice. 
How  could  the  minider  have  been 
fo  totally  ignorant  and  misinformed, 
as  to  fuppofe  that  1 0,000  men  could 
fubdue  America  without  blood- 
fhed? 

Thefe  and  many  other  queflions 
would  be  much  eafier  put  than  an- 
fwered.  To  remedy  the  mifehiefs 
of  pad  tardinefs,  it  was  determined 
to  carry  on  the  war  with  a  vigour 
that  ffiould  adoniffi  all  Europe,  and 
to  employ  fuch  an  army  in  the 
enfuing  campaign,  as  never  before 
had  entered  the  new-world.  This 
it  was  faid,  befides  the  grand  ob¬ 
ject,  would  be  the  mod  effectual 
means  of  dlencing  clamour,  and 
of  preventing  troublefome,  and 
now  ufelefs,  enquiries.  W  hen  once 
the  people  were  heartily  engaged 
in  a  war,  they  would  never  wait  to 
recoiled,  much  lefs  to  animadvert 
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on,  the  original ,  caufes  of  difpute  ; 
but  would  in  their  ufual  manner, 
and  from  their  natural  difpofition, 
carry  it  on  with  eagernefs,  and  if 
gratilied  now  and  then  with  a  bril¬ 
liant  ftroke  of  fuccefs,  care  nothing 
about  future  burthens  or  confequen- 
ces.  Thus  the  public  opinion  would 
be  fecured ;  they  had  already  fhewn 
a  decided  fuperiority  in  parliament ; 
and  the  efforts  of  the  minority,  ftrug- 
gling  with  the  general  opinion, 
and  directed  again  ft  the  apparent 
national  intereft,  would  only  tend 
to  render  them  every  day  more 
feeble  ;  and  deprive  them  of  that 
popularity,  which  is  the  foul  of  op- 
pofition. 

The  late  engagements  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  had,  in  a  certain  degree,  af¬ 
fected  both  the  national  and  mi¬ 
litary  pride  of  the  people.  Many 
of  thofe,  who  had  not  approved  of 
our  late  conduCt  with  refpeCt  to 
the  colonies,  thought  it  now  too 
late  to  look  back,  or  to  enquire 
into  paft  caufes,  that  government 
muft  be  fupported  at  any  rate,  that 
,  we  muft  not  hefitate  at  any  ex¬ 
pence  or  danger  to  preferve  ourdo- 
minions  ;  and  that  whoever  was 
right  in  the  beginning,  the  Ame¬ 
rican  infolence  deferred  chaftife- 
ynent  at  prefent. 

Many  caufes  concurred  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  lofs  of  the  American  com¬ 
merce  front  being  yet  generally 
felt.  The  prodigious  remittances 
in  corn  during  our  fcarcity,  which 
we  muft  do  .the  Americans  the  juf- 
tice  to  fay,  they  with  great  hopefty 
made  in  difcharge  of  their  debts, 
with  the  much  larger  than  ufual 
fums  which  they  were  enabled  to 
pay,  from  the  advanced  prices  of 
oil,  tobacco,  and  other  commodi¬ 
ties,  all  together  occafioned  a  pro¬ 
digious  influx  of  money. 

The  failing  of  the  jflota  from 


Spain,  the  Armament  again!!  Al¬ 
giers,  and  the  peace  between  the 
Ruffians  and  Turks,  occaftoned  an 
unufual  demand  for  goods  and  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  various  forts,  from 
Spain,  the  North  of  Europe,  and 
Turkey,  which  keeping  up  a  brifk 
circulation  in  trade,  bufinefs,  and 
money,  all  contributed  to  the  fame 
effeCt. 

The  war  itfelf,  the  fupplying  of 
an  army  and  navy  with  provifions 
and  neceflaries  of  every  fort,  at  fo 
prodigious  a  diftance,  gave  em¬ 
ployment  and  emolument  to  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  people,  engaged 
a  vaft  quantity  of  fhipping  in  the 
tranfport  fervice,  which  would  have 
been  otherwife  idle,  and  caufed 
fuch  a  buftle  of  bufinefs,  and 
circulation  of  cafh,  as  checked  all 
obfervation  of  other  deficiencies, 
and  ftifled  all  attention  to  future 
confequences.  A  golden  harveft 
alfo,  was  not  only  opened  to  the 
of  contractors,  but  they  had  al¬ 
ready  enjoyed  fuch  a  fliare  of 
the  fruits,  as  was  fufficient  to  ex¬ 
cite  the  moft  eager  rage  for  its 
continuance  and  renewal.  It  is 
fcarcely  neceflary  to  mention  the 
numberlefs  dealers  and  gamefters, 
in  lotteries,  flocks,  and  other  mo¬ 
ney  tranfaCtions,  who  profit  by  all 
wars.  Thefe  contributed  to  keep 
up  the  fpirits  of  the  people,  and 
to  animate  them  to  this  civil  con¬ 
tention. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  great 
bodies  of  American,  African,  and 
Weft- India  merchants,  with  the 
Weft- Indian  planters,  had  too 
long  forefeen,  and  already  too 
deeply  experienced,  the  fatal  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  prefent  unhappy  con- 
teft.  They  accordingly,  with  a 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
great  trading  cities  of  London  and 
Triftol,  ftill  wifhed  andftruggled 

to 
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to  have  matters  reffored  to  their 
ancient  date,  and  reprobated  all 
the  meafures  which  led  to  the  pre- 
fent  crifis.  No  inconliderable  part 
of  the  people  in  other  places, 
though  grown  lefs  loud  in  their 
demands  for  peace,  ftill,  however, 
remained  diffatisfied  with  the  pre- 
fent  meafures-  In  Ireland,  though 
thofe  in  office,  and  the  principal 
nobility  and  gentry  declared  againll 
America,  by  far  the  majority  of 
the  proteftant  inhabitants  there, 
who  are  ftrenuous  and  declared 
whigs,  ftrongly  leaned  to  the  caufe 
of  the  colonies. 

It  mull,  however,  be  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  an  unufual  apathy 
with  refpe<51  to  public  affairs, 
feemed  to  prevail  with  the  people, 
in  general,  of  this  country;  of 
which  a  ftronger  proof  needs  not 
to  be  given,  than  that  which  will 
probably  recur  to  every  body’s  me¬ 
mory,  that  the  accounts  of  many  of 
the  late  military  actions,  as  well 
as  of  political  proceedings  of  no 
lefs  importance,  were  received 
with  as  much  indifference,  and 
canvaffed  with  as  much  coolneis 
and  unconcern,  as  if  they  had 
happened  between  two  nations  with 
whom  we  were  fcarcely  connected. 
We  muff  except  from  all  thefe  ob- 
feiwations,  the  people  of  North - 
Britain,  who,  almoff  to  a  man,  fo 
far  as  they  could  be  deferibed  or 
diffinguiffied  under  any  particular 
denomination,  not  only  applaud¬ 
ed,  but  proferred  life  and  fortune 
in  fupport  of  the  prefent  meafures. 
The  fame  approbation  was  alfo  gi¬ 
ven,  and  affurances  made,  though 
with  fomewhat  lefs  earneftnefs  and 
unanimity,  by  a  great  number  of 
towns  in  England.  The  recruit¬ 


ing  fervice,  however,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  a  kind  of  po¬ 
litical  barometer  with  refpeeff  to  the 
fentiments  of  the  loweft  orders  in 
cafes  of  that  nature,  went  on  very 
heavily  for  the  land  and  fea  fer¬ 
vice,  both  in  England  and  Ire¬ 
land,  though  no  encouragement  was 
wanting,  nor  means  left  untried, 
for  the  making  of  extraordinary  le¬ 
vies.  ' 

In  this  ffate  of  T 
tilings,  at  a  meet-  June  24>  I7/Sm 
ing  of  the  citizens  of  London  in 
Common-hall  for  the  election  of 
their  annual  officers,  the  Lord- 
Mayor  laid  before  them  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  anfwer  to  their  laft  remon- 
ffrance,  together  with  the  fubfe- 
quent  letter  from  the  Lord  Cham¬ 
berlain,  *  giving  notice,  that  the 
King  would  not  receive,  on  the 
throne,  any  more  of  their  petiti¬ 
ons,  except  in  their  corporate  ca¬ 
pacity.  Upon  this  information, 
they  paffed  a  number  of  refolutions, 
in  one  of  which  they  declared, 
“  That  whoever  advifed  his  Ma- 
jeffy  to  declare  he  would  not  in 
future  receive  on  the  throne  any 
addrefs,  remonftrance,  and  petiti¬ 
on,  from  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Livery  of  London,  are 
enemies  to  the  right  of  the  fubjedt 
to  petition  the  throne,  becaufe  fuch 
advice  is  calculated  to  intercept  the 
complaints  of  the  people  to  their 
Sovereign,  to  prevent  a  redrefs  of 
grievances,  and  alienate  the  minds 
of  Engliffimen  from  the  Hanoveri¬ 
an  fucceiTion.” 

They  then  agreed  upon  another 
addrefs,  remonff ranee,  and  peti- 
tition,  which  at  leaff  equalled  any 
of  the  former,  in  thofe  fentiments, 
declarations,  and  charges,  which 

*  See  an  account  of  both  thefe  tranlactions  in  the  Hiftorical  part  of  our  lafl 

volume,  P-  1 13. 
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were  confidered  as  mod  obnoxious. 
Among  thofe  expredions  that  were 
the  leaft  exceptionable,  they  defire 
his  Majedy  to  condder,  “  what 
^  the  fituation  of  his  people  here 
mud  be,  who  have  nothing  now 
to  expert  from  America,  but 
44  Gazettes  of  blood,  and  mutual 
46  lids  of  their  daughtered  fellow- 
^4  lubje<£ts.;’>  In  other  refpeds, 
they  paded  the  fevered  and  harlhed 
cenfures  upon  the  Grand  Council 
and  Reprefentative  of  the  nation, 
as  alfo  upon  miniders  and  fecret 
advifers  ;  and  they  conclude  with 
a  prayer  for  the  didolution  of  par¬ 
liament,  and  a  dibnidion  for  ever 
pf  the  prefent  miniders  and  ad¬ 
vifers. 

A  refolution  was  paded  at  the 
fame  time,  that  this  addrefs  Ihould 
not  be  prefented,  unlefs  it  was  re¬ 
ceived  fitting  on  the  throne  ;  and 
the  Sheriffs  having  accordingly 
waited  on  the  King  to  know  when 
he  would  be  pleafed  to  receive  it, 
they  were  informed,  that  it  would 
be  accepted  the  next  day  at  the 
levee,  to  whiph  one  of  the  She¬ 
riffs  replied,  that  the  Livery  in 
Common- Hall  had  refolved  that 
their  addrefs  diould  not  be  pre¬ 
fented,  unlefs  it  was  received  on 
the  throne,  the  King  immediately 
put  an  end  to  farther  application 
by  the  following  words  :  44  I  am 
f‘  ever  ready  to  receive  addredes 
and  petitions  ;  but  I  am  the 
?4  judge  where.”  v 

Tnhr  , r.  *n  confequence  of  this 
,  ^  4  1  *  failure  with  refped  to 

the  petition,  another  Common- 
Hall  was  held  in  a  few  days,  when 
the  proceedings  of  the  Sheriffs, 
and  the.  King’s  anfwer,  being  re¬ 
ported  to  them,  the  latter  was  or¬ 
dered  to  be  entered  in  the  city 
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books  ;  after  which  they  refolved, 
That  the  King  is  bound  to  hear  the 
petitions  of  his  people,  it  being 
the  undoubted  right  of  the  fubjed 
to  be  heard,  and  not  a  matter  of 
grace  and  favour. — -That  the  late 
anfwer  was  a  diredt  denial  of  the 
right  of  that  court  to  have  their 
petitions  heard.— - That  fuch  de¬ 

nial  renders  the  right  of  petitioning 
the  throne,  recognized  and  eda- 
blidied  by  the  Revolution,  of  no 
effect.— And  that  the  advifer,  di¬ 
rectly  or  indirectly,  of  the  refufal, 
was  equally  an  enemy  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  and  fecurity  of  the  King, 
and  to  the  peace  and  liberties  of 
the  people. 

They  then  ordered  that  their  re* 
monftrance,  which  was  refufed  to 
be  heard  on  the  throne,  diould  be 
printed  in  the  public  papers,  and 
ligned  by  the  Town  Clerk;  that 
the  Sheriffs,  attended  by  the  Re¬ 
membrancer,  diould  wait  on  the 
King,  and  deliver,  in  their  name, 
into  his  hand,  a  fair  copy  of  their 
refolutions,  both  on  Midfummer* 
day,  and  the  prefent,  dgned  by 
the  Town  Clerk;  and  that  they 
diould  be  alfo  printed  in  the  public 
papers. — The  refolutions  were  ac¬ 
cordingly  prefented,  and  received 
without  any  anfwer. 

The  Common- Hall  then  paded 
an  inftrudion  to  their  reprefenta- 
tives  in  parliament,  dire&ing  that 
they  diould  move  immediately  at 
the  next  meeting,  for  an  humble 
addrefs  from  the  Commons  to  his 
Majedy,  requefting  to  know  who 
were  the  advifers  of  thofe  fata! 
meafures,  which  had  planted 
popery  and  arbitrary  power  in 
America,  and  had  plunged  us  into 
a  mod;  unnatural  civil  war,  to  the 
fubverfion  of  the  fundamental  prin- 
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oiples  of  Englifh  liberty,  the  ruin 
of  our  molt  valuable  commerce, 
and  the  definition  oLhis  Majefty’s 
fubjets  ;  alfo  to  know  who  were 
the  advifers  of  the  prefent  meafure 
of  refuhng  petitions  ;  and  then  to 
move  for  an  impeachment  of  the 
authors  and  advifers  of  all  thofe 
meafures,  that  by  bringing  them 
to  public  jultice,  evil  counfellors 
might  be  removed  from  before  the 
King,  his  throne  eftablilhed,  the 
rights  of  the  people  vindicated, 
and  the  whole  empire  reltored  to 
the  enjoyment  of  peace,  liberty, 
and  fafety. 

Notwithftanding  this  heat  of  re- 
fentment  in  the  Common-Hall, 
which,  with  the  refufal  on  the 
ofher  fide,  feemed  to  cut  off  all 
communication,  in  the  way  of  pe¬ 
tition,  between  the  city  and  the 
throne,  a  very  moderate  and  tem¬ 
perate  application  of  that  nature, 

.  under  the  title  of  an  hum- 

1 5 1 1 '  ble  Addrefs  and  Petition, 
was,  within  a  few  days  after, 
moved  for,  and  carried  by  a  ma¬ 
jority,  after  conhderable  debate, 
in  the  body  corporate,  confiding 
in  the  court  of  Lord-Mayor,  Al¬ 
dermen,  and  Common-Council. 
In  this  petition,  they  deplored  the 
grievous  diffractions  in  America, 
lamented  thofe  meafures  whofe  de¬ 
finitive  principles  had  driven  their 
brethren  there  to  ats  of  defpera- 
tion,  and  flrongly  afterted  their 
loyalty  and  affetion,  notwith- 
flanding  thofe  adds,  juflifying  their 
condudf  upon  that  love  of  liberty 
which  actuates  all  the  members  of 
the  empire  ;  they  applied  to  the 
humanity  of  the  Sovereign  to  heal 
the  miferies  of  his  people ;  hoped 
that  the  former  condut  of  the 
Americans,  their  free  gifts  and 


ready  fervice,  in  both  of  which 
they  fprung  far  beyond,  not  only 
demand,  but  expedition,  would 
procure  a  liberal  and  favourable 
conflrution  of  their  prefent  ac¬ 
tions,  and  plead  powerfully  for 
granting  them  every  reafonable 
opportunity  oi  giving  as  freemen 
what  they  feemed  refolutely  deter¬ 
mined  to  refufe,  under  the  injunc¬ 
tion  of  laws  made  independent  of 
their  own  confent.  They  con¬ 
cluded  with  the  moft  pathetic  {ap¬ 
plications,  that  the  prelent  opera¬ 
tions  of  force  might  be  fufpended ; 
and  that  the  Americans,  uncon- 
trouled  by  a  reflraint  incompatible 
with  a  free  government,  might 
poffefs  an  opportunity  of  tendering 
filch  terms  of  accommodation,  as, 
they  did  not  doubt,  would  approve 
them’  worthy  of  a  diflinguifhed 
rank  among  the  firmed  friends  of 
this  country. 

This  petition  was  received  upon 
the  throne,  and  his  Majefty  laid 
to  anfwer.  That  he  was  always 
ready  to  liften  to  the  dutiful  peti¬ 
tions  of  his  fubjets,  and  ever  hap¬ 
py  to  comply  with  their  reafonable 
requefts;  but  while  the  conftitu- 
tional  authority  of  this  kingdom 
was  openly  refilled  by  a  part  of  his 
American  fubje<5ts,  he  owed  it  to 
the  reft  of  his  people,  of  whofe 
zeal  and  fidelity  he  had  fuch  con- 
ftant  proofs,  to  continue,  and  eo*- 
force,  thofe  meafures  by  which 
alone  their  rights  and  interefts 
could  be  afferted  and  maintained. 

Previous  to  thefe  city  tranf- 
ations,  a  letter  was  received  from 
the  Committee  of  New  York,  adv 
drafted  to  the  Lord-Mayor,  Aider- 
men,  and  Common-Council,  con¬ 
taining,  together  with  a  copy  of 
their  aftociation,  a  recital  of  moft 

of 
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of  thofe  grievances  and  complaints, 
which  we  have  fo  often  been  un¬ 
der  a  neceffity  of  repeating*  In 
this  piece  they  rejected,  and  com¬ 
mented  with  feverity  upon  the 
terms  included  in  the  minider’s 
concilatory  proportion;  they  de¬ 
clared  the  wiilingnefs  of  the  colo¬ 
nies,  in  the  ancient  form  of  requi- 
fition,  and  upon  fuitable  emer¬ 
gencies,  to  contribute  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  empire ;  but  they  mull 
contribute  of  their  voluntary  gift 
as  Englifhmen  ;  they  tedified  their 
fidelity  and  inviolable  loyalty, 
with  their  affedionjto  this  coun¬ 
try  ;  dated  the  great  danger  at  pre- 
fent,  of  further  irritation  with  re- 
fped  to  the  colonies  ;  declared  the 
unanimity  of  their  citizens  in  de¬ 
fending  their  rights  at  all  rifques ; 
and  trull  in  the  mod  vigorous  exer¬ 
tions  of  the  city  of  London,  to¬ 
wards  redoring  union,  mutual  con¬ 
fidence,  and  peace  to  the  whole 
empire. 

The  Earl  of  Effingham,  whofe 
military  genius  had  led  him  when 
a  youth  into  the  army,  and  had 
fince  prompted  him  to  ripen  theory 
into  experience  wherever  real  fer- 
vice  was  to  be  found,  by  ading  as 
a  volunteer  in  the  war  between  the 
Ruffians  and  Turks,  had  fince  his 
return,  as  a  peer  in  parliament, 
uniformly  oppofed  the  whole  fyf- 
tem  of  meafures  purfued  againd 
the  Americans,  and  finding,  at 
length,  that  the  regiment  in  which 
he  ferved  was  intended  for  the 
American  fervice,  thought  it  in¬ 
confident  with  his  character,  and 
unbecoming  ot  his  dignity,  to  en¬ 
force  meafures  with  his  fword, 
which  he  had  fo  utterly  condemned 
in  his  legifiative  capacity.  He 
accordingly  wrote  a  letter  of  refig- 


nation  to  the  Secretary  at  war,  in 
which  having  declared  the  chear- 
fulnefs  with  which  he  would  facri- 
fice  life  and  fortune  in  fupport  of 
the  fafety,  honour,  and  dignity, 
of  his  Majedy’s  crown  and  perfon, 
he  obferved,  that  the  fame  prin¬ 
ciples  which  had  infpired  him  with 
thefe  unalterable  fentiments  of  duty 
and  affedion  to  the  King,  would 
not  differ  him  to  be  indrumental 

i  % 

in  depriving  any  part  of  his  peo¬ 
ple  of  thofe  liberties,  which  form 
the  bed  fecurity  for  their  fidelity 
and  obedience  to  his  government. 
He  expreffed  the  deeped  regret, 
and  greated  mortification,  at  be¬ 
ing  obliged  to  quit  a  profeffion 
which  had  been  that  of  his  ancef- 
tors  for  many  ages,  to  the  dudy 
and  pradice  of  which  from  child¬ 
hood  his  pad  life  had  been  applied, 
and  his  future  intentionally  dedi¬ 
cated;  and  that  as  he  waved  the 
advantage  which  the  cudom  of  the 
fervice  entitled  him  to,  the  right 
of  felling  what  he  had  bought,  he 
intreated,  that  he  might  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  retain  his  rank  in  the 
army,  that  whenever  the  envy  or 
ambition  of  foreign  powers  fhould 
require  it,  he  might  be  enabled  to 
ferve  his  Majedy  and  his  country 
in  that  way,  in  which  of  ail  others 
he  thought  himfelf  bed  calculated 
to  do  it  with  effed. 

»  This  nobleman’s  refignation,  or 
rather  the  caufe  from  which  it  pro¬ 
ceeded,  gave  great  offence,  and 
the  requed  of  retaining  his  rank  in 
the  army,  we  believe,  was  not 
complied  with.  Some  officers  had 
not  fhewn  the  fatisfadion  in  going 
upon  that  fervice,  which  they 
would  have  done  upon  any  other. 
A  few,  indeed,  who  could  not 
conquer  their  repugnance  to  it  had 
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quitted.  But  the  majority  thought, 
that  where  the  fuperior  authorities 
of  King  and  parliament  had  de¬ 
cided,  it  was  no  part  of  their  mi¬ 
litary  duty  to  enquire  into  the  juf- 
tice  or  policy  of  the  quarrel. 

This  condud,  however,  ren¬ 
dered  that  nobleman  extremely  po¬ 
pular  among  thofe  who  held  fimi- 
lar  opinions  in  regard  to  the  Ame¬ 
rican  meafures,  and  who  {fill  com- 
pofed  a  numerous  body  in  England 
and  Ireland.  This  foon  appeared 
in  the  city,  where  among  the  re-  ' 
folutions  paded  in  the  Common- 
Hall  on  Midi ummer- day,  and 
which  were  afterwards  prefented 
to  the  King,  public  thanks  were 
ordered  to  be  given  to  “  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Earl  of  Effingham, 
for  having,  confidently  with  the 
principles  of  a  true  Engliihman, 
refufed  to  draw  that  fword,  which 
has  been  employed  to  the  honour 
of  his  country,  againd  the  lives 
and  liberties  of  his  fellow-fubjeds 
in  America.”  And  foon  after,  a 
fimilar  addrefs  of  thanks,  but  in 
dill  fuller  terms,  was  prefented  to 
him  from  the  Guild  of  Merchants 
in  Dublin. 

This  lad  body,  who  in  Dublin 
form  a  corporation,  prefented  alfo 
an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  the  feveral 
Peers,  who  (as  they  fay)  “  in 
fupport  of  our  conditution,  and  in 
oppofition  to  a  weak  and  wicked 
adminidration,  proteded  againd 
the  American  Redraining  Bills.” 
This  addrefs  to  the  Proteding 
JLords,  (to  which  was  affixed  the 
corporation  feal)  was  fent  to  each 
feparately,  and  a  feparate  anfwer 
accordingly  given,  all  of  which 
appeared  at  that  time  in  the  public 
papers. 

The  Sheriffs  and  Commons  of 


the  city  of  Dublin,  had  for  fome 
time  endeavoured  to  obtain  the 
concurrencs  of  the  Lord-Mayor 
and  board  of  Aldermen,  in  a  pe¬ 
tition  w  the  throne,  againd  the 
meafures  purfued  with  reiped  to 
the  colonies  ;  but  were  anfwered 
by  the  latter,  upon  their  fird  ap¬ 
plication,  that  the  matter  was  of 
the  bigbejl  importance ,  and  there¬ 
fore  inexpedient .  Upon  a  fubfe- 
quent  occadon,  however,  they  feem 
to  have  concurred  in  the  meafure, 
as  a  committee  of  fix  Aldermen, 
with  as  many  Commoners,  and  the 
Recorder,  were  appointed  to  draw 
up  a  petition  and  addrefs ;  this 
talk,  after  feveral  weeks  prepara¬ 
tion  or  delay,  being  at  length  ac- 
compliffied,  the  petition  was  ar- 
reded  in  its  further  progrefs,  by 
a  negative  from  the  Lord-Mayor 
and  Aldermen. 

Upon  this  difappoint-  . 
ment,  the  Sheriffs  and  1  u^‘  2  " 
Commons  prefaced  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  refolutions  by  a  declaration, 
that  “  Anxious  to  preferve  our 
reputations,  from  the  odium  that 
mud  remain  to  all  poderity  on  the 
names  of  thofe,  who  in  any  wife 
promote  the  ads  now  carrying  on 
in  America,  and  feeling  the  mod 
poignant  grief,  as  well  on  account 
of  the  injured  inhabitants  of  that 
continent,  as  on  that  of  our  brave 
countrymen,  lent  on  the  unnatural 
errand  of  killing  their  fellow-fub¬ 
jeds,  have  refolved,  That  it  is 
the  duty  of  every  good  citizen  to 
exert  his  utmod  abilities  to  allay 
the  unhappy  difputes  that  at  pre- 
fent  didurb  the  Britifh  empire. — - 
That  whoever  would  refufe  his 
confent  to  a  dutiful  petition  to  the 
King,  tending  to  undeceive  his 
Majefty,  and  from  which  it  could 

be 
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be  hoped  that  the  effufion  of  one 
drop  of  fubje<5t  blood  might  be  pre¬ 
vented,  is  not  a  friend  to  the  Bri- 
tifh  Conflitution.” — Such  was  at 
prefent  the  flate  of  political  opi¬ 
nion  among  the  merchants,  and 
the  principal  proteflant  inhabitants 
of  the  city  of  Dublin. 

The  inability  of  purchafing,  and 
providing  for,  Negroes,  which  the 
prefent  difputes  had  occalioned  in 
our  Weft- India  iflands,  together 
'with  the  lofs  of  the  American  mar¬ 
ket  for  Haves,  and  the  impedi¬ 
ments  caufed  by  the  proclamations 
of  council  againft  the  exportation 
of  arms  and  ammunition,  had,  all 
together)  nearly  extinguifhed  our 
African  trade.  This  lofs  was 
more  particularly  felt  in  the  port 
of  JLiverpoole,  which  had  poffeffed 
a  much  greater  part  of  that  com¬ 
merce  than  any  other  in  the  king¬ 
dom.  As  the  Guinea  Ihips  now 
arrived  they  were  laid  up,  in  an 
uncertainty  of  their  future  difpofi- 
tion,  whilft  the  crews  looked  in 
vain  for  other  employment.  As 
other  branches  of  commerce  were 
alfo  flackened  in  a  great  degree, 
and  that  the  crews  of  the  Green¬ 
land  (hips,  upon  their  return  in 
July  and  the  beginning  of  Augufl, 
were  as  ufuai  difcharged,  the 
number  of  feamen  out  of  employ  in 
that  town  became  very  great,  and 
according  to  fome  accounts  amount¬ 
ed  to  about  3000. 

In  this  fituation,  the  feamen  com¬ 
plained  that  an  attempt  was  made 
by  the  merchants  to  lower  their 
wages,  in  confequence  of  which 
a  violent  commotion  was  excited 
among  them,  in  which  they  cut 
the  rigging  of  fome  flips  to  pieces, 
affaulted.  fome  houfes,  and  com¬ 
mitted  other  violences.  They, 
however,  difperfed  again,  and 
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became  quiet ;  but  the  feizing  a 
number  of  them,  and  fending  them 
to  prifon,  re-kindled  the  flame 
with  greater  violence,  fo  that  with* 
out  any  extraordinary  bias  upon 
the  common  courfe  of  things  in 
fuch  circumffances,  it  might  well 
have  ended  in  the  deffrudHon  of 
that  flourifhing  town.  The  Tai¬ 
lors  immediately  aiTembled,  pro¬ 
cured  not  only  fire-arms,  but  can¬ 
non,  and  were  proceeding  to  the 
definition  of  the  prifon,  when  its 
fafety  was  purchafed  by  the  en¬ 
largement  of  their  companions. 
But  their  rage  was  by  this  time  too 
high,  and  they  were  too  much  in¬ 
flamed  by  liquor,  to  be  appeafed 
by  reafonable  eonceffions.  They 
not  only  proceeded  to  deflroy  the 
houfes  of  obnoxious  perfons,  but 
they  at  length  marched  in  a  body 
to  demolifh  the  Exchange.  This 
danger  was  forefeen,  or  probably 
announced  by  themfelves,  a  confi- 
derable  time  before  the  attempt,  fb 
that  the  Exchange  was  fhut  up, 
barricaded,  and  well  garrifoned 
by  the  merchants  and  townfmen. 
They,  however,  made  feveral  con- 
fufed  attacks,  which  continued 

through  the  courfe  of  A  , 

•  f  ,  c  Aug.  20th. 

a  night,  and  part  or  ^  J 

the  enfuing  morning;  during 
which,  through  their  drunkennefs 
and  diforder,  they  laid  themfelves 
fo  open  to  the  fire  of  the  defend¬ 
ants,  (who  were  themfelves  fafe 
under  cover)  that  feveral  of  them 
were  killed  and  wounded.  The 
arrival  of  a  detachment  of  light- 
horfe,  at  length  put  an  end  t<y 
the  diforder.  It  was  then  appre¬ 
hended,  that  this  would  prove  only 
a  prelude  to  other  diforders.  But 
the  affair  was  accidental ;  and  fuf- 
licient  employment  for  the  feamen 
wasfoon  found  in  die  King’s  fervice. 

About 
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About  this  time,  Mr.  Penn,  late 
Governor,  and  one  of  the  proprie¬ 
tors  of  Penfylvania,  arrived  from 
thence,  with  a  petition  from  the 
General  Congrefs  to  the  King, 
which  he  prefented  through  the 
hands  of  Lord  Dartmouth.  Du¬ 
ring  the  fhort  time  that  the  fate  of 
this  petition  hung  in  fufpence,  the 
moft  fanguine  hopes  were  formed, 
by  thofe  who  were  earned  for  peace, 
or  friends  to  America,  that  it 
would  have  led  to  a  happy  recon¬ 
ciliation  ;  more  efpecially,  as  it  had 
already  tranfpired,  that  it  con¬ 
tained  profeffions  of  the  greated 
loyalty,  and  was  couched  in  the 
mod  moderate  and  humble  terms. 
But  in  proportion  to  the  extent  of 
thefe  hopes,  was  the  greatnefs  of 
the  difappointment  to  thofe  who 
eagerly  wifhed  for  fo  delirable  an 
event,  when  they  found  that  Mr. 
Penn  was  informed  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  minider,  that  no  anfwer  would 
be  given  to  the  petition.  The 
Americans  had  alfo  laid  great 
drefs  upon  the  fuccefs  of  this  final 
application,,  and  are  faid  to  have 
relaxed  their  operations  confidera- 
bly  upon  that  idea,  until  they  heard 
the  event. 

This  petition,  which  was  fub- 
feribed  by  all  the  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  teemed  with  exprellions 
of  duty,  refpedt,  and  loyalty,  to 
the  King,  and  of  affedlion  to  the 
parent  date.  They  attribute  all 
the  differences  and  misfortunes 
which  have  hitherto  taken  place, 
to  a  pernicious  fydem  of  govern¬ 
ment,  adopted  at  the  clofe  of  the 
late  war,  and  to  the  evil  defigns 
and  conduct  of  miniders  fince  that 
time.  They  declare  in  one  part, 
That  they  not  only  mod  ardently 
defire,  that  the  former  harmony 


between  the  mother  country  and 
the  colonies  may  be  redored,  but 
that  a  concord  may  be  edablifhed 
between  them  upon  fo  firm  a  bafis, 
as  to  perpetuate  its  bleffings,  un¬ 
interrupted  by  any  future  diffen- 
tions,  to  fucceeding  generations  in 
both  countries.  And  in  another. 
That  notwithdanding  the  buffer¬ 
ings  of  his  Majedy’s  loyal  colo- 
nids,  during  the  courfe  of  the  pre- 
fent  controverfy,  their  breads  re¬ 
tain  too  tender  a  regard  for  the 
kingdom  from  which  they  derive 
their  origin,  to  requed  fuch  a  con¬ 
ciliation,  as  might  in  any  manner 
be  inco  fijlent  with  her  dignity  or 
her  welfare.  That,  thefe,  related 
as  they  are  to  her,  honour  and 
duty,  as  well  as  inclination,  induce 
them  to  fupport  and  advance ;  and 
the  apprehenfions,  that  now  op- 
preded  their  hearts  with  unlpeak- 
able  grief,  being  once  removed, 
his  Majedy  will  find  his  faithful 
fubjedts  on  that  continent,  ready 
and  willing,  at  all  times,  as  they 
have  ever  been,  with  their  lives 
and  fortunes ,  to  afjert  and  maintain 
the  rights  and  interefls  of  Lis  Ma~ 
jefty,  wd  of  their  mother  country. 

It  may  perhaps  hereafter  be  a 
matter  of  doubt,  when  the  war 
and  its  confequences  are  much  bet¬ 
ter  remembered,  than  the  circum- 
dances  that  preceded,  or  the  caufes 
that  led  to  it,  whether  it  was  pof> 
fible  that  fuch  fentiments  could 
really  prevail  with  either  of  the 
parties,  at  the  time  that  fo  unna¬ 
tural,  and  fo  unhappy  a  conted 
took  place  between  them.  The 
particular  drift  and  defign  of  this 
petition,  diflincd  from  its  great  and 
general  obje<d  of  a  redoration  of 
harmony  and  peace,  will  be  un- 
derdood  by  their  own  words  in  the 

following 
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following  paiTage— u  With  all  hu¬ 
mility  fubmitting  to  your  Ma- 
jefty7s  wife  confideration,  whether 
it  may  not  be  expedient,  for  faci¬ 
litating  thefe  important  purpofes, 
that  your  Majefly  be  pleafed  to 
direct  fome  mode  by  which  the 
united  applications  of  your  faith¬ 
ful  colonies  to  the  throne,  in  pur- 
fuance  of  their  common-councils, 
may  be  improved  into  a  happy  and 
permanent  reconciliation ;  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  meafures  be  taken 
for  preventing  the  further  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  lives  of  your  Majefty’s 
fubjedds,  and  that  fuch  ftatutes 
as  more  immediately  diftrefs  any 
of  your  Majefty’s  colonies  be  re¬ 
pealed.57 

Whatever  the  inward  intentions 
of  the  parties  were,  the  language 
was  conciliatory,  and  the  requefl 
not  immoderate.  Thofe  who  fa¬ 
voured  the  plan  of  pacifying  by 
conceflion,  loudly  clamoured  at  the 
anfwer  of  Lord  Dartmouth,  as 
calculated  to  drive  the  colonies  to 
the  laft  extremities  of  indepen¬ 
dence  and  foreign  connexion ; 
for  this  reception,  they  faid,  of  fo 
dutiful  aud  decent  an  addrefs, 
amounted  to  no  lefs  than  a  renun¬ 
ciation  of  their  allegiance.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  friends  of  the 
minifhy  took  it  into  a  different 
point  of  view.  The  petition,  they 
allowed,  had  a  decent  appearance. 
But  did  they  formally  admit  the 
rights  of  parliament?  Were  they 
not  dill  in  arms  ?  and  in  that  fitua- 
tion  could  their  fincerity  be  relied 
on?  They  laid,  that  they  only 
wanted  to  gain  time  by  a  negocia- 
tion,  until  they  had  formed  their 
government,  and  eftablifhed  their 
flrength  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  would 
render  all  future  efforts  for  their 


reduddion  ineffeddual.  We  had  al¬ 
ready  gone  far  in  the  expences  of 
a  war;  we  fhould  not  now  flop 
fhort ;  but  reap  the  benefits  to  go¬ 
vernment,  which  always  arife  from 
unfuccefsful  rebellion.  And  be- 
fides  thofe  great  objects,  of  punifh- 
ing  the  obnoxious,  and  providing 
for  our  friends,  to  rivet,  without 
leaving  room  for  a  future  contefl, 
that  unconditional  fubmiflion  upon 
the  Americans,  which  no  treaty  or 
negociation  could  ever  obtain. 
While  on  the  contrary,  if  amica¬ 
ble  terms  were  now  entered  into, 
all  our  expence  and  preparation 
would  be  thrown  away;  v/e  muff 
fhrink  from  the  propofals  we  had 
made  to  foreign  Princes  for  hiring 
their  troops,  which  would  degrade 
us  in  their  eyes,  as  our  tamenefs 
in  putting  up  with  the  infolence  of 
our  own  people,  would  in  thofe  of 
all  Europe;  and  all  the  buflle  we 
had  made  would  pafs  over,  with¬ 
out  having  imprefled  the  colonies 
with  a  fenfe  of  our  dignity,  or 
with  the  terror  of  our  power.  Be- 
fides,  the  nation  was  prepared  by 
die  language  of  waif  for  the  extent, 
and  it  was  not  certain  that  vigor¬ 
ous  meafures,  if  it  fhould  be  found 
neceffary  to  refuipe  them,  would 
be  fo  well  received  gs  they  were  in 
the  prefent  temper  of  the  nation, 
whofe  favourable  difpofition  was 
to  be  carefully  cultivated,  and  em- . 
ployed  in  the  critical  moment. 

As  the  time  approached  for  the 
meeting  of  parliament,  addreffes? 
were  poured  in  from  different 
quarters,  fome  in  violent,  others 
in  more  temperate  language,  but 
all  condemning  the  conduct  of  the 
Americans,  approving  of  all  the 
adds  of  government,  and  in  gene¬ 
ral,  recommending  a  perfeverance 
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in  the  fame  ftrong  meafures,  until 
the  colonies  were  reduced  to  a  tho¬ 
rough  obedience,  and  brought  to 
a  full  fenfe  both  of  their  errors 
and  duty.  In  feveral  of  thefe, 
very  intemperate  reflections  were 
paffed  upon  thofe  gentlemen  who 
had  oppofed  adminiftration  in  the 
prefent  American  meafures,  who 
were  reprefented  as  factious  and 
defperate  men,  and  ftigmatized  as 
being  not  only  encouragers,  but 
in  a  great  degree  the  authors  of 
the  American  rebellion.  This  ex¬ 
ceedingly  inflamed  the  leaders  of 
the  minority  againft  the  procurers 
of  thofe  addreffes  ;  and  only  ferved 
to  irritate  the  fpirit  of  oppofition 
againft  the  minifters  and  meafures 
which  the  addreffes  were  intended 
to  fupport. 

As  all  the  ancient  diftinCtions 
between  Whig  and  Tory,  had  of 
late  been  unhappily  revived,  they 
now  appeared  in  full  vigour;  and 
as  Manchefter  took  the  lead  in  ad- 
drefies,  it  was  faid,  with  great 
acrimony,  that  they  were  the  legi¬ 
timate  offspring  only  of  Tory 
towns,  though  they  fprung  up  ac¬ 
cidentally  from  the  Tory  party  in 
others ;  while  all  the  odium  of  en¬ 
couraging  civil  war,  devaluation, 
and  bloodfhed,  with  the  attrocious 
defign  of  mifleading  government, 
by  giving  it  partial  and  falfe  ideas 
of  the  difpofition  of  the  nation  in 
general,  was  attempted  to  be 
thrown  upon  them.  It  was  faid, 
that  diftra&ion  at  home,  and  dis¬ 
honour  abroad,  were  the  conftant 
effeCt  of  the  predominance  of  Tory 
councils.  Thefe  reproaches  were 
laughed  at  on  the  other  fide,  who, 
ftrong  in  the  fanCtion  of  authority, 
turned  the  tables  upon  the  Whigs, 
and  charged  them  not  only  with  a 
caufelefs  oppofition,  but  with  dif- 


affeCtion  to  government.  The 
writers  who  more  openly  attacked 
the  Whigs,  as  fuch,  and  by  that 
name,  declared,  that  they  were 
the  perpetual  enemies  to  govern¬ 
ment.  That  if  they  appeared  to 
fupport  it  for  a  time,  it  was  only 
becaufe  they  had  rendered  it  fub- 
fervient  to  their  faction ;  but  that 
whenever  it  was  put  upon  an  in¬ 
dependent  and  refpeCtable  bottom, 
their  eternal  animofity  againft  it 
could  not  be  concealed.  At  this 
time  the  preachers,  after  a  long 
intermiflion,  entered  into  politics. 
Some  of  thofe  diftinguifhed  by  the 
name  of  Methodifts,  began  to  re¬ 
vive  the  doCfrine  of  paflive  obe¬ 
dience,  nearly  as  it  had  been  af- 
ferted  in  the  laft  century.  By  de¬ 
grees  this  mode  of  preaching  went 
higher.  On  the  other  hand,  fome 
clergymen,  efpecially  of  the  Dif- 
fenters,  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  li¬ 
berty  with  great  fervour. 

Thofe  who  wifhed  to  be  confi- 
dered  as  Whigs,  divided  amongft 
themfelves.  They  who  flood  with 
the  court,  reproached  the  oppofi¬ 
tion  with  having  abandoned  their 
principles.  That  true  Whigs  were 
the  ftrongeft  fupporters,  not  the 
mean  betrayers,  of  the  rights  of 
parliament.  That  formerly  Whigs 
oppofed  the  crown,  when  it  fet  up 
prerogative  in  oppofition  to  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  but  modern  corrupt  and  de¬ 
generated  whiggifm,  malicioufly 
and  unconfcitutionally  oppofed  the 
crown,  becaufe  it  aCted  in  concur¬ 
rence  with  parliament,  and  in  fup¬ 
port  of  its  inherent  rights.  That 
thofe  whom  the  oppofition  called 
Tories  (at  a  time  when  all  toryifmt 
was  loft  in  general  loyalty,  and 
love  of  law  and  liberty)  were  much 
more  truly  deferring  the  appella¬ 
tion  of  Whigs,  than  they  who  now 
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proftituted  its  name,  and  difgraeed 
its  principles,  by  abetting  an  iri- 
folent  and  ftaviffi  rebellion,  again  ft 
the  foie  guardian  of  freedom  and 
order. 

The  other  party  retorted  thefe 
charges  with  fcorn.  They  faid, 
that  their  adverfaries,  the  Court 
Whigs,  were  fo  fond  of  their  new 
allies  the  Tories,  that  they  had 
perfectly  gleaned  their  opinions 
and  language.  They  denied  to- 
ryifm  to  cxi  Pc,  only  becaufe  they 
had  become  Tories  themfelves. 
They  afferted,  that  whiggifm  did 
not  con  lift  in  the  fupport  of  the 
power  of  parliament,  or  of  any 
other  power;  but  of  the  rights  of 
the  people.  That  as  long  as  par¬ 
liament  protected  thofe  rights,  fo 
long  parliament  was  facred.  But 
if  parliament  ffibuld  become  an  in- 
ftrument  in  invading  them,  it  Was 
no  better  in  any  refpedt,  and  much 
worfe  in  feme,  than  any  other  in- 
ftrument  of  arbitrary  power.  That 
the  ancient  Whigs,  like  the  mo¬ 
dern,  contended  for  things,  not 
names.  That  the  Tories  are  like- 
wife  now,  as  well  as  formerly,  true 
to  their  principles.  They  never 
quarrelled  with  a  parliament  of 
their  own  party;  that  is,  a  parlia¬ 
ment  fubfefvient  to  the  crown,  ar¬ 
bitrary,  intolerant,  and  an  enemy 
to  the  freedom  of  mankind.  That 
if  parliaments  deftrey  the  liberty 
of  the  fubject  in  America,  they 
are  overturning  its  principle  every 
where.  They  faid,  that  to  be 
burthened  by  parliament  is  not  law 
and  liberty,  as  the  Tories  in  the 
made  of  Whigs  have  the  effrontery 
do  aiTert;  but  to  have  the  public 
exigencies  judged  of,  and  its  con¬ 
tributions  aiTefied,  by  a  parliament 
or  fome  other  affembly  (the  name 
is  immaterial)  of  its  own  choice , — 


this  is  law  and  liberty ;  and  nothing 
elfe  is  fo.  Such  are  whig  prin¬ 
ciples;  becaufe  if  they  were  dif¬ 
ferent,  the  whig  principles  could 
not  form  a  fcheme  of  liberty;  but 
would  be  juft  as  ftavifh  as  any  that, 
were  ever  imputed  to  the  abettors 
of  the  ranked  defpotifm. 

Iii  this  manner,  the  cont-rover- 
lies  dividing  and  fubdividing  the 
nation,  the  public  became  fome- 
what  lefs  languid  towards  the 
meeting  of  parliament.  Petitions 
met  the  addreftes  from  various  parts 
of  the  kingdom ;  and  it  was  for 
fome  time  doubtful  which  way  the 
fcale  would  incline.  From  the  ci¬ 
ties  of  London  and  Briftol  very- 
long  reprefentations  were  pre- 
fented,  dwelling  chiefly  on  the 
inefficacy  of  the  late  coercive 
and  reftridHve  m  earn  res  ;  the  mif- 
chiefs  which  were  inevitable  to  our 
own  trade  from  the  deftruction  of 

the  American ;  the  advantage 

.  .  . 

which  our  rival  neighbours  would 
derive  from  our  divifions.  The 
danger  and  frame  of  employing 
foreign  mercenaries  to  decide  our 
domeftic  differences ;  and  the  im¬ 
proper  manner  of  carrying  on  the 
war  by  burning  of  towns,  favage 
invahons,  and  infurrections  of  ne¬ 
groes.  They  ftate  in  proof  of  the 
difpofition  of  America  to  reconci¬ 
liation,  the  large  remittances  flic 
had  made,  the  large  debts  (he  had 
voluntarily  paid;  and  particularly 
the  fupply  of  corn  from  thence, 
after  all  export  trade  from  Eng¬ 
land  had  ceafed;  by  which  means 
the  mifertes  of  actual  famine  in 
this  country  had  been  prevented* 
On  the  whole,  they  implore  the 
termination  of  fo  unfortunate  a 
difpute  by  pacific  methods,  and  by 
accommodation,  rather  than  by 
arms. 

The 
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The  Newfoundland  fifhery  in 
the  prefent  year,  did  not  in  any 
degree  anfwer  the  expectations 
which  were  held  out  in  the  pre¬ 
ceding  fefiion,  of  the  eafe  with 
which  the  great  American  fhare  of 
it  was  immediately  transferable  to 
the  people  of  Great- Britain,  and 
the  lignal  advantages  which  they 
would  from  thence  derive.  For 
though  there  was  probably  fome 
Imall  increafe  of  (hips  arid  men 
both  from  England  and  Ireland 
employed  in  the  fifhery,  they  were 
not  in  any  manner  equal  to  {tip- 
plying  the  deficiency  which  the 
late  law  had  occafioned,  even  hip- 
poling  that  no  new  obdacles  were 
thrown  in  their  way,  and  that  all 
other  matters  had  continued  in 
their  ufual  date.  But  the  retalia¬ 
tion,  which  was  praCtifed  by  the 
Americans,  of  cutting  off  our 
fifheries  from  all  provifions  and  fup- 
plies  from  the  colonies,  (ameafure 
which,  however  fimple  and  obvi¬ 
ous,  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
apprehended  till  it  was  felt)  threw 
the  whole  bufinefs  upon  the  banks 
and  coafls  of  Newfoundland  into 
the  greatefl  diforder  and  confufion, 
and  brought  didrefs  upon  all  who 
Were  employed  by  fea  or  land.  To 
prevent  the  dill  more  dreadful 
confequences  of  famine,  a  num¬ 
ber  of  flips,  indead  of  being 
loaded  with  fifh,  were  neceffarily 
fent  off  light,  to  procure  flour  and 
provifions  wherever  they  were  to  be 
found.  Upon  the  whole,  it  was 
computed,  that  to  the  value  of  a 
full  half  million  derling  was  left  in 
the  bowels  of  the  deep,  and  for 
ever  lod  to  mankind,  by  the  fird  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  Fifhery  Bill. 

Thofe  who  were  averfe  to  the 
American  meafures,  confidered  the 
calamities  which  fell  on  the  Britifh 
V ol*  XIX.  1776, 
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fifhery1^  as  a  fort  of  judgment  from 
heaven,  again d  thofe  who  made 
laws  to  deprive  mankind  of  the 
benefits  of  nature.  To  the  fame 
caufe  they  were  ready  to  attribute 
a  dreadful  temped,  the  fury  of 
which  was  chiefly  difeharged  on 
the  fliores  of  Newfoundland.  This 
awful  wreck  of  nature,  was  as  lin¬ 
gular  in  its  circumdances,  as  fatal 
in  its  effects.  The  fea  is  faid  to 
have  rifen  thirty  feet  almod  in- 
dantaneoufly.  Above  feven  hun¬ 
dred  boats  with  their  people  pe- 
rifhed,  and  feveral  flips  with  their 
crews.  Nor  was  the  mifehief 
much  lefs  on  the  land,  the  waves 
overpaffing  all  mounds,  and  fweep- 
ing  every  thing  before  them.  The 
fhores  prefented  a  flocking  fpeCta- 
cle  for  fome  time  after,  and  the 
fifhing  nets  were  hauled  up  loaded 
with  human  bodies. 

Thefe  circumdances,  together 
with  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  lad  cam¬ 
paign,  and  the  difficulty  of  re¬ 
cruiting  at  home,  feemed  for  a 
while  to  cad  fome  damp  upon  the 
fpirit,  which  had  been  raifed  ann. 
kept  alive  with  fo  much  indudry 
for  carrying  on  the  American  war. 
But  the  court  was  not  difeouraged. 
Through  all  obdacles  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  directly  to  their  objeCt. 
They  opened  feveral  negociations 
on  the  continent  of  Europe,  in  or¬ 
der  to  fupply  the  deficiency  at 
home.  The  obtaining  of  fuch  an 
aid,  was  upon  this  occafion  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  difficulty.  The  vadnefs  of 
the.  didance,  and  the  adventuring 
to  a  new  world,  were  terrifying 
and  rendered  the  profpeCt  of  re¬ 
turn  doubtful.  Germany  is  now 
the  only  country  in  Europe  which 
is  an  open  market  for  that  fort  of 
traffic.  But  the  fending  of  its 
people  to  fuch  a  didance,  being 
[0]  liable 
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liable  to  be  pondrued  as  contrary 
to  the  conftitutions  of  the  empire, 
might  chance  to  be  refented,  not 
only  by  the  head  of  that  body,  but 
perhaps  by  one  of  its  members. 
And  if  the  opinions,  or  likings,  of 
men  who  were  coridrained  to  act 
merely  as  machines,  were  matters  at 
all  to  be  confrdered,  the  idea  of  fuch 
a  voyage,  to  an  inland  people  who 
fcarcely  knew  the  fea  by  report, 
mud  have  been  dreadful  and  odious 
in  the  highed  degree. 

In  thefe  difficulties,  a  negocia- 
1;ion  is  faid  to  have  been  entered 
into  with  the  court  of  Peterfburg 
for  20,c)00  Ruffians.  It  is  be¬ 
lieved  that  this  treaty  was  at  one 
time  in  confiderable  forwardnefs. 
But  the  extreme  didance  of  the 
fervice,  the  difficulty  of  recall,  the 
little  probability  that  many  of 
them  would  ever  return,  and, 
above  all,  the  critical  date  of  pub¬ 
lic  affairs  throughout  Europe,  and 
particularly  in  the  North,  after 
the  moft  fanguine  hopes,  prevent¬ 
ed  its  fuccefs.  A  long  negocia- 
tion  was  alfo  carried  on  at  the 
Hague,  for  the  Scotch  brigade, 
which  has  been  for  many  years  in 
the  Dutch  fervice,  and  always  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  recruited  from  Scot¬ 
land.  No  doubt  was  entertained 
for  a  time  of  fuccefs  in  this  treaty, 
and  it  caufed  great  debates  in  the 
Affembly  of  the  States -General, 
where  the  fimiliarity  between  the 
prefent  druggies  of  the  Americans, 
and  their  own  original  efforts 
againd  opp'reffion,  were  defcribed 
by  fome  of  the  dates  in  warm  co¬ 
lours,  and  the  impropriety  of  a 
republic,  which  had  herfelf  pur- 
chafed  freedom  at  fo  dear  a  price, 
and  by  fo  long  and  arduous  a  drug¬ 
gie,  interfering  in  any  manner,  in 
depriving  others  of  their  liberties, 


was  placed  in  the  dronged  point 
of  view,  until  at  length  the  propo- 
fal  was  rejected.  In  Holland,  the 
Engliffi  party  is  always  exceeding¬ 
ly  powerful.  But  on  this  occad- 
on,  thofe  who  were  the  mod  warm¬ 
ly  affected  to  the  intered  of  this  na¬ 
tion,  were  faid  to  have  been 
againd  the  meafure  of  fending  the 
troops.  They  declared  loudly 
againd  a  war  which  tended  to  drive 
America  to  the  protection  of 
France,  as  ruinous  to  the  welfare 
both  of  England  and  of  Holland  ; 
and  thought  it  better  by  withhold¬ 
ing  the  means  of  it,  to  compel 
the  Britifh  minidry  to  pacific 
courfes.  The  city  of  Rotterdam, 
and  fome  other  towns,  were  an  ex¬ 
ception  to  this  general  fentiment. 
In  the  former,  the  merchants  of 
North  Britain  have  had  a  long  ef- 
tablifhment  and  great  power,  and 
the  opinions  prevalant  in  that  part 
of  the  united  kingdom,  mud  have 
great  weight  in  that  commercial 
city.  It  is  not  a  pleafing  circum- 
dance,  though  perhaps  of  no  con- 
fequence,  that  in  all  the  countries 
of  Europe,  in  which  public  affairs 
are  afubjebt  either  of  writing  or  con- 
verfation,  the  genera!  voice  has 
been  rather  in  favour  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans.  Even  Voltaire  and  Rouf- 
feau,  who  never  agreed  in  any 
thing  elfe,  are  faid  to  hold  the 
fame  opinion  upon  that  fubject. 

Difappointed  in  Ruffia  and  in 
Holland,  we  were  thrown .  back 
upon  Germany,  as  our  only  re- 
fource  for  foreign  troops.  A  fuc- 
cefsful  negociation  was  according¬ 
ly  opened  with  the  Princes  of  Heffe 
and  Brunfwick,  and  fome  fmaller 
dates,  by  which  we  at  length  con¬ 
tracted  for  large  bodies  of  men, 
the  particulars  of  which  we  ftall 
fee  in  their  due  place.  In  the 

mean 
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mean  time,  the  King  thought  it 
necefiary  to  fend  five  battalions  of 
his  electoral  troops,  to  replace  the 
like  number  of  Engiifh,  in  the  im¬ 
portant  garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and 
Minorca,  thereby  to  increafe  the 
force  in  America  with  the  additi¬ 
on  of  the  latter. 

Towards  the  latter  part  of  the 
feafon,  government  went  to  a  vad 
expence,  in  fending  out  provifions 
and  necefiaries  of  all  forts,  for  the 
fupply  and  relief  of  the  army  in 
Bodon.  As  the  want  of  frefh  pro¬ 
vifions  of  every  fort  was  one  of 
their  principal  grievances,  and  had 
caufed  much  ficknefs  amondl 
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them,  the  remedy  of  that  evil  was 
an  objeCt  of  principal  confiderati- 
cn.  For  this  purpofe,  much  cat¬ 
tle  of  all  kinds  were  contracted  for 
and  flipped  for  America.  It  is 
faidj  that  no  lefs  than  5000  oxen, 
14000  of  the  larged  and  fatted 
fheep,  with  a  vad  number  of  hogs, 
were  purchafed  and  fent  out  alive. 
Vegetables  of  all  kinds  were  alfo 
bought  up  in  incredible  quantities, 
and  new  arts  were  employed  in 
curing  them.  Ten  thoufand  butts 
of  drong  beer  were  fupplied  by 
two  brewers.  / 

Five  thoufand  chaldron  of  coals 
Were  purchafed  in  the  river,  and 
flipped  off  for  Bodon  ;  even  the 
articles  of  faggots  was  fent  from 
London.  The  feemingly  trifling 
necefiaries  of  vegetables,  calks, 
and  vinegar,  amount,  in  two  di- 
ftinCt  articles,  where  they  are  de¬ 
tached  from  the  general  compre- 
henfion  of  other  provifions,  to  near 
2200I.  And  though  we  had  but  a 
Angle  regiment  of  light  cavalry  at 
Bodon,  the  articles  of  hay,  oats, 
and  beans,  amounted  to  nearly  as 
much.  The  immenfe  charge  of 
fupplying  an  army  at  fuch  a  dif- 
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tance,  was  now  for  the  fird  time 
experimentally  felt.  Befides  the 
expence  of  thefe  articles  we  have 
mentioned,  and  the  charge  of 
flour,  corn,  and  faded  provifions, 
near  half  a  million  of  money 
was  expended  in  the  purchafe 
of  coined  Spanifh  and  Portugal 
fpecie,  and  tranfmitted,  for  the 
extraordinary  and  contingent  artiJ 
cles  in  various  branches  of  military 
operations,  Which  were  confined 
nearly  to  a  fingle  town.  The  ex¬ 
pence  dwelled  in  every  thing. 
From  the  multitude  of  tranfports 
employed  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  fervice,  the  price  of  tonnage 
was  raifed  one-fourth  above  its 
ufual  rate.  As  the  contracts  were 
very  lucrative,  the  connections  of 
thofe  who  had  intered  to  obtain 
them  extenlive,  and  the  number  of 
perfons  who  found  employment  or 
benefit  by  the  different  fervices  in¬ 
finite,  it  is  iiot  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  fuch  a  concurrence  of  circum- 
dances,  formed  a  numerous  and 
zealous  party  in  fupport  of  govern¬ 
ment  ;  and  that  they  fliould  earn- 
eflly  wrifli  for  the  continuance  of  a 
war,  by  which  they  profited  fomuch. 

It  did  not  feem  an  ill-founded 
expectation,  that  thefe  liberal  fup- 
plies,  befides  redoring  health  and 
fpirits  to  our  forces,  would  have 
filenced  the  general  clamour  that 
had  been  raifed,  and  removed  the 
toojud  complaints  that  had  been 
made  by  the  army,  of  the  bad  and 
tinwholefome  quality  of  the  provi¬ 
fions  With  which  they  had  been 
lately  furnifhed.  Things,  how¬ 
ever,  turned  out  very  untowardly 
in  this  refpeCt.  Whether  it  was, 
that  the  orders  were  not  iflued  in 
time,  or  that  delays  occurred  in 
the  execution,  which  could  neither 
have  been  forefeen  or  prevented ; 

2  however 
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however  it  was,  the  tranfports  were 
not  ready  to  proceed  on  their 
voyage,  until  the  year  was  fo  far 
advanced  as  to  render  it  nearly  im¬ 
practicable.  By  this  means  they 
were  detained  upon  our  own  coafts 
by  contrary  winds,  or  tolled  about 
by  tempefts,  until  the  greater  part 
of  their  live  cargoes  of  hogs  and 
fheep,  particularly  the  latter  pe¬ 
ri  Hied,  fo  that  the  channel  was 
every  where  ftrewed  with  the  float¬ 
ing  cascades  of  thefe  animals,  as 
they  were  driven  about  by  the 
winds  and  tides.  A  great  part  of 
the  vegetables,  over  fermented  and 
perifhed. 

Nor  was  the  condition  of  the 
tranfports  mended  when  they  got 
clear  off  our  own  coafts.  They 
were  peculiarly  unfortunate  as  to 
winds  and  weather  in  the  mid  feas, 
and  as  they  approached  to  the 
place  of  their  deftination,  the 
American  periodical  winds  were 
fet  in,  which  blew  full  in  their 
teeth,  and  drove  them  off  from  the 
coafts.  Thus  feveral  of  them  wrere 
blown  off  to  the  Weft- India  iflands, 
where  they  arrived  in  great  di- 
ftrefs  y  others  that  got  entangled 
with  the  American  coafts,  were 
either  taken,  or  feized  in  thofe 
harbours  and  creeks,  where  they 
put  in  for  flielter.  The  few  that 
arrived  at  Bdfton,  had  beat  the 
feas  from  three  to  four  months, 
and  being  nearly  wrecks,  their 
cargoes  fuffered  accordingly.  A 
very  inconfiderable  portion  of  the 
refrefhment  procured  at  fo  vaft  an 
expence,  and  that  too  in  a  mifera- 
rabie  condition,  arrived  at  the  place 
of  its  deftination. 

As  the  companion  and  humanity 
of  this  country  are  always  awake 
to  the  wretched,  and  particularly 
to  thofe  who  are  fufferers  in  the 


caufe  of  the  public,  a  fubferip- 
tion  was  opened  towards  the  latter 
end  of  the  year,  for  the  relief  of 
the  foldiers  at  Bofton,  and  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  thofe  that 
were  flain.  This  fcheme  was  moft 
liberally  fupported,  and  feveral 
thoufand  pounds  were  fubferibed 
in  a  little  time.  A  great  number* 
however,  withheld  their  benevo¬ 
lence  from  this  purpofe  upon  prin¬ 
ciple,  who  could  not  have  been 
fufpebled  of  doing  it  upon  any 
other  account.  Thofe  who  con- 
fidered  the  meafures  now  purfuing, 
as  unjuft  and  oppreflive  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  ruinous  to  their  country* 
thought  they  fhould  participate  in 
the  guilt  of  thofe  crimes,,  and  ren¬ 
der  themfelves  anfweratde  for  the 
mifehiefs  which  they  foreboded,  if 
they  gave  encouragement,  much 
lefs  granted  rewards,  to  thofe  who 
were  the  immediate  a&ors  in  car¬ 
rying  them  into  execution.  Many 
alfo  thought,  that  fuch  contribu¬ 
tions  were  degrading  to  the  fer- 
vice ;  but  that  it  was  ftill  more 
derogatory  to  the  honour  of  a 
great  nation,  to  admit  that  any 
of  its  fervants,  much  lefs  thofe 
who  were  lighting  its  battles, 
Ihould  be  conlidered  as  obje&s  of 
public  charity.  Others  thought  it 
ahfurd  to  add  to  the  vaft  mafs  of 
expences  already  incurred  by  the 
public,  and  which,  if  they  had 
been  well  applied,  were,  as  they 
laid,  more  than  fufticient  to  have 
provided  the  greateft  comfort  and 
abundance  to  the  foldiery.  Some 
ftiips  which  arrived  from  Bofton, 
and  exhibited  the  fpectacle  of 
maimed  and  wounded  foldiers, 
with  the  wives  and  children  of 
thofe  that  were  flain,  all  of  whom 
were  in  the  moft  extreme  degree  of 
milery  and  wretchednefs,  did  not 

fail 
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fail  to  quicken  the  humanity  of 
fuch  as  were  not  actuated  by  the 
motives  we  have  mentioned.  This 
fubfcription  was,  however,  conli- 
dered  as  a  kind  of  political  touch- 
done,  and  the  degree  of  attach¬ 
ment  to  government,  was  fuppofed 
to  be  meafured  by  the  extent  of 
the  bounty. 

By  thefe  and  other  means,  the 
fpirit  in  favour  of  the  American 
war  was  kept  up.  To  dif- 
countenance  the  drong  opposition, 
which  it  was  thought  would  be  made, 
towards  the  opening  of  the  feffion 
the  minds  of  men  were  filled  with 
rumours  of  confpiracies  and  trea¬ 
sonable  correspondences  with  the 
rebels  in  America.  The  mod 
didinguifhed  noblemen  and  gen¬ 
tlemen  of  the  minority  were  di¬ 
rectly  pointed  at.  They  were 
charged  with  having  been  the 
incendiaries,  who  by  their  dark 
and  wicked  practices  had  kindled 
up  the  war.  This  language  found¬ 
ed  in  many  of  the  addreffes.  But 
the  news -papers  were  indudrioufly 
filled  with  it.  There  it  was  daily 
and  confidently  afferted,  that  a 
very  great  number  of  letters  from 
the  mod  confiderable  Peers  and 
members  of  parliament  had  been 
intercepted,  and  were  actually  in 
the  hands  of  government.  Theie 
they  afferted  would  be  laid  before 
the  Grand  Council  of  the  nation, 
when  the  Tower  would  be  Speedily 
filled  with  perfons  of  rank,  and  a 
full  harved  of  impeachments  and 
punifhments  Succeed.  This  was 
carried  So  far,  that  it  was  Said  a 
number  of  the  members  of  both 
houfes,  who  were  defcribed  and 
underdood,  would  not  venture  to 
attend  their  duty  in  parliament  at 
the  meeting. 

Such  reports,  if  not  perfectly 


well  founded,  are  cautioufly  to 
be  encouraged  or  permitted,  as  cer¬ 
tain  inevitable  confequences  mud 
neceffarily  follow,  which  may  be 
productive  of  much  mifehief  and 
danger.  For  when  the  minds 
of  any  people  have  been  long 
brooding  over  Such  Subjects,  trea-> 
fbns,  plots,  and  confpiracies,  will 
haunt  the  deeping  and  waking 
dreams  of  the  weak,  and  exercife 
the  profligate  and  wicked  inge¬ 
nuity  of  thofe,  who  make  ufe  of 
the  public  fear  and  credulity  in 
framing  accufations.  They  may 
Serve  even  to  fugged  Schemes,  which 
otherwiSe  might  not  be  thought  of, 
to  men  of  an  enthufiadic  turn  and 
darin'g  character. 

At  the  opening  of  the  feffion, 
the  report  of  a  confpiracy  of  a  mod 
extraordinary  nature,  at  lird  alarm¬ 
ed  the  public  fears,  though  it  af¬ 
terwards  became  a  Subject  of  lefs 
ferious  difeuffion.  It  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  Gazette,  that  a  Mr. 
Sayre,  an  American  born,  and 
then  a  banker  in  London,  was  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to 
the  Tower,  for  high  treafon.  At 
flrd,  people  connected  this  account 
with  the  former  reports  ;  and  it 
was  univerfally  fuppofed,  that  the 
treafon  of  Mr.  Sayre,  confided  in 
remitting  money,  and  conveying 
intelligence  from  parties  here  to 
the  infurgents  in  America.  When 
the  real  dory  came  to  be  known, 
it  could  be  Scarcely  believed,  that 
the  offence  with  which  he  dood 
charged,  was  nothing  of  this  Sort. 
The  crime  for  which  he  was  com¬ 
mitted,  was  a  deflgn  of  feizing 
the  perfon  of  his  Majedy,  at  noon¬ 
day,  in  his  paffage  to  the  IiouSe 
of  Peers  ;  of  conveying  him  a  pri¬ 
soner  to  the  Tower,  afterwards 
out  of  the  kingdom,  and  over¬ 
ly  J  3  turning 
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turning  the  whole  form  of  govern¬ 
ment,  The  means,  indeed,  Teem¬ 
ed  very  inadequate  to  the  greatnefs 
of  the  end.  An  inconfiderable  fum 
of  money  was  to  be  difpofed  of  in 
bribing  a  few  Serjeants  of  the 
guards,  who  were  alfo  to  Igy  out  a 
part  of  it  in  bribing  their  men, 
and  this  handful,  in  the  faces  of 
the  great  majority  of  their  fellows 
who  were  not  bribed,  were  to  ef¬ 
fect  the  double  and  arduous  work 
of  feizing  the  King’s  perfon  and 
the  Tower  at  the  fame  time,  No- 
thing  feemed  prepared  for  a  pur- 
pofe  of  this  kind  ;  nothing  to 
overcome  the  military  power  which 
would  affemble  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom ;  to  fay  nothing  of  the 
other  obvious  impediments. 

It  was  faid  in  juftification  of  the 
committment  on  fuch  extraordinary 
matter,  that  though  there  was  but 
one  witnefs  to  this  charge,  his 
teftirqony  was  pofitive.  That  the 
folly  of  a  wicked  attempt,  did  not 
prove  that  no  fuch  attempt  could  be 
made.  That  as  the  information 
was  officially  laid  before  the  Earl 
of  Rochford,  (who  was  then  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  the  fouthern 
department)  whatever  degree  of 
credit  it  obtained  in  his  private 
opinion,  he  was  obliged  officially, 
as  the  King’s  perfon  was  at  all 
mentioned,  and  any  danger  to  it 
implied,  to  prevent  the  poffibility 
of  fuch  an  attempt.  It  mud  be 
admitted,  that  this  juftification, 
luppofing  the  procefs  unexception¬ 
able,  feems  perfectly  good  in  law ; 
but  whether  it  is  equally  fo  in 
point  of  policy  and  difcretion, 
tnay  be  doubted.  It  might  have 
been  as  adviiable,  to  have  exa¬ 
mined  into  the  nature  of  the  tranf- 
aftion,  and  how  far  it  might  be 


fupported  by  further  evidence,  be-* 
fore  fo  public  and  decided  a  ftep  was 
taken. 

In  whatever  manner  the  difcre¬ 
tion  of  this  proceeding  may  be 
thought  of,  it  is  certain,  that  Mr. 
Sayre  was  taken  in  m  , 
his  home,  and  his  pa-  ° 

pers  feized,  when  being  examined 
before  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
confronted  with  his  accufer,  bail 
was  refufed  for  his  appearance, 
and  he  wgs  committed  to  clofe  con¬ 
finement  in  the  Tower. 

The  report  of  this  tranfaction  few 
like  wild-fire  throughout  the  king¬ 
dom,  and  for  a  while  confirmed  all 
the  rumours  that  had  been  already 
fpread  of  treafonable  atfts  and  de- 
figns ;  whilft  anxiety  for  the  fafety  of 
the  King’s  perfon,  and  the  indig¬ 
nation  and  horror  excited  by  fo 
attrocious  a  defign,  abforbed  all 
other  confiderations  with  refpeft  to 
public  affairs. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  order 
with  refpect  to  Mr.  Sayre’s 
confinement,  was  fo  ftri&ly  com¬ 
plied  with,  that  it  was  with  diffi¬ 
culty,  and  by  particular  applica¬ 
tion,  his  wife  was  permitted  to  fee 
him,  while  all  his  other  friends 
were  refufed  that  liberty.  His 
confinement,  however,  lafted  only 
for  five  days,  at  the  end  of  which 
time,  an  Habeas  Corpus  being 
granted  for  his  appearance  before 
the  Lord  Chief  Juftice  of  the 
King’s-Bench,  the  matter  appear¬ 
ed  in  fuch  a  light  to  that  noble 
Lord,  that  he  not  only  readily  ad¬ 
mitted  him  to  bail,  but  received 
his  own  fecurity  in  the  trifling  fum 
of  500I.  and  that  of  two  fureties 
in  as  much,  for  his  appearance  to 
anfwer  for  the  charge.  No  profe- 
cution  was  attempted,  and  the  bai] 

being 
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being  difcharged,  he  fued  Lord  thoufand  pounds  damages,  liable, 
Rochford  for  illegal  imprifonment,  however,  to  the  future  determi- 
for  which  a  jury  granted  him  a  nation  on  a  quell  ion  of  law. 


C  H  A  P.  IV. 


Speech  from  the  throne .  Addrefs.  Motion  for  an  amendment.  Great  de¬ 
bates.  Amendment  rejected,  and  the  original  addrefs  pajfed  by  a  great 
majority.  Debates  renewed  upon  rectinoing  the  report.  Motion  for  re¬ 
commitment.  withdrawn.  Motion  for  a  new  amendment ,  jubjti  Kite  din 
its  place.  Amendment  receded,  after  long  debates ,  and  the  original  ad¬ 
drefs  pafjed.  Motion  for  an  amendment  to  the  addrejs  in  the  Houfe  oj 
Lords.  Great  debates .  Original  addrejs  pafjed.  Prctejf. 


SUCH  was  in  general  the  date 
of  public  affairs  in  England 
and  America,  previous  to  and 
about  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
/r  1  parliament.  In  the 

(JCt.  2  0th.  h  ,  r  ,1 

lpeech  rrom  the  throne, 
after  accounting  for 
this  early  meeting  by  the  fituation 
of  America,  heavy  complaints  were 
made  of  the  mifreprefentations  of 
the  leaders  of  fedition  in  the  co¬ 
lonies,  who  having  firft  infufed  into 
the  minds  of  the  people,  a  fyflem 
of  opinions  repugnant  to  their  true 
conflitutional  fubordination,  had 
at  length  commenced  hoflilities, 
and  ufurped  the  whole  powers  of 
government.  His  Majefiy  then 
entered  into  the  difference  of  the 
views  of  thofe  leaders,  and  of 
thofe  of  the  crown  and  parliament, 
from  whence  the  former  derived 
their  prefent  advantages.  The 
view  of  the  latter  was  rather  to  un¬ 
deceive,  than  punifh.  Therefore 
only  fmall  forces  were  fent,  and 
propofitions  of  a  conciliatory  na¬ 
ture  accompanied  the  meafures 
taken  to  enforce  authority.  The 
former,  whilft  they  endeavoured 
to  delude  with  fpacious  profelfions, 
had  in  view  nothing  but  the  efla- 
blifhing  of  an  independent  empire. 
That  the  confequences  of  the  fuc- 


cefs  of  each  plan  were  too  obvious. 
The  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  nation  was 
too  high,  and  its  refources  too  nu¬ 
merous,  to  fuffer  her  tamely  to 
lofe  wrhat  had  been  acquired  with 
fo  great  toil,  nurfed  with  great 
tendernefs,  and  prote&ed  at  much 
expence  of  blood  and  treafure. 
That  wifidem,  and  in  the  end  cle¬ 
mency,  required  a  full  exertion  of 
thefe  refources.  That  the  navy 
had  been  increafed,  and  the  land 
forces  greatly  augmented.  Foreign 
fuccours  (though  no  treaty  was 
then  concluded)  were  held  out. 
The  difpofition  of  the  Hanover 
troops  in  Mahon  and  Gibraltar 
was  fpecified.  In  the  end,  an  af- 
furance  of  the  royal  mercy  was 
given,  as  foon  as  the  deluded  mul¬ 
titude  fhould  become  fenlible  of 
their  error,  and  to  prevent  the  in- 
conveniencies  which  might  arile 
from  the  great  dillance  of  their 
fituation,  and  to  remove  as  foon  as 
pofiible  the  calamities  which  they 
fuffer,  authority  would  be  given 
to  certain  perfons  upon  the  fpot, 
to  grant  general  or  particular  par¬ 
dons  and  indemnities,  in  fuch 
manner,  and  to  fuch  perlons,  as 
they  Ihould  think  fit,  and  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  fubmilfion  of  any  pro¬ 
vince  or  colony  which  fhould  be 
[£]  4  difpofed 
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difpofed  to  return  to  its  allegiance. 
It  was  alfo  obferved,  that  it  might 
be  proper  to  authorife  fuch  com- 
miiTioners,  to  rellore  any  province 
or  colony,  returning  to  its  alle¬ 
giance,  to  the  free  exercife  of  its 
trade  and  commerce,  and  to  the 
fame  proteftion  and  fecurity  as  if 
it  had  never,  revolted. 

At  the  conclufion  they  were  in¬ 
formed,  that  from  aflurances  re¬ 
ceived,  as  well  as  from  the  general 
appearances  of  affairs  in  Europe, 
there  was  no  apparent  probability 
that  the  meafures  which  they  might 
adopt,  would  be  interrupted  by 
difputes'with  any  foreign  power.  - 

The  addreffes  in  anfwer  to  this 
fpeech,  which,  as  ufual,  were  an 
adoption  of  the  whole,  with  no 
other  alteration  in  the  terms,  but 
what  was  neceffary  to  the  differ¬ 
ence  of  fituation  of  the  makers, 
produced  fimilar  effects  with  thofe 
of  the  preceding  feflion  ;  long  and 
earned  debates  in  both  houfes,  and 
a  protefl  in  one.  The  refemblance 
was  no  lefs  perfect  in  the  fuperior 
force  by  which  they  were  carried 
through. 

The  minority  were  little  dif- 
pofed  to  give  way  to  thefe  ad- 
drefles  in  the  form  in  which  they 
were  brought  in.  An  amendment 
to  the  addrefs  in  the  Koufe  of 
Commons  was  moved  for  by  Lord 
John  Cavendifh,  propofmg  to  leave 
out  the  whole,  except  the  intro¬ 
ductory  paragraph,  and  to  fubfti- 
tute  in  the  place  a  declaration, 
4‘  That  they  beheld,  with  the  ut- 
moft  concern,  the  diforders  and 
difcontents  in  the  colonies,  rather 
increafed  than  diminifhed  by  the 
means  that  had  been  ufed  to  fup- 
prefs  and  allay  them ;  a  circum- 
d ance  alone  fufhcient  to  give  them 
juft  reafon  to  fear,  that  thofe  means 


v/ere  not  originally  well  confidered, 
or  properly  adapted  to  their  ends. 
That,  they  were  fatisfied  by  ex¬ 
perience,  that  the  misfortune  had, 
in  a  great  meafure,  arifen  from  the 
want  of  full  and  perfect  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  true  date  and  condition 
of  the  colonies  being  laid  before 
parliament;  by  reafon  of  which, 
meafures  injurious  and  inefficacious 
had  been  carried  into  execution, 
from  whence  no  falutary  end  could 
have  been  reafonably  expected  ; 
tending  to  t&rnifh  the  ludre  of  the 
Britifh  arms,  to  bring  difcredit  on 
the  wifdom  of  his  Majehy’s  coun¬ 
cils  ;  and  to  nourifh,  without  hope 
of  end,  a  mod  unhappy  civil  war, 
“  That,  deeply  impreded  with 
the  melancholy  date  of  public  con¬ 
cerns,  they  would,  in  the  fulled 
information  they  could  obtain,  and 
with  the  mod  mature  deliberation 
they  could  employ,  review  the 
whole  of  the  late  proceedings, 
that  they  may  be  enabled  to  difco- 
ver,  as  they  will  be  mod  willing  to 
apply,  the  mod  effectual  means  of 
redoring  Order  to  the  didradted  af¬ 
fairs  of  the  'Britifh  empire,  confi¬ 
dence  to  his  Majedy’s  government, 
obedience,  by  a  prudent  and  tem¬ 
perate  ufe  of  its  powers,  to  the 
authority  of  parliament,  and  fatis- 
fadtion  and  happinefs  to  all  his 
people.  That,  by  thefe  means, 
they  trud  to  avoid  any  occafion  of 
having  recourfe  to  the  alarming 
and  dangerous  expedient,  of  call¬ 
ing  in  foreign  forces  to  the  fupport 
of  his  Majedy’s  authority  within 
his  own  dominions,  and  the  dill 
more  dreadful  calamity,  of  fhed- 
ing  Britifh  blood  by  Britifh  arms.” 

This  motion  brought  on  a  feries 
of  long  and  mod  intereding  de¬ 
bates,  which  were  conduced  with 
the  utmod  eagernefs,  and  uncea- 
“  ■  f  ‘  fmg 
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(mg  energy  on  both  Tides,  and  in¬ 
termixed  with  much  acrimony  and 
bitternefs.  In  this  conted  the 
fpeech  was  taken  to  pieces,  and 
every  part  of  it  mod  feverely  fcru- 
tinized.  The  miniders  were 
charged  with  having  brought  their 
fovereign  into  the  mod  dilgraceful 
and  unhappy  fituation  of  any  mo¬ 
narch  now  living.  Their  conduct 
had  already  wreded  the  fceptre  of 
America  out  of  his  hands.  One 
half  of  the  empire  was  lod,  and 
the  other  thrown  into  a  date  of 
anarchy  and  condition.  After  ha¬ 
ving  fpread  corruption  like  a  de-r 
luge  through  the  land,  until  all 
public  virtue  was  lod,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple  were  inebriated  with  vice  and 
profligacy,  they  were  then  taught, 
in  the  paroxyfms  of  their  infatua¬ 
tion  and  madnefs,  to  cry  out  for 
havoc  and  war.  Hidory  could  not 
diew  an  indance,  of  fuch  an  em¬ 
pire  ruined  in  fuch  a  manner. 
They  had  lod  a  greater  extent  of 
dominion  in  the  fird  campaign,  of 
a  ruinous  civil  war,  which  was  in¬ 
tentionally  produced  by  their  own 
acts,  than  the  mod  celebrated  con¬ 
querors  had  ever  acquired  in  fo 
ihort  a  fpace  of  time. 

The  fpeech  was  faid  vto  be  com- 
pofed  of  a  mixture  of  affumed  and 
falfe  fads,  with  Tome  general  un¬ 
defined  and  undifputed  axioms, 
which  no  body  would  attempt  to 
controvert.  Of  the  former,  that 
of  charging  the  colonies  with  aim¬ 
ing  at  independence,  was  feverely 
reprehended,  as  being  totally  un¬ 
founded,  being  direCtly  contrary 
to  the  whole  tenor  of  their  conduit, 
to  their  mod  exprefs  declarations 
both  by  word  and  by  writing,  and 
to  what  every  perfon  of  any  intel¬ 
ligence  knew  of  their  general  tem¬ 
per  and  difpofition.  But  what 


they  never  intended,  we  may  drive 
them  to.  They  will  undoubtedly 
prefer  independence  to  davery. 
They  will  never  continue  their 
connection  tvith  this  country,  un- 
lefs  they  can  be  connected  with  its 
privileges.  The  continuance  of 
hodility,  with  the  determined  re- 
fufal  of  all  fecurity  for  thefe  privi¬ 
leges,  will  infallibly  bring  on  lepa- 
ration. 

The  charge  of  their  making 
profeflions  of  duty,  and  propofals 
of  reconciliation,  only  for  the  in- 
lidious  purpofe  of  amufing  and  de¬ 
ceiving,  w^as  equally  reprobated. 
It  was  infided,  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  thefe  had  from  the  begin¬ 
ning,  told  them  honedly,  openly, 
and  bravely,  without  difguife  or 
referve,  and  declared  to  all  the 
world,  that  they  never  would  fub- 
mit  to  be  arbitrarily  taxed  by  any 
body  of  men  whatfoever,  in  which 
they  were  not  reprefented.  They 
did  not  whifper  behind  the  door, 
nor  mince  the  matter ;  they  told 
fairly  what  they  would  do,  and 
have  done,  if  they  were  unhappily 
urged  to  the  lad  extremity.  And 
that  though  the  miniders  affeCled 
not  to  believe  them,  it  was  evident, 
from  the  armament  which  they 
fent  out,  that  they  did;  for  how¬ 
ever  incompetent  that  armament 
has  been  to  the  end,  no  body  could 
admit  a  doubt  that  it  was  intended 
to  oppofe  men  in  arms,  and  to 
compel  by  force  ;  the  incompetence 
for  its  purpofes  proceeding  merely 
from  that  blind  •  ignorance,  and 
total  mifconception  of  American 
affairs,  which  had  operated  upon 
the  miniders  in  every  part  of  their 
conduCt. 

This  fhameful  accufation,  they 
faid,  was  only  t  o  cover  that 
wretched  conduct,  and,  if  poffible, 

to 
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to  hide  or  excufe,  the  difgrace  and 
failure  that  had  attended  all  their 
meafures.  Was  any  other  part  of 
their  policy  more  commendable, 
or  more  fuccefsful  ?  Did  the  cruel 
and  fanguinary  laws  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  feflion,  anfwer  any  of  the 
purpofes  for  which  they  were  pro- 
pofed?  Had  they  in  any  degree 
fulfilled  the  triumphant  predic¬ 
tions,  had  they  kept  in  countenance 
the  overbearing  vaunts  of  the  mi- 
nifter?  They  have  now  funk  into 
the  fame  nothingnefs  with  the  ter¬ 
rors  of  that  armed  force  which  was 
to  have  looked  all  America  into 
fubmiffion.  The  Americans  have 
faced  the  one,  and  they  defpife 
the  injuftice  and  iniquity  of  the 
others. 

Yet  the  minifters  cannot  pretend 
that  they  haye  entered.,  or  been 
led,  blindfolded  into  thefe  de- 
flru&ive  meafures.  They  have 
been  repeatedly  warned,  feffion 
after  feffion,  of  the  danger  in 
which  they  were  involving  them- 
felves,  and  of  the  ruin  into  which 
they  were  plunging  the  nation; 
the  confequences  were  fo  truly  fore¬ 
told,  the  predictions  have  been  fo 
exactly  verified,  that  they  feem 
now  rather  the  effect  of  fome  ex¬ 
traordinary  infpiration,  than  of 
reafon  founded  upon  obfervation, 
and  applied  to  the  nature  and  re¬ 
lation  of  things.  Thefe  warnings 
they  received  from  thole  gentlemen 
in  oppofkion,  whom  they  wifh 
and  endeavour  to  ftigmatize,  as 
operated  upon  only  by  factious 
motives,  as  enemies  to  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  as  framers  of  (edition 
both  here  and  in  America.  Thefe 
are  the  Caffandra’s,  who  foretold 
the  deftruftion  which  the  minifters 
we^s  bringing  upon  their  country, 
and  who,  beeaufe  they  forefaw  the 
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danger,  are  unworthily  to  be 
blackened  with  the  imputation  of 
having  produced  the  evils  which 
they  foretold. 

But  the  minifters,  they  faid,  had 
other  fources  of  information,  and 
which,  in  fpite  of  reafon  and  ex¬ 
perience,  they  were  Kill  evidently 
determined  to  rely  upon.  Thefe 
were  the  falfe,  partial,  illiberal 
reprefentations,  of  artful,  defin¬ 
ing,  and  interefted  men,  who  had 
held  public  offices  in  America,  and 
who  wanted  to  increafe  their  own 
influence,  emoluments,  and  au¬ 
thority,  as  well  as  to  And  the  means 
of  gratifying  their  petty  prejudices 
and  relentments,  by  extending  the 
powers  of  the  crown  to  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  the  people.  Men  who  be¬ 
came  at  length  fo  foured  by  the  op- 
polition  they  met  with,  and  the 
confequent  difappointment  in  all 
their  fchemes,  that  all  their  fenti- 
ments  feemed  to  have  been  dilated 
only  by  malice  and  revenge. 

The  difgrace  and  danger  of 
calling  in  foreign  troops  to  fettle 
our  domeftic  quarrels,  of  rendering  ■ 
them  the  arbiters  in  a  conteft  with 
our  own  people,  were  ftrongly  in¬ 
filled  upon  by  the  oppofition. 
They  faid,  that  this  new  dignity, 
of  which  we  were  become  of  late 
fo  wonderfully  fond,  was  of  a  very 
peculiar  nature.  That  while  it 
was  fo  irritable  with  refpect  to  our 
own  people,  that  the  mention  of 
an  American  right  or  privilege, 
operated  upon  it  in  the  moft  vio¬ 
lent  degree,  it  crouched  in  the 
jmoft  fuppliant  manner  in  its  com¬ 
merce  with  foreigners.  It  was  not 
difficult  to  bring  examples  from 
hiftory,  to  {hew  the  danger  of 
calling  in  foreigners  in  fuch  cir- 
cumftances. 

The  country  gentlemen  were 

repeatedly 
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repeatedly  called  upon  to  fupport 
the  amendment,  and  not  to  give 
their  approbation  to  the  dangerous 
and  fanguinary  meafures  propofed 
in  the  fpeech,  until  they  had,  at 
lead,  confidered  the  fubjeCt,  and 
had  the  neceflary  information  laid 
before  them.  They  were  alked, 
if  they  would  for  ever  continue  to 
run  blindfolded  into  every  de¬ 
dr  u  Clive  meafure  that  was  pro¬ 
pofed,  without  once  hefitating  or 
reflecting  upon  the  common  ruin, 
in  which  they  were  involving  them- 
felves  with  the  nation  ?  Would 
they  dill  follow,  without  exami¬ 
nation  or  enquiry,  thofe  leaders 
who  had  already  deceived  and  mif- 
led  them  in  every  thing,  until 
they  had  brought  us  into  our  pre- 
fent  mod  diladrous  circumdances  ? 
Had  they  yet  had  time  to  confider 
the  difficulties  attending  the  fup¬ 
port  of  an  army  of  70,000  men,  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  Atlantic? 
Had  they  calculated  how  many 
thoufand  tons  of  (hipping  would 
be  neceflary  for  their  conveyance, 
and  for  their  fupport,  or  what  the 
expence  might  amount  to,  of  (Ap¬ 
plying  them  with  frefh  provifions 
from  Smithfield  market,  and  with 
vegetables,  and  all  other  neceffa- 
.ries,  from  London  and  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ?  Thefe  were  matters 
of  ferious  qonfideration.  The  land- 
tax  muff  this  fefiion  be  rifen  to 
four  (hillings,  and  the  mod  fan- 
guine  imagination  can  fcarcely 
hope  that  it  will  ever  again  be 
lowered,  even  fuppofing  the  mod 
fortunate  change  of  circumdances. 
Thus  are  their  edates  already 
mortgaged  to  one  fifth  of  the  value 
of  their  clear  income ;  and  if  this 
ruinous  war  is  carried  on  to  the  ex¬ 
tent  that  is  held  out,  they  might 


expeCt  at  its  end  to  find  the  mort  - 
gage  doubled. 

They  were  taught  to  confider, 
fuppofing,  (which  was  far  from 
being  admitted)  that  we  (hould  be 
fuccefsful,  how  they  fhould  be  re¬ 
paid  the  enormous  expences  which 
they  mud  neceffarily  incur  in  profe- 
cuting  the  conflict.  They  were 
alked,  whether  burnt  towns,  mili¬ 
tary  executions,  atotallofs  of  trade, 
a  change,  or  annihilation  of  pro¬ 
perty,  with  ruined  and  depopu¬ 
lated  provinces,  dill  fmoaking  un¬ 
der  all  the  calamities  of  a  cruel  ci¬ 
vil  war,  would  be  able  to  repay 
fifty,  fixty,  or  a  dill  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  millions  of  money,  which 
would  brobably  be  lod  or  expend¬ 
ed  in  the  conted.  This  firft  lots, 
great  as  it  might  be,  was  not, 
however,  the  word  part  of  the 
confequence.  Thofe  wide  and 
ruined  dominions,  irritated  as  the 
remaining  poflhlfors  ever  mud  con¬ 
tinue,  with  an  immortal  abhor¬ 
rence  of  our  name  and  nation, 
could  only  be  kept  in  fubjugation, 
by  an  immenfe  danding  army,  and 
a  very  confiderable  naval  force. 
They  demanded  whether  any  gen¬ 
tleman,  the  lead  informed  in  the 
hiftory  of  mankind,  could  once 
imagine,  that  fuch  an  edablidi- 
ment  would  or  could  be  fupportcd 
by  fuch  a  people.  America,  in  its 
pridine  date  of  vigour  and  felicit}^, 
when  it  gloried  in  the  Englifli 
conditution,  was  itfelf  a  living 
and  unparalleled  proof  of  its  ex¬ 
cellence,  and  pointed  it  out  as  an 
honour  to  human  nature  and  fo- 
ciety,  mud,  even  in  that  date, 
have  lunk  beneath  the  burthen. 
How  will  it  be  then  when  (he  is 
thus  fallen  and  debilitated,  and 
when  fue  considers  every  man  em¬ 
ployed 
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ployed  in  that  fervice  by  fea  and 
land,  as  rivetting  on  her  chains, 
as  her  fworn  and  implacable 
enemy  ? 

The  fleet  and  army  of  England, 
and  as  flie  has  not  men  fuflicient, 
hods  of  foreign  mercenaries  mail: 
be  hired,  and  compofe  her  (land¬ 
ing  peace  edabliihment.  The 
confequences  of  fo  enormous  an  ad¬ 
ditional  power  thrown  into  the 
hands  of  the  crown,  are  too  ob¬ 
vious  to  require  any  comment,  and 
too  melancholy  to  be  dwelt  upon 
with  pleafure.  The  Englifli  con- 
IKtution  will  inevitably  perifli  in 
the  fame  grave,  into  which  our 
pride  and  injudice  had  a  little  be¬ 
fore  precipitated  the  liberties  of 
America. 

If  fuch  are  the  confequences  of 
the  mod  perfect  fuccefs  which  the 
miniders  can  wilh  for,  by  the 
compleat  reduction  of  the  colonies, 
they  alked,  in  what  fituation  (hall 
we  be  if  we  fail  in  the  attempt  ? 
The  mod  violent  advocates  for  war, 
do  not  even  pretend  to  any  cer¬ 
tainty  of  fuccefs.  That  quedion 
is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  pro¬ 
blematical;  and  are  the  confe¬ 
quences  in  that  event  to  be  totally 
overlooked?  Should  we  unfortu¬ 
nately  be  foiled  and  difgraced  in  a 
ruinous  conted  with  our  own  peo¬ 
ple,  in  a  war  attended  with  cir- 
cumdances  of  expence,  before  un¬ 
heard  of  in  the  hiflory  of  mankind, 
and  unfuppofed  in  the  calculations 
of  politicians  ;  fliould  our  fleets  and 
armies  be  waded  and  ruined,  our 
treafures  exhauded,  our  expendi¬ 
ture  and  taxes  increafed,  in  an  in- 
verfe  proportion  to  our  lofs  of 
power,  dominion,  and  commerce, 
whild  a  newly-acquired  debt  was 
overwhelming  the  old,  and  our  an¬ 
cient  friends  and  fellow-fubieds 
were  become  our  rivals  and  com¬ 


petitors  in  every  thing  that  was 
left,  if  the  poflibility  of  thefe  un¬ 
happy  events  is  admitted,  is  not 
the  prefent  a  proper  time  to  view 
them  in  their  utmod  extent,  and  to 
ufe  every  poflible  means  to  prevent 
their  taking  place  ?  Is  not  the  fitu- 
ation  in  which  fuch  circumdan- 
ces  would  place  us  with  refped  to 
the  red  of  Europe,  an  object  of 
consideration  ? 

Surely  no  fubje&s  were  ever  did- 
cuffed  in  any  affembly,  which 
called  more  drongly  for  the 
fulled  and  cleared  information, 
the  mod  mature  deliberation, 
and  for  higher  wifdom  in  deter¬ 
mining. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  was  con¬ 
tended  by  oppofition,  that  either 
adminidration  had  been  mod 
grofsly  impofed  upon  themfelves 
in  every  thing  relative  to  the  colo¬ 
nies,  or  had  intentionally  de¬ 
ceived  and  milled  parliament,  by 
the  fuppreffion  of  true  information, 
and  the  advancement  of  falfe,  in 
order  thereby  to  lead  the  nation, 
piecemeal,  and  by  dated  progrefles 
into  a  war,  until  they  were  fo  far 
involved,  that  there  could  not  be  a 
poflibility  of  receding.  From 
thefe  premifes  they  inferred,  that 
whether  our  calamities  proceeded 
from  their  ignorance  and  incapa¬ 
city,  or  from  a  traiterous  defign  of 
impofltion,  in  either  cafe,  they 
were  no  longer  fit  to  be  traded  in 
any  public  affairs,  much  lefs  with 
thofe,  which  they  had  already  in¬ 
volved  in  fuch  ruin,  it  being  to¬ 
tally  immaterial  in  this  refpecl, 
what  motives  influenced  their  con- 
dud,  or  from  what  caufes  their 
faults  proceeded. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  veracity 
of  the  fpeech  in  all  its  parts,  was 
warmly  contended  for.  In  parti¬ 
cular,  die  charge  again d  the  Ame¬ 
rican 
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ricans  of  feeking  independence, 
was  mod  drenuoully  fupported. 
In  proof,  it  was  alked,  whether 
the  Congrefs  had  not  feized  all  the 
powers  of  government?  Whether 
they  had  not  railed  armies,  and 
taken  meafures  for  paying,  cloath- 
ing,  and  fubfiding  them  ?  Have 
they  not  ilfued  bills  to  a  great 
amount  upon  continental  credit? 
Are  they  not  forming  a  marine? 
Are  they  they  not  waging  war  in 
all  its  forms  againd  this  country, 
at  the  very  indant  that  they  hypo¬ 
critically  pretend  to  owe  a  conditu- 
tional  obedience  to  her  ?  Are  thefe 
a<ds  of  fovereignty  and  indepen¬ 
dence,  or  are  they  only  the  dutiful 
and  loyal  applications  of  lubje&s 
for  obtaining  a  redrefs  of  grievan¬ 
ces  ?  It  was  inlided,  that  their 
words  correfponded  with  their  ac¬ 
tions  ;  that  in  the  intercepted  let¬ 
ters  and  papers,  as  well  as  the  pub¬ 
lic  writings  and  declarations  of  fe- 
veral  of  their  leaders,  they  boad  of 
the  labour  and  fuccefs  with  which 
they  are  new  modelling  their  govern¬ 
ment,  and  talk  of  their  new  em¬ 
pire  as  already  edablifhed.  Can  any 
one  after  this  pretend  to  quedion 
the  tendency  of  their  views  ? 

It  was  aiked,  what  even  the  lan¬ 
guage  they  held  out  for  the  de¬ 
ception  of  this  country  amounted 
to?  The  Congrefs  have  declared 
in  general  terms  that  they  did  not 
aim  at  independency.  But  if  we 
examine  their  particular  claims, 
and  compare  them  with  this  gene¬ 
ral  alfertion,  we  diall  find,  that 
the  dependence  which  they  would 
acknowledge,  will  virtually  amount 
to  little  more  than  a  nominal  obe¬ 
dience  to  whoever  fits  on  the 
throne,  and  very  nearly  a. renun¬ 
ciation  of  the  jurifdiCtion  of  the 
Britilh  legiflature. 


As  to  conciliation,  every  hope 
of  that  fort,  was  faid,  to  be  now  at 
an  end.  Parliament  had  already 
tried  every  experiment  to  reclaim 
the  incorrigible  difpofition  of  the 
Americans,  endeavouring,  if  pof- 
fible,  to  avoid  bringing  matters  to 
the  utmoft  extremity.  But  what 
has  (lie  gained  by  this  condudt  ? 
her  lenity,  her  reluctance  to  pu- 
nilh,  was  condrued  into  weak- 
nefs  and  fear,  and  the  time  which 
(he  facrificed  to  forbearance  and 
moderation,  was  feduloufiy  applied 
by  the  Americans  to  preparation 
and  war.  If  the  matter  in  difpute 
were  merely  a  contention  for  a  re¬ 
venue,  it  might  be  prudent  to  fuf- 
pend  that  claim  till  a  more  favour¬ 
able  feafon ;  parliament,  though 
die  could  not  give  up  the  right  of 
taxation,  had  already  obviated  the 
objections  that  were  made  to  the 
exercife  of  it,  by  permitting  the 
Americans  to  tax  themfelves  ;  but 
what  return  have  they  made  to  this 
indulgence  ?  they  have  given  a  new 
proof  of  their  difobedience  and  con¬ 
tempt;  for  though  they  knew  any 
reafonable  fum  would  be  accepted, 
they  would  not  gratify  this  coun¬ 
try  fo  far  as  to  contribute  a  fingle 
fhilling  towards  the  common  exi¬ 
gencies  of  the  Hate. 

In  word,  it  was  infilled,  that 
the  quedion  was  no  longer  confined 
to  any  particular  exercife  of  the 
authority  of  Great  Britain,  but 
extended  to  the  very  being  of  the 
fovereignty  itfelfi  That  in  this 
date,  an  accommodation  was  im¬ 
practicable  ;  and  any  advance  to¬ 
wards  it  on  our  fide,  except  in  the 
line  laid  down  in  the  fpeech,  and 
accompanied  with  fuch  a  military 
force  as  v/ould  command  obedi¬ 
ence,  would  be  pernicious  as  well 
as  difgraceful.  It  was  acknow¬ 
ledged 
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ledged,  that  it  were  much  to  be 
wifhed,  that  affairs  were  new  pre- 
cifely  in  the  fame  fituation,  that 
they  had  been  in  the  year  1763; 
but  matters  had  taken  fuch  a  turn, 
and  things  were  fo  totally  changed 
lince  that  time,  that  it  was  in  vain 
now  to  look  back  ;  and  as  to  a  re¬ 
peal  of  the  great  body  of  American 
laws  which  had  been  paffed  within 
that  period,  fuch  a  meafure  would 
be  a  virtual  furrender  of  America, 
to  all  ufeful  or  beneficial  intents  and 
purpofes  whatfoever. 

As  to  any  retrofped  into  the 
caufes  of  thefe  troubles,  or  the 
manner  in  which  we  had  been 
brought  into  the  prefent  unhappy 
fituation,  it  was  not  apprehended 
that  fuch  an  enquiry  could  anfwer 
any  ufeful  purpofe.  The  prefent 
objed  was  to  remedy,  not  to  invef- 
tigate  the  evil.  It  was  believed, 
that  no  minidry  fince  the  time  of 
the  damp  act  had  been  entirely  free 
from  blame  upon  the  lubjed;  that 
probably  the  fault  did  not  fo  much 
lie  in  any  particular  meafures,  as 
in  that  variable  and  fluduating  con- 
du.61,  which  had  fo  remarkably 
prevailed  with  refped  to  America; 
that  the  nature  of  our  government, 
however,  had  rendered  luch  a  con¬ 
duct  in  fome  degree  unavoidable; 
but  the  great  weight  of  blame  was 
thrown  upon  thofe,  who  not  fa- 
tisfied  with  expreffing  their  difap- 
probation  of  particular  meafures, 
had  argued  both  within  and  with¬ 
out  doors,  againd  the  authority  of 
the  fupreme  legiflature  itfelf;  and 
who,  from  an  excefs  of  zeal  in 
fupport  of  America,  and  an  ap- 
prehenfion  that  the  colonies  might 
be  ruled  with  too  heavy  a  hand, 
feemed  too  much  to  forget  the 
intereds  of  the  mother  country. 


As  to  the  expediency  of  adopt-* 
ing  the  meafures  propofed  in  'the 
fpeech,  it  was  faid,  that  it  did  not 
admit  of  a  quedion.  We  were 
now  in  a  fituation,  which  did  not 
afford  a  poffibility  of  receding,  with¬ 
out  fhame,  rum,  and  difgrace. 
The  conted  was  empire.  We 
mud  either  fupport  and  edablifh  our 
fovereignty,  or  give  up  America  for 
ever.  The  eyes  of  all  Europe  were, 
upon  them.  The  future  fate  of 
the  Britifh  Empire,  and  of  ages  yet 
unborn,  would  depend  upon  their 
firmriefs  or  indecifion.  A  drong 
picture  was  drawn,  of  the  confe- 
quences  that  would  attend  Ame¬ 
rica’s  becoming  an  independent  em¬ 
pire  ;  of  her  interference  with  us, 
in  our  trade,  and  in  our  deared  in¬ 
tereds,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe.  It  was  acknowledged,  that 
the  redudion  of  America  would  be 
attended  with  great  and  numerous 
difficulties.  That  it  was  a  conted 
of  the  mod  ferious  nature;  and 
however  fuccefsful  we  might  be, 
that  the  confequences  mud  be  fe- 
verely  felt  by  the  nation.  But  how-' 
ever  aweful  the  fituation,  it  was  the 
fird  duty  of  a  great  national  aflem- 
bly,  not  to  defpair  of  the  republic  ; 
and  where  the  intereds  of  a  great 
people  were  at  dake,  difficulties 
mud  be  encountered  and  overcome, 
not  fubmitted  to. 

The  difficulties  were  not,  how¬ 
ever,  greater  than  we  had  often  fur- 
mounted.  Let  us  recoiled;  the 
drength,  the  numerous  refources, 
and  above  all,  the  high  and  invin-- 
cible  fpirit  of  the  Britifh  nation, 
which,  when  rouzed,  knows  no 
oppofition,  but  rifes  in  proportion 
to  the  magnitude  of  the  difficulty 
and  danger.  Let  us  recoiled  the 
great,  extenfive,  and  fuccefsful 

wars* 
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wars,  which  this  country  carried 
on  before  America  was  known ;  or 
that  late  period  when  we  defend¬ 
ed  this  very  people  from  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  the  moll  powerful  and  war¬ 
like  nation  in  Europe;  when  our 
armies  gave  law,  and  our  fleets 
rode  triumphant  on  every  coad. 
Shall  we  then  be  told,  that  this 
people  of  yederday,  whofe  great - 
nefs  is  the  work  of  our  own  hands, 
can  refill  the  powerful  efforts  of 
this  nation. 

As  to  the  danger  apprehended 
from  foreign  powers  they  faid, 
that  we  were  never  more  unembar- 
rafled  in  that  refpedt  than  at  pre- 
fent ;  but  that  however,  it  were 
ridiculous  to  fuppofe,  that  we  were 
to  court  the  approbation,  and  wait 
the  confent  of  every  date  in  Europe, 
before  we  durll  venture  to  quell  or 
to  punifh,  a  commotion  or  rebel¬ 
lion  among  our  own  people.  They 
concluded,  that  war  was  at  all  times 
an  evil,  but  in  many  indances,  as 
in  this,  an  inevitable  one;  that  in 
fuch  cafes,  regret  or  complaint 
could  anfwer  no  purpofe;  we  were 
plunged  in,  and  muff  depend  upon 
our  native  refources  and  bravery  to 
carry  us  through  as  fuccefsfully  as 
they  had  already  fo  often  done  up¬ 
on  other  occafions. 

Amongft  the  matter  brought 
forth  by  the  replies  to  fome  of  the 
foregoing  pofitions,  the  concilia¬ 
tory  proportion  of  the  preceding 
feflion,  became  of  courfe  a  fubjedt 
of  difcuflion.  The  oppofition  con¬ 
tended,  that  taxation,  as  it  had 
been  originally,  was  dill  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  contention  ;  that  it  was  not 
in  any  degree  changed  by  what 
was  falfely  and  ridiculoufly  called 
the  conciliatory  propofition ;  the 
Americans  denied  the  right  and 
refilled  the  power  of  taxation,  as 
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unconflitutional ;  an  infidious  pro- 
pofal  is  held  out,  folely  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  temporary  manner  of 
exercifing  that  right;  a  propofal 
which,  far  from  giving  it  up,  had 
been  fupported  as  the  flrongefl  and 
mofl  effectual  exercife  of  it,  and 
which  was  evidently  calculated, 
only  to  produce  diifentions  amongft 
the  colonies,  without  fatisfadlion 
to  that  country,  or  relief  to  this. 
No  change  is  made  in  the  claim, 
or  in  the  caufe  of  difpute.  They 
rejedl  that  alfo ;  and  the  queflion 
is  flill  in  its  original  date,  without 
the  lead  change  in  refpedt  to  its 
nature  or  effence.  They  therefore 
infilled,  that  it  was  not  fadl,  that 
the  Americans  when  conditution- 
ally  called  upon,  had  ever  refufed 
to  contribute  a  jud  proportion  to 
the  defence  Gf  the  empire.. 

The  quedion  of  rebellion  was 
alfo  agitated ;  and  it  was  aflerted, 
that  the  taking  up  of  arms  in  the 
defence  of  jud  rights,  did  not,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Britifli 
conditution,  come  within  that  com- 
prehenfion.  It  Was  alfo  afferted 
with  great  confidence,  that  not- 
withdanding  the  mifchiefs  the 
Americans  had  differed,  and  the 
great  Ioffes  they  had  fudained,  they 
would  dill  readily  lay  down  their 
arms,  and  return  with  the  greated 
good-will  and  emulation  to  their 
duty,  if  candid  and  unequivocal 
meadires  were  taken  for  re-indat- 
ing  them  in  their  former  rights. 
But  that  this  mud  be  done  fpeedi- 
ly,  before  the  evils  had  taken  too 
wide  an  extent,  and  the  animofity 
and  irritation  arifing  from  them, 
had  gone  beyond  a  certain  pitch. 

The  boafled  lenity  of  parlia¬ 
ment  was  much  rallied.  It  was 
alked,  whether  the  Bodon  port  bill, 
by  which,  without  trial  or  condem¬ 
nation, 
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nation,  a  number  of  people  were 
ftripped  of  their  commercial  pro¬ 
perty,  and  even  deprived  of  the 
benefit  of  their  real  eftates,  was  an 
inflance  of  it  ?  Was  it  to  be  found 
in  the  fifhery  bill,  by  which  large 
countries  were  cut  off  from  the  ufe 
of  the  elements,  and  deprived  of 
the  provifion  which  nature  had  al¬ 
lotted  for  their  fallen ance  ?  Or  was 
taking  away  the  charter,  and  all 
the  rights  of  a  people,  without 
trial  or  forfeiture,  the  meafure  of 
lenity  from  which  fuch  applaufe 
was  now  fought  ?  Was  the  indem¬ 
nity  held  out  to  military  power  le¬ 
nity.  Was  it  lenity  to  free  foldi- 
iers  from  a  trial  in  their  country, 
where  the  murders  with  which  they 
Ihould  Hand  charged,  when  ailing 
in  fupport  of  civil  and  revenue  of¬ 
ficers,  were  committed,  and  for¬ 
cing  their  accufers  to  come  to  Eng¬ 
land  at  the  pleafure  of  a  governor. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  long  and 
warm  debates,  all  the  old  queftions, 
on  the  right  of  taxation,  on  virtual 
Teprefentation,  oil  the  dignity  of 
parliament,  the  fupremacy  of  the 
legiflature,  and  on  the  abfolute  ne- 
cellity,  that  a  fupreme  and  uncon - 
troulable  power,  muff  be  fome- 
where  lodged  in  all  governments, 
were  again  canvaffed;  and  the  old 
ground,  which  had  been  fo  often 
traded,  was  fo  embellifhed,  either 
by  a  frefhnefs  of  colouring,  or  by 
changing  the  pofition,  or  fituation 
of  the  objefts,  as  to  give  it  in  fe- 
veral  parts  the  appearance  of  no¬ 
velty. 

The  gentleman  who  had  fe~ 
conded  the  motion  for  the  addrefs, 
and  who  had  himfelf  been  a  go¬ 
vernor  of  one  of  the  fouthern  co¬ 
lonies,  having  hazarded  fomething 
like  a  propofal,  for  encouraging 
the  negroes  in  that  part  of  Arae* 


rica  to  rife  againfl  their  mailers, 
and  for  fending  fome  regiments  to 
fupport  and  encourage  them,  irf 
carrying  the  defign  into  execution, - 
was  moil  feverely  reprehended  from 
the  other  hde,  and  the  fcheme  to¬ 
tally  reprobated,  as  being  too 
black,  horrid,  and  wicked,  to  be 
heard  of,  much  lefs  adopted  by 
any  civilized  people. 

Thefe  long  debates  were  put  an 
end  to,  at  about  half  an  hour  pad 
four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  by  a 
divifiton  upon  the  latter  motion  | 
when  the  amendment  was  rejesfled 
by  a  majority  of  271,  againfl  108. 
The  original  queflion  being  then 
put,  the  motion  for  the  addrefs  was 
carried  without  a  diviflori. 

Though  the  fatiguing  bunnefs 
they  had  gone  through,  and  the 
latenefs  of  their  breaking  up, 
Would  have  well  excufed  the  re- 
cefs  of  a  day,  the  forms  of  the 
houfe  in  this  inflance  prevented  it, 
as  they  were  obliged,  that  after¬ 
noon,  to  receive  the  report  upon 
the  addrefs,  from  the  committee. 
This  circumftance  afforded  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  renewing  all  the  pre¬ 
ceding  debates,  and  for  bringing 
up  fuch  fubje&s,  as  had  either 
been  paffed  over,  or  but  /lightly 
touched  upon  before. 

To  explain  this  matter  it  will  be 
neceffafy  to  obferve,  that  the  part 
of  the  fpeech  which  mentioned  as 
a  favour  the  fending  of  Hanove¬ 
rian  troops  to  Gibraltar  and  Mi¬ 
norca,  as  well  as  the  correfponding 
part  of  the  addrefs,  which  acknow¬ 
ledged  and  returned  thanks  for  it 
in  that  fenfe,  had,  befides  the 
party  in  declared  oppofition,  given 
difgufl  to  feveral  of  thofe  gentle¬ 
men,  Who  call  themfelves  inde¬ 
pendent  \  a  dillindion,  which  is 
well  known,  to  include  a  numerous 
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and  powerful  body  in  tl  at  houfe. 
The  gentlemen  under  that  appel¬ 
lation,  who  had  long  been  diflin- 
guifhed  in  the  late  reigns  for  the 
fleadinefs  of  their  oppofition  to 
court  meafures,  have  for  feveral 
years  pall  taken  the  contrary  fide, 
and  been  as  remarkable,  from  an 
uniform  fupport  of  adminiflration, 
in  almofl  all  cafes.  In  American 
affairs  particularly,  they  have  al¬ 
ways  been  among  the  foremofl,  in 
propofing  or  fupporting  the  moft 
coercive  meafures. 

It  is  fo  well  known,  as  fcarcely 
to  require  mention,  that  an  aver- 
fion  to  continental  connexions, 
with  fomething  bordering  upon  an 
antipathy,  to  the  employing  of 
foreign  troops  in  any  cafe  whatfo- 
ever,  had  formerly  been  one  of 
the  mofl  diflinguilhed  tenets,  in 
the  political  creed  of  the  party 
which  we  have  defcribed  ;  and 
whatever  revolutions  other  parts 
of  their  doXrine  may  lince  have 
undergone,  this  article  feems  to 
have  been  preferved  tolerably  pure 
and  inviolate.  Upon  this  occa- 
lion,  however,  it  fhewed  its  effi¬ 
cacy  ;  for  fome  of  thefe  gentlemen 
were  fo  diffatisfied,  that  though 
they  warmly  approved  of  all  the 
other  parts  of  the  addrefs,  they, 
upon  that  account  only,  went  away 
without  giving  their  votes.  Others 
who  continued  in  the  houfe  w'ould 
not,  however,  give  their  votes, 
until  they  had  received  what  they 
underflood  to  be  an  affurance,  that 
full  fatisfaXion  would  be  after¬ 
wards  given  upon  that  fubjeX. 

In  this  however,  they  found 
themfelves  totally  difappointed,  no 
difpofition  at  all  of  the  fort  appear¬ 
ing  in  the  minifler.  Whether  they 
confidered  themfelves  as  deceived 
or  not,  with  refpeX  to  the  implied 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 
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condition  on  which  many  of  them 
had  fupported  the  addrefs  in  the 
preceding  debate,  it  is  probable, 
that  they  thought  themfelves  much 
flighted  in  not  having  a  greater 
deference  paid  to  their  opinion  and 
principles,  and  it  is  not  to  be 
doubted,  that  the  meafure  itfelf 
appeared  to  them  as  exceedingly 
illegal  and  dangerous.  By  this 
means,  when  the  report  came  to  be 
received,  the  minifler  found,  to  his 
furprife,  the  addrefs  unexpec¬ 
tedly  attacked  and  oppofed  from 
all  quarters  ;  thofe  who  excepted 
only  to  that  particular  part,  being 
thrown  into  one  common  mafs  of 
oppofition,  with  thofe  who  equal¬ 
ly  condemned  it  in  all  its  prin¬ 
ciples. 

It  was  infilled  upon  in  the  mofl 
peremptory  terms,  that  the  mea¬ 
fure  was  illegal  and  nnconflitn- 
tional  in  the  highefl  degree  ;  that 
it  was  direXly  repugnant  to,  and 
fubverfive  of  the  principles,  of  the 
bill  of  rights  ;  that  it  would  efla- 
blifli  a  precedent  of  a  mofl  alarm¬ 
ing  and  dangerous  tendency,  as  it 
recognized  a  right  in  the  crown  tQ 
introduce  foreigners  into  the  Bri- 
tifh  dominions,  and  to  raife  armies 
without  the  confent  of  parliament  ; 
that  it  was  flill  rendered  the  more 
alarming,  and  required  the  more 
immediate  reprobation,  from  its 
being  wanton  and  unneceffary 
in  point  of  policy,  and  from  its 
being  fo  flrenuoufly  defended  by 
the  minifler s,  both  of  which  af¬ 
forded  too  much  room  for  appre- 
henfion,  that  its  oflenfible  pur- 
pofes  covered  others  of  a  very  dif¬ 
ferent  nature. 

On  the  fide  of  adminiilration, 
the  exceptionable  claufe  in  the  ad¬ 
drefs  was  defended,  as  being  only 
a  compliment;  as  returning  thanks 
[£]  .  only 
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only  for  the  good  intentions  from 
which  it  originated,  without  in¬ 
cluding  any  approbation  of  the 
meafure  itfelf;  that  decency  abfo- 
lutely  required  the  fird,  though 
they  Ihoul'd  hereafter  condemn  the 
other.  The  meafure  itfelf  was 
vindicated  on  the  plea  of  necefli- 
ty,  on  the  ill  confequences  that 
might  have  proceeded  from  de¬ 
lay  ;  on  the  ground  of  precedent, 
particularly  that  of  the  Dutch 
troops  in  the  year  1 745  ;  its  being 
thoroughly  legal  and  conditu- 
tutional,  was  alfo  drongly  con¬ 
tended  for  ;  and  the  crown  lawyers 
endeavoured  to  redrain  the  con- 
drmdion  of  the  bill  of  rights,  by 
fhewing  that  its  operation  extended 
no  farther  than  this  idand. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  minider 
Iras  repeatedly  called  upon  from 
different  parts  of  the  houfe,  and 
by  many  of  his  old  and  warm 
friends?  as  well  as  by  the  real  op- 
pofition,  to  give  an  aflurance,  that 
if  the  addrefs  were  permitted  to 
pafs  in  its  prefent  form,  he 
would,  on  fome  future  day  to  be 
appointed,  bring  the  legality  of 
the  meafure  under  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  houfe*  The  minider 
was,  however?  at  that  time  abfo- 
lutely  inflexible  on  that  point.  He 
perhaps  confidered  this  peevifh- 
nefs  in  his  own  party,  as  deferv- 
ing  rather  of  reprehenfion  than  in¬ 
dulgence.  No  direct  anfwer  could 
be  obtained  from  him;  and  at 
length,  when  it  could  be  no  longer 
drifted  off,  he  faid  with  an  appa¬ 
rent  indifference,  that  the  mili¬ 
tary  edimates  would  foon  be  laid 
before  the  hotife,  which  he  fup- 
pofed  would  afford  a  fitter  oppor-^ 
ttmity  for  the  difcuffion  of  the  fub- 
jcht  than  the  prefent. 
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However  it  was,  many  of  the 
country  gentlemen,  who  ufually 
fell  in  with  the  court,  did  not  con- 
dder  this  deadinefs  as  well  timed. 
A  motion  was  made  by  one  of 
them,  and  feconded  by  another, 
for  re-committing  the  addrefs.  The 
debates  which  now  arefe  became  fa 
general,  as  by  degrees  to  take  in 
the  whole  round  of  American  bu- 
finefs.  Nothing  was  left  untouch- 
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ed.  In  the  courfe  of  them  it  was 
repeatedly  thrown  out  both  by 
friends  and  adverfaries,  that  the 
Hanoverian  bufinefs  was  not  a 
meafure  of  the  minifler’s  own  ;  and 
hints  were  given  that  it  had  been 
dictated  by  the  fame  overruling  in¬ 
fluence,  which  had  often  before 
been  charged  in  other  matters, 
with  obliging  him  to  a<d  contrary 
to  his  difpofition  and  opinion. 
Upon  this  imputation  of  fecret  in¬ 
fluence,  he  avowed  the  meafure, 
and  acknowledged  he  was  one  of 
thofe  who  advifed  it ;  declared 
that  he  thought  it  perfectly  judi- 
fiable,  and  was  fatisfied  that  it  was 
defenfible  on  every  principle  both 
of  law  and  of  the  conditutiqn. 

It  being  found  that  the  general 
motion  for  re-commitment,  had 
a  good  deal  divided  the  country 
gentlemen,  many  of  whom  had 
already  voted  for  the  addrefs,  and 
were  dill,  as  well  as  thofe  who 
had  not,  zealous  fupporters  of  its 
general  principles,  the  gentleman 
who  made,  was  prevailed  upon  to 
withdraw  his  motion,  and  another 
#as  framed  which  was  confined  to 
the  particular  ground  of  objettion, 
that  the  obnoxious  paffage  fhould 
be  expunged,  and  the  following- 
words  inferred  in  its  place,  “  we 
will  immediately  take  into  confi- 
deration  the  meafure  ofintroduc- 
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rng  foreign  troops  into  any  part 
oi  the  dominions  of  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  without  the  pre¬ 
vious  confent  of  parliament.”  This 
motion  again  united  the  country 
gentlemen,  with  thofe  who  Were 
averfe  to  the  addrefs  at  large. 

The  minider  at  length  feeling 
the  affair  more  ferious  than  he 
could  have  apprehended,  and 
dreading  to  come  to  a  divilion 
until  the  country  gentlemen  were 
recalled  to  their  dandard,  with 
great  addrefs,  converted  to  imme¬ 
diate  ufe,  a  hint  which  was  thrown 
out  on  purpofe  by  one  of  the  law 
officers.  He  all  at  once  changed 
his  ground,  quitted  the  high  and 
peremptory  tone  of  authority,  faid, 
that  though  he  had  advifed  the 
meafure  as  believing  it  right,  and 
though  he  dill  continued  to  think 
fo,  yet  as  other  gentlemen,  for 
whom  he  had  ever  held  the  highed 
deference,  feemed  to  be  of  another 
opinion,  he  had  no  objection  that 
the  qudion  fhould  be  brought  in  a 
regular  and  parliamentary  manner 
before  the  houfe,  when  he  would 
chearfully  abide  by  their  deter¬ 
mination  ;  and  if  it  was  their  gene¬ 
ral  fenfe,  that  the  meafure  was  il¬ 
legal,  or  unconditional,  he  fhould 
red  the  defence  on  the  ground  of 
neceffity  only,  and  then  its  advifers 
might  receive  the  protection,  as 
was  always  praCtifed  in  fuch  cafes, 
of  an  a<5t  of  indemnity. 

This  conceflion  fet  every  thing 
to  rights.  The  country  gentle¬ 
men  being  mow  fatisded,  returned 
to  their  ufual  temper  and  difpofi- 
tion,  and  the  oppoiition  was  again 
reduced  to  what  was  properly  lo 
called.  In  this  date  of  things, 
the  quedion  being  put 
about  one  o’clock  ir  the 
morning,  the  amendment  was  re- 
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jecded,  and  the  addrefs  in  its  ori¬ 
ginal  date  accordingly  paffed  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  176, 
to  72. 

Among  feveral  peculiar  circum-* 
dances  which  attended  the  debates 
of  both  thefe  days,  was  the  total 
defection  of  Gen.  Conway  from 
adminidration  upon  the  fird,  who 
after  exprefling  the  utmod  deteda- 
tion  of  that  official  principle,  that 
perfons  holding  places  mud  impli¬ 
citly  fupport  government  in  all 
cafes  whatfoever,  and  however  con¬ 
trary  to  their  opinion,  he  then  con¬ 
demned  in  the  mod  decifive  terms 
the  American  war,  which  he  de¬ 
clared  to  be  cruel,  unnecedary,  and 
unnatural ;  calling  it  in  plain  terms 
a  butchery  of  his  fellow-fubjeCts, 
and  to  which  his  confcience  for¬ 
bade  him  to  give  an  adent.  He 
reprobated  every  idea  of  conquer¬ 
ing  America,  upon  all  the  grounds 
ofjudice,  expediency,  and  prac¬ 
ticability.  He  declared  in  the 
mod  unreferved  terms  againd  the 
right  of  taxation  ;  and  wiffied  to 
fee  the  declaratory  law  repealed, 
though  it  had  been  paffed  under 
his  own  aufpices  when  in  adminif- 
tration,  and  though  on  abdraCt 
legal  principles  hetii  '  u  ght  it  right, 
and  at  the  time  ot  palling  it  pro¬ 
per  and  neceffary,  rather  than  it 
diould  be  employed  to  colour  de- 
dgns,  the  mod  oppofite  to  the  in¬ 
tentions  publicly  declared  of  thofe 
who  fupported  it  in  parliament  ; 
and  particularly  oppofite  to  the 
fulled  declaration  of  his  own  at  the 
time  of  his  moving  it. 

He,  as  well  as  feveral  other  gen¬ 
tlemen,  repeatedly  called  upon  the 
miniders,  to  give  them  feme  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  date  of  affairs  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  that  they  might  know  with 
certainty  upon  what  ground  they 
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flood,  and  were  likely  hereafter  to 
ftand,  before  they  palled  a  bloody 
addrefs,  which  would  be  a  Hand¬ 
ing  record  again!!  them,  and 
which,  notwithflanding  the  pro- 
fufton  of  fophiftical  arguments  that 
were  now  ufed  to  palm  it  upon 
them,  by  endeavouring  to  explain 
away  its  fubftan.ce,  and  to  repre- 
fent  it  only  as  froth  and  compli¬ 
ment,  would  not  only  be  found  a 
curb  upon,  but  muff  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree  influence  their  conduit 
throughout  the  feffion,  notwith¬ 
flanding  any  information  they 
might  hereafter  obtain.  Some  of 
the  country  gentlemen  likewife, 
faid.  they  had  gone  with  the  mi- 
nifter  in  the  preceding  feffion,  upon 
a  fuppofition  that  he  had  given 
them  authentic  information  with 
regard  to  America  ;  but  now  find¬ 
ing  by  the  event  that  they  had  been 
totally  deceived,  it  became  abfo- 
lutely  necefiary  to  have  a  full  and 
clear  (late  of  affairs  laid  before 
them,  prior  to  their  entering  into 
any  bufinefs  upon  the  fubjeCt. 

This  matter  preffed  very  hard 
upon,  and  was  extremely  vexa¬ 
tious  to  adminiflration,  The  ac¬ 
counts  from  America  were  at  that 
time  far  from  favourable.  It  was 
even  doubtful  whether  we  had  any 
thing  left  there.  The  giving  of 
any  particular  information,  with 
the  power  which  the  minifter  now 
poffcffed  in  the  houfe,  was  indeed, 
eafily  flaved  off.  But  too  much 
was  already  publicly  known  from 
other  fources,  not  to  render  it  dif¬ 
ficult  to  account  for  the  failure  of 
fuccefs  in  many  inffances,  and  to 
guard  again!!  the  cenfure  which  of 
courfe  attended  it.  One  gentle- 

O 

man  in  adminiflration  acknow¬ 
ledged  that  there  had  been  mif- 
management  fomewhere  ;  but  whe¬ 


ther  by  the  parliament,  in  riot 
granting  a  fufheient  force  ;  by  the 
miniftry,  in  an  improper  appli¬ 
cation  of  the  force  granted  ;  or 
by  the  officers  who  commanded,  in 
not  carrying  the  defigns  which  were 
formed  into  execution,  he  would 
not  determine.  He  however  feem- 
ed  to  lean  upon  the  latter,  by  talk¬ 
ing  of  a  parliamentary  enquiry.  He 
alio  made  an  apology  for  admini¬ 
flration,  upon  the  ground  of  the 
peculiar  fituation  of  a  minifter  in 
this  country,  who,  notwithfland- 
ing  any  fagacky  or  prefcience  he 
might  be  endued  with,  muft  wait 
for  the  opinion  of  the  people,  be¬ 
fore  he  could  attempt  to  carry  any' 
great  defign  into  execution  ;  and 
that  if  government  had  demanded 
a  force  of  40  or  50,000  men  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  parliament,  per¬ 
haps,  might  not  have  granted 
them. 

Another  gentleman  in  high, 
power  and  office,  though  not  pro¬ 
perly  a  member  of  adminiflration, 
acknowledged  there  were  faults 
fomewhere  ;  but  afterwards  con¬ 
fined  them,  by  faying  he  did  not 
know  whether  they  were  in  the  fea, 
or  the  land  department..  Some  of 
thofe  who  were  particularly  attach¬ 
ed  to  the  minifter,  charged  him, 
notwithflanding,  with  want  of  vi¬ 
gour  in  the  American  bufinefs  ; 
but  confoled  him  with  the  affurance 
that  it  was  not  yet  too  late,  and  re¬ 
commended  an  immediate  adoption 
of the  moft  coercive  meafures.  They 
alfo  condemned  feverely  the  inacti¬ 
vity  of  the  preceding  campaign  ;  but 
left  the  blame  at  large  as  to  the  ob¬ 
jects. 

The  minifter  pledged  himfelf 
to  proceed  with  vigour  and  acti¬ 
vity.  Acknowledged,  that  he  had 
been  deceived  in  events  ;  but  that 

he 
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fie  had  adapted  his  meafures  lad 
feffion  to  the  then  date  of  affairs, 
not  imagining  that  all  America 
would  have  armed  in  the  caufe. 
Adminidration,  he  faid,  proceed¬ 
ed  upon  the  information  they  had 
received  ;  if  other  gentlemen  were 
in  podedion  of  better,  why  did 
they  not  communicate  it  ?  Qb- 
ferved,  that  if  we  differed  by  the 
war,  America  would  differ  much 
more.  A  great  force  diould  be 
dent  out,  accompanied  with  of¬ 
fers  of  mercy,  upon  a  proper  fub- 
miffion.  It  could  not  be  fuppofed, 
that  America,  without  money, 
without  trade,  without  refources, 
would  continue  to  prefer  a  ruinous 
War  with  Great  Britain,  to  the 
bledings  of  peace,  and  a  happy 
dependence  upon  her.  Hepro- 
feded,  that  there  were  no  intenti¬ 
ons  to  opprefs  America  ;  but  on 
the  contrary,  to  edablidi  the  mod 
mild,  jud,  and  equitable  govern¬ 
ment  there. 

The  quedion  upon  the  addrefs, 
Was  fcarcely  lefs  warmly  agitated 
in  the  houfe  of  lords  than  in  that 
of  the  commons.  As  foon  as  it 
had  been  moved  for  and  feconded, 
the  Marquis  of  Rockingham,  af¬ 
ter  taking  a  retrofpe&ive  view  of 
the  conduCt  of  different  adminidra- 
tions  for  fome  years  with  refpe&to 
America,  and  tracing  a  long  feries 
of  what  he  confaered  as  weak, 
contradictory,  and  oppreflive  mea¬ 
fures,  through  the  various  dages 
of  their  unhappy  confequences, 
unto  their  final  termination  in  the 
prefent  upffiot  of  calamity,  then 
proceeded  to  examine  different 
parts  of  the  fpeech,  which  he  con- 
.  demned  in  the  raoft  pointed  terms, 
contending  that  the  meafures  which 

*  Duke 


were  recommended  from  the  throne, 
and  which  it  was  propofed  they 
fhould  now  give  a  1'anCtion  to  by 
an  addrefs,  bore  the  mod  porten¬ 
tous  afpeCt  to  the  Britifh  empire, 
and  were  big  with  the  mod  ruinous 
and  fatal  confequences.  His  lord- 
ffiip  concluded  his  fpeech  by  mov¬ 
ing  fox  an  amendment  to  the  ad¬ 
drefs,  dmilar  to  that  which  we 
have  reprefented  in  the  other 
houfe. 

The  prefent  debate  was  render¬ 
ed  particularly  remarkable,  by  the 
fudden  and  unexpected  defection 
of  *  a  noble  duke,  who  had  been 
for  fome  years  at  the  head  of  admi- 
nidration,  had  refigned  of  his  own 
accord,  at  a  critical  period  ;  but 
who  had  gone  with  government 
ever  fince,  and  was  at  this  time 
in  high  office.  The  line  which 
he  immediately  took,  was  dill  more 
alarming  to  adminidration  than 
the  aCt  of  defection.  Befides  a 
decifive  condemnation  of  all  their 
aCts  for  fome  time  pad  with  refpeCt 
to  America,  as  well  as  of  the  mea- 
lures  now  held  out  by  the  fpeech, 
he  declared  that  he  had  been  de¬ 
ceived  and  milled  upon  that  fub- 
jeCt  ;  that  by  the  withholding  of 
information,  and  the  mifreprefen- 
tation  of  faCts,  he  had  been  induc¬ 
ed  to  lend  his  countenance  to  mea¬ 
fures  which  lie  never  approved ; 
among  thoffi,  was  that  in  particu- 
cular  of  coercing  America  by  force 
of  arms  ;  an  idea  the  mod  didant 
from  his  mind  and  opinion ;  but 
which  he  was  blindly  led  to  give  a 
fupport  to  from  his  total  ignorance 
of  the  true  date  and  difpofqHn  of 
the  colonies,  and  the  firm  perfwa- 
fion  held  out  that  matters  would 
never  come  to  an  extremity  of  that 
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nature,  that  an  appearance  of  CO' 
ercion  was  all  that  was  requifite  to 
edablifh  a  reconciliation,  and  that 
the  flronger  government  appeared, 
and  the  better  it  was  fupported, 
the  fooner  all  disputes  would  be 
amicably  adjuded. 

He  declared,  that  nothing  lefs 
than  a  total  repeal  of  all  the  Ameri¬ 
can  laws  which  had  been  paffed 
iince  the  year  1763,  could  now 
redore  peace  and  happinefs,  or  pre¬ 
vent  the  mod  dedrudtive  and  fatal 
.confequences  ;  confequences  which 
could  not  eyen  be  thought  of,  with- 
out  feeling  the  utmod  degree  of 
grief  and  horror;  that  nothing 
could  have  brought  him  out  in  the 
prefent  ill  date  of  his  health,  but 
the  fulled  convi&ion  of  his  being 
right,  a  knowledge  of  the  critical 
lituation  of  his  country,  and  a  fenfe 
of  what  he  owed  to  his  duty  and 
to  his  conference  ;  that  thefe  ope¬ 
rated  fo  drongly  upon  him,  that 
no  date  of  indifpofition,  if  he  were 
even  obliged  to  come  in  a  litter, 
ihould  prevent  his  attending  to 
exprefs  his  utmod  difapprobation 
of  the  meafures  which  were  now 
purfuing,  as  well  as  of  thole  which 
he  underdood  from  the  lords  in 
office,  it  was  intended  dill  to  pur- 
fue.  He  concluded  by  a  declara¬ 
tion,  that  if  his  neared  relations, 
or  deared  friends,  were  to  be  af¬ 
fected  by  this  qitedion,  or  that  the 
lofs  of  fortune,  and  of  every  other 
thing  which  he  mod  edeerned,  was 
to  be  the  certain  confequence  of  his 
prefent  conduit,  yet  the  drong 
conviction  and  compulfion,  ope¬ 
rating  at  once  upon  his  mind  and 
confcience,  .would  not  permit  him 
fo  hefitate  upon  the  part  which  he 
ihould  take. 

Such  an  explicit  condemnation 
of  their  pad.  coaduCt  and  prefent 


views,  and  coming  from  fuch  an 
authority,  feemed  at  lird  view  a s 
alarming  to  adminidration  as  it 
was  to  the  houfe.  No  body  could 
yet  tell,  nor  even  guefs,  where 
the  defection  might  end.  It  was, 
however,  productive  of  lefs  effeCt 
than  could  have  been  expected,  and 
confequently  attended  with  none 
of  the  danger  that  was  probably 
apprehended.  A  right  reverend 
Prelate  of  great  eloquence  and  abi¬ 
lity,  who  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
had  both  fpoken  and  voted  for 
coercive  meafures,  took  the  fame 
part,  and  accounted  for  the  change 
in  his  fentiments  and  conduCt, 
upon  the  fame  principles  that  the 
noble  duke  had  done — misinforma¬ 
tion,  deception,  a  total  failure  of 
all  the  promifes,  and  difappoint- 
ment  in  all  the  hopes,  held  out  by 
adminidration;  but  above  all,  the 
ruinous  confequences  of  the  con- 
ted,  and  the  now  evident  imprac¬ 
ticability  of  coercion. 

A  noble  lord  in  adminidration,' 
and  who  continued  firmly  in  its 
fupport,  alfo  acknowledged  that 
he  with  his  brethren  in  office  had 
been  greatly  deceived,  and  there¬ 
by  milled  in  their  conduct,  with 
refpect  to  American  affairs ;  from 
whence  it  proceeded,  that  the 
meafures  taken  were  by  no  means 
proportioned  to  the  nature  and  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  fervices  which  they 
were  expeCted  to  perform.  All 
thefe  acknowledgements  from  fo 
many  quarters  of  the  want  of  real 
information,  or  charges  of  being 
miffed  by  falfe,  afforded  a  drong 
ground  of  argument  to  the  oppofi- 
tion  in  lupport  of  the  amendment 
to  the  addrefs,  which  was  calcu¬ 
lated  to  gain  time  for  a  thorough 
invedigation  of  thefe  matters,  to 
prevent  their  being  plunged  blind- 
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ly  into  all  the  horrors  of  a  civil 
war,  'ir»d  from  pledging  them- 
felves  to  fupport  the  fanguinary 
meafures  propofed  in  the  Ipeech, 
before  they  were  capable  pf  form¬ 
ing  any  judgment  upon  their  ne- 
cellity  or  expediency.  This  ground 
they  accordingly  dilpofed  of  to  die 
bed:  advantage,  and  maintained 
ftrongly ;  and  though  the  noble 
lord  we  have  lad  mentioned,  attri¬ 
buted  thofe  midakes  to  unforefeen 
events,  and  afterwards  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  explain  away  the  entire  force 
of  what  he  had  laid,  the  impreffion 
it  had  made,  concurring  with  fo 
many  other  tedimonies,  was  not 
eafily  removed. 

The  arguments  againd  the  ad- 
drefs,  and  confequently  in  fup¬ 
port  of  the  amendment;  were  ne- 
ceffarily  upon  the  fame  ground  in 
general  with  thofe  in  the  other 
houfe — The  great  hazard  of  our 
failing  in  the  attempt  to  reduce 
America  by  force,  the  little  value 
it  would  be  of  if  we  fucceeded, 
when  conquered,  and  the  total  ina¬ 
bility  of  Great  Britain  to  retain, 
for  any  length  of  time,  fuch  a  fpe- 
cies  of  dominion,  together  with  the 
ruinous  confequences  that  mud  at¬ 
tend  on,  what  was  called,  fo  wild 
and  abfurd  an  attempt,  were  drong- 
ly  urged,  and  placed  in  different 
points  of  view;  whild  the  innu¬ 
merable  advantages  we  mud  im¬ 
mediately  forego  in  fuch  a  conted, 
were  contraded  with  the  fubdan- 
tial  benefits  we  diould  continue  to 
reap  from  a  date  of  tranquillity, 
reciprocal  good  temper,  and  mu¬ 
tual  confidence.  A  fewj  who  held 
the  highed  notions  of  the  fupre- 
macy  of  the  legiflature,  yet  con¬ 
demned  in  the  dronged  terms,  as 
an  ait  of  abfolute  infanity,  every 
idea  of  a  war,  or  of  attempting  to 
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reduce  the  Americans  to  obedience 
by  mere  coercion.  A  young  no¬ 
bleman,  who  within  a  few  days  af¬ 
ter  obtained  a  confiderable  place  at 
court,  and  who  had  been  remark¬ 
able  in  the  preceding  feffion  for 
his  violence  againd  the  Americans, 
now  didinguifhed  himfelf  by  his 
condemnation  in  the  mod  pointed 
terms  of  the  minidry,  charging 
them  with  having  failed  in  their 
promifes  and  information,  of  being 
mided  themfelves,  or  purpofely 
mideading  others,  and  therefore 
not  to  be  truded  or  fupported  with 
fafety ;  he  had  not,  however, 
changed  his  fentiments  with  refpeit 
to  America,  but  conlidered  mat¬ 
ters  as  totally  changed  there, 
through  their  want  of  timely  vi¬ 
gour,  and  the  feafon  for  coercion 
being  now  paffed.  Upon  that  ac¬ 
count  therefore,  and  a  total  want 
of  dependence  on  the  future  con¬ 
duit  of  fuch  men,  he  v/as  for  clof- 
ing  with  the  noble  duke’s  propo- 
fal,  of  repealing  all  the  laws  fince 
the  year  1763,  as  the  only  means 
now  left  for  redoring  the  public 
tranquillity. 

It  was  not  eafy  for  the  lords  in 
adminidration  to  ward  off  all  the 
attacks  which  were  made  upon 
them  from  fuch  different  quarters. 
The  failure  and  difappointment  in 
many  indances  in  America,  were 
attributed  to  a  number  of  events, 
which  no  fagacity  could  have  fore- 
feen,  nor  prudence  prevented. 
Such  was  the  defection  of  New 
York,  which  had  been  overawed, 
and  compelled  into  meafures  by 
the  Connecticut  infurgents,  which 
the  people  there  would  never  other- 
wife  have  adopted.  Such  was  the 
general  union  of  the  colonies,  par¬ 
ticularly  of  the  fouthern  with  the 
northern;  a  fait  of  fo  extraordi¬ 
nary 
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nary  a  nature,  as  muft  ftagger  the 
faith  of  pofterity,  and  which  feems 
iubverftve  of  every  principle  found¬ 
ed  upon  reafon  and  experience,  and 
of  every  inference  derived  from  a 
knowledge  of  mankind.  It  was 
acknowledged,  that  adminiftration, 
had  been  miftaken  and  deceived  in 
many  particulars;  but  fuch  mull 
ever  be  the  cafe,  when  the  fource 
of  information  lies  at  fo  great  a 
dill ance ;  they  communicated  with 
men,  and  as  fuch  they  wrere  liable 
to  err;  if  they  had  been  to  regu¬ 
late  their  conduct  by  mere  matters 
of  fact,  miftakes  would  have  been 
fcarcely  excufable ;  but  from  the 
nature  of  this  bufnefs,  they  were 
obliged  to  proceed  upon  a  kind  of 
Information,  which  related  more 
to  opinion  than  to  fads,  being  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  feve- 
tal  colonies  ;  all  they  could  do  in 
this  cafe,  was  to  apply  to  thofe 
v/ho  had  the  bed  opportunity  of  be¬ 
ing  thoroughly  informed  on  the 
fubject;  whatever  fuccefs  might 
attend  this  method,  it  was  not  in 
the  power  of  humanity  to  have 
done  better. 

It  was,  however,  ftill  to  be  hop¬ 
ed,  that  when  a  fufficient  force  wras 
lent  out  to  emancipate  the  friends 
<of  government,  the  well  difpofed, 
and  the  peaceable,  ,and  this  force 
accompanied  with  terms  of  grace 
to  thofe  who  had  violated  the  laws, 
that  the  colonies  would  foon  return 
to  their  duty,  without  waiting  to 
experience  thofe  calamities,  or 
urging  the  mother  country  to  thofe 
meafures  of  devaftation  and  ruin, 
which  had  been  fo  ftrongiy  depic¬ 
tured,  and  fo  pathetically  lament¬ 
ed,  on  the  other  fide.  But  how¬ 
ever  that  might  be,  we  were  now 


in  a  fituation  which  admitted  but 
of  one  choice  of  meafures.  We 
mull  either  reduce  the  colonies  to 
fubmifion,  or  for  ever  relinquifh 
all  power  and  dominion  over 
them,  and  all  advantage  from 
north  America. 

A  noble  lord  at  the  head  of  a 
very  great  department,  upon  which 
the  power  and  fecurity  of  this  coun¬ 
try  principally  depend,  acknow¬ 
ledged,  that  a  fpecies  of  deception 
had  been  neceftarily  praitifed  in  the 
preceding  feffion,  particularly  in 
refpeit  to  the  navy,  by  concealing 
the  extent  of  the  real  force  which 
would  be  neceftary  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  fervice,  from  an  apprehenlion, 
that  fuch  a  demand  would  have  ex¬ 
cited  a  great  oppofition,  and  there¬ 
by  have  impeded,  if  not  totally 
fruftrated,  the  profecution  of  thofe 
meafures  which  government  in¬ 
tended  with  regard  to  America. 
This  fyliematic  fpecies  of  decep¬ 
tion,  was  feverely  animadverted 
upon  by  the  lords  in  opposition, 
who  reprefented  it  as  a  moft  con¬ 
temptuous  treatment  of  that  houfe, 
as  mifleading  parliament  and  the 
nation,  and  trepanning  them  into  a 
war;  and  was,  they  laid,  an  im- 
pofition  of  fuch  a  nature  as  nobody 
could  have  ventured  upon,  much 
lefs  avowed,  without  the  moft  ab- 
folute  certainty  of  impunity  for  any 
conduct. 

In  this  debate  a  noble  duke*, 
who  has  long  been  diftinguilhed 
by  his  firmnefs  and  perfeverance 
in  oppofition,  after  fome  very  fe- 
vere  obfervations  upon  the  conduit 
of  adminiftration,  as  well  as  ftric- 
tures  upon  the  fpeech  and  the  ad- 
drefs,  took  notice,  that  the  public 
papers  had  held  out  threats  againft 

fome 
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of  the  jn embers  of  both  houfes,  in 
order  to  ftille  the  freedom  of  de¬ 
bate;  that  he  underftood  he  was 
one  of  the  perfons  hngled  out,  and 
meant  to  be  honoured  upon  this 
occafton.  He  now  called  upon  his 
threatners  and  accufers  ;  if  any  fuch 
were  prefent,  (he  would  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  fay  there  were)  he  delied 
them  ;  he  fcorned  their  menaces, 
and  invited  them  to  make  good 
their  charges.  He  did  not  fup- 
pofe,  he  faid,  that  any  noble  lords 
in  adminiftration  would  encourage 
or  ufe  fuch  bafe,  futile,  and  fcan- 
dalous  means  to  intimidate  the 
members  in  either  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment  from  doing  their  duty,  even 
though  they  had  fuppofed,  that  fo 
fhameful  and  unjuftifiable  a  fcheme 
could  have  produced  the  delired 
efFecft. 

.  The  noble  lord  who  feconded 
the  addrefs,  having  ipoken  with 
great  freedom  of  a  delperate  fac¬ 
tion,  and  incendiaries  at  home,  to 
whom  he  attributed  the  rebellion 
in  America,  and  a  fimilar  language 
being  held  by  fome  others,  who 
charged  all  oppofition  to  the  mea- 
fures  of  adminiftration,  to  factious 
and  ambitious  motives,  the  matter 
was  moft  fpiritedly  taken  up  by 
another  noble  duke,  not  lefs  dif- 
tinguifhed  on  the  fame  hde,  than 
the  former  whom  we  have  juft  men¬ 
tioned.  He  folemnly  declared, 
that  while-ever  -he  fate  in  that 
houfe,  he  would  not  endure  fuch 
language,  nor  fuller  fuch  uncon- 
ftitutional  attempts  to  check  and 
deftroy  all  freedom  of  debate,  to 
pafs  without  the  fevereft  reprehen- 
lion  which  he  was  capable  of  be¬ 
llowing.  He  called  upon  the  lords 
who  had  made  thofe  accufations, 
if  they  had  any  grounds  to  juf- 
tify  them?  to  bring  them  for¬ 


ward,  or  elfe  to  confefs  that  they 
had  no  authority  for  what  they 
faid  or  infinuated.  If  they  were 
filent,  the  houfe  mull  conclude 
they  had  none,  and  as  fuch  could 
not  permit  them  to  interrupt  that 
freedom  and  decorum  of  debate, 
for  which  they  had  at  all  times  been 
fo  juftly  diftinguifhed. 

As  the  point  of  accufation  was 
relinquilhed,  as  well  by  the  lilence 
upon  this  occafion,  as  by  fome  fpe- 
cific  difavowals  in  the  courfe  of 
the  debates,  a  noble  earl  on  the 
fame  hde,  faid  he  might  now  con¬ 
gratulate  the  public,  gpon  the  mi- 
niftry  having  pronounced  the  fu¬ 
neral  oration  of  their  addrelfes. 
He  faid,  that  from  the  language 
of  thofe  addrelfes,  and  the  various 
threats  which  had  been  induftrioully 
circulated,  he  came  to  town  with 
fome  apprehenlions,  not  for  him- 
lelf,  but  left  the  zeal  of  fome 
friend,  for  the  violated  rights  of 
his  buffering  fellow-fubjecfts,  fhoukf 
have  led  him  into  any  unguarded 
exprelfions,  and  thereby  have  ena¬ 
bled  fome  dark  deligning  lawyer, 
to  ftab  the  public  freedom  through 
the  indiferetion  of  an  individual. 
He  faid  he  did  not  blame  the  ad- 
drelfers,  who  had  thus  unjullly 
afperfed  the  charaefters  of  thole 
whofe  aim  was,  by  fteaay,  juft, 
and  temperate  counfels,  to  lave  this 
deluded  country  from  deftrudtion. 
They  had  been  deceived,  and 
were  deceived  by  thofe  very  mini- 
fters,  who  being  now  called  upon, 
explicitly  avow,  without  lhame  or 
remorfe,  that  they  have  no  evi¬ 
dence  to  fupport  their  accufation. 

The  manner  of  obtaining  the 
,  addrelfes,  alfo  became  a  matter  of 
difcullion,  from  its  being  inlifted 
upon  by  one  fide,  that  they  were 
to  be  omlidered  as  the  full  voice 
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and  fenfe  of  the  nation,  which  Sequences.  After  condemning  the 
conveyed  through  them  the  fulled:  injuftice  and  imprudence  of  our  con- 
approbation  of  the  prefent  meafures,  du£t,  in  rejeding  the  American 
and  the  mod  perfed  confidence  petitions  and  applications  for  a  re¬ 
in  adminidration.  This  called  up  conciliation,  with  the  indecency 
a  noble  lord  in  oppofition,  who  and  folly  of  affeding  to  difbelieve 
fpoke  from  his  own  knowledge,  of  their  loyalty,  when  they  exprefs  it 
the  furreptitious  manner  in  which  in  the  warmed  profeffions,  and  ex- 
an  addrefs  was  obtained,  and  pre-  patiating  upon  the  known  and  the 
fented  in  the  name  of  one  of  our  probable  evils  of  the  conted,  they 
principal  trading  and  manufacturing  deferibe  the  abfurdity  of  refufing  to 
cities ;  that  it  had  been  drawn  up,  give  credit  to  the  declarations  of 
and  fhamefully  fmuggled  through  our  fellow-fubjeds,  and  blindly 
by  the  mere  agents,  and  known  confiding  in  the  infidious  profeffions 
creatures  of  adminidration,  without  of  the  natural  enemies  of  this  coun- 
any  previous  notice  to  the  citizens  ;  try,  thereby,  it  is  to  be  dreaded, 
that  nine  tenths  of  thofe  who  had  preparing  an  eafy  prey  for  thofe  who 
figned  it,  did  not  know  a  fingle  fyl-  prudently  fit  quiet,  beholding  Bri- 
lable  of  it's  contents ;  that  with  all 4  tifh  forces,  which,  if  united,  might 
the  influence,  and  all  the  unfair  carry  terror  into  the  heart  of  their 
means  which  were  ufed,  only  1 1 7  dominions,  dedroying  each  other, 
fiubferibers  could  be  procured ;  but  Thys,  every  event,  which  ever 
that  when  a  counter  addrefs  was  way  it  turns,  is  a  victory  to  them, 
propofed,  which  militated  with  eve-  Our  very  hofpitals  furnifh  them  with 
ry  part  of  the  former,  and  conveyed  daily  triumphs;  the  greater,  as 
truth  to  the  foot  of  the  throne,  they  are  certain,  without  any 
it  was  carried  fairly  and  openly  rifque  to  them  of  men  or  money, 
through  all  the  ufual  forms,  and  They  cenfured  the  calling  in  of 
figned  by  confiderably  more  than  foreign  forces  to  decide  domedic 
three  times  the  number.  quarrels,  as  difgraceful  and  dan- 

After  long  debates,  the  quedion  gerous;  and  reprobated  in  the 
upon  the  amendment  being  put  dronged  terms  the  late  meafure 
about  1 1  o’clock  at  night,  it  was  of  employing  the  Hanoverians,  at 
rejected  upon  a  divifion  by  a  ma-  the  mere  pleafure  of  the  minif- 
jority  of  40,  the  numbers  being  ters,  by  which  they  appear  to  be 
69,  to  29,  the  original  motion  for  confidered  as  a  part  of  the  Bli¬ 
the  addrefs  was  then  carried  by  a .  tifh  military  edablilhment,  to  take 
majority  of  76  (including  10  prxo-  a  rotation  of  garrifon  duties  through 
ies)  to  33  who  oppofed  the  que-  thefe  dominions.  They  fum  up 
dion.  Two  bifhops  were  in  the  and  conclude  the  proted  by  de¬ 
minority  on  this  divifion.  glaring,  “  we  cannot  therefore 

The  addrefs  was  productive  of  confent  to  an  addrefs,  which  may 
a  proted  figned  by  nineteen  lords,  deceive  his  majedy  and  the  pub- 


jn  which  they  combat  the  civil 
war,  as  unhid  and  impolitic  in  its 
principles,  dangerous  in  its  con¬ 
tingent,  and  fatal  in  its  final  con- 


lic,  into  a  belief  of  the  confidence 
of  this  htfufe  in  the  prefent  mi- 
niders,  who  have  deceived  parlia¬ 
ment,  difgraced  the  nation,  lod. 
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he  colonies,  and  involved  us  in  a  liable  grounds,  wantonly  fpilling 
civil  war  againft  our  cleared:  in-  the  blood  of  thoufands  of  our  fel- 
tereds;  and  upon  the  mod  unjudi-  low-fubjeCts.” 


CHAP.  V. 

DnheofManchefler's  motion  relative  to  the  Hanoverian  troops.  Debates , 
Previous  quejlion  carried  by  a  great  majority.  Similar  motion  by  Sir 
'James  Loiwther  in  the  Houfe  op  Commons.  Debates.  Previous  quejli¬ 
on  put  and  carried.  Debates  on  the  Militia  Bill.  Army  ejhmates. 
Motion  for  returns  rejeded.  28,000  feamenvoted.  Motion  for  an  addrefs 
on  American  affairs  rejected.  5^,000  men  voted  for  the  land  fervice. 


H  E  meafure  of  fending  the 
Hanoverian  troops  to  occu¬ 
py  our  Mediterranean  garrifons, 
was  not  an  object  of  lefs  cenfure  or 
jealoufy  in  the  Houfe  of  Eords, 
than  we  have  already  feen  it  in 
ihat  of  the  Commons.  Soon  after 
XT  n  the  delivery  of  the  ad- 

0V*  llC*  drefs,  the  Duke  of 
Mancheder  moved  for  a  refolution, 
That  bringing  into  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  Great  Britain, 
the  electoral  troops  of  his  Majefty, 
or  any  other  foreign  troops',  with¬ 
out  the  previous  confent  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  is  dangerous  and  uncondi¬ 
tional.”  The  noble  mover  ad¬ 
ded  an  explanation,  that  by  the 
term  uhconftitutional,  he  meant 
that  it  was  againd  law. 

In  the  introduction  and  fupport 
of  this  motion,  the  fpeech  again 
underwent  much  fevere  cenfure,  as 
breathing  fentiments  which  in¬ 
cluded  higher  ideas  of  prerogative, 
than  any  other  that  had  been  de- 
.  livered  in  that  place  lince  the  Re¬ 
volution  ;  and,  as  containing  flights 
of  that  council,  negleCt  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  and  indifference  of  their 
approbation.  The  meafure  in 
quedion  was  faid  to  have  inflicted 
a  mod  dangerous  wound  in  the 
conftituuon*  which,  if  not  fpeedily 


healed,  would  gangrene  and  ex¬ 
tend,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  mor¬ 
tify  the  whole.  That  however  in¬ 
nocuous  it  might  feem  in  its  fird 
operation,  the  example  and  prece¬ 
dent  were  of  the  molt  alarming  na¬ 
ture,  and  might  produce  the  mod 
fatal  confequences.  That  it  was 
totally  fubverfive  of  the  great  char¬ 
ter  and  fecurity  of  Englifh  liber¬ 
ties,  the  Bill  of  Rights.  They 
were  requeded  to  conlider  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjeCt,  and  it  was 
averred  to  be  of  as  much  confe- 
quence  to  the  liberties  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  as  America  had  been  to  its 
wealth  and  power;  that  in  this 
feafon  of  calamity,  when  half  the 
empire  was  too  probably  lod  for 
ever,  they  were  bound  by  all  the 
ties  of  intered,  duty,  and  love  to 
their  country,  to  watch  dri&ly 
over  the  liberties  of  the  remainder, 
that  fomething  might  dill  be  left, 
worth  prelerving,  worth  contend¬ 
ing  for.  That  it  would  be  too 
much,  to  be  at  once  dripped  of 
wealth,  power,  the  fecurities  af¬ 
forded  by  our  conditution,  and  all 
the  peculiar  charaCteridics  which 
didinguifhed  us  from  other  na¬ 
tions. 

Among  other  objections,  it  was 
contended,  that  the  Hanoverians 

would 
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would  not  be  under  the  controu! 
of  any  military  law  in  thofe  gar- 
xifons ;  that  the  Mutiny  Adi  did 
not  reach  them,  being  confined  to 
thofe  troops  only,  who  were  there¬ 
in  fpecified,  or  voted  by  parlia¬ 
ment;  that  it  would  not  be  pre¬ 
tended,  that  they  carried  their 
own  laws  along  with  them  ;  when 
there,  they  mud  to  all  intents  and 
ipurpofes  be  fubjedi  to  thofe  of  Eng¬ 
land  ;  thus  all  military  fubordina- 
tion  would  be  at  an  end  the  mo¬ 
ment  of  their  arrival ;  and  an  ac¬ 
tion  at  common  law  would  lie 
againd  their  officers,  for  any  pu- 
niffiment  which  they  infiidted.  It 
was  faid,  that  the  putting  foreign¬ 
ers  in  poffieffion  of  thofe  great  bar¬ 
riers  of  our  commerce  and  mari¬ 
time  power,  was  alfo  exception¬ 
able  in  point  of  fecurity.  The  trad 
was  of  too  great  a  magnitude  to  be 
repofed  in  aliens,  who  had  no  fil¬ 
tered  in  its  prefervation.  Upon 
the  whole  it  was  concluded  and  in- 
iided  upon,  that  the  King  had  no 
right  to  maintain,  in  any  part  of 
the  dominions  of  the  Britifii  crown, 
any  troops,  other  than  are  confent- 
ed  to  by  parliament,  both  as  to 
number  and  to  nation. 

The  Lords  in  admfiiidration, 
.avowed  and  judified  the  meafure. 
They  denied  its  offending  either 
againd  the  letter  or  the  fpirit  of 
the  Bill  of  Rights.  The  ciaufe 
which  was  fuppofed  to  adeft  this 
meafure,  mud  be  taken  with  the 
(Conditions  which  were  annexed  to 
it,  and  could  extend  no  farther; 
one  of  thefe  related  to  the  bringing 
troops  “  within  the  kingdom,” 
and  another  fpecies  (t  in  time  of 
peace  ;”  nothing  can.be  more  de- 
mondrably  evident,  than  that  the 
troops  in  quedion  are  not  within 
the  kingdom;  and  it  is  not  to  be 


prefumed,  that  any  body  will  fay 
we  are  at  prefent  in  a  date  of  peace 
and  tranquillity.  It  would  be  ab- 
furd  to  fuppofe,  that  the  words* 
“  within  the  kingdom,”  included 
all  its  dependencies ;  but  if  fuch  a 
latitude  were  even  admitted,  and 
received  as  a  fidtion  of  policy,  dill, 
the  rebellion  in  America,  the  ex- 
idence  of  v/hich  could  not  be  dis¬ 
puted,  would  judify  the  meafure, 
even  upon  the  principles  of  that 

bill. 

That  the  King  had  been  at  all 
times  competent  to  raife  or  keep  an 
army  in  time  of  war  or  rebellion, 
in  any  part  of  his  dominions ;  that 
this  competence  was  rather  con¬ 
firmed  than  lefiened  by  the  Bill  of 
Rights ;  that  the  bill  made  no  di- 
din&ion  between  an  army  of  na¬ 
tives  and  foreigners ;  that  this  was 
no  novel  doctrine,  but  had  been 
repeatedly  brought  into  prafticc 
fince  the  Revolution,  in  times  when 
the  rights  of  the  people  were  as 
fully  underdood,  and  their  pre¬ 
fervation  as  carefully  attended  to 
as  at  prefent ;  and  that  foreigners 
had  not  only  been  hired,  but 
brought  into  the  kingdom,  with¬ 
out  the  previous  confent  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  They,  however,  contend¬ 
ed,  that  were  all  this  drong  ground 
given  up,  dill  the  Bill  of  Rights 
being  retrofpe£live  and  declaratory, 
could  bear  no  view  to  poffeffions 
which  were  not  at  that  time  in  the 
crown.  The  expediency  of  the 
meafure,  and  the  neceffity  of  its 
being  timely  adopted,  were  alfo 
infilled  upon;  and  it  was  much 
argued,  that  fuch  a  cenfure  would 
Ihew  a  fhameful  didrud  of  the 
crown,  at  a  time  when  it  could 
not  be  judified  with  the  fmalled  ap¬ 
pearance  of  reafon. 

To  thefe  and  other  arguments  ip 

the 
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the  fume  line  it  it  was  replied,  that 
it  was  beneath  the  dignity,  and 
contrary  to  the  liberal  conHrudtion 
and  comprehenfive  views  of  that 
houfe,  to  enter  into  the  quibbles 
and  diHindtions  of  WeftminHer- 
Hall;  to  weigh  words  and  fenten- 
ces,  to  define  their  diftincfb,  legal, 
or  grammatical  import,  was  for 
others,  not  for  them.  They  were 
to  confider  the  fpirit,  the  intention, 
the  circumHances  that  led  to,  and 
the  evils  that  were  to  be  cured,  by 
that  folemn  compact  between  the 
King  and  the  people,  the  Bill  of 
Rights.  Thefe  they  were  to  con- 
fider  as  legiflators,  as  the  the  he¬ 
reditary  guardians  of  that  new 
magna  charta,  which  includes  with¬ 
in  its  pale  all  the  liberties  of  the 
people  of  England,  not  as  lawyers, 
who  wanted  to  explain  away  its 
fubllance,  or  to  find  loop-holes  to 
creep  through.  That  bill  was  a 
capitulation  between  the  people  and 
their  newly  elected  fovereign ;  a 
compadt  to  be  for  ever  binding  on 
their  refpedtive  poflerity  and  fuc- 
celfors.  It  claimed  no  new  rights 
it  required  no  favours ;  it  declared 
•old  rights ;  what  was  already  the 
law  and  the  conftitution  ;  and  par¬ 
ticularly  provided  againfl  thofe  vio¬ 
lations  of  them,  which  were  then 
more  immediately  felt.  Of  thefe, 
the  keeping  of  a  Handing  army, 
without  the  confent  of  parliament, 
was  the  firft  in  danger  and  mag¬ 
nitude,  and  had  been  recently  ex¬ 
perienced;  this  giant  evil  had  al¬ 
ready  fubverted  the  liberties  of  all 
the  other  Hates  in  Europe,  and 
had  nearly  fwallowed  up  our  own. 
This  deHroyer  of  the  rights  of  na¬ 
tions  was  accordingly  provided 
againH,  as  far  as  compass  can  bind 


mankind,  and  as  wifdom  can  go¬ 
vern  futurity. 

The  conltrudfion  now  attempted 
to  be  put  upon  the  words  “  with¬ 
in  the  kingdom,”  it  was  laid, 
might  be  carried  to  an  extent, 
which  the  noble  lords  on  the  other 
fide  might  not  be  willing  to  avow. 
If  thefe  terms  did  not  include  all 
the  poffdlions  belonging  to  this 
country,  then  armies  of  foreigners, 
to  any  amount,  might  be  intro¬ 
duced  into  jerfey,  Guernfey,  Ire¬ 
land,  and  even  Scotland,  which 
was  not  at  that  time  within  the 
kingdom.  Can  it  be  ferioully  con¬ 
tended,  that  this  is  in  the  inten¬ 
tion  or  fpirit  of  the  Bill  of  Rights  ? 
■Or  that  when  the  maintaining  an 
army  of  natives  within  England 
and  Wales,  was  deemed  danger¬ 
ous  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of 
the  people,  the  furrounding  and 
befieging  them  with  hoHs  of  fo¬ 
reigners,  was  an  objedt  neither  of 
jealoufy  nor  apprehenfion.  The 
diHindtions  made  between  a  time 
of  peace  and  war,  and  the  great 
latitude  of  power  attributed  to  the 
crown  in  the  latter  inHance,  were 
equally  controverted,  and  faid 
neither  to  be  warranted  by  the  law, 
nor  by  any  cuHomary  ufage;  that 
if  the  arguments  ufed  on  that  head 
were  carried  to  their  full  extent,  it 
would  necelfarily  follow,  that  an 
infurredtion,  or  war,  in  the  re- 
moteH  part  of  this  widely  extended 
empire,  would  render  it  legal  in 
the  crown  to  introduce  armies  of 
foreigners,  of  any  nation,  and  to 
any  amount,  even  into  this  king¬ 
dom.  The  inference  attempted  to 
be  drawn  from  the  word  .  ;>>  ners 
not  being  expreffed  in  the  lav/, 
was,  it  was  faid,  too  puerile  to 
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deferve  a  ferious  confideration,  it 
it  had  not  been  for  the  great  ft  refs 
which  feemed  to  be  laid  upon  it  by 
fome  lords  on  the  other  fide  ; 
but  can  it  be  thought  or  believed, 
that  when  it  was  deemed  danger¬ 
ous  to  entruft  the  fword  in  the 
hands  of  a  Handing  army  of  natives, 
it  fhould  be  confidered  as  perfectly 
wife,  legal,  conftitutional,  and  fafe, 
to  place  it  in  thofe  of  foreigners  ? 

It  was  abfolutely  denied  that 
foreign  troops  had  been  brought 
into  the  kingdom  at  any  time  fince 
the  Revolution,  without  the  pre¬ 
vious  confent  of  parliament,  either 
by  an  addrefs,  or  by  fome  former 
treaty  which  it  had  ratified.  Such 
was  the  cafe  of  the  Hefiians  in  the 
years  1745  and  1 756,  upon  which 
fo  much  weight  had  been  laid  5  in 
the  firft  inftance,  the  meafure  had 
the  fanftion  of  an  addrefs  from 
both  houfes  to  the  throne;  and  in 
the  fecond,  it  was  covered  by  an 
exiting  treaty,  which  had  already 
received  the  approbation  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  As  to  the  hiring  of  foreign 
troops,  and  afterwards  prevailing 
on  parliament  to  ratify  the  en¬ 
gagements,  it  did  not  at  all  come 
up  to  the  point  in  queftion,  though 
it  could  be  (hewn,  that  even  this 
practice,  had  in  other  times  been 
an  object;  of  much  animadversion 
and  cenfure. 

It  was  fhewn,  that  former  ad- 
miniftrations  had  been  fo  tender 
and  cautious  with  refpect  -to  em¬ 
ploying  foreigners,  and  the  vigi¬ 
lance  and  jealoufy  of  parliament 
upon  that  fubjecl  was  fo  well  un¬ 
derflood,  that  in  the  height  ol  the 
turbulence,  heat,  and  clanger  of 
the  late  war,  when  the  fate  of  em¬ 
pires  feemed  at  flake,  and  our  an¬ 
nual  levies  for  the  army  and  navy, 
were  not  much  fewer  than  twenty 


thoufand;  yet  in  fuch  a  leaf  on  of 
urgent  necellity,  when  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  the  meafure  did  not  admit 
of  a  doubt,  that  great  ftatefman  the. 
Earl  of  Chatham,  would  not  ven¬ 
ture  upon  railing  a  German  regi¬ 
ment  of  4000  men  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  fervice,  under  any  colour  oi 
the  royal  prerogative,  but  waited 
to  go  through  the  formalities,  and 
to  receive  the  fan&ion  of  an  a<ft  of 
parliament  for  the  purpofe.  And 
fuch  precautions  were  taken  at  that 
time  to  fecure  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  fuch  an  attention  paid 
even  to  their  opinions,  that  the 
number  of  foreign  officers  was  li¬ 
mited  to  fifty,  which  was  lefs  than 
one  third  of  the  whole;  the  fol- 
diers  were  alfo  to  be  proteflants,  to 
become  naturalized  fubjedfs,  and 
to  take  the  oath  1  ft  George  I. 
And  fo  tenacious  was  the  minifler 
and  parliament  then  with  refpeef 
to  the  ac!  of  fettlement,  fo  careful 
of  the  fmallefl  violation,  that  the 
law  which  enabled  the  crown  to 
take  thofe  Germans  into  its  fer¬ 
vice,  provided  that  they  fliould 
ferve  in  America  only,  and  that 
none  of  the  foreign  officers  fhould 
bear  any  commiifion  higher  than 
that  of  Lieutenant-Colonel.  So 
far  were  we  then  from  putting  the 
flrong  fortreiTes  of  this  empire  into 
the  poffieffion  of  foreigners,  that  a 
very  deferving  naturalized  officer 
could  never  arrive  at  the  command 
of  a  regiment  of  his  own  country¬ 
men,  which  he  had  a  principal 
fhare  in  railing  and  forming.  And 
fo  widely  different  were  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  modes  of  atfting  a  few 
years  back,  from  the  doitrines 
which  are  held  out  at  prefent. 

They  alfo  obferved,  that  fo 
lately  as  the  year  1768,  when  the 
crown  thought  an  augmentation  of 
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the  army  in  Ireland  from  12000 
to  15000  men  neceflary,  in  order 
thereby  to  ffrengthen  the  foreign 
garrifons,  without  leaving  that 
kingdom  defencelefs,  however  ne- 
cefiary  the  meafures  was,  and  tho’ 
the  Irifh  parliament,  which  was  to 
provide  the  expence,  feconded  the 
king’s  views,  yet  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  authorifed  at  the  head  of 
that  body  to  make  any  addition 
to  his  forces,  though  of  natural- 
born  fubjedts,  without  the  fandtion 
of  the  Britifh  parliament,  which 
was  accordingly  obtained  by  an  adt 
palled  for  that  purpofe. 

As  to  what  had  been  repeatedly 
faid,  of  not  Ihewing  any  dillruft  of 
the  Prince  upon  the  throne,  it  was 
replied,  that  no  dillruft  was  meant 
or  entertained  ;  compliments  were 
not  to  be  thought  of  in  queftions  of 
great  national  concern,  nor  a 
precedent  eftablilhed  as  a  matter  of 
compliment,  which  might  prove 
fatal  in  its  confequences  to  the 
rights  of  a  people.  No  prince 
ever  fat  upon  a  throne  that  de¬ 
ferred  a  more  unlimited  confi¬ 
dence,  than  our  great  deliverer 
King  William  ;  yet,  with  all  his 
virtues,  and  all  the  obligations  we 
were  under  to  him,  parliament 
would  not  indulge  him  in  that 
meafure  which  went  fo  near  to  his 
heart,  of  keeping  a  fingle  regi¬ 
ment  of  Dutch  guards  here.  They 
who  refufcd  him  in  that  inftance, 
notwithflanding  all  his  great  vir¬ 
tues  and  qualities,  deferve  the 
highefb  applaufe  and  honour  for 
their  firmnefs  in  fo  doing.  If  they 
had  been  ceremonies,  a  prece¬ 
dent  would  not  now  have  been 
wanting;  and  the  ufage  being  once 
eftablilhed,  would  upon  fome  fu¬ 
ture  occafion  be  applied  to  the  moft 
dangerous  purpofes. 

Upon  the  whole,  the  oppofition 


infilled,  that  the  meafure  was 
highly  illegal  and  unconflitutional  ; 
that  it  was  direCtly  contrary  both 
to  the  letter  and  fpirit  of  the  law ; 
but  that  if  it  had  militated  with  no 
politive  law,  it  would  {till  have 
been  a  total  infraction,  and  funda¬ 
mentally  fubverfive,  of  the  firft 
principles  of  our  government.  A 
noble  Earl  went  fo  far,  as  to  pro¬ 
nounce  it  decifively,  to  be  high 
treafon  againft  the  conflitution. 

A  great  Lord  at  the  head  of  the 
law,  and  Speaker  of  that  houfe, 
gave  up  the  point,  as  to  Gibraltar 
and  Minorca  not  being  fuppofed 
within  the  kingdom,  in  the  inten¬ 
tion  and  fpirit  of  the  law  ;  he  be- 
fides  allowed  that  the  law  applied 
to  foreigners,  but  juftified  the 
meafure  upon  the  fame  principle, 
for  as  America  was  alfo  included 
in  the  defcription  of  within  the 
kingdom,  and  a  rebellion  and  war 
were  now  exiffing  there,  fo  the 
operations  of  the  Bill  of  rights  mull 
ceafe,  until  peace  was  reftored. 

A  noble  Lord,  high  in  office, 
had  moved  the  previous  queflion 
early  in  the  debate,  upon  a  fuppo- 
fition  that  a  bill  of  indemnity 
would  be  brought  into  the  Houie 
of  Commons,  by  the  minifler,  in 
order  to  remove  the  fcruple,  and 
quiet  the  apprehenfions  of  the 
country  gentlemen.  The  idea  of 
an  aCt  of  indemnity,  was  however 
totally  reprobated  by  the  other 
Lords  in  office,  and  the  noble  au¬ 
thor  endeavoured,  as  well  as  he 
could,  to  explain  away  the  fub- 
flance  of  what  he  had  thrown  out 
upon  that  fubjeCh  The  previous 
queftion  being  at  length  put,  it 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  75, 
including  22  proxies,  to  32,  in¬ 
cluding  one  proxy  who  fup- 
ported  the  motion. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  miniller 


H  I  S  T  O  R  Y  O  F  E  U  ROPE. 


was  continually  preffed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  by  the  coun¬ 
try  gentlemen,  for  the  Indemnity 
Bill  which  he  had  promifed  to 
bring  in,  and  which  he  did  not 
now  feem  at  ail  difpofed  to  think 
of.  Their  perfeverance,  however, 
brought  him  to  an  explanation, 
that  though  he  was  perfectly  fa- 
tished  of  the  legality  of  the  mea- 
fure,  he  had  no  objection  to  give 
thofe  gentlemen  fatisfaCHon  who 
held  another  opinion,  and  were  ap- 
prehenfive  that  it  might  be  drawn 
into  a  precedent,  by  concurring 
with  them  in  any  meafure,  which 
might  tend,  as  he  expreffed  it  fa- 
cetioufly,  to  the  prefervation  of 
miniflers  heads  upon  their  fhoul- 
ders  ;  but  that  he  had  coniulted 
feveral  upon  the  fubjeCt,  who 
joined  exactly  with  himfelf  in  opi¬ 
nion,  that  bills  of  indemnity  were 
orily  intended  to  cover  miniflers 
from  aCtions  at  law  ;  but  did  not 
at  all  operate  againfl  criminal 
charges,  nor  in  any  degree  bar  an 
impeachment. 

This  opinion  was  by  no  means 
received,  and  it  was  on  the  con¬ 
trary  infilled,  that  bills  of  indem¬ 
nity  were  aCts  of  grace  and  favour 
extended  by  parliament  to  minif- 
ters,  to  proteCt  them  from  pu- 
jiifliment  for  thofe  aCts  of  illegality 
which  they  might  be  guilty  of 
through  neceffity,  expediency,  or 
human  infirmity,  where  the  inten¬ 
tion  was  clear,  and  the  operating 
motive  might  be  brought  in  juffifi- 
cation,  or  mere  error,  in  allevia¬ 
tion  of  the  crime.  The  minifler 
then  propofed  a  relolution,  by 
which  the  meafure  in  oueflion  was 
applauded  in  nearly  the  terms  of 
the  addrefs,  and  a  flill  farther 
fanCtion  given  to  it,  by  declaring 
it  as  the  opinion  of  the  houfe*  that 


it  neceffarily  required  a  greater 
degree  of  difpatch,  than  was  con¬ 
fident  with  waiting  for  the  aifem- 
bling  of  parliament. 

This  propofal  was  fo  direCtly 
the  reverie  to  the  fatisfaCHon  which 
was  demanded,  that  it  was  of  courfe 
rejected ;  not  without  fome  difap- 
probation  of  the  idea,  that  any 
refolution  of  one  houfe  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  fnould  be  fet  up  to  encoun¬ 
ter  the  eftabhfhed  law  of  the  land, 
founded  upon,  and  growing  out  ot 
the  conflitution.  The  minifler 
endeavoured  to  remove  this  objec¬ 
tion  by  a  conference  with  the 
Lords,  which  would  render  the 
refolution  the  joint  act  of  both 
houfe s.  None  of  thefe  propofals 
affording  any  fatisfa&ion,  and 
none  better  being  offered,  one 
of  the  country  gentlemen  gave  no¬ 
tice  that  he  would  move  for  leave 
to  bring  in  an  aCt  of  indemnity. 
The  minifler,  however,  thought 
proper  afterwards  to  take  the  bufi- 
nefs  out5 of  his  hands,  and  was  him¬ 
felf  the  mover  to  bring  in  the  pro¬ 
pofed  bill. 

Though  this  was  all  that  was 
wifhed  by  the  country  gentlemen,- 
it  by  no  means  fatisiiedthe  oppofi- 
tion,  properly  fo  called,  who 
knew  not  the  bill  would  be  fo  con¬ 
trived,  as  to  appear  rather  an  in¬ 
dulgence  offered  by  the  miniflers 
to  tender  and  fcrupulous  con- 
fciences,  and  was  in  faCl  a  com¬ 
pliment  to  many  of  their  own 
friends,  v/ho  would  .wifh  in  fome 
meafure  to  balance  prefent  ccnduCt 
with  former  profelfions,  than  as 
including  any  cenfure  upon  them- 
felves,  acknowledgment  that  an  in¬ 
demnity  was  neceffary  to  their  fe- 
curity,  or  effectual  condemnation 
of  the  meafure  upon  which  it  was 
founded, 
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Upon  thefe,  or  fimi- 
largrounds,  Sir  James 
Eowther  made  a  motion,  That  the 
introducing  the  Hanoverian  troops 
into  any  part  of  the  dominions  be¬ 
longing  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  without  the  confent  of 
parliament  firft  had  and  obtained, 
is  contrary  to  lav/.  The  minifter, 
to  guard  again  ft  the  dfeds  of  this 
motion,  and  to  detach  the  country 
gentlemen  entirely  from  it,  had  his 
bill  oi  indemnity  framed  with  great 
difpatch,  and  brought  in  upon  that 
very  morning. 

As  this  motion  went  diredly 
home  to  the  queftion  of  law,  the 
charge  in  that  refped  was  ftrongly 
fupported,  and  befides  the  general 
illegalities  which  we  have  already 
feen  attributed  to  the  meafure  in 
queftion,  whether  with  refped  to 
the  general  law  of  the  realm,  or 
the  Bill  of  Rights  in  particular,  it 
was  now  affirmed  to  be  directly 
contrary  to  that  claule  in  the  Ad 
of  Settlement,  which  fpecially  en- 
a6ts,  That  no  perfon  born  out  of 
the  kingdoms  of  England,  Scot¬ 
land,  or  Ireland,  or  the  domini¬ 
ons  thereto  belonging,  (although 
he  be  naturalized,  dr  made  a 
denizen,)  except  fuch  as  are  born 
of  Englifh  parents,  fnall  be  capa¬ 
ble  to  enjoy  any  office,  or  place  of 
truft,  civil  or  military. 

The  application  of  a  claufe 
which  left  fo  little  room  for  doubt 
or  miftake,  was  not  difficult.  It 
was  alked,  whether  the  pofteflion 
of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca,  were 
not  military  trufts  of  the  higheft 
nature?  Whether  the  crown  could 
legally  commit  thefe  trufts  to  the 
officers  of  France  or  Spain?  Was 
there  any  diftindion  in  point  of 
law,  which  rendered  it  more  legal 
to  commit  the  k’eys  of  the  empire 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 
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to  the  cuftody  of  Hanoverians  than 
Spaniards?  The  troops  of  Hano¬ 
ver  are  as  diftind  from  the  troops 
of  this  country,  as  thofe  of  Ruffia. 
The  King  of  Great  Britain  is  alfo 
as  diftind  from  the  Eledor  of 
Hanover  in  every  political  point  of 
view,  as  he  is  from  the  remoteft 
fovereign  in  Chriftendom. 

Several  palfages  in  the  Bill  of 
Rights,  and  Annual  Mutiny  Ad, 
were  applied  in  further  proof  of 
the  charge  of  illegality. 

O  O  j 

On  the  other  fide,  the  ground 
of  legality,  with  refped  to  the 
laws  which  had  palled  in  confe- 
quence  of  the1  Revolution,  not  be¬ 
ing  found  tenable,  was  quitted, 
and  new  taken.  One  of  the  law 
officers,  and  fome  other  gentlemen 
on  the  fame  fide,  advanced  and  in- 
lifted,  that  it  was  an  indifputable 
prerogative  inherent  in  the  crown, 
to  proted  the  public,  which  could 
not  be  done  but  by  arms.  That  par¬ 
liament  had  no  means  of  controll¬ 
ing  this  prerogative,  and  prevent¬ 
ing  any  mifehievous  confequencesy 
but  by  withholding  the  fupplies 
which  were  necelTary  for  the  fup- 
port  of  armies.  That  this  prero¬ 
gative  was  coeval  with  the  inherent 
right  in  the  crown  of  making  peace 
and  war,  which  would  not  only  be 
nugatory,  but  an  ablolute  mockery 
without  it;  and  that  it  was  fup¬ 
ported  by  uninterrupted  ufage, 
the  conftant  exercife  of  the  right, 
from  the  earlieft  period  of  our  mo¬ 
narchy  to  the  Revolution.  That 
the  Bill  of  Rights  created  no  new 
law  ;  it  only  aflerted  ancient  ufage, 
by  way  of  declaration  ;  confequent- 
ly,  inftead  of  militating  with  this 
inherent  prerogative,  it  confirms 
it,  if  that  were  wanting ;  as  what¬ 
ever  then  appeared  to  be  the  an¬ 
cient  ufage  muft  ftill  continue  to  be 
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the  law.  It  damns  and  reprobates 
fucli  armies,  and  in  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  as  could  not  be  juftified  by 
fuch  uniform  unqueftioned  ufage  ; 
but  no  others ;  and  whilft  it  fa- 
cures  the  conftitution,  it  does  not 
weaken  the  defence  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  What  was  the  militia,  be¬ 
fore  the  new  regulation  ?  It  was  an 
army,  the  command  of  which  was 
unqueftionably  and  folely  in  the 
crown,  and  fo  declared  to  be  by 
ad  of  parliament. 

That,  if  there  could  be  any  dif¬ 
ference  of  opinion  with  refped  to 
the  prerogative,  -  in  the  extent  now 
laid  down,  ftill  there  could  not  be 
a  colour  of  objection,  with  regard 
to  the  meafure  now  attempted  to 
be  cenfured;  for,  however,  the 
general  right  of  the  crown  might 
be  difputed,  the  particular  right  of 
placing  garrifons  in  the  King’s  for- 
trelfes,  whether  within  or  with¬ 
out  the  realm,  had  never  been 
queftioned,  even  in  times  of  the 
greateft  popular  licentioufaefs.  In 
fupport  of  this  pofition,  inftances 
were  given  of  the  garrifon  kept  in 
Calais  for  above  two  hundred 
years,  and  of  that  at  Tangier,  du¬ 
ring  the  greater  part  of  the  reign 
of  Charles  the  Second,,  in  neither 
of  which,  was  parliament  ever 
confulted,  or  did  it  ever  pretend 
to  interfere;  at  home,  the  infran- 
ces  were  more  numerous,,  and  in 
the  fame  predicament ;  for  which 
the  garrifons  formerly  maintained, 
in  Newcaftle,  Berwick,.  Portf- 
mouth,  the  Marches,  and  Cinque 
Ports,  were  brought  in  proof. 
All  danger  from  fuch  garrifons  to 
the  conftitution  is  guarded  by  the 
clear  line  that  is  drawn.  For  the 
moment  the  troops  quit  the  gar¬ 
rifon  towns,  or  are  kept  up  in  any 
other  manner  than  bona  iide  for. 


that  garrifon  ufe,  they  became  il¬ 
legal;  and  thofe  who  thus  keep 
up  or  employ  them,  are  anfwerable 
with  their  heads  for  the  abufe. 

Thefe  arguments,  inftead  of  fa~ 
tisfying  the  oppolition,  gave  them, 
new  ground  of  complaint.  They 
denied  the  legal  force  of  any  ufage. 
contrary  to  the  eftablifhed  princi¬ 
ples  of  the  conftitution.  Otherwife 
all  ancient  arbitrary  proceedings, 
for  which  there  were  but  too  many 
precedents,  would  become  foun¬ 
dations  for  our  laws.  They  faid, 
that  the  ancient  armies  of  the. 
crown,  were  compofed  of  thofe. 
who  ferved  by  virtue  of  their  te¬ 
nure,  for  a  limited  time,  and  for 
particular  fervices  ;  to  which  the 
King  was  intitled  in  common  with 
the  inferior  Lords,  in  right  of  pro¬ 
perty  and  tenure.  That  from  the 
abolition  of  the  military  tenures, 
the  crown  had  no  conftitutional 
military  force  whatever,  except 
what  was  granted  by  parliament. 
That  an  army  was  a  thing  totally 
different  from  the  occalional  call 
on  the  fubjeft  for  his  own  defence 
againft  an  aftual  invafion.  The 
legal  power  of  the  crown,  how¬ 
ever,  with  regard  to  the  militia, 
was  by  no  means  clear,  until  an 
aft  was  formed  for  that  purpofe, 
though  there  was  no  doubt  made  as 
to  the  iupreme  command,  when¬ 
ever  it  was  legally  called  forth  and 
afted.  That  the  ancient  garri¬ 
fons  wbre  by  tenures  and  caftle 
guard  as  other  fervices  were,  and 
did  no  way  referable  regular  troops. 
They  laughed  at  what  they  called 
the.  new  diftinction  of  garrifons, 
which  might  legally  form  a  mili¬ 
tary  chain  about  the  extremities  of 
the  kingdom,  and  were  to  be  held 
there  by  words.  If  any  army  could 
be  kept  there  by  prerogative,  they 
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would  not  alk  leave  of  law  to  en¬ 
large  their  quarters. 

As  to  the  precedent  with  refpeCt 
to  foreign  garrifons,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  Calais  was  the  laft 
remnant  of  thofe  vaft  poftefiions 
which  our  kings  held  of  their  own 
right  in  France ;  that  they  claimed 
the  crown  and  the  whole  kingdom 
by  lineal  defeent;  and  that,  con- 
fequently,  the  Englilh  parliament 
had  no  more  to  do  with  the  King’s 
government  of  France,  than  they 
have  now  with  his  government  of 
Hanover.  As  to  Dunkirk  and 
Tangier,  Charles  the  Second,  who 
kept  garrifons  in  thofe  places, 
maintained  an  army  within  the 
kingdom  contrary  to  law.  It  was 
one  of  thofe  great  and  dangerous 
infractions  of  the  conllitution, 
which  the  Revolution  was  intended 
to  cure.  He  alfo  fold  Dunkirk  to 
France.  Will  that  now  be  drawn 
into  precedent  ? 

Notwithftanding  the  firmnefs 
with  which  the  crown  lawyers  and 
minifters  defended  in  debate  a  very 
qualified  fenfe  of  the  words  in  the 
declaration  of  rights,  and  of  courfe 
a  very  high,  and  not  very  clearly 
defined  prerogative  in  the  crown, 
with  regard  to  garrifons  and  ar¬ 
mies,  they  did  not  however  think 
proper  to  give  it  a  further  fanCtion 
and  confirmation,  by  putting  a  di¬ 
rect  negative  upon  the  motion, 
which  would  have  been  tantamount 
to  a  refolution,  and  confequently 
eftablilh  the  doctrine  in  debate,  fo 
far  as  that  houfe  was  capable.  In- 
llead  of  this,  the  previous  queftion 
was  put,  and  the  motion,  accor¬ 
dingly,  indirectly  loll,  by  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  203,  to  81,  by  whom  it 
was  fupported.  Thus  was  this 
great  quellion,  of  no  fmall  legal 
and  unconftitutional  importance, 


left  open  and  undecided,  to  be 
perhaps  refumed  at  fome  future 
period. 

A.  new  militia  bill  having  been, 
brought  in,  in  confequence  of  a 
paflage  which  we  have  already 
feen  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
confiderable  debates  arofe  upon 
the  fecond  reading  of  it,  which 
happened  on  the  day  preceding 
the  motion  we  have  juft  mentioned. 
The  principal  objection  made  to 
this  bill,  was  the  prodigious  ad¬ 
ditional  power  with  which  it  arm¬ 
ed  the  crown,  the  King  being  en¬ 
abled  by  it  to  draw  out  the  militia, 
in  cafe  of  a,  rebellion  in  any  part 
of  the  empire.  This  was  laid  to 
be,  in  faCt,  empowering  the  crown 
to  draw  the  militia  out  whenever 
it  thought  fit,  as  a  pretence  could 
never  be  wanting  for  the  purpofe, 
while  there  was  a  black  Carib  re¬ 
maining  in  St.  Vincents,  a  run¬ 
away  Negro  in  the  mountains 
cf  Jamaica,  or  a  Hindoo  Rajah 
left  on  the  coaft  of  Coromandel. 

The  bill  was  faid  to  be  entirely 
fubverfive  of  every  idea  of  a  con- 
ftitutional  militia,  which  fhould  be 
merely  local,  and  calculated  only 
for  internal  and  domeftic  defence* 
That  the  prefect  militia  was 
formed  under  the  exprefs  condition 
of  not  being  called  out,  except  in 
cafes  of  invafion,  rebellion,  or  an 
imminent  danger  of  either,  in  the 
kingdom ;  but  by  this  bill,  it  is 
in  the  power  of  a  minifter  to  em¬ 
body  the  militia  whenever  he 
pleafes ;  and  as  they  are  then  im¬ 
mediately  within  the  Mutiny  A  Cl, 
they  are  to  all  intents  and  purpo- 
fes,  whether  they  will  or  no,  con¬ 
verted  at  once  into  a  regular  Hand¬ 
ing  army. 

It  was  urged  with  great  feverity, 
that  this  bill  was  rounding  and 
[f]  2  coith 
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compleating  that  fydem  which  had 
for  fome  years  been  uniformly  pur- 
fued,  of  rendering  the  crown  to¬ 
tally  independent  of  the  people, 
and  placing  them  naked  and  de- 
fencelefs  in  its  power*  In  fup- 
port  of  this  alfertion,  befides  the 
general  indances,  of  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  our  military  peace  eda- 
blifhment  both  by  fea  and  land, 
and  the  continually  growing  and 
dangerous  influence  obtained  by 
multiplying  places  and  penflons, 
Were  reckoned,  the  great  weight 
thrown  into  the  preponderating 
fcale  of  the  crown,  by  the  Royal 
Marriage  Bill;  the  inordinate 
power  obtained  by  a  violation  of 
all  the  rights  of  the  Eafl>  India 
-company ;  the  violent  attempt  of 
extending  the  prerogative  to  the 
levying  of  money  upon  the  fiibjecl 
by  proclamation  in  the  cafe  of 
the  four  and  half  per  cent,  in  the 
Wed  Indies,  which,  notwithstand¬ 
ing  every  poflible  cbdacle  thrown 
in  the  way  ofjudice,  has  at  length 
been  condemned  by  our  courts  of 
law;  with  the  further  breaches  in 
our  old  form  of  government,  and 
the  unufual  powers  granted  by  the 
Quebec  Adt,  and  the  Bodon  Port 
Bill ;  and  the  defign  to  overawe  us 
into  a  fubmiflion  to  any  meafures, 
by  the  introduction  of  a  foreign 
force.  They  faid,  that  every  mea- 
filre  adopted,  and  every  incident 
Which  occurred  in  the  prefent  trou¬ 
bles,  whether  favourable  or  unfa¬ 
vourable  to  government,  was  con¬ 
verted  to  the  furtherance  of  that 
defipn.  And  that  administration 

s  o 

was  now  evidently  taking  advan¬ 
tage  from  the  lituation  of  public 
affairs,  to  bring  the  people  by  the 
prefent  bill  under  martial  law,  and 
to  add  that  law  to  the  prerogative. 


They  concluded,  that  no  per-- 
fon  who  attentively  confidered  the 
quick  fucceflion  of  thefe  meafures 
within  fo  fliort  a  period,  could  have 
a  doubt  remaining  concerning  their 
defign. 

On  the  other  fide,  all  thofe  dan¬ 
gers  to  the  conditution  which  it 
was  fuppofed  might  arife  from  the 
bill,  and  the  evil  purpofes  to  which, 
it  might  be  applied,  were  reprefent- 
ed  as  purely  chimerical,  and  as 
impoflible  in  the  nature  of  things' 
ever  to  be  realized.  What  minifler 
would  run  the  rifque  of  his  head  by 
calling  out  the  militia  of  England, 
under  the  pretext  of  a  riot  in  Ben¬ 
gal,  or  a  dfflurbance  in  any  other 
remote  part  of  the  King’s  domini¬ 
ons  ?  Muff  he  not  face  parliament 
to  account  for  his  condudl  ?  Would 
the  trifling  caufes  which  have  been 
fuppofed,  be  accepted  as  a  judifica- 
tion,  for  exciting  fuch  an  alarm, 
and  caufing  fuch  expence  an  (^trou¬ 
ble  to  the  nation?  An  impeach¬ 
ment  muff  be  the  inevitable  confe- 
quence,  and  the  alternative  of  a 
mad-houfe,  or  a  fcaffold,  the  final 
refult,  in  cafe  of  a  condudl  fo  re¬ 
plete  with  folly  and  danger.  That 
poflible  abides  were  no  arguments 
againft  neceflary  powers ;  but  that 
the  abufes  here  predidted  were 
fcarcely  within  poflibility.  - 

A  militia  was  the  great  conditu- 
tional  defence  of  a  free  country. 
It  had  always  been  called  for  in 
oppofition  to  a  (landing  army,  by 
the  moil  celebrated  patriots  ;  by 
thofe  who  were  the  mod  jealous 
of  the  powers  of  the  crown,  and 
the  molf  zealous  dicklers  for  the 
rights  of  the  people.  As  there 
was  a  neceflity  in  a  great  national 
conteff,  of  fending  the  regular 
forces  abroad  to  fupport  the  rights 

of 
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of  the  crown,  and  of  the  people, 
fome  mode  of  home  fecurity  and 
defence  rauft  be  adopted  in  their 
abfence.  What  other  could  have 
been  found  fo  proper,  and  fo  con- 
fiitutional  as  the  prefent  ?  Would 
thofe  who  ftigmatize  the  meafure 
of  fending  a  few  battalions  of 
Hanoverians  (who  though  foreign¬ 
ers,  are  the  King’s  fubje&s,  and 
of  courfe  our  natural  friends)  to 
ftrengthen  the  garrifons  of  Gib¬ 
raltar  and  Minorca,  would  they  re¬ 
commend  the  introduction  of  fo¬ 
reigners  into  England,  or  would 
they  with,  that  our  ports,  our 
-docks,  the  capital,  and  the  king¬ 
dom  itfelf,  fliould  be  open  to  the 
enterprize,  and  fubjeCt  to  the 
mercy,  of  any  inlidious  enemy  that 
might  chufe  to  take  an  advantage 
of  our  defencelefs  fituation  ?  Could 
any  thing  be  more  pleating  to  Eng- 
lifhmen,  than  that  the  defence  of 
their  country  fliould  reft  upon  them- 
felves  only?  Or  could  his  Majefty 
give  a  more  ftriking  inftance  of  the 
unbounded  confidence  which  he 
placed  in  their  zeal,  affeClion,  and 
loyalty,  than  by  repofing  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  his  crown,  perfon,  and 
kingdom,  in  the  gentlemen  of  Eng¬ 
land? 

This  debate  was  by  degrees 
drawn  off  from  the  main  fubjeCt  to 
that  of  the  late  addreffps  to  the 
throne ;  a  matter  which  had  been 
continually  agitated  fince  the  open¬ 
ing  of  die  feffion,  and  which  now 
produced  more  warm  animadver- 
iion,  and  pointed  altercation,  than 
any  other  which  occurred  in  its 
courfe.  Befides  the  general  cen- 
fure  which  the  oppofition  paffed 
upon  thefe  pieces  of  minifterial 
craft  and  manufadure,  (which  they 
affeCledto  call  and  confidcr  them,) 
£q r  die  indecency  and  fcurrility  of 


their  language,  the  falfehood  of 
their  charges,  and  the  dangerous 
tendency  ol  their  implications  and 
threats,  an  addrefs  from  the  firft 
battalion  of  Devonfhire  militia,  in 
which  they  made  a  tender  of  their 
perlonal  fervice  againft  all  internal 
enemies,  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  bringing  the  matter-  home  to  the 
prefent  .queftion,  by  {hewing  the 
danger  of  intruding  the  fword  to  a 
militia  upon  the  new  conftruCtion, 
when  a  part  even  of  the  old,  which 
feemed  more  immediately  in  the 
hands  of  the  people,  was  fo  ma¬ 
naged,  as  wantonly  to  propofe  its 
application  to  the  raoft  fatal  pur- 
pofes. 

That  thofe  who  were  entrufted 
with  arms  by  the  conftitution  for 
purpofes  of  national  defence,  were 
to  ufe  them  only  in  the  manner  pre¬ 
ferred,  and  under  the  powers  or¬ 
dained  by  that  authority.  They 
were,  as  a  militia,  to  hold  no  opi¬ 
nion,  as  to  time  or  place,  fitnefs 
or  neceffity ;  they  were  to  obey 
the  orders  which  they  received, 
not  to  fay  what  thofe  orders  fliould 
be ;  they  were  to  fecond  and  fup- 
port  the  execution  of  the  law,  not 
to  declare  what  was  the  law ; 
much  lefs  to  dictate  in  great  poli¬ 
tical  and  legiflative  queftions. 
Thefe  gentlemen,  they  faid,  come 
uncalled,  with  drawn  fwords  in 
their  hands  to  make  a  tender  of 
them ;  againft  whom  are  thefe 
fwords  to  be  employed  ?  not  againft. 
the  natural  enemies  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  nor  even  againft  their  unfor¬ 
tunate  fellow-ftibjedts  in  America; 
but  againft  internal  enemies ;  that 
is,  againft  all  thofe  throughout  the 
kingdom,  who  happen  to  differ 
with  them  in  political  opinion; 
and  more  immediately  and  parti¬ 
cularly  againft  thofe  gentleman', 
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who  in  fulfilling  their  duty  to  God 
and  their  country,  have  unremit¬ 
tingly  drove  in  parliament,  to  pre¬ 
vent  a  mod  unnatural  and  ruinous 
civil  war, 

To  thefe  fevere  dribcures  it  was 
replied,  that  the  public  addreffes 
from  London  and  Middlefex  to  the 
debtors  and  freeholders  of  Eng¬ 
land,  rendered  it  necedary  for 
thofe  who  were  well  afFebted  to  go¬ 
vernment  to  make  as  public  an 
avowal  of  their  fentiments  and 
principles,  thereby  to  vindicate  the 
eharabter  of  the  nation,  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  his  Majedy,  and  the  world 
at  large,  from  being  deceived,  with 
refpebt  to  the  general  difpodtion 
of  the  people.  That  letters  from 
a  fociety  in  London,  which  called 
itfelf  conftitutionaJ ,  had  been  circu¬ 
lated  with  great  indudry,  recom¬ 
mending  to  the  people  to  enter  into 
affociations  in  the  different  coun¬ 
ties  and  towns,  and  citing  as  an 
example,  and  aligning  'as  a  mo¬ 
tive,  the  fuccefs  which  had  attend¬ 
ed  fuch  a  prabtice  in  bringing 
about  the  Revolution.  That  plain 
country  gentlemen,  who  do  not 
trouble  themfelves  much  with  nice 
didinbtions,  and  are  not  at  all 
verfed  in  fubtilties,  thought  that 
nothing  lefs  could  be  intended  by 
thefe  propofals  than  another  Re¬ 
volution  ;  and  that  in  dich  cir- 
cunidances,  the  officers  of  the  fird 
regiment  of  Devonfirire  militia, 
not  only  thought  it  judifiable,  but 
highly  neceffary,  to  make  a  public 
profeflion  of  their  loyalty  and  af¬ 
fection  to  the  fovereign,  attach¬ 
ment  to  government,  and  refolu- 
tion  to  defend  both.  That  it  was 
a  new  dobtrine,  and  peculiar  to  the 
prefent  times,  to  confider  loyalty, 
and  an  attachment  to  the  conditu- 
tion  and  government,  as  crimes,  or 
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the  profedicn  of  them,  as  deferving 
cenfure. 

The  quedion  being  at  length  put 
Upon  the  fecond  reading  of  the 
Militia  Bill?  it  was  carried  upon 
a  divifion  by  the  vad  majority  of 
259,  to  50  only,  who  oppofed  the 
meafure. 

A  debate  arofe  about  XT  n 
,  r  .  ,  JNIov.  id, 

the  lame  time,  on  lay¬ 
ing  the  army  edimates  for  the  en- 
fuing  year  before  the  houfe,  the 
oppofition  prefling  very  clofely  for 
information,  as  to  the  number, 
condition,  and  fituation  of  the 
troops  now  in  America,  whild  the 
miniders,  as  ufual  in  this  bufmefs, 
refufed  the  fatisfabtion  required. 
This  occafioned  a  motion,  That 
there  be  laid  before  the  houfe  an 
account  of  the  lad  returns  of  the 
number  of  effeblive  men,  in  the 
feveral  regiments  and  corps  in  his 
Majedy’s  fervice,  ferving  in  North 
America,  together  with  a  date  of 
the  dek  and  wounded;  didinguifh- 
ing  the  feveral  places  where  the 
faid  troops  are  dationed. 

This  motion  was  oppofed  as  be¬ 
ing  unfupported  by  precedent ; 
and  that  the  calling  for  the  returns 
of  an  army  in  time  of  war,  by  a 
refolution  of  the  houfe,  would 
edablifh  one  highly  inconvenient 
and  dangerous.  That  the  return 
of  an  army,  includes  the  mod  ac¬ 
curate  and  authentic  account  of 
every  particular  relative  to  it. 
Could  it  be  proper  or  fade  to  pub¬ 
lish  fuch  a  date,  to  furnifh  fuch 
information,  while  the  enemy  was 
in  the  field?  while  he  was  in  a 
date  to  convert  fuch  intelligence  to 
the  highed  advantage?  No  mi- 
niders  could  pretend  to  carry  on 
the  public  bufmefs,  if  any  gentle¬ 
man  had  a  right  to  demand  and 
obtain  fuch  information.  If  mi¬ 
niders 
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nifters  a£t  badly,  they  fhould  be 
turned  out  of  their  places ;  and 
not  to  ruin  the  public  fervice,  and 
deftroy  all  confidence  in  them  while 
in  office,  by  calling  for  improper 
accounts. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  affierted, 
that  a  precedent  was  fo  far  from 
being  wanting,  that  it  was  to  be 
found  juft  at  hand,  and  no  longer 
ago  than  the  affair  of  the  Caribs 
at  St.  Vincent’s.  That  informa¬ 
tion'  was  now  indifpenfably  necef- 
iary,  as  it  was  acknowledged  that 
the  officers  of  the  crown  had  hi¬ 
therto  been  deceit' ed  themfelves, 
and  deceived  parliament,  for  want 
of  it.  That  the  pretence  of  dan¬ 
ger,  from  the  enemy’s  becoming 
mafter  of  our  fecrets,  was  too  ri¬ 
diculous  to  deferve  a  fericus  an- 
fwer.  Could  any  body  be  weak 
enough'  to  imagine,  that  the  re¬ 
turns  of  three  months  (landing 
from  America,  and  received  from 
this  by  Wafhington  three  months 
hence,  could  afford  him  any  infor¬ 
mation  relative  to  the  army  at 
Bofton?  He  has  then  every  day 
under  his  eye.  But  it  is  not 
from  the  enemy,  they  faid,  but 
from  parliament,  that  the  true 
ftate  of  the  troops  is  to  be  with¬ 
held. 

How  can  we  pretend  to  judge  of 
the  propriety  or  fufficiency  of  the 
eftimates  for  future  fervice,  of  the 
number  of  new  forces  which  we 
fhould  vote  for,  without  knowing 
the  ftate  of  thofe  which  we  have 
already  ?  But  faid  they,  was  the 
fair  truth  to  be  laid  before  the 
houfe,  the  demands  of  rainifters 
would  be  found  inconfiftent  with 
the  fadts  they  produced.  This  was 
the  cafe  laft  feffion;  they  kept  back 
all  information,  and  impofed  on 
the  houfe,  in  order  to  get  the  cry 
•f  the  people  before  the  extent  of 
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the  evil  was  known.  The  quefti- 
on  being  then  put,  was  rejected  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  1 70, 
to  63,  who  fupported  the  motion. 

A  motion  was  then  made  from 
the  Admiralty  in  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  that  28,000  feamen, 
including  6,665  marines,  fhould 
be  voted  for  tire  fervice  of  the  en¬ 
duing  year.  This  was  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  general  outline  of  the 
fervices  to  which  the  navy  fhould 
be  applied  ;  particularly,  that  the 
fleet  on  the  North-American  fta- 
tion  fhould  amount  to  feventy- 
eight  fail.  One  of  the  firft  and 
moft  diftinguifhed  of  our  naval 
commanders  oppofed  this  motion, 
as  the  force,  he  faid,  was  much  too 
great  for  a  peace  eftabhfhment,  and 
totally  inadequate  to  a  war.  He 
fhewed,  that  the  number  of  fhips 
defigned  for  the  American  fervice, 
would  demand  fo  great  a  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  complement  of  feamen 
propofed,  that  our  coafts  at  home 
muftbe  left  naked  and  defencelefs, 
in  a  feafon  of  fudi  imminent  peril 
and  danger,  or  that  our  Weft- India 
iftands,  and  all  other  diftant  fer¬ 
vices,  m.uft  be  wholly  abandoned. 
He  alfo  arraigned,  in  the  moft  un¬ 
equivocal  terms,  the  prefent  go¬ 
vernment  and  'conduct  of  our  naval 
affairs,  which  he  reprefented  to  be 
fuch,  as  not  only  merited  much  re- 
prehenfion,  but  an  immediate 
change  of  fyftem,  to  prevent  the 
moft  dangerous  confequences. 

Adminiftration  defended  itfelf 
upon  the  circumftance?  of  the  time 
which  required  a  great  feet  in 
America;  while  the  ftate  of  affairs 
in  Europe  did  not  call  for  the  fame 
exertion  at  home.  The  profeffi- 
ons  of  the  neighbouring  courts 
were  pacific  and  friendly ;  and 
what  was  of  more  weight  than  pro- 
feffions,  their  armaments  were  not 
[f]  4  unufual 
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unufual  or  confidefable.  It  was 
not  fitting  to  alarm  them  by  un- 
neceflary  preparations,  which  would 
juftify  them  in  arming  on  their  fide; 
and  thus,  by  an  injudicious  (hew 
of  apprehenfiqi),  we  might  be 
brought  into  real  danger,  and  cer¬ 
tain  expepce.  That  the  guard* 
flips  were  JlO  many,  fo  well  ap¬ 
pointed,  and  on  a  fiiort  notice 
could  be  fo  weil  manned,  as  to  be 
much  fiiperior  to  what  any  other 
power  could  bring  againd:  us. 
This  would  keep  us  in  a  Tefpeft- 
ahie  fituation,  without  overftrain- 
ing  our  national  refources. 

,  A  few  days  after,  a  gen- 
'  *  tleman  in  oppof^ion  made 

a  motion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  Ma- 
jefiy,  that  the  commifiioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  aft  in  Apierica,  for  the 
purpofes  held  out  in  the  fpecch, 
Ihould  be  authorized  to  receive 
propofals  for  conciliation,  from 
any  general  convention,  congrefs 
or  other  colleftivebody,  that  fhould 
be  found  to  convey  the  lentiments 
of  one  or  more  of  the  continental 
colonies,  fufpending  all  enquiry 
into  the  legal  or  illegal  forms  un¬ 
der  which  fuch  colony  or  colonies 
may  be  difpofed  to  treat;  i(  as  the 
mod  effeftual  means  to  prevent  the 
effufion  of  blood,  and  to  reconcile 
the  honour  and  permanent  filtered: 
of  Great  Britain  with  the  requifi- 
tions  of  his  Majefty’s  American 
fubjefts.” 

The  gentleman  introduced  his 
motion  with  a  fpeech,  in  which  he 
fliewed  from  a  number  of  authori¬ 
ties  both  in  the  ancient  and  modern 
part  of  our  hiftory,  that  it  was 
not  only  cudcmary  with  the  crown 
to  treat  with  conventions  of  the 
people,  which  were  affembled 
without  any  of  the  legal  forms; 

^  \  i  .«  ,  - 


but  that  fuch  aiTemblies,  m  the  name 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  had  fever al  times  difpofed  of 
the  crown  itfelf,  a  right  which  our 
Kings  fully  acknowledged,  by 
mod:  thankfully  receiving  it  at  their 
hands. 

From  thefe  and  various  other 
precedents  he  argued  and  inferred, 
that  it  was  no  diminution  of  dignity 
in  the  crown  or  parliament  to  treat 
with  the  American  conventions, 
under  whatever  forms  or  denomi¬ 
nations  they  were  held.  And  in 
further  fupport  of  his  pofition, 
brought  the  remarkable  inftance  of 
the  molt  powerful  and  arbitrary 
monarch  in  Europe,  Lewis  the 
XIVth,  who  did  not  difdain  to 
enter  into  and  conclude  a  treaty, 
negociated  by  two  Marfhals  of 
France,  with  a  contemptible  hand¬ 
ful  of  rebellious  Cevennois,  and 
their  leader,  the  fon  of  a  baker, 
whofe  name  is  perpetuated  to  po~ 
derity,  by  being  fubferibed  to  the 
fame  indrument  which  bears  the 
fignature  of  the  haughty  Lewis. 

The  motion  was  feconded,  but 
produced  little  or  no  debate.  It 
was  faid,  in  general,  that  peace 
was  much  to  be  wifhed  for;  bu£ 
that  the  entering  into  any  treaty 
with  the  Congrefs,  would  be  an 
acknowledgement  of  its  being  a 
legal  aflembly,  which  mud:,  of 
courfe,  determine  the  whole  quef- 
tion  of  difpute  in  favour  of  Ame¬ 
rica.  For  if  that  meeting  was  le¬ 
gal,  our  whole  conduft  mud  have 
been  a  courfe  of  injuflice.  That 
it  was  more  confonant  with  the  din- 

O 

nity  of  parliament  to  find  Lome 
other  method;  that  by  waiting  a 
little,  fuch  an  opportunity  might 
offer ;  and  that,  at  word,  it  would 
be  time  enough  to  apply  to  this  a 

the 


HISTORY 

the  lad  refort.  The  quedion  be¬ 
ing  put,  it  paifed  in  the  negative 
without  a  divifion. 
gtj  On  the  following  day,  the 

minider  in  the  war  de¬ 
partment,  laid  the  edimates  of  the 
land-fervice  for  the  enfuing  year 
before  the  Committee  of  Supply. 
Thefe  edimates  exceeded  two  mil¬ 
lions,  including  the  daff,  the  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  Englifh  and 
Irifh  edablifhment  in  the  pay  of  the 
latter,  the  pay  of  the  live  Hano¬ 
verian  battalions,  near  1 00,000 L 
levy-money,  and  the  extraordinary 
unprovided  expences  of  the  ord¬ 
nance  in  the  preceding  year,  which, 
notwithdanding  the  limited  fphere 
of  fervice,  amounted  to  223,655  1. 
His  lordfhip  fhewed,  that  the 
whole  force  appointed  for  the  land- 
fervice,  abroad  and  at  home,  would 
amount  to  about  55,000  men,  of 
which  upwards  of  25,000  would 
be  employed  in  America.  He  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  though  this  was 
the  general  arrangement,  he  was 
forry  to  fay  it  was  only  on  paper, 
for  that  fcarcely  any  of  the  corps 
were  completed  to  their  full  com¬ 
plement.  He  laid,  that  no  means 
had  been  untried  to  remedy  this  de¬ 
fect.  That  the  bounty  had  been 
raided,  and  the  dandard  lowered; 
attempts  had  been  made  to  enlid 
Irifh  Roman  Catholics,  and  to  in¬ 
corporate  foreigners  dngly  into  the 
Britifh  regiments ;  but  all  failed 
of  the  expected  effect,  and  the  re¬ 
cruiting  fervice  dill  went  on  very 
flowly.  He  endeavoured  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  popular  obfervation  which 
had  been  fo  often  repeated,  and 
he  knew  would  be  now  renewed, 
that  the  difficulty,  or  rather  im¬ 
practicability  of  procuring  men, 
proceeded  from  the  abhorrence, 
with  which  the  people  in  general 
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regarded  the  prefent  odious  civi^ 
war.  He  mentioned  feveral  caufes 
for  this  llacknefs,  but  reded  chieliy 
on  the  flouridling  date  of  our  ma¬ 
nufactures,  (notwithdanding  the 
predictions  of  oppodtion)  which, 
whild  it  brought  a  temporary  di- 
llrefs  on  the  fervice,  was  a  proof  of 
the  real  ftrength  of  the  kingdom, 
and  its  ability  fully  to  fupport  this 
or  any  war.  , 

He  aifo  threw  out,  without  pre¬ 
tending,  however,  to  any  abfolute 
authority,  that  every  idea  of  taxing 
America,  was  now  entirely  given 
up;  and  that  the  only  remaining 
conhderation,  was  to  fecure  the 
conlfitutional  dependency  of  that 
country.  That  this  could  only  be 
effected  by  fuch  a  conduCt,  as 
diewed  the  mod  determined  refo- 
Jution  of  maintaining  our  conditu- 
tional  rights,  and  that  for  this 
purpofe,  it  was  intended  to  fend 
out  fuch  an  armament,  as  would  be 
diffident  to  enforce  them,  if  Ame¬ 
rica  ffiould  dill  perfid  in  her  difo- 
bedience.  That  this  armament 
would  be  attended  with  commiffi- 
oners,  who  ffiould  be  furniffied  with 
powers  to  accommodate  matters; 
and  that  a  great  military  officer, 
who  dood  high  in  the  edeem  both 
of  his  fovereign  and  the  nation, 
was  intended  to  be  the  fird  com- 
miffioner. 

Some  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
as  well  as  the  opposition  in  gene¬ 
ral,  were  much  diffatisfied  at  not 
being  able  to  obtain  any  informa¬ 
tion  from  the  minider,  relative  to 
his  intended  operations,  whether 
with  refpcCt  to  the  meafure^  for 
bringing  about  an  accommodation, 
or  for  the  profecution  of  the  war. 
The  former  faid,  they  voted  with 
him  for  the  militia  and  the  aug 
mentation  of  the  navy,  in  a  firm 

perfuaiion, 
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perfkafion,  and  underftanding  it  as 
a  matter  of  courfe,  that  before  the 
remaining  fuppiies  were  granted, 
lie  would  have  laid  his  plan  before 
the  houfe.  That  if  they  had  not 
thought  fo,  they  would  not  have 
given  their  fupport  to  meafures, 
which  it  feemed  now  they  were  not 
to  be  acquainted  with.  That  it 
looked  as  if  it  were  meant  that  they 
fhould  vote  the  edimates  firft,  and 
hear  the  reafons  afterwards ;  or  in 
other  words,  that  the  houfe  fhould 
begin  with  a  divifion,  and  end  with 
a  debate.  They  faid,  that  in  look¬ 
ing  for  information,  they  did  not 
mean  a  few  fcraps  of  garbled  and 
mutilated  papers ;  but  that  verbal 
and  official  information,  which  they 
thought  it  the  mi  miters  duty  to  im¬ 
part  to  parliament.  That  it  was 
particularly  neceflary  they  fnould 
receive  information  as  to  the  per- 
fons  who  were  to  be  appointed  as 
Commiflioners  in  America,  and  the 
nature  and  extent  of  their  commif- 
iion,  that  parliament  might  be 
enabled  to  judge,  whether  they 
were  men  lit  to  be  entrufted  with 
fo  important  a  negociation,  and 
whether  the  terms  they  carried  out, 
were  confident  with  the  dignity  of 
Great  Britain  to  offer,  and  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  Americans  to  receive* 

One  of  the  country  gentlemen 
was  fo  earned  in  this  defire  of  in¬ 
formation,  and  fo  picqued  at  find¬ 
ing  no  difpofition  in  the  minider 
to  give  the  fatisfadtion  which  he 
required,  that  he  attempted  to 
break  up  the  committee  without 
its  coining  to  any  refolution,  by 
moving,  c<  that  the  Chairman 
fhould  quit  the  chair, 5 ’  which  was 
feconded  by  another  gentleman  un¬ 
der  the  fame  defcription. 

Though  the  minider  did  not 


think  it  prudent,  or  was  not  pre¬ 
pared  to  give  any  direct  or  explicit 
anfwer,  he,  however,  thought  it 
neceflary  to  do  fomething  to  keep 
that  party  in  temper.  He  faid, 
that  the  commiflion  to  be  fent, 
would  be  in  conformity  to  the  in¬ 
timation  given  from  the  throne  ; 
that  the  gentlemen  need  net  make 
themfelves  uneafy,  under  the  ap- 
prehenfion  that  any  treaty  of  con- 
ceffioh  would  be  agreed  to  without 
the  cofifent  of  parliament ;  but  that 
it  would  be  neceffary  to  know  up¬ 
on  what  grounds  the  Americans 
would  treat,  before  the  powers  dif¬ 
fident  to  ratify  what  the  Commif- 
fioners  might  think  expedient,  were 
derived  from  parliament.  When 
the  terms  that  America  was  wil¬ 
ling  to  fubmit  to.  were  in  a  date 
proper  to  be  laid  before  the  houfe, 
that,  in  his  opinion,  would  be  the 
proper  time  to  take  the  fenfe  of  par¬ 
liament  on  previous  communicati¬ 
ons,  and  leave  it  to  judge  of  the  al¬ 
ternative,  whether  the  offers  of 
America  could  be  accepted  with 
honour,  or  whether  we  ought  to 
reduce  them  to  a  date  of  obedi¬ 
ence,  however  difficult  or  hazard¬ 
ous  the  undertaking. 

In  the  further  profecution  of  the 
fubjed,  the  oppolition  infided,  that 
the  edimates  were  under- rated  in 
fuch  a  -degree,  as  to  afford  no  clue 
whereby  to  form  any  judgment  of 
the  extent  of  the  expences.  That 
the  propofed  force  of  25,000  men, 
was  totally  inadequate  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  abfolute  coercion.  This 
was  fupported  by  the  opinioirofa 
great  general  officer,  who  had  long 
been  in  adminidration,  and  who 
declared  it  in  the  mod  unreferved 
terms ;  the  other  military  gentle¬ 
men  prefent  were  called  upon  to  de¬ 
clare 
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dare  their  diffient,  if  they  thought 
othenvife  ;  but  they  all  continued 
hlent.  The  mixt  fylfem  of  war 
and  conciliation  was  reprelented  as 
highly  improper.  The  meafure 
adopted,  whether  of  peace  or  war, 
fnould  be  clear,  fimple,  and  decid¬ 
ed,  not  involved  in  doubt,  perplex¬ 
ity,  and  darknefs.  If  war  was  re- 
folved,  and  it  was  determined  to 
compel  America  to  fubmiffion,  let 
the  means  of  coercion  be  fuch,  as 
will,  to  a  moral  certainty,  infure 
fuccefs.  The  force  employed  muft 
be  able  to  command  terms,  or  it 
does  nothing.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
peace  is  really  wifhed  for,  and 
terms  of  conciliation  are  to  be  pro¬ 
pofed,  your  proportions  ought  to  be 
fo  clear  as  to  be  obvious  to  every 
common  underftanding,  and  fo 
fimple  as  to  baffle  the  powers  of 
chicanery. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  find, 
that  the  force  propofed,  when  its 
operations  were  directed  to  fpecific 
fervices,  and  fupported  by  a  for¬ 
midable  feet,  would  be  fully  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  purpcfe,  and  fuch  as 
all  America  could  not  withftand  ; 
nor  was  it  probable,  that  they 
would  enter  into  fo  arduous  a  con- 
tefi,  when  terms  were  held  out  to 
them  at  the  very  inllant,  which 
would  fully  preferve  their  rights. 
The  idea  of  fimple  war,  or  fimple 
conceffion,  was  flrongly  contro¬ 
verted.  It  was  faid,  that  a  con- 
quefi:  over  our  own  fubjects,  was 
neither  fought  nor  defired.  That 
it  was  our  intereft,  as  it  was  our 
wifh,  to  reclaim,  not  to  dellroy  or 
enfiave.  That  in  the  prefent  date 
of  things  in  America,  this  defirable 
objeCt  could  only  be  obtained  by 
fuch  an  armament  as  would  com¬ 
mand  refpeCt,  ftrike  an  awe  into 
the  factious,  and  enforce  a  lub- 


mifflon  to  the  conciliatory  terms 
which  we  propofed,  if  coercion  be¬ 
came  abfoiutely  necefiary.  And 
that  either  to  withdraw  the  force 
we  already  had  there,  or  to  leave 
it  expofed  to  the  inlults  and  danger 
of  a  greater  on  the  fide  of  the  re¬ 
bels,  would  not  only  be  in  the 
highell  degree  dilgraceful  to  our- 
felves,  but  would,  in  its  confe- 
quences,  be  equally  ruinous  to  both 
countries. 

A  gentleman  in  office,  but  who 
has  for  feveral  years  been  confi- 
dered  as  poffefimg  much  more  real 
than  oftenfible  power,  departed  to¬ 
tally  from  thefe  temperate  ideas  of 
conduct  which  the  minifler  pro- 
feffed,  and  on  which  he  valued' 
himfelf.  He  was  of  opinion,  that 
all  attempts  of  conciliation  would 
be  fruitless :  obferved,  that  at  any 
rate,  a  number  of  terms  were  to  be 
made,  and  fecurities  given,  before 
conciliation  could  be  obtained. 
That  terms  of  force  were  the  mea- 
fures  chalked  out  by  his  Majefty  in 
the  fpeech ;  attended,  however, 
with  conditions  of  conciliation, 
and  gracious  offers  of  forgiven efs 
and  protection.  On  this  founda¬ 
tion,  the  prefent  vote  on  the  efii- 
mates  was  propofed;  but  if  pre¬ 
mature  explanations  were  defired; 
if  the  gentlemen,  who  had  pledged 
themfelves  to  fupport  thofe  mea- 
fures,  had  altered  their  minds,  or 
had  withdrawn  their  confidence 
from  the  King’s  fervants,  he  law  . 
no  poffible  way  to  remedy  matters 
but  by  a  change  of  admmijfration. 
He,  however,  animadverted  fe- 
verely  on  the  cowardice  of  decli¬ 
ning  the  conteffi,  aimed  in  the 
very  outfet,  after  their  having  gone 
fuch  lengths  in  bringing  matters  to 
that  crilis. 

This  being  confidercd  as  the 

language 
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language  of  authority,  was  alfo  un¬ 
derstood,  both  by  the  country  gen¬ 
tlemen  and  oppofition,  as  fully  tan¬ 
tamount  to  a  declaration  for  war. 
The  latter  did  not  let  it  pafs  with¬ 
out  obfervation  and  Stricture.  They 
laid,  it  was  treating  parliament 
with  every  pofiible  degree  of  dif- 
refpeCt.  Meafures  are  concerted 
in  the  cabinet;  the  King  is  made 
by  the  minifters  to  exprefs  the 
general  intentions  which  they  had 
there  determined  upon ;  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  is  defired  to  fup- 
port  thofe  meafures,  by  voting 
■an  enormous  war  eftablifhment  ; 
and  when  quettions  are  afked,  and 
explanations  are  defired,  even  by 

C  H  A 


the  very  friends  of  adminiftration, 
the  gentlemen  who  call  for  a  plan 
are  very  laconically  referred  to  the 
King’s  fpeech.  The  fpeech  holds 
out  generals,  and  refers  you  to  par¬ 
ticulars  ;  when  thefe  particulars 
are  called  for,  the  fpeech  is  quoted, 
as  the  true  Standard  of  informa¬ 
tion. 

After  long  debates,  the  queftion 
being  put  upon  the  frSt  of  the  refo- 
lutions  in  the  eftimate,  was  carried 
upon  a  divifion  by  the  ufual  ma¬ 
jority,  the  numbers  being  227,  to 
73  who  oppofed  the  refolution. 
The  other  refolutions  were  agreed 
to  of  courfe. 


P.  VI. 


Refutation  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton.  Lord  George  Germaine  appointed  to 
the  American  department ,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth ,  nvho 
receives  the  privy  feed.  Lord  LVey mouth  appointed  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  fouthern  department ,  in  the  room  of  the  Earl  of  Rochfordy  vuh& 
retires.  Other  promotions  and  changes .  Petition  from  the  American 
Congrefs  laid  before  the  Lords.  Duke  of  Richmond' s  motions .  Mr, 
Penn’s  examination.  Motion  relative  to  the  petition.  Great  debates . 
Motion  rejected.  Four  fillings  in  the  pound  land-tax  voted  Debates 
on  the  Militia  Bill.  Amendment  propofed  and  rejected.  Several  moti¬ 
ons  propofed  by  the  Duke  of  Grafton ,  and  rejeded.  Mr.  Burke’s  Con¬ 
ciliatory  Bill .  Great  debates .  Motion  for  bringing  in  the  Bill  reject¬ 
ed.  American  Prohibitory  Bill  brought  into  the  Houfe  of  Commons  by 
the  mini f  er.  Motion  for  an  amendment .  Great  debates.  Motion  fe- 

jeded.  Debates  upon  the  fecond  reading,  and  in  the  committee.  Cari¬ 
ous  motions  made ,  and  amendments  propofed.  The  bill  paffed  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons.  Mr.  Fox’s  motion  for  information  relative  to  the 
fate  of  the  forces  in  North  America  Militia  Bill paffed .  Indemnity 
Bill  paffed .  Motion  for  an  addrefs ,  in  conformity  to  the  infrudions 
from  the  city  of  London  to  its  reprefniatives .  Mr.  Hartley’s  conciliato¬ 
ry  propofitions .  Indemnity  Bill  ref  eded  by  the  Lords.  Great  oppofition 
to  the  Prohibitory  Bill.  Proteft .  Duke  of  Mane  he  ft  er’ s  motion  for  de¬ 
ferring  the  commitment  till  after  the  holy  days.  Marquis  of  Rockingham’s 
motion  for  an  amendment.  Bill  paffed  by  the  Lords. 


IT  was  rot  difficult  to  forefee, 
that  the  late  unexpected  con¬ 
duct  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton  would 


occafion,  at  lead,  one  remove 
among  the  great  offices  of  State. 
It  was,  however,  accompanied  with 

fome 
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fome  which  were  not  publicly- 
thought  of.  Whether  the  unhappy 
Hate  of  American  affairs  had  dif- 
gulled  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  with 
the  office  of  conducting  them,  or 
that  government  imagined  a  more 
auflere  and  inflexible  character, 
with  their  natural  concomitant  a 
determinate  conduCt,  were  necef- 
fary  to  reftore  peace  and  order, 
however  it  was,  that  uobleman 
-vr  ,  now  quitted  the  Ame- 

rican  lecretaryihip, 
and  received  the  privy  leal  which 
had  been  held  by  the  Duke  of 
Grafton. 

The  arduous  talk  of  conducting 
the  American  department  was  re- 
pofed  on  Lord  George  Sackville 
Germaine.  The  principal  attach¬ 
ment  of  that  noble  Lord  had  been 
to  Mr.  Grenville.  After  Mr. 
Grenville’s  death,  indeed,  he  con¬ 
tinued  for  fome  time  firm  on  his 
former  ground ;  and  did  not  join 
in  that  defection  from  the  minority 
which  immediately  followed  that 
event.  But  he  began  at  length  to 
flacken  in  oppofition.  He  fell  in 
with  adminiftration  in  the  proceed¬ 
ings  againft  the  Eafl  India  Com¬ 
pany  in  1773  ;  and  took  a  full  and 
decided  part  in  all  the  coercive 
meafures  which  had  been  pur- 
fued  againft  the  Americans,  during 
the  prefent  troubles.  His  connec¬ 
tions  with  Mr.  Grenville  probably 
made  him  fupport  with  more  zeal 
and  fteadinefs  the  higheft  claims 
of  parliamentary  authority  ;  and  as 
he  was  generally  efteemed  a  man 
of  bufmefs,  and  an  able  debater, 
he  was  fought  for  at  a  time,  when 
the  extraordinary  powers  in  the 
fame  line,  upon  the  other  fide, 
feemed,  notwithft'anding  the  fupe- 
riority  of  numbers,  not  a  little  to 
diftrefs  adminiftration.  It  will 
mot  be  conceived  that  this  appoint¬ 


ment  ftrengthened  the  hope  or  in- 
creafed  the  fatisfaCtion  of  thofe 
who  held  the  opinion,  that  concili¬ 
atory  meafures  could  only  bring  the 
prefent  troubles  to  a  fpeedy  and 
happy  conclufion. 

At  the  fame  time,  the  Earl  of 
Rochford  having  retired  from  pub¬ 
lic  bufinefs,  was  fucceeded  as  Se¬ 
cretary  of  State  for  the  Southern 
department  by  Lord  Weymouth, 
who  had  continued  out  of  employ¬ 
ment  lince  hi3  refignation  on  the 
affair  of  Falkland'  ifland.  And  a 
few  days  after,  Lord  Lyttleton, 
who  had  been  diftinguiffied  at  the 
opening  of  the  feflion  by  the  feve~ 
rity  of  his  fir i Chares  upon  admi¬ 
niftration,  was  called  to  the  Privy 
Council,  and  appointed  chief  jus¬ 
tice  in  Eyre  beyond  Trent.  Lord 
Pelham  was  alfo  appointed  to  the 
great  wardrobe,  and  Lord  Afh- 
burnham,  Keeper  of  the  Stole. 

The  affair  of  the  petition  from 
the  Congrefs,  which  Mr.  Penn 
had  lately  prefented  to  his  Majefty, 
had  frequently  been  brought  up  in 
both  houfes  by  the  oppofition,  both 
as  affording  a  ground  of  concilia¬ 
tion,  and  a  LubjeCb  of  peproach  to 
the  minifters,  for  their  total  ne~ 
gleCu  of  that  and  all  other  applicati¬ 
ons  of  the  fame  nature.  A  copy  of 
the  petition  being,  however,  laid 
before  the  Lords  among  other  pa¬ 
pers  on  the  7th  of  November,  a  no¬ 
ble  duke  in  oppofition  obferved, 
that  he  faw  Mr.  Penn  below  the 
bar,  and  he  moved,  that  he  might 
be  examined,  in  order  to  eftablifh. 
the  authenticity  of  the  petition,  be¬ 
fore  they  entered  into  any  debates 
upon  its  contents,  thereby  to  ob¬ 
viate  the  doubts  which  might  other- 
wife  probably  arife  upon  that  head, 
and  by  the  means  of  interrupting 
their  proceedings. 

As 
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As  the  Lords  in  adminidration 
were  well  aware,  that  the  views  or 
the  noble  mover  and  his  friends, 
went  farther  than  the  authenticity 
of  the  petition,  and  extended  to 
the  laying  before  the  ho ufe  all  the 
information,  with  refpebl  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  they  could  draw  from 
a  perfon  fo  thoroughly  mailer  of 
the  fubjebt  as  Mr.  Penn,  and  not 
being  at  all  difpofed  that  luch  mat¬ 
ters  fhould  now  be  brought  for¬ 
ward,  they  ufed  every  means  to 
prevent  or  defeat  the  examination. 
They  objected  to  the  motion  on 
the  fubjebt  of  order ;  on  its  infor¬ 
mality  ;  on  its  want:  of  precedent ; 
being  contrary  to  their  edablifhed 
mode  of  proceeding  ;  that  the 
-.bringing-  in  of  extraneous  matter 
by  furprize,  arid  breaking  in  upon 
their  moll  ferious  and  important 
deliberations,  by  fuddenly  calling 
their  attention  off  to  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  witnelfes,  and  to  new  fub- 
jebts  of  difcullion,  would  be  def- 
tru dlive  of  that  order  and  gravity 
which  had  always  diftinguiftied  their 
proceedings. 

They  alfo  contended,  that  this 
meafure  would  eltablilh  a  mod  per¬ 
nicious  precedent,  as  it  would  ne- 
ceflarily  follow,  that  every  petition, 
from  whatever  quarter  of  the  globe, 
mull  be  accompanied  by  the  evi¬ 
dence  to  eltablilh.  its  authenticity. 
They  obferved,  that  improper 
quellions  might  be  alked.,  and  fuch 
anfwers  drawn  from  Mr,  Penn,  as 
might  tend  to  prejudice  him  with 
refpecl  to  his  private  fortune  and 
affairs  in  America  ;  that  his  evi¬ 
dence  might  have  the  fame  effebt 
with  refpebl  to  others,  who  were 
aifo  friends  to  government  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  and  who  by  a  public  expo- 
fure  of  their  private  conduit  in  its 
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favour,  would  be  liable  to  perfona? 
danger,  and  ruin  to  their  fortunes. 
They  alfo  infilled,  that  as  the  evi¬ 
dence,  let  it  turn  out  as  it  may, 
would  be  only  ex  parte ,  the  houfe 
could  not  found  any  refolution 
upon  it ;  nor  could  it  be  prefumed, 
that  the  fingle  telfimony  of  an  in¬ 
dividual,  however  refpebtable  the 
character  could  be,  could  at  all  in¬ 
fluence  their  conduit  or  opinion, 
in  quellions  of  fuch  great  national 
and  political  import.  To  prevent, 
however,  every  pretence  for  the 
enquiry,  they  offered  to  admit  the 
authenticity  of  the  petition  without 
any  proof. 

On  the  other  lide,  they  faid, 
that  the  objebtions  as  to  order  were 
fo  trifling,  as  to  be  unworty  of 
their  time  and  attention;  that  the 
propo'fed  examination  was,  how¬ 
ever,  fully  fupportable  upon  that 
ground,  as  weii  as  in  point  of  pre¬ 
cedent.  They  offered  to  tie  them- 
felves  down  as  to  the  quellions  to 
be  put,  and  that  the  Lords,  who 
oppofed  the  meafure,  fhould  objeit 
to  any  which  they  did  not  ap¬ 
prove.  And  they  lamented,  in 
the  mod  pathetic  terms,  the  difpo- 
fition  which  they  faw  in  the 
houfe,  to  fhut  out  every  fpecies  of 
information  relative  to  America, 
to  continue  to  the  lad  in  darknefs, 
and  to  rufh  headlong  themfelves, 
and  plunge  the  nation  along  with 
them,  into  inevitable  ruin  and  de- 
drubtion.  That  this  was  the  more 
fnrprizing,  and  the  more  lament¬ 
able,  as  the  fatal  confequences 
which  had  already  proceeded  from 
a  fimilar  condubt,  were  fo  fenfibly 
felt  at  this  very  indant,  as  to  con- 
vulfe  the  empire  through  all  its 
parts. 

The  motion  being  rejected  upon 

a  diti- 
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a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  56  to 
22,  the  noble  mover,  who  is  dif- 
tinguifhed  for  his  perfeverance, 
made  another.  That  Mr.  Penn 
fhould  be  examined  at  the  bar  on 
next  day.  Though  the  examina¬ 
tion  of  a  witnefs  in  this  form,  un¬ 
connected  with  any  other  matter, 
could  not  be  refufeij,  yet  fo  difa- 
greeable  was  every  enquiry  of  this 
nature,  that  a  further  debate  arofe 
upon  it  ;  but  it  was  at  length  re-  . 
luCtantly  agreed  to,  that  he  fhould 
be  examined  on  the  ioth. 

,  Several  curious  particu- 
10th.  ii-  r, 

iars  relative  to  much  con¬ 
troverted  fubjeCts,  came  out  upon 
the  examination  of  this  gentleman. 
He  was  perfonally  acquainted  with 
almod  all  the  members  of  the 
Congrefs,  had  been  Governor  of 
the  colony,  and  refided  in  the 
city,  in  which  they  alfembled 
and  held  their  deliberations,  and 
had  every  opportunity,  from  of¬ 
fice,  family  connection,  locality  of 
property,  and  an  extenfive  ac¬ 
quaintance,  to  obtain  the  fulled: 
information  of  the  date  of  af¬ 
fairs  in  America,  as  well  as  of  the 
temper  and  difpofition  of  the  people. 

It  was  alfb  evident,  that  his  dif- 
cernment  was  equal  to  the  forming 
a  jud  edimate  of  things  ;  and  there 
could  fcarcely  be  a  fufpicion  of 
partiality,  in  favour  of  any  mealure 
v/hich  could  tend  to  American 
independency,  as  the  great  for- 
tune  of  his  family,  if  not  wholly 
lod,  mud  be  much  impaired  by 
fuch  an  event,  and  their  great 
powers  and  prerogatives  certainly 
lubverted. 

Among  the  remarkable  parts  of 
his  tedimony,  (which  we  mud  re¬ 
coiled,  confided  only  of  anfwers 
to  fuch  fpecific  quedions  as  were 
propofed)  was  an  ubfolute  negative 
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to  the  fuppofition  or  charge,  that 
any  defigns  of  independency  had 
been  formed  by  the  Congrefs.  He 
declared,  that  the  members  corn- 
poling  that  body  had  been  fairly 
eleded  ;  that  they  were  men  of 
character,  capable  of  conveying  the 
fenfe  of  America ;  and  that  they 
had  adually  conveyed  the  fenfe  of 
their  condituents.  That  the  dif¬ 
ferent  provinces  would  be  governed 
by  their  decifions  in  all  events. 
That  the  war  was  levied  and  car¬ 
ried  on  by  the  colonids,  merely  in 
defence  of  what  they  thought  their 
liberties.  That  the  fpirit  of  re- 
fidance  was  general,  and  they  be¬ 
lieved  themfelves  able  to  defend 
their  liberties  againd  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain. 

That  the  colony  of  Penfylvania 
contained  about  60,000  men  able 
to  carry  arms.  That  of  thefe, 
20,000  had  voluntarily  enrolled 
themfelves  to  ferve  without  pay,, 
and  were  armed  and  embodied 
before  the  Governor’s  departure. 
Being  quedioned  as  to  the  nature 
of  that  volunteer  force,  he  faid, 
that  it  included  the  men  of  bed 
fortune  and  character  in  the  pro- 
vince^  and  that  it  was  generally 
compofed  of  men  who  were  pol- 
feffed  of  property,  either  landed 
or  otherwife.  That  an  additional 
body  of  4,500  minute  men  had 
fince  been  railed  in  the  province, 
who  were  to  be  paid  when  called 
cut  on  lervice.  That  they  had 
the  means  and  materials  of  ending 
iron  cannon  in  great  plenty.  That 
they  cad  brafs  cannon  in  Phila¬ 
delphia.  And  that  they  made 
fmall  arms  in  great  abundance  and 
perfection. 

That  the  colonies  had  been  dif- 
fatisfied  with  the  reception  of  their 
former  petitions ;  but  that  they 

had 
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had  founded  great  hopes  upon  the 
fuccefs  of  that  which  he  brought 
over ;  that  it  was  diled  the  Olive 
Branch  ;  and  that  he  had  been  con¬ 
gratulated  by  his  friends  upon  his 
being  the  bearer  of  it.  That  it 
was  greatly  to  be  feared,  that  if 
conciliatory  meafures  were  ryot 
fpeedily  purfued,  they  would  form 
connections  with  foreign  powers  ; 
and  that  if  fuch  connections  were 
once  formed,  it  would  be  found  a 
matter  of  great  difficulty  to  diffolve 
them.  Being  affied,  “  whether 
the  people  of  the  different  provinces 
were  now  in  a  date  of  freedom 
he  faid,  that  they  thought  thorn - 
felves  fo  ;  whether,  a  the  mod 
opulent  inhabitants  would  not  pre¬ 
fer  freedom  under  this  country  to 
what  they  now  enjoy  ?”  he  an- 
fwered,  that  they  would  prefer  it 
to  any  other  date  of  freedom  ;  and 
that  notwithdanding  their  deter¬ 
mination  to  fupport  the  meafures 
of  the  Congrefs,  they  wilhed  for  a 
reconciliation  with  this  country. 
Tie  denied  its  being  an  cbjeCl  of 
the  Congrefs  to  throw  off  the  re¬ 
gulations  of  their  trade  ;  and  ac- 
knowledged,  that  the  mod  think¬ 
ing  men  in  Philadelphia  were  of 
opinion,  that  a  refufal  of  the  pre- 
fent  petition  would  be  a  bar  to  all 
reconcilement. 

The  other  parts  of  the  evidence 
related  to  the  Stamp  ACt,  the  re¬ 
peal,  and  the  declaratory  law. 
This  gentleman  was  in  America 
at  that  period,  and  declared  that 
the  fird  had  occafioned  great  dif- 
content,  uneafinefs,  and  didrefs  ; 
that  the  repeal  had  given  fuch 
abundant  joy  ;  that  its  univerfary 
was  celebrated  as  a  day  of  mirth 
and  fedivity.  That  the  Ameri¬ 
cans  w$re  fatisfied  with  their  con¬ 
dition,  notwithdanding  the  Decla- 
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ratory  Aft;  and  that  if  Greats 
Britain  had  left  things  in  the  date 
they  then  were,  the  Americans 
would  have  remained  content. 
The  quedions  relative  to  the  de¬ 
gree  of  fubordination  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  colonies,  having 
been  multiplied  and  clofely  urged 
by  a  noble  Lord  high  in  office,  the 
witnefs  declared,  that  he  believed 
the  colonies  are  inclined  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  imperial  authority 
of  Great  Britain,  but  not  in  tax¬ 
ation. 

It  was  obferved,  with  fome  fe- 
verity  of  animadverfion,  as  a  lin¬ 
gular  circumbance  in  the  preferit 
fituation  of  affairs,  what  appeared 
upon  this  examination,  that  nei¬ 
ther  the  Secretary  of  State  who  re¬ 
ceived  the  petition,  nor  any  other 
minider  or  perfpn  in  authority, 
had,  fince  the  arrival  of  the  wit¬ 
nefs  in  England,  propcfed  a  dngle 
quedion  to  him,  or  defired  the 
fmalled  information  relative  to  the 
date  of  affairs  in  America,  or  to 
the  difpofition  or  temper  of  the 
people.  This  circumdance  was 
ufed  to  give  countenance  to  the 
charge  fo  often  repeated  by  the 
oppofition,  that  a  fydem  had  been 
chalked  out  for  adminidration, 
which  they  were  obliged  blindly 
to  purfue,  and  to  aft  in  it  merely 
as  machines,  without  being  at  li¬ 
berty  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  jus¬ 
tice,  eligibility,  or  confequence. 

After  the  examination  was  fi- 
nifned,  the  Duke  of  Richmond, 
who  had  been  its  propofer,  made  a 
motion,  That  the  petition  from 
the  Continental  Congrefs  to  the 
King,  was  ground  for  a  conciliati¬ 
on  of  the  unhappy  differences  at  pre- 
fent  fubfiding  between  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  and  America.  The  motion 
was  well  introduced,  and  ably  fup- 
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ported  by  the  noble  mover  and  his 
friends.  They  dated  the  neceffity 
of  an  immediate  reconciliation  in 
every  point  of  view,  whether  with 
refpedt  to  ourfelves,  the  colonies, 
or  our  iituation  in  refpedt  to  foreign 
powers.  That  nothing  but  car¬ 
nage,  defolation,  an  augmentati¬ 
on  of  expence,  with  a  decreafe  of 
revenue,  a  weaknefs  and  debility 
growing  in  proportion  to  the  urgent 
neceffity  which  would,  call  for 
ftrength  and  exertion,  with  all  the 
cruel  and  grievous  calamities  inie- 
parable  from  civil  difeord,  would 
be  the  fruits  obtained  by  a  pertina¬ 
cious  purfuit  of  the  war. 

They  reprefented  the  unfur- 
mountable  difficulties  which  would 
occur,  if  an  abfolute  conqueft  of 
America  was  intended  ;  the  natu¬ 
ral  ftrength  of  that  continent,  com- 
pofed  alternately  of  ftrong  inclo- 
Jures,  thick  forefts,  and  deep 
fwamps,  and  every  where  inter¬ 
fered  with  vaft  rivers.  The  im- 
menfe  difficulty  and  expence,  if 
nQt  utter  impracticability,  of  fup- 
plying  fuch  an  army  as  would,  be 
adequate  to  the  purpofe,  with  fub- 
fiftance  from  England,  and  the  lit¬ 
tle  profpedf,  if  the  obftinacy  or 
perfeverance  of  the  Americans  con¬ 
tinued,  of  providing  it  on  the 
fpot.  The  advantages  which  the 
latter  would  derive  from  their  be¬ 
ing  at  home,  and  from  having 
their  fubfiftenc'e  at  hand  ;  from 
their  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country,  whereby  every  ftrong 
ground,  pafs,  and  defile,  would 
be  to  them  a  fortrels,  and  every 
foreft  afford  a  fecure  retreat.  That 
the  overrunning  of  a  province,  the 
feizing,  plundering,  or  deftroying 
feveral  of  their  towns,  though 
ruinous  to  them,  would  afford  no 
effential  advantage  to  us,  even 
confining  the  conlideration  merely 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


to  the  immediate  object  of  the  war, 
in  the  attainment  of  general  con- 
queft.  Our  dominion  would  ex¬ 
tend  no  farther  than  the  immediate 
operation  of  our  arms,  and  would 
ceafe  with  it.  The  inftant  we 
marched  to  fubdue  another  pro¬ 
vince,  that  which  we  quitted, 
would  become  at  leaf:  as  hoftile  as 
that  which  we  entered. 

To  a  ftrong  piAure  of  difficul¬ 
ties,  dangers,  and  difgrace,  they 
contrafted  the  numberlefs  blefiings 
of  peace,  and  ihewed  the  happy 
opportunity  which  the  petition  af¬ 
forded  of  averting  the  numerous, 
and  fome  of  them  fatal  evils,  which 
had  been  deferibed.  They  faid, 
that  if  this  opportunity  were  now 
loft,  it  could  never  be  regained. 
That  providence  feemed  with  a  pe¬ 
culiar  kindnefs  to  put  it  in  their 
way  to  refeue  their  country  from 
ruin,  without  warring  directly 
with  their  paffions  or  prejudices,  as 
they  might  now  defeend,  without 
difgrace,  or  without  wounding  their 
pride,  from  thofe  high  ftilts  of  au¬ 
thority  and  dignity  on  which  they 
were  unhappily  mounted,  and 
which  rendered  them  blind  to  its 
intereft  and  fecurity. 

They  obferved,  that  as  the  idea 
of  laying  taxes  on  America,  for  the 
purpofe  of  raffing  a  revenue,  had 
been,  in  their  difeourfes  at  leaft, 
repeatedly  given  up  by  the  mini- 
fters,  the  queftion  of  conciliation 
was  much  lefs  complex,  than  when 
that  dodtrine  bad  been  maintained, 
both  in  principle,  and  in  its  moil 
extenfive  confequences.  That  the 
great  object  now  of  difeuffion,  was 
what  Great  Britain  claimed,  and 
what  America  whs  willing  to  ac¬ 
cede  to.  The  great  remaining 
claim  of  the  former,  appears  to  be 
no  more  than  what  it  ever  was,  a- 
general  fupreme  and  controuling 
[G]  ■  powes 
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power  over  the'colonies,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  their  external  government, 
and  the  regulation  of  their  trade 
and  commerce.  That  thefe  rights 
were  edablilhed  and  fecured  by  the 
great  body  of  American  laws  paffed 
before  the  year  1763,  and  by  the 
a<5t  of  navigation.  That  as  the 
Americans  were  ready  and  willing 
to  return  to  their  former  obedi¬ 
ence,  and  to  hand  in  the  fame  fu- 
bordinate  relation  to  the  legi Ha¬ 
rare,  which  they  had  done  previ¬ 
ous  to  the  year  1763,  the  only  re¬ 
maining  object  of  contention,  was 
the  laws  paffed  fmce  that  period. 

In  this  date  of  things,  they  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  petition  offered 
the  faired  ground  of  conciliation. 
They  exprefsly  declare,  that  they 
defire  no  conceffion  derogatory  to 
the  honour  of  the  mother  country. 
The  delegates  of  the  people  of 
A  merica  befeech  his  Majedy  to  re¬ 
call  his  troops  ;  which  could  only 
be  confidered  as  a  prayer  for  a 
fufpenfion  of  arms.'  All  they  de¬ 
lire  as  a  preliminary,  is  the  repeal 
of  fundry  a<ds  ;  by  which  was  to 
be  underdood,  thofe  that  deprived 
them  of  their  fifheries,  trade,  and 
charters.  The  repeal  of  the  laws 
paffed  dnce  1763,  was  not  now 
mentioned,  nor  would  it  at  any 
time  have  been  infided  on.  A  re- 
vifion  of  thofe  laws,  with  a  repeal 
of  the  grievous  and  burdenfome 
parts  of  them,  would  be  right  and 
neceflary  ;  and  would  be  as  con¬ 
fident  both  with  our  intered  and 
judice,  as  it  would  be  conducive 
to  the  fatisfaflion  and  eafe  of  the 
Americans.  They,  like  all  others 
in  fimilar  circumdancesy  carry  their 
claims  much  farther  in  the  heat 
and  litigation  of  conted,  under  the 
immediate  preffure  of  great  griev¬ 
ances,  and  the  apprehenfion  of 
greater,  than  they  would  in  a  cooler 


temper,  and,  happier  fituation. 
Let  us  only  fhew  a  difpofition  to 
concede,  and  to  redrefs  their 
grievances,  and  conceffion  will 
come  fader  from  them  than  the 
warmed  imagination  can  conceive. 
Meet  them  on  the  ground  of  conci¬ 
liation,  which  they  now  propofe, 
and  you  may  afterwards  prefcribe 
your  own  terms. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  faich, 
that  it  was  impoffible  to  recognize 
the  petition  on  which  the  prefect 
motion  wa3  founded,  without  re¬ 
linquishing  in  that  a£t  the  fo- 
vereignty  of  the  Britifh  parliament. 
That  treating  with  an  unlawful 
affiembly,  who  at  the  very  indant 
declared  themfelves  to  be  in  a  date 
of  open  refidance  and  hodility, 
would  be,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poles,  legalizing  their  proceedings, 
and  acknowledging  them  to  con- 
ditutional  reprefentatives  of  an  in¬ 
dependent  fovereign  date.  If  they 
Were  fubjefts,  they  could  not  af- 
femble  or  deliberate,  but  in  z 
mode,  and  for  the  purpofes  pre¬ 
ferred  by  the  conditution.  If  they 
were  not,  it  would  be  in  the  highed 
degree  ridiculous  to  treat  with 
them  in  a  capacity  which  they  de¬ 
claimed. 

It  was  denied,  that  the  ideas  of 
laying  on  duties  in  America,  for 
the  purpole  of  railing  a  revenue, 
were  totally  laid  afide  ;  if  the 
Americans,  like  dutiful  and  affec¬ 
tionate  fubje&s,  had  met  us  in  our 
kind  propolition,  of  levying  an 
equitable  revenue  on  themfelves  in 
fuch  manner  as  they  liked  bed, 
there  would  be  no  occaiion  for 
realizing  fuch  ideas  ;  fome  refpe6t- 
able  perlons,  alfo,  in'  adminidra- 
tion  as  well  as  out,  might  quef- 
tion  the  immediate  practice  in  point 
of  expediency  ;  but  a  thought  of 
relinquifhing  the  right  was  never 

entertained^ 
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entertained.  But  fuppofing,  for  a 
moment,  that  fuch  a  conceflion 
were  made,  it  would  not  furely  be 
inferred,  that  becaufe  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  had  given  up  the  exercife  of 
fupreme  dominion  in  one  particu¬ 
lar  mode,  (lie  had  a lfo  given  it  up 
in  every  other.  The  Americans 
deny  the  right  of  controul,  in  the 
molt  effectual  manner,  for  they  de¬ 
clare  again  ft  the  exercife  of  it,  in 
every  inftance  wherein  it  militates 
with  their  interests,  or  with  their 
traiterous  views  and  rebellious  de- 
lings.  They  refufe  obedience  to 
the  declaratory  law,  the  aft  for 
quartering  loldiers,  the  law  for 
eftablifhing  vice-admiralty  courts, 
and,  in  a  word,  to  every  lawwhich 
they  do  not  like,  and  then  tell  us, 
with  a  molt  confummate  effronte¬ 
ry,  that  they  acknowledge  our  un¬ 
doubted  right  of  legislative  controul, 
but  will  not  permit  us  to  exercife 
that  right. 

It  was  infilled  by  fome  Lords, 
who  were  more  warm  than  the  ge¬ 
nerality,  that  the  petition  was  an 
infiduous  and  traiterous  attempt  to 
impofe  upon  the  King  and  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  that  while  the  authors  held 
out  fmooth  language  and  falfe  pro- 
feffions  for  that  purpofe,  they  were 
at  the  very  inftant,  in  their  appeals 
to  the  people  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  abufing  the  parliament, 
denying  its  authority,  and  endea¬ 
vouring  to  involve  the  whole  em¬ 
pire  in  rebellion  and  bloodfhed,  by 
inviting  their  fellow  fubjefts  in 
thefe  kingdoms,  to  make  one  com¬ 
mon  caufe  with  them  in  opposition 
to  law  and  government.  That  no 
alternative  remained  with  thefe 
word  of  rebels,  who  not  content 
with  the  enjoyment  of  their  own 
crimes  wanted  to  render  them'ge- 
seral,  but  the  mod  fpeedy  and  ef¬ 


fectual  mealures  for  their  fubjuga- 
tion  and  punifhment.  Thefe  aifo, 
v,  hich  were  only  few,  endeavoured 
to  ledbn  the  weight  of  the  evidence 

— ■  o 

which  had  been  now  laid  before 
them,  by  charging  it  with  partiality 
and  prejudice. 

The  quedion  being  at  length 
put,  between  ten  and  eleven  o’clock 
at  night,  after  very  confiderable 
debates,  the  motion  was  rejected 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
86,  including  2 6  proxies,  to  33  ; 
including  6  proxies, 

About  the  fame  time,  the 
minider  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  after  Shewing,  in  the 
Committee  of  Supply,  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  reducing  America  to  obe¬ 
dience,  and  remarking  on  the 
great  expence  that  mud  necedarily 
attend  "that  meafure,  took  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  convincing  the  landed  gen¬ 
tlemen,  of  the  propriety  and  expe¬ 
diency  of  applying  to  them  for  their 
fupport  upon  fo  great  and  impor¬ 
tant  a  national  occafion,  at  a  time, 
he  acknowledged,  when  the  other 
refources  of  the  date  were  incom¬ 
petent  to  the  purpofe.  He  accord¬ 
ingly  moved  that  the  land-  tax  for 
the  year  1776,  be  four  {hillings 
in  the  pound. 

This  motion  occadoned  a  varie¬ 
ty  of  debates  and  converfations. 
Some  of  the  oppofition  congratu¬ 
lated  the  country  gentlemen  upon 
the  four  {hillings,  as  the  happy 
and  enviable  frd  fruits  of  their 
darling  coercive  American  mea- 
fures  ;  whild  they,  at  the  fame 
time,  endeavoured  to  fhew  by  cal¬ 
culations  on  the  date  of  the  funds 
and  expenditure,  that  it  would  be 
a  perpetual  mortgage  on  their 
edates,  which  no  change  of  cir- 
cumdance,  or  even  favourable  turn 
of  fortune,  could  ever  wear  off ; 
[G]  a  for 
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for  that,  let  affairs  now  be  ever  fo 
fpeedily  accommodated,  nothing 
lefs  than  a  land  tax  at  that  rate 
would  be  fufficient  for  our  future 
peace  eftablifhment. 

The  principal  leaders  of  oppofi- 
tion  did  not  interfere  much  upon 
this  occafion.  Some  gentlemen 
faid,  that  as  the  fervices  were  voted, 
the  army  and  navy  mull  not  be 
ftarved,  and  as  the  fupplies  muff: 
be  raifed  in  fome  manner,  they 
would  vote  for  this  tax,  as  lefs  pre¬ 
judicial  than  any  other  that  could 
be  thought  of.  One  of  them,  how¬ 
ever,  could  not  forbear  comment¬ 
ing  on  this  method  of  voting  mo¬ 
ney,  for  fervices  not  known  to  the 
houfe,  or  on  which,  at  lead,  they 
had  no  fubftantial  controul,  as  it 
furnifhed  minifters  with  opportu¬ 
nities  of  applying  it  to  purpofes 
which  were  in  the  laft  degree 
ruinous  and  fatal  to  the  confti- 
tution. 

Some  of  the  country  gentlemen 
were  out  of  forts  about  the  In¬ 
demnity  Bill,  an  object  which  they 
feemed  to  confider,  as  the  only 
one  relative  to  the  conftitution  that 
demanded  attention.  This  bill 
had  lain  dormant  fince  the  firft 
reading,  without  any  notice  what¬ 
ever  being  taken  of  it,  and  they 
confidered  it  fo  ferioufly,  as  partly 
to  make  its  being  brought  forward, 
a  condition  of  their  agreeing  to  the 
land-tax.-  Several  others  of  them 
were,  however,  much  diffatisfied, 
upon  a  fubjeCt  of  more  fubftantial, 
if  not  canftitiitional  import.  Many 
gentlemen  had  fupported  govern¬ 
ment  in  all  the  coercive  meafures 
which  it  had  purfued  again  ft  Ame¬ 
rica,  with  a  view,  and  in  a  firm 
hope  and  perfuafion,  that  the  great 
revenue  to  be  drawn  from  that  part 
of  the  world,  would  in  a  propor- 
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tional  degree  have  lefiened  their 
own  burthens.  Upon  this  princi¬ 
ple,  they  would  have  advanced 
money,  as  in  a  law-fuit,  while  the 
objeCt  in  view  was  capable  of  re¬ 
paying  them  with  great  intereft, 
befides  an  advantageous  and  ample 
corn  pen  fation  for  the  rifque  ;  but 
they  were  not  yet  keen  enough,  as 
litigators  too  frequently  are,  to  pur- 
fue  the  conteft  to  ruin,  ( when  they 
found  the  object  unproductive) 
merely  for  the  fake  of  the  iport 
which  it  afforded.  They  accord¬ 
ingly  finding,  by  the  language 
held  fince  the  opening  of  the  fef- 
fion  by  the  minifters,  that  the  idea 
of  taxation  was  generally  given 
up,  either  as  inexpedient,,  or  as  to¬ 
tally  impracticable,  now  declared, 
that  if  the  original  objeCt  of  dis¬ 
pute  was  abandoned,  they  could  not 
think  of  expending  any  more  mo¬ 
ney  in  a  conteft,  which,  befides 
being  unproductive  of  benefit,  was 
attended  with  evils  that  could  only 
be  palliated  upon  that  principle  % 
and  that  therefore  they  would  op- 
pofe  the  noble  Lord’s  motion  for 
an  increafe  of  the  land-tax. 

The  minifter  thought  it  expedi¬ 
ent  to  fatisfy  both  parties,  of  thefe, 
fometimes  troublefome,  but  always 
ufeful,  friends.  This  was  eafily 
done  with  the  firft,  by  informing 
them,  that  their  favourite  bill  was 
in  perfect  fafety  and  good  conditi¬ 
on,  and  would  be  immediately 
brought  forward.  As  to  the  fe- 
cond,  he  allured  them,  '  that  the 
idea  of  taxation,  and  of  levying  a 
productive  revenue  from  America, 
was  never  abandoned ;  and  that 
when  any  thing  of  that  fort  drop¬ 
ped  from  the  minifters,  they  in¬ 
tended  no  more,  than  that  it  was 
abandoned  for  the  prefent ;  that  is, 
that  the  difpute  at  prefent  was  of  a 

much 
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■much  higher  nature  than  it  had 
been  originally,  and  that  taxation 
was  but  a  matter  of  fecondary  con- 
{ideration,  when  the  fuprcmacy 
and  legidative  authority  of  this 
country  was  at  {fake.  That  he 
-would  have  them  therefore  per¬ 
fectly  underlfand,  that  whatever 
general  terms  the  minilfers  might 
at  any  time  make  ufe  of,  taxation 
neither  is,  nor  ever  was,  out  of 
their  view.  As  a  further  proof  of 
his  hncerity  upon  this  fubjeCt  he 
declared,  that  there  Was  no  means 
by  which  the  legidative  authority 
and  commercial  controul  of  this 
country  over  the  colonies  could  be 
infured,  but  by  combining  them 
with  taxation. 

This  explanation  gave  full  con¬ 
tent,  and  after  a  mixed  debate, 
which  laded  till  ten  o’clock,  the 
quedion  being  put  upon  an  amend¬ 
ment  which  had  been  early  moved. 
That  the  land-tax  (hould  be  three 
{hillings  infiead  of  four,  it  paffed 
in  the  negative  upon  adivifion,  by 
a  majority  of  182  to  47  ;  the  origi¬ 
nal  motion  then  paffed  of  courfe. 

,  In  two  days  after,  the 
*  houfe  being  in  a  commit¬ 
tee  upon  the  Militia  Bill,  a  moti¬ 
on  was  made  for  an  amendment,  by 
inferting  words  to  the  following 
purpofe  in  tha  preamble)  That  the 
laid  power  of  adembling  and  em¬ 
bodying  the  militia,  fhali  not  ex¬ 
tend  beyond  the  continuance  of  the 
prefent  rebellion.  This  motion 
brought  on  fome  warm  and  conf- 
derable  debates.  The  oppofition 
faid,  that  if  the  miniders  oppofed 
this  motion,  it  would  convince 
them  beyond  a  doubt,  that  the 
fufpi cions  they  had  formed  with  re- 
fpeCt  to  this  Bill  were  too  well 
founded,  which  were,  that  it  w  as 
brought  in  merely  as  a  colourable 


pretext  to  arm  the  crown  with  a 
power  hitherto  unknown  to  the  con- 
ditution. 

They  argued,  that  the  bill,  from 
the  very  frame  of  it,  was  taken  up 
on  a  temporary  idea,  and  direded 
to  temporary  purpofes,  which 
would  ceafe  to  be  objects  of  policy^ 
the  indant  that  the  civil  war  was 
terminated.  That  the  avowed  ob¬ 
ject  and  principle  of  die  bill,  was 
to  afford  a  greater  fcope  to  our  mi¬ 
litary  operations  in  America,  by 
making  fuch  a  provifion  for  inter¬ 
nal  defence  and  fecurity,  as  might 
enable  us  to  employ  the  danding 
regular  forces  upon  that  fervlce. 
That  however  neceifary  it  might 
be  in  cafes  of  real  and  great  emer¬ 
gency,  to  arm  the  crown,  pro  tem¬ 
pore,  with  extraordinary  powers 
for  certain  purpofes  of  fafety,  it 
was  always,  not  only  in  the  fpirit, 
but  practice  of  cur  government,  to 
recall  thofe  powers,  as  foon  as  the 
purpofes  were  anfwered,  or  the 
motives  ceafed,  for  which  they 
were  granted.  And  diat  it  could 
■not  be  pretended,  that  any  fair  or 
conditutional  motive  would  remain 
after  the  concluflon  of  the  prefent 
troubles,  for  continuing  this  power 
in  the  crown,  as  it  was  already  ena¬ 
bled  by  the  old  law,  to  call  out  the 
militia  in  all  other  cafes  of  real 
emergency.  And  they  infded, 
that  the  very  point  meant  to  be 
covertly  carried  by  this  bill,  was 
what  no  king  of  England,  even  the 
mod  defpotic,  had  ever  been  able 
to  gain  ;  diat  it  was  a  power  at  all 
times  retained,  and  till  now,  mod 
jealoufly  watched  and  guarded  by 
the  people  ;  and  that,  on  this  was 
grounded  the  leading  conted  be¬ 
tween  Charles  the  Bird  and  his  par¬ 
liament,  long  before  that  affembly 
had  been  charged  with  any  factious 
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•views,  or  had  entertained  any  idea 
of  the  troubles  which  afterwards 
took  place. 

On  the  other  fide,  great  enco¬ 
miums  were  made  on  the  popular 
and  conftitutional  defence  of  a 
militia,  and  much  wonder  exprefT- 
ed,  that  a  meafure  which  tended 
fo  particularly  to  the  fecurity  of  the 
people,  and  the  rendering  Hand¬ 
ing  armies  unnecelfary,  fliould  be 
oppofed  by  thofe,  who  pretended 
a  more  than  ordinary  zeal  in  the 
care  and  protection  of  their  liber¬ 
ties.  That  they  apprehended  dan¬ 
gers  which  it  was  fuppofed  would 
ariie  from  the  powers  granted  by 
the  bill,  and  upon  which  luch 
powers  of  colouring  had  been  be¬ 
llowed  to  render  them  frightful 
and  hideous,  were  purely  vihonary, 
and  mere  creatures  of  the  imagi- 
•nation.  That  no  ill  ufe  could  be 
made  of  the  power,  without  the 
concurrence  of  the  people  thcm- 
felves  ;  for  though  the  Prince  might 
ah  enable  the  militia,  they  mu  ft  be 
paid  by  parliament.  That  prefum¬ 
ing  parliament  fhould  become  a 
party  in  betraying  its  own  rights 
and  thofe  of  the  people,  was  fup- 
pofin.g  a  cafe  which  could  not  exifl, 
or  if  it  did,  which  no  human  pru¬ 
dence  or  foreftght,  could  poffibly 
guard  again!! ;  for  fuch  a  confpi- 
racy  of  the  executive  and  legislative 
powers  of  the  ftate,  fuppofed  not 
■an  abufe,  but  an  actual  fubverfion 
and  diflolution  of  government, 
That  all  reafoning  on  ftxch  an  hy- 
pothelis  was  abfurd  ;  who  could 
•the  people  truft,  if  they  could  not 
trult  themfelves  ?  if  they  were  f'eiz- 
ed  with  fuch  a  madnefs  as  to  make 
a  furrender  of  their  rights  and  li¬ 
berties,  no  power  under  heaven 
could  prevent  them. 

This  anfwer  feems  perfectly  fa- 
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tisfactory  with  regard  to  the  gene¬ 
ral  power  of  the  crown  over  the 
militia  ;  but  it  does  not  appear  of 
equal  force  to  remove  the  main  ob¬ 
jection,  and  which  {truck  direttly 
at  the  principle  of  the  bill,  viz. 
the  rendering  a  law  perpetual, 
which  was  framed  only  for  an  im¬ 
mediate  and  temporary  purpofe, 
without  any  apparent  motive,  or 
fufticient  caufe  for  fo  doing.  This 
was  by  no  means  fatisfattorily  an- 
fwered,  it  being  only  evafively 
faid,  that  if  the  law  was  a  good 
one,  it  fhould  always  ftand,  and  if 
otherwife,  fhould  not  pafs  at  all. 
This  would  prove  too  much  ;  as 
it  would  be  a  reafon  again!!  all 
temporary  bills. 

The  queftion  being  put  on  the 
amendment,  it  was  rejetted  on  a 
divifion  in  the  committee,  by  a 
majority  of  140  to  55.  Another 
amendment  was  then  propofed, 
u  That  the  militia  fliould  not  be  call¬ 
ed  out  of  their  refpettive  counties, 
unlefs  in  cafe  of  attual  invafion.’? 
This  likewife  pafled  in  the  nega¬ 
tive.  A  claufe  was  then  propofed, 
to  impower  his  Majefty  to  aftemble 
the  parliament  in  fourteen  days, 
whenever  the  prefent  att,  in  the 
event  of  a  war  or  rebellion  in  any 
part  of  the  dominions  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  crown,  fhould  be  called  into 
operation.  This  claufe  was  agreed 
to  without  a  divifion. 

Several  motions  were  w  . 
made  on  the  fame  day  by  the  1* 
Duke  of  Grafton,  which  pro¬ 
duced  confiderable  debates  in  the 
other  houfe.  The  firft  of  thefe 
was  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  an 
account  of  the  number  of  forces 
ferving  in  America,  previous  to 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities, 
with  their  feveral  ftations  and  di- 
ftributionsj  in  order  to  lay  a 

ground- 
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ground-work  for  fuch  advice  as 
that  houfe,  impelled  by  a  fenfe  of 
duty,  might  think  fit  to  fubmit  to 
his-  Majedy’s  conhderation.  The 
fecond,  for  a  date  of  the  army  now 
in  America,  according  to  the  bated 
returns.  The  third,  for  laying 
before  them  the  plans  that  had 
been  adopted  for  providing  winter 
quarters  for  thofe  troops ;  with 
an  account  of  the  number  of  forces 
in  the  provincial  army,  according 
to  the  bed  edimate  that  could  be 
obtained.  The  fourth,  that  an 
edimate  of  the  forces  now  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland  fhould  be  laid 
before  them.  And  the  fifth,  that 
an  edimate  of  the  military  force 
necedary  to  be  fent  againft  Ameri¬ 
ca,  with  an  account  of  the  number 
of  artillery,  fhould  alfo  be  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe. 

In  fupport  of  diefe  motions,  the 
fame  ground  was  taken,  which  had 
been  repeatedly  trodden  in  both 
houfes  fince  the  opening  of  the  fef- 
don,  upon  the  fame  fubjedt.  Some 
new  obfervations  were  however 
added.  It  was  faid,  that  they  had 
heard  oblique  cenfures  thrown  out 
upon  the  commanders  both  by  fea 
and  land.  What  were  they  to  do, 
amidd  fuch  a  chaos  of  charges,  de¬ 
nials,  blunders,  midakes,  imputed 
negligence,  and  incapacity?  Were 
they  dill  to  wander  in  darknefs  and 
uncertainty  ;  to  grope  their  way 
without  a  ray  of  light,  or  the 
fmalled  information  for  their  di- 
reddion  ?  They  profeffed,  that 
they  did  not  want  cabinent,  but 
parliamentary  information  ;  they 
did  not  want  to  know  the  detail, 
nor  the  different  means  intended  to 
give  their  meafures  fuccefs  ;  they 
do  not  defire  to  fee  edimates,  with 
any  view  of  comparing  them  with 
the  returns  ;  nor  do  they  mean  to 


enter  into  any  enquiry,  with  an 
intention  of  having  the  wrong  in¬ 
formation,  by  which  miniders  have 
confed'ed  themfelves  deceived  and 
mided,  traced  to  its  fource.  They 
only  wanted  to  know  that  general 
date  of  things,  and  thofe  fafts, 
which  by  warning  them  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  they  had  to  encounter, 
would  point  out  the  bed  means  of 
obviating  or  furmounting  them  ; 
and  that  this  could  not  be  fo  well 
effected  in  any  other  manner,  as 
by  learning  a  true  date  of  the  force 
preparing  againd  us,  and  compar¬ 
ing  it  with  our  own  abilities  and 
immediate  refources.  That  there 
were  precedents  in  favour  of  fuch 
motions  ;  and  the  enemy  was  fo  fi~ 
tuated  as  to  come  readily  at  the 
account  of  what  was  fo  anxioufly 
concealed  from  parliament. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  enquiries 
propofed,  with  thofe  which  they 
were  fuppofed  to  lead  to,  were  faid 
to  be  unprecedented,  highly  im¬ 
proper  and  dangerous.  That  it 
was  contrary  to  every  rule  of  office, 
as  well  as  every  maxim  of  war  and 
common  fenfe,  to  furnifh  our  ene¬ 
mies  with  fuch  intelligence,  as 
might  be  the  means  of  either  avail- 
ing  themfelves  of  our  weaknefs,  or 
redding  our  power.  That  the  re¬ 
bel  leaders  themfelves  could  not. 
wifh  for  any  thing  more  in  their 
favour,  than  a  difclofure  of  the 
plans  of  our  military  operations, 
and  an  exadl  date  of  our  drength 
or  weaknefs.  That  fecrecy,  whe¬ 
ther  with  refpeft  to  deliberation  or 
aftion,  was  the  effence  and  life  of 
war,  upon  which  its  fucccfs  mud 
for  ever  in  a  great  degree  depend. 
It  was  afferted,  that  the  meafures 
determined  here,  \Vere  much  foon- 
er  known  in  the  rebel  camp,  than 
in  the  King’s  army.  And  it  was  iri- 
[G]  4  filled. 
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lifted,  that  the  precedent  to  be  ef-  fame  part  of  the  country,  and  t<3 
tablithed  by  a  compliance  with  thefe  prevent,  as  the  petitioners  fay,  the 
motions,  of  tne  legislative  forcing  dreadful  effects  which  might  ante, 


itfelf,  and  breaking  in  upon  the  ex¬ 
ecutive  power,  would  be  more  dan- 
gerous  even  than  the  other  confe- 
quences,  as  it  muft  of  courfe,  if 
brought  into  practice,  totally  ob¬ 
struct  the  meafures  of  government, 
and  render  it  impracticable  to  con- 
duditiie  public  affairs. 

The  debate,  asufual,  wandered 
from  the  main  fu'ojeCt,  and  took  in 
feveral  branches  of  the  American 


from  ffmilar  imfreprelentations  be¬ 
ing  conveyed  to  parliament.  But 
what  brought  it  directly  home  to 
Mr.  BurKe’s  object  of  conciliation, 
was  the  earned  manner  in  which 
they  deprecated  the  horrors  of  a 
civd  war,  and  conjured  the  houfe, 
by  every  thing  folemn,  facred,  or 
dear,  to  adopt  fuch  lenient  mea¬ 
fures,  as  might  reftore  that  affec¬ 
tionate  intercom  fe  between  this 


bufmefs.  Much  warmth  appeared,  country  and  the  colonies,  which, 
and  fome  fevere  perlonal  ammadver-  they  laid,  could  alone  prevent  thefe 


calamities  that  they  moff  patheti¬ 
cally  lamented  or  defenbed.  Tie 
therefore  wifhed  (after  obferving 
that  the  manufacturing  part  of  the 
petitioners  were  all  men  who  car¬ 
ried  on  bufmefs  as  principals  upon 
their  own  account,  and  that,  he 
was  authorized  to  fay,  were  pof- 
feffed  of  more  than  half  a  million 
of  Englifh  property, )  that  the 
prayer  of  the  petition  Should  be 
confidered  as  an  exordium  to  the 


to 


Son  took  place,  upon  different  oc 
cations  which  occurred  in  the  courfe 
of  the  debates.  The  queflion  be¬ 
ing  at  length  put  upon  each  of  the 
^notions  Separately,  that  only,  for 
an  eftimate  of  the  forces  now  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  was 
agreed  to.  The  reft  were  rejected 
without  a  divifion. 

The  oppofition  were  not  fo  de¬ 
jected  by  their  multiplied  defeats 
in  both  houfes  of  parliament,  as  to 

abandon  all  hopes  of  a  reconciliati-  bufmefs  which  he  was  going 
on  ;  they  daily  endeavoured  to  Shew  propofe. 
it  neceffary  in  ,  the  attempt,  and  The  motion  was,  “  That  leave 
practicable  in  the  execution.  be  given  to  bring  in  a  bill  for 

16th  On  the  day  Succeeding  the  compofng  the  prefent  troubles, 
Duke  of  Grafton’s  moti-  and  for  quieting  the  minds  of  his 
ons,  Mr.'  Burke,  notwithstanding  Majefty’s  Subjects  in  America.’’ 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  conciliatory  Its  objeCt  was  to  procure  concilia- 
propofitions  in  the  preceding  year,  tion  and  peace  by  conceffion  ;  and 
brought  in  a  bill  to  anfwer  the  fame  that  great  charter  from  the  crown 
purpofes  in  the  prefent.  to  the  people,  paffed  in  the  35th 

The  bufmefs  was  introduced  by  year  of  Edward  the  Firft,  and 
a  petition  upon  the  prefent  Ameri-  known  by  the  name  of  Statutum 
can  differences,  from  the  confides  de  tallagio  non  concedendo ,  was  its 
able  cloathing  towns  and  neigh-  avowed  model, 
bourhood  of  Weftburyj  Warmin-  The  ’  framer  introduced  his  bill 
fter,  and  Trowbridge,  in  the  coun-  with  a  Speech,  which  he  Support  - 


ty  of  Wilts.  This  petition  was  in¬ 
tended  to  counteract  a  late  addrefs 
which  had  been  procured  in  the 


ed  for  upwards  of  three  hours  with 
great  ability,  and  which  Seemed  to 
vie  with  the  magnitude  of  the  fub- 

jea, 
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jejft,  in  the  amazing  compafs  of 
Irifh  and  American  matter  which 
it  included.  He  complained  of  the 
difficulties  under  which  •  moderate 
men,  who  advifed  lenient  and 
healing  meafures,  lay,  in  times  of 
civil  commotion ;  that  their  mo¬ 
deration  was  imputed  to  a  want  of 
zeal,  and  their  fears  for  the  pub¬ 
lic  fafety  to  a  want  of  fpirit ;  but 
that  on  the  prefent  unhappy  occafi- 
on  ;  thefe  were  increafed  in  an 
unufual  degree,  as  every  thing  that 
was  propoled  on  the  fide  of  lenity, 
was  unfairly  conftrued,  and  in- 
duftrioufly  reprefented,  as  intend¬ 
ed  to  give  a  countenance  to  rebel¬ 
lion  ;  and  that  fuch  arts  had  been 
pradtifed,  and  menaces  thrown 
out,  as  would,  if  they  had  not 
been  oppofed  with  a  great  fhare  of 
firmnefs  by  the  friends  to  the  peace 
of  their  country,  have  put  an  end 
to  all  freedom  of  debate,  and  in¬ 
deed  to  all  public  deliberation 
whatever. 

He  obferved,  that  there  were 
three  plans  afloat  for  putting  an 
epd  to  the  prefent  troubles.  The 
firft,  fimple  war,  in  order  to  a  per¬ 
fect  conqueft.  The  fecond,  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  war  and  treaty.  And  the 
third,  peace  grounded  on  concef- 
fion.  In  the  inveftigation  of  thefe 
he  obferved,  that  the  firft  branch¬ 
ed  into  two  parts  ;  the  one  diredt 
by  conqueft,  the  other  indirect  by 
diftrefs.  He  then  examined  the 
means  which  had  been  laid  before 
them,  for  carrying  on  the  enfuing 
campaign  upon  the  former  princi¬ 
ple,  and  found  many  reafons  to 
fhew  that  they  were  infufficient  for 
the  purpofe.  As  for  the  predato¬ 
ry,  or  war  by  diftrefs,  he  placed 
its  nature  and  confequences  in  va¬ 
rious  points  of  view,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  fatisfy  his  hearers,  that 
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it  was  calculated  to  produce  the 
higheft  degree  of  irritation  and  ani- 
mofity,  but  never  had,  nor  never 
could,  induce  any  one  people  to 
become  fubje&s  to  the  government 
of  another.  That  it  was  a  kind  of 
war  adapted  to  diftrefs  an  inde¬ 
pendent  people ;  but  not  to  coerce 
difobedient  fubjedts. 

He  concluded  the  fubjeeft  of  con¬ 
queft  by  obferving,  that  as  there 
appeared  no  probability  of  fuccefs 
in  the  detail  of  any  of  the  arrange¬ 
ments  that  were  propofed,  neither 
was  there  any  authority  to  give 
them  a  fandtion  ;  not  one  military 
or  naval  officer  having  given  an 
opinion  in  their  favour,  and  fever al 
of  the  firft,  in  both  departments, 
having  decided  diredtly  againffc 
them.  Thus,  as  no  man  of  mili¬ 
tary  experience  would  vouch  for 
the  fufficiency  of  the  force,  neither 
would  any  one  in  the  commiffierate 
anfwer  for  its  fubfiftence  from  the 
moment  that  is  left  the  fea  coaft  ; 
fo  that  its  fubfiftence  and  its  opera¬ 
tion  were  confefiedly  incompati¬ 
ble. 

He  next  examined  the  mixed 
fyftem  of  war  and  treaty,  and  ex- 
pofed,  with  his  ufual  acutenefs  and 
difquifition,  its  numberlefs  defedts, 
ruinous  procraftination,  and.  final 
inconclufivenefs.  He  ridiculed  the 
abfurdity  of  fending  out  pardons  to 
people  who  neither  applied  for, 
nor  would  accept  of  them ;  as  if 
nothing  but  an  amnefty  were  want¬ 
ing  to  reftore  peace  in  America ; 
and  as  if  the  great  objedts  of  dif- 
pute  were  totally  loft  and  forgotten. 
He  alfo  condemned  in  the  ftronneft 

O 

terms  the  arbitrary  powers  which 
were  to  be  veiled  in  the  commiffion- 
ers,  of  granting  general  or  parti¬ 
cular  pardons,  in  fuch  manner, 
and  to  fuch  perfons  only,  as  they 

fhould 
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fhould  think  proper  ;  without  any 
effablifhed  line  for  the  government 
of  their  condtnff  on  the  one  hde, 
or  known  meafure  of  obedience  for 
the  attainment  of  fecurity  on  the 
other. 

Having  endeavoured  to  eftablifh 
the  inefficacy  and  ruinous  confe- 
quences  of  both  thefe  fyffems,  he 
proceeded  to  an  explanation  of  his 
own,  founded  upon  the  idea  of 
cdncefjion  previous  to  treaty .  He 
ftated  the  neceffity  of  conceffion; 
that  its  neceility  being  admitted,  it 
fhould  be  immediately  adopted, 
and  appear  a  mere  aft  of  their  own 
free  grace.  That  this  meafure,  be- 
fides  preventing  the  deirruftive  con- 
fequences  attending  the  protraction 
incident  to  negociatiorf,  would  faf- 
tain  their  own  dignity  much  better, 
and  have  infinitely  more  efficacy 
in  conciliating  the  colonies,  than 
any  conceffion  upon  treaty.  That 
the  firffi  ground  of  treaty  muft  be 
confidence.  That  all '  confidence 
in  government,  on  the  fide  of  the 
Americans,  had  been  deftroyed 
through  the  meafures  purfued  for 
the  laft  ten  years.  That  this  con¬ 
fidence  could  only  be  reftored  by 
the  interposition  of  parliament;  by 
it's  coming  in  as  an  aid  and  fecu¬ 
rity  for  government,  and  laying 
out  fome  firm  ground  as  a  founda¬ 
tion  for  conclufive  and  final  peace. 

He  obferved,  that  as  taxation 
had  been  the  origin  of  the  prefent 
differences,  an  arrangement  of 
that  queftion,  either  by  enforce¬ 
ment  or  conceffion,  was  a  prelimi¬ 
nary  indifpenfably  effential  to 
peace.  He  entered  largely  into 
that  fubject ;  considered  it  under 
both  heads,  and  fin’d,  that  the  im- 
pracficability  of  the  former  was 
now  acknowledged  by  the  miniffers 
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themfelves.  He  obferved,  that  par¬ 
liament  was  not  the  reprefentative, 
but  the  fovereign  of  America. 
That  fovereignty  was  not  in  its 
nature  an  idea  of  abflradt  unity; 
but  was  capable  of  great  complexi¬ 
ty  and  infinite  modifications,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  temper  of  thofe  who 
are  to  be  governed,  and  to  the  cir- 
cumft ances  of  things ;  which  being 
infinitely  diverfified,  government 
ought  to  be  adapted  to  them,  and 
to  conform  itfelf  to  their  nature, 
inftead  of  vainly  endeavouring  to 
force  that  to  a  contrary  biafs. 
That  though  taxation  was  inherent 
in  the  fupreme  power  of  fociety, 
taken  as  an  aggregate,  it  did  not 
follow  that  it  muff  refide  in  any 
particular  power  in  that  fociety. 
Thus,  in  the  fociety  of  England, 
the  King  is  the  fovereign ;  but  the 
power  of  the  purfe  is  not  in  his 
hands ;  yet  this  does  not  derogate 
from  his  authority  in  thofe  things, 
in  which  the  conftitution  has  attri¬ 
buted  power  to  him. 

Having  preffed  the  neceffity  of 
giving  up  the  point  of  taxation  to 
the  utmoft,  he,  however,  expreff- 
ed  his  regret,  at  our  being  obliged 
to  furrender  any  (even  that  moff 
odious  and  fcarcely  ever  to  be  ex- 
ercifed)  part  of  legiffative  autho¬ 
rity:  but  this,  he  faid,  was  the 
natural  and  inevitable  confequence 
of  injudicious  exertions  of  power. 
That  people  who  quarrel  unreafon- 
ably  among  themfelves,  and  will  not 
reconcile  their  differences  in  due 
feafon,  muff  fubmit  to  the  confe- 
quences  incident  to  the  htuation  in 
which  they  have  involved  them¬ 
felves.  That  there  was  no  diAio- 
nour  in  any  kind  of  amicable  ad- 
juftment  of  domeffic  quarrels ;  that 

he  would  rather  yield  an  hundred 

*  » 

points, 
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points,  when  they  were  Engliih- 
inen  that  gave  and  received,  than  a 
Tingle  point  to  a  foreign  nation  ;  and 
we  were  in  fuch  circumdances  as 
would  oblige  us  to  yield  either  to 
one  or  the  other. 

He  then  dated  the  reafons  which 
induced  him  to  make  the  datute 
de  tallagio,  35  Ed.  1.  the  pattern 
for  his  bill.  For  this  purpofe  he 
Ihewed  the  fimilarity  of  the  ancient 
difputes  that  arofe  between  the 
kings  and  the  people  of  England 
on  the  fubjeCl  of  taxation,  to  thofe 
now  lubf  ding  between  the  parlia¬ 
ment  and  the  natives  of  America; 
that  the  claim  of  fovereignty  was 
the  fame  in  both  indances,  and 
the  evils  which  were  effectually  re¬ 
moved  by  the  datute  de  tallagio, 
correfponded  exactly  with  thofe 
which  the  prefent  bill  was  intended 
to  remedy.  That  they  had  hap¬ 
pily  a  precedent  of  the  fird  autho¬ 
rity  to  afford  a  clue  for  their  con¬ 
duct.  For  however  the  quedion 
of  right  was,  our  kings  were  for¬ 
merly  in  the  practice  of  levying 
taxes  upon  the  people  by  their  own 
authority;  that  they  judified  this 
practice  upon  the  very  fame  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  with  the  fame  argu¬ 
ments,  which  are  nowufed  to  fup- 
port  the  right  of  parliament  in  tax¬ 
ing  the  Americans.  They  con¬ 
tended  that  the  crown,  being 
charged  with  the  public  defence, 
mud  be  furnifhed  alfo  with  the 
means  of  providing  for  it.  That 
it  would  be  abfurd  to  commit  a  trud 
into  the  hands  of  one  perfon,  and 
£0  leave  the  power  of  executing  it 
to  depend  upon  the  will  of  another. 
They  therefore  maintained  the 
king’s  indefeafible  right  to  tax  the 
people,  and  that  it  was  a  power  fo 
edential  to  fovereignty,  as  to  be 
infeparable  from  the  crown.  But 
notwithdaading  the  force  of  thefe 
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arguments,  and  the  allurements  of 
the  claim,  one  of  the  greated  and 
wifcd  of  our  monarchs,  by  an  ex- 
prefs  and  pofitive  a  Cl,  cut  off  from 
the  fovereign  power  this  right  of 
taxing. 

That  datute,  he  obferved,  ha$ 
been  the  ■foundation  of  the  unity 
and  happinefs  of  England  from 
that  time  ;  that  it  was  abfolutely 
filent  about  the  right ,  and  confined, 
itfelf  to  giving  fatisfaClion  in  fu¬ 
ture  ;  that  it  laid  down  no  general 
principles  which  might  tend  to 
affeCt  the  royal  prerogative  in  other 
particulars ;  and  that  in  all  human 
probability,  the  prefervation  of  the 
other  branches  of  the  prerogative, 
was  owing  to  the  clear  and  abfo- 
lute  furrender  of  that.  He  (hew¬ 
ed  that  datute  confided  of  three 
principal  parts ;  viz.  a  renunciation 
of  taxing, — a  repeal  of  all  laws 
which  had  been  made  upon  a  con¬ 
trary  principle, — and  a  general  par¬ 
don.  He  then  (hewed  the  confor¬ 
mity  of  his  own  bill  to  the  fpirit 
ol  that  a  Cl,  fuppofing  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  to  (land  in  the  place  of  the  fo¬ 
vereign,  and  America  in  that  of 
the  fubjeCl;  and  that  though  the 
circumdances  were  not  in  every 
refpeCl  parallel,  they  were  fuffi- 
ciently  lo  to  judify  his  following 
an  example,  that  gave  fatisfaClion 
and  fecurity  on  the  fubjeCl  of  taxes , 
and  left  all  other  rights  and  powers 
whatfoever,  exactly  upon  the  bot¬ 
tom  on  which  they  had  dood  be¬ 
fore  that  arrangement  had  taken 
place. 

From  the  account  we  have  feen 
of  the  model,  it  will  not  be  diffi¬ 
cult  to  form  fome  judgment  of  the 
condruClion  of  the  copy.  The 
great  objeCl  of  the  bill  was  a  re¬ 
nunciation  of  the  exercife  of  taxa¬ 
tion,  without  at  all  interfering  in  the 
quedion  of  right.  It  preferred  the 

power 
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power  of  levying  duties  for  the 
regulation  of  commerce,  but  the 
money  lo  raifed,  was  to  be  at  the 
difpofal  of  the  feveral  general  af- 
femblies.  The  crown  was  em¬ 
powered,  when  necedary,  to  con¬ 
vene  general  meetings  of  deputies 
from  the  feveral  colonies,  and  their 
affs  were  to  be  binding  upon  all. 
The  duty  ahl  of  the  year  1767, 
with  the  late  coercive  and  penal 
laws,  were  to  be  repealed.  And 
a  general  amnedy  was  granted, 
upon  the  Americans  laying  down 
their  arms  within  a  given  time. 
All  future  revenues,  were  to  be 
free  aids  from  the  fubjects  there,  as 
•well  as  here. 

The  principal  objections  made 
to  the  bill  were,  that  it  conceded 
too  much  for  us,  and  not  near 
enough  to  fatisfy  the  Americans. 
That  their  claims  reached,  not  only 
to  the  declaratory  act,  and  to  all 
the  others  paiTed  fmce  1763,  but 
included  in  their  fweep  all  the  re¬ 
venue  laws  from  the  aft  of  trade 
down  to  the  prefent  time.  They 
complain  of  all  laws  laying  duties 
for  the  exprefs  purpofe  of  revenue, 
and  the  bill  goes  no  farther  back 
than  the  year  1767  ;  but  to  render 
the  remedy  real  and  efficient,  it 
fhould  be  carried  back  to  the  year 
1762.  The  Americans  likewife 
complain  of  the  admiralty  jurif- 
diCtion,  which,  though  it  has  un¬ 
dergone  fome  change  in  its  form, 
is  as  old  as  the  aft  of  navigation  ; 
this  bill,  which  means  to  redrefs 
their  grievances,  and  recover  their 
confidence,  fnould  give  them  fa- 
tisfadion  on  that,  and  every  other 
head  of  grievance  or  complaint,  or 
it  did  nothing. 

As  the  bill  did  not  reach  far 
enough  to  anfwer  its  purpofes  on 
the  one  hand,  fo  they  laid  it  gave 


up  rights  on  the  other,  which  had 
never  been  called  in  quedion  till 
the  prefent  difputes  began.  For 
the  veiling  ail  duties  which  diould 
be  collefted  under  any  future  iawrs 
for  the  regulation  of  commerce  in 
the  difpofal  of  the  alfemblies,  as  if 
they  had  been  levied  immediately 
under  their  authority,  was  an  ac¬ 
knowledgement,  and  efiablilhing  it 
as  a  principle,  that  parliament  ne¬ 
ver  had  any  right  to  the  difpofal  of 
fuch  revenues,  and  amounted  in 
fa£t,  to  a  virtual  repeal  of  all  the 
flatutes  from  the  act  of  trade  down¬ 
wards,  in  which  any  fuch  fpecific 
appropriations  had  been  ma.de. 

They  alio  contended,  that  as  a 
plan  of  accommodation  had  been 
already  chalked  out  in  the  fpeech 
from  the  throne,  it  would  be  in¬ 
decent  and  difrefpedtful  to  ma- 
jefly,  and  withdrawing  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  parliament  from  thofc 
miniders  who  advifed  the  meafure, 
to  adopt  any  other  plan  of  concilia¬ 
tion,  until  that  was  either  firft  dif- 
pofed  of,  or  that  adminidration  had 
declined  the  undertaking.  A  great 
part  of  the  houfe  were  as  ulual  of 
opinion,  that  nothing  lefs  than  co¬ 
ercion,  in  its  full  extent,  could 
anfwer  any  ufeful  purpofe,  and 
faid,  that  the  greater  difpofition 
Great  Britain  (hewed  towards  con¬ 
ciliation,  the  more  obdinate,  re¬ 
bellious,  and  infolent,  America 
would  become. 

The  bill  was  ably  fupported,  and 
the  debates  long  and  interefting. 
Mod  of  the  leaders  and  able  fpeak- 
ers  in  oppofition  having  taken  a 
didinguifhed  part  in  them.  They 
were  alfo  powerfully  oppofed,  and 
the  mod  celebrated  orators  on  both 
fides,  were  faid,  to  have  merited 
on  that  day,  a  more  than  common 
ffiare  of  applaufe.  The  previous 
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queftion,  which  had  been  early- 
moved  for,  being  at  length  put, 
was  carried  upon  a  divilion,  at 
near  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
by  a  majority  of  juft  two  to  one, 
the  numbers  being  210,  to  105 
who  fupported  the  motion.  This 
was  the  higheft  proportion  in  num¬ 
bers  which  the  oppolitmn  had  hi¬ 
therto  borne  to  the  . » ; uj(  rity. 

In  aiew  days  after,  the 
minifter  brought  in  the 
famous  Prohibitory  bill,  totally  in¬ 
terdicting  all  trade  and  intercourfe 
with  the  thirteen  united  colonies. 
All  property  of  Americans  whe¬ 
ther  of  fhips  or  goods,  on  the  high 
feas  or  in  the  harbour,  are  declared 
forfeited  to  the  captors,  being  the 
officers  and  crews  of  his  majefty’s 
Ihips  of  war  ;  and  feveral  dailies 
of  the  bill  were  inferted  to  facili¬ 
tate  and  to  leffen  the  exuence  of 

i. 

the-  condemnation  of  prizes,  and 
the  recovery  of  prize  money.  This 
bill,  befides  its  primary  object,  re¬ 
pealed  the  Boftdn  Port,  with  the 
fifhery,  and  reftraining  ads,  their 
provifions  in  fome  inftances  being 
deemed  infufficient  in  the  prefent 
ftate  of  warfare,  and  their  opera¬ 
tion  in  others,  being  liable  to  in¬ 
terfere  with  that  of  the  intended 
law.  It  alfo  enabled  the  crown  to 
appoint  commilfioners,  who  be¬ 
fides  the  power  of  limply  granting 
pardons  to  individuals,  were  au¬ 
thorized  to  enquire  into  general 
and  particular  grievances,  and  em¬ 
powered  to  determine,  whether 
any  part,  or  the  whole  of  a  colony, 
were  returned  to  that  ftate  of  obe¬ 
dience,  which  might  entitle  them 
to  be  received  within,  the  king’s 
peace  and  protedion,  in  which 
cafe,  upon  a  declaration  from  the 
commilfioners,  the  reftridions  in 
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the  prefent  bill  were  to  ceafe  in 
their  favour. 

The  fire  of  oppolition  was  re¬ 
kindled  by  this  bill,  and  it  was  en¬ 
countered  with  great  vigour  in  both 
houfes.  Is  this,  faid  they,  the 
conciliatory  propofition  by  which 
the  houfe  and  the  nation  have  been 
flattered.  Are  we  to  find  peace  in 
a  cruel,  indiferiminate,  and  perpe¬ 
tual  declaration  of  war,  againft  all 
the  people  in  our  colonies  ?  they 
faid,  that  it  was  cutting  off  at  the 
roct  all  hopes  of  future  accommo¬ 
dation  ;  that  it  drove  England  and 
America  to  the  fatal  extremity,  of 
abfolute  conqueft  on  the  one  fide, 
or  abfolute  independency  on  the 
other.  what  it  was  as  formal  an 
ad  of  abdication  as  could  be  pen¬ 
ned,  of  our  government  over  the 
colonies.  That  it  would  precipi¬ 
tate  the  Americans  headlong  into 
the  arms  of  fome  foreign  power; 
that  it  would  compel  them  of  ne- 
cellity,  to  convert  their  merchant 
fhips  into  privateers,  whereby  our 
Weft  India  ifiands  would  be  total¬ 
ly  ruined,  and  our  foreign  com¬ 
merce  in  general  luffer  greater  in¬ 
jury,  than  in  any  war  in  which  we 
had  ever  been  involved.  That  our 
prefent  wife  and'  happy  councils 
were  not  fatisfied  with  the  lofs  of 
America;  but  they  muft  throw 
Airica  and  the  Weft  Indies  after 
it,  and  hazard  the  fecurity  of  every 
remaining  part  of  the  empire,  in 
whatever  quarter  of  the  globe  it  was 
fituated. 

The  fuppofed  abfurdity,  and 
contradidory  nature  of  the  bill 
were  ridiculed.  It  begins,  faid 
they,  with  a  declaration  of  war, 
and  a  conlifcation  of  the  effeds  of 
13  colonies,  and  after  35  of  the 
moft  violent,  cruel,  and  impolitic 
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claufes,  it  concludes  with  fome 
fallacious  nugatory  provifions,  ra¬ 
ther  talking  about,  than  propofmg 
the  attainment  of  peace.  Can  it 
be  feriouily  faid  or  expected,  that 
offers  of  pardon  will  fatisfy  men 
who  acknowledge  no  crime,  and 
who  are  confcious,  not  of  i hirer 
but  of  Suffering  wrong?  Or  will 
the  profpeCt  of  exemption  from 
commercial  feizures,  without  the 
redrefs  of  any  grievance,  difarm 
thofe  who  have  deliberately  refuf- 
ed  all  commerce  until  their  grie¬ 
vances  fhall  be  redreffed.  It  was 
alfo  contended,  that  as  the  Ame¬ 
ricans  would  inevitably  open  their 
ports  to  foreigners  in  cqp'fequence 
of  this  bill,  fo  it  would  of  courfe 
involve  the  minifters  in  that  evil, 
which,  notwithftanding  their  do- 
meftic  fanguinary  difpolition,  they 
of  all  others  dreaded  the  moff ;  it 
would  involve  them  in  a  foreign 
war,  which  they  had  fo  repeated¬ 
ly  facrificed  the  national  honour  to 
avoid. 

It  was  faid  in  fupport  of  the 
bill,  that  the  Americans  were  al¬ 
ready  in  a  Hate  of  warfare  with  us, 
and  while  that  war  continued,  it 
muft  neceffarily  be  carried  on  by 
fea  and  land,  and  conduced  in 
every  manner  and  refpeCt,  as  it 
would  have  been  againft  alien  ene¬ 
mies.  That  the  nature,  fituation, 
and  diftance  of  that  continent,  ren¬ 
dered  the  operations  by  fea  indif- 
penfable,  as  thofe  by  land,  with¬ 
out  that  auxiliary,  if  not  infuffi- 
cient,  would  at  lead  prove  dilatory, 
and  the  attainment  of  their  objeCt 
diftant.  That  the  ftronger,  more 
urgent,  and  immediate,  the  coer¬ 
cion  was,  the  fewer  would  be  the 
mifehiefs,  the  lefs  the  expenee, 
and  the  fooner  would  peace  and  or¬ 
der  be  reftored.  That  an  ill-judged 
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appearance  of  lenity,  by  flaying, 
or  rendering  languid,  the  hand  of 
coercion,  would  be  cruelty  in  the 
extreme  ft  degree,  and  prove  equal¬ 
ly  ruinous  to  England  and  Ame¬ 
rica.. 

That  whatever  real  or  apparent 
hardfhips  or  feverities  were  con¬ 
tained  in  the  bill,  they  were  un¬ 
avoidable  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
things,  and  it  was  in  the  power  of 
the  Americans,  either  collectively 
or  individually,  to  prevent  their 
operation.  That  the  commiftion- 
ers  went  out  with  the  fwerd  in  one 
hand,  and  terms  of  conciliation  in 
the  other.  America  had  the  choice. 
Every  colony  had  it  in  its  power 
to  take  the  "benefit  of  the  latter. 
It  had  only  to  acknowledge  the 
legiflative  fupremaey  of  Great  Bri¬ 
tain,  or  if  unwilling  to  accede  to 
fuch  a  general  declaration,  to  con¬ 
tribute  of  its  own  accord  towards 
the  fupport  of  government,  and 
thereby,  as  one  of  the  parts  of  the 
empire,  entitle  itfelf  to  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  whole,  and  the  work 
was  done,  no  feverity  or  hardfhip 
would  be  known  by  that  colony. 

As  to  the  loftes  which  our  mer¬ 
chants  and  the  Weft  India  illands 
might  fuftain,  thefe,  if  real,  could 
only  be  lamented  among  the  many 
other  evils  incident  to  war.  But 
thefe  evils,  they  faid,  were  pure¬ 
ly  imaginary,  and  only  held  out  to 
diftrefs  government,  and  impede 
its  operations,  by  alarming  the 
minds  of  the  people,  and  exciting 
a  domeftic  ferment.  Would  any 
one  venture  to  aftert,  that  Ame¬ 
rica,  deftitute  of  refources,  with¬ 
out  a  fliip  of  war  in  her  pofleflion, 
and  all  her  ports  and  docks  open 
to  our  fleets,  could  encounter  the 
naval  power  of  Great  Britain,  or 
that  the  latter  was  not  fufficient  to 
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protect  our  ifands  and  commerce 
from  lofs  and  infult  ?  With  refpedt 
to  foreign  powers,  their  difpofiti- 
ons  were  faid  to  be  friendly  towards 
us  ;  but  were  it  otherwife,  none  of 
them  who  held  pofTefTions  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  could  be  fo  blind  to  their  own 
intereft  and  fecurity,  as  to  encou¬ 
rage  or  fupport  the  rebellion  of  co¬ 
lonies  ;  much  lefs  to  fufter  the  ef- 
tablilhment  of  an  independent  date 
in  the  new  world. 

The  bringing  in  of  this  bill  was 
attended  with  an  unulual  circum- 
lfance,  Mr.  Fox  moved  an  amend¬ 
ment,  to  leave  out  the  whole  title 
and  body  of  the  bill,  excepting  on¬ 
ly  the  parts,  which  releated  to  the 
repeal  of  the  Bofton  Port,  the  fifh- 
ery,  and  the  reftraining  ads.  This 
motion  occalioned  very  warm  de¬ 
bates,  and  much  animadverfion, 
which  continued  till  after  midnight, 
when  the  queftion  being  put,  the 
amendment  was  rejected  upon  a  di- 
vifion,  by  a  majority  of  192  to  64 
only. 

The  bill  was  not  lefs  debated  on 
the  ill  of  December,  when  it  was 
brought  up  for  the  fecond  reading. 
In  this  dage,  it  was  moved  to 
commit  for  the  5th,  upon  which 
feveral  gentlemen  requeded  the 
minider  to  podpone'  it  for  a  few 
days,  as  the  Wed- India  merchants 
and  planters  had  advertifed  for  a 
meeting  of  their  body,  upon  that 
fubjedt,  on  the  6th,  thereby  to 
give  them  an  opportunity  of  lay¬ 
ing  any  evidence  or  information 
they  (hould  think  necedary  before 
the  houfe.  This,  though  afked  as 
a  favour,  was  alfo  reprefented  as 
*.  matter  of  fairnefs  and  judice, 
where  property  was  in  any  degree 
concerned,  much  more  when  fo 
immenfe  a  fliare  of  it  was  at  dake 
as  in  the  prefent  indance.  The 


requed,  however,  not  being  com¬ 
plied  with,  it  was  moved  to  amend 
the  former  motion,  by  putting  off 
the  commitment  of  the  bill  to  the 
12th.  This  amendment  was  loft 
upon  a  divilion,  of  207  to  55  ; 
and  the  main  queftion  being  put, 
after  fome  further  debate,  was  car¬ 
ried. 

On  the  5th,  it  again  caufed 
much  debate.  Several  gentlemen, 
who  wilhed  to  vote  for  the  con¬ 
ciliatory  part,  but  not  for  any 
other,  complained  that  in  its  pre¬ 
fent  form,  it  was  an  heterogeneous 
irreconcilable  mixture  of  war  and 
conciliation  ;  that  this  mixture  of 
hoftility  and  conciliation  in  the 
fame  bill,  mud  be  intended,  either 
to  confound  the  attention  by  the 
variety  of  the  objecds,  and  divert 
it  from  obferving  the  incongruity 
of  the  various  parts,  or  to  preclude 
debate,  by  carrying  on  the  fubjecd- 
matter  of  two  bills  in  one.  Lord 
Folkftone  therefore  moved,  that 
the  bill  might  be  divided  into  two 
feparate  ones,  that  each  might  be 
feparately  considered  and  debated. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  fup- 
ported  by  arguing,  that  nothing 
was  fo  natural  as  what  had  been 
called  fo  contradictory  ;  war  or 
peace  in  the  fame  propofition. 
That  they  were  the  proper  alter¬ 
native  in  all  fuch  conteds  ;  war  or 
refidance  ;  peace  or  fubmidion. 
What  would  the  oppofition  have 
faid  if  no  powers  of  peace  had  been 
left?  Though  the  motion  was  re¬ 
jected  by  a  majority  of  76  to  34, 
the  debates  were  continued  in  the 
committee,  and  carried  on  to  the 
enfuing  day,  with  great  warmth 
and  feverity  of  obfervation.  Ano¬ 
ther  motion  was  made,  that  the 
chairman  Ihoukl  leave  the  chair, 
in  order  to  give  time  to  the  Wed 
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India  merchants  to  prepare  and 
prefent  their  petition,  which  was 
overruled  by  a  majority  of  126  to 
34.  Other  motions  were  made 
and  received  a  negative  without  a 
divifion.  Some  amendments  were 
however  propofed  and  adopted. 
The  claufe  for  vetting  the  proper¬ 
ty  of  the  feizures  in  the  captors, 
was  ttrongly  combated.  It  was 
faid  that  it  would  be  a  difgrace  to 
the  honour  of  the  navy,  which 
would  be  degraded  by  it  into  the 
rank  of  pirates  ;  that  it  would  taint 
the  principles  and  corrupt  the 
hearts  of  our  brave  teamen,  who 
would  thereby  acquire  habits  of 
cruelty,  of  piracy,  and  of  robbe¬ 
ry,  with  refpedt  to  their  fellow- 
fubjedts,  which  could  never  be 
worn  off ;  that  it  would  extinguifh 
in  their  breads,  all  patriotifm,  all 
national  pride  and  glory,  and  all 
generous  ardour  againft  our  natu¬ 
ral  enemies,  and  fubftitute  in  their 
place  a  bale  indiscriminate  fpirit 
of  rapine,  which  would  equally 
affedft  friends  and  foes. 

The  extraordinary  diferetionarv 
powers  granted  to  the  commiiiion- 
ers  were  much  condemned,  and 
laid  to  be  of  fuch  a  nature,  as 
fhould  not  be  entrufted  to  any  fet 
of  men  in  a  free  government  ;  that 
they  were  vetted  in  the  fovereign 
upon  certain  occafions,  but  his 
minifters  were  confidered  asrefpon- 
ttble  for  the  due  exercife  of  them  ; 
fo  that  this  bill  granted  a  defpotic 
and  uncontroulable  power  to  the 
cUmmittioners,  which  the  crown 
itfelf  did  not  poffefs.  One  gentle¬ 
man  obferved,  that  as  this  bill 
anlwered  all  the  purpofes,  which 
the  moft  fanguine,  and  violent  of 
the  Americans  could  wiih,  in  or¬ 
der  to  oblige  their  people  to  coa¬ 
lesce  -as  one  man  in  fihaking  off" 


our  government,  its  title  ilioultt 
be  altered  and  fitted  to  its  purpofe, 
and  then  it  would  be  entitled, 

“  A  bill  for  carrying  more  effec¬ 
tually  into  execution  the  relolves 
of  the  Congrefs.” 

Upon  receiving  the  report  from 
the  committee  on  the  8th,  the  pe¬ 
tition  from  the  Weft  India  mer¬ 
chants  was  read,  and  counfel  heard 
in  its  fupport,  after  which  it  was 
moved,  to  poftpone  the  further 
confederation  of  the  report  until 
the  23d,  of  the  following  January, 
This  was  fupported  upon  thethin- 
nefs  of  the  houfe,  moil  of  the 
country  gentlemen  having  quitted 
town  .  It  was  faid,  to  offend  againft 
every  rule  of  decency,  to  be  equal¬ 
ly  difgracefu!  to  parliament,  and 
injurious  to  the  nation,  to  hurry 
on  national  bufinefs  of  the  greateft 
magnitude  and  importance,  at  fuch 
a  ieafon,  and  in  fo  fhamelul  and 
unprecedented  a  manner. 

To  thefe  and  numberlefs  other 
ftri&ures  it  was  replied,  that  early 
notice  had  been  given  of  the  in¬ 
tention  of  the  bill  ;  that  a  fort¬ 
night  had  elapfed  between  the 
motion  for  bringing  it  in  and  the 
fecond  reading,  which  was  the 
time  for  debating  the  principle  of 
a  bill  j  that  as  it  purfued  the  ideas 
thrown  out  in  the  fpeech  from  the 
throne,  in  the  moft  exa6!  confor¬ 
mity,  it  could  confequently  con¬ 
tain  nothing  novel  ;  and  that  no 
matter  or  circumftance  could  pof- 
fibly  arife  during  the  recefs  of  par¬ 
liament,  which  could  alter  their 
fenuments  with  reipedt  to  Ameri¬ 
ca,  except  its  fubmiilion,  in  which 
event  the  bill  would  ceafe  to  ope¬ 
rate.  The  whole  of  the  American 
bufinefs  was  this  day  as  fully  de¬ 
bated,  and  as  eagerlyidifcutted,  as 
if  this  had  been  the  firft  time  of 
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its  coming  before  them.  The 
queftion  being'  at  lenght  put,  the 
motion  for  poftponing  the  report 
was  rejefted. 

A  motion  being  then  made  by- 
Mr.  Burke,  that  Mr.  Delaney,  a 
gentleman  of  great  confideration 
at  New  York,  and  now  obliged 
to  come  to  England  on  account  of 
his  diffent  from  the  proceedings  of 
the  Congrels,  fhould  attend  the 
houfe,  it  was  rejefted.  Upon 
which  with  a  defign  to  expofe  the 
negleft  of  all  evidence,  and  iefu  - 
lal  of  information,  which  now  pre¬ 
vailed,  the  following  motion  was 
made,  “  that  it  is  neceffary  and 
proper  to  come  to  a  refolution,that 
evidence  relative  to  the  ftate  of 
America,  the  temper  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  there,  and  the  probable  ope¬ 
rations  of  an  aft  now  depending, 
is  unneceftary  to  this  houfe;  this 
houfe  being  already  furficientiy 
acquainted  with  thofe  matters.” 

On  the  iith,  previous  to  the 
third  reading  of  the  Prohibitory 
Bill,  a  motion  was  made  by  go¬ 
vernor  Johnfton,  that  no  evidence 
had  been  laid  before  the  houfe  of 
the  delinquency  of  the  province  of 
Georgia,  which  was  notwithftand- 
ing  included  in  the  fame  common 
pu  niiliment  with  the  other  colonies. 
This  motion  alfo  tended  to  fhew, 
the  abfurdity  of  proceeding  with-  , 
out  information,  and  the  injus¬ 
tice  of  condemning  without  proof. 
Though  this  mo. ion  palled  in  the 
negative  it  occaftoned  a  warm  de¬ 
bate  in  which  the  ministers  were 
hard  put  to  iupport  the  charge  of 
delinquency. 

As  the  minority  now  declared 
that  they  faw,  that  all  attempts  to 
withftand  the  force  that  was  car¬ 
rying  the  bill  through,  were  utter¬ 
ly  futile,  and  that  the  country  gen- 
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tlemen  had  (as  they  faid)  fhame- 
fully  deferted  their  duty,  and 
abandoned  the  public  bufmefs,moft 
of  them  grew  weary  of  fo  fruitlefs 
a  conteft,  and  the  houfe  was  thin¬ 
ly  attended  on  that  fide,  at  the 
time  of  pafting  the  bill.  An  at¬ 
tempt  was  however  made  to  lelfen 
the  rigour  of  forfeitures  with  re- 
fpeft  to  the  trade  between  our 
Well  india  Iflands  and  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  America,  the  lliips  in 
which  were  liable  to  confifcation, 
before  they  could  poflibly  know 
that  they  had  incurred  any  penal¬ 
ty,  or  that  any  fuch  law  was  in  ex¬ 
igence.  Another  was  alfo  made, 
to  defer  the  laft  reading  till  after 
the  holidays;  but  they  both  prov¬ 
ed  equally  fruitlefs,  and  the  bill 
was  palled  upon  a  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  1 12  to  16  only. 

We  mud  now  recur  to  feveral 
tranfaftions  which  puffed  during 
the  progrefs  of  this  bill.  We  have 
already  feen  that  feveral  fruitlefs  ’ 
attempts  had  been  made  by  oppo- 
fition,  to  obtain  information  as  to 
the  ftate  of  the  forces  in  North 
America,  as  well  as  of  the  expen- 
ces  hitherto  incurred  on  the  differ¬ 
ent  parts  of  that  fervice,  fo  far  as 
they  could  be  made  out.  Notwith- 
ftanding  the  conftant  difuppoint- 
ment  that  attended  thefeM  , 
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enquiries,  Mr.  fox  mov¬ 
ed  to  lay  before  the  houfe,  ari 
account  of  the  expences  of  the 
ftaff,  hofpitals,extraordinaries,and 
all  military  contigencies  whatfo- 
ever,  of  the  army  in  America, 
from  Auguft  1773,  to  Augull  1 775  „ 
inclufive.  He  laid  that  he  had 
drawn  up  the  motion  in  thofe 
words,  in  order  that  it  might  com- 
piehend  and  lay  open  an  aftonifh- 
ing  feene  of  minifterial  delufion  to 
the  houfe.  That  it  would  bring 
[//]  the 
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the  ftaft,  which  had  been  artfully 
held  back,  into  the  full  glare  of 
day;  it  would  iliew  that  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  ordnance  in  the  year 
1775,  'iat^  exceeded  that  in  any 
of  the  duke  of  Marlborough’s  glo¬ 
rious  campaigns  ;  and  it  would 
give  fufficient  ground  lor  predic¬ 
tion,  that  it  would  in  the  prefent 
year  be  confiderably  greater,  than 
in  any  of  the  isoft  vicarious  ones 
of  the  laft  war,  when  we  were  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  contell,  either  diredlly 
or  indirectly,  with  almoft  all  the 
great  powers  in  Europe,  and  re¬ 
tained  a  military  force  of  338,000 
men  inaCtua!  pay;  it  would  ihew 
how  they  were  imposed  upon  in  all 
other  ellimates  as  well  as  in  that 
of  the  ordinance,  in  which  the  mi- 
nifter  had  the  temerity  to  incur  a 
debt  of  240,000!,  though  every 
branch  of  the  military  fervice  had 
been  amply  provided  for  by  his  own 
acknowledgment,  and  according 
to  his  own  arrangements. 

The  minifters  paid  little  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  reafons  urged  in  fup- 
port  of  this  enquiry.  They  faid, 
that  fame  of  the  accounts  were  on 
the  table,  and  they  would  all  be 
regularly  laid  there,  in  their  pro¬ 
per  feafon;  that  they  appertained 
to  different  heads  of  fervice  or 
provifion  and  came  properly  un¬ 
der  examination,  when  thofe  fe¬ 
deral  heads  were  to  be  confidered; 
that  it  was  unufual,  irregular  and 
troublefome,  to  demand  fuch  ac¬ 
counts,  when  there  was  no  quefti- 
onorbufmefs  before  the  houfe  to 
authorize  fuch  demands;  and  that 
however  adminiftration  might  be 
difpofed  to  comply  with  fuch  a 
requifition,it  was  not  in  their  pow¬ 
er  to  do  it,  as  feveral  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  were  not  yet  received. 

This  refufal,  and  the  indiffer¬ 
ence  with  which  it  was  accom¬ 


panied,  brought  on  fome  fevere 
ffridlures.  It  was  infilled,  that  the 
motion  was  flridtly  parliamentary; 
that  it  could  convey  no  fecret  to 
the  enemy;  that  no  inflance  could 
be  produced  of  the  refufal  of  fuch 
information,  except  in  cafes  where 
the  want  of  the  aeceiTary  materials 
rendered  the  compliance  impoffi- 
ble  ;  that  this  was  obviated  by 
the  mover,  who  required  no  ac¬ 
counts  nor  information  but  what 
were  in  their  cuflody  or  power. 
That  their  fitting  any  longer  there 
was  a  mere  farce,  and'  could  an- 
fwer  no  purpofe  of  their  inftituti- 
©n,  if  accounts  of  that  nature 
could  be  refufed.  The  queftion 
paffed  in  the  negative  without  a 
divifion. 

On  the  fame  day  the  militia  bill 
was  read  the  third  time,  when  a 
rider  was  propofed  by  Sir  George 
Saviile,  and  received,  by  which 
its  duration  was  limited  to  feven 
years.  The  bill  was  then  palled. 

The  third  reading  of  the  , 
indemnity  bill,  brought  2 ^  ’ 
on  a  very  warm  and  ani¬ 
mated  debate.  A  motion  was 
made  for  leavingout  of  the  pream¬ 
ble  thofe  words,  “  doubts  having 
been  entertained  of  the  legality  of 
the  ineafure  ;  and  to  infert  in 
their  place  the  following  amend¬ 
ment,  “  that  the  meafure  of  fend¬ 
ing  the  Hanoverian  troops  to  the 
garrifons  of  Gibraltar  and  Minorca 
was  not  warranted  by  law^and 
was  againfl  the  fpirit  of  the  con- 
ftitution/'  It  was  contended  in 
fupport  of  the  motion,  that  the 
bill  in  its  prefent  ftate  carried  an 
abfurdity  glaring  on  its  very  face; 
its  body  contained  an  indemnity 
for  an  offence,  while  the  preamble 
declared  that  none  had  been  com¬ 
mitted;  that  it  was  an  infult  upon 
the  houfe  to  propofe  the  remittal 
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of  a  punifhment,  and  to  make  it 
acknowledge  at  the  fame  time  that 
none  had  been  incurred  ;  the 
mockery  they  faid  was  too  grofs 
to  be  endured.  That  however 
dangerous  the  meafure  of  intro¬ 
ducing  foreign  troops  was,  the 
precedent  to  be  eftablifhed  by  the 
bill  was  infinitely  more  fo,  as  it 
was  obtaining  the  fanCtion  of  par¬ 
liament  for  the  violation  of  the 
laws,  and  dangerous  infra&ion  of 
the  conftitution.  That  the  mini- 
' Her  came  before  the  houfe  in  a 
lituation,  no  other  had  ever  ven¬ 
tured;  he  firft  violated  the  laws  of 
his  country,  and  then  had  the  ef¬ 
frontery  to  come  to  parliament,  not 
to  claim  its  indulgence,  but  to 
make  it  teflify,  that  what  he  had 
done  was  perfectly  right  and  unex¬ 
ceptionable. 

It  can  fcarcely  pafs obfervation, 
that  the  minifter  found  him.felf 
frequently  obliged  to  vary  his 
ground  in  the  courle  of  this  bufi- 
nefs.  In  its  beginning  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  defection  of  the  court 
part  of  the  country  gentlemen,  af- 
teran  appearance  of  f  runnels  which 
bordered  upon  obflinacy,  he  fud- 
denly  feemed  to  conform  to  their 
ideas,  in  agreeing  to  the  bringing 
in  of  the  indemnity  bill.  When 
the  great  point  of  the  addrefs  was 
gained,  he  feemed  totally  to  for¬ 
get  the  matter,  and  did  not  wiili 
to  be  reminded  of  it.  Their  im¬ 
portunity  at  length  growing  trou- 
blefome,  and  many  great  points 
ilill  remaining  to  be  obtained,  he 
feemed  to  coincide  in  their  opi¬ 
nion,  and  accordingly  brought  in 
the  bill;  but  took  care  to  conftrudt 
it  in  luch  a  manner,  as  that  it 
Jhould  anfwer  purpofes  extremely 
dilfering  from  thole  which  they 
intended.  Since  that  time  he  had, 


continually  varied  his  tone,  from 
firmnefs  to  concefTion,  and  from 
conceffion  to  firmnefs,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to.the  objects  be  had  in  view, 
and  to  the  apparent  complexion 
and  prefent  temper  of  the  houfe. 
Flavin?  now  nearly  earned  all  the 

O  > 

great  points  of  thecelhon  through, 
and  moft  of  the  country  gentlemen 
heing  abfent,  he  returned  to  his 
original  doCtrine,  from  which  he 
would  not  recede  in  the  fm a  11  eft 
degree,  and  declared,  that  as  lar 
as  his  vote  went,  he  would  not 
fuffer  the  alteration  of  tittle  in 
the  bill ; — he  wanted  no  indemnity, 
and  let  thole  who  were  in  love 
with  the  meafure,  take  [he  bill  as 
it  was,  or  not  at  ali.  However 
innocent  the  motives  were,  it  cer¬ 
tainly  afforded  matter  of  uneafmefs 
to  the  friends  of  government,  and 
to  thofe  who  were  the  moft  remote 
from  party  views  and  prejudices, 
to  fee  the  coutt  fo  eager  at  this 
critical  time,  to  eftabiiili  a  pre¬ 
cedent  for  the  introduction  of  fo¬ 
reign  troops  without  the  confent. 
of  parliament,  and  fo  anxious,  to 
prevent  any  thing  like  a  celifure 
which  might  in  future  be  a  clog  to 
fuch  a  meafure. 

The  amendment  was  rejected 
apon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
130  to  58;  and  the  biil  according¬ 
ly  paffed  in  its  original  itate. 

In  ourfuance  of  the  in-  , 
ffruCtions  from  the  city  ot  '  " 
London  to  its  reprefentatives, 
Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  made  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefty,  to  impart  to  the  houfe,  the 
original  authors  and  advifers  of 
feveral  of  the  late  meafures (which 
were  paffed  into  laws,  and  were 
now  fpecified),  relative  to  Ame¬ 
rica,  before  thofe  meafures  were 
propofed  in  parliament.  This 
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bufmefs  was  undertaken  without 
the  approach  of,  or  any  concert 
with,  appofition  in  general,  who 
difllked  it  upon  many  accounts, 
particularly,  as  being  ineffective 
in  its  nature,  very  unparliamen¬ 
tary  in  its  form  and  fpirit,  as  not 
being  founded  upon  any  fadt,  and 
as  offering  a  juftification  to  mini- 
ffers,  by  taking  away  their  re- 
fponfibility ,  and  fuppofing  their 
obnoxious  meafures  to  be  the  adts 
of  other,  or  of  unknown,  perfons. 
The  minifter  turned  it  into  ridi¬ 
cule,  with  much  wit  and  fpirit  ; 
and  the  oppolition,  in  order  to 
get  rid  of  it  without  a  flat  nega¬ 
tive,  called  for  the  order  of  the 
day,  and  failing  in  that,  they 
moyed  the  previous  qu  eft  ion ;  but 
the  minifters  being  determined  that 
the  motion  flhould  not  p'afs  with¬ 
out  reprobation,  prevented  that 
efcape  by  a  majority  of  156  to  1 6; 
and  the  main  queftion  being  then 
put  the  motion  was  rejected  upon 
a  diviflon,  by  a  majority  of  163 
to  10  only. 

Thedifcouragement  ariflng from 
the  difappointment  which  he  expe¬ 
rienced  in  the  preceding  feffion, 
was  not  fufficient  to  deter  Mr. 
j}ec  j  Hartley  from  a  fimilar 
1  '  attempt  in  the  pre- 

fent,  with  a  view  of  bringing 
about  a  reconciliation  between 
Great  Britain  and  her  colonies. 
H  is  plan  of  accommodation, which, 
in  its  ground  and  principal  was 
much  the  fame  with  his  former, 
was  principally  formed  on  the  ge¬ 
neral  language  of  adminiftration 
and  that  of  the  Congrefs,  which 
he  was  of  opinion,  did  not  fo  much 
di (agree  as  was  commonly  ima¬ 
gined;  the  former  growing  every 
day  more  apparently  indifferent 
about  taxation,  and  the  latter  ad- 
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mitting  a  general  fuperintendency 
in  parliament. 

The  Objeft  of  his  propofttions 
were,  firft,  an  addrefs  to  his  ma- 
jefly  for  a  fufpention  of  hoftilities; 
a  bill  to  enable  the  province  of 
Maflaehufets  Bay  to  eledt  an  affem- 
bfy  and  council,  according  to  their 
late  charter;  a  tell  bill,  eftabliflh- 
ing  a  right  of  trial  by  jury  in  all 
criminal  cafes,  to  all  (laves  in 
north  America,  for  annulling  all 
laws  in  any  province  repugnant 
thereto,  and  to  be  regiftered 
by  the  refpedlive  affetnblies  of  all 
the  colonies.  Upon  a  compliance 
with  this  te-ft  of  obedience,  the 
operation  of  the  two  following 
bills  was  to  commence,  viz.  a  bill 
for  a  permanent  reconciliation, 
by  repealing  all  the  laws  fince  the 
year  1763,  and  thereby  placing 
the  colonies  in  the  exadt  fituation 
in  which  they  flood  at  that  time; 
and  a  general  indemnity  bill.  The 
whole  was  concluded  with  a  mo¬ 
tion  for  an  addrefs  to  the  throne, 
that  when  quiet  was  reftored,  it 
might  be  proper  to  fend  letters  of 
requifition,  as  ufual  to  the  feveral 
colonies,  for  fuch  fupplies  as  were 
neceffary  for  government  and 
defence.  This  prepofition  feems 
to  have  been  carried  on  nearly  as 
little  to  concert  with  the  generality 
of  the  oppolition  as  the  former. 

The  minifters  treated  thefe  con¬ 
ciliatory  propofttions  with  fome 
degree  of  inattention  and  indiffer¬ 
ence,  They  faid,  in  general,  that 
the  main  fubjedt  of  thefe  motions 
had  been  already  frequently  and 
fully  di  feu  fled;  that  until  the  plan 
propofedfrom  the  throne  was-  tried, 
and  its  effedts  known,  it  was  nu¬ 
gatory,  and  wafting  the  time  of 
the  houfe  to  break  in  upon  them 
with  frefh  propcfals  ;  that  the 
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fenfe  of  a  great  majority  of  the 
houfe  had  been  frequently  declar¬ 
ed  againft  the  principles  of  thefe 
refolutions;  that  they  held  out  no 
fecurity,  and  were  accompanied 
with  no  folemn  fanCtion,  that  if 
theyVere  acceded  to  on  our  part, 
they  would  be  accepted  by  the 
Americans  ;  that  the  claim  of 
taxation  virtually  included  the 
claim  of  fovereignty,  it  being  im- 
poftible  to  relinquifh  the  one  with¬ 
out  furrendering  the  other  ;  and 
that  the  idea  of  obtaining  a  pro¬ 
ductive  revenue  from  America  had 
never  been  abandoned. 

The  debate  was  of  courfe  fhort, 
and  the  queftion  being  put  upon 
the  firft  refolution,  it  was  rejected 
upon  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of 
123  to  21  ;  the  other  refolutions 
received  a  negative  without  a  di¬ 
vifion. 

The  Indemnity  Bill,  after  all 
the  trouble  it  had  given  to  the  mi- 
nifterand  to  the  country  gentlemen 
in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  was 
thrown  out  by  the  Lords.  It  was 
oppofed  in  th  t  houfe  of  the  Mar¬ 
quis  of  Rockingham,  who  con¬ 
demned  it  in  very  ftrong  terms, 
upon  the  di reCt  vaiiance  between 
the  preamble  and  the  -enaCting 
claules  ;  hefaid,  that  the  holding 
out  of  an  indemnity,  while  it  af- 
ferted  that  the  perfons  indemnified 
were  guilty  of  no  offence,  would 
render  it  a  difgyace  to  our  laws 
and  legiflation;  and  that  it  befides, 
under  that  colour  of  indemnity, 
gave  a  fanCtion  to  a  glaring  viola¬ 
tion  both  of  the  law  and  conftituti- 
tion,  in  placing  foreign  troops  in 
our  garrTons.  As  the  Lords  in 
adminiftration  agreed  with  the  no¬ 
ble  Marquis  upon  the  point  of  im¬ 
propriety  or  abfurdity  in  its  fhuc- 
ture,  and  did  not  think  an  in- 
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demnity  at  all  neceflary,  they  rea¬ 
dily  coincided  in  rejecting  the  bill, 
fo  that  it  was  thrown  out  without 
either  defence  or  divifion. 

The  prohibitory  Bill  met  with 
great  oppofition  in  the  Houfe  of  ' 
Lords,  almoft  every  part  ofit  un¬ 
dergoing  a  fpecific  difcuf-  ^ 
fion.  Upon  the  motion  for  5 
its  commitment  after  the  fecond 
reading,  the  debates  were  long, 
able,  and  animated  ;  and  fome 
very  warm  and  pointed  perfonal 
altercation  and animadverfion  took 
place.  The  Lords  in.  oppofition 
combated  "the  bill  upon  every 
ground  of  policy,  juftice,  and  ex¬ 
pediency,  on  the  former  they  ob- 
ferved,  that  by  conlidering  the 
Americans  as  a  foreign  nation,  and 
declaring  war  on  them  in  that 
character,  this  bill  drew  the  line 
of  reparation, chalked  out  the  way, 
and  prepared  their  minds,  for  that 
independency  which  they  were 
charged  with  affeCting  ;  that  the 
Englifh  on  both  fides  of  the  ocean, 
were  now  to  be  taught  by  aCt  of 
parliament,  to  confider  themfelves 
as  feparate  and  diftinCt nations;  as 
nations  fufceptible  of  general  hof- 
tility,  and  proper  parties  for  mu¬ 
tual  declarations  of  war,  and  trea¬ 
ties  of  peace.  That  by  the  pro- 
mifcuous  and  indifcriminate  rapine 
of  the  property  of  friends  or  foes, 
authorized  by  the  bill,  it  muft 
compleat  what  yet  remained  to  be 
compleated,  of  union  in  North 
America  againft  the  authority  of 
parliament;  and  that  the  friends 
of  government  in  that  country, 
whole  numbers  and  power  have 
been  fo  much  boafted  of  by  ad- 
miniftration,  will  now  plainly  fee, 
that  parliament  is  much  more  in¬ 
clined  to  diftrefs,  than  able  or 
willing  to  proteCf. 

[H]  3  ' 
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Its  impolicy  and  injufiice  with 
refpect  to  the  Weft  Indies,  was  re- 
prefented  to  be  ftili  more  glaring. 
Here  it  inftidts  a  much  more  cer¬ 
tain  and  fevere  puoiJTinfie.pt  upon  a 
people  not  even  fufpedted  of  crime 
or  offence,  than  it  is  capable  of 
extending  to  the  moft  refra&ory  of 
the  Americans.  An  a 61  of  the 
Btitifli  parliament,  is, called  in  as 
a  fupplementary  aid,  and  an  ex- 
tention  of  the  authority  of  the 
Congrefs,  in  that  meafure,  which 
of  all  others  adopted  by  that  body, 
was  the  moft  reprehenfible  and 
unjuftifiable  on  their  fide,  and  the 
moft  pernicious  to  us  the  cutting 
off  their  ufcal  fupplies  of  provisi¬ 
ons  and  neceffaries  from  thofe  un¬ 
happy  iflands.  The  meafure  of 
confifcating  thofe  vefTels,  which 
to  avoid  all  breach  of  the  laws,  and 
all  illicit  commerce,  were  laid  up 
by  the  owners  in  their  own  docks 
and  harbours,  there  waiting  to  be 
brought  into  ufe  upon  a  return  of 
peace  and  . better  times, was  equally 
reprobated. 

But  of  all  the  Darts  of  this  law, 
none  was  treated  with  fo  much  fe- 
verity  in  that  houfe,  or  excited 
luch  apparent  indignation,  as  that 
claufe,  by  which  all  thofe  who 
were  taken  on  board  the  American 
v  ef!  els,  were  indifcriminately  com¬ 
pelled  without  diftindtion  of  per¬ 
sons,  to  ferve  as  common  fa i hors  in 
our  drips  of  war.  This  claufe  was 
marked  with  every  poifible  ftigma, 
and  was  deferibed  by  the  Lords  in 
their  pro  left,  as  “  a  refinement  in 
tyranny,5’  which,  “  in  a  fentence 
worfe  than  death,  obliges  the  un¬ 
happy  men  who  fliall  be  made  cap¬ 
tives  in  this  predatory  war, to  bear 
arms  againft  their  families,  kin¬ 
dred,  friends  and  country  ;  and 
after  being  plundered  themfelves, 
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to  become  accomplices  in  plunder¬ 
ing  their  brethren.”  The  injuftice 
and  cruelty  of  this  claufe,  they 
fak],  was  (till  heightened,  by  ren¬ 
dering  the  unhappy  perfons  who 
were  thus  compelled,  fubjedi  to  the 
articles  of  war,  and  liable  to  be 
fliot  for  defertion.  They  patheti¬ 
cally  represented  the  miferies  to 
which  perfons  in  this  melancholy 
fituation,  particularly  thofe  of  the 
better  fort,  would  be  fubjedt, 
from  the  infolence  and  outrage  ot 
thofe  with  whom  they  were  obliged 
to  ferve,  who  being  themfelves 
deftitue  of  liberal  principles  and 
education,  would  ftili  continue 
to  confiderand  treat  them  as  rebels ; 
nor  did  they  confider  it  as  the 
fmalleft  part  of  the  calamity,  that 
they  would  be  frequently  obliged 
to  be  lookers  on  when  the  fpoiis 
of  their  honeft  induftry,  and  the 
natural  fupport  of  their  fober  fa¬ 
milies,  were  fqandered  in  riot  and 
debauchery,  by  thofe  profligate 
comrades,  with  whom  they  were  at 
the  fame  time  obliged  to  live,  and 
to  ferve.  Upon  the  whole,  this 
fituation,  was  faid,  to  be  the  laid 
degree  of  wretchednefs  and  indig¬ 
nity,  to  which  human  nature  could 
be  fubjedted;  and  that  a  cruelty, 
unknown  to  the  moft  favage  na¬ 
tions,  was  thus  to  be  practiced  by 
Englishmen  on  Engliflimen.  They 
infilled  that  no  man  could  be  de- 
fpoiled  of  his  goods  as  a  foreign 
enemy,  and  at  the  fame  time 
obliged  to  ferve  the  ftate  as  a  citi¬ 
zen,  upon  any  principal  of  law  or 
right,  known  among  civilized  na¬ 
tions.  That  fuch  a  compulficn 
upon  prifopers  as  the  prefent,  is 
unknown  in  any  cafe  of  war  or  re¬ 
bellion;  and  the  only  examples  of 
the  fort  that  can  be  produced, muft 
be  found  among  pirates the  out¬ 
laws 
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laws  and  enemies  of  human  fo- 
ciety. 

To  thefe  and  many  other  charges 
againft  the  nature  and  principles 
of  the  bill,  the  cruelty,  the  daring 
rebellion;  and  the  ultimate  trea- 
fonable  views  of  the  Americans, 
were  brought  in  juftification. 
They  were  not  even  content  wTith 
rebellion  limply,  they  had  com¬ 
menced  an  offenfive  war  againft 
us,  and  invaded  our  dominions 
witn  numerous  armies,  i  he  prin¬ 
ciple  of  the  bill  was,  to  make  a 
naval  war  upon  America;  and  as 
in  fuch  cafes  it  would  beiaipoffible 
to  make  dillindtions  in  favour  of  the 
the  innocent,  the  bill  was  framed 
according  to  the  general  ideas  of 
carrying  on  war  againft  a  foreign 
enemy,  where  it  is  always  taken 
for  granted,  that  every  individual 
is  concerned  in  and  abetting  every 
a£l  of  public  hoftility.  That  no¬ 
thing  could  be  more  right  or  expe¬ 
dient,  than  the  encouragement 
given  to  that  moil  ufeful  and  de- 
l'erving  body  ofour  people, the  fea- 
men,by  veiling  in  them  the  effedls 
which  they  fhould  take  from  the 
enemy;  that  it  would  induce  them 
to  adt  with  double  vigour,  and  be 
at  the  fame  time  a  means  of  man¬ 
ning  the  navy  ;  and  that  it  had 
been  praclifed  in  the  two  laft  wars 
when  its  good  effedls  were  too  well 
and  too  generally  known  to  require 
any  iliuftration.  That  this  bill 
was  indifpenfably  neceft'ary  as  no 
exifting  law  had  forefeen  or  provi¬ 
ded  for  the  cafe  of  carrying  on  a 
fea  war  againft  the  rebels. 

As  to  the  cruelty  and  injufticefo 
much  complained  of,  in  compell¬ 
ing  the  crews  of  the  American 
vefTels  to  ferve  in  the  navy,  thefe 
charges  were  fo  far  from  being  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  this  meafure  was 
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faid/to  be  an  aft  of  grace  and  fa¬ 
vour  to  them;  inftead  of  confining 
them  in  a  clofe  prifon  during  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  which 
mu  ft  be  the  cafe  if  they  were  con- 
fidered  as  alien  enemies,  or  pu- 
nifhing  them  as  traitors,  if  confi- 
dered  as  rebels,  they  were  imme¬ 
diately  rated  upon  the  King’s 
books,  and  put  upon  the  fame 
footing  with  a  great  body  of  his 
mod  ufeful  and  faithful  fubjefts  ; 
fullering  no  inconvenience  but  that 
which  they  were  always  liable  to. 
of  being  preffed  into  his  Majefty’s 
fervice;  as  to  the  fuppofed  viola¬ 
tion  of  their  principles,  which  was 
fo  much  lamented,  their  pay  and 
emoluments  were  faid  to  be  a  full 
compenfation  for  all  fcruples  and 
delicacies  of  that  nature. 

The  fuppofed  mifehiefs  arifing 
to  our  Weft  India  iflands,  were 
faid  to  be  greatly  aggravated;  but 
at  any  rate,  as  well  as  the  Ioffes 
which  the  well  difpofed  in  North 
America  might  fuftain,  were  to 
be  confidered  as  a  part  of  thole 
unavoidable  evils  which  are  inci¬ 
dent  to  war.  A  great  law  Lord 
declared  in  the  further  progrefs  of 
the  bill,  that  we  were  not  now  to 
confider  the  queftions  of  original 
right  or  wrong, juftice  or  injuftice; 
we  were  engaged  in  a  war,  and 
we  mull  ufe  our  utmoft  efforts  to 
obtain  the  ends  propofed  by  it;  we 
muft  fight  or  be  purlued;  and  the 
juftice  of  the  caufe  muft  give  way 
to  our  prefent  lituation.  To  this 
he  applied  the  laconic  fpeech  of  a 
brave  Scotch  officer  in  the  fervice 
of  Guftavus  Adolphus, who,  point¬ 
ing  to  the  enemy,  faid  to  his  men, 
“  See  you  thofe,  lads ;  kill  them, 
or  they  will  kill  you 

After  long  debates,  which  were 
ably  fupported  till  near  eleven  at 
[H]  4  night, 
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night,  the  queftions  for  commit¬ 
ment  being  put,  was  carried  upon 
a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of  78, 
including  30  proxies,  to  19,  in¬ 
cluding  (even  proxies. 

In  this  date  of  the  bill,  a  pro- 
teft  of  uncommon  length,  and  ftill 
greater  energy, was  entered  againft 
it,  in  which  feveral  of  its  parts  un¬ 
derwent  the  fevered  fcruriny,  and 
the  feafon  of  carrying  a  bill 
through,  fo  imprecedented  in  its 
nature  and  important  in  its  confe- 
quences,  at  a  time  when,  they 
fay,  mod  of  the  independent  mem¬ 
bers  ot  both  houfes  were  called 
away  by  their domedic  affairs, and 
when  few  but  thole  in  the  imme¬ 
diate  pay  of  the  court,  and  at¬ 
tending  on  their  employments,  re¬ 
maining  in  town,  was  particularly 
condemned. 

In  three  days  after,  upon  going 
into  a  committee  on  the  bill,  the 
Duke  of  Manchefter  moved  for  de¬ 
ferring  the  commitment  till  after 
the  holidays.  He  founded  his  mo¬ 
tion,  befides  the  importance  and 
novelty  of  the  bill,  upon  the  re¬ 
ports  which  were  then  arrived  of 
our  lodes  in  Canada.  T  he  motion 
was  fup ported  by  the  Marquis  of 
Rockingham,  upon  the  farther 
ground  of  the  alarm  which  the 
bill  had  excited  among  the  trading 
and  commercical  part  of  the  nati¬ 
on  The  motion  paffed  in  the  ne¬ 
gative  without  a  divifion. 

The  noble  Duke  then  offered  to 
prefent  a  petition  from  the  mer¬ 
chants  of  Briftol,  dating  the  ruin¬ 
ous  confequences  of  the  bill,  to 
themlelves  in  particular,  as  well 
as  to  the  mercantile  intereft  in  ge¬ 
neral.  But  as  the  order  of  the  day 
had  been  already  moved  for,  it 
p/as  laid  that  the  petition  could 


not  now  belreceived.  Someclaufes 
in  favour  of  the  Britillh  traders, and 
of  the  Wed-lndia  idands,  were, 
however  propofed  by  the  Lords 
in  adminiftration,  and  received  by 
the  committee,  which,  it  was  fup- 
po  fed  would  in  fome  degree  re¬ 
medy  the  grievances  dated  in  the 
petition. 

On  the  third  reading  of 
the  bill,  an  amendment,  "" 
in  favour  of  the  merchants,  to  one 
ot  theclaufes,  was  propofed  by  the 
Marquis  of  Rockingham,  intend¬ 
ing  to  prolong  the  commencement 
of  the  operation  of  the  bill,  from 
the i ft  of  January  to  the  id  of 
March,  and  thereby  to  preferve 
from  confifcation  the  property  of 
thofe  merchants,  who  under  the 
faith  of  parliament  in  the  two  re- 
ftriftive  laws,  had  loaded  veffels 
with  lumber  in  North  America  for 
the  Weft  India  idands.  This  was 
oppofed  on  two  grounds;  firft,that 
it  was  contrary  toeftablifhed  prac¬ 
tice  to  oppofe  any  particular  claufe 
in  a  bill  at  the  third  reading,  the 
objection  mult  go  to  the  whole, 
and  not  to  any  particular  part  ; 
and  fecondly  that  the  delay  re¬ 
quired  in  the  operation,  would 
overthrow  the  principle  of  the  bill, 
and  render  it  totally  inefficatious. 
The  motion  was  loft  without  adi- 
vifion  and  the  bill  paffed  of 
courfe. 

The  bill  being  returned  on  the 
next  day  to  the  Commons,  the 
amendments  were  agreed  to,  after 
an  ineffectual  attempt  to  defer  the 
confederation  of  them  \  for  fix 
months.  Thus  was  a  recefs  at 
length  obtained,  after  pufhing  for¬ 
ward  a  multiplicity  of  matter  and 
bufinefs,  fcarcely  ever  known  be¬ 
fore  Chriftmas. 

C  H  A  P. 
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CHAP.  VII.  . 

/ 

Petition  from  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia.  Refolutions  paffed ,  hut  no  hill 
brought  in.  Motion  and  debates  relative  to  a  miff  age  fent  to  the  parlia¬ 
ment  of  Ireland.  Motion  for  the  enquiry  into  the  caufe  of  the  ill  fuccefs 
in  North  America  Great  debates  t  German  treaties  laid  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  produce  long  debates.  Duke  of  Richmond's 
motion  for  an  addrefs  relative  to  the  Gerjnan  treaties .  Great  debates. 
Motion  rejected  Protefl .  Confderable  debates  in  the  Committee  of 

Supply.  Motion  for  extraordinary  expences ,  carried  by  a  great  majority . 
Duke  of  Grafton's  motion  for  an  addrefs  relative  to  the  colonies .  De¬ 
bates  Motion  rejected,  Progrefs  of  the  bill  for  a  militia  in  Scotland . 
Bill  at  length  rejected.  Enquiry  into  licences  granted  to  fbips  bound  to 
North  America.  Speech  from  the  P hrone . 


THE  rapidity  with  which  a 
continued  fucceftionof  bu fi¬ 
nds  was  carried  through,  and  the 
earneftnefs  with  which  matters  of 
great  concern  were  agitated  before 
the  recefs  of  parliament,  occafioned 
our  paffing  overa  petition  from  the 
aTembly  of  Nova  Scotia,  which 
was  prefented  to  each  houfe  at  the 
opening  of  the  feffion.  It  was 
fent  from  that  aft’embly  in  confe- 
quence  of  Lord  North’s  conciliato¬ 
ry  propofition;  and  was  intended, 
by  thofe  who  promoted  it  in  that 
colony,  as  a  pattern  and  precedent 
for  the  reft.  It  was  a  feparate 
propofal,  and  in  that  light  coinci¬ 
ded  with  the  general  policy,  which 
dictated  the  conciliatory  propofi¬ 
tion.  It  feemed  to  propofe  fiome 
revenue  originating  in  the  colo¬ 
nies,  and  to  be  enabled  by  par¬ 
liament  ;  and  though  the  probable 
amount  would  be  inconfiderable, 
yet  the  eftablifhment  of  the  doc¬ 
trine  being  at  that  time  of  more 
confideration  than  the  amount  of 
the  revenue  immediately  to  be  ob¬ 
tained,  the  petition  was  more  fa¬ 
vourably  received  by  adminiftra- 
tion  ;  and  on  the  very  firft  day  of 


the  feftion,  when  the  Speaker  laid 
it  before  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
a  Ihort  day  was  appointed  for  ta¬ 
king  it  into  confideration,  though 
not  without  fome  animadverfion  on 
the  part  ofoppofition,  who  treated 
the  whole  as  one  of  thofe  mean 
contrivances,  by  which  miniftry, 
as  they  faid,  were  in  the  pra&ice 
of  mocking  the  credulity  and  im¬ 
plicit  confidence  of  parliament  ; 
and  they  predicted,  that  it  would 
come  to  the  end  which  was  to  be 
expeCted  from  its  futility,  and  the 
impracticable  nature  of  the  fcheme 
which  it  was  intended  to  execute. 

The  mode  of  granting  a  revenue 
propofed  by  this  a  Terribly,  was  the 
payment  of  fome  fpecific  duty  per 
cent,  upon  the  importation  of  all 
foreign  commodities,  bay  fait  only 
excepted,  by  which  means  the 
amount  of  the  revenue  would  at  all 
times  bear  a  due  relation  and  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  opulence  and  con- 
fumption  of  the  province.  It  was 
intended,  that  thera'ce  of  this  duty 
fhould  in  the  firft  inftance  be  fixed 
by  parliament,  and  afterwards  be 
perpetual  and  unchangeable,  ex¬ 
cepting  only,  that  at  certain  ftated 

times 


izz]  HISTORY 

times  it  was  to  undergo  fuch  regu¬ 
lation,  as  would preferve  the  com¬ 
parative  value  of  money  and  com¬ 
modities  in  its  original  ftate 

When  the  proposition  came  to 
he  debated  in  the  committee,  the 
objections  which  had  been  only 
hinted  the  firft  day,  were  more 
largely  and  ftrongly  enforced. 
Againft  thofe  the  minifters  con¬ 
tended,  that  the  faith  of  the  houfe 
and  nation  obliged  them  to  give  ef¬ 
fect  to  a  plan  jaid  before  them  in 
confequence  of  their  own  refbluti- 
on,  to  which  the  offer  was  fubftan- 
tially  agreeable.  That'the  fmall- 
nefs  of  the  revenue  offered  could 
be  no  objection  ;  that  if  it  was  a 
poor  provision,  it  came  from  a 
poor  province  ;  but  it  would  grow 
with  the  circumftances  of  the 
country  ;  and  under  this  plan  we 
ihould  find  an  advantage  from  the 
prosperity  of  our  colonies  very  dif¬ 
ferent  from  our  former  experience, 
when  we  found  only  an  increafe  of 
infolence,  and  not  of  fupport  and 
fupply,  from  their  increafe  of 
ftrength.  That  the  fidelity  of  par¬ 
liament  to  its  engagements,  and 
the  moderation  of  its  demands, 
would  engage  the  other  colonies  to 
fubmiifion,  and  would  difabufe 
them  with  regard  to  the  violent 
prejudices  inftilled  into  them  by 
their  factious  leaders.  That  more 
favourable  times  and  good  ma¬ 
nagement  would  improve  this  mo¬ 
derate  beginning  into  a  beneficial 
revenue. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  mino¬ 
rity  treated  it  with  the  greateft 
fcorn.  They  laid  it  was  a  thing 
not  fit  to  be  ferioufiv  debated. 
That  if  the  minifters  had  bound 
the  public  faith  to  this  abfnrd  and 
ridiculous  projeCt,  it  was  a  great 
aggravation  of  their  offence  lb  to 
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trifle  with  the  national  honour. 
That  the  old  revenue  which  they 
were  to  give  up,  every  part  of 
which  (except  the  tea-tax)  had 
been  quietly  paid  in  all  the  colo¬ 
nies,  was  of  more  value  than  the 
new  duties  which  were  propofed  to 
be  granted  ;  and  this  was  the  fort 
of  relief  to  the  public  burthens 
fought  by  our  war,  and  by  the 
conciliatory  propofition  which  was 
framed  to  end  it.  They  faid,  that 
the  principle  of  the  tea  tax  conti¬ 
nued  to  haunt  them  in  every  thing 
they  did  ;  for  as  that  tax  drew 
back  a  duty  which  ought  to  be 
paid  here,  in  order  to  impede  a 
fmaller  duty  in  America,  this  was 
exactly  of  the  fame  nature,  but  of 
a  much  wider,  and  of  a  more  mif- 
chievous  extent,  as  it  laid  eight 
per  cent,  not  on  one  article,  but 
on  all  the  certificate  goods  lent 
from  England,  from  which,  to  fa¬ 
cilitate  the  trade  to  the  colonies, 
we  had  drawn  back  all  the  duties 
payable  at  home.  7'hefe,  and  ve¬ 
ry  many  other  objections,  drew 
the  debates  into  length  in  the  com¬ 
mittee  ;  but  the  miniftry,  though 
evidently  embarraffed,  were  re¬ 
vived  to  carry  refolutions  confor¬ 
mable  to  the  petition. 

Many  caufes  concurred  to  leffen 
the  effeCt  of  this  petition  from 
Nova  Scotia.  That  province  had 
coft  government  immenfe  fums  of 
money,  without  its  growth  or  va¬ 
lue  in  any  degree  correfponding 
with  the  expence.  It  was  ftill  un¬ 
equal  to  the  fupport  of  its  own  ci¬ 
vil  government,  the  expence  of 
which  was  annually  granted  by 
parliament  ;  fo  that  the  offer  of  a 
revenue  in  fuch  circumftances, 
however  laudable  the  motives  and 
intention,  carried  in  fome  degree 
a  ludicrous  appearance.  As  it  was 
'  alfo 
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alfo  under  the  influence  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  power,  it  aCts  could  not  be 
fuppofed  to  carry  any  great  weight 
as  an  example,  with  thofe  colonies 
who  abhorred  fuch  an  appearance, 
and  whofe  prefect  troubles  arofe 
from  a  defence  of  their  civil  immu¬ 
nities  and  conflitution. 

The  petition  befides  contained  a 
long  catalogue  of  grievances,  the 
redrefs  of  which  was  as  earnestly 
prefted,  though  in  more  fupplicant 
language,  as  a  funilar  redrefs  had 
been  by  the  other  provinces,  and 
feemed  in  fome  degree  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  conditional  and  necena- 
ry,  towards  the  eftablifhment  of  a 
permanent  connexion,  and  for  re¬ 
taining  the  affection  and  obedience 
of  the  people.  The  a  {Terribly  alfo 
preffed  rnoft  earneflly,  that  when 
at  any  timefuture  exigencies  fhould 
require  further  fupplies,  the  requi- 
fition  (hould  be  made  in  the  uiual 
manner  formerly  praClifed,  where- 
by  they  might  have  an  opportunity 
of  fhewing  their  duty  and  attach¬ 
ment,  their  fenfe  of  the  caule  for 
which  it  was  made,  and  by  that 
means,  and  that  only,  ot  render¬ 
ing  the  fovereign  acquainted  with 
the  true  fenfe  of  his  people  in  that 
diftant  part  of  his  dominions.  So 
that  upon  the  whole,  excepting  the 
profeifion  of  fubmiffion  to  the  fu~ 
preme  legiflature,  which  had  only 
of  late  been  a  quefcion  any  where, 
and  thepropofal  of  a  duty,  which 
feemed  little  more  than  a  commer¬ 
cial  regulation,  this  petition  did 
not  contain  any  thing  effentially 
different  from  the  former  applica¬ 
tions  of  other  colonies. 

Refoiutions  to  the 
following  pui 
were  however  prcpofed  by  the  mi- 
nifler,  and  paflfed  in  a  committee, 
as  foundations  for  an  intended  bill ; 
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viz.  That  the  propofal  of  a  poun¬ 
dage  duty,  ad  valorem*  upon  all 
commodities  imported,  (bay  fait 
excepted)  not  being  the  produce  of 
the  Britiih  dominions  in  Europe  or 
America,  to  bedifpofed  of  by  par¬ 
liament,  ibould  be  excepted,  and 
the  duty  fixed  at  81.  per  cent,  up¬ 
on  all  (uch  commodities.  That  as 
foon  as  the  neceilary  acls  for  that 
purpofe  were  palled  by  the  aflem- 
bly  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  had  re¬ 
ceived  the  royal  approbation,  all 
other  taxes  and  duties  in  that  pro¬ 
vince  fhouldceafe  and  be  difconti- 
nued,  and  no  others  laid  on,  while 
thofe  aCls  continued  in  force,  ex¬ 
cepting  only  luch  duties  as  were 
found  neceffary  for  the  regulation 
of  commerce,  the  nett  produce  of 
which  were  to  be  carried  to  the  ac¬ 
count  of  the  province.  And  to 
admit  an  importation  into  that  pro¬ 
vince  of  wines,  oranges,  lemons, 
currants,  and  raifins,  direCtly  from 
the  place  of  their  growth  and  pro¬ 
duce. 


This  relaxation  of  the  ACt  of 
Navigation,  though  not  very  con- 
fiderahlc,  was  intended  to  fhew 
the  favourable  difpofstion  of  par¬ 
liament  towards  this  province, 
which  had  fet  fo  laudable  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  obedience  ,  and  feemed 
to  holdout  to  the  colonies  in  ge¬ 
neral,  an  enlargement  of  com¬ 
merce,  as  a  compensation  for  their 
acceding  to  the  conciliatory  refo- 
lution.  Indeed  much  attention  was 
paid  to  this  petition,  as  forming  a 
model  for  future  taxation,  and 
proving,  what  had  been  denied, 
that  the  fyftem  of  the  conciliatory 
propofilion  was  not  impracticable. 
Serious  hopes  were  entertained  of 
its  effeCt  until  it  had  palled  the 
committee.  But  it  feemed  as  if 
the  pacific  fyltem,  in  which  this 

was 


124]  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


was  confidered  as  a  leading  part, 
was  about  that  time  laid  afide. 
Whatever  the  caufe  might  have 
been,  to  the  furprize  of  many, 
the  whole  matter  was  fuffered  to 
die  away  ;  no  bill  was  brought  in, 
and  the  petition  was  heard  no  more 
of  after  the  holidays. 

The  firft  public  matter  of  any 
confequence  that  was  brought  for¬ 
ward  after  the  recefs,  related  to  a 
late  meafure  of  government  in  Ire¬ 
land.  To  explain  this  matter,  it 
will  be  neceffary  to  take  notice, 
that  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  of  that 
kingdom,  had  in  the  prefent  fef- 
fion  of  parliament  there,  fent  a 
written  meflage  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  containing  a  requisi¬ 
tion  in  the  King’s  name,  of  4000 
additional  troops  from  that  king¬ 
dom  for  the  American  fervice,  and 
a  promife  under  the  fame  autho¬ 
rity,  that  they  fhouid  not  continue 
a  charge  upon  that  eftablifhment 
during  their  abfence  ;  with  a  pro- 
pofal,  that  for  the  fecurity  and 
protection  of  that  kingdom,  it  was 
his  Majefty’s  intention,  if  defired 
by  them,  to  replace  thofe  forces 
with  an  equal  number  of  foreign 
proteftant  troops  ;  and  a  further 
promife,  that  the  charge  of  thofe 
troops  fhouid  be  alfo  defrayed 
without  any  expence  to  that  coun¬ 
try. 

We  fliall  juft  obferve,  that  the 
Commons  of  Ireland  granted  the 
4000  troops  which  were  demand¬ 
ed;  but  that  notwithftanding  the 
naked  and  defencelefs  ftate  in  which 
that  kingdom  was  left  expofed, 
and  the  irrefiftible  force,  with 
which  adminiftration  carried  all 
other  queftions  through  that  aflem- 
bly,  the  meafure  of  accepting  the 
foreign  troops,  was,  however, 
deemed  fo  dangerous,  and  was  fo 


generally  odious,  as,  after  great 
debates,  and  the  moft  vigorous 
exertions  in  its  fupport,  to  be  re¬ 
jected  by  a  confiderable  majority. 
And  that  to  remedy  the  weaknefs 
occafioned  by  the  prefent,  as  well 
as  the  former,  great  and  continu¬ 
al  drain  of  their  {landing  forces, 
an  attempt  was  made,  by  thofe 
who  are  called  the  patriotic  party 
in  that  country,  to  embody  the 
militia  ;  a  meafure  much  more 
difagreeable  to  government,  than 
even  the  rejeClion  of  theHeftian  or 
Hanoverian  forces,  and  which  was 
accordingly  counteracted  with  ef¬ 
fect  . 

It  is  fufficiently  obvious,  that 
the  engagement  for  the  difpofal  of 
the  public  money,  included  in  the 
foregoing  meflage,  without  the 
confent  or  knowledge  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  Houfe  of  Commons,  was  what 
rendered  this  fubjeCt  a  matter  of 
difcuffion  in  that  body,  ,  . 

Mr.  Thomas  Townf-  Feo;  '5th- 
hend  introduced  it  as  a  *77  ♦ 
breach  of  privilege,  and  ftated  his 


complaint  in  the  following  words  ; 
“  That  the  Earl  of  Harcourt,* 
Lord  Lieutenant  General,  and 
General  Governor  of  Ireland,  did, 
on  the  23d  day  of  November  laft, 
in  breach  of  the  privilege,  and  in 
derogation  of  the  honour  and  au¬ 
thority  of  this  Houfe,  fend  a  writ¬ 
ten  meflage  to  the  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons  of  the  parliament  of  Ireland, 
figned  with  his  own  hand,  to  the 
following  effeCt*”  having  then  re¬ 
cited  the  meflage,  he  moved,  that 
a  commute  be  appointed  to  enquire 
into  the  matter  of  the  faid  com¬ 
plaint, and  ro  report  the  fame,  as  it 
ill  a  1 1  appear  to  them,  to  the  Houfe. 

This  gentleman  fupported  his 
motion  with  great  ability,  and  was 
equally  wellfecondedby  his  friends. 

They 
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They  maintained,  that  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  that  houfe,  though  ap¬ 
plied  to  themfelves  individually  or 
collectively  in  a  more  confined 
fenfe,  were  the  indubitable  right 
of  all  the  Commons  of  England, 
who  had  one  general  intereft  in 
them.  That  though  each  of  ihele 
was  an  objeCt  of  confederation, 
they  all  funk  to  a  very  inferior  de¬ 
gree  of  importance,  when  at  all 
placed  in  oppofition  to,  or  com¬ 
pared  with,  that  ineftimable  privi¬ 
lege,  the  power  of  granting  mo¬ 
ney,  of  holding  the  purfe  of  their 
conftituents,  and  of  guarding  it 
from  the  hands  of  violence,  art, 
or  fraud.  This  was  a  truft  of  the 
firft  magnitude,  which,  in  fact, 
included  every  other  ;  for  while 
that  was  preferved  inviolate,  the 
crown  would  remain  under  t  he  con- 
flitutional  controul  of  parliament  , 
but  whenever  that  was  wrefted  by 

J 

open  force,  defeated  by  indirect 
means,  or  done  away  by  fraud, 
the  liberties  and  privileges  of  the 
people  would  be  tor  ever  annihi¬ 
lated.  They  fhewed  the  wile, 
commendable,  and  well-founded 
jealoufy  fhewn  by  the  Commons, 
when  at  any  time,  even  the  other 
houfe  had  interfered  in  the  fmal- 
left  degree  with  that  great  privi¬ 
lege  ;  but  that  when  any  attempts 
of  the  fort  were  made  by  the 
crown,  or  by  its  minifterial  agents, 
they  immediately  caught  theaiarm ; 
and  however  they  were  before  di¬ 
vided,  had,  at  all  times,  uniform¬ 
ly  united,  as  if  actuated  by  one 
foul,  in  refitting  the  fmalleit  en¬ 
croachment  upon  their  power  of 
granting  or  refufing  their  own  mo¬ 
ney,  and  that  of  their  conftituents. 

They  faid,  that  the  rneflage  in 
cjueftion  prefented  feveral  faces, 
and  contained  matters  of  the  molt 
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fufpicious  and  alarming  nature* 
That  if  the  conditions  it  held  out 
had  been  accepted,  the  parliament 
of  England  would  have  been  pledg¬ 
ed  to  that  of  Ireland  for  the  pay- 
mant  of  8000  men,  only  to  have 
the  ufe  of  4000  ;  fo  that  Ireland 
was  to  be  bribed  into  an  accept¬ 
ance  of  this  inlidious  bargain,  by 
retaining  her  ufual  eftablifhment 
as  to  number,  while  fhe  was  to  be 
eafed  of  one  third  of  the  burthen. 
That  fuch  a  propofition  could  only 
have  originated  from  the  word  de- 
figns,  as  t fie  ablurdity,  they  faid, 
was  too  glaring  to  be  charged  to 
any  degree  of  folly.  But  that  the 
nature  of  the  bargain  was  a  matter 
of  little  confequence,  when  put  in 
competition  with  that  double  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  conftitution,  that  da¬ 
ring  temerity,  of  engaging  for  the 
payment  of  great  fums  of  money, 
and  venturing  to  propofe  the  in¬ 
troduction  of  foreign  forces,  with¬ 
out  the  confent  of  parliament. 

Some  gentlemen  went  fo  far  as 
to  fay,  that  no  doubt  could  be  en¬ 
tertained  of  the  deligns  from 
whence  tbefe  propofilions  origi¬ 
nated.  One  was  an  experiment 
on  the  (rilE  parliament,  to  try  if  it 
could  be  induced  to  confent  to  the 
reception  of  foreign  troope,  there¬ 
by  to  eftablifh  a  precedent  which 
might  be  afterwards  applied  to 
other  purpofes.  The  other  alfo 
had  its  fixed  objeCt.  It  was  a 
feheme,  they  faid,  however  deep, 
formed  on  very  fimple  principles, 
and  went  direCtly  to  veil  in  the 
crown  the  virtual  power  of  taxing, 
as  opportunity  might  ferve,  both 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  In 
Ireland,  the  minifter  was  to  be 
taught  to  afk  fome  favour  ;  then 
England  was  to  be  pledged.  In 
England  again,  when  fuch  cir- 

cumilances 
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cumftances  occurred,  as  rendered 
the  attempt  impracticable.  Ire¬ 
land  was  to  be  taxed,  to  maintain 
the  fupremacy  of  the  Britifh  iegii- 
lature.  In  the  mean  time,  it  pre¬ 
pared  the  minds  of  the  people, 
and  habituated  them  to  fuch  no¬ 
tions,  as  would  by  degrees  be  the 
means  of  reducing  the  parliament 
of  each  to  be  the  mere  inftrumen- 
tal  agents  of  the  crown,  without 
the  leaft  degree  of  will  or  inde- 
pendence  whatever. 

Adminiilration  Teemed  in  an 
odd  location  upon  this  attack. 
The  matter  was  ferious  ;  the  of- 
fer  of  introducing  foreign  troops 
without  the  previous  confent  of 
parliament,  indeed  to  introduce 
them  at  all  as  a  permanent  part  of 
our  military  efiablifhment,  could 
not  be  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
the  conftitution  and  fafety  of  thefe 
kingdoms.  On  this  occafion,  no 
final  1  marks  of  want  of  concert 
and  fyltem  appeared,  in  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  meafure  was  ex¬ 
plained  or  defended  in  the  debate. 
The  minifter  difavowed  thofe  fpe- 
cific  inffruCtions,  upon  which  it 
wasfuppofed  the  mefiage  muff  have 
been  founded  ;  but  acknowledged 
his  general  co-operation,  in  mat¬ 
ters  relative  to  the  government  of 
Ireland.  Both  he,  and  another 
Lord,  lately  come  into  adminiitra- 
tion,  difcluimed  all  refponfibihty 
whatever,  for  the  conduct  of  his 
Majefty’s  fervants  in  that  kingdom. 
They  faid  in  general,  crfeparate- 
iy,  that  the  Viceroy  might  have 
miftaken,  or  exceeded  his  inftruc- 
tions  ;  that  he  might  not  have  con¬ 
veyed  his  meaning  in  the  cleared: 
terms  ;  but  that  there  was  no  re¬ 
lation  between  the  Britifh  miniftry 
and  the  King's  fervants  in  that 
country,  which  rendered  the  for¬ 
mer  in  any  degree  accountable  for 
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thefe  matters,  and  confequently 
they  could  not  be  affeCted  by  any 
cenfure  grounded  upon  them. 
They,  however,  jultified  the  firfl 
proportion  in  the  meffage,  as  re¬ 
ferring  to  the  promife  which  the 
King  had  made  to  the  parliament 
of  Ireland,  that  12000  of  the  for¬ 
ces  on  that  efiablifhment,  ihoulci 
always  be  left  for  the  defence  of 
the  kingdom.  In  that  fenfe,  they 
faid,  the  propofal  was  flriCtly  de- 
fenfibie,  and  came  clearly  and  le¬ 
gally  within  the  conftitutional  ex- 
ercife  of  the  regal  power.  As  to 
the  fecond  proportion,  it  was  al¬ 
lowed,  that  the  paying  for  8000 
men,  when  4000  only  were  ob¬ 
tained,  appeared  to  be  extremely 
uneconomical  j  that  however,  if 
the  men  could  not  be  obtained  up¬ 
on  better  terms,  the  meafure  was 
defenlible  on  the  ground  of  necef- 
fity  ;  and  if  there  were  alfo  fuffi- 
cient  reafons  for  thinking  it  better 
to  employ  natives  than  foreigners 
in  North  America,  they  would  be 
a  juflihcation  of  the  latter  part  of 
the  fame  proportion. 

Whiift  the  official  minifter  flood 
on  this  ground,  a  totally  different 
mode  of  defence  was  adopted  by 
feveral  of  thofe  who  are  vulgarly 
known  under  the  denomination  of 
King’s  friends.  Some  of  thefe 
maintained  the  high  prerogative 
right,  of  introducing  foreign  forces 
into  any  part  of  the  dominions, 
whenever  the  exigencies  of  flats 
rendered  it  expedient  or  neceffary, 
They  alfo  infifted,  that  the  mef¬ 
fage  was  worded  in  a  manner  per¬ 
fectly  agreeable  to  official  ufage  5 
that  the  King  had  a  right  to  bind 
himfelf  by  promife  to  his  Irifli  par¬ 
liament,  and  to  make  the  prefent 
application  for  a  releafe  from  that 
promife.  That  the  meafure  was 
in  exaCt  conformity  with,  or  more 

properly 
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properly  a  part,  of  thofe  undoubt¬ 
ed  branches  of  the  prerogative,  by 
which  the  crown  railed  troops  of 
its  own  will,  and  then  applied  to 
parliament  for  their  payment,  or 
entered  into  treaties,  for  the  fame 
purpofe,  with  foreign  princes,  and 
pledged  it  for  a  due  performance 
of  the  articles. 

'  Some  others  on  the  fame  fidef, 
not  fatisfied  with  endeavouring  by 

4_>  J 

explanation  to  weaken  what  was 
faid  by  the  mover  to  be  the  obvi¬ 
ous  fenfe  of  the  words,  attempted 
boldly  to  prove,  that  the  meffage 
meant  the  direct  reverfe.  Thefe 
contended,  rather  ludicroufly  e- 
nough,  that  the  whole  parliament 
of  Ireland,  had  not  only  totally 
mifunderlfood  the  meaning  of  the 
meffage,  and  mifconceived  the 
Lord  Lieutenant’s  intentions,  but 
that  they  had  gone  through  a  fe- 
ries  of  public  bulinefs  founded  up¬ 
on  that  deception  and  error,  with¬ 
out  the  fmalleft  light  being  offered 
by  the  nobleman  in  queftion, 
though  the  Speaker  had,  at  the 
head  of  tlie  rloufe  of  Commons, 
made  a  public  declaration  of  his 
and  their  blindnefs  in  his  prefence. 
It  is  very  difficult,  to  reconcile  the 
grounds  of  thefe fevera!  arguments ; 
and  this  laft,  of  fuppofing  that  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  and  the  whole 
Irifh  legiflature  were  miftaken  in 
the  fubjett  of  a  meffage  fent  by  the 
one,  and  received  and  anfwered  by 
the  other,  was  fcarcely  luitable  to 
fo  important  a  matter. 

Some  of  the  gentlemen  in  oppo- 
fition  confidered  the  bulinefs  as  of 
fomewhat  a  1  el s  dangerous  nature, 
from  the  fcheme’s  not  being  car¬ 
ried  into  execution  They  held, 
that  the  fpirit  and  magnanimiry  of 
Ireland,  in  rejecting  the  foreign 
troops,  and  in  refuting  to  accept 


the  offer  for  leffeoing  her  own 
burthen  by  throwing  a  part  of  it 
upon  Great  Britain,  had  already 
obviated  the  mifchievous  tendency 
of  that  meafure  ;  fo  that  the  only 
objeft  of  cenfure  now  remaining, 
was  the  evil  intention  trom  which 
it  originated.  They  alfo  held, 
that  the  whole  weight  of  the  cen- 
lure  would  fall  upon  the  Lord 
Lieutenant,  who  was  merely  mi- 
nifterial  in  the  bulinefs,  while 
thole  who  were  really  culpable, 
would  not  only  pafs  untouched, 
but  very  poffiblv,  from  feme 
crooked  motive  of  policy,  might 
rejoice  in  the  ill-placed  effedf. 
After  very  conliderable  debates, 
the  queftion  being  put  near  twelve 
at  night,  the  motion  for  a  com¬ 
mittee  was  rejected  upon  a  divisi¬ 
on,  by  a  majority  of  224  to  106. 

A  motion  was  then  made  for 
laying  the  votes  of  the  Irifh  Com¬ 
mons,  of  fome  fpecified  dates,  and 
relative  to  this  bufinefs,  before  the 
houfe,  which  paffed  in  the  nega¬ 
tive  without  a  divifion.  This  was 
fucceeded  by  the  following  motion, 

“  That  it  is  highly  derogatory  to  * 
the  honour,  and  a  violent  breach 
of  the  privileges  of  this  houfe,  and 
a  dangerous  infringement  of  the 
canftitution,  for  any  perfon  what¬ 
ever  to  prefume  to  pledge  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  royal  word  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  “  That  any  part  of  the 
troops  upon  the  eftablifhment  of 
that  kingdom  fhall,  upon  being 
fent  out  of  that  kingdom,  become 
a  charge  upon  Great  Britain,” 
without  the  confent  of  this  houfe  ; 
or  for  any  perfon  to  prefume  to  of¬ 
fer  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons  of 
the  parliament  of  Ireland,  without 
the  confent  of  this  houfe,  “  That 
fuch  national  troops,  fo  fent  out  of 

Ireland, 


128]  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


Ireland,  fhall  be  replaced  by  fo¬ 
reign  troops,  at  the  expence  of 
Great  Britain.”  The  motion  for 
this  refolution  was  loft,  by  putting 
the  previous  queftion,  without  a 
divifion . 

,  In  a  few  days  after  Mr. 
2  o  t  h  J  . 

Fox  made  a  motion, 

That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee 
to  enquire  into  the  caufes  of  the 
ill  fuccefs  of  his  Majefty’s  arms  in 
North  America,  as  alfo,  into  the 
caufes  of  the  defection  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  province  of  Quebec. 
This  gentleman  introduced  and 
fupported  his  motion  with  his  ufual 
great  ability.  He  declined,  he 
laid,  for  the  prefent,  to  enter  into 
any  recapitulation  of  the  caufes  of 
the  unhappy  difpute  with  Ameri¬ 
ca,  He  fhould  not  develope  that 
fyftem,  from  whence  the  meafures 
now  carrying  on  were  fuppofed  to 
originate.  He  fhould  forbear  to 
animadvert  upon  a  fyftem,  that  in 
its  principles,  complexion,  and 
every  condiment  part,  gave  the 
fulleftand  moft  unequivocal  proofs, 
that  its  ultimate  defign  was  the 
total  deftruCtion  of  the  conftituti- 
cn  of  this  free  form  of  govern¬ 
ment.  Thefe  were  afiertions  that 
might  be  difputed.  JHe  wifhed  to 
draw  their  attention  to  certain 
well-known,  indifputable,  uncon¬ 
trovertible  faffs.  Upon  the  fame 
principle  he  declined  entering  into 
any  of  the  queftions  ot  right  or 
claims  on  either  fide.  He  did  not 
mean  to  controvert  the  expedien¬ 
cy,  practicability,  nor  a  fingle 
minifterial  ground,  on  which  the 
prefent  meafures  refpeCting  Ame¬ 
rica  were  taken  up,  purfued,  or 
defended.  He  would  even,  for 
argument  fake,  allow  for  the  pre¬ 
terit,  that  adminiftration  had  aCted 
perfectly  right.  But  all  thefe  mat¬ 


ters  being  admitted  in  their  favour, 
and  the  ground  cleared  in  ail  other 
refpeCts,  he  would  examine,  from 
the  time  that  coercive  meafures 
had  been  adopted,  the  means  that 
had  been  ufed  for  giving  them  ef¬ 
fect. 

He  intended  to  commence  his 
propofed  enquiry  at  the  time, 
when  the  minifter,  in  the  month  of 
February,  1774,  propofed  to  the 
houfe  certain  refolutions,  as  a 
ground  of  complaint,  which  he 
followed  with  the  Bofton  Fort  Bill. 
This  he  fixed  as  the  xra,  when 
coercive  meafures  were  undeniably 
determined  upon.  He  grounded 
his  motion  on  the  clear  and  pofi- 
tive  afiertion,  and  repeatedly  ac¬ 
knowledged  faff,  that  there  had 
been  mifmanagement,  mifconduCt, 
incapacity,  or  negleCt,  fome- 
wherej  and  fupported  its  propriety 
and  neceffity,  upon  the  fimple  al¬ 
ternative,  that  thefe  faults,  and 
their  confequent  evils,  muft  be 
imputed  either  to  our  minifters  at 
home,  or  to  our  military  com¬ 
manders  abroad  ;  either  the  for¬ 
mer  had  planned  meafures  which 
were  impracticable,  or  if  practica¬ 
ble,  had  not  afforded  them  the  ne- 
ceffary  ^fupport,  or  elfe  the  latter 
had  failed  in  carrying  them  into 
execution,  and  were  incapable  of 
doing  their  duty  ;  in  either  cafe, 
it  was  fit  to  know  where  the  fault 
lay;  or  if  it  was  fhared  between 
them,  it  was  abfolutely  neceftarv, 
before  it  was  too  late,  and  the  na¬ 
tion  fell  a  victim  to  mifconduCt  and 
incapacity,  that  the  houfe  fhould 
be  fully  informed  on  the  fubjeCt, 
and  enabled  to  remedy  the  evil, 
by  being  rendered  fenfible,  that 
the  one  were  as  unfit  to  deliberate 
and  determine,  as  the  other  to 
perform  or  carry  into  execution. 

He 
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He  hoped,  that  as  he  had  made 
fuch  conceftions,  in  dropping  all 
other  fubjecls  of  difpute,  in  order 
to  Amplify  the  immediate  queftion, 
and  lay  its  objefts  nakedly,  and 
abftrafted  from  all  other  matter 
before  them,  as  he  had  drawn  a 
line  between,  and  intended  totally 
to  ieparate  meafures  from  men, 
that  no  independent  gentleman 
would  refufe  to  concur  in  the  en¬ 
quiry.  Indeed  he  did  not  fee  up¬ 
on  what  principal  any  gentleman 
in  that  character  could  oppofe  it; 
and  infilled,  that  if  the  minifters 
were  not  confcious  of  being  culpa¬ 
ble  in  the  higheft  degree,  they 
would  rejoice  at  fuch  an  opportu¬ 
nity  of  vindicating  their  conduct 
to  the  public,  and  of  letting  them 
fee,  that  our  prefent  national  dif- 
graces,  and  misfortunes,  and  the 
mifapplication  of  that  fupport 
which  they  had  fo  liberally  given, 
were  not  owing  to  their  ignorance, 
incapacity,  or  want  of  integrity. 
Public  juftice  demanded  fuch  an 
enquiry.  The  individuals  on 
whom  the  obloquy  relied,  were  en¬ 
titled  to  be  heard  in  their  own  de¬ 
fence.  To  withhold  the  informa¬ 
tion  necefiary  to  their  juftification, 
would  be  an  infult  on  the  nation, 
as  well  as  an  aft  of  private  injus¬ 
tice.  None  but  the  guilty  could 
wifh  to  evade  it.  None  of  our 
commanders  by  fea  or  land,  could 
be  fure  of  preserving  their  honour 
for  a  Angle  moment,  if  they  were 
to  be  buried  under  public  difgrace, 
in  order  to  hide,  proteft,.  or  palli¬ 
ate,  the  ignorance,  blunders,  and 
incapacity  of  others. 

He  entered  into  a  fbort  but  cern- 
prehenAve  detail  of  the  meafures 
which  had  hitherto  been  purfued 
in  Supporting  the  plan  of  coercion, 
in  which  he  drew  in  the  moll 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


glowing  colours,  and  placed  in  the 
ftrongeft  lights,  fuch  representa¬ 
tions  of  what,  he fliled ,  folly  in  the 
cabinet,  ignorance  in  office,  ina¬ 
bility  in  framing,  and  mifeonduft 
in  executing,  Vv’ith  fuch  a  Shameful 
and  Servile  acquiefcence  in  parlia¬ 
ment,  as,  he  Said,  had  never  be¬ 
fore  difgraced  the  councils  of  this 
or  perhaps  any  other  country. 
Upon  the  whole,  he  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  pointed  and  Severe  upon  the 
miniilers,  and  little  lefs  So,  with 
refpeft  to  the  body  which  he  was 
addrefling. 

Adminillration  Seemed  exceed¬ 
ingly  embarrafled  in  this  debate, 
and  as  little  united  as  in  the  for¬ 
mer.  The  weight  of  defence,  or 
of  evading  the  enquiry,  fell  prin¬ 
cipally  upon  the  gentlemen  in  in¬ 
ferior  and  lefs  refponflble  offices  ; 
the  minifter  himfelf  not  riflng  un¬ 
til  the  clofe  of  the  debate.  A  no¬ 
ble  Lord,  under  the  description  we 
have  mentioned,  moved  the  pre¬ 
vious  queftion  early  in  the  debate, 
which  did  not,  however,  leflen  its*, 
extent,  or  Shorten  its  duration. 
The  topics  ufed  in  the  Speech  from 
the  throne,  furnifhed  the  principal 
argument  againft  the  motion. 
The  court  party  admitted  that  lit¬ 
tle  had  been  done,  great  Ioffes  had 
been  fuftained,  and  errors  appa¬ 
rently  of  no  frnall  magnitude  com¬ 
mitted.  But  the  fault  lay ,  where 
the  puniiliment  would  finally  fall, 
not  in  the  minifters,  but  in  the 
rebels.  The  Americans  had  taken 
an  unworthy  and  bafe  advantage 
of  the  clemency,  and  defire  of 
conciliation,  by  which  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  was  actuated  ;  whilft  we,  un¬ 
willing  to  proceed  to  the  rigours 
of  puniiliment,  were  propofing 
terms  of  mutual  advantage,  and 
endeavouring  to  eftablifh  a  lading 

[  /  ]  harmony, 
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harmony,  they  were  ftrengthening 
themfelves  in  rebellion,  and  ma¬ 
king  every  preparation  for  war. 
Thus  was  ^  feafon  for  effectual  co¬ 
ercion  unfortunately  loft  ;  but  in  a 
manner  that  will  ever  do  honour 
to  our  national  character,  and  con¬ 
vince  all  mankind  of  the  lenity, 
forbearance,  and  temperate  juftiee 
of  our  government; ' whilft  it  equal¬ 
ly  (hews  the  incorrigible  turpitude 
of  our  rebellious  colonifts. 

Others  faid,  that  as  affairs  in 
America  were  totally  changed,  fo 
was  likewife,  and  with  propriety 
the  conduct  of  government.  Till 
the  fword  was  drawn,  conciliatory 
meafures  were  purfued*  as  foon  as 
the  event  took  place,  we  adopted 
the  moil:  effectual  means  of  coer¬ 
cion,  which  would  be  fteadily  per- 
fevered  in  till  the  end  was  accom- 
plifhed.  That  it  was  unfair,  to 
iiate  objefticns  againft  the  conduct 
of  adminiflration  in  the  early  ftages 
of  this  bufinefs,  which  were  only 
applicable  to  a  ftate  of  hoftility  and 
open  rebellion  5  that  what  was  wif- 
dom  in  the  former  fitu&tion,  would 
be  treachery  or  madnefs  in  the 
latter.  And  that  government  was 
already  taking  the  moft  effectual 
and  decifive  meafures,  to  remedy 
thofe  very  evils  which  were  the 
propofed  objects  of  cenfure. 

It  was  belkles  faid,  that  if  fuch 
an  enquiry  were  at  all  neceffary, 
this  was  not  the  proper  feafon.  It 
fhould  be  deferred  till  the  end  o1\ 
the  war,  when  there  fhould  be  lei- 
fure  and  opportunity  for  fuch  an 
iriveftigation.  Several  of  thofe 
who  were  the  objects  of  enquiry, or 
whofe  teflimony  would  be  neceffa¬ 
ry,  were  not  in  the  kingdom  ; 
they  were  now  fulfilling  their  duty 
in  America  ;  firenuoufly  endea¬ 
vouring  to  remedy  all  evils,  to  re¬ 


move  all  caufes  of  complaint,  and 
to  atone  for  pa  ft  errors,  if  any  had 
been  committed.  It  was  alfo  con¬ 
tended,  that  as  a  change  of  mea- 
fures  had  been  announced  from  the 
throne,  it  would  be  highly  difre- 
fpedtftd  and  improper  to  enter  in¬ 
to  fuch  an  examination,  until  thofe 
meafures  were  tried  and  the  event 
known. 

Several,  however,* on  the  fame 
fide,,  joined  the  minority  in  fevere- 
ly  cenfuring  the  condudt  hitherto 
puriued;  but  congratulated  them¬ 
felves  on  the  prefent  change  of 
fyftem,  and  the  happy  confluen¬ 
ces  which  they  expected  from  fo 
vigorous  a  fcheme  of  coercion. 
The  previous  queftron  being  at 
length  put,  at  near  three  in  the 
morning,  the  motion  was  rejedled 
upon  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
240, to  104. 

The  treaties  lately  entered  into 
between  his  Majefty,  the  Land¬ 
grave  of  Heffe-Caffel,  the  Duke 
of  Brurffwick,  and  the  hereditary 
Prince  of  Heffe-Caffel,  for  the 
hiring  of  different  bodies  of  their 
troops  for  the  American  fervice, 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  about 
17000  men,  having  been  laid  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe,  and  a  p  ,  * 

motion  being  made  by  y 

the  minifier  for  refering  them  to 
the  Committee  of  Supply,  this 
matter  became  a  fubjedt  of  very 
confiderable  debate. 

The  meafure  in  general  of  pro¬ 
curing  foreign  troops  was  fupport- 
ed,  on  the  neceffity  of  reducing 
America,  and  the  total  impracti¬ 
cability,  which  had  already  been 
fully  experienced,  of  raifing  by 
any  means,  and  in  any  degree,  a 
fufficient  number  cf  levies  within 
thefe  kingdoms  for  that  purpofe. 
It  was,  however,  further  contend- 
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ed,  that  if  fuch  forces  could  have 
been  raifed  at  home,  and  even  to 
the  amount  fuppofed  neceiTary  in 
point  of  number,  it  could  not  be 
expe&ed,  that  raw  and  undifci- 
plined  troops,  who  had  never  feen 
any  fervice,  and  who  were  not  yet 
hardened  to  any  change  of  food, 
climate,  or  habits  of  life,  could 
anfwer  the  purpofe  fo  well,  as 
tried  experienced  veterans,  whofe 
conflitutional  habits  were  already 
formed,  as  well  as  their  military. 
To  thefe  was  added,  the  great  lofs 
which  the  withdrawing  fo  many 
hands  from  hulbandry  and  manu¬ 
factures  would  be  to  the  nation. 
And  it  was  alfo  remembered,  that 
the  expence  in  that  cafe  would  not 
end  with  the  war;  but  that  the 
nation  would  be  faddled  with  the 
heavy  and  lading  incumbrance,  of 
the  half-pay  eftablifhment  of  near 
thirty  battalions.  So  that  in  every 
point  of  view,  whether  -  confidered 
with  refpeCl  to  general  policy,  or 
national  expediency,  the  prefent 
treaties  would  be  found  equally 
prudent  and  neceffary. 

It  then  only  remained  to  be  con¬ 
fidered,  whether  thefe  treaties  were 
conduced  with  all  the  judgment, 
and  managed  with  all  the  fruga¬ 
lity,  that  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
would  admit.  With  refpeCt  to  this 
point,  if  the  neceffity  was  admitted, 
which  it  was  prefumed  no  body 
would  attempt  to  controvert,  it 
would  of  courfe  be  acknowledged, 
that  the  troops  mult  be  obtained 
at  any  price,  and  upon  any  terms, 
which  did  not  exceed  in  extent  or 
value  the  urgency  of  the  demand. 
This  however,  they  faid,  was 
not  the  cafe,  and  the  terms  wCrefo 
far  from  being  proportioned  to  the 
necelfity,  that  they  were  fubltan- 
tially  the  fame  with  ihofe  of  for- 
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mer  treaties,  by  which  we  ob¬ 
tained  troops  for  purpofes  of  infi¬ 
nitely  lefs  national  importance 
than’  the  prefent.  But,  even  fup- 
poling  that  the  cafe  had  been  other- 
wife,  and  that  the  prefent  terms 
had  not  been  fo  advantageous  as 
thofe  upon  feme  former  occafions, 
but  bore  fome  relation  to  the  ne¬ 
ceffity  ;  fliil  they  infilled,  that 
the  meafures  would  have  been  high¬ 
ly  prudent  and  ceconomical,  and 
that  confidering  merely  the  point 
of  expence,  it  would  be  found  that 
the  foreign  troops  were  obtained 
much  cheaper  than  home  levies, 
fu ppoling  they  could  be  procured 
as  ufual.  They  clofed  thefe  argu¬ 
ments  by  obferving,  that  this  tnea- 
lure  was  no  matter  of  furprize  or 
novelty,  as  we  had  at  all  times 
been  under  a  necelfity  of  employ¬ 
ing  foreigners  in  our  wars. 

On  the  other  fide,  this  meafure 
was  reprobated  in  all  its  parts. 
The  neceffity  ahfolutely  denied. 
We  forced  on,  faid  they,  a  civil  war 
moft^antonly,  and  this  was  one  of 
the  hrft  of  its  alarming  and  ruinous 
confequences.  Great  Britain,  they 
faid,  was  now  difgraced  in  the 
eyes  of  all  Europe,  to  anfwer  pur¬ 
pofes  apparently  of  her  power  and 
dominion,  but  in  reality  of  her 
fubjeCtion  and  fervitude  She  was 
to  be  impoverilbed,  and  what  was 
fliil  perhaps  worfe,  file  was  com¬ 
pelled  to  degrade  herfelf,  by  ap¬ 
plying  in  the  moll  mortifying  and 
humiliating  manner  to  the  petty 
Princes  of  Germany  for  fuccours 
againtl  her  own  fubjeCts,  and  fub- 
mitting  to  indignities  never  before 
prefcribed  to  a  crowned  head,  pre- 
liding  over  fo  great  and  powerful 
a  nation.  In  fupport  of  thefe  po- 
fitions,  they  took  the  treaties  to 
pieces,  and  pointed  out,  as  objec- 
[  f  ]  2  tionabl© 
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tionable,.  the  following  parts ; — 
That  the  troops  were  to  epterinto 
pay  before  they  began  to  march  ; 
a  thing  never  known  before.  That 
levy-money  was  to  be  paid  at  the 
rate  of  near  7U  10s.  a  man.  That, 
not  fatisfied  with  this  extortion, 
thofe  princes  were  alfo  to  be  fub- 
fidized.  That  they  had  the  modefty 
to  inlift  on  a  double  fubfidy.  That 
the  fubfidy  is  in  one  inftance  to  be 
continued  for  two  years,  and  for 
one  year  in  another,  after  the 
troops  have  returned  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  countries.  And  that  a 
body  of  12000  foreigners  are  to  be 
introduced  into  the  Britifh  domini¬ 
ons,  under  no  controul  of  either 
King  or  parliament  ;  for  the  ex- 
prefs  wordsof  the  treaty  are,  “  that 
this  body  of  troops5’  (being  the 
Heffians)  “  iball  remain  under  the 
command  of  their  General,  to 
whom  his  moll  ferene  highnefs  has 
cntrufted  the  command.” 

The  debates  were  long  and 
warm,  and  were  of  courfe  produc¬ 
tive  of  a  very  late  night.  The  bad 
terms  upon  which  thefe  forces  were 
obtained  was  much  laboured  by  the 
oppofnion,  and  they  entered  into 
various  calculations  to  Ihew,  that 
befides  the  extraordinary  expences 
in  the  point  of  exportation,  every 
thoufand  Germans,  upon  this  fyf- 
tem,  would  coft  the  nation  more 
than  1500  of  its  own  levies.  A 
point  merely  fpeculative  was  alfo 
much  agitated,  the  minifters  en¬ 
deavouring  to  render  the  prefent 
great  expences  more  eligible,  by 
reprefenting  that  thfey  would  not 
be  lafting,  and  that  this  german  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  forces  already  voted, 
would  be  fully  fufficient  for  the 
fubjugation  of  the  Americans,  and 
the  bringing  of  the  war  to  a  final 
and  happy  condufion  in  the  enfu- 


ing  campaign..  It  was,  indeed, 
held  out, that  this  great  force  would 
in  all  likelihood  have  little  more 
to  do,  than  to  fhew  itfelf  and  re¬ 
turn.  A  great  body  of  the  very 
beft  foldrery  in  Europe;  infpired 
only  with  military  maxims  and 
ideas,  too  well  difciplined  to  be 
diforderly  and  cruel,  and  too  mar¬ 
tial  to  be  kept  back  by  any  faife 
lenity,  could  not  fail  of  bringing 
matters  to  a  fpeedy  conclufion. 
This  meafure  would  prove  to  be 
true  ceconomy  as  well  as  true  po¬ 
licy.  If  a  little  more  levy-money 
was  paid  than  for  Britifh,  the  men 
we  had  were  trained;  not  raw 
troops;  and  as  for  the  continuance 
of  the  payment  for  fome  time  after 
the  war,  this  was  but  reafonable, 
as  the  Landgrave,  and  the  other 
Princes,  could  not  have  their 
troops  returned  to  them  asfoon  as 
we  might  accept  the  fubmiftion  of 
the  rebels. 

In  anfwer  to  this  it  was  confi¬ 
dently  afterted  on  the  fide  of  oppo- 
fition,  that  neither  the  prefent,  nor 
any  other  force  we  were  able  to 
fend  out,  would  be  equal  to  an 
abfolute  conqueft  of  America,  ei¬ 
ther  in  one,  or  in  two  campaigns, 
and  that  this  was  only  the  begin¬ 
ning,  even  without  the  interference 
of  any  foreign  power,  of  the  raoft 
ruinous  aad  fatal  war  we  were  ever 
engaged  in.  The  queftion  upon 
the  minifters  motion  being  put  af¬ 
ter  two  o’clock,  it  was  carried  up¬ 
on  a  divifion,  by  a  majority  of 
242,  to  38. 

This  matter  was  , 

•  ,  .  ,  March 

again  much  agitated  on 

receiving  the  report  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Enquiry;  feveral  objec¬ 
tions  were  made  to  different 
parts  of  the  treaties,  and  feveral 
explanations  demanded  relative  to 

others,, 
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others,  which  were  either  faid  to 
be  obfcure  in  themfelves,  or  to 
leave  fome  efential  matter  unpro¬ 
vided  for.  The  firft  refolution  of 
the  committee  being  carried,  the 
following  motion  was  then  made 
by  Colonel  Barre,  and  agreed  to, 
“  That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  to  humbly 
defire  him  to  ufe  his  intereft,  that 
the  German  troops  in  Britilli  pay, 
now  or  hereafter,  may  be  cloathed 
with  the  manufadures  of  this  coun¬ 
try 

,  Nor  was  the  affair  of  the 

German  treaties  lefs  agi¬ 
tated  inthe  Houfe  of  Lords,  where 
the  Duke  of  Richmond  moved  for 
an  addrefs,  of  confiderable  length, 
to  his  majefty,  which,  befides  fe- 
veral  pointed  obfervations  relative 
to  the  treaties  in  particular,  took 
in  a  comprehenfive  view  of  the  fi- 
tuation  of  American  affairs  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  the  probable  confe- 
quences  of  a  perfeverance  in  the 
prefent  meafures,  all  tending  to 
give  weight  and  efficacy  to  a  re- 
queft,  that  his  Majefty  wrould  be 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  countermand 
the  march  of  the  troops  of  Heffe, 
Hanau,  and  Brunfwick;  and  like- 
wife  give  directions  for  an  imme¬ 
diate  fufpenfion  of  hoftilities  in 
America,  in  order  to  lay  a  foun¬ 
dation  for  a  happy  and  permanent 
reconciliation  between  the  di¬ 
vided  parts  of  this  diftraCted  em¬ 
pire. 

The  noble  mover  took  a  moft 
comprehenfive  view  of  the  fubject. 
He  entered  into  an  hiftorical  detail 
of  the  feveral  treaties  which  had 
been  concluded  with  the  Land¬ 
grave’s  of  Heffe  from  the  year  1702 
to  the  prefent,  and  {hewed,  that  in 
every  fucceeding  treaty  from  the 
firft  they  had  rifen  in  their  de¬ 


mands,  and  eftablifhed  every  frefli 
extortion  as  a  precedent  not  to  be 
departed  from  in  the  future.  That 
the  prefent  treaty,  however,  out- 
ftripped  all  others,  not  only  in 
point  of  impofition,  but  of  the 
unaccountable  and  unprecedented 
conditions  which  it  included.  As 
to  the  firft,  he  fhewed  from  various 
laborious  and  accurate  calculati¬ 
ons,  the  ufe  of  17,300  mercena¬ 
ries  for  the  prefent  year,  would  not, 
taking  in  all  contigencies,  cofl 
the  nation  lefs  than  one  million 
and  an  halffterling  ;  an  expence, 
he  maintained,  not  to  be  paral¬ 
leled  in  the  hiftory  of  mankind, 
for  the  fervice  of  an  equal  number 
of  men. 

Thefe  matters,  however  ferious 
in  the  prefent  miferable  ftate  of 
our  finances,  and  the  enormous 
weight  ofpublic  burthens  we  groan 
under,  were  not,  he  faid,  what 
prefled  moft  forcibly  on  his  mind. 
It  was  the  tenor  of  the  treaties, 
the  ambiguous  terms  in  which  they 
were  conceived,  and  the  danger¬ 
ous  precedents  they  eftablifhed  or 
Aid  into,  that  principally  called 
forth  his  attention,  and  gave  rife 
to  his  fears.  Heobferved,  he  faid, 
with  grief,  and  the  belt  founded 
jealouly,  that  an  over  ruling  in¬ 
fluence  had  for  fome  years  paft  per¬ 
vaded  our  councils;  that  this  in¬ 
fluence  had  been  exercifed  in  ef¬ 
fecting  meafures  of  a  moft  danger¬ 
ous  and  dark  complexion;  that  it 
fometimes  made  its  approaches  by 
ftealth,  at  other  times  rendered  it- 
fe If  viflble  in  open  day,  and  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  acts  of  violence.  Hano¬ 
verians  had  been  brought  into  the 
Britifh  dominions  without  the  con- 
fent  of  parliament.  An  attempt 
had  been  made  to  place  Ireland  in 
the  hands  of  foreigners.  And  if 
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any  doubt  remained  of  the  tenden¬ 
cy  thofe  meafures  it  was  removed 
by  tbefe  treaties,  which  afforded 
the  mod  ample  matter  for  great 
and  ferious  alarm. 

He  obferved,  that  though  the 
treaties  exprefTed  the  contrary  in 
words,  they  wereg  not  in  reality 
founded  upon  any  found  principle 
of  alliance  or  reciprocal  fupport. 
They  contained  a  mere  mercenary 
Smithfieid  bargain,  for  the  price 
of  a  certain  number  of  hirelings, 
who  were  bought  and  fold  like  fo 
many  beads  for  daughter.  There 
was  no  common  intered  which  mu¬ 
tually  bound  the  parties;  and  if 
there  were,  both  our  conduct,  and 
that  of  thofe  princes, was  the  mod 
Angular  ever  known.  They  were 
to  be  fubfidized,  They  were  tp 
have  levymoney.  They  were  to 
have  a  double  fubfidy.  Their 
corps  weretobekept  up  compleat. 
They  were  to  be  paid  till  the 
troops  returned  to  their  refpeCtive 
countries  ;  and  the  fubfidies  were 
to  be  continued  after  the  fervice. 

Yet  in  this  downright  mercena¬ 
ry  bargain  offale  and  purchafe,  we 
were  bound,  that  it  any  of  thofe 
Princes  were  attacked,  or  fliould 
wantonly  begin,  or  provoke  an 
attack,  for  the  engagement  was 
left  general  and  unconditional,  we 
fhould  affift  them  with  our  utmod 
force.  Thus,  we  were  not  only 
to  pay  double  for  the  abidance  of 
a  few  thou  fa  nd  of  foreign  merce¬ 
naries,  but  we  were  befides  bound 
in  the  mod  folemn  engagements  to 
fupport  the  quarrel  and  intereds 
of  their  matters  ;  a  kind  of  con¬ 
tra#,  which  might  not  impro¬ 
bably,  involve  us  in  a  continental 
war. 

lie  then  reminded  the  Lords 
who  had  fupporteti  the  late  peace 


of  Paris,  of  the  language  which 
they  ,  and  all  others  on  the  fame 
fide,  held  towards  the  clofe  of  the 
late  war.  A  nobie  Earl,  who 
then  prefided  at  the  head  of  public 
affairs,  and  a  late  Duke  who  con¬ 
cluded  that  treaty,  with  all  their 
friends  and  partizans,  difciaimed 
in  words  and  in  writing,  both 
within  doors  anc!  without,  all  con¬ 
tinental  connections  of  whatever 
nature  ;  and  all  employment  of 
foreigners,  whatever  the  fervice  or 
neceflity.  They  admitted  them- 
felves,  that  the  enemy  were  at  our 
feet,  and  the  conqueft  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  fettlements  in  a  manner  cer¬ 
tain,  yet  they  fubmitted  to  a  peace 
certainly  inadequate,  on  no  other 
ground  but  our  inability  to  raife 
taxes;  they  faid,  that  the  national 
debt  was  too  enormous,  to  accept, 
even  this  advantage  at  any  price; 
that  we  were  already  ruined  by 
fuccels ;  and  that  even  to  profecute 
certain  conqueft,  would  be  the 
height  of  political  phrenzy,  He 
afked,  what  extraordinary  change 
of  circumdances  had  fince  taken 
place,  that  now  renders  a  doubt¬ 
ful,  and  in  any  cafe  ruinous  civil 
war,  a  war  equally  incapable  of 
fame  and  advantage,  to  be  not 
only  thought  eligible,  but  to  be 
profecuted  with  a  degree  of  eager- 
nefs,  with  an  acrimony  and  ma¬ 
lignity,  unknown  upon  any  other 
occafion  ?  How  comes  the  repro¬ 
bated  policy  of  employing  foreign 
forces  to  be  now  revived  ?  Will 
the  paying  off  feven  millions  of 
the  national  debt  in  thirteen  years 
peace,  judify  this  change  of  fyf- 
tem,  when  the  extraordinary  ex- 
pences  of  the  enfuing  campaign 
will  amount  to  a  greater  fum?  Or 
will  it  hereafter  be  credited,  that 
they  are  the  fame  men  who  held 
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thofe  doctrines,  who  reduced  them 
into  practice,  who  broke  off  all 
continental  connexions,  and  who 
furrendered  the  fruits  of  a  mod 
glorious  and  fuccefsful  war,  to 
obtain  a  tranfient  and  inadequate 
peace,  who  are  the  framers  of  all 
the  prefent  meafures  ? 

That  claufe  in  the  9th  article  of 
the  Heffian  treaty,  which  provides 
that  the  crown  ffiall  employ  thofe 
troops  as  it  thinks  proper  by  land 
in  Europe,  was  much  commented 
on  by  the  noble  mover,  and  other 
lords  on  the  fame  fide,  and  re- 
prefented  as  bearing  a  mod  dark 
and  dangerous  complexion.  It 
was  afked,  what  country  in  Europe 
except  thefe  kingdoms,  they  could 
be  employed  in  ?  what  military 
operations  were  intended  for  them 
here  ?  Were  fuch  meafures  pro- 
pofed  as  it  was  forefeen  would 
render  a  foreign  force  neceffary  in 
this  country  ?  And  was  a  civil  war 
here  alfo  intended,  to  round  the 
prefent  fy dem  ? 

All  the  American  quedions  were 
of  courfe  brought  up  in  the  fur¬ 
ther  fupport  of  the  motion,  and  all 
the  old  ground  of  the  injudice, 
inexpediency,  impraXicabiiity,  the 
ruinous  effeXs,  and  fatal  tendency 
of  the  war,  again  gone  over,  It 
was  alfo  drongly  urged,  that  as 
the  Americans  had  hitherto  ab- 
dained  from  applying  for  affidance 
to  foreign  powers,  and  had  ven¬ 
tured  to  commit  themfelves  fingly 
in  this  ardous  conted,  rather  than 
have  recourfe  to  fo  odious  and 
dangerous  a  refuge,  it  was  the 
height  of  political  folly  and  mad- 
nefs  in  us,  to  induce  them  to  de¬ 
part  from  that  temperate  ground, 
by  fetting  them  an  example  of  fo 
fatal  a  tendency.  For  it  cannot 
he  doubted,  if  this  dangerous  mca- 


fure  is  carried  into  execution, 
that  they  will  immediately  retali¬ 
ate,  and  think  themfelves  fully  juf- 
tified  by  the  example  in  forming  al¬ 
liances  with  foreign  powers,  and 
hiring  foreign  forces,  (if  they  do 
not  procure  them  upon  terms  more 
advantageous  to  themfelves  and 
ruinous  to  us,)  to  oppofe  thofe 
mercenaries  whom  we  fend  lor  their 
dedruXion.  Nor  is  it  any  more 
to  be  doubted,  that  other  powers 
in  Europe,  of  a  very  different  cad 
and  order,  from  thofe  of  Heffe, 
Brunfwick,  and  Hanau,  will  confi- 
der  themfelves,  to  be  fully  as  well 
entitled  to  interfere  in  our  domef- 
tic  quarrels.  And  thus,  whild  in 
the  rage  and  madnefs  of  civil  con¬ 
tention,  the  drength  and  flower  of 
the  nation  is  exhaufled  ontheother 
fide  of  the  Atlantic,  we  Tall  lie 
open  and  defencelels  to  the  attacks 
of  our  mod  formidable  and  vindic¬ 
tive  enemies. 

It  was  contended,  that  thefe, 
and  numberlefs  other  evils  which 
were  dated,  would  be  prevented 
or  remedied,  by  a  compliance  with 
the  motion;  and  that  parliament 
would  thereby  have  time  and  op¬ 
portunity  to  propofe  iuch  condi¬ 
tions  as  the  ultimatum  ofits  de¬ 
mands,  as  it  would  be  fitting  for 
Great  Britain  to  offer,  and  for 
America  as  a  great  condituent 
part  of  the  empire,  to  accept. 

The  miniders  defended  the  trea¬ 
ties  upon  the  fame  ground  in  ge¬ 
neral,  on  which  they  had  been 
fupported  in  the  houie  ofcomtnons. 
The  principal  drefs  was  laid-  upon 
the  drong  plea  of  neced'ity,  which 
covered  the  meafure  at  large.  As 
to  particular  objeXions,  they  con¬ 
tended,  that  upon  the  whole,  the. 
terms  were  more  reafonable  than 
could  have  been  expeXed.  That 
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the  fuddennefs  of  the  requisition, 
the  known  necefiitv  from  which  it 
proceeded,  together  with  the  no¬ 
velty,  diftance,  length  of  fea  vo¬ 
yage,  and  other  difagreeable  cir- 
cumftances  particularly  attending 
this  fervice,  would  have  warranted 
much  higher  demands.  That  the 
treaties  were  framed  in  conformity 
to  eftablifhed  ufage  and  precedent. 
That  the  undertaking  the  defence 
of  the  German  bates  from  whom 
we  hired  troops,  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed  to  operate  towards  bringing 
on  a  war  in  Germany  ;  that  the 
pompous  high  founding  phrafes  of 
alliance,  were  mere  founds,  a  form 
of  words  which  conveyed  no  mean¬ 
ing,  and  which  confequently  could 
not  be  fuppofed  or  intended,  to 
be  binding.  That  the  fuppofed 
articles  of  expence  were  overrated 
in  the  calculations  held  out  by  the 
noble  duke:  but  fuppofing  it  other- 
wife,  and  that  they  had  even  been 
ftill  greater,  the  neceffity  which 
induced  the  meafure,  would  of 
courfe  have  compelled  our  acqui- 
efcence  in  the  terms.  That  if  the 
war  was  finifhed  in  one  campaign, 
an  event  which  there  was  every 
reafon  to  expert,  or  even  in  two, 
the  terms  would  be  found  not  only 
reafonable,  but  highly  favourable 
on  our  tide.  It  was  indeed  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  if  the  war  was 
prolonged  te  a  more  diftant  period , 
they  rauft  from  their  nature  be¬ 
come  difadvantageous  ;  but  this 
was  fb  totally  improbable  as  not 
to  merit  confideration. 

On  the  whole  what  were  they 
to  do?  W ere  they  to  fit  bill,  and  to 
fuller  an  independent  halide  em¬ 
pire  to  arife  out  of  an  unprovoked 
rebellion? Were  they  tamely  to  fuf- 
ter  the  trade  of  theAmerican  colo¬ 
nies,  the  object  of  fo  much  care, 


attention,  and  expence, of  fo  many 
laws  and  fo  many  wars,  to  be  given 
away  to  foreigners,  merely  from  a 
fcruple  of  employing  foreign  forces, 
to  preferve  to  ourfelves  the  bene¬ 
fits  fo  truly  our  own  and  fo  dearly 
purchafed?  If  we  have  nothing  to 
complain  of  becaufe  Britilb  blood 
is  fired  in  a  Britifh  quarrel,  what 
can  the  Americans  reafonably  ob¬ 
ject  to  it?  They  in  effe£t,  by  re- 
fufing  to  contribute  to  its  fupport, 
deny  themlelves  to  be  a  part  of  the 
Britilb  empire,  and  therefore  mak¬ 
ing  themfelves  foreigners,  they 
cannot  complain  that  foreigners 
are  employed  againb  them,  They 
faid,  that  we  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  their  retaliating  upon  us. 
That  the  other  powers  that  have 
colonies  in  America,  know  too  well 
the  danger  and  mifehief  of  a  rebel- 
lion  on  the  prefent  principles,  to 
give  it  any  fort  of  countenance. 
That  princes  indeed  are  governed 
more  by  policy  than  equity;  but  in 
this  iniiance  their  policy  is  our  fe- 
curity.  But  if  they  fhould  be, 
contrary  to  all  appearance  and  pro¬ 
bability,  willing  to  countenance 
this  rebellion  from  a  defire  ofpar^ 
taking  in  an  open  trade,  and  low¬ 
ering  the  importance  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  the  terrible  confequences 
which  would  arife  from  fuch  an 
event,  leave  no  room  for  delibera¬ 
tion;  but  require  that  we  fhould 
crufh  this  infant  rebellion  with  e- 
very  force  of  every  kind  before  fo¬ 
reigners  can  take  advantage  of  it. 

It  was  obfervable  in  this,  and 
fome  late  debates, that  as  melan¬ 
choly  pi&urcs  were  drawn  of  the 
fituation  to  which  this  country 
would  be  reduced  by  the  lofs  of  the 
colonies,  in  order  therefrom  to 
induce  the  naoft  vigorous  coercion, 
as  had  heretofore,  in  the  earlier 
1  '  ftages 
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ftages  of  this  bufinefs,  been  exhi¬ 
bited  by  the  oppofition,  for  the 
very  different  purpofe,  of  prevent¬ 
ing  thofe  coercive  meafures,  which 
they  apprehended,  or  faid,  would 
lead  to  the  prefent  unhappy  crifis. 

The  debates  were  long  and  in- 
terefting,  and  contained  a  great 
deal  of  curious,  though  much  of 
it  was  extraneous  matter.  Among 
other  fubje&s  which  lay  out  ot  the 
diredt  line  of  debate,  the  cruelty 
and  impolicy  with  which  the  war 
was  carried  ori  in  America,  by 
ruining  the  country,  and  burning 
commercial  and  defencelefs  towns, 
was  much  infilled  on  by  the  op- 
pofition.  The  recent  deftrudtion 
of  Norfolk  ia  Virginia,  which,  they 
faid,  was  principally  inhabited  by 
people  violently  attached  to  the 
king’s  government,  with  the  new 
and  particular  circumftance  of  its 
being  tranfacled  under  the  gover¬ 
nor’s  orders,  was  commented  upon 
with  the  greateft  feverity,  and  re¬ 
probated  in  the  llrongeft  terms. 

His  royal  highnefs  the  duke  of 
Cumberland,  took  an  adtive  part 
upon  this  occafion  in  fupport  of 
the  motion  ;  declaring  his  entire 
difapprobation  of  the  condudt  of 
the  minifters,  and  of  the  prelent 
American  fyftem.  He  alfo  pathe¬ 
tically  lamented,  that  “  Brunftwic- 
kers,  who  once,  to  their  great  ho¬ 
nour,  were  employed  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  the  liberties  of  the  fubject, 
fhould  now  be  fent  to  fubjugatc 
his  liberties,  in  another  part  of 
this  vaft  empire.”  The  motion  was 
rejected  by  the  ufual  majority,  the 
numbers  upon  a  divifion  being  ioo 
including  21  proxies,  to  32,  in¬ 
cluding  3  proxies,  who  fupported 
the  queltion.  It  was,  however, 
attended  with  an  unufual  proteft, 
which  only  reciting  the  terms  of 
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the  propofed  addrefs,  concluded 
with  the  fignatures  of  the  refpec- 
tive  protefting  peers  to  a  fiient 
diffent. 

The  fecretary  at  war  gave  no¬ 
tice  about  this  time,  that  he  would 
move,  at  a  fliort  fpecified  day,  for 
a  fupply,  to  the  amount  or 
845,165k  towards  defraying  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  the  land 
forces,  and  other  fervices  incurred 
between  the  9th  of  March  1775, 
and  31ft  of  January  1776.  This 
vaft  demand  for  extraordinaries, 
incurred  in  fo  fhort  a  time,  and  in 
fo  confined  and  inefficacious  a  fer- 
vice,  rouzed  .all  the  vigour,  and 
weakened  all  the  fire  of  opposition, 
which  feemed  upon  this  occafion  to 
blaze  out  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  for 
a  time  to  dazzle  and  confound  ad- 
miniftration. 

They  examined  the  journals  to 
ftiew,  that  neither  the  glorious 
campaign  of  1704,  which  faved  the 
German  empire,  and  broke  and 
ruined  that  military  force  which 
had  been  for  half  a  century  the 
fcourgeand  terror  of  Europe,  nor 
that  of  1760,  which  gave  us  the 
vaft  continent  of  North  America, 
bad  in  any  degree  equalled  in  ex¬ 
pence,  the  fhameful  campaign  of 
Boftonini775.  They  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  prove  by  various  calculati¬ 
ons,  that  the  maintenance  of  8500 
wretched,  difgraced,  and  half- 
ftarved  forces  in  Bofton,  had  not 
coft  the  nation  much  lefs,  in  a  pe¬ 
riod  fhort  oft  a  year,  than  an  hun¬ 
dred  pounds  each  man.  They 
called  upon  the  minifters  to  an- 
ftwer  and  examined  the  ftate  oft  na¬ 
tional  finance  to  enquire,  in  what 
manner  we  were  capable  of  ftup- 
porting,  in  the  prefent  and  future 
campaigns,  50,000  men  in  Ame¬ 
rica  at  a  proportional  ex, pence,  ex- 
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clufive  of  the  naval,  ordnance,  and 
other  charges,  of  our  {landing  ex- 
pences,  and  of  the  hazard  of  a  fo¬ 
reign  war. 

All  the  powers  of  eloquence 
were  difplayed,  in  defcribing  in  the 
mod  glowing  colours,  thefuccefles 
and  glories  of  queen  Anne’s  and  of 
the  lad  war.  The  names  of  Go- 
dolphin  and  Pitt  were  re-ecchoed; 
whilft  all  the  force  of  wit  and  ridi¬ 
cule  was  exhaufled,  in  contrafting 
the  fituation  and  circumbances  of 
thofe  feafons,  with  the  prefent. 
Blenheim  and  Schellenburgh,  were 
oppofed  to  Lexington  and  Bunkers 
Hill;  and  to  compleat  the  group, 
the  river  Myftic  was  for  once  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  fame  view  v  ith  the  Da¬ 
nube. 

V  The  miniders  feemed  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  nearly  overwhelmed 
by  the  torrent.  But  finding  its  ve¬ 
hemence  rather  to  increafe  than 
leffen,  they  at  length  reded  for 
fupport  upon  the  ftrong  fa  nation  of 
parliament.  They  faid,  that  they 
had  a£ted  in  this  bubnefs  frV  m  the 
beginning,  not  only  with  the  con¬ 
currence,  but  the  approbation  of 
parliament;  that  they  had  not 
fought  it,  nor  taken  it  up  wan¬ 
tonly  ;  they  had  found  it ;  it  was 
a  legacy  left  by  their  predeceffors, 
and  of  which  they  found  parlia- 
ment  in  pofTeffion.  JThat  whenever 
that  body  fhould  think  it  neceffary 
to  alter  its  conduct  or  opinions  ; 
to  abandon,  or  to  modify  the  pre- 
fent  mea fares,  they  would  readily 
give  up  their  own  opinions,  and 
acquiefce  in  either,  but  whild  they 
found  themfelves  in  pofTeffion  of 
the  full  confidence  and  approbation 
of  a  great  majority  of  that  houfe, 
they  never  would  defer t  the  trud 
repofed  in  them,  but  would  conti¬ 
nue  to  fulfil  their  duty  at  all  events. 
And  that  there  only  were  two  fun- 
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pie  quedions  ariHiig  on  this  mat¬ 
ter,  whether  the  money  had  been 
properly  applied  ?  and  whether  the 
meafures  that  induced  the  expen¬ 
diture  were  neceffary  ?  that  the 
fird  would  in  due  time  be  authen¬ 
ticated  by  the  proper  vouchers, 
and  parliament  had  already  repeat¬ 
edly  given  its  fanflion  to  the  fe- 
cond.  That,  as  to  the  inglofious 
appearance  of  the  campaign,  they 
faid  that  it  had  the  fame  origin 
with  alltheredof  our  misfortunes, 
too  good  an  opinion  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans.  That  it  was  never  believed, 
that  they  could  be  wicked  enough 
to  unite  with  the  jVfaffachufets  Bay 
in  rebellion,  nor  confequently  able 
to  fbut  up  his  Majefty’s  forces  in 
Bofton,  and  prevent  the  fupply 
which  the  abundance  of  that  coun¬ 
try  yielded.  That  now  our  eyes 
are  opened;  and  the  meafures  ta¬ 
ken  in  confequence,  mud  open  the 
way  to  abundance;  and  it  was 
then  to  be  hoped,  that  it  would  not 
be  neceffary  to  fend  all  their  pro- 
vifion  from  Europe.  At  prefent 
indeed  it  was  unhappily  neceffary; 
and  whatever  the  expence  might 
be,  they  could  not  judify  them¬ 
felves  in  darving  either  the  ar¬ 
my  or  the  caufe.  That  the  vi¬ 
gour  and  generofity  of  this  feffion 
would  give  repofe  and  cue  on  o  my 
to  the  next. 

On  the  fecond  day’s  de-  ^ 
bate,  when  the  motion  was 
regularly  made,  after  a  very  warm 
difeuffion,  thequedion  was  carried 
on  a  divifion  by  a  majority  of  1 80, 
to  57.  It  was,  however,  fcarcely 
lefs  debated  on  the  following  day, 
upon  receiving  the  report  from  the 
committee. 

That  vad  and  invincible  majo¬ 
rity,  which  had  hitherto  overri^led 
eveiy  piopofal  of  the  fame  nature, 
was  not  fufficient  to  deter  the  duke 
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of  Grafton  from  ftill  trying,  whe  ¬ 
ther  an  attempt  towards  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  with  the  colonies  might 
not  be  received  in  fome  new  form, 
or  in  fome  manner  rendered  pala- 
,  table.  He  accordingly 
1 •  moved  for  an  addrefs,  that 
in  order  to  prevent  the  further  ef- 
fufion  of  blood,  and  to  manifeft 
how  defirous  the  king  and  parlia¬ 
ment  are  to  reftore  peace  to  all  the 
dominions  of  the  crown,  and  how 
earneftly  they  wilh  to  redrefs  any 
real  gtievances  of  his  majefty’s 
fubjetfts,  a  proclamation  might  be 
iiTued,  declaring,  that  if  the  co¬ 
lonies,  within  a  reafonable  time 
before  or  after  the  arrival  of  the 
troops  defined  for  America,  fhall 
prefent  a  petition  to  the  comman¬ 
der  in  chief,  or  to  the  commiifio- 
ners  to  be  appointed  under  the  late 
;  fetting  forth  in  fuch  petition, 
which  is  to  be  tranfmitted  to  his 
majefty,  what  they  confider  to  be 
their  juft  rights  and  real  grievan¬ 
ces  ;  that  in  fuch  cafe,  his  majefty 
will  confent  to  a  fufpenfton  of 
arms  ;  and  that  he  has  authority 
from  his  parliament  to  afture  them 
that  their  petition  fhall  be  received, 
confdered,  and  anfwered. 

The  great  object  of  this  motion, 
feems  to  have  been  to  remedy  the 
defers  of  the  late  prohibitory,  or 
capture  adt;  which,  as  the oppoii- 
tion  had  all  along  contended,  held 
out  a  delufive  i’Kew  of  peace, with- 
qut  fur/iifhing  any  means,  or  con¬ 
taining  any  powers,  by  which  that 
objeft  could  poffibly  be  attained. 
Befides  the  general  arguments 
which  the  fubjedt  afforded,  the 
noble  mover  fpecified  two  particu¬ 
lar  circumftances,  which  rendered 
a  compliance  with  the  motion,  or 
the  adoption  of  fome  equivalent 
fubftitute,  at  this  time  abfolutely 
neceffary.  The  firft  of  thefe  was 


the  new  dodtrine  of  unconditional 
fubmijfion  on  the  fide  of  America, 
which  had  been  held  out  in  the 
other  boufe  by  the  noble  lord  at 
the  head  of  the  American  depart¬ 
ment  ; — The  fecond,  was  the  in¬ 
telligence,  which  the  noble  duke 
had  himfelf  received,  that  two 
French  gentlemen  had  fome  time 
before  gone  to  North  America, 
where  they  had  held  a  conference 
with  Gen.  Wafhington  at  his 
camp,  and  were  by  him  referred 
to  the  Continental  Congrefs,  to 
which  they  immediately  repaired. 
To  prevent  cr  remedy  the  ill  eifedls 
which  a  knowlege  of  the  former, 
and  the  confequent  opinion  that 
it  was  the  eftabl i flied  political  doc¬ 
trine  of  Great  Britain,  inuft  ne- 
ceffarily  produce  upon  the  Ameri¬ 
cans,  and  the  extremities  to  which 
it  would  naturally  drive  them, 
he  inferred  the  neceffity  of  fome 
fpeciSc  declaration  from  parlia¬ 
ment,  the  laying  of  fome  ground 
open  for  accommodation,  and 
throwing  fo  much  light  upon  it, 
as  would  enable  them  in  fome  de¬ 
gree  to  judge,  what  conditions  we 
were  willing 'to  grant,  or  what 
conceflion  to  accept;  and  would  at 
leaft  relieve  them  from  the  hor¬ 
rors,  and  difarm  them  of  the  rage, 
which  the  bare  idea  of  uncondi¬ 
tional  fubmiftion  muft  neceffarily 
excite.  'The  latter  circumftance, 
not  only  fhewed  the  immediate 
danger  of  the  interference  of  fo¬ 
reigners  in  our  civil  contention  ; 
but  what  was  ftill  mote  alarming, 
gave  too  much  reafon  to  appre¬ 
hend,  that  the  interference  was 
already  commenced,  and  that  from 
a  moft  dangerous,  and  naturally 
hoftile  quarter. 

This  day  will  perhaps  hereafter 
be  confidered  as  one  of  the  moft 
important  in  the  Englifti  Hiftorv. 

It 
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It  deeply  fixed  a  new  colour  upon 
our  public  affairs.  It  was  decifive, 
on  this  fide  of  the  Atlantic,  with 
refpefl  to  America,  and  may  pof- 
fibly  hereafter  be  compared  with, 
and  confidered  as  preliminary  to 
that,  on  which,  unhappily,  in  a 
few  months  after,  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  that  continent,  was  de¬ 
clared  on  the  other.  Adminiftra- 
tion  now,  and  their  numerous 
friends,  totally  changed  their  flile 
and  language  upon  that  iubjedt. 
All  modifications  were  laid  afide; 
all  former  opinions  and  declara¬ 
tions  done  away  ;  conciliation, 
they  laid,  was  little  lefs  than  im¬ 
practicable;  and  that  if  any  thing 
could  be  added  to  the  difficulties 
of  fitch  a  fcheme,  it  would  be  by 
conceflion.  The  tone  of  the  houfe 
of  lords  was  much  higher  than 
that  of  the  houfe  of  commons  had 
ever  been,  although  the  language 
was  grown  much  more  firm  and 
determined  there  alfo  than  it  had 
been  at  the  beginning  of  the  fef- 
fion.  No  alternative  now  feemed 
to  be  left  between  abfolute  con- 
queft  and  unconditional  fubmif- 
fion.  ' 

'The  debates  were  long  and  va¬ 
rious,  and  notwithstanding  the 
beaten  ground  which  was  travelled 
over,  would  at  another  feafon  have 
been  inferefting,  Moft  of  thecon- 
fiderable  fpeakers  on  both  Tides 
took  a  large  fhare  in  them.  Much 
altercation  and  contradiction  took 
place,  between  feveral  lords  who 
were  of  the  cabinet  in  the  years 
1767,  and  1769,  relative  to  the 
American  meafures  which  were 
at  thofe  times  adopted.  Much 
pointed  and  direCt  animadverfion 
took  place  between  two  great  law 
lords,  one  of  whom  has  long  been 
out  of  office.  The  queftion  being 
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put  after  1 1  o’clock  at  night,  the 
motion  was  rejeCled  by  a  majority 
of 91 ,  including  20  proxies, to  31 , 
including  three  proxies. 

A  bill  for  the  eft  a-  p.  0  . 

11  •  rj  .  c  'I**.*  Dec.  8th* 

bhihment  or  a  militia 

in  Scotland,  had  been  brought  in 
before  the  holidays  by  lord  Mount- 
ftewart;  but  from  the  very  re¬ 
markable  negledt  of  attendance 
which  prevailed,  and  the  defire 
of  having  a  matter  which  in- 
eluded  a  clafhing  of  interefts  be¬ 
tween  both  parts  of  the  kingdom 
difeuffed  in  full  houfes,  it  hung 
over  during  the  greater  part  of  the 
feffion.  Befides  the  apparent  weight 
and  fandlion  of  adminiitration,  this 
bill  was  eagerly  patronized  by  the 
gentlemen  of  North  Britain;  but 
notwithftanding  thefe  powerful 
Supports  it  met  with  a  ftrong, 
and  at  length  effedlual  oppofition. 
Many  of  the  country  gentlemen, 
were  extremely  jealous  of  this  no¬ 
vel  attempt.  In  this  conteft,  it 
was  ably  controverted  in  all  its 
ftages  ;  and  though  the  views  of 
the  oppofition  avowedly  extended 
from  the  beginning  to  the  rejedti- 
on  of  the  whole,  yet  frequent 
amendments  were  propofed,  and 
new  claufes  continually  offered  ; 
fo  that  it  afforded  a  very  confider- 
ablefund  of  debate  ;  the  divifions 
run  very  clofe,  and  the  utmoft  can¬ 
dour  and  fairnefs  was  pra&ifed  on 
both  fides. 

It  was  in  general  fupported  upon 
the  utility  of  a  militia  as  a  na¬ 
tional  defence.  That  as  England 
found  it  at  prefent  neceffary  to 
ftrengthen  and  render  more  effec¬ 
tual  that  mode  of  defence,  the 
caufes  which  operate  here  rauil 
hold  equally  good  with  refpedt  to 
the  other  part  of  the  united  king¬ 
dom.  That  the  conftant  loyalty, 

and 


HISTORY  OF  EUROPE.  .[141 


and  invariable  attachment  to  go¬ 
vernment,  which  the  Scoch  have 
fihewn  for  many  years  paft,  had 
entirely  removed  thofe  objections, 
which  might  have  formerly  opera¬ 
ted  in  oppofing  fuch  a  meafure. 
And  that  the  retaining  of  fuch  an 
invidious  diftinCtion,  ferved  only 
to  keep  alive  antient  jealoufies, 
and  to  nourilh  odious  prejudices 
and  malignities. 

On  the  other  fide,  it  was  ob¬ 
jected  to,  on  the  general  ground 
of  expence,  there  being  no  necef- 
fity  nor  occafion  for  a  militia  in 
Scotland.  That  it  was  increafing 
the  dangerous  and  unconftitutional 
power  of  the  crown,  which  was 
already  greater,  than  had  ever 
hitherto  been  deemed  confiftent 
with  public  liberty.  That  a  mi¬ 
litia  was  local,  and  immediately 
paid  by  the  land  owners  for  their 
protection  and  defence.  That 
Scotland  paid  only  one  fortieth  to 
the  land  tax,  the  very  fpecific  tax, 
out  of  which  all  the  expence  of  a 
militia  were  to  be  drawn,  and  yet 
fhe  would  hold  one  fifth  in  the 
proportion  of  numbers  to  be  em¬ 
bodied  in  both  kingdoms.  That 
the  difproportion  in  point  of  re- 
prefentation,  was  equally  to  be 
confidered,  though  not  fo  great 
bein?  on  her  fide  one-eleventh  to 

O  , 

the  whole.  That  it  was  highly 
unreafonable  in  the  people  of  that 
country,  and  carried  the  moft  glar¬ 
ing  abfurdity  in  the  very  face  of 
the  propofition,  to  apply  to  par¬ 
liament  for  a  Scotch  militia,  when 
five-fixths  of  the  expence  to  be  in¬ 
curred  by  that  eftablifhment,muft 
be  paid  by  Engliih  land  owners. 
If  flie  is  in  love  with  a  militia, 
and  wants  to  be  put  on  a  footing 
with  England  in  refpeCt  to  confti- 
tutional  defence,  let  her  take  the 


inftitution,  with  all  its  confequen- 
ces  of  pay  as  well  as  of  eftablifh- 
ment;  let  the  expence  be  raifed 
by  a  cefs  upon  the  lands  there, 
which  can  well  afford  it,  from 
their  being  at  prefent  fo  much  un¬ 
derrated  to  the  land  tax.  How¬ 
ever  exceptionable  the  meafure  is 
in  other  refpeCts,  in  point  of  ex¬ 
pence,  this  will  be  fubftantial  juf- 
tice.  But  furely,  the  Englifh 
mu  ft  expeCl  to  become  objects  of 
the  contempt  or  pity  of  all  man¬ 
kind  if  they  fubmitted  to  be  the 
dupes  to  fo  abfurd  and  monftrous 
a  propofition  as  the  prefent. 

To  thefe  objections,  it  was  re¬ 
plied,  that  Scotland  was  taxed  ac¬ 
cording  to  her  abilitiy  as  well  as 
England.  That  though  the  land 
tax  was  underrated,  other  taxes 
were  not  fo.  That  a  great,  if  not 
the  greater  parts  of  the  rents  of 
Scotland  were  fpent  in  England. 
That  the  people  of  that  country 
confumed  vaft  quantities  of  Englifh 
manufactures,  befides  Eaft  India 
goods,  and  other  foreign  commo¬ 
dities  purchafed  here,  by  which 
means  they  were  virtually  taxed, 
and  bore  a  great  fhare  of  our  ex- 
pences.  That  the  arguments  now- 
brought,  only  proved,  that  Scot¬ 
land  was  not  fo  fully  reprefented 
in  the  Britiili  parliament  as  fhe 
ought  to  be,  nor  fo  opulent  as 
England  ;  two  matters  which  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  prefent 
queftion.  And  that  it  could  not 
have  been  expeCted,  that  a  pro- 
pofal  for  general  and  national  de¬ 
fence,  ftiould  have  been  confider¬ 
ed  in  the  narrow  view  of  provinci¬ 
al  jealoufy. 

Both  parties  havi"gMa  1 
muttered  their  forces 
as  well  as  the  prefent  ftate  of  at¬ 
tendance  would  admit,  upon  rhe 
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day  appointed  for  receiving  the 
report  from  the  committee  after 
the  fecond  reading,  the  bill  was 
thrown  out  upon  a-  divifion,  by  a 
majority  of  112  to  95.  The  mi- 
nifter  found  himfelf  in  an  unufual 
iituation  upon  this  cccafion,  hav¬ 
ing  divided  in  the  minority. 

It  may  be  necefTary  to  takefome 
notice  of  an  affair  which  about  this 
time  made  a  great  noife  in  the 
city,  occafioi ved  much  difcontent 
amongft  the  merchants,  and  was 
at  length,  though  without  effedt, 
brought  into  both  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment.  A  claufe  in  the  late  pro¬ 
hibitory  adt,  which  enabled  the  ad¬ 
miralty  to  grant  licences  to  veffels 
for  conveying  (lores  and  provifions 
to  the  forces  upon  the  American 
fervice,  had  been  made  ufe  of  to 
countenance  a  trade  in  individuals 
who  were  favoured,  by  which  it 
was  faid,  that  a  monopoly  was 
formed,  and  t)ie  American  trade 
was  tranfsferred  from  the  antient 
merchants,  and  known  traders,  to 
a  few  cbfcure  perfons  of  no  ac¬ 
count  or  condition;  and  an  illicit 
commerce  eftablifhed  under  the 
sanction  of  that  bill,  which  was 
utterly  fubverfive  of  one  of  its 
principal  apparent  objedts. 

It  appears  that  thefe  licences 
were  very  loofely  compofed,  and 
very  carelefsly  granted;  that  the 
commiffioneVs  of  the  cuifoms  did 
not  chufeto  interfere  much  in  the 
bufmefs;  that  though  the  licences 
were  recalled  and  fome  alterations 
made  in  them,  this  meafure  pro¬ 
duced  little  effedt  ;  and  that  even 
when  the  noife  grew  loud,  and 
fometbihg  like  a  parliamentary 
enquiry  was  anounced  or  begun, 
though  fome  of  the  goods  were 
ur> fliipped,  yet  in  general  the 
fcheme  fucceeded;  the  iliips  which 
had  cleared  out  for  Bofton,  only 


altering  the  deflination  of  their 
voyage,  and  taking  a  new  clear¬ 
ance  for  Halifax  and  Canada,  with 
liberty  to  go  to  any  other  port  in 
America.  It  appeared  in  evidence 
before  the  houfe  of  commons,  that 
by  thefe  and  other  means,  a  great¬ 
er  quantity  of  all  manner  of  goods 
calculated  for  the  North  American 
market,  had  been  fhipped  within 
a  few  weeks,  than  was  done  in 
any  oftheufual  feafons  of  export¬ 
ation. 

A  great  clamour  was  raifed  in 
the  city.  It  was  faid  that  it  was 
exceedingly  grievous  to  the  great 
body  of  American  merchants,  who 
had  already  buffered  fo  feverely  in 
confequence  of  thefe  troubles,  and 
who  in  obedience  to  the  late  a<5t  of 
parliament,  were  at  this  very  time 
fmking  under  the  incumbrance  of 
a  vaft  quantity  of  goods,  which 
they  had  purchafed  for  that,  and 
for  which  they  could  find  no  other 
market,  to  fee  the  trade,  which 
for  a  number  of  years  they  had 
conducted  with  the  greateft  repu¬ 
tation  and  fairnefs,  fmuggled  out 
of  their  hands,  by  a  fet  of  nomi¬ 
nal  merchants  and  unknown  ad¬ 
venturers.  The  injury  was  ren¬ 
dered  ftill  the  more  grievous,  by 
being  committed  under  the  colour 
of  law,  and  under  the  licence  of 
authority.  v 

The  firffc  public  notice  that  was 
taken  of  this  bufinefs  was  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  where  the  earl  of 
Effingham,  a  little  before  the  re- 
cefs  at  eafter,  madea  motion  which 
was  agreed  to,  that  lifts  of  thofe 
iliips  and  of  their  cargoes,  as  well 
as  the  licences  which  were  granted 
by  the  admiralty,  fhould  be  laid 
before  the  houfe. 

We  fuppofe  that  the  holidays, 
together  with  thedutchefs  ofKing- 
fton’s  trial,  prevented  the  matter 

from 
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from  being  more  immediately  pur- 
fued  in  that  houfe.  However  that 
was,  it  was  taken  up  in  the  houfe 
of  commons  by  the  lord 
mayor  who  moved  for 
a  committee  to  enquire  into  the 
whole  tranfadtion.  Adminiftration 
feemed  very  fore  and  very  angry 
upon  this  occafion;  and,  as  the 
oppofition  faid.ufed  every  pofiible 
means  to  baffle  or  defeat  the  en¬ 
quiry.  They  faid  it  proceeded 
from  ill  temper  and  malignity, 
and  was  only  intended  to  embar- 
rafs  and  diftrefs  government;  and 
foretold  truly,  that  it  would  come 
to  nothing.  Some  faid  that  the 
matters  complained  of  were  too 
triffling  for  notice,  and  were  only 
intended  for  the  eafe,  benefit  and 
comfort  of  the  troops;  others  went 
fo  far  as  to  infill,  that  the  adl  was 
not  violated,  and  that  provifions 
and  (lores  included  every  thing  that 
could  adminiller  to  the  wants  or 
luxuries  of  man  or  woman.  The 
miniller,  however  at  length  ac¬ 
knowledged,  that  the  powers  given 
in  the  ad  had  been  mifunderftood, 
and  the  licenfes  abufed;  but  that 
as  thefe  matters  were  already  rec¬ 
tified,  and  a  flop  put  to  the  mif- 
chief,  their  lofingtime  at  this  late 
feafon  in  fuch  an  enquiry  could 
anfwer  no^purpofe.  He  afterwards 
pradifed  a  manoeuvre,  which  he 
knew  would  effedually  check  its 
progrefs,  by  agreeing  in  part  with 
the  motion,  but  changing  the 
mode  of  enquiry,  from  an  open 
or  feled  committe  up  Hairs,  to  a 
committee  of  the  whole  houfe 
withindoors. 

gtk  In  this  comittee,  feveral 
witnefies  were  examined,  and 
among  other  matters  that  appear¬ 
ed  it  came  out,  that  one  of  thofe 
nominal  merchants,  and  a  princi¬ 


pal  ador  in  this  bufinefs,  who  had 
freighted  five  large  fihips  with  the 
moll  valuable  commodities,  was  fo 
totally  unqualified  for  fuch  an  un¬ 
dertaking,  that  he  hawked  about 
a  letter  in  the  city,  from  a  very 
confiderable  officer  belonging  to 
the  treafury,  in  order  to  obtain 
goods  upon  that  credit.  It  was 
faid  by  the  oppofition,  that  fome 
of  the  principal  witnefies  were  fent 
purpofely  out  of  the  way;  that  the 
papers  which  the  houfe  demanded, 
a'nd  which  were  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  for  the  ptirpofes  of  the  enqui¬ 
ry,  were  defignedly  held  back  at 
fome  of  th#  public  offices;  they 
were  therefore  defirous  to  poftpone 
it  for  a  few  days,  until  the  proper 
information  could  be  obtained, 
and  accordingly  moved  the  queftion 
of  adjournment  at  three  leveral 
times,  but  were  conllantly  over¬ 
powered  by  a  majority.  At  length, 
after  being  kept  up  till  five  o’clock 
in  the  morning,  the  miniller  dif- 
folved  the  committee  (without  its 
coming  to  any  refolution  whatever) 
by  the  previous  queftion,  “  That 
the  chairman  do  now  leave  the 
chair,”  which  was  carried  by  a 
majority  of  105  to  31 . 

On  the  13th  the  earl  of  Effing¬ 
ham  revived  the  matter  in  the 
houfe  of  lords,  by  moving  that 
the  neceifary  papers  fiiould  be  laid 
before  the  houfe,  in  order  to  pro- 
fecute  the  enquiry  in  the  enfuing 
felfion.  This  brought  on  very 
warm  debates,  and  fome  farther 
extraordinary  matter,  than  what 
had  appeared  in  the  other  houfe, 
was  laid  before  the  lords.  The 
nicenels  of  fituation  at  length  pre¬ 
vailed,  and  the  minifters  confent- 
ed  to  the  motion. 

The  bufinefs  being  all  carried 
through,  and  a  vote  of  credit  ob¬ 
tained 
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rained  for  a  million  to  anfwer  any 
intermediate  fervice,  an  end  was 
,  at  length  put  to  the  fef- 
23-  .  p1Qn.  The  fpeech  from 
the  throne  contained  nothing  very 
{hiking.  The  ufual  fatisfaCtion 
in  their  conduct  was  exprefTed. 
Information  was  given,  that  no 
alteration  had  taken  place  in  the 
Hate  of  foreign  affairs,  and  that 
the  affurances  received  of  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  feveral  European 
powers,  promifed  a  continuance 
of  the  general  tranquility.  A 
regret  was  exprefTed  for  the  extra¬ 
ordinary  fuppiies  which  it  had 
been  neceiTary  to  demand  ;  and 
thanks  given  to  the  commons  for 
the  readinefs  and  difpatch  with 
which  they  were  granted ;  as  well 
as  an  acknowledgment,  that  they 
had  fhewn  an  equal  regard  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  fervice,  and  the 
eafe  of  the  people,  in  the  manner 
of  railing  them.  A  proper  fruga¬ 
lity  was  promifed.  It  was  obferv- 


ed,  that  they  were  engaged  in  a 
great  national  caufe,  the  profecu- 
tion  of  which  mu  ft  be  attended 
with  many  difficulties,  and  much 
expence;  but  when  they  confider 
that  the  effential  rights  and  inter* 
efts  of  the  whole  empire  are  deep¬ 
ly  concerned  in  theiffueof  it,  and 
can  have  no  fafety  or  fecurity  but 
in  that  conftitutional  fubordina- 
tion  for  which  they  are  contending* 
it  affords  a  conviction  that  they 
will  not  think  any  price  too  high 
for  fuch  objeCts.  A  hope  was  (till 
entertained,  that  his  rebellious 
fubjeCts  would  be  awakened  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  errors,  and  by  a  vo¬ 
luntary  return  to  their  duty,  juf- 
tify  the  reiteration  of  harmony; 
but  if  a  due  fubmiftion,  fhould  not 
be  obtained  from  fuch  motives  and 
difpofitions  on  their  part,  it  was 
trufted,  that  it  fhould  be  e  if  equa¬ 
ted  by  a  full  exertion  of  the  great 
force  with  which  they  had  entnift- 
his  majefty . 


C  H  A  t\ 
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CHAP.  VIII 


Tlifireffes  of  the  army  at  Bofon  during  the  winter.  New  batteries  opened , 
and  the  town  bombarded.  Embarkation.  Gen.  Howe  departs  with  the 
army  to  Halifax .  Siege  of  Quebec  raifed.  Rebels  repulfed  at  three  Rivers t 
Montreal ,  Chamblce ,  and  St.  John's  retaken ;  all  Cana  da  recovered. 
Regulators  and  Emigrants  totally  defeated  and  difperfed  in  North  Caro¬ 
lina.  Hopkins  Jlrips  the  Bahama  Iflands  of  fores  and  artillery .  Lord 
Duntnore  abandons  the  coafs  of  Virginia ;  Fugitives  difperfed .  Sir  Peter 
Parker's  fquadr on,  with  Lord  Cornwallis  and  troops,  arrive  at  Cape 
Fear ,  where  they  meet  Gen.  Clinton  -  proceed  to  Char le flown.  Attack 
on  Sullivan's  If  and.  Circular  letter  from  the  Corigrefs  for  the  efablijh- 
tnent  of  new  governments  in  the  colonies.  Declarations  of  Independency . 
Lord ,  and  Gen.  Howe  appointed  Commijf oners  for  ref  oring  Peace  in  the 
Colonies.  Gen.  Howe ,  with  the  army ,  land  at  Staten  if  and.  Circular 
Letter ,  fent  by  Lord  Howe  to  the  Continent ,  and publifed  by  the  Con - 
grefs.  Letter  to  Gen.  IVafhington ,  ref  u fed.  Conference  between  Adju¬ 
tant  Gen.  Pater fon,  and  Gen.  IVaJbington.  Plots  at  Now  York ,  and  Al¬ 
bany.  Army  landed  at  Long  If  and.  Americans  defeated  with  great 
lofs.  Retire  flently  from  their  Camp ,  and  quit  the  If  and.  Gen.  Sulli¬ 
van  fent  upon  parole  voith  a  mef  age  from  Lord  Howe  to  the  Congrefs  „ 
Fruitlefs  conference  between  his  Lordjhip  and  a  Committee  of  the  Con¬ 
grefs.  Defcent  on  York  If  and-  City  of  New  York  taken- fet  on  fire , 
and  a  great  part  burnt.  Army  pafies  through  the  dangerous  naviga¬ 
tion  called  Hell  Gate ;  land  at  Frogs  Neck ;  Skirmifb  at  the  White 
Plain.  Forts  IValhington  and  Lee  taken ,  and  the  whole  of  York  If  and 
reduced.  Jerfeys  overrun.  Rhode  If  and  reduced. 


THE  delays  and  misfortunes 
which  the  tranfports  and 
victuallers  from  England  and  Ire¬ 
land  had  experienced,  reduced  our 
forces  at  Bofton  to  great  diftrefs. 
To  their  diftlefs  was  added  the 
mortification  of  feeing  feveral  vef- 
fels  which  were  laden  with  thene- 
ceflaries  and  comforts  of  life,  taken 
in  the  very  entrance  of  the  har¬ 
bour;  whilft  different  circumftan- 
ces  of  tide,,  wind,  or  fituation, 
difabled  the  {hips  of  war  from  pre¬ 
venting  the  mifehief.  The  lofs  of 
molt  of  the  coal  fhips  was  particu¬ 
larly  felt,  as  fuel  could  not  be  pro¬ 
cured,  and  the  climate  rendered 
Vo  u.  XIX.  1776. 


that  article  indifpenfible.  The 
wretched  inhabitants  v/ere  in  a 
ftate  Hill  more  deplorable.  Detain¬ 
ed  againll  their  will,  cut  off  from 
all  intercourfe  with  their  friends, 
expofed  to  all  the  confequences  of 
that  contempt  and  averfion  with 
which  a  great  part  of  them  were 
regarded  by  the  foldiery,  and  at 
the  fame  time  in  want  of  almoft 
every  neceftary  of  life.  Calami¬ 
tous  however  as  that  fituation  was, 
it  ferved  as  a  fort  of  refuge  to  thofe 
who  were  either  zealous  in  favour 
of  the  king’s  government,  or  fo 
diflatisfied  with  the  new  ftate  of 
things,  that  they  could  no  longer 
[  K  ]  live 
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Jive  with  comfort,  feme  of  them 
hardly  with  fafety,  in  their  own 
homes. 

It  was  even  feared  that  the  mi¬ 
litary  (lores  would  fail,  and  fait 
provifions  at  length  grew  fcaree. 
The  troops  at  Bunker’s  Hill  un¬ 
derwent  great  hardfhips,  being 
obliged  to  lie  in  tents  all  the  win¬ 
ter,  under  the  driving  fnows,  and 
expofed  to  the  almofl  intolerably 
cutting  winds  of  the  climate  in 
that  feafon,  which  with  the  driCt 
and  conllant  duty  occafioned  by  the 
ilrengthand  vicinity  of  the  enemy, 
rendered  that  fervice  exceedingly 
fevere  both  to  the  private  men  and 
officers.  Various  attempts  were 
made,  to  remedy  or  to  leffen  fome 
of  the  wants  which  now  prevailed 
in  the  army.  That  of  firing,  which 
was  the  mod  immediately  arid  in¬ 
tolerably  preffing,  was  in  fome 
meafure  relieved  by  thedeftruCtion 
of  houfes. 

The  attempts  made  to  procure 
provifions  were  not  attended  with 
any  great  fuccefs.  Some  velfeis 
which  werefent  to  Barbadoes,  ob¬ 
tained  through  the  affiftance  of  the 
governor,  and  before  the  matter 
was  fully  known,  a  quantity  fo 
moderate  that  it  would  not  at 
other  times  have  been  more  taken 
notice  of  than  any  common  occur¬ 
rence  in  trade;  but  being  now  cut 
cdirorn  their  ufual  refourcea,  and 
having  as  they  faid,  a  famine 
daring  them  in  the  face,  with 
So, ooo  Blacks, and  20,000  Whites 
to  feed,  and  no  fufficient  ftook  in 
hand,  nor  no  certain  fupply  in 
profpedtjthe  meafures  was  deemed 
fo  dangerous,  that  it  occafioned  a 
direCt  addrefs  from  the  affernbly 
to  the  king,  including  along  with 
ihe  detail  ot  their  own  melancholy 


dtuation,  drong  complaints  againd 
the  conduCt  of  the  governor. 

A  detachment  of  marines,  with 
an  armed  fhip  and  fome  tranfports, 
were  fent  to  Savanna  in  Georgia, 
with  a  view,  as  it  would  feem  by 
the  event,  of  obtaining  cargoes  of 
rice  and  other  provifions,’  whether 
by  force  or  otherwife.  The  mili¬ 
tia,  however,  took  to  their  arms, 
and  would  not  permit  the  marines 
to  land,  nor  the  fhips  to  hold  any 
correfpondence  with  the  fbore.  In 
the  courfe  of  the  debate  which  arofe 
upon  this  occafion,  fome  officers 
belonging  to  the  colony  were  feiz- 
ed  and  detained  on  board  the  fhips,. 
and  their  releafe  being  refufed  with 
a  high  hand,  and  other  circum- 
danecs  of  aggravation  occcuring 
on  both  Tides,  fome  batteries  were 
fpeedily  ereCted  by  the  militia  on 
the  banks  of  the  river,  and  an  en¬ 
gagement  with  cannon  and  fraall 
arms  took  place,  in  which  fome 
blood  was  fpiit,  and  feven  loaded 
veffels  belonging  to  the  colony, 
which  the  commanders  of  the  king’s 
armed  vefTeis,  feemingly  by  collu- 
fion  with  the  Captains  or  owners, 
had  got  poffeffion  of,  and  whofe 
cargoes  would  effectually  have  an- 
fwered  their  purpofe,  were  defign- 
edlv  burnt  in  the  conflict. 

j 

In  this  date  of  things  on  our 
fide,  she  provincials  before  Bofton, 
were  well  covered  and  well  fup- 
plied  in  their  lines.  They  ex- 
peCted  with  fhe  mod  earned  fob- 
citude  the  fetting  ift  of  the  frodp 
which  ufually  takes  place  there 
about  Chridmas,  and  generally 
covers  the  harbour,  and  all  the  ad¬ 
joining  rivers  and  creeks,  with  a 
furface  of  folid  ice.  They  founded 
great  hopes  upon  this,  as  upon  a 
molt  powerful  auxiliary,  by  whole 
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Uid  they  did  not  only  extend  their 
views  to  the  recovery  of  the  town, 
but  to  thefeizure  or  deftruCtion  of 
the  fleet,  as  well  as  of  the  land 
forces. 

In  thefe  they  were  difappointed. 
‘Fhe  winter  was  uncommonly  mild 

J 

and  the  trod  had  none  of  the  effe&s 
they  expected.  The  expectation, 
however,  probably  influenced  thei  r 
operations,  and  occafioned  their 
continuing  more  quiet  than  they 
otherwife  would  have  done.  The 
arrival  of  a  copy  of  the  king’s 
lpeech,  with  an  account  of  the  fate 
of  the  petition  from  the  continen¬ 
tal  congrefs,  is  faid  to  have  excited 
the  greateft  degree  of  rage  and  in¬ 
dignation  amongft  themjas  a  proof 
of  which  the  former  was  publickly 
burnt  in  the  camp;  and  they  are 
faid  upon  this  occafion  to  have 
changed  their  colours  from  a  plain 
red  ground,  which  they  had  hither¬ 
to  ufed,  to  a  flag  with  thirteen 
ftripes,  as  a  fy mbol  of  the  number 
and  union  of  the  colonies. 

In  the  mean  time  the  arrival 
by  degrees  of  feveral  of  thofe 
fcattered  veffels  which  had  failed 
from  thefe  kingdoms  with  provifi- 
ons  and  necefiaries,  alleviated  in  a 
confiderable  degree  the  diftrefles 
of  the  forces  at  Bofton;  and 
though  the  winter  was  not  fevere 
enongh  to  anfwer  all  the  purpofes 
of  their  enemies ,  the  climate  pre¬ 
vailed  fo  far  as  to  render  both 
parties  fond  of  their  quarters;  to 
check  the  lpirit  of  enterprize,  and 
to  prevent  the  effufion  of  blood  ; 
fo  that  for  two  or  three  months, 
an  unexampled  quiet  prevailed  on 
both  fides. 

During  this  ftate  of  things,  the 
American  cruizers  and  privateers, 
though  yet  poor  and  contemptible, 
being  for  the  greater  part  no  better 


than  whale  boats,  grew  daily  more 
numerous,  and  fuccefsful  againft 
the  tranfports  and  (lore  fliips;  and 
among  a  multitude  of  other  prizes, 
had  the  fortune  of  taking  one, 
which  gave  a  new  colour  to  their 
military  operations.  This  was  an 
ordnance  {hip  from  Woolwich, 
ivhich  had  unfortunately  feparated 
from  her  convoy,  and  being  herfelf 
of  no  force,  was  taken  without  de¬ 
fence  by  a  ftnall  privateer.  This 
veffel  contained  befides  a  large 
mortar  upon  a  new  conftruCtion, 
feveral  pieces  of  fine  brafs  cannon, 
a  large  quantity  of  final i  arms  and 
arnunition,  with  all  manner  of 
tools,  utenfils,  and  machines,  ne- 
ceftary  for  camps  and  artillery,  in 
the  greateft  abundance.  The  lots 
of  this  fhip  was  much  refented  in 
England,  and  occafioned  fotne  ve¬ 
ry  fevere  animadverfion  upon  the 
admiralty,  both  within  doors  and 
without,  for  hazarding  a  cargo  of 
fuch  value  and  importance  in  a 
defencelefs  veffel. 

The  tranquility  at  Bofton,  was 
in  the  beginning  of  March  unex¬ 
pectedly  broke  in  upon,  by  fome 
ludden  and  unexpected  movements 
on  the  fide  ot  the  rebels.  It  is 
faid,  that  as  foon  as  the  Congrefs 
had  received  intelligence  of  the 
prohibitory  aCt,  and  of  the  hiring 
of  foreign  troops,  they  immediately 
difpatched  inftruCtions  to  Gen. 
Waihington,  totally  to  change  the 
mode  of  carrying  on  the  war,  and 
to  bring  affairs  at  Bofton  to  the 
fpeedieft  decifion  that  was  poilible, 
in  order  that  the  army  might  be 
difengaged,  and  at  liberty  to  op- 
pofe  the  new  dangers  with  which 
they  were  threatened. 

However  this  was,  a  battery  was 
opened  near  the  water  fide,  at  a 
place  called  Phipp’s  Farm,  on  the 
[K]  2  jiighc 
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night  of  the  2d  of  March,  from 
whence  a  fevere  cannonade  and 
bombardment  was  carried  on  a- 
gainft  the  town,  and  repeated  on 
the  enfuing  nights.  Whiift  the 
attention  of  the  army  was  occu¬ 
pied  by  the  firing  of  houfes  and 
other  mifchiefs  incident  to  this 
new  attack,  they  beheld  with  in- 
expreffible  furprize,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  5th,  fome  confiderable 
works  appear  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  town,  upon  the  heights  of 
Dorchefter  Point,  which  had  been 
erected  in  the  preceding  night, 
and  from  whence  a  24  pound  and 
a  bomb  battery,  were  loon  after 
opened.  Some  of  our  officers 
have  acknowledged,  that  the  ex¬ 
pedition  with  which  thefe  works 
were  thrownup,  with  their  fudden 
and  unexpected  appearance,  re¬ 
called  to  their  minds  thofie  won¬ 
derful  (lories  of  enchantment  and 
invifible  agency,  which  are  fo  fre¬ 
quent  in  the  Eaftern  Romances. 

The  fituation  of  the  army  was 
now  very  critical.  The  new  works, 
along  with  thofe  others  which  it 
was  evident  would  now  be  fpeedily 
eonftru&ed  on  fome  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  hills,  would  command  the 
town  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
harbour, of  the  beach,  from  whence 
an  embarkation  nuaft  take  place 
in  the  event  of  a  retreat,  and-ren- 
deied  the  communication  between 
th®  troops  in  the  works  at  Bqfton 
Neck,  and  the  main  body,  difficult 
and  dangerous. 

In  thefe  circumftances  no  alter¬ 
native  remained,  but  to  abandon 
the  town,  or  diflodge  the  enemy 
and  deftroy  the  new  works.  Gen. 
JHowe,  with  his  ufual  fpil'it  and 
refolution,  adopted  the  latter,  and 
took  the  neceffary  ineaftres  for  the 
embarkation  of  that  very  evening 


of  five  regiments,  with  the  light 
infantry  and  grenadiers,  upon  a 
fervice,  which  the  whole  army 
muft  of  courfe  have  been  ul  timately 
engaged  in.  This  defign  was 
fruftrated  by  the  intervention  of 
a  dreadful  florm  at  night,  which 
rendered  the  embarkation  imprac¬ 
ticable,  and  thereby  probably 
prevented  the  lofs  of  a  great 
number  of  brave  men,  if  not  of  the 
whole  army. 

It  is  not,  however,  to  be  won¬ 
dered  at,  that  with  a  high  fenfe 
of  the  Britifh  military  honour,  as 
well  as  of  his  own,  the  general 
ibould  hazard  much,  rather  than 
fubinit  to  the  indignity  of  aban¬ 
doning  the  town.  He  commanded 
a  force,  which  he  knew  had  been 
confidered  and  reprefented  here,  as 
fufficient  to  look  down  all  oppofi- 
tion  in  America;  and  which,  in 
reality,  with  refpeCt  to  the  number 
of  regiments,  if  not  of  men,  the 
excellency  of  the  troops,  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  Officers,  and  the 
powerful  artillery  which  they  pof- 
fefied,  would  have  been  deemed 
refpeCtable  in  any  country,  and 
dangerous  by  any  enemy.  With 
fuch  troops  to  give  up  that  town 
which  had  been  the  original  caufe 
of  the  war,  and  the  conftant  ob¬ 
ject  of  contention  fince  its  com¬ 
mencement,  to  a  raw  and  defpifed 
militia,  feemed  exclulive  of  all 
other  ill  confequences,  a  difgrace 
not  to  be  borne.  But  thefe  brave 
men  had,  by  a  variety  of  events, 
and  perhaps  it  will  be  thought, 
through  original  error  and  mifcon- 
duCt  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
war,  been  reduced  to  fuch  circum- 
ftances,  and  hedged  in,  in  fuch  a; 
manner,  that  no  means  were  left 
for  an  exertion  of  their  force  and 
courage,  that  were  not  fubjeCl  to 
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the  greated  danger  without  af¬ 
fording  a  profpect  of  fuccefs. 

Fortune  prevented  this  perilous 
trial  in  the  fird  indance.  On  the 
day  that  fucceeded  the  temped, 
thedefign  was  reafiumed,  but  up¬ 
on  a  nearer  infpe&ion  it  was  difco- 
vered,  that  a  new  work  had  been 
thrown  up,  which  was  dronger 
than  any  of  the  former,  and  that 
the  whole  were  now  fo  completely 
fortified,  that  all  hope  of  forcing 
them  was  at  an  end.  It  became 
clear  alfo  that  Bofton  was  not  a 
fituation  very  happily  chofen  for 
the  improvement  of  any  advantage 
which  might  be  obtained  towards 
the  reduction  of  the  colonies. 

Nothing  now  remained  but  to 
abandon  the  town,  and  to  convey 
the  troops,  artillery,  and  Fores,  on 
board  the  fkips.  Nor  was  this 
lad  refort  free  from  difficulty  and 
danger.  The  enemy,  however, 
continued  quiet  in  their  works, and 
made  not  the  fmalled  attempt  to 
obdruCt  the  embarkation,  or  even 
to  moled  the  rear,  it  is  fajd,  and, 
though  it  was  pofitively  denied  by 
the  minifters  in  both  houfes,  feems 
to  be  generally  believed,  that  fome 
kind  of  convention  or  agreement, 
whether  verbal,  or  only  underdood 
by  fecondary  means,  was  edablifh- 
ed  between  the  commanders  in 
chief  on  each  fide,  and  that  the  ab¬ 
staining  from  hoftility  on  the  one, 
was  the  condition  of'  faving  the 
town  on  the  other.  In  proof  of 
this  it  is  affirmed, that  combudibles 
were  ready  laid  for  firing  the  town, 
and  that  the  feleCt  men  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  go  out,  and  to  hold  a 
conference  with  Gen.  Wadiington 
upon  the  fubjeCt. 

Notwithdanding  this  fecurit-y, 
the  embarkation  could  not  be  re¬ 
gulated  in  fucha  manner,  though 


ten  days  were  fpent  in  carrying  it 
into  execution, as  to  prevent  fome 
degree  of  precipitation,  diforder, 
and  lofs.  It  refembled  more  the 
emigration  of  a  nation,  than  the 
breaking  up  of  a  camp.  1500  of 
the  inhabitants,  whofe  attachment 
to  the  royal  caufe  had  rendered 
them  obnoxious  to  their  country¬ 
men,  incumbered  the  tranfports 
with  their  families  and  effeCts. 
The  Officers  had  laid  out  their 
money  in  furniture,  and  fuchother 
conveniences  as  were  neceffary  to 
render  their  fituation  tolerable;  no 
purchafers  could  be  procured  for 
thefe  efte&s;  and  it  would  have 
been  cruelty  in  the  extreme  to 
many  of  them,  to  have  been  under 
a  neceffity  of  leaving  their  whole 
fubdance  behind.  The  foldiers 
were  embarrafled  by  their  conti¬ 
nual  duty,  and  all  carriages  and 
labour  that  could  be  procured  in 
the  town,  were  of  courle  monopo¬ 
lized  by  the  emigrant  inhabitants. 
Every  perfon  had  fome  private  con¬ 
cern,  which  was  diffident  to  occu¬ 
py  his  time  and  thoughts.  The 
lick,  wounded,  women,  and  chil- 
dred,  called  for  every  care  and  at¬ 
tention,  and  of  courfe  increafed 
the  embarraffinent  and  didrefs. 
It  will  not  be  difficult  to  fuppofe 
fome  part  of  the  confufion  incident 
to  fuch  circumdances. 

The  General’s  fituation  was  truly 
pitiable.  But  lie  bore  it  with 
great  fortitude;  and  conducted  the 
whole  with  admirable  temper. 
Some  difcontents  appeared,  which 
were  to  be  endured  and  allayed. 
Scarcity  of  provifions,  and  ill  fuc¬ 
cefs,  always  bred  dilcontent  in 
camps.  This  was  in  fome  mea- 
fure  the  cafe  at  prefent.  The  Ge¬ 
neral  having  received  no  advices 
from  England  fince  the  preceding 
\K  ]  3  .  month 


i5o]  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


month  of  October,  they  confidered 
themfelves  in  a  great  meafure  as 
abandoned,  and  left  to  extricate 
themfelves  as  they  might  out  of 
the  unfortunate  fituation  in  which 
they  had  been  involved.  Difcon- 
tents  are  excedingly  fruitful;  one 
generating  a  number  of  others  in  a 
very  fmall  fpace  of  time.  Mutual 
jealoufies  prevailed  betweea  the 
army  and  navy  ;  each  attributing 
to  the  other,  the  caufe  of  fome  part 
of  that  uneafinefs  which  itfelf  felt. 
The  intended  voyage  to  Halifax, 
was  fubjeCt  to  circurnftances  of  a 
very  alarming  nature.  The  coaft, 
at  all  times  dangerous,  wasdread- 


fully  fo  at  this  tempefluous  equi¬ 
noctial  feafon,  and  the  multitude 
ot  fhips,  which  amounted  to  about 
150,  increafed  the  difficulty  and 
apprehenfion.  As  the  high  north- 
eaft  winds  now  prevailed,  they 
were  alfo  liable  to  be  blown  off  to 
the  Weft  Indies,  without  a  (lock  of 
provifions  in  any  degree  fufficient 
to  fubfift  them  in  fuch  a  paf- 
fage.  And,  to  render  matters  ftill 
more  irkfome,  they  were  going  to 
a  fterile  miferable  country,  which 
was  incapable  of  affording  thofe 
reliefs  which  they  fo  much  wanted. 
It  could  not  pafs  the  obfervation, 
and  was  highly  vexatious  to  the 
military,  that  all  this  dangerous 
voyage,  if  completed,  was  di¬ 
rectly  fo  much  out  of  their  way. 
They  were  going  to  the  northern 
extremity  of  the  continent,  when 
their  bufinefs  lay  in  the  fouthern, 
or  at  leaft  about  the  center. 

The  neceffity  of  the  fitu  ation  left 
no  choice  of  meafures,  and  regret 

March  i"/  was  ufe,sfs-  As  the 

1  s  '  rear  embanced,  Gen. 

'  ‘  Wafhington  marched 
into  the  town  with  Drums  beating, 
colours  flying,  and  in  all  the 


triumph  of  victory.  He  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  remaining  inhabi¬ 
tants,  and  acknowledged  by  the 
refugees,  who  now  recovered  their 
ancient  pofleffions,  with  every  mark 
of  refpeCt  and  gratitude, that  could 
poilibly  be  fhewn  to  a  deliverer. 
The  affembly  of  the  province  were 
no  lefs  jealous  in  their  public 
acknowledgements.  His  anfwer 
was  proper,  moderate  and  be¬ 
coming  his  fituatjon.  The  king’s 
forces  were  tinder  a  neceftity  of 
leaving  a  confiderable  quantity  of 
artillery  and  fome  ftores  behind. 
The  cannon  upon  Bunker’s  Hill, 
and  at  Bofton  Neck,  could  not  be 
carried  off.  Attempts  were  made  to 
render  them  unferviceable;  but  the 
hurry  which  then  prevailed,  pre¬ 
vented  their  having  any  great  ef¬ 
fect.  Some  mortars  and  pieces  of 
Cannon  which  were  thrown  into  the 
water,  were  afterwards  weighed 
up  by  the  town’s  people. 

Tims  was  the  long  contefted 
town  of  Bofton  at  length  given  up, 
the  colony  of  Maffachufett’s  Bay, 
for  the  prefent  freed  from  war, 
and  left  at  liberty  to  adopt  every 
meafure  which  could  tend  to  its 
futureftrength  and  fecurity.  Itwas 
above  a  week  before  the  weather 
permitted  the  fleet  to  get  entirely 
clear  of  the  harbour  and  road;  but 
they  had  ample  amends  made  them 
in  the  paffage,  the  voyage  to  Ha¬ 
lifax  being fhorter  and  happier  than 
could  have  been  hopedfor.  Several 
flhips  of  war  were  left  behind  to 
proteCt  the  veffels  which  fhould 
arrive  from  England;  in  which, 
however,  they  were  not  perfectly 
fuccefsful,  the  great  extent  of  the 
Bay,  with  its  numerous  iflands  and 
creeks,  and  the  number  of  fmall 
ports  that  furrounded  it,  affording 
fuch  opportunities  to  the  provinci- 
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al  armed  boats,  and  feveral  priva¬ 
teers,  that  they  took  a  number  of 
thefe  lliips,  which  were  ftill  in  ig¬ 
norance  that  the  town  had  chang¬ 
ed  matters. 

As  feverai  movements  made  by 
the  rebels,  and  particularly  their 
taking  ftations  on  the  neighbouring 
ittands,  indicated  a  defign  of  at¬ 
tacking  Cattle  William,  the  pof- 
lettion  of  which  would  be  the  means 
of  locking  up  the  fhips  of  war  in 
the  harbour,  and  of  rendering  ail 
fut  ure  attempts  npon  the  town  by 
lea  imprafticable,  General  Howe 
thought  it  neceffary  to  blow  up 
and  demolifh  the  fortifications  on 
that  ifland  before  his  departure. 

GeneraljWafhington  was  now  in 
poffeflion  of  the  capital  of  Maffa- 
chuffet’sBay ;  but  being  ignorant  of 
the  aettination  of  the  Beet,  and  ap- 
prehenfiveof  an  attempt  upon  New 
York,  he  detached  feveral  regi¬ 
ments  for  theprote&ionof  thatcity, 
on  the  very  day  upon  which  he 
took  poffelfion  of  Bottom  The  roy¬ 
al  army  were  not  however  at  that 
time  in  circumftances  that  admit¬ 
ted  of  their  undertaking  any  expe¬ 
dition.  They  did  not  exceed,  it  is 
Paid,  nine  thoufand  healthy  and  ef¬ 
fective  men,  and  were  in  other 
refpeCts  by  no  njeans  fufficiently 
provided. 

The  ettates  and  ettefts  of  thofe 
emigrants  who  had  accompanied 
Gen.  Ho  we  to  Halifax,  were  order¬ 
ed  to  be  fold,  and  the  produce  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  public  fervice.  Some 
who  ventured  to  ttay  behind  though 
they  knew  themfelves  to  be  ob¬ 
noxious  totbeprefent  government, 
were  brought  to  trial  as  public  e- 
nemies,  and  betrayers  of  their 
country;  and  the  ettates  of  fuch 
as  were  found  guilty  were  conhf- 
cated  in  the  fame  manner.  But 


nothing  occupied  fo  much  at  pre- 
fent  the  minds  of  the  people  of  Bof- 
ton,  or  had  fo  much  attention  paid 
to  it  by  the  province  in  general,  as 
the  putting  of  that  town  in  fuch  a 
ftate  of  defence,  as  might  prevent 
a  repetition  of  thofe  evils  which  is 
had  lately  undergone.  For  this  pur- 
pofe,  the  greateft  dilligence  was 
ufed  in  fortifying  the  town  and 
harbour;  fome  foreign  engineers 
were  procured  to  fuperintend  the 
works,  and  every  inhabitant  dedi¬ 
cated  two  days  in  the  week  to  their 
conttrudtion.  Great  doubts  may, 
however,  be  entertained,  whether 
Botton  can  he  rendered  tenable  a- 
gain  ft  an  army,  though  thefe  works 
may  preferve  it  from  infult. 

During  thefe  tranfaClions  at 
Botton,  the  Blockade  of  Quebec, 
was  continued  under  great  diffi¬ 
culties  by  Arnold.  Reinforcements 
arrived  flowly,  and  the  Canadians, 
who  are  not  by  any  means  remark¬ 
able  for  conftartcy,  were  disheart¬ 
ened  and  wavering.  It  feems,  as  if 
the  Congrefs  was  unequal  in  con- 
du£,  as  well  as  refources,  to  the 
management  of  fo  many  operati¬ 
ons  at  the  fame  time.  The  fuc- 
cours  that  were  fent,  fuffered  in¬ 
credible  hardfhips  in  their  march; 
which  they  endured  with  that  for¬ 
titude  which  had  hitherto  diftin- 
guilhed  the  Provincials  in  this  war. 
On  the  other  hand,  General  Carle- 
ton  guarded,  with  his  ufual  vigi¬ 
lance  againft  every  effort  of  fraud 
force,  and  furprize;  but  as  all 
fupplies  were  cut  off  from  the 
country,  the  inhabitants  and  gar- 
rifon  experienced  many  diftreffes. 

As  the  feafon  approached,  in 
which  fupplies  from  England  were 
inevitable,  the  Americans  grew 
more  a&ive  in  the  operations. 
They  again  renewed  the  fiege, 
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and  ereCted  batteries,  and  made 
feveral  attempts  by  fire  (hips,  and 
otherwife,  to  burn  the  veffels  in 
the  harbour.  They  failed  in  thefe 
attempts,  though  fome  of  them 
were  very  boldly  conducted;  and 
their  troops  were  at  one  time  drawn 
up,  and  ficaling ladders  with  every 
other  preparation,  in  readme fs  for 
fforming  the  town,  during  the 
confufion  which  they  expected  the 
fire  would  have  produced.  Though 
they  had  not  all  the  iuccefs  they 
w idled,  they  however  burnt  a 
great  part  of  the  fuburbs,  and  the 
remaining  houfes  beingpulleddown 
to  prevent  the  fpreading  of  the 
conflagration,  afforded  a  moft  fea- 
fonable  relief  of  fuel  to  the  town, 
which  had  for  fome  time  been 
exceedingly  difirefled  through  the 
want  of  that  neceflary.  During 
this  flate  of  things,  a  party  of  Ca¬ 
nadians  which  had  been  embodied 

Mar  ?ah  by  Mr.  Beaujeu,  with 
‘ .  ■  5  *  a  defign  of  railing  the 

dege,  were  encountered  on  their 
march,  and  eafily  difperfed  by  a 
detachment  of  the  rebels. 

This  fmall  fuccefs  was  not  Song 
fiufhcient  tq  iupport  the  fpirits  of 
the  provincials.  Having  failed  in 
all  their  attempts  with  fhells,  fire¬ 
ships,  and  red  hot  balls,  to  caufe 
a  conflagration  in  the  city,  their 
hope  of  taking  it  by  (forms  ceafed, 
whilff  that  of  fiucceedipg  by  a. re¬ 
gular  fiege  was  daily  leflened,  in¬ 
deed  their  artillery  was  far  from 
being  equal  to  any  great  fer- 
vice.  Although  considerable  rein¬ 
forcements  arrived  in  the  remote 
parts  of  the  province,  the  various 
impediments  of  bad  roads,  bad 
weather,  and  the  want  of  neceffa- 
ries  fuitable  to  the  fervice,  prevent¬ 
ed  their  being  able  to  join  them. 
In  the  ftate  of  defpondency  coo™ 


fequent  of  thefe  circumftaneej , 
that  fcourgeand  terror  of  the  wef- 
tern  continent  and  of  its  numerous 
nations,  the  fmall  pox,  broke  out, 
and  made  its  ufual  cruel  ravages 
amongff  them.  Nor  was  the  imme¬ 
diate  effect  with  refpeCt  to  life  or 
health  the  worfe  confequence  of 
the  calamity;  for  that  diforder  be¬ 
ing  confidered  as  the  American 
plague,  and  regarded  with  ail  the 
horror  incident  to  that  name,  the 
dread  of  infection  broke  in  upon 
every  other  confideration,  and  ren¬ 
dered  it  difficult,  if  not  impracti¬ 
cable,  to  fuftain  difeipline,  or  pre¬ 
fer  ve  order. 

In  this  fituation,  the  provincial 
accounts  informs  us,  that  they  in¬ 
tended  to  raife  the  liege  before  the 
arrival  of  the  fuccours  from  Eng¬ 
land,  and  that  Gen.  Woofter,  who 
at  that  time  held  the  command, 
with  fome  other  of  the  principal 
officers,  had  already  gone  to  Mon¬ 
treal  to  make  fome  preparations 
neceflary  for  the  facilitating  of 
that  purpofe.  If  fpeh  a  defign 
was  formed,  it  was  prevented  from 
being  carried  fuccefsfully  into  ex¬ 
ecution,  by  the  zeal  and  a&ivity 
of  the  officers  and  crews  cf  the 
Ifis  man  of  war,  and  of  two  fri¬ 
gates  which  were  the  firft  that  had 
failed  from  England  with  fuccours, 
and  who  with  great  labour,  con¬ 
duct,  and  refolution,  having  forc¬ 
ed  their  way  through  the  ice,  ar¬ 
rived  at  Quebec  before  the  paflage 
was  deemed  practicable.  The  un¬ 
expected  fight  of  the  fhips,  threw 
the  befiegers  into  the  greateft  con¬ 
firmation,  which  was  not  leflened 
by  the  immediate  efFeCt,  of  their 
cutting  off  all  communication  be¬ 
tween  their  forces  on  the  different 
Tides  of  the  river. 

General  Carleton,  was  too  well 

'•  ‘  1  "  verfed 
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yerfed  In  military  affairs,  to  lofe 
any  time  in  feizing  the  advantages 
which  the  prefent  fituation  afforded. 
A  fmall  detachment  of  land  forces 
which  arrived  in  the  fhips  of  war, 
together  with  their  marines,  being 
landed  with  the  utmoft  expedition, 
and  joined  to  the  garrifon,  the 
t\/i  t  Governor  immediately 
6th‘  marched  out  at  their 
head  to  attack  the  rebel  camp. 
There  he  found  every  thing  in  the 
utmoft  confufion  ;  they  had  not 
even  covered  themfelves  with  an 
intrenchment,  and  having  already 
begun  a  retreat,  upon  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  our  troops  they  fled  on  all 
ftdes,  abandoning  their  artillery, 
military  ftores,  fcaling  ladders, 
and  other  matters  of  incumbrance. 
The  flight  was  fo  precipitate  as 
fcarcely  to  admit  of  any  execution; 
nor  were  the  King’s  forces  in  any 
condition  for  a  purfuit,  if  pru¬ 
dence  could  even  have  juftified  the 
meafure.  Some  of  the  fick  became 
prifoners.  During  this  tranfadtion, 
our  fmaller  Ibips  of  war  made  their 
way  up  the  river  with  fuch  expe¬ 
dition  and  fuccefs,  that  they  took 
feveral  fmall  veffels  belonging  to 
the  enemy,  and  retook  the  Gafpee 
floop  of  war, which  they  had  feized 
in  the  beginning  of  the  preceding 
winter. 

Thus  was  the  mi^ed  liege  and 
blockade  of  Quebec  raifed,  alter 
a  continuance  of  about  five  months. 
And  thus  was  Canada  preferved  by 
a  fortitude  and  conftancy,  which 
muft  ever  be  remembered  with  ho¬ 
nour  to  the  Governor  and  garrifon. 
From  this  rime  the  provincials  ex¬ 
perienced  a  continual  feries  of 
Ioffes  and  misfortunes,  in  that  pro¬ 
vince.  The  Governor  {hewed  he 
was  worthy  of  his  fuccefs,  by  an 
Z.O.  which  immediately  fucceeded 
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it,  and  which  does  great  honour  to 
his  humanity.  A  number  of  the 
fick  and  wounded  provincials  lay 
fcattered  about  and  hid  in  the 
neighbouring  woods  and  villages, 
where  they  were  in  the  greatest 
danger  of  peri  filing  under  the  com¬ 
plicated  prefiure  of  want, fear,  and 
difeafe.  To  prevent  this  melan¬ 
choly  confequence,  he  iffued  a  pro¬ 
clamation,  commanding  the  pro¬ 
per  officers  io  find  out  thefe  unhap¬ 
py  perfons,  and  to  afford  them  all 
neceflary  relief  and  ailiftance  at 
the  public  expence;  whilft,  to  ren¬ 
der  the  benefit  complete,  and  to 
prevent  obftinacy  or  apprshenfion. 
from  marring  its  effedt,  he  affured 
them,  that  foon  as  they  were  reco¬ 
vered  they  fhould  have  free  liberty 
to  return  to  their  refpedive  pro¬ 
vinces. 

"I  owards  the  end  of  May,  feve¬ 
ral  regiments  from  Ireland,  one 
from  England,  another  from  Ge¬ 
neral  Howe,  together  with  the 
Brunfwick  troops,  arrived  fuccef- 
fively  in  Canada;  fo  that  the  whole 
force  in  that  province,  when  com¬ 
pleted  was  eftimated  to  about 
13,000  men.  The  general  rendez- 
vouz  was  at  Three  Rivers,  which 
lies  half  way  between  Qaebec  and 
Montreal  ;  and  at  the  computed 
diftance  ot  about  ninety  miles  from 
each.  This  place  lies  on  the  north 
fide  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  takes 
its  name  from  the  vicinity  of  one 
of  the  branches  of  a  large  river, 
whofe  waters  are  difcharged  thro’ 
three  mouths,  into  that  great  re¬ 
fer  voir. 

The  provincials  continued  theif 
retreat  till  they  arrived  m  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  river  Sorei,  which  falls 
into  theSt  .Lawrence  at  the  diftance 
of  about  140  miles  from  Quebec, 
where  they  joined  fomeofthofe 

rein- 
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reinforcements  that  had  not  been 
able  to  proceed  farther  to  their  af- 
fiftance;  but  the  whole  were  now 
Sunk  in  fpirit,  and  debilitated  in 
aft.  To  complete  their  misfor¬ 
tunes,  the  fmall  pox  had  fpread 
through  all  their  quarters. 

Thefedifcouragingchrcuraftances 
were  not  fcfficient  to  damp  the  fpi- 
rits  of  enterprize  in  their  leaders, 
a  very  daring,  and  not  ill  laid  plan, 
was  formed  for  the  furprife  of  the 
King’s  forces  at  the  three  rivers; 
which,  if  it  had  been  attended  with 
all  the  fuccefs  it  was  capable  of, 
might  have  been  ranked  among  the 
mo  ft  confiderable  military  at- 
chievements  of  that  natute. 

The  Britifh  and  Bruniwick  for¬ 
ces  were  at  this  time  much  fepa- 
rated.  A  confiderable  body  were 
ftationed  at  Three  Rivers  under 
the  command  of  Brigadier  General 
Frazer.  Another  under  that  of 
Brigadier  General  Nefbit,  lay  near 
'them  on  board  the  tranfports.  A 
greater  than  either  along  with  the 
Generals  Carleton,  Burgoyne,  Phi¬ 
lips  and  the  German  General, 
Reidefel,  were  in  feveral  divifions 
by  land  and  water,  on  the  way 
from  Quebec.  The  diftance  from 
Sorel  was  about  fifty  miles,  and 
feveral  armed  veffels,  and  tranf¬ 
ports  full  of  troops,  which  had  got 
higher  up  than  Three  Rivers,  lay 
full  in  the  way. 

In  the  face  of  all  thefe  difficul¬ 
ties,  a  body  of  about  2000  men, 
under  the  command  of  a  Major 
General  Thompfon,  embarked  at 
Sorel  in  fifty  boats,  and  coafting 
the  fouth  fide  of  what  is  called  the 
Lake  of  St.  Peter,  where  the  St. 
Lawrence  fpreads  to  a  great  extent, 
arrived  at  Nicolet,  from  whence 
they,  fell  down  the  river  by  night, 
and  palled  to  the  other  fide,  with 
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an  intention  of  furprifmg  the  forces 
under  General  Frazer.  Three  Ri¬ 
vers  is  rather  to  beconfidered  as  a 
long  village,  than  a  regular  town^ 
and  thedefign  was,  that  it  fhould 
be  attacked  a  little  before  break  of 
day,  and,  at  the  fame  inftant,  by 
a  ftrong  detachment  at  each  end? 
while  two  fin  alter  were  drawn  up 
in  readinefs  to  covor  or  fupport 
them.  If  the  fuccefs  fhould  have 
proved  complete,  the  defign  was 
extended  to  the  deftruftion  of  all 
thofe  veffels  which  lay  near  the 
fliore. 

The  concurrent  circumftances 
nececeffary  to  give  effeft  to  this  de¬ 
fign  were  too  numerous,  to  afford 
any  ftrong  confidence  of  fuccefs. 
It  was  one  of  thofe  bold  under*? 
takings  which  might  have  been 
productive  of  great  advantage;  but 
which  was  of  too  perilous  a  nature 
for  any  thing  lefs  than  the  moil 
defperate  fituation  of  affairs  to 
juftify.  They  miffed  their  time  by 
about  an  hour,  which  though  they 
paffed  the  armed  fhips  without  ob- 
iervation,  occafioned  their  being 
difcovered  and  the  alarm  given  at 
their  landing.  They  afterwards 
got  into  bad  grounds,  and  were  in¬ 
volved  into  many  other  difficulties, 
which  threw  them  into  diforder  and 
confufion.  In  this  ftateT  e  , 
they  found  General  Fra-*^une  t:1‘ 
zer’s  corps  in  preparation  to  re¬ 
ceive  them,  haying  landed  feveral 
light  fix  pounders,  which  were 
played  upon  them  with  great  ef¬ 
feft.  While  they,  were  thus  en¬ 
gaged  in  front,  Brigadier  Nefbit, 
whofe  tranfports  lay  higher  up  the 
river,  landed  his  forces  full  in  their 
way  back. 

Nothing  was  left  but  a  retreat, 
the  accomphfhment  of  which  was 
more  to  be  wiilied  for  than  hoped, 

Nefbit ’s 
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Jslefbit’s  corps  kept  the  river  fide 
to  prevent  their  efcape  to  the 
boats,  while  Frazer’s,  in  purfuit, 
galled  them  feverely  with  their  light 
artillery.  Between  both,  they  were 
driven  for  feme  miles  through  a 
deep  fwamp,,  which  they  traverf- 
ed  with  inconceivable  toil,  expofed 
to  conftant  danger,  and  enduring 
every  degree  of  diftrefs.  The  Bri- 
tifh  troops  at  length  grew  tired  of 
the  purfuit,  and  the  woods  afforded 
them  a  wifhed-for  fhelter.  The 
firfh  and  fecond  in  command,  with 
about  200  others,  were  taken  pri- 
foners.  It  will  be  eafily  conceived 
that  our  lofs  was  trifling. 

This  was  the  lad  appearance  of 
vigour  {Viewed  by  the  provincials  in 
Canada.  The  whole  army  having 
joined  at  Three  Rivers, pu fired  for¬ 
wards  by  land  and  water  with  great 
expedition.  When  the 
fleet  arrived  at  Sorel,  they 
found  the  enemy  had  abandoned 
that  place  fome  hours  before,  dif- 
manteled  the  batteries  which  they 
had  ere&ed  to  defend  the  entrance 
into  that  river,  and  had  carried  off 
their  artillery  and  (lores.  A  ftrong 
column  was  here  landed  under  the 
command  of  General  Rurgoyne, 
with  orders  to  advance  along  the 
Sorel  to  St.  John’s,  v/hilft  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  fleet  and  army  fail¬ 
ed  up  the  river  tq  Longueil,  the 
place  of  paffage  fromtbe  iiland  of 
Montreal  to  La  Prairie  on  the  con¬ 
tinent.  Here  they  difeovered  that 
the  rebels  had  abandoned  the  city 
and  iftand  of  Montreal  on  the  pre¬ 
ceding  evening,  and  that  if  the 
wind  had  been  favourable,  they 
might  have  met  at  this  place.  The 
army  was  immediately  landed  on 
the  continent,  and  inarching  by 
La  Prairie,  croffed  the  Peninfuia 
formed  by  the  St.  Lawrence  and 


the  Sorel  in  order  to  join  General 
Burgoyne  at  St. John’s, where  they 
expelled  a  (land,  and  a  ffrong  re- 
fiftance  would  have  been  made. 

That  General  purfued  his  march 
along  the  Sorel  without  intermifli- 
onjbut  with  that  caution  neceffary 
in  a  country  not  wholly  cleared  of 
the  enemy  , and  where  their  laft  and 
moft  defperate  efforts  were  to  be 
expe&ed  .  He  arrived  at  St,  John’s 
on  the  evening  of  the  1 8th,  where 
he  found  the  buildings  in  flames, 
and  nearly  every  thing  deffroyed 
that  could  not  be  carried  oft.  The 
provincials  acled  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner  at  Chamblee,  and  burned  fuch 
veffels  as  they  were  not  able  to 
drag  up  the  rapids  in  their  way  to 
Lake  Champlain,  where  they  im¬ 
mediately  embarked  for  Crown 
Point.  Though  their  flight  was 
precipitate,  they  fuftained  no  lofs, 
and  a  General  Sullivan,  who  com¬ 
manded  in  the  retreat,  received 
public  thanks  for  the  prudence  with 
which  he  conduced,  it  by  which 
he  faved  their  Turned  army,  at  a 
time,  they  fay,  when  it  was  en¬ 
cumbered  with  a  vaft  multitude  of 
fick,  moft  of  whom  were  ill  of  the 
fmall-pox 

Thus  was  an  end  happily  put  to 
the  war  in  Canada.  The  pleafure 
of  which,  was,  however,  confider- 
ably  checked,  by  the  reftraint 
which  was  now  laid  upon  the  fur¬ 
ther  operation  of  the  army  in  that 
quarter  For  as  the  enemy  werb 
mafters  of  Lake  Champlain,  it  was 
impoftible  for  the  forces  to  proceed 
to  the  fou th  ward,  until  fuch  a  num¬ 
ber  of  vellels  were  conftru&ed  or 
obtained,  as  would  afford  a  fuperi- 
ority,  and  enable  them  to  traverfe 
that  lake  with  fafety.  The  doing 
this  was  a  work  of  labour  and 
time;  for  though  fix  armed  veffels 


were 
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were  fent  from  England  for  that 
purpofe,  the  fails  of  Chamblee 
rendered  the  means  of  conveying 
them  to  the  lake  highly  difficult, 
and  a  matter  which  required  much 
ingenuity  and  induftry.  A  vaft 
number  of  other  veffels  were  alfo 
nec-eflarily  to  be  conftrudted  both 
for  conveyance  and  protection. 

The  neceffity  under  which  we 
have  feen  Governor  Martinobliged 
to  feek  refuge  on  board  a  fhip  of 
war  in  Cape  Fear  river,  did  not 
damp  his  ardour  in  the  public  fer- 
vice,  nor  reftrain  his  attempts  to' 
reduce  the  province  of  North  Ca¬ 
rolina  to  obedience.  His  confi¬ 
dence  of  fuccefs  was  increafed,  by 
the  knowledge  he  had  that  a  fqua- 
drcr-i  of  men  of  war  with  feven  re¬ 
giments,  under  the  conduct  of  Sir 
Peter  Parker  and  Lord  Cornwallis, 
were  to  depart  from  Ireland  on  an 
expedition  to  the  fouthern  provin¬ 
ces  in  the  beginning  of  the  year, 
and  that  North  Carolina  was  their 
jirft  if  not  principal  objeCl.  He 
alfo  knew  that  General  Clinton, 
■with  a  fmall  detachment,  was  on 
his  way  from  Bofton  to  meet  them 
at  Cape  Fear.  1  l: 

The  connection  he  had  formed 
with  a  body  of  defperate  people, 
lately  confidered  as  rebels  to  the 
King’s  government,  now  equally 
enemies  to  the  provincial  eftablifh- 
ment,  who  we  have  frequently 
had  occafion  to  take  notice  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Regulators,  as  well 
as  with  the  Highland  emigrants, 
feemed  to  infure  the  reduction  of 
the  infurgents,  even  independent 
of  the  expeCled  force.  That  co¬ 
lony  was  deemed  .the  weaker!  in 
America,  except  Georgia;  and 
the  two  parties  we  have  mention¬ 
ed  were  numerous,  aCting,  daring, 
and  the  former  were  at  this  time. 


as  well  as  the  latter,  zealoufly  at¬ 
tached  to  the  royal  caufe.  The 
Highlanders  were  confidered  as 
naturally  warlike,  and  the  Regula¬ 
tors,  from  fituation,  habits,  and 
manner  of  living,  to  be  much  bol¬ 
der,  hardier,  and  better  markfmen 
than  thofe  who  had  been  bred  to 
other  courfes,  and  in  more  civiliz¬ 
ed  parts  of  the  country. 

The  governor  fent  feveral  com- 
miifions  to  thefe  people  for  the  rai¬ 
ling  and  commanding  of  regiments, 
and  granted  another  to  a  Mr. 
Mc’Donald  to  aCt  as  their  general- 
Ple  alfo  fent  them  a  proclamation, 
commanding  all  perfons  on  their 
allegiance,  to  repair  to  the  royal 
ftandard  which  was  ereCted  by 
General  M’ Donald  about  the  mid¬ 
dle  of  February. 

Upon  the  firft  advice  of  their 
affiembling  at  a  place  called  Crofs 
Creek,  Brigadier  General  Moore 
immediately  marched  at  the  head 
of  the  provincial  regiment  which 
he  commanded,  with  fuch  militia 
as  he  could  fuddenly  coiled!,  and 
fome  pieces  of  cannon,  within  a 
few  miles  of  them,  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  an  important  pod  called 
Rockfifh  Bridge,  which  as  he  was 
much  inferior  in  ftrength,  he  im¬ 
mediately  intrenched  and  rendered 
defenfible.  He  had  not  been  many 
days  in  this,  petition,  where  he  was 
receiving  and  expetting  fuccours, 
when  Genernal  Mc’Do-p^ 
nald  approached  at  the 
head  of  his  army,  and  fent  a  letter 
to  Moore, inclofing  the  Governor’s 
proclamation,  and  recommending 
to  him  and  his  party  to  join  the 
King’s  ftandard  by  a  given  hour 
the  next  day,  or  that  he  mu  ft  be 
under  a  neceffity  of  confidering 
them  as  enemies. 

As  Moore  knew  that  the  provin¬ 
cial 
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cial  forces  were  marching  from  all 
quarters,  be  protracted  the  nego- 
ciation,  in  hopes  that  the  Tory 
army,  as  they  called  it,  might 
have  been  furrounded.  In  his  final 
anfwer  he  declared,  that  he  and  his 
officers  confidered  themfelves  as  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  cauie  the  mold  glorious 
and  honourable  in  the  world,  the 
defence  of  the  liberties  of  man¬ 
kind;  he  reminded  the  emigrants 
of  the  ungrateful  return  they  made 
to  the  kind  reception  they  met  in 
the  colony;  and  the  General,  with 
fome  of  his  officers,  of  an  oath 
they  had  taken  a  little  before,  and 
upon  which  they  were  permitted 
to  come  into  the  country,  that  they 
only  came  to  fee  their  friends  and 
relations,  without  any  concern 
whatever  in  public  affairs.  In  re¬ 
turn  to  the  proclamation,  he  fent 
them  the  tell  propofed  by  the  Con- 
grefs,  with  a  proffer,  that  if  they 
fubfcribed  it,  and  laid  down  their 
arms,  they  fhould  be  received  as 
friends;  but  if  they  refufed  to  com¬ 
ply,  they  mail  expeCt  confequences 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  they  had 
held  out  to  his  people. 

In  the  mean  time,  M‘ Donald 
perceived  the  danger  he  was  in  of 
being  enclofed,  and  abruptly 
quitting  his  ground,  endeavoured 
with  confiderable  dexterity,  by 
forced  marches,  the  unexpected 
palling  of  rivers,  and  the  greateft 
celerity  of  movement,  to  diien- 
gage  himfelf.  It  feems,  the  great 
and  immediate  objeCt  in  view  with 
this  party,  was  to  bring  Governor 
Martin,  with  Lord  William  Camp¬ 
bell,  and  General  Clinton,  who 
had  by  this  time  joined  them,  into 
the  interior  country,  which  they 
judged  would  be  a  means  ol  uniting 
all  the  backfettlers  of  thefouthern 
colonies  in  the  royal  caufe,  of 


bringing  forward  the  Indians,  and 
of  encouraging  the  well  affeCted  to 
fhew  themfelves  in  all  places. 

The  provincial  parties  were, 
however,  fo  clofe  in  the  purfuit, 
and  fo  alert  in  cutting  the  country 
and  feizing  the  paffes,  that  M‘ Do¬ 
nald  at  length  found  himfelf  under 
a  neceffity  of  engaging  a  Colonel 
Cafwell,  who,  with  about  a  thou- 
fand  militia  and  minute  men,  had 
taken  poffeffion  of  a  place  called 
Moore’s  Creek  Bridge,  where  they 
had  thrown  up  an  intrenchrnent. 
The  royalifh  were  by  all  accounts 
much  fuperior  in  number  having 
been  rated  from  3000  to  1500, 
which  laft  number,  M‘ Donald,  af¬ 
ter  the  aCtion,  acknowledged  them 
to  be.  The  emigrants  p  ^ 
began  to  attack  with 
great  fury;  but  M‘Cieod,  the  fe- 
cond  in  command,  and  a  few  more 
of  their  braved  officers  and  men  be¬ 
ing  killed  at  the  firft  onfet,  they 
fuddenly  loft  all  fpirit,  fled  with 
the  utmod  precipitation,  and,  as 
the  provincials  fay,  deferted  their 
General,  who  was  taken  prifoner 
as  were  nearly  all  their  leaders, 
and  the  red  totally  broken  and  dif- 

This  victory  was  a  matter  of 
great  exultation  and  triumph  to  the 
Carolinians.  They  had  fliewn 
that  their  province  was  not  fo 
weak  as  was  imagined;  for  though 
their  force  actually  in  the  engage¬ 
ment  was  not  confiderable,  they 
had  railed  10,000  men  in  about 
ten  days.  But  what  was  dill  more 
flattering,  and,  perhaps  not  of  lefs 
real  importance,  they  had  encoun¬ 
tered  Europeans  (who  were  fup- 
pofed  to  hold  them  in  the  mod  fo- 
vereign contempt,  both  as  men  and 
as  foldiers)  in  the  field,  and  de¬ 
feated  them  with  an  inferior  force. 

If 
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If  the  zeal  of  thefe  people  could 
have  been  kept  dormant  until  the 
arrival  of  the  force  from  Ireland, 
it  leems  more  than  probable  that 
the  fouthern  colonies  would  have 
confiderably  felt  the  impreffion  of 
fuch  an  infui  reCtion.  But  now 
their  force  and  fpirits  were  fo  en¬ 
tirely  broken,  their  leaders  being 
fent  to  different  prifons,  and  the 
reft  dripped  of  their  arms,  and 
watched  with  all  the  eyes  of  diftruft, 
that  no  future  effort  could  be  rea¬ 
sonably  expected  from  them.  Per¬ 
haps  too  great  a  dependence  was 
laid  on  their  power  and  prowefs, 
while  thofe  of  the  oppofite  fide  were 
meafured  with  a  fcale  equally  de¬ 
ceitful.  It  is,  however,  extreme¬ 
ly  difficult  to  regulate  or  reftrain 
the  caprice  or  violence  of  thofe 
leaders  who  a  flu  me  authority  in 
fuch  feafons. 

Afquadron  of  five  frigates  were 
fent  out  by  the  Congrefs  early  in 
the  year,  under  the  command  of 

Marched  one  HoPkins>.  who 
3  *  failed  with  him  to 

the  Bahama  iflands;  where  they 
dripped  that  of  Providence,  which 
is  the  principal,  of  a  confiderabie 
quantity  of  artillery  and  ftores  ; 
but  were  difappointed  in  the  pow¬ 
der,  which  they  mod  wanted, 
through  the  prudence  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor,  who  fent  150  barrels  of  it 
away  in  a  fmall  veflel,  the  night 
before  they  landed.  They  brought 
off  the  Governor,  and  dome  other 
public  officers,  as  prifoners;  and 
after  taking  feveral  prizes  in  their 
return,  fell  in  at  length  with  the 
Glafgow  frigate  of  war,  accompa¬ 
nied  with  a  tender,  the  latter  of 
which  they  took,  and  the  former 
efcaped  with  difficulty  after  a  very 
iharp  engagement. 

Lord  Dunmore,  with  his  fleet 


of  fugitives,  continued  on  the 
coafts  and  in  the  rivers  of  Virgi¬ 
nia  for  a  great  part  of  the  year  * 
and  as  every  place  was  now  ftriCt- 
ly  guarded,  thefe  unhappy  peo¬ 
ple,  who  had  put  themfelves  un¬ 
der  his  protection,  underwent  great 
diftreffes.  The  heat  of  the  weather, 
the  badnefs  and  fcarcity  of  water 
and  provifions,  with  the  clofenefs 
and  filth  of  the  fmall  veiTels  in 
which  they  were  crowded,  by  de¬ 
grees  produced  that  malignant  and 
infectious  diftemper,  which  is 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Jail  or 
Peftilential  Fever.  This  dreadful 
diforder  made  great  havock  among 
them,  but  particularly  affeCted  the 
negroes,  mod  of  whom  it  fwept 
away.  After  various  adventures, 
in  which  they  were  driven  from 
place  to  place,  and  from  idand  to 
ifland,  by  the  Virginians,  feveral 
of  the  veffels  were  driven  on  ihore 
in  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  wretch¬ 
ed  fugitives  became  Captives  to' 
their  own  countrymen.  At  length, 
every  place  being  fhut  againft,  and 
hodile  to  the  remainder,  and  nei¬ 
ther  water  nor  provifions  to  be 
obtained,  even  at  the  expence  of 
blood,  it  was  found  neceffary,  to¬ 
wards  the  beginning  of  Auguft.  to 
burn  thefmaller  and  lead  valuable 
veffels,  and  to  fend  the  remainder, 
amounting  to  between  40  and  56 
fail,  with  the  exiles,  to  leek  fhel- 
ter  and  retreat  in  Florida,  Bermu¬ 
das,  and  the  Weft-Indies.  In  this 
manner  ended  the  hopes  entertain¬ 
ed  by  the  employment  of  the  ne¬ 
groes  to  fupprefs  the  rebellion  in' 
the  fouthern  colonies.  This  mea- 
fure,  rather  invidious  than  power¬ 
ful,  tended  infinitely  to  indame  the 
dilcontents  in  thofe  colonies,  with¬ 
out  adding  any  thing  to  the  ftrength 
of  the  royal  arms.  The  unhappy 

creatures 
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Creatures  who  engaged  in  it,  are 
faid  to  have  periihed  almoil  to  a 
man. 

It  had  for  fome  time  paft  been 
the  fortune  of  the  fleets,  trans¬ 
ports  and  victuallers  which  had 
been  fent  to  America,  to  meet 
with  fuch  exceedingly  bad  weather 
on  their  paflage,  fuch  delays,  and 
fo  many  untoward  circumftances 
of  different  forts,  as  in  a  great  de¬ 
gree  fruftrated  the  end  of  their  de- 
ltination.  Sir  Peter  Parker’s  Squa¬ 
dron,  which  failed  from  PortSmouih 
at  the  cloSe  of  the  year,  from  an 
unexpe&cd  delay  in  Ireland,  and 
bad  weather  afterwards, did  not  ar¬ 
rive  at  Cape  Fear  till  the  beginning 
of  May,  where  they  were  detained 
by  various  caufes  till  the  end  of 
the  month.  There  they  found 
Gen.  Clinton,  who  had  already 
been  at  New-York, and  from  thence 
proceeded  to  Virginia,  where  he 
had  Seen  Lord  Dunmore,  and  find¬ 
ing  that  no  Service  could  be  effect¬ 
ed  at  either  place  with  his  Small 
force, came  thither  to  wait  for  them. 

7'he  feafon  of  the  year  was  much 
againft  the  operations  of  the  troops 
at  this  time  in  the  Southern  colo¬ 
nies,  the  exceffive  heat  having  ren¬ 
dered  them  Sckly,  even  at  Cape 
Fear,  notwithftanding  the  plenty 
of  refrefhments  they  procured,  and 
the  little  labour  they  had  upon 
their  hands.  Something,  however, 
muft  be  done,  and  Charleftown, 
the  capital  of  South  Carolina,  was 
within  the  line  of  Sir  Peter  Parker 
and  Lord  Cornwallis’s  inltruClions. 
They  had  but  little  knowledge  of 
General  Howe's  Situation;  the  only 
information  that  General  Clinton 
received  of  his  evacuating  Boflon, 
being  from  the  American  news¬ 
papers.  And  it  happened  unluc¬ 
kily,  that  a  veflel,  which  General 
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Howe  had  difpatched  from  Plalifax: 
with  orders  for  their  proceeding 
to  the  northward,  met  with  fuch 
delays  in  her  paflage,  that  She  did 
not  arrive  at  Cape  Fear  till  after 
their  departure. 

The  fleet  anchored  off  CharleS- 
town  Bar  in  the  beginning  of  J une. 
They  were  joined  before  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  adion  by  the  Experi¬ 
ment  man  of  war;  and  the  naval 
force  then  confifled  of  the  Commo¬ 
dore  Sir  Peter  Parker’s  Ship,  the 
Briftol,  of  50  guns;  the  Experi¬ 
ment,  of  the  fame  force;  the  Ac¬ 
tive,  Solebay,  Adeon,  and  Syren 
frigates,  of  28  guns  each  ;  the 
Sphynx  of  20,  a  hired  armed  fbip 
of  22,  a  Small  floop  of  war,  an 
armed  Schooner,  and  the  Thunder 
bomb-ketch.  The  pafiing  of  the 
bar  was  a  matter  of  time,  difficul¬ 
ty  and  danger,  efpecially  -to  the 
two  large  fhips,  which,  notwith- 
ltanding  the  taking  out  of  their 
guns,  aud  the  ufmg  of  every  other 
means  to  lighten  them  as  much  as 
poffble,  both  touched  the  ground 
and  ftuck  Several  times. 

The  land  forces  were  command¬ 
ed  by  General  Clinton,  Lord  Corn¬ 
wallis,  and  Brigadier  General 
Vaughan.  It  was  remarkable,  that 
at  the  time  General  Clinton  failed 
from  Boflon,  General  Lee,  at  the 
head  of  a  ftrong  detachment  from 
the  army  before  that  place,  imme¬ 
diately  let  out  to  lecure  New- 
York  from  the  attempt  which  it 
was  fupoofed  the  former  would 

▲  1 

have  made  upon  that  city.  Hav¬ 
ing  fucceeded  in  that  object,  Gen. 
Clinton  could  not  but  be  Surprized 
at  his  arrival  in  Virginia,  to  find 
Lee  in  pofleffion,  and  in  the  fame 
ftate  of  preparation,  in  which  he 
had  left  him  at  New-York.  Upon 
his  departure  for  Cape  Fear,  Lee 
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again  traverfed  the  continent  with 
the  utmoft  expedition  to  fecure 
North  Carolina.  And  at  length, 
upon  the  further  progrefs  of  the 
fleet  and  army  to  the  fouthward, 
Lee  again  proceeded  with  equal 
celerity  to  the  defence  of  Charlef- 
f  own . 

The  firfl  objedt  of  our  forces, 
after  palling  the  bar,  was  the  at¬ 
tack  of  a  fort  which  had  been  late¬ 
ly  eredted,  though  not  made  alto¬ 
gether  complete,  upon  the  fouth- 
weft  point  of  Sullivan’s  Ifland. 
This  fort  commanded  the  pafiage 
to  Charieftown,  which  lay  farther 
weft,  at  about  fix  miles  diftance  ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  latenefs  of 
its  coaftrudtion,  was  with  propriety 
confidercd  as  the  key  of  that  har¬ 
bour.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  re- 
prefentad  to  our  commanders  as  in 
even  a  more  imperfedt  ftate  than  it 
was  found  in  ;  but  if  the  defcrip- 
tion  had  been  otherwife,  it  is  not 
probable  they  would  have  expedted 
that  a  raw  militia  could  have  been 
able,  for  any  length  of  time,  to 
have  fupported  the  great  weight  of 
fire  from  ©ur  fhips,  even  excluding 
the  co-  operation  of  the  land  forces. 

The  troops  were  landed  on  Long 
Ifland,  which  lies  nearer,  and  to 
the  ealtward  of  Sullivan’s;  being 
feparated  only  by  fome  fhoals,  and 
a  creek  called  the  Breach,  which 
are  deemed  paffable  at  low  water, 
the  ford  being  reprefented  to  our 
officers  as  only  eighteen  inches  in 
depth  in  that  ftate.  The  Caroli¬ 
nians  had  ported  fome  forces  with 
a  fe'w  pieces  of  cannon  near  the 
north-eaftern  extremity  of  Sulli¬ 
van’s  Ifland,  at  the  diftance  of  near 
two  miles  from  the  fort,  where 
they  threw  up  works  to  prevent 
the  pafiage  of  the  royal  army  over 
the  breach.  Gen.  Lee  was  en¬ 
camped  with  a  conrtderable  body 


offerees  on  the  continent,  at  the 
back  and  to  the  northward  of  the 
ifland,  with  which  he  held  a  com  ¬ 
munication  open  by  a  bridge  of 
boats,  and  could  by  that  means, 
at  any  time,  march  the  whole,  or 
any  part  of  his  force,  to  fupport 
that  port  which  was  oppofed  to  our 
pafiage  from  Long  Ifland.  The 
latter  is  a  naked  burning  fand, 
where  the  troops  fuffered  greatly 
from  their  expofure  to  the  intenfe 
heat  of  the  fun.  Both  the  fleet 
and  army  were  greatly  dirtrefled 
through  the  badnefs  of  the  water 
that  which  is  found  upon  the  fea- 
coafts  of  South  Carolina  being  eve^ 
ry  where  brackifh.  Nor  were  they 
in  a  much  better  condition,  with 
refpedt  either  to  the  quantity  of 
the  quality  of  provifions. 

Notwithftanding  the  difpatch 
which  thefe  inconveniencies  ren¬ 
dered  necertary,  fuch  delays  oc« 
curred  in  carrying  the  defign  into 
execution,  that  it  was  near  the  end 
of  the  month  before  the  attack  up¬ 
on  Sullivan’s  Ifland  took  place;  a 
feafon  which  was  applied  by  the 
enemy  with  great  affiduity  to  the 
completion  of  their  works.  Every 
thing  being  at  length  fettled  be¬ 
tween  the  commanders  by  fea  and 
land,  the  Thunder  bomb,  covered 
by  the  armed  fhip,  T  8h 
took  her  ftation  in  J 
the  morning,  and  began  the  at¬ 
tack,  by  throwing  fbells  at  the 
fort  as  the  fleet  advanced.  About 
eleven  o’clock,  the  Briftol,  Expe¬ 
riment,  Adtive,  and  Solebay* 
brought  up  diredtly  againft  the  fort 
and  began  a  moft  furious  and  in- 
ceflant  cannonade.  The  Sphynx* 
Adteon,  and  Syren,  were  ordered 
to  the  weftward,  to  take  their  rta- 
tion  between  the  end  of  the  ifland 
and  Charieftown,  partly  thereby  to 
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enfilade  the  works  ofthe  fort, part¬ 
ly,  if  poffible,  to  cut  off  the  com¬ 
munication  between  the  ifland  and 
the  continent,  w'hich  would  of 
courfe,  cut  off  the  retreat  of  the 
garrifon,  as  well  as  all  fuccours 
from  the  latter;  and  partly  to  pre¬ 
vent  any  attempts  that  might  be 
made  by  fire-fliips  orotherwife,  to 
interrupt  the  grand  attack.  This 
part  of  the  defign  was  rendered  un¬ 
fortunate  by  the  ftrange  unfkilml- 
nefs  of  the  pilot,  who  entangled 
the  frigates  in  the  flioals  called  the 
Middle  Grounds,  where  they  all 
{luck  faff  ;  and  though  two  of 
them  were  in  fome  time  with  da¬ 
mage  and  difficulty  got  off,  it  v/as 
t  hen  too  late,  and  they  were  befides 
in  no  condition,  to  execute  the  in¬ 
tended  fervice.  The  Adteon  could 
not  begot  off,  and  was  burnt  by 
the  officers  and  crew  the  next 
morning,  to  prevent  her  materials 
and  {lores  from  becoming  a  prey 
to  the  enemy. 

Whilil  the  continued  thunder 
from  the  fhips  feemed  fufficient  to 
fhake  the  fiercenefs  of  the  braved 
enemy,  and  daunt  the  courage  of 
the  mod  veteran  foldier,  the  return 
made  by  the  fort,  could  not  fail  of 
calling  for  the  refpedt,  as  well  as 
of  highly  incommoding  the  brave 
feamen  of  Britain.  In  the  midd 
of  that  dreadful  roar  of  artillery , 
they  duck  with  the  greatell  con- 
flancy  and  firmnefs  to  their  guns; 
fired  deliberately  and  Oowly,  and 
took  a  cool  and  effective  aim.  The 
fhips  differed  accordingly  ;  they 
were  torn  alrnod  to  pieces,  and  fhe 
daughter  was  dreadful.  Never  did 
Britifh  valour  fhine  more  confpicu- 
ous,  nor  never  did  our  marine,  in 
an  engagement  of  the  fame  nature 
with  any  foreign  enemy,  expeii- 
ence  fo  rude  an  encounter.  'The 
fprings  of  the  BrilM’s  cable  being 
Vql.  XIX.  1776. 


cut  by  the  fhot,  fhe  lay  for  fome 
time  expofed  in  luch  a  manner  to 
the  enemy’s  fire,  as  to  be  mod 
dreadfully  raked,  the  brave  Cap- 
lain  Morris,  after  receiving  a 
number  of  wounds,  which  would 
have  fufficiently  judified  a  gallant 
man  in  retiring  from  his  ilation, 
dill  with  a  noble  obflinacy  difdain- 
ed  to  quit  his  duty,  until  his  arm 
being  at  length  fhot  off,  he  was 
carried  away  in  a  condition  which 
did  not  afford  a  poffibiiity  of  reco¬ 
very.  It  is  faid  that  the  quarter¬ 
deck  of  the  Bridol  was  at  one  time 
cleared  of  every  perfon  but  the 
Commodore,  who  flood  alone  a 
fpe&acle  of  intrepidity  and  firm¬ 
nefs,  which  has  feldom  been 
equalled,  never  exceeded.  The 
others  on  that  deck  were  either 
killed  or  carried  down  to  have 
their  wounds  dreffed.  Nor  did 
Captain  Scot,  of  the  Experiment, 
niifs  his  diare  of  the  danger  or  glo¬ 
ry,  who  befides  the  lofs  of  an 
arm.  received  fo  many  other 
wounds  that  his  life  was  at  fir  ft 
defpaired  T>f. 

The  fire  from  the  Britifh  fhips 
was  not  thrown  away;  though  it 
did  not  produceall  the  effedl  which 
was  hoped  and  expected.  But  the 
fortifications  were  much  firmer 
than  they  had  been  thought,  and 
their  lownefs  preferved  them  in  a 
great  degree  from  the  weight  of 
our  fhot.  They  were  compofed  of 
palm-trees  and  earth,  and  the  mer¬ 
lons  were  of  an  unufual  thicknefs. 
The  g  uns  were  at  one  time  folong 
filenced,  that  it  was  thought  the 
fort  had  been  abandoned.  It  feems 
extraordinary,  that  a  detachment 
of  the  land  forces  were  not  in  rea- 
dinels  on  board  the  tranfports  or 
boats,  to  profit  of fuch  an  occafion. 
But  thefe  are  only  a  part  of  the 
circnmftances  relative  to  this  en-> 
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gagement  which  have  never  been 
fufficiently  cleared  up.  The  praife 
bellowed  upon  the  garrifon  for  the 
eonftancy  and  bravery  of  their  de¬ 
fence,  by  the  Americans  in  gene- 
neral,  as  well  as  by  General  Lee, 
fhew  that  they  neither  abandoned 
their  guns,  nor  were  changed  ; 
however  they  might  be,  and  un¬ 
doubtedly  were  reinforced.  It  ap¬ 
pears  by  their  accounts,  that  the 
fslence  of  the  fort  proceeded  from 
the  expenditure  of  all  their  powder, 
and  their  waiting  for  aftpply  from 
the  continent j  which,  probably, 
did  not  arrive  thefooner,  from  the 
neceffity  of  its  being  conveyed 
through  the  line  of  fire  from  the 
men  of  war. 

During  this  long,  hot,  and  ob- 
fhnate  conflict,  the  feamen  looked 
frequently  and  impatiently  to  the 
caftward,  ftiil  expecting  to  fee  the 
land  forces  advance  from  Long 
I  Hand,  drive  the  rebels  from  their 
Intrenchment,  and  march  up  to 
fecond  the  attack  upon  the  fort.  Jn 
theft  hopes  they  were  grievoufly 
difappointed.  Such  various  ac¬ 
counts  havebeen  given  of  the  caufe 
of  this  inadtion  of  the  land  forces, 
that  it  is  difficult  to  form  any'de- 
cided  opinion  upon  the  fubjedt. 
The  Gazette,  from  whence  a  fa¬ 
lls  fa  dlory  folmion  of  all  difficulties 
might  be  expected,  is  fo  totally 
deredlive  and  diffatisfadtory .  that 
it  fecms  to  have  laid  a  foundation 
for  evey  other  error  and  contra- 
didlion  relative  to  this  bufinefs. 
That  account  fays, that  the  King’s 
forces  were  flopped  by  an  imprac¬ 
ticable  depth  oi  water,  wheftthey 
expedited  to  have  paffed  nearly  dry- 
iltod.  To  ftp p oft  that  the  Gene¬ 
rals,  and  the  officers  under  their 
command  iliould  have  been  nine¬ 
teen  days  in  that  ftnall  iffiand, 
without  ever  examining,  until,  the 


very  infant  of  adtion,  the  nature  of 
the  only  paffage  by  which  they 
could  render  fervice  to  their  friends 
and  fellows,  fulfil  the  purpofe  of 
their  landing,  and  anfwer  the  ends 
for  which  they  were  embarked  in 
the  expedition,  would  feern  a  great 
defedt  in  military  prudence  and 
circumfpedtion.  But  there  might 
be  reafons  for  concealing  a  true 
flate  of  the  affair.  Until  that  fate 
appears,  it  would  be  unjuft  to  lay 
any  imputation  on  the  officers  con¬ 
cerned  in  ft  critical  a  fervice.  The 
only  rational  folution  of  the  fadt, 
mull,  for  the  prefent,  be  drawn 
from  the  different  American  ac¬ 
counts,  from  theft  it  is  to  be  in¬ 
ferred,  that  the  poll  which  the  re¬ 
bels  poffeffied  at  the  end  of  Sulli¬ 
van's  Ifland,  was  in  fo  ftrong  a 
ftate  of  defence,  theapproaches  on 
our  fides  fo  difadvantageous,  and 
Lee’s  force  in  fuch  preparation  and 
capability  of  crafting  us  in  the 
conflidt,  that  General  Clinton 
would  have  run  the  moft  manifeft 
and  inexcufabie  rifque,  of  the  ruin, 
if  not  total  lofs  of  his  forces,  if  he 
had  ventured  upon  an  attack.  To 
this  may  be  added,  that  it  was 
only  upon  a  near  approach,  that 
our  people  acquired  any  certain 

know  ledge  of  the  force  of  the  ene- 

,  ° 

my . 

The  adlion  continued,  until  the 
darknefs  of  the  night  compelled 
that  ceffation ,  which  the  eagernefs 
of  the  affiailams, worn  down  as  they, 
were  with  fatigue,  and  weakened 
with  lofs,  was  ftill  unwilling  to 
accept.  Sir  Peter  Parker,  after 
every  effort  of  which  a  brave  man 
is  capable,  finding  that  all  hope  of 
fuccefs  was  at  an  end, and  the  tide 
of  ebb  nearly  Ipent,  between  nine 
and  ten  o’clock  in  the  evening, 
withdrew  his  Tattered  veffcls  from 
the  feeneof  a  diion,  after  an  engage- 
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ment  which  had  been  fupported 
with  uncommon  courage  and  vi¬ 
gour  for  above  ten  hours.  The 
Bribol  had  iii,  and  the  Experi¬ 
ment  79,  men  killed  and  wounded; 
and  both  fhips  had  received  fo 
much  damage,  that  the  provincials 
conceived  ft  tong  hopes,  that  they 
could  never  be  got  over  the  bar. 
The  frigates, though  not  lefs  emu¬ 
lous  in  the  performance  of  their 
duty,  being  lefs  pointed  at  than 
the  great  fhips,  did  not  fuffer  a 
proportional  lofs.  The  bomb  vef- 
fel  did  not  do  all  the  fervice  upon 
thisoccafion  which  was  expelled; 
whether  it  was  from  overcharging 
in  confequence  of  having  originally 
taken  too  great  a  diftance,  wrhich 
has  been  faid,  or  whether  it  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  fome  fault  in  the  con- 
bruCtion  which  feems  more  pro¬ 
bable;  however,  it  was,  the  beds 
of  the  mortars  were  in  fome  time 
fo  loofened  and  (battered  as  to  be¬ 
come  utterly  unferviceable. 

Colonel  Moultrie,  who  com¬ 
manded  in  the  fort,  received  great 
and  deferved  applaufe  from  his 
countrymen,  for  the  courage  and 
conduct  by  which  he  was  fo  much 
diftinguifhed  in  its  defence.  The 
garrilon  alfo  received  a  great  Share 
of  praife,  and  a  ferjeant  was  pub¬ 
licly  diftinguifhed  by  a  prefent  of 
a  fword  from  the  Prefident  of  the 
colony,  for  a  particular  aft  of 
great  bravery. 

During  thefe  tranfaflions,  the 
Congrefs  took  an  opportunity  of 
feeling  the  general  pulfeof  the  peo¬ 
ple,  and  of  preparing  them  for  the 
declaration  of  indepen¬ 
dency  which  was  to 
follow,  by  a  kind  of  circular  ma- 
nifefto  to  the  feveral  colonies, 
bating  the  caufes  which  rendered 
it,  as  they  faid,  neceftary,  that  all 


authority  under  the  crown  fliould 
be  totally  fupprefted,  and  all  the 
powers  of  government  taken  re¬ 
spectively  into  their  own  hands. 
In  fupport  of  this  pofition  they 
inftanced  the  Prohibitory  Aft,  by 
which  they  were  excluded  from  the 
protection  of  the  crown  ;  the  re- 
jeftion  of  their  petition  for  redrefs 
of  grievances  and  reconciliation; 
and  the  intended  exertion  of  all 
the  force  of  Great  Britain,  aided 
by  foreign  mercenaries,  for  their 
deftruftion..  They  concluded  with 
a  recommendation  to  thefe  colo¬ 
nies:  whofe  government  was  not 
already  fufficient,  to  proceed  to  the 
eftablilhment  of  fuch  a  form,  as 
was  neceftary  to  the  prefervation  of 
internal  peace,  and  fuited  to  the 
prefent  exigency  of  their  affairs, 
for  the  defence  of  their  lives,  li¬ 
berties,  and  properties,  againft  the 
hoftile  invafions,  and  cruel  depre¬ 
dations  of  their  enemies. 

Penfylvania  and  Maryland  were 
the  only  colonies, that  in  that  part 
oppofedthe  eftablifhment  of  a  new 
government,  and  the  declaration 
of  independency.  A  majority  in 
the  aflembly  of  the  former,  though 
eager  for  a  redrefs  of  grievances, 
regarded  with  horror  every  idea  of 
a  total  feparation  from  the  parent 
ftate.  But  though  they  knew  that 
great  numbers  in  the  province  held 
fimilar  fentiments,  they  were  alfo 
fenfible,  that  the  more  violent  for¬ 
med  a  very  numerous  and  power¬ 
ful  body;  thaj:  they  had  already 
taken  fire  at  their  hefitation,  and 
considered  them  rather  as  fecret 
eneufies,  than  luke-warm  friends. 
Their  Situation  wasbeftdes  difficult. 
If  they  broke  the  union  of  the  co¬ 
lonies,  and  thereby  forfeited  th<2 
aihftance  and  protection  of  the 
others  they  bad  no  certainty  of 
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obtaining  a  redrefs  of  thofe  griev¬ 
ances,  nor  the  fecurity  of  thofe 
rights,  for  which  they  were  as  will¬ 
ing  to  contend  in  their  own  way 
as  the  moft  violent;  but  were  not 
yet  willing  to  give  up  all’  hope, 
nor  to  break  off  all  poffibility  of 
accommodation.  Thus  critically 
eircumltanced  they  declared  that 
the  queftion  of  independence  was  a 
matter  of  too  great  importance  for 
them  to  decide  finally  upon,  and 
that  they  would  therefore  refer  it 
to  their  conftitucnts  together  with 
the  arguments  which  had  been  ufed 
On  both  fides  of  the  queftion. 

It  was  manifeftly  a  ftep  from 
which  it  would  not  be  eafy  tore- 
treat.  On  one  hand,  the  fepara* 
tion  from  Great-Britain,  even  if  it 
could  be  finally  accomplifhed,muft 
be  attended  with  many  evident 
inconveniencies.  The  protection 
of  the  great  parent  ftate,  and  the 
utility  of  the  power  of  a  common 
fovereign  to  balance  fo  many  fepa- 
rate,  and,  poflibly,  difcordant 
commonwealths,  befides  many  po¬ 
litical  and  many  commercical  ad¬ 
vantages  derived  from  the  old 
union,  muft  appear  in  a  cleariight 
to  every  fober  and  difcerning  per¬ 
son.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
faids  that  their  liberty  was  their 
firffc  good,  without  which  all  the 
other  advantages  would  be  of  no 
value.  That  if  they  were  to  fub- 
mit  to  a  great  Handing  army,  com- 
pofed  of  foreigners  as  well  as  Eng- 
lilli,  compofed  in  part  even  of  their 
©wn  fiaves,  and  of  favages  what 
terms  were  they  to  hope  for?  The 
moment  -their  arms  were  laid  down 
they  muft  be  at  the  mercy  of  their 
enemy.  For  what  end  did  they 
take  up  thefe  arms  ?  If  it  was  to 
fecure  their  liberty,  to  lay  them 
down  without  that  fecurity ,  would 


be  to  own  that  their  firffc  refiftancs 
was  caufelefs  rebellion;  and  the 
pardon- offered,  was  the  only  fatif- 
faCtion  for  the  prefent,  or  fecurity 
for  the  future,  they  were  given  to 
expeCt.  Did  they  refift  power  only 
to  obtain  a  pardon?  were  they  fo 
abfurd  originally,  or  are  they  fo 
cowardly  now  ?  If  then  their  ob^ 
jeCt  is  refufed  to  a!!  their  entreaties 
by  Great-Britain ;  if  fhe  abandons 
them  to  plunder  without  redemp^ 
tion,  except  on  unconditional  fub- 
miffion,  how  is  the  objeCt  of  their 
refiftanceto  be  obtained  ?  By  war 
only.  But  as  long  as  they  ac¬ 
knowledged  the  claims  of  the  crown 
of  Great-Britain,  fo  long  will  their 
councils  and  their  generals  be  de¬ 
ft!  tute  of  all  civil  and  military  au¬ 
thority.  The  war  they  carry  on 
muft  of  courfe  be  irregular,  feeble, 
and  without  the  fmaileft  profpeCt 
offuccefs.  Orders  will  be  given, 
which  none  will  be  obliged  to  obey ; 
and  confpiracies  and  mutinies  will 
be  formed,  which  none  will  have 
a  juft  power  to  punifh  or  reprefs. 
Neither  will  any  foreign  power 
give  them  any  fupport  againftthe 
hoftile  combination  of  Great-Bri- 
tain,  and  fo  many  foreign  powers 
as  ihe  has  called  to  her  affiftance, 
fo  long  as  they  hold  themfelves  to 
be  fubjeCts.  We  do  not  break  the 
connection  (faid  they) ,  it  is  already 
broke  and  diffolved  by  an  aCt  of 
parliament;  and  thus  abandoned, 
all  laws  human  and  divine  not  only 
permit,  but  demand  of  us,  to  pro¬ 
vide  every  internal  and  external 
means  for  our  own  prefervation. 

In  thefe  fentiments,  by  a  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  people;  the  matter  was 
brought  to  a  fair  trial  of  ftrength, 
between  the  two  parties;  when  it 
was  carried  by  great  majorities, 
that  the  delegates  fhould  agree  to 
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the  determination  of  the  Ongrefs. 
This  decifion,  however  occafioned 
much  didention  in  the  province, 
and  has  founded  a  confiderable 
party  in  oppofition  to  the  prefent 
government. 

In  Maryland,  the  delegates  were 
indru&ed  by  a  majority  of  feven 
counties  to  four,  to  ©ppofe  the 
quedion  of  independency  in  the 
Congrefs;  which  they  accordingly 
did;  and  having  given  their  votes, 
withdrew  totally  from  that  afiem- 
bly .  But  the  horror  of  being  fe- 
cluded  and  abandoned,  together 
with  the  reproaches  of  the  others, 
and  perhaps  the  dread  of  their  re- 
fentment, Toon  gave  a  new  turn  to 
the  conduct,  if  not  the  difpofition 
of  that  province.  The  delegates 
were  again  indruCtd  to  return  to  the 
Congrefs,  and  to  a Ct  there,  as  they 
thought  beffc  for  the  intered  of  their 
country.  This  compleated  the  uni¬ 
on  of  the  colonies  in  that  meafure. 

The  fatal  day  at  length  arrived, 
which,  (however  the  hnal  confe- 
quences  may  be)  mud  be  deeply 
regretted  by  every  true  friend  to 
T  ,  ,  this  empire,  when 

JUiy  4-t  thirteen  Engliili  colo¬ 
nies  in  America,  declared  them- 
felves  free  and  independent  dates, 
abjured  all  allegiance  to  the  Britidi 
crown,  and  renounced  all  political 
connection  with  this  country.  Such 
are  the  unhappy  confequences  of 
civil  contention.  Such  the  effects 
that  may  proceed  from  too  great  a 
jealoufy  of  power  on  the  one  fide, 
or  an  ill-timed  doubt  of  obedi- 
enceon  the  other.  The  declaration 
has  been  feen  by  every  body;  it 
contains  a  long  catalogue  of  grie¬ 
vances,  with  no  fewer  inveCtives ; 
and  is  not  more  temperate  in  ftile 
or  compofition,  than  it  is  in  aCt. 

There  were  three  principal  ob¬ 


jects  propofed  in  the  conduCt  of  the 
Britidi  forces  in  the  prefent  cam¬ 
paign.  The  hid  was  the  relief  of 
Quebec,  and  the  redemption  of 
Canada,  which  alfo  included  the 
fubfequent  invafion  of  the  back 
parts  of  the  colonies  by  the  way  of 
the  lakes.  The  fecond  was  the 
making  a  drong  impreffion  on  the 
fouthern  colonies,  which  it  was 
hoped  would  at  lead  have  Tuc- 
ceeded  To  far  as  to  the  recovery  of 
one  of  them.  The  third  was  the 
grand  expedition  againd  the  city 
and  province  of  New  York. 

Of  the  ( two  collateral  parts  of 
this  plan  we  have  already  feen  the 
event,  fo  far  as  the  fird  was  yet  ca¬ 
pable  of  being  carried  into  execu¬ 
tion.  On  the  third,  the  greated 
hopes  of  fuccefs  were  not  unjudly 
founded.  Much  the  better  part  of 
the  province  of  New-York  is  in- 
clofed  in  iflands,  which  being  long 
and  narrow,  were  expofed  on  all 
Tides  to  the  hodilities  of  our  Beets, 
and  to  the  defeents  of  our  troops, 
with  every  advantage  in  their  fa¬ 
vour,  whiid  they  continued  in  a 
date  of  enmity.  When  reduced, 
the  protection  of  the  Blips  of  war 
would  be  as  effectual  in  their  pre- 
fervation,  as  their  hodility  had 
been  in  their  reduction.  The  cen¬ 
tral  lituation  of  this  province  af¬ 
forded  great  advantages.  The  war 
could  be  carried  on  with  equal  fa¬ 
cility  either  in  Connecticut,  and 
the  continent  of  new-York  on  the 
eadern  fide,  or  in  New  Jer fey,  and 
from  thence  to  Penfylvania  on  the 
wedern;  or  it  may  be  transferred 
to  and  from  either  at  pleafure.  So 
that  this  pofition  enabled  the  Brt- 
tifli  commander  to  preferibe  the 
feene  of  aCtion,  and  to  quit  it  when 
he  liked;  while  if  the  army  was 
withdrawn  from  the  field,  he  might, 
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by  the  means  of  the  great  north 
liver,  and  the  different  channels 
between  the  i  Hands  and  the  main 
Sand,  with  his  fhips  and  detach¬ 
ments  harrafs  and  min  the  adjoin¬ 
ing  countries  j  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  rebels  however  powerful 
could  make  no  attempt  on  the 
iflands,  that  would  not  be  attended 
with  the  greateft  aifadvantages, 
and  liable  to  the  moil  imminent 
danger.  Another  great  object  in 
view  from  this  fituation  was,  that 
if  General  Carleton  could  pene¬ 
trate  to  Hudfon’s  or  the  great 
north  river.  General  Howe  might 
thereby  totally  out  off  all  commu¬ 
nication  between  the  northern  and 
fouthern  provinces.  To  crown 
thefe  advantages.  Long  Ifland 
which  is  very  fertile  in  wheat  and 
all  other  corn,  and  abounded  with 
herds  and  flocks,  was  deemed  al- 
moA  equal  in  iffelf  to  the  mainte¬ 
nance  of  an  army.  The  inhabi¬ 
tants  were  alfo  fuppofed  to  be  in 
general  well  affeflcd  to  the  royal 
caufe. 

The  attainment  of  thefe  great 
objefls,  and  the  conduft  of  the 
grand  armament  which  was  necef- 
fary  to  the  purpofe,  were  commit¬ 
ted  to  Admiral  Lord  Howe,  and 
his  brother  the  General;  men  who 
flood  high  in  the  opinion  ami  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  nation,  as  well  from 
their  own  merit  and  fervices,  as 
from  the  military  character  and 
bravery  of  the  family.  To  this 
fervice  was  allotted  a  very  power¬ 
ful  army,  confiiling  befides  the 
national  forces,  of  about  13,000 
Heffians  and  waldeckers.  The 
whole  force  if  the  different  parts 
of  which  it  was  coinpofed  could 
have  been  united  in  the  beginning 
of  the  campaign,  it  was  fuppofed, 
would  have  amounted  to  about 


33,000  men  it  will  be  eafily  con¬ 
ceived  by  thofe  acquainted  with 
military  affairs,  that  all  calculati¬ 
ons  of  this  nature,  though  found¬ 
ed  upon  the  bell  official  informa¬ 
tion,  will  far  exceed  even  at  a 
much  nearer  diftance  than  America, 
the  real  effective  number  that  can 
ever  be  brough  t  to  action.  This 
force,  when  united,  was,  however, 
truly  formidable,  and  fuch  as  no 
part  of  the  new  world  had  ever 
feeri  before.  Nor,  was  it,  perhaps, 
ever  exceeded  by  any  army  in  Eu¬ 
rope  of  an  equal  number,  whether 
confidered,  with  refpeft  to  the  ex¬ 
cellency  of  the  troops,  the  abun¬ 
dant  provifion  of  all  manner  of  mi¬ 
litary  ftores,  and  warlike  materials, 
or  the  goodnefs  and  number  of  ar- 
tillery  of  all  forts  with  which  it  was 
provided.  It  was  befides  fupported 
by  a  very  numerous  fleet,  particu¬ 
larly  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of 
the  fervice.  Befides  their  military 
powers  the  General  and  Admiral 
were  appointed  the^commiffioners 
under  the  late  aft  of  parliament, 
for  refloring  peace  to  the  colonies, 
and  for  granting  pardon  td  fuch  as 
fhould  deferve  the  royal  mercy. 

The  fituation  of  the  army  at  Lla- 
lifax,  and  the  long  Hay  of  above 
two  months,  which  it  was  obliged 
to  make  there,  Hill  waiting  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  forne  of  the  reinforcements 
from  England  to  enable  it  to  go 
upon  fervice,  was  neither  pleafing 
to  the  General  nor  comfortable  to 
to  the  men.  The  country  was  in 
no  fituation  to  afford  them  a  fuffi- 
cient  fupply  of  provifions  or  necef- 
faries;  nor  was  the  place  even  ca¬ 
pable  of  providing  quarters  on 
fhore  for  the  private  men,  who 
were  obliged  to  continue  on  board 
the  lliips  during  the  whole  of  their 
flay.  As  the  furnmer  advanced, 
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the  General  grew  impatient  at  the 
delay,  and  was  probably  further 
urged  by  the  fcarcity  of  provifions. 
He  accordingly,  without  waiting 
for  h  s  brother,  or  the  expected  re¬ 
inforcements,  departed  with  Ad- 
miral  Shuldham,  and  the  fleet  and 
army,  from  Halifax,  about  the 
10th  of  June,  and  near  the  end  of 
the  month, arrived  at  Sandy  Hook, 
a  point  of  land  that  Hands  at  the 
entrance  into  that  confluence  of 
founds,  roads,  creeks,  and  bays, 
which  are  formed  by  New  York, 
Staten,  and  Long,  iflands,  the 
continent  on  either  fide,  with  the 
North  and  Rareton  rivers. 

On  their  prflage  they  were 
joined  by  fix  tranfports  withHigh- 
land  troops  on  board,  who  were 
feparatedfrom  feveral  of  their  com¬ 
panions  in  the  voyage.  It  ap¬ 
peared  foon  after,  that  fome  of  the 
miffing  fhips,  with  about  450  foi - 
diers,  and  feveral  officers,  were 
taken  by  the  American  cruizers, 
The  General  found  every  ap¬ 
proachable  part  of  the  ifland  of 
NewYork  flrongly ,fdrtified  defend¬ 
ed  by  a  numerous  artillery,  and 
guarded  by  little  lets  than  an  army. 
The  extent  of  Long  Ifland  did  not 
admit  of  its  being  fo  flrongly  forti¬ 
fied,  or  fo  well  guarded;  it  was, 
however  in  a  powerful  date  of  de¬ 
fence;  had  an  encampment  of 
confiderable  force  on  the  end  of  the 
ifland  near  New-York,  and  feve¬ 
ral  works  thrown  up  on  the  mofl 
acceflible  parts  of  the  coaft,  as  well 
as  at  the  itrongeft  internal  pafl'es. 

Staten  Ifland,  being  of  lefs  va¬ 
lue  and  confequence,  was  lefs  at¬ 
tended  to.  The  General 
landed  on  the  ifland 
without  oppofuion,  to  the  great 
joy  of  thole  of  the  inhabitants  who 
had  buffered  for  their  loyalty ;  and 


the  troops  being  cantoned  in  the 
villages  received  plenty  of  thofe 
refreshments  which  they  fo  much 
wanted.  He  was  met  by  governor 
Tryon,  with  feveral  well  affefted 
gentlemen  who  had  taken  refuge 
with  him  on  board  a  fliip,  at  Sandy 
Hook,  who  gave  him  a  full  ac¬ 
count  of  the  flate  and  difpofition 
of  the  province,  as  well  as  of  the 
flrength  of  the  enemy.  He  had 
the  fatisfadflon  of  being  joined  by 
about  fixty  perfons  from  New-Jer- 
fey,  who  came  to  take  arms  in  the 
royal  caufe,  and  about  200  of  the 
militia  of  the  ifland  were  embodied 
for  the  fame  ;,purpofe;  which  af¬ 
forded  the  p leafing  profpedt,  that 
when  the  army  was  in  force  to 
march  into  thecountry  and  protect 
the  royalifls,  fuch  numbers  would 
join  it,  as  would  contribute  not  a 
little  to  bring  the  prefent  troubles 
to  a  fpeedy  concluhon. 

Lord  Howe  arrived  at  Halifax, 
about  a  fortnight  after  his  brother’s 
departure,  from  whence  he  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  Staten  ifland,  where  he 
arrived  before  the  middle  of  July, 
His  firll  adl  was  to  fendT  .  T 
a  fhore,  by  a  flag,  a-u‘yI4 
circular  letter  to  the  feveral  late 
Governors  of  the  colonies,  ac¬ 
quainting  them  with  his  civil  and 
military  powers,  and  defiring  that 
they  would  publiili,  as  generally  as 
poflible  for  the  information  of  the 
people,  a  declaration  which  ac¬ 
companied  the  letter.  In  this  piece 
he  informed  the  people  of  the 
powers  of  which  his  brother  and 
he  were  endued  under  the  late  a£t 
of  parliament,  of  granting  general 
or  particular  pardons  to  all  thofe, 
who,  in  the  tumult  and  difafter  of 
the  times,  might  havedeviated  from 
their  juft  allegiance,  and  who  were 
willing  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their 
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duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
royal  favour,  and  of  declaring  any 
colony,  province,  county,  town, 
port,  diftrid,  or  place,  to  be  at 
the  peace  of  his  Majefty;  in  which 
cafe,  the  penal  provifions  of  that 
law  would  ceafe  in  their  favour. 
It  alfo  promifed  that  a  due  confi- 
deration  fhould  be  had  to  the  fer- 
vices  of  all  perfons  who  contribu¬ 
ted  to  the  reitoration  of  the  public 
tranquility. 

Thefe  papers  being  immediately 
forwarded  by  General  Wafhington 
to  the  Congrefs,  were  as  fpeedily 
published  by  them  in  all  the  news¬ 
papers,  with  a  preface  or  com¬ 
ment  of  their  own,  in  the  form  of 
a  resolution;  that  the  publication 
was  in  order  that  the  people  of  the 
united  dates  might  be  informed 
of  what  nature  are  thecommiflion- 
ers,  and  what  the  terms,  with  the 
expectation  of  which  ‘the  court  of 
Great-Britain  had  endeavoured  to 
amufe  and  difarm  them;  and  that 
the  few  who  dill  remained  fufpen- 
ded  by  a  hope  founded  either  in 
the  juftice  or  moderation  of  that 
court,  might  now  at  length  be  con¬ 
vinced, that  the  valour  alone  oftheir 
country  is  to  fave  its  liberties. 

At  and  about  the  fame  time,  dif¬ 
ferent  dags  were  fent  a  fhore  by 
Lord  Howe,  acompanied  by  fome 
of  his  officers,  with  a  letter  direct¬ 
ed  to  George  Wafhington,  Efq. 
which  that  General  refufed  to,' re¬ 
ceive,  as  not  being  addrelfed  with 
the  title,  and  in  the  form,  due  to 
the  rank  which  he  held  tinder  the 
United  States.  'The  Congrefs 
highly  applauded  the  dignity  of 
this  conduct  in  a  public  refolution 
palled  for  the  purpofe;  by  which 
they  directed  for  the  future,  that 
none  of  their  commanders  fhould 
receive  any  letter  or  meflage  from 
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the  enemy,  but  fuch  as  fhould  be 
direded  to  them  in  the  charaders 
which  they  refpedively  fuflained  . 

At  length,  adjutant-  , 
General  Paterfon  was  fent 
to  New- York  by  General  Howe, 
with  a  letter  addrelfed  to  George 
Wafhington,  &c.  &c.  &c.  That 
General  received  him  with  great 
politenefs,  and  the  ufual  ceremony 
of  blindfolding,  in  palling  through 
the  fortifications,  was  difpenled 
with  in  his  favour.  The  Adjutant 
regretted  in  the  name  of  his  prin¬ 
cipals,  the  difficulties  which  had 
arifen  with  refpect  to  addrefilng  the 
letters;  declared  their  high  efteem 
for  his  peifion  and  character,  and 
that  they  did  not  mean  to  derogate 
from  the  refpect  due  to  his  rank; 
and  that  it  was  hoped  the  et  cetera’s 
would  remove  the  impediments  to 
their  correfpondence.  The  Gene¬ 
ral  replied  that  a  letter  directed  to 
any  perfon  in  a  public  character 
fhould  have  fome  defcription  or  in¬ 
dication  of  it,  other  wife  it  would 
appear  a  mere  private  letter;  that 
it  was  true  the  et  cetera’s  implied 
every  thing;  but  they  alfo  implied 
any  thing;  and  that  he  fhould  ab- 
folutely  decline  any  letter  directed 
to  him  as  a  private  perfon, when  it 
related  to  his  public  ftation. 

A  long  conference enfued  on  the 
fubject  of  prifoners,  and  the  com¬ 
plaints  which  were  made  on  both 
fides, particularly  by  theCongrefs, 
relative  to  the  treatment  they  re¬ 
ceived.  The  Adjutant  having  ob- 
ferved  that  the  commiflioners  were 
armed  with  great  powers;  that 
they  would  derive  the  greateft 
pleafure  from  effeding  an  accom¬ 
modation;  and  that  himfelf  wifhed 
to  have  that  vifit  confidered  as  ma¬ 
king  the  fifth  advance  towards  that 
defirabie  objed  ?  he  received  for 
•••  '  anfwer. 
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anfwer,  among  other  things,  that 
by  what  had  appeared,  their  pow¬ 
ers  were  only  to  grant  pardons; 
that  thofe  who  had  committed  no 
fault  wanted  no  pardon;  and  that 
they  themfelves  were  only  defend¬ 
ing  what  they  deemed  their  indis¬ 
putable  right.  The  Adjutant  was 
received  by  General  Wafhington 
in  great  military  ftate,  and  the  ut- 
moft  politenefs  was  obferved  on 
both  Tides. 

Some  fmall  time  previous  to  the 
arrival  of  the  fleet  and  army,  plots 
in  favour  of  the  royal  caufe  were 
difcovered  in  New-York  and  Al¬ 
bany,  which  were  productive  of 
much  trouble.  Some  few  execu¬ 
tions  took  place,  great  numbers 
were  confined,  and  manv  abandon- 
ing  their  houfes,  under  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  their  fears,  were  purfued 
as  outlaws,  and  enemies  to  their 
country.  The  eftates  of  thofe  un¬ 
fortunate  people,  againft  whom 
there  were  proofs,  were  feized. 
In  the  mean  time,  new  forms  of 
government  were  eftablifhed  in  all 
thofe  colonies,  which  deemed  the 
former  infufficient  for  their  prefent 
fituation,  and  the  others  made  the 
alterations  neceflary  to  adapt  their 
old  forms  to  the  new  fyftem.  The 
declaration  of  independence  was 
alfo  publifhed  in  all  the  colonies, 
and  every  where  received  and  ac¬ 
companied  with  the  greateft  public 
teftimonials  of  joy.  This  confi¬ 
dence  and  boldnefs  in  the  midft  of 
fo  untried  and  dangerous  a  drug¬ 
gie,  and  at  the  eve  of  fo  formida¬ 
ble  an  invafion,  fhewed  either 
great  prefumptiotl,  a  knowledge 
of  internal  flrength,  or  a  certainty 
of  foreign  fupport,  which  appeared 
alarming. 

The  fir  ft  divifion  of  Heflians, 
with  the  Britifh  troops  by  whom 
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they  were  accompanied,  failed  di- 
re&ly  from  England  to  Halifax,  as 
Lord  Howe  had  done,  being  (fill 
ignorant  of  the  general’sdeparture 
from  that  place.  By  this  means 
the  month  of  Auguftwas  confider- 
ably  advanced  before  their  arrival 
at  New-York, and  it  was  of  courfe 
fome  days  longer  before  any  expe¬ 
dition  of  importance  could  be  un¬ 
dertaken  by  the  commiftioners.  In 
the  mean  time  they  were  joined  by 
Sir  Peter  Parker  and  General  Clin¬ 
ton,  with  the  fquadron  and  forces 
from  South  Carolina,  as  well  as 
by  fome  regiments  from  Florida 
and  the  Weft  Indies. 

All  the  forces  being  now  arrived 
except  about  one  half  of  the  Hef- 
fians,  who  though  on  their  way, 
were  not  fpeedily  expeCted,  an  at¬ 
tempt  upon  Long  Ifland  v/as  re- 
folved  upon,  as  being  more  practi¬ 
cable,  and  therefore  better  fitted 
for  the  firft  eflay  than  New  York, 
as  affording  a  greater  fcope  for  the 
difplay  to  advantage  of  military 
(kill  and  experience, and  as  abound¬ 
ing  with  thofe  fupplies  which  lo 
great  a  body  of  men  as  were  now 
aflembled  by  Tea  and  land  necefla- 
rilv  demanded. 

j _ 

1  he  neceflary  mea-  » 
fures  being  taken  by  ' 
the  fleet  for  covering  thedelcent, 
the  army  was  landed  without  oppo- 
fition  near  Utrecht  and  Gravefend, 
on  the  South  weft  end  of  the  Aland, 
and  not  far  from  the  narrows 
where  it  approaches  clofeft  to  Sta¬ 
ten  Ifland,  General  Putnam  was 
at  that  time  with  a  ftrong  force 
encamped  at  Brookland  or  Brook¬ 
lyn,  at  a  few  miles  diftance,  on 
the  north  coail,  where  his  works 
covered  the  breadth  of  a  fmall  pe- 
ninfula,  having  what  is  called  the 
Fall:  river,  which  feparated  him 

from 


1 7o]  HISTORY  OF  EUROPE. 


from  New  York  on  his  left  ;  a 
marjh, which  extended  to  Gowan’s 
Cove,  on  his  right  ;  with  the  bay 
and  Governor’s  Bland  to  his  back. 
The  armies  were  feparated  by  a 
range  of  hills  covered  with  wood, 
which  interfedt  the  country  from 
eaft,  to  weft,  and  are,  in  that  part 
called  the  heights  of  Guana.  The 
diredl  road  totheenemy  lay  through 
a  village  called  Flat  Bufb,  where 
the  hills;  commenced,  and  near 
which  was  one  of  the  tnoft  impor¬ 
tant  paftes.  As  the  army  advan¬ 
ced,  the  north  coaft  was  to  the  left, 
the  fouth  on  the  right,  and  Flat 
bufhwas  nearly  in  the  center  be¬ 
tween  both.  The  Ifland  in  that 
part  is  kept  narrow  by  Jamaica 
bay,  on  the  right,  but  foon  wi¬ 
dens.  General  Putnam  had  de¬ 
tached  a  confiderable  part  of  his 
army  to  occupy  the  woody  hills, 
and  poifefs  the  paftes ;  and  if  the 
commanders  upon  this  fervice  had 
been  Ikilful  and  vigilant,  they 
could  not  have  been  eaftly  paffed. 

Lord  Cornwallis  pufhed  on  im¬ 
mediately,  with  the  referve,  and 
fome  other  troops,  to  Flat  Bulb, 
where  finding  the  enemy  in  poffef- 
fion  of  the  pafs,  he  complied  with 
his  orders  in  making  no  attempt 
upon  it.  When  the  wrho!e  army 
was  landed,  the  Heftians,  under 
General  Heifter,  compofed  the 
center  at  Flat  Bulb;  Major  Gene¬ 
ral  Grant  commanded  the  left 
wing,  which  extended  to  the 
coaft  ;  and  the  principal  army, 
containing  much  the  greater  part 
of  the  Britifh  forces,  under  the 
command  of  General  Clinton, 
Earl  Percy,  and  Lord  Cornwallis, 
turned  fhort  to  the  right,  and  ap¬ 
proached  theoppofite  coaft  at  Fiat 
Land. 

Every  thing  being  prepared  for 


forcing  the  hills,  and  advancing 
towards  the  enemies  lines, General 
Clinton,  at  the  head  of  the  van  of 
the  army,  confifting  ot  the  light 
infantry,  grenadiers,  light  horfe, 
referve  under  Lord  Cornwallis, 
and  other  corps  with  fourteen 
field  pieces,  began  as  foon  as  it 
was  dark  on  the  night  of  the  26th, 
to  move  from  Flat  Land,  and  pall¬ 
ing  through  the  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try  called  the  New  Lots,  arrived 
upon  the  road  which  croffes  the 
hills  from  Bedford  to  Jamaica, 
where  turning  to  the  left  towards 
the  former  of  thefe  places,  they 
feized  a  pafs  of  the  utmoft  impor¬ 
tance,  which  through  fome  unac¬ 
countable  and  fatal  negleft  of  the 
enemy’s  generals, was  left  unguard¬ 
ed.  The  main  body  under  Lord 
Percy  with  ten  field  pieces,  follow¬ 
ed  the  van  at  a  moderate  diftance, 
and  the  way  being  thus  happily  o- 
pen,  the  whole  army  paffed  the  hills 
without  noife  or  impediment,  and 
defcended  by  the  town  of  Bedford 
into  the  level  country  which  lay 
between  tlism  and  Putnam’s  lines. 

The  engagement  was  begun  ear¬ 
ly  in  the  morning  by  the  Heftians 
at  Flat  Bulb, and  by  General  Grant 
on  the  coaft,  and  a  warm  canno¬ 
nade,  with  abrilk  fire  of  fmall  arms, 
was  eagerly  fupported  on  both 
fides  for  fome  hours.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  fhips  made  feveral  mo¬ 
tions  on  the  left,  and  attacked  a 
battery  on  Red  Hook,  not  only  to 
diftradt  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
who  were  engaged  with  General 
Grant,  but  to  call  oft' their  atten¬ 
tion  totally  from  the  left  and  rear, 
where  all  their  danger  lay .  Thofe 
who  oppofed  the  Heftians  in  the 
left  and  centre,  were  the  firft  ap¬ 
prized  of  the  march  of  the  Britifh 
army,  and  of  their  own  danger. 

They 
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They  accordingly  retreated  in  large 
bodies,  and  in  tolerable  order, 
with  their  artillery,  in  order  to 
recover  their  camp, but  loon  found 
themfelves  intercepted  by  the 
King’s  troops,  who  furioufly  at¬ 
tacked,  and  drove  them  back  into 
the  woods.  There  they  again  met 
the  Heffiaris,  and  were  alternately 
chafed  and  intercepted  by  the  light 
infantry  and  dragoons.  In  thefe 
defperate  circumftances,  fbme  of 
their  regiments,  overpowered  and 
outnumbered  as  they  were,  forced 
their  way  to  the  lines,  through  all 
the  difficulties  and  dangers  that 
oppofed  and  lurrounded  them. 
Others,  perhaps  not  lefs  brave, 
perifhed  in  the  attempt.  Some 
kept  the  woods  and  efcaped  j 
others,  lels  fortunate, were  loft  un¬ 
der  the  fame  protebtion.  The  na¬ 
ture  of  the  country,  and  variety  of 
the  ground,  occafioned  a  conti¬ 
nuance  and  extention  of  fmall  en¬ 
gagements,  purfuits,  and  daughter, 
which  lafted  for  many  hours. 

Never  was  any  body  of  men 
more  effebtuajy  entrapped  :  their 
right,  which  was  engaged  with 
General  Grant  on  the  coaft,  were 
fo  late  in  their  knowledge  of  what 
was  paffing,  that  they  were  inter¬ 
cepted  in  their  retreat  by  fome  of 
the  Britirh  troops,  who,  befides 
turning  the  hills,  and  their  left, 
had  in  that  morning  traverfed  the 
whole  extent  of  country  in  their 
rear.  Such  of  thefe  as  did  not 
cnufe  to  take  to  the  woods,  which 
were  the  greater  number,  were 
obliged  to  throw  themfelves  into 
themarfh  at  Gowan’s  Cove, which 
we  have  already  taken  notice  of, 
where  many  were  drowned,  and 
others  perifhed  more  miferably  in 
the  mud  :  a  confiderable  number, 
however,  nude  their  efcape  this 
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way  to  the  lines,  though  they  were 
thinned  in  every  part  of  t lie  courfe 
by  the  fire  of  the  purfuers. 

Their  lofs  was  reprelentcd  as  ex¬ 
ceeding  3000  men,  including  about 
1000  who  were  taken  prifoners. 
Aimoft  a  whole  regiment  rrotii 
Maryland,  confifting  altogether  of 
young  uien  of  the  beft  families  in 
the  country,  was  cut  to  pieces. 
Undoubtedly  their  lofs  mutt  have 
been  great,  though  they  do  not 
acknowledge  any  fuch  number  in 
their  accounts-  This  a£tion,  how¬ 
ever,  broke  their  fpirits  exceed- 
ingly.  They  not  only  loft  a  num¬ 
ber  of  their  beft  and  braved  men, 
but  the  furvivors  loft  that  hope  of 
fuccefs,  and  confidence  in  their 
ownprowefs,  which  are  fo  eftential 
to  victory.  New  foldiers,  in  the 
fulnefs  of  fpirits  and  pride  of  bo¬ 
dily  ftrength,  can  fcarcely conceive 
any  advantage  over  them,  which 
the  old  can  derive  from  difcipline 
and  a  knowledge  of  their  bufinefs. 
And  if  they  are  well  commanded, 
and  Ikilfully  led  to  action  in  this 
temper,  fo  that  their  opponents 
are  deprived  of  an  opportunity  of 
turning  thefe  advantages  to  ac¬ 
count,  they  will  do  wonderful  ex¬ 
ecution  :  for  not  being  yet  capable 
of  thoroughly  comprehending  dan¬ 
ger,  nor  having  known  by  expe¬ 
rience  the  pain  and  vexation  of 
wounds,  they  are  often  more  da¬ 
ring,  adventurous, and  violent  than 
veterans.  But  if,  as  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  they  find  courage,  and 
ftrength  totally  ufelefs;  that  when 
they  are  making  the  greateft,  and, 
as  they  think,  mod  effectual  efforts 
they  find  them  ail  thrown  away, 
and  that  they  are  lurrounded, over¬ 
powered,  and  deftroyed,  by  means 
which  they  cannot  underftand,they 
withdraw  ail  due  confidence  from 

thofis 
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thoife  things  on  which  they  had  be¬ 
fore  placed  too  much,  and  alcribe 
an  irrefiftible  power  to  military 
fki  1 1  and  difcipline,  which  they  do 
not  really  poffefs.  Thus  they  a- 
feandon  their  natural  ftrength, 
and  it  will  be  fome  time  before 
they  have  confidence  enough  in 
their  n ew  knowledge  to  call  it  ef¬ 
fectually  into  aCtion. 

Great  errors  feem  to  have  been 
committed  on  the  fide  of  the  pro¬ 
vincial  commanders.  They  fay, 
that  a  body  of  not  more  than  tour 
or  five  thoufand  men  was  (urround- 
ed  by  the  whole  force  oi  the  Britifh 
army.  They  endeavour  to  palliate 
their  mifconduCt  in  getting  into 
that  fituation  by  reprefenting,  that 
they  had  no  idea  that  more  than 
about  that  number  of  Britifh  troops 
were  landed  on  the  ifland.  It  does 
appear  as  if  no  more  had  landed 
in  the  firft  embarkation,  but  ei¬ 
ther  from  a  change  or  concealment 
of  plan,  very  great  bodies  were 
afterwards  embarked  and  paffed. 
The  provincials  too,  as  ufual  with 
men  in  misfortunes,  hinted  trea¬ 
chery  in  fome  of  thofe  who  were 
employed  to  difcover  the  motions 
of  their  enemy,  and  to  guard  the 
pa  lies,  by  the  occupying  of  which 
they  had  been  iurrounded. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  fpirit 
and  alacrity  fhewn  by  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  corps  of  which  the  Britifh 
army  was  compofed  in  this  aCtion. 
The  ardour  of  the  foldiers  were  io 
great,  that  it  was  with  difficulty 
the  generals  could  call  them  off 
from  attacking  the  enemy’s  lines, 
in  the  eagernefs  of  their  purfuit  af¬ 
ter  the  lugitives.  Nor  is  it  impro¬ 
bable,  in  that  temper,  that  they 
would  have  carried  every  thing  be¬ 
fore  them.  It  may  be  fuppofed 
"hat  the  emulation  between  the  fo- 
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reign  troops  and  the  Britifh  did 
not  lelfen  the  defire  of  being  dif- 
tinguifiied  on  either  fide  in  this 
their  firft  aCtion.  Too  much  praife 
cannot  be  given  to  the  ability 
which  planned  this  enterprize,  nor 
to  the  promptnefs  and  exactitude 
,  with  which  the  feveral  generals 
carried  their  refpeCtive  parts  of  it 
into  execution. 

Three  of  the  enemy’s  comman¬ 
ders;  viz.  Major  General  Sullivan, 
with  the  Brigadiers  General  Lord 
Sterling  and  Udell,  and  ten  other 
field  officers,  were  among  the  pri-» 
foners.  The  lofs  on  the  fide  or  the 
Britifh  and  Heffians  was  very  tri¬ 
fling,  being  under  350  in  killed 
and  wounded;  of  which  the  for¬ 
mer  did  not  comp  oil  one  filth.  An 
officer  with  a  few  men  were  taken 
prifoners.  The  victorious  army 
encamped  in  the  front  of  the  ene¬ 
my’s  works  on  that  even-  ^ 
ing,  and  on  the  28th,  at  1  ’  * 

night,  broke  ground  inform  at 600 
yards  diftance  from  a  redoubt 
which  covered  the  enemy’s  left. 

General  Wafhington  paffed  over 
from  New  York  during  the  en¬ 
gagement,  and  is  faid  to  have  burft: 
into  a  poignant  exclamation  of 
grief  when  he  beheld  the  inextri¬ 
cable  deftruftion  in  which  fome  of 
his  beft  troops  were  involved.  No¬ 
thing  was  now  left,  but  to  pre¬ 
serve  the  remainder  of  the  army  on 
Long  Ifiand.  He  knew  that  the 
fuperior  power  of  the  royal  artillery 
would  foon  fi lance  their  batteries, 
and  that  if  their  lines  were  forced 
which,  in  their  prefent  depreliion 
offpirits,  and  comparative  weak-' 
nefs  -in  number  as  well  as  difcipline, 
there  was  little  hope  of  preventing, 
they  inuft  all  be  killed  or  taken.  If 
he  attempted  to  (Lengthen  them 
by  reinforcements  from  New  York, 
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he  hazarded  the  lofs  of  that  ifland, 
which  was  already  menaced  on  e- 
very  fide,  and  kept  in  continual  a- 
larm  and  apprehenfion  by  the  fleet. 
A  danger  not  lefs  than  any  other 
was  dill  to  be  considered;  the  men 
of  war  only  waited  for  a  fair  wind 
to  enter  and  take  poffeifion  of  the 
Ead  river,  which  would  have  to¬ 
tally  cut  ‘off  all  communication 
between  the  iflands.  In  this  fitu- 
ation,  no  hope  remained  but  in  a 
retreat;  a  matter  of  no  fmall  dif¬ 
ficulty  and  danger,  under  the  eye 
of  fo  vigilant  an  enemy,  and  with 
Jfo  powerful  an  army,  fluflbed  with 
fuccefs,  clofe  to  their  works.  This 
arduous  talk  was,  however,  under¬ 
taken,  and  carried  into  execution 
with  great  ability  by  Gen.  Wafh- 
ington.  In  the  night  of  the  29th, 
their  troops  were  withdrawn  from 
the  camp  and  their  different  works, 
and  with  their  baggage,  (tores, 
and  part  of  their  artillery,  were 
conveyed  to  the  water  fide,  em¬ 
barked,  and  palled  over  a  long 
ferry  to  New  York,  with  fuch  won¬ 
derful  filence  and  order,  that  our 
army  did  not  perceive  the  lead  mo¬ 
tion,  and  were  furprifed  in  the 
morning  at  finding  the  lines  aban¬ 
doned,  and  feeing  the  lad  of  the 
rear  guard  (or,  as  they  fay,  a  party 
which  had  returned  to  carry  off 
fome  (lores  that  were  left  behind) 
in  their  boats,  and  out  of  danger. 
Thofe  who  are  bed  acquainted 
with  the  difficulty,  embarraffment, 
noife,  and  tumult,  which  attend 
even  by  day,  and  no  enemy  at 
hand,  a  movement  of  this  nature 
with  feveral  thoufand  men,  will  be 
the  fird  to  acknowledge,  that  this 
retreat  fhould  hold  a  high  place 
among  military  tranfaCtions. 

Soon  after  the  retreat  from  Long 
Kland,  General  Sullivan  was  fent 


upon  parole  with  a  meffage  from 
Lord  Howe  to  the  Congrefs.  In 
this  he  dated,  that  though  he  could 
not  at  prefent  treat  with  that  af- 
fembly  as  fuch,  yet  he  was  very 
defirous  of  having  a  conference 
with  fome  of  their  members,  whom 
he  would  confider  for  the  prefent 
only  as  private  gentlemen,  and 
would  himfeif  meet  them  at  fuch 
place  as  thev  fhould  appoint.  He 
faid,  that  he  had  in  conjunction 
with  the  General,  full  powers  to 
compromife  the  difpute  between 
Great  Britain  and  America,  upon 
terms  advantageous  to  both,  the 
obtaining  of  which  had  detained 
him  near  two  months,  and  pre¬ 
vented  his  arrival  before  the  decla¬ 
ration  ©f  independency  took  place. 
That  he  wifhed  a  compaCI  might 
be  fettled  at  this  time,  when  no 
decifive  blow,  was  druck,  and 
neither  party  could  fay  they  were 
compelled  to  enter  into  the  agree¬ 
ment.  That  if  the  Congrefs  were 
difpofed  to  treat,  many  things 
which  they  had  not  yet  a(ked,  might 
and  ought  to  be  granted  to  them;  v 
and  that  if  upon  the  conference  any 
probable  ground  of  an  accommo¬ 
dation  appeared,  the  authority  of 
Congrefs  mild  be  afterwards  ac¬ 
knowledged,  or  the  compaCt  could 
not  be  complete. 

The  Congrefs  returned  for  an- 
fwer,  that  being  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  Free  and  Independent 
States  of  America,  they  could  not 
with  propriety  fend  any  of  their 
members  to  confer  with  him  in 
their  private  characters;  but  that 
ever  defirous  of  edablifhing  peace 
on  reafonable  terms,  they  would 
fend  a.  committee  of  their  body  to 
know  whether  he  had  any  autho¬ 
rity  to  treat  with  perfons  autho- 
rifcd  by  Congrefs  for  that  purpofe, 

in 
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in  behalf  of  America,  and  what 
that  authority  was,  and  to  hear 
fuch  proportions  as  he  ihotild  think 
fit  to  make  refpedting  the  fame. 

Dr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Adams,  and 
Mr.  Rutledge,  being  appointed  as 
a  committee  upon  this  occahon, 
waited  accordingly  upon  Lord 
Howe  in  Staten  Ifland.  The  com¬ 
mittee  fum  up  the  account  of  this 
conference,  which  they  laid  before 
the  Congrefs  in  the  following 
words  :  “  upon  the  whole,  it  did 
not  appear  to  your  committee, 
that  his  lordfhip’s  commiffion  con¬ 
tained  any  other  authority  of  im¬ 
portance  than  what  is  contained  in 
the  adt  of  Parliament,  vi t.  That  of 
granting  pardons,  with  fuch  ex¬ 
ceptions  as  the  commiffioners  fhall 
think  proper  to  make,  and  of  de¬ 
claring  America,  or  any  part  of 
it,  to  be  in  the  King’s  peace  upon 
fubmifiion.  For,  as  to  the  power 
of  enquiring  into  the  ftate  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  which  his  lordfhip  mentioned 
to  us,  and  of  conferring  and  con- 
fuhing  w ith  any  perfon  the  com- 
rffiffioners  might  think  proper,  and 
reprefenting  therefult  of  fuch  con- 
verfations  to  the  minifiry,  who 
(provided  the  colonies  would  fub- 
jedt  themfel.ves)  might  after  all, 
or  might  not,  at  their  pleafure, 
make  any  alterations  in  the  former 
infirm Clions  to  governors,  or  pro- 
pofe  in  parliament  any  amendment 
of  the  ads  complained  of,  we  ap¬ 
prehended  any  expedition  from 
the  eifed  of  fuch  a  power  would 
have  been  too  uncertain  and  pre¬ 
carious  to  be  relied  on  by  America, 
had' flie  Fill  continued  in  her  Fate 
of  dependence.” 

In  this  manner  the  hopes  of  ne- 
f ociation  by  the  commiffioners 
ended.  They  endeavoured  to  make 


amends  for  their  failure  in  tlieif 
civil  capacity  by  the  vigour  of 
their  military  operations.  The 
royal  army  being  now  divided 
from  the  ifland  of  New  York  only 
by  the  Eaft  river  were  impatient 
to  pafs  that  narrow  boundary. 
They  polled  themfelves  along  the 
coaft  wherever  they  could  fee  of 
front  the  enemy,  and  ereded  Bat¬ 
teries  to  anfwer,  if  not  to  filence 
theirs.  A  fleet,  confifling  of  con^ 
fiderably  more  than  30 d  fail,  in¬ 
cluding  iranfports,  covered  the 
face  of  the  waters,  while  the fhips 
of  war,  hovering  round  the  ifland, 
threatened  deftrudion  to  every 
part,  and  were  continually  enga¬ 
ged  with  one  or  other  of  the  bat¬ 
teries  by  which  it  was  furrounded. 
The  fmall  iflands  between  the  op- 
pofitefhores  were  perpetual  objedts 
of  contefl.  until,  by  dint  of  well 
ferved  artillery,  the  aid  of  the 
iliips  and  the  intrepidity  of  the 
troops,  they  fecured  thofe  which 
were  moreneceffary  for  their  future 
operations.  Thus,  an  alraoft  con- 
flant  carfhonade  was  kept  up  for 
many  days,  and  the  troops  who 
had  fo  lately  efcapec|  from  the 
mol!  imminent  danger,  had  little 
time  to  quiet  their  apprehenfions. 

Every  thing  being  at  length  pre¬ 
pared  for  a  defeent,  fever al  move¬ 
ments  were  made  by  the  fhips  of 
war  in  the  North  River,  in  order  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  enemy  to 
that  fide  of  the  ifland.  Other 
parts  feemed  equally  threatened, 
and  increafed  the  uncertainty  of 
the  real  objedt  of  attack.  The 
feizure  of  the  ifland  of  Montrefor, 
near  Bel!  Gate,  and  eredting  a 
battery  on  it  to  filence  one  which 
the  provincials  had  at  Horen’s 
Hook,  feemed  to  indicate  a  defign 

of 
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of  landing  in  that  part  which  was 
near  the  center  of  New  York 
Ifland. 

V/hilft  the  rebels  were  in  this 
(late  of  expectation  and  uncertain¬ 
ty,  the  firft  divifion  of  the  army, 
<>  under  the  command  of 

eP -*  .v  General  Clinton ,  with 

Earl  Cornwallis,  Major  General 
Vaughan,  Brigadier  General  Lef- 
lie,  and  the  Heifian  Colonel  Do- 
nop,  embarked  at  the  head  of 
Newtown  bay,  which  runs  pretty 
deep  into  Long  Ifland,  and  where 
they  were  out  of  all  view  of  the 
enemy.  Being  covered  by  five 
Blips  of  war  upon  their  entrance 
into  the  river,  they  proceded  to 
Kepp’s  bay,  about  three  miles 
north  of  New  York,  where  being 
lefs  expected  than  in  fome  other 
places,  the  preparation  for  de¬ 
fence  was  not  fo  great.  The 
woiks,  however,  were  not  incon- 
fid  erable,  nor  deftitute  of  troops, 
but  the  fire  from  the  fliips  was  fo 
inceffknt,  and  fo  well  conducted, 
that  they  were  foon  abandoned, 
and  the  army  landed  without  op- 
pofiiion. 

The  enemy  immediately  aban¬ 
doned  the  city  of  new  York,  with 
thur  other  pofts  on  that  part  of 
the  ifland  and  retired  towards 
the  north  end,  where  their  prin¬ 
cipal  flrength  lay.  They  were 
obliged  to  leave  their  artillery, 
which  was  confiderablc,  and  their 
military  Bores,  (of  which,  except 
powder,  there  was  plenty)  be¬ 
hind.  They  luftained  fome  lofs  in 
Bain  and  a  greater  in  prifoners, 
as  well  as  in  the  retreat,  as  in  the 
fubfequent  fkirmifhes  which  took 
place  during  the  day.  The  fore 
remembrance  of  their  late  lofs  was 
ftrongiy  vihble  in  every  part  of 
their  conduct,  and  their  own  ac¬ 


counts  acknowledged,  that  feveral 
of  the  regiments  behaved  ill. 

A  brigade  of  the  Britifh  army 
having  taken  pofTeffion  of  New 
York,  the  reft  encamped  not  far 
from  the  center  of  the  ifland,  with 
the  right  at  Horen’s  Hook,  on  the 
Eaft  river,  and  the  left  at  the 
North  river,  near  Rloomingdale; 
thus  occupying  the  extent  of  the 
ifland  from  fhore  to  fhore,  which 
though  about  16  miles  in  length, 
is  not  much  above  one  in  breadth. 
The  enemy  were  very  ftrong  in  the 
north  of  the  ifland,  where  they 
had  great  works  ereCted;  particu¬ 
larly  at  Kingfbridge,  by  which 
their  communication  with  the  con¬ 
tinent  of  New  York  was  kept  open, 
where  the  works  were  fo  confider- 
able  on  both  Tides  of  the  paftage, 
that  ii  their  prefent  ftate  of  force 
they  feemed  to  defy  all  attempts  on 
either.  Their  neareft  encampment 
was  c;:  the  heights  of  Harlem,  at 
the  diftance  of  about  a  mile  and  a 
half.  M’Go wards  pafs,  and  the 
ftrong  grounds  called  Morris’s 
heights,  lay  between  them  and 
Kingfbridge,  and  were  deferable 
againft  a  very  fuperior  force.  In 
this  fituation  of  both  armies,  fre¬ 
quent  fkirmifhes  of  courfe  hap¬ 
pened,  and  it  was  found  by  de¬ 
grees  that  their  late  apprehenfions 
oegan  to  wear  away. 

General  Howe  had  not  been 
many  days  in  pofTeffion  of  New 
York,  when  fome  incendiaries, 
who  probably  had  flayed  behind 
and  concealed  themfel ves  for  that, 
purpofe,  being  determined,  if  pof- 
fible  to  prevent  its  being  of  any 
benefit  to  the  conqueror,  prepared 
combuftibles  with  great  art  ^ 
and  ingenuity,  and  taking 
the  advantage  of  dry  weather  and 
a  brifk  wind,  fet  fire  to  the  city 

about 
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about  midnight,  in  feveral  places 
at  the  fame  time.  Thus  near  a 
third  of  that  beautiful  city  was  re¬ 
duced  to  allies,  and  nothing  lefs 
than  the  courage  and  a&ivity  of 
the  troops,  as  well  as  of  the  bai¬ 
lors  who  were  difpatched  from  the 
fleet,  could  have  preferved  any 
part  of  the  remainder.  Many  of 
the  wretches  who  were,  as  it  is 
faid,  concerned  in  this  attrocious 
bufinefs,  being  detected,  expe¬ 
rienced  a  fummary  juftice,  and 
were  precipitated  by  the  fury  of 
the  foldiers  into  thofe  flames 
which  they  had  themfeives  kin¬ 
dled. 

The  general  perceiving  that 
no  attempt  could  be  made  on  the 
enemy  upon  the  fide  of  New  York, 
which  would  not  be  attended  with 
great  danger,  without  affording 
any  equal  profpeCt  of  fuccefs,  de¬ 
termined  at  length  upon  a  plan  of 
operation,  which  would  either 
oblige  them  to  quit  their  prefent 
ftrong  fituation,  or  render  their 
perfeverance  in  holdingitextreme- 
ly  dangerous.  For  this  purpofe 
„  the  greater  part  of  the 

'  1  2'  army  being  embarked  in 
flat  boats  and  other  fmall  craft 
proper  for  the  fervice,  paffed  fuc- 
cefsfully  through  the  dangerous 
navigation  of  Hell  Gate,  which 
forms  a  communication  between 
the  Ea ft  river  and  the  Sound,, and 
landed  on  Frog’s  Neck,  near  the 
town  of  Weft  Chefter,  which  lies 
on  that  part  of  the  continent  be¬ 
longing  to  New  York,  upon  the 
fide  of  Connecticut. 

Earl  Percy, with  two  brigades  of 
Britiib  troops,  and  one  of  Heffian, 
continued  in  the  lines  near  Harlem 
to  cover  New  York.  Though  this 
movement  was  highly  judicious  in 
the  prefent  exaCt  date  of  things, 
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it  feems  as  if  it  would  have  been 
extremely  dangerous  if  General 
Wafhington  had  commanded  a  ve¬ 
teran  army  on  whofe  performance 
he  could  rely,  and  that  the  corps 
under  Lord  Percy  would  in  that 
cafe  have  been  in  great  danger,  it 
is,  however  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  powerful  fleet  which  furrounded 
that  narrow  ifland,  would  have  af¬ 
forded  fhelter  and  protection  in  al- 
moft  any  fituation  to  which  they 
could  have  been  reduced.  This 
fleet  was  of  infinite  fervice  in  all 
the  operations  of  the  campaign.  In 
this  the  inferiority  of  the  provin¬ 
cials  was  moft  felt,  being  totally 
deftitute  of  any  force  of  that  na- 
ture. 

The  army  was  detained  for  fome 
days  at  Frog’s  Neck  waiting  for 
the  arrival  of  the  provifions  and 
ftores,and  of  a  reinforcement  which 
was  drawn  from  Staten  Ifland. 
They  then  proceeded  through  Pel¬ 
ham’s  Manor  to  New  Rochelle, 
which  lies  0:1  the  coaft  of  the 
Sound,  as  that  channel  is  called, 
which  feparates  the  continent  from 
Long  Ifland.  At  this  place  they 
were  joined  to  the  greater  part  of 
a  regiment  of  light  horfe  from  Ire¬ 
land,  one  of  the  tranfports  having 
been  taken  in  the  paffage.  They 
were  alfo  joined  by  a  fecond  di- 
vifion  of  Heffians  under  General 
Knyphaufen,  with  a  regiment  of 
Waldeckers,  both  of  which  had 
arrived  at  New-York  fince  the  de¬ 
parture  of  the  army  from  thence. 

The  hrft  objeCt  of  this  expedi¬ 
tion  was  to  cut  off  the  communi¬ 
cations  between  Wafhington  and 
theeaftern  colonies?  and  then,  if 
this  meafure  did  not  bring  hirq  to  an 
engagement  to  enclofe  him  on  all 
fides  in  his  faftneffes  on  the  north 
end  of  York  Ifland,  The  King’s 
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troops  were  now  mailers  of  the 
lower  road  to  Connecticut  and  Bof- 
ton;  but  to  gain  the  upper  it  was 
necefiary  to  advance  to  the  high 
grounds  called  the  White  Plains; 
a  rough,  ftony,  and  mountainous 
traCt  ;  which,  however,  is  only 
part  of  the  afcent,to  a  country  Hill 
higher,  rougher,  and  more  diffi¬ 
cult.  Upon  the  departure  of  the 
army  to  the  higher  country,  it  was 
deemed  neceffiary  to  leave  the  fe- 
cond  divifion  ofHeffians,  with  the 
Waldeck  regiment,  at  New  Ro¬ 
chelle, as  well  to  preferve  the  com¬ 
munications,  as  to  fecure  the  fup- 
plies  and  provifions  and  neceffiaries 
that  were  to  arrive  at  that  port. 
Indeed  the  army  was  now  fo  pow¬ 
erful,  that  it  was  enabled  to  fup- 
port  every  fervice. 

General  Wafhington  was  not  in¬ 
attentive  to  the  danger  of  his  fixa¬ 
tion.  He  faw,  that  if  he  continued 
where  he  was,  he  would  at  length 
be  compelled  to  commit  the  whole 
fortune  of  the  war,  and  the  fafety 
of  all  the  colonies  to  the  hazard 
of  a  general  engagement;  a  deci- 
fion,  of  which  he  had  every  caufe 
to  apprehend  the  event,  and  in 
which  a  defeat  would  be  final,  as 
there  could  fcarcelybe  a  poffibility 
of  retreat.  His  army  likewife, 
which  had  been  difheartened  by 
their  late  misfortunes,  was  then 
much  reduced  by  ficknefs,  v>hich 
the  feverity  of  the  fervices,  indif¬ 
ferent  quarters,  infufficient  cloath- 
ing,  the  want  of  fait  and  other  ne- 
celfaries,  joined  to  a  flovenlinefs 
generally  prevalent  in  America, 
had  rendered  general,  and  very  fa¬ 
tal  in  his  camp. 

A  grand  movement  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  made,  by  which  the 
army  was  formed  into  a  line  of 
fmall,  detached,  and  entrenched 
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camps,  which  occupied  every 
height  and  ftrong  ground  from  Va¬ 
lentine’s  Hill  not  far  from  Kings- 
bridge,  on  the  right,  to  the  White 
Plains,  and  the  upper  road  to  Con¬ 
necticut, on  the  left.  In  this  pofition 
they  faced  the  whole  line  of  march 
of  the  King’s  troops  at  a  moderate 
diftance,  the  deep  river  Brunx  co¬ 
vering  their  front;  and  the  North 
river  at  tome  diftance  in  their  rear, 
whilft  the  open  ground  to  the  laft 
afforded  a  fecure  paftage  for  their 
ftores  and  baggage  to  the  upper 
country.  A  garrifon  was  left  for 
the  protection  of  Fort  Wafhington, 
the  lines  of  Harlem  and  Kings- 
bridge. 

In  this  fixation  of  the  enemy, 
General  Howe  thought  it  necefia- 
ry  to  proceed  with  great  circum- 
fpeCtion.  The  progrefs  was  flow, 
the  march  of  the  army  clofe,  the 
encampments  compaCt,  and  well 
guarded  with  artillery,  and  the 
moft  foldier-like  caution  ufed  in 
every  refpeCt.  This  did  not  re- 
ftrain  the  enemy  from  fending  par¬ 
ties  over  the  Brunx  to  impede  their 
march,  which  occafioned  feveral 
Ikirmiffies,  in  which  the  royal  ar¬ 
my  were  generally  fuccefsfui.  Up¬ 
on  the  approach  of  the  army  to 
the  White  Plains,  the  enemy  quit¬ 
ted  their  detached  camps  along  the 
Brunx,  and  joining  their  left,  took 
a  ftrong  ground  of  encampment 
before  the  Britifh  on  the  former. 

Every  thingbeing  prepa- 
red  for  bringing  the  enemy 
to  aCtion,  the  army  marched  early 
in  the  morning  in  two  columns 
towards  the  White  Plains,  the  left 
being  commanded  by  General 
Heifter.  Before  noon,  all  the  ene¬ 
mies  advanced  parties  being  drove 
back  to  their  works  by  the  light 
jnfantry  and  Heftian  Chafteurs,  the 
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army  formed,  with  the  right  upon 
the  road  from  Mamoroneck,  at 
about  a  mile’s  diftance  from  their 
center,  and  the  left  to  the  Brunx, 
at  about  the  fame  diftance  from  the 
right  flank  of  their  intrenchments. 

A  body  of  the  enemy  poffefted 
an  advantageous  ground,  that  was 
feparated  from  the  right  flank  by 
the  Brunx,  and  which  alfo  by  its 
windings,  covered  that  corps  in 
front  from  the  left  of  our  army.  As 
this  poft  would  have  been  of  great 
confequencein  attacking  that  flank 
of  the  entrenchments,  Brigadier 
General  Leflie,  with  the  fecond 
brigade  of  Britifh  troops,  the  Hef- 
flan  grenadiers  under  Colonel 
JDonop,  and  a  battalion  of  that 
corps,  were  ordered  to  diflodge  the 
enemy.  Previous  to  their  attack, 
Colonel  Ralle,  who  commanded  a 
brigade  of  the  Heffians  on  the  left, 
had  pafled  the  Brunx,  and  gained  a 
poft,  which  enabled  him  to  annoy 
the  enemies  flank,  while  they  were 
engaged  with  the  other  forces  in 
front. 

Though  the  paffage  of  the  river 
tvas  difficult,  it  was  performed 
with  the  greateft  fpirit,  and  the 
28th,  and  35th  regiments,  being 
the  firft  that  pa  fled, formed  with  the 
greateft  fteadinefs,  under  the  ene¬ 
mies  fire  on  the  oppofite  fide; 
they  then  afcended  a  fteep  hill,  in 
defiance  of  all  oppofition  ,and  ruffl¬ 
ing  on  the  enemy,  foen  routed, 
and  drove  them  from  their  works. 
No  lefs  alacrity  was  (hewn  by  the 
Other  troops  in  fupporting  thefe 
two  regiments.  The  gaining  of 
this  important  poft  took  up  a  con- 
fiderable  time,  which  was  prolong¬ 
ed  by  the  enemy’s  ftiil  fupporting 
a  broken  and  fcattered  engagement 
in  defence  of  the  adjoining  walls 
a.nd  hedges.  In  the  evening,  the 
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Hellian  grenadiers  were  ordered 
forward  upon  the  heights  within 
cannon  fhot  of  the  entrenchments, 
the  2d  brigade  of  Britifh  formed  in 
their  rear,  and  the  two  Hellian 
brigades,  on  the  left  of  the  fecond. 
The  right  and  center  of  the  army 
did  not  remove  from  the  ground 
upon  which  they  had  formed.  In 
that  pofition  the  whole  army  lay 
upon  their  arms  during  the  night, 
with  a  full  intention  and  in  the 
high'eft  expectation,  of  attacking 
the  enemy’s  camp  next  morning. 

It  was  perceived  in  the  morning 
that  the  enemy  had  drawn  back 
their  encampment  in  the  night, 
and  had  greatly  ftrengthened  their 
lines  by  additional  works.  Upon 
this  account  the  attack  was  defer¬ 
red,  and  it  was  thought  neceflary 
to  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the  4th 
brigade,  and  of  two  battalions 
of  the  6th,  which  had  been  left 
with  Lord  Percy  at  New  York. 
Upon  the  arrival  of  thefe  troops, 
the  neceffary  drfpofitions  were 
made  in  the  evening,  for  attacking 
the  enemy  early  on  the  laft  of  Oc¬ 
tober;  but  an  extreme  wet  night 
and  morning  prevented  this  defign 
from  being  carried  into  execution. 

In  the  mean  time.  General 
Wafbington  had  not  the  fmallefl 
intention  of  Venturing  an  engage¬ 
ment,  wbiift  there  was  a  poffibiiity 
of  its  being  avoided.  He  knew 
that  delay  was  in  fome  fort  victory 
to  him.  That  fmal'l  actions,  which 
could  not  in  the  leaft  affeCt  the 
public  fafety,  would  more  effec¬ 
tually  train  his  men  to  fervice,and 
inure  them  to  danger,  than  a  gene¬ 
ral  aClion,  which  might  in  one  day 
decide  their  own,  and  the  fate  of 
America.  It  mu  ft  be  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  in  the  courfe  of  this  cam¬ 
paign,  and  more  particularly  in 
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this  part  of  it,  he  fully  performed 
the  part  of  no  mean  commander. 

The  American  accounts  fay, that 
upon  our  covering  four  or  five  bat¬ 
teries  with  a  powerful  artillery, 
preparatory  to  an  attack,  together 
with  the  General’s  knowledge  that 
by  turning  his  camp,  the  Britifli 
might  become  poflefled  of  hills  at 
his  back  which  totally  commanded 
it,  he  found  it  neceflary  to  change 
his  pofition.  He  accordingly  quit¬ 
ted  his  camp  on  the  night  of  the 
1  ft  of  November,  and  took  higher 
grounds  towards  the  North  Caftle 
diftridt,  having  firft  fet  fire  to  the 
town  or  village  of  White  Plains, 
as  well  as  to  all  the  houfes  and 
forage  near  the  lines.  The  Britifli 
army  on  the  next  day  took  poftef- 
fion  of  their  entrenchment. 

General  Howe  feeing  that  the 
enemy  could  not  be  enticed  to  an 
engagement,  and  that  the  nature 
of  the  country  did  not  admit  of 
their  being  forced  to  it,  determined 
not  to  lofe  time  in  a  fruitlefs  pur- 
fuit,  and  to  take  this  opportunity 
of  driving  them  out  of  their  ftrong 
holds  in  York  lftand  }  an  ope¬ 
ration  which  their  army  could  not 
now  poffibly  prevent.  For  this 
purpofe,  General  Knyphaufencrof- 
i'edthe  country  fromNew  Rochelle, 
and  having  taken  pofTeffion  of 
King's  Bridge  without  oppofition, 
entered  York  Ifland,  and  took  his 
Ration  to  the  north  of  Fort  Wafh- 
ington,  to  which  the  enemy  had  re¬ 
tired  at  his  approach. 

Fort  Wafhington  lay  on  the  weft 
fide  of  New  York  Ifland,  not  far 
from  King’s  Bridge,  near  Jeffery’s 
Hook,  and  almoft  facing  Fort  Lee 
on  the  Jerfey  fide,  from  which  it 
was  feparated  by  the  North  River. 
This  work,  though  not  contempti¬ 
ble,  was  not  fufficient  to  refill 


heavy  artillery;  and  it  was  by  no 
means  of  a  fufficient  extent  for  any 
other  purpofe  than  the  ftrengthen- 
ing  oflines.  But  the  fituation  was 
extremely  ftrong,  and  the  ap¬ 
proaches  difficult. 

The  army  having  ^ 
returned  flowly  by  the 
North  River,  encamped  on  the 
heights  of  Fordham,  at  a  mode¬ 
rate  diftance  from  King’s  Bridge, 
with  that  river  on  its  right,  and 
the  Brunx  on  the  left.  Every  thing 
being  prepared  for  attacking  the 
Fort,  and  the  commander,  Colo¬ 
nel  Magaw,  refufing  a  fummons  to 
furrender,  and  declaring  he  would 
defend  it  to  the  laft  extremity,  a 
general  ailault  was  determined 
upon,  as  faving  the  time  that 
would  be  loft  in  regular  approaches. 
The  garrifon  confifted  of  near 
30 09  men,  and  the  ftrong  grounds 
round  the  Fort  were  cover- 
ed  with  lines  and  works. 

Four  attacks  were  made  at  the 
fame  time.  The  firft,  on  the  North 
fide,  was  conduced  by  General 
Knyphaufen,  at  the  head  of  two 
columns  ofHeflians  and  Waldeck- 
ers.  The  fecond  on  the  eaft,  was 
led  on  by  Brigadier  General  Ma¬ 
thew,  at  the  head  of  the  i  ft  and  2d 
battalions  of  light  infantry, and  two 
battalionssof  guards  fupported  by 
Lord  Cornwallis  with  the  iftand 
2d  battalions  of  grenadiers,  and 
the  33d  regiment.  Thele  lorces 
croffed  the  Fall  Pviverin  fiat  boats, 
and  as  the  enemies  works  there  ex¬ 
tended  the  breadth  of  the  Ifland, 
redoubts  and  batteries  were  erected 
on  the  oppofite  fhore,  as  well  to 
rover  the  landing  of  the  troops ,  as 
to  annoy  thofe  wotks  which  were 
near  the  water.  The  third  attack, 
which  was  principally  intended  as 
a  feint  to  diftradt  the  enemy,  was 
[M  J  2  'con- 
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conduced  by  Lt.  Colonel  Sterling, 
with  the  42d  regiment,  who  palfed 
the  Eaft  River  lower  down,  be¬ 
tween  the  2d  and  4th  attacks.  The 
laft  attack  was  made  by  Lord  Percy 
with  the  corps  which  he  command¬ 
ed  on  the  fouth  of  the  ifland.  All 
the  attacks  were  fupported  with  a 
numerous,  powerful,  and  wellfer- 
ved  artillery. 

The  Heffians  under  Gen. Knyp- 
baufen  had  a  thick  wood  to  pafs, 
where  the  enemy  were  very  advan- 
tageoufly  polled,  and  a  warm  en¬ 
gagement  was  continued  for  a  con- 
iiderable  time  in  which  the  former, 
were  much  expofed,  and  behaved 
with  great  firmnefs  and  bravery. 
In  the  mean  time  the  light  infantry 
landed,  and  were  expofed  both 
before  and  after  to  a  very  brilk 
and  continual  fire  from  the  enemy, 
who  were  themlelves  covered  by 
the  rocks  and  trees  among  which 
they  were  polled.  The  former 
however  with  their  ufua!  alternefs 
and  a€livity,  extricated  themfelves 
by  clambering  up  a  very  lleep 
and  rough  mountain,  when  they 
foon  difperfed  the  enemy,  and 
made  way  for  the  landing  of  the 
reft  of  the  troops  without  oppofi- 
tion.  During  thefe  tranfadtions, 
Lord  Percy  having  carried  an  ad¬ 
vanced  work  on  his  fide, Col.  Ster¬ 
ling  was  ordered  to  attempt  a  land¬ 
ing,  and  two  battalions  of  the  2d. 
brigade  to  fupport  him.  This  fer~ 
vice  was  effedted  by  the  Colonel 
with  great  bravery.  He  advanced 
his  boats  through  a  very  heavy 
fire, which  they  bore  with  the  great- 
eft  firmnefs  and  perfeverance,  and 
forcing  his  way  up  a  lleep  height, 
gained  the  fummit,  and  took  170 
prifoners,  notwit hftanding  a  bold 
and  good  defence  made  by  the 
<gnemy . 


In  the  mean  time  Colonel  Ralle, 
who  led  therightcolumnof  General 
Knyphaufen’s  attack,  having  forc¬ 
ed  the  enemy,  after  a  confiderable 
oppofition,  from  their  ftrong  poll, 
in  his  line,  pufhed  forward  to  their 
works,  and  lodged  his  column 
within  an  hundred  yards  of  the 
fort;  and  being  foon  after  joined 
by  the  General  with  the  left  co¬ 
lumn,  who  had  at  length  overcome 
the  impediments  which  he  met 
with  in  the  wood,  the  garrifon  fur- 
rendered  prifoners  of  war.  The 
lofs  on  either  fide  was  not  in  any 
degree  proportioned  to  the  warmth , 
length,  and  variety  of  the  action. 
The  quantity  of  gunpowder  found 
in  the  Fort  was  utterly  inadequate 
to  the  purpofe  of  almoft  thefhorteft 
defence.  How  fo  large  a  body 
was  left  with  fo  poor  aprovifion, 
is  extremely  unaccountable.  But 
the  narrative  of  all  thefe  tranfac- 
tions  is  hitherto  very  imperfect. 

Upon  this  acquisition,  a  ftrong 
body  of  forces  under  the  command 
of  Lord  Cornwallis  was  paffedover 
the  North  River  in  order  to  take 
Fort  Lee  and  make  a  further  im- 
prefiion  in  thejerfeys.  The  gar¬ 
rifon  of  2000  men,  had  a  narrow 
efcape,  by  abandoning  the  R  , 
Fort  juft  before  his  lord-  1  1  ° 

fhip’s  ariival,  leaving  their  artil¬ 
lery,  (lores,  tents,  and  every  thing 
behind.  Our  troops  afterwards 
overrun  the  greater  part  of  both 
the  Jerfeys  without  oppofition, 
the  enemy  Hying  every  where  be¬ 
fore  them;  and  at  length  extended 
^their  winter  cantonments  from 
New  Brunfwick  to  the  Delaware. 
If  they  had  any  means  of  palling 
that  river  upen  their  firft  arrival  in 
its  neighbourhood,  there  feems  lit* 
tie  doubt,  confidering  the  confter- 
nation  and  difmay  which  then  pre¬ 
vailed 
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vailed  among  the  enemy,  that  they 
might  eafily  have  become  matters 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia;  but 
the  former,  very  prudently,  either 
deftroyed  the  boats,  or  removed 
them  out  of  the  way. 

During  thefe  fucceffes  in  the 
Jerfeys,  Gen.  Clinton,  with  two 
brigades  of  Britifh,  and  two  of 
Heffian  troops,  with  a  fquadron 
of  fhips  of  war  under  the  command 
of  Sir  Peter  Parker,  were  fent  to 
make  an  attempt  upon  Rhode 
liland.  In  this  enterprize  they 
fucceeded  beyond  expectation. The 
tV  o  l  rebels  having  abandon- 
DeC'8th-  ed  the  I  (land  at  their 
approach  they  took  poffeffion  of 
it  without  the  lofs  of  a  man ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  they  blockedup 
Hopkins’s  fquadron,  which  was  in 
the  harbour  of  Providence,  on  the 
adjoining  Continent.  The  fqua- 
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dron  and  troops  continued  here 
during  the  winter,  where  they  had 
better  quarters  than  any  other  of 
the  king’s  forces.  Hitherto  the 
royal  army  had  fucceeded  in  every 
objeCt  fince  their  landing  at  Staten 
J (land .  The  provincial  army,  be¬ 
tides  the  lofs  by  fword,  by  capti¬ 
vity,  and  by  defertion,  began  to 
dwindle  to  very  fmall  numbers, 
from  the  nature  of  their  military 
engagement.  They  were  only  en- 
litted  for  a  year;  and  the  colonifts, 
who  were  but  little  ufed  to  any  re- 
ftraint,  very  ill  brooked,  even  fo 
long  an  abfence  Trom  their  fami¬ 
lies.  At  the  expiration  of  the 
term,  but  few  were  prevailed  upon 
to  continue  in  fervice.  Every  thing 
feemed  to  promife  a  decifive  event 
in  favour  of  the  royal  arms,  and  a 
fubmillion  of  fome  of  the  principal 
colonies  was  hourly  expeCted. 

A  P.  IX. 


General  conduct  of  European  powers  'with  refped  to  the  American  troubles. 
France.  Military  preparations .  Count  de  St.  Germain  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  war  department .  Mufquetaires  reduced.  Mr.  Necker placed 
at  the  bead  of  the  Finances.  Spain.  Extraordinary  military  preparations . 
Difpute  'with  Portugal.  Improvements .  DiJ'coveries  in  the  Southern 
Ocean.  New  Academy.  Vienna.  Torture  abolifked,  Toleration  en¬ 
larged.  Bohemia  peafants  on  the  royal  demefnes  freed  from  their  former 
fate  of  villainage .  Attempt  to  open  a  trade  with  the  Eaf  Indies. 
Ruffia.  Endeavours  to  people  the  uncultivated  parts  of  the  Empire. 
Grand  Duchefs  dies.  Grand  Duke  marries  the  Princefs  of  IVirtemberg. 
Porte.  Bajj ora  taken  by  the  Per fans .  Northern  kingdoms .  Holland. 


WHILST  our  own  affairs 
have  opened  fo  extenfive  a 
field  of  bufinefs  and  aCtion,  the  relt 
of  Europe  has  happily  preferved 
its  tranquillity,  and  affords  few  ob¬ 
jects  of  hiftorical  difeufion.  In¬ 
deed  it  feems  as  if  the  tranfaCtions 
we  have  deferibed,  had  cccafioned 
a  kind  of  paufe  in  the  aCfive  poli¬ 


ticks  of  other  (fates.  The  unhap¬ 
py  contention  in  which  we  are  en¬ 
gaged,  is  of  fuch  general  impor¬ 
tance  in  its  progrefs,and  may  be  1b 
widely  extenfive  in  its  confe- 
quences,  that  every  commercial 
Hate  finds  itfelf  intereifed  in  the 
one,  and  its  fpeculation  ftrongiy 
excited  by  the  other.  Political 
[M  ]  3 "  enthu- 
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enthufiafts,  like  all  others,  over¬ 
look  all  obftacles  to  the  eftablifh- 
ment  of  their  favourite  fyftem,  and 
all  impediments  in  the  way  to  that 
point,  which  they  had  fixed  upon 
as  the  fummit  of  attainment.  Such 
a  fchemeras  Alberoni,  would  now 
fee  a  profpeCt  open  for  a  total 
change  in  the  political  fyftem  of 
Europe,  and  a  new  arrangement 
of  power  and  commerce  in  both 
the  worlds.  However  the  race 
of  projectors  nay  become  extinCt 
in  other  fciences,  they  are  im¬ 
mortal  in  the  affairs  of  nations. 
In  them  Alberoni’s  are  never 
wanting. 

It  is  not  then  to  be  wondered  at, 
that  the  political  attention  of  fome 
of  the  great  European  dates  fhould 
be  ftrongly  attracted  to  objects, 
in  which  Great  Britain  and  her 
colonies  fhould  only  have  an  inter- 
eft  j  or  that  the  confcioufnefs  of  a 
power,  which  would  enable  them 
to  convert  all  favourable  ciicu  al¬ 
liances  to  the  greateft  advantage, 
iliould  difpoie  them  to  look  for¬ 
ward  to  poftible  confequences.  It 
is  as  little  a  matter  of  furprize, 
that  other  ftates,  whofe  views  are 
more  limited,  iliould  endeavour  to 
profit  or  the  prefent  conjuncture. 

No  alliance,  no  ties  of  political 
friendiliip  founded  upon  mutual 
intereft  and  fafety,  and  no  other 
can  fubfift  between  ftates,  are 
capable  of  refifting  the  allurements 
of  comrnerce,with  its  concomitants 
wealth,  and  power,  when  thefe 
even  approach  in  value,  to  that  of 
the  bands  which  cemented  the 
union.  If  fuch  be  their  influence 
upon  the  clofeft  alliance,  upon 
thofe  who  are  bound  by  many 
common  motives  of  connection  and 
friendiliip.  what  muft  it  be  upon 
natural  enemies;  upon  jealous  nnd 
fufpicious  rivals;  upon  thofe  who 
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dread,  or  who  have  experienced 
our  power  ;  or  even  fuch  as  only 
envied  our  greatnefs?  Without  the 
attainment  of  thofe  benefits  to 
themfelves  ,the  fimply  withdrawing 
them  from  an  envied  or  dreaded 
power,  and  thereby  leftening  its 
importance  and  the  apprehenfion 
it  excited,  would  be  an  objeCt  of 
the  firft  confideration. 

France  and  Spain  have  opened 
their  ports,  with  the  greateft  ap¬ 
parent  friendfhip  to  the  Americans, 
and  treat  them  in  every  refpeCtas 
an  independent  people.  The  re- 
monftrances  of  the  Britifli  minifters 
have  availed  but  little.  They  al¬ 
ready  have  a  tafteof  the  fweets  of 
that  commerce  which  we  had  fo 
long  feciuded  from  the  reft  of  the 
world,  and  which  would  have  ftill 
preferved  our  greatnefs  if  we  had 
loft  all  other.  They  now  begin  to 
know  by  experience  the  extent  of 
thofe  advantages,  which  before 
were  only  objeCts  of  an  uncertain 
fpeculation,  and  whofe  real  value 
was  not  well  underftood  by  our- 
ielves.  Not  content  with  reaping 
the  benefits  of  the  American  com¬ 
merce,  by  keeping  barely  within 
the  pale  of  a  verbal  neutrality, 
they  go  farther;  they  folicit,  and 
afford  the  means  for  its  continu¬ 
ance.  TheAinerican  privateershave 
been  openly  received, protected, and 
cherifhed,  and  the  rich  prizes  they 
have  taken  from  the  Britifli  mer¬ 
chants,  rather  publickly  fold  in 
French  ports,  both  in  Europe  and 
the  colonies.  Artillery  and  mili¬ 
tary  ftores  of  all  kinds  have  been 
likewife  fent  ;  whether  really 
bought  with  their  own  money,  or 
fuppiied  gratis,  is  uncertain.  At 
this  the  Britifli  minifters  find  them- 
fel  ves  obliged  fometimes  to  re- 
monftrate,  fometimes  to  wink. 
French  engineers  and  officers  have 
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alio  joined  the  Americans  in  num¬ 
bers  not  before  known  upon  any 
occafion  of  foreign  or  volunteer 
fervice.  It  fignifies  little  to 
enquire  whether  this  has  been 
pradlifed  by  permiilion,  or  fuffered 
' by  connivance. 

Two  evils  attend  this  unhappy 
civil  contention,  which9ar  the  fame 
time  that  they  diftinguifli  it  from 
other  wars,  render  it  more  danger¬ 
ous  and  grievous  than  any.  The 
one  is,  that  by  the  advantages 
which  it  lays  open,  either  imme¬ 
diately,  or  in  profpect,  to  other  na¬ 
tions,  it  caufes  an  union  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree,  either  in  act  or  fenti- 
nient,  of  the  commercial  world 
againft  usj  holding  out  a  tempta¬ 
tion  to  mankind  to  become  our 
enemies.  The  other  is,  the  weak- 
nefs  which  it  induces  with  refpedt 
to  foreign  powers.  Our  dominions 
are  not  only  fevered  at  the  critical 
juncture,  when  it  is  too  evident 
that  a  ftridt  union  of  the  whole 
would  be  particularly  neceffary  ; 
but  a  new  enemy  fprings  up  in  the 
feparated  part,  wrhich  from  the  ex¬ 
traordinary  vigour  of  exertion, pro¬ 
ceeding  from  the  novelty  of  the 
fituation,  the  danger  attending  it, 
and  the  bitternefs  of  doineftic  en¬ 
mity,  acquires  an  efficacy  and 
force,  far  beyond  what  it  contri¬ 
buted,  or  knew  it  poffefled,  when 
in  unity,  and  only  forming  a  fub- 
ordinate  fhare  of  general  defence. 
Thus  we  have  been  obliged  to  be 
the  tame  fpedtators  of  a  condudt, 
which  in  another  feafon  would 
have  been  deemed  infufferable,  and 
to  fubmit  to  a  degree  of  injury  and 
infult  which  we  never  before  expe¬ 
rienced,  or,  at  leaft,  which  wras 
never  offered  with  impunity. 

Neither  was  neighbourhood, 
long  alliance,  the  power  of  pro- 
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clamations,  or  the  vigilance  of 
our  Ambaflador,  fufficient  to  re¬ 
frain  the  Dutch  from  fharing  in 
tliofe  advantages  which  were  now 
offered.  In  a  word,  all  the  nations 
who  poffefled  colonies  in  America, 
were  eager  to  partake  of  the  new 
and  unexpected  commerce  which 
was  now  opened;  and  all,  except¬ 
ing  the  Portuguefe,  who,  much 
againft  their  inclination,  have 
been  refrained  through  our  influ¬ 
ence  at  that  Court,  ltill  continue 
moil  feduloufly  to  profit  of  the 
opportunity.  This  difpofition  has, 
by  degrees  appeared  pretty  gene¬ 
ral  in  other  European  hates. 

It  muff  indeed  be  acknowledged, 
that  this  commerce,  whilft  con¬ 
fined  merely  to  the  European  co¬ 
lonies  in  the  New  World,  may  be 
juftified  upon  fome  very  reafonable 
grounds.  The  French. Dutch,  and 
Dani ill  i Hands  in  the  Weft-Indies , 
as  well  as  our  own,  had  at  all 
times  been  fupplied  by  North- 
America  with  various  commodities 
fome  of  which,  fuch  as  provifions 
and  lumber,  were  even  effential  to 
their  exiftence.  Nor  were  all  the 
Spanifli  colonies,  notwithftanding 
their  extent  of  continent,  wholly 
free  from  this  neceffity.  It  could 
not  then  be  expedled,  that  thefe 
States,  from  any  regard  to  our  pri¬ 
vate  quarrels,  or  attention  to  our 
adts  of  parliament,  ihouid  fuffer 
their  iflands  to  be  ftarved,  or  their 
ftaple  commodities  loft.  Nor  could 
the  ruin  which  they  faw  coming 
upon  our  own  Weft  India  iflands, 
and  palliated  chiefly  by  captures 
from  the  Americans,  be  the  fmall* 
eft  inducement  to  their  fubmitting 
to  a  fimilar  mifchiet. 

However,  from  this  invafion  of 
the  American  trade  by  foreigners, 
one  advantage  is  derived,  if  not  to 
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the  commerce  and  navigation,  yet 
to  the  manufactures  of  England ; 
that  thefe  nations  not  having  yet 
got  into  the  way  of  providing  a 
proper  affortment  for  the  Ameri¬ 
can  market,  they  refort  hither  for 
fupplv.  This  is  felt  in  all  the 
manufacturing  towns;  and  the  Mi- 
niftry  owe  much  of  their  quiet, 
during  the  prefent  contention,  to 
that  fource. 

It  is  probable  that  Europe  is 
much  indebted  for  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  its  tranquility,  to  the  pa¬ 
cific  difpofition  of  the  French  mo¬ 
narch,  which  is  fuppofed  with  dif¬ 
ficulty  to  have  restrained  the  acti¬ 
vity  or  reftleffnefs  of  a  clofe  ally 
and  powerful  neighbour, as  well  as 
the  ardour  of  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  the  nobility,  and  the  nation, 
in  general,  who  are  thought  to  be 
eagerly  difpofed  to  a  war.  Indeed, 
from  whatever  caufe  it  proceeds, 
the  American  party  is  fo  ftrong  in- 
France,  that  it  feems  nearly  to  in¬ 
clude  the  whole  nation,  except  the 
ruling  part  of  the  Court.  Howe¬ 
ver  that  may  be,  the  prefent  dif¬ 
pofition  of  that  Court  is  favourable 
to  the  happinefs  of  mankind,  and, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  affairs,  par¬ 
ticularly  fortunate  to  Great  Bri¬ 
tain. 


The  military  preparations,  how¬ 
ever,  in  France,  particularly  on 
the  fea  coafts,  and  the  naval  ar¬ 
maments,  have  been  fo  confidera- 
ble,  that  no  explanation  which 
could  be  given  of  the  motives,  was 
fufficent  lor  a  time  to  allay  the 
alarm  and  apprehenfion  which  they 
excited.  It  was  fa-id,  that  as  the 
feas  were  covered  withEnglifh  fleets 
and  American  crulzers,  and  not 
only  an  aCtual  war  carried,  on  but 
juch  armies  lent  to  the  New  World 
as  had  never  before  appeared  there 


it  became  neceffary  for  France  to 
arm  in  fuch  a  manner  as  would 
effectually  fecure  her  colonies, and 
protect  her  commerce  :  That  her 
engagements  with  Spain,  and  the 
difputes  between  that  power  and 
Portugal,  rendered  it  befides  ne¬ 
ceffary,  that  fire  fhould  be  in  fuch 
a  fiate  of  preparation,  as  in  cafe 
of  a  rupture  would  enable  her  to 
fulfil  them  :  and  that  it  was  very 
extraordinary,  that  thofewho,  be¬ 
fides  being  themfelves  in  the  high- 
eft  poftible  ftate  of  warlike  prepa¬ 
ration,  had  alfo  fent  hofts  of  arm- 
ed„foreigners  into  the  New  World, 
fibould  make  objections  to  their 
neighbours  putting  themielves  in  a 
proper  ftate  of  fecurity.  Whatever 
fatisfaCtion  thefe  anfwers  afforded, 
no  better  could  be  obtained;  and 
it  is  very  probable,  that  a  greater 
reliance  was  placed  upon  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  temper  of  the  French 
Minifters,  and  of  the  cabals  which 
prevailed  in  the  court,  than  upon 
any  affurances  they  could  have 
given.  All  together  were  not  fuf- 
ficient  to  prevent  alarm,  or  totally 
to  renjvove  apprehenfion. 

The  Count  de  St.  Germain, 
who  in  the  preceding  year  had 
been  recalled  by  the  King  to  the 
ferviceof  his  country,  and  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  War  department 
ventured  upon  a  military  regula¬ 
tion,  which  for  a  time  made  a  great 
noife,  and  would,  in  a  more  tur¬ 
bulent  feafon,  have  been  exceed¬ 
ingly  dangerous.  This  was  the 
fuppreflion  of  the  Mufquetaires, 
and  fome  other  of  thofe  corps, 
which  being  adapted  more  to  the 
parade  of  guarding  the  royal  per- 
fon,  than  any  real  military  fervice, 
were  fupported  at  a  prodigious  ex¬ 
pence,  without  an  adequate  return 
of  benefit  to  the  ftate.  Notwith¬ 
standing 
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Handing  the  evident  utility  of  this 
redu£tion,  and  that  the  very  confi- 
derable  fums  of  money  ariiing  from 
the  favings,  where  to  be  applied  to 
increafe  the  real  ftrength  and  lecu- 
rity  of  the  nation,  by  the  eftabiifh- 
ment  and  fupport  of  effective 
marching  battalions  ;  yet  thefe 
corps  being  compofed  of  gentle¬ 
men,  and  their  officers  being  of 
the  fir  ft  families  in  the  kingdom, 
it  occafioned  a  prodigious  clamour, 
and  the  fate  ot  Struenfee,  whofe 
tall  had  been  precipitated  by  a 
ftmilar  innovation  with  refpeft  to 
the  Danilli  guards,  was  loudly  and 
repeatedly  prognofticated,  if  not 
threatened,  as  the  certain  doom  of 
the  author.  Such  is  the  power  of 
habit,  and  fuch  the  pride  and  plea- 
fure  which  men  find,  and  the  mu¬ 
tual  attachment  they  contract, 
when  thrown  into  any  diftintft 
clafs  that  feparate  them  from  the 
reft  of  the  community,  that  no 
women,  in  the  cafe  of  being  tern 
away  from  their  hufbands , country , 
and  all  that  was  mod  dear  to  them 
by  a  mercilefs  conqueror,  could 
exprefs  a  more  poignant  grief,  or 
fhew  greater  marks  of  defpair, 
than  thole  brave  men,  whofe  cou¬ 
rage  had  at  all  times  been  diftin- 
guiihed,  did  upon  this  occafion. 
Of  this  a  mote  ftriking  inftance 
needs  not  to  be  given,  than  that  of 
the  veteran  commander  of  the  Grey 
Mufquetaires  ;  who,  though  the 
matter  was  fully  known,  and  the 
corps  he  commanded  aftembled  for 
the  purpofe  of  receiving  the  order 
of  fuppreffion,  yet  is  faid  to  have 
fainted  away  in  their  arms  upon  its 
being  delivered. 

Another  remarkable  circum- 
ftance,  which  will  ftili  more  diftin- 
guifti  this  year  in  the  hiftory  of 
France,  was  the  placing  of  Mr. 


Necker,  a  foreigner  and  proteftant, 
at  the  head  of  the  Finances  in  that, 
kingdom.  This  gentleman,  who 
is  a  Swifs  by  birth,  is  faid  to  pol- 
fes  fuch  diftinguiftied  abilities  in 
every  thing  appertaining  to  ins 
office,  that  his  appointment  to  it 
could  be  no  matter  of  lurprize,  if 
it  had  not- been  fo  dire&ly  oppofite 
to  the  long  eftablifhed  maxims  and 
policy  of  that  nation.  It  affords 
one  of  thofe  inftances  which  are 
now  happily  becoming  general,  of 
that  enlargement  of  mind,  and  li¬ 
berality  of  fentiment,  which  are 
daily  gaining  ground  upon  preju¬ 
dice  and  error. 

The vaft expence  at whichSpain 
has  continued,  ever  fince  the  af¬ 
fair  of  Algiers,  to  augment  her 
armaments  by  lea  and  land,  has 

j 

given  fotne  alarm  to  different  parts 
of  Europe.  Indeed  nobody  belie¬ 
ved  that  fhe  intended,  for  the  pre^ 
fent,  to  venture  another  attempt 
upon  the  coaft  of  Africa.  The 
great  land  and  naval  force  which 
llie  fupported, and  daily  increafed, 
in  the  Weft  Indies,  with  the  pains 
fie  was  at  in  rendering  her  princi¬ 
pal  fortreft’es  there  as  nearly  im¬ 
pregnable  as  Ikill  and  expence 
were  capable  of  making  them, 
feemed  to  indicate  either  defign  or 
apprehenfionin  that  quarter,  while 
no  colourable  caut'e  could  beaftign- 
ed  for  fuppofing  the  iaiter.  it  is 
certain  that  the  illand  of  Jamaica 
was  more  than  once  lerioufly  alarm¬ 
ed  at  the  apprehended  deligns,  or 
the  movement  of  thefe  forces  in 
her  neighbourhood. 

Adifputewith  Portugal,  about 
limits,  on  the  borders  of  the  Rio 
de-la  Plata,  in  South  America,  af¬ 
forded  a  favourable  opportunity 
lor  continuing  and  increatinp’  thefe 
preparations.  '  1, he  vaft,  and  al- 
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moft  unmeafurable  countries,  with 
the  ill  defined,  and  nearly  unknown 
limits,  in  thofe  half  difcovered  re¬ 
gions,  will  for  ages  afford  oppor¬ 
tunities  of  difpute,as  well  through 
error  as  defign.  The  Portuguefe 
fay ,  that  the  Spaniards  had  fexzed 
a  confiderable  tradt  of  territory, 
which  had  been  repeatedly  con¬ 
firmed  to  them  by  different  trea¬ 
ties,  and  guarantied  by  Great- 
Britain.  However  the  matter  of 
right  may  have  been  between  the 
two  countries,  it  is  certain  that  the 
condudt  of  the  Court  of  Li  (bon 
was  charged  by  their  adversaries 
to  haveffieen  in  every  part  of  their 
proceeding,  full  of  artifice,  fallacy , 
and  breach  of  faith. 

Troops  had  been  for  fome  time 
fent  to  the  Brazils,  unobferved, 
and  in  frnall  numbers,  until  they 
at  length  amounted  to  a  dangerous 
force;  the  marine  was  increafed 
by  the  fame  imperceptible  degrees, 
and  every  preparation  for  hoifility 
and  defence  was  carried  on  with 
the  utmoft  privacy.  They  then, 
as  the  Court  of  Spain  affer ted,  at¬ 
tacked,  overpowered  and  (laugh- 
tered  the  Spaniards,  and  took  fe- 
veral  of  their  forts,  without  any 
fair  or  previous  notice  of  hoftility. 
That  Court  complained,  that  at 
the  fame  time  the  moft  pacific  fen- 
riments  were  held  out  at  Lifbori, 
the  condudt  of  their  Governors  and 
Officers  totally  difavowed  and 
condemned  and  the  ftrongeft  alfur- 
ances  given, that  all  hoifility  fliould 
immediately  ceafe,  and  all  poflible 
fatisfadtion  be  made,  as  foon  as  the 
neceffary  inftrudtions  could  arrive 
at  the  feene  of  adtion.  Inftead  of 
the  expected  inftrudtions,  ftrong 
reinforcements  were  lent  out,  to 
fupport  and  extend  the  advantages 
already  gained. 
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In  thefe  circumftances,  large 
bodies  of  the  Spanifh  forces,  with 
a  proper  artillery,  were  advanced 
towards  the  borders  of  Portugal, 
and  France  was  called  upon  for 
the  ftipulated  auxiliary  aififtance 
fhe  was  bound  by  treaty  tofurnifh, 
in  cafe  of  a  war  with  that  ftate. 
The  mediation  of  Great  Britain 
and  France, or,  perhaps  more  pro¬ 
perly,  the  pacific  determination  of 
the  latter,  prevented  matters  from 
proceeding  to  the  laft  extremity; 
fo  that  fome  fort  of  an  imperfect 
accommodation  took  place,  which, 
however  left  fufficient  room  open 
for  renewing  the  quarrel.  It  is 
faid  that  even  the  former  of  thefe 
Courts  exprelfed  the  utmoft  difap- 
probation  of  the  conduct  of  Portu¬ 
gal  in  this  bufmefs,  and  even  de¬ 
clared, that  it  could  not  deem  itfelf 
bounden  by  the  defenfive  treaties 
between  both  Hates,  uniefs  proper 
iatisfadtion  was  firft  given. 

The  death  of  the  King  of  Por¬ 
tugal,  and  the  removal  of  his  fa¬ 
vourite  and  prime  minifter  from 
the  government  of  that  country, 
which  he  had  long  ruled  with 
anunbounded,and  to  thenobility  a 
moft  dreaded  fway,  both  of 
which'  happened  fince  the  clofe  of 
the  year,  have  probably  made  a 
total  change,  with  refpedt  at  leaft 
to  each  other,  in  the  political 
principles  both  of  that  and  the 
Span i lb  Court. 

We  fhall  not  dwell  longer  at 
prefent  on  this  fubjedt,as  the  parti¬ 
culars  fall  more  properly  within  the 
year  fucceeding  that  whofe  events 
we  now  relate, and  as  the  proceed¬ 
ings  in  South  America  have  not 
yet  been  fi^lly  known  in  Europe. 

As  this  is  the  ama  of  improve¬ 
ment  in  almoft  every  part  of 
Europe,  Spain,  which  has  been  fo 
►  ‘  Ions 
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tang  at  a  great  diftance,  in  that 
refpeCt,  behind  her  neighbours, 
feeins  now  beginning  to  have  her 
fhare.  A  policy,  a  little  more 
liberal  begins  to  dawn  in  that 
country,  which  may  perhaps  turn 
the  great  natural  advantages  fhe 
pofieiTes  in  both  worlds  to  fuch 
account  as  to  raife  her  to  the  very 
fird  rank  in  power  and  importance. 
But  knowledge  and  literature,  To 
neceffary  to  this  progrels,  can 
fcarcely  have  their  operation  to¬ 
wards  fo  great  an  improvement, 
whild,  at  bed,  they  can  appear 
only  in  a  fort  of  difguife,  during 
the  continuance  of  the  inquifition. 
For  a  while,  that  a  tribunal  was 
reduced  only  to  a  name;  but  at 
prefent,  it  is  faid  to  be  revived  on 
grounds  with  which  we  are  unac¬ 
quainted.  However,  Spain  has 
formed,  and  is  faid  dill  to  be 
forming,  feveral  mod  ufeful  regu¬ 
lations,  for  the  improvement  and 
extenfion  of  her  commerce,  parti¬ 
cularly  by  laying  the  trade  to 
Mexico  open  to  all  her  ports  with¬ 
out  didin&ion,  and  removing  thofe 
dedru&ive  redridtions  by  which  it 
was  confined  to  certain  places ,fea- 
fons,  and  a  certain  fpecified  num¬ 
ber  of  diips.  Other  meafures 
equally  ufeful  in  their  feveral  de¬ 
grees,  and  tending  to  the  fame 
end,  have  been  adopted  with  re- 
fpefl  to  the  government  and  con¬ 
duct  ofher  colonies,  and  the  eita- 
blidiment  of  a  regular  mercantile 
correfpondence  with  them.  It  is 
even  laid  that  the  barbarous  penal 
law,  which  renders  it  death  to 
foreigners  to  hold  any  fhare  in, 
what  is  called,  the  trade  to  the 
Indies,  will  be  mod  wifely  and 
defervedlv  abrogated.  If  thefe  and 
fimilar  meafures  are  purfued  even 
to  a  moderate  extent,  they  will 


foon  produce  unthought  of  effects 
both  in  the  face  and  date  of  that 
country.  Foreign  merchants,  and 
the  ingenious  and  indudrious  of 
all  nations,  will  croud  into  her 
maritime  towns,  which  will  be¬ 
come  the  feats  of  wealth  and 
commerce.  The  improvement  of 
the  interior  country  will  follow 
unbidden. 

The  fpirit  of  difcovery  which 
appeared  in  our  late  voyages, 
feems  to  have  operated  upon  the 
Spaniards,  and  prompted  them  to 
acquire  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
thofe  fea-s  find  countries  which 
they  confid^r  peculiarly  as  their 
own.  For  this  purpofe,  Buccarelli, 
the  Viceroy  of  New  Spain,  has  for 
fome  time  pad  fentTeveral  frigates 
from  Acapulco,  to  explore  thofe 
unknown,  or  barely  difcovered  re¬ 
gions  which  lie  to  the  North  of 
California.  Thefe  adventures  are 
faid  to  have  been  attended  with 
fuccefs,  and  that  the  voyagers 
have  difcovered  an  extenfive  coad, 
inhabited  by  a  docile  and  tractable 
people,  among  whom  they  have 
edablifhed  feveral  millions.  It  is 
farther  faid,  that  thefe  difcoveries 
are  capable  of  fome  immediate  and 
conliderable  benefits,  by  the  whale, 
and  other  fifheries,  which  they 
would  admit  of  to  a  great  extent. 

A  new  academy  has  been  efta- 
blillied  in  Madrid,  under  the  laud¬ 
able  title  of“  The  Friends  of  their 
“  Country,”  which  adords  a  drong 
indance  of  the  difpofnion  to  the 
mod  ufeful  improvements  which 
at  prefent  prevails  in  that  king¬ 
dom.  The  defign  of  that  indiru- 
tion  is  the  encouragement  of  agri¬ 
culture,  manufactures,  arts,  in- 
dudry,  and  commerce.  It  is  pa¬ 
tronized  by  the  King,  who  has 
affigned  an  annual  fum  of  money 

to 
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to  it  for  premiums,  and  the  prin¬ 
ces  of  the  blood,  with  the  gran¬ 
dees,  and  other  of  the  moft  illus¬ 
trious  names  in  the  kingdom,  are 
among  its  members. 

The  Houle  of  Audria  never 
perhaps  made  a  more  illuftrious 
figure,  not  even  in  the  height  of 
the  power,  victories,  and  glories 
of  Charles  V.  than  it  does  in  its 
prefent  beneficent  reprefentatives. 
Among  the  moft  glorious  aCts  of 
the  prefent  fovereigns,  is  the 
abolifhing  of  the  torture  with  all 
its  horrors  in  the  hereditary  domi¬ 
nions,  and  the  granting  of  a 
moft  liberal  religious  toleration. 
The  latter  has  already  been  obfer- 
ved  even  in  its  firft  operation,  to 
have  produced  particularly  in 
Hungary,  the  happieft  effects.  The 
moft  mortal  animofities  fubfifted 
between  the  Roman  Catholicks  and 
Proteftants  in  that  country,  occa- 
fioned  by  the  power  which  the 
laws  afforded,  to  the  worft  mem¬ 
bers  of  one  communion,  (who  are 
thofe  that  are  always  bufy  in  fuch 
matters)  to  grieve  and  harrafs  even 
the  beft  of  the  other.  The  taking 
away  of  this  unnatural  and  ill  be¬ 
llowed  power,  and  the  removing 
all  objects  of  contention,  particu¬ 
larly  the  forced  attendance  of  the 
Rornifh  clergy  in  ficknefs,  and  of 
the  Proteftants  at  proceffions,  has 
like  wife  llrongly  operated  tofub- 
due  all  animolity  and  difiention, 
and  it  probably  may  not  be  long, 
when  both  they  and  the  canfes 
from  which  they  originated,  will 
he  equally  forgotten. 

The  fame  beneficence,  attention 
to  the  welfare  and  happinefs  of  the 
people,  and  regard  to  the  rights  of 
mankind,  has  been  difplayed  in 
Bohemia,  where  thepeafanfs  upon 
the  imperial  demefnes  have  been 


difcharged  from  the  Hate  of  villai¬ 
nage  in  which  they  had  hithertc 
been  retained,  and  thofe  extenfiv* 
traCts  portioned  out  into  moderate 
lots,  and  let  to  them  upon  ieafe 
not  only  at  equitable  but  eafy  rents 
whilft  even  talk  work  the  only  re 
maining  mark  of  lervitude,  is  a! 
lowed  to  be  commuted  for  by  £ 
fmal!  yearly  fum  of  money.  Noi 
are  the  immediate  benefits  of  thi: 
meafure  its  only  object, it  being  in¬ 
tended  and  hoped,  that  the  exam¬ 
ple  will  be  followed  by  the  Bohe¬ 
mian  nobility,  and  that  it  will  be 
a  means  of  weaning  them  front 
thofe  remains  of  antient  barbarity 
which  render  them  at  prefent  fc 
tenacious  of  a  power  that  deprives 
their  valfals  of  all  the  rights  of  hu¬ 
man  nature,  and  of  which  even  the 
fovereign  could  not  venture  tc 
drip  them  by  force. 

One  Bolts,  a  German  who  had 
acquired  a  large  fortune  in  the  fer- 
vice  ofour  Eaft:  India  Company, 
but  who,  to  all  appearance  from 
an  impracticable  temper,  and  a 
tuibulent  litigious  difpofition,  in¬ 
volved  himfelf  into  fuch  troubles 
by  quarrels  with  our  Governors 
abroad,  and  lawfuits  with  them 
and  the  Company  at  home,  as 
greatly  disarranged  his  affairs , part¬ 
ly  with  a  view  of  retrieving  them, 
and  partly,  it  may  be  fuppofed, 
through  revenge,  has  this  year  in¬ 
duced  the  Emperor  to  revive  the 
long  abandoned  fcheme  of  inftitu- 
ting  a  company,  and  opening  a 
trade  to  the  Eaft;  Indies.  Every 
body  knows  the  alarm  which  the 
Offend  Company  excited  in  the 
maritime  powers,  and  the effeCtU"- 
al  meafures  which  they  ufed  for  its 
fuppreftion.  Such  is  the  date  of 
affairs  at  prefent,  and  fo  much 
perhaps  have  fentiments  and  opi¬ 
nions 
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nions  changed  fincethat  time,  that 
this  meafure  is  pafled  over  with¬ 
out  notice.  Indeed  fuch  great  diffi¬ 
culties  attend  all  new  edablifh- 
inents  of  this  kind  againfl  powerful 
concurrents  already  in  pofieffion, 
that  this  fqheme  will  probably  fail 
without  any  direct  interference  of 
the  commercial  flakes. 

Rufiia  dill  continues  to  move  in 
that  fuperior  fphere  of  conduct 
which  has  for  fome  years  excited 
the  admiration  of  the  world.  Great 
and  fpiendid  actions,  adorned  by  a 
noble  magnificence,  and  a  munifi¬ 
cence  only  fuited  to  the  refources 
of  fo  vad  an  empire,  throw  a 
ludre  all  round,  which  dazzles  the 
eyes  of  the  beholders,  and  afford  a 
permanency  to  the  government  of 
Catherine,  which  was  little  to  be 
expected  either  from  the  difpofiti- 
on  of  the  people,  the  uncertain 
tenure  of  arbitrary  power,  or  many 
inaufpicious  circumdances  which 
attended  its  commencement.  In¬ 
dividuals  feel  themfelves  partakers 
in  the  exalted  date  of  the  whole, 
and  that  fenfe  induences  their  con¬ 
duct.  A  Captain  of  a  Ruffian  fhip, 
forgetting  all  fober  maxims  of  pru¬ 
dence,  with  a  noble  generofity, 
hazards  the  lofs  of  life  and  pro¬ 
perty,  and  encounters  what  is  dill 
more  dreadful  than  either,  the 
danger  of  davery,  in  boldly  cut¬ 
ting  a  rich  Chridian  prize  out  of 
a  fortified  piratical  harbour  in 
Barbary,  fcorning  all  benefit  to 
bimfelf  or  his  brave  crew,  other 
than  the  glory  of  the  aid,  with  the 
pleafure  of  redoring  liberty  to  the 
captives,  and  their  property  to  the 
pillaged.  Perhaps  there  is  an  in¬ 
termediate  period,  between  the 
roughnefs  of  barbarifm,  and  a  re¬ 
fined  date  of  cultivation,  in  all 
brave  nations,  when  the  manners, 


and  general  cad  of  thinking,  tend 
to  produce  that  peculiar  chara&er, 
which  conditutes  and  didinguifhes 
what  is  underdood  as  an  age  of 
chivalry  or  heroifm..  > 

1  he  attention  which  has  been 
paid  this  year  to  the  increale  and 
improvement  of  the  Ruffian  naval 
force,  fufficiently  fpeak  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  that  government,  if  other 
evidence  was  even  wanting,  to 
advance  fpeedily  into  the  fird  clafs 
of  commercial  and  maritime  pow¬ 
er. But  ofall  the  vad  projects  which 
have  engaged  the  attention  of  the 
rulers  of  that  empire  from  Peter  the 
Great  downward,  none  equalled  in 
magnitude,  that  which  not  only 
occupies  the  contemplation  of  the 
prefent  Emprefs,  but  it  faid  to  be 
already,  in  fome  degree,  under¬ 
taken.  This  is  no  lefs  than  the 
union  of  the  remote  and  inland 
Cafpian  fea,  with  the  far  didant 
frozen  and  boundlefs  Northern 
Ocean.  However  extraordinary 
this  fcheme  may  appear,  and  how¬ 
ever  difficult  it  may  prove  in  the 
execution,  it  is  at  prefent  hoped, 
that  by  the  means  of  canals,  with 
the  junction  of  feveral  navigable 
rivers,  it  will  not  be  found  im¬ 
practicable.  If  it  fhould  fucceed, 
it  will  undoubtedly  exhibit  the 
greated  monuments  of  human  in- 
duftty,  and  the  mod  extraordinary 
inland  navigation,  that  has  ever 
been  known. 

Great  pains  are  ufed,  and  no  ex¬ 
pence  or  encouragement  fpared,to 
induce  foreigners  to  people  thofe 
vad  defarts  which  overfpread  a 
great  part  of  the  empire,  and 
which,  in  many  places,  require 
only  cultivation,  to  produce  in  the 
greated  plenty,  every  thing  necef- 
fary  to  the  fubfidence  and  comfort 
of  mankind.  Thefe  means,  joined 

with 
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with  the  inducement  of  an  un¬ 
bounded  toleration  in  religious 
matters,  have  fucceeded  fo  hap¬ 
pily  ,that  twelve  new  colonies, com¬ 
prehending  above  6000  families, 
are  already  effablifhed  on  the  bor¬ 
ders  of  the  Wolga.  In  order  to 
facilitate  the  commerce  and  com¬ 
munication  with  China,  and  to 
prevent  the  great  expences  attend¬ 
ing  caravans,  no  lefs  endeavours 
have  been  ufed,to  forma  cultivated 
tratt  along  the  courfe  of  the  road, 
through  thofe  wide  and  void  regions 
which  feparate  the  two  empires. 
Towns  and  villages  have  been 
founded  at  proper  diffances  for  this 
purpofe;  and  as  a  rampart  at  the 
head  of  the  line,  feveral  colonies 
of  Polifh  farmers  were  effablifhed 
during  the  war,  in  the  country  im¬ 
mediately  adjoining  to  the  confines 
of  China.  As  thefe  poor  emi¬ 
grants  who  had  efcaped  the  double 
horrors  of  war  and  cppreffion  in 
their  own  country,  were  liberally 
provided  with  ftock  and  all  ne- 
ceffaries,  and  began  to  tafte  the 
fweets  of  fecurity  in  perfon  and 
property,  the  new  fettlements  flou* 
rifhed  accordingly,  until  the  rapa¬ 
city  of  the  Governors,  encouraged 
by  the  fuppofed  impunity  which 
their  diftance  from  the  feat  of  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  means  they  pof* 
feffed  of  fuppr  effing  information 
and  complaint , would  afford, chang¬ 
ed  the  pleafing  profpeft,  and  had 
nearlv  accomplished  their  ruin. 
The  vigilance  of  government  has 
fayed  the  poor  people  from  deftruc- 
tion.  A  rigorous  enquiry  is  com¬ 
menced  into  the  conduct  of  their 
opprefi'ors;  and  nobody  will  regret 
the  fe verity  of  a  Ruffian  puniih- 
ment  upon  this  occafion. 

Some  final  1  difficulties  that  oc¬ 
curred, as  to  fulfilling  a  part  of  the 
conditions  which  were  included  or 
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fuppofed  in  the  late  treaty  of  peace 
between  Ruffia  and  the  Porte,  and 
which  particularly  related  to  the 
freedom  and  extent  of  navigation 
and  commerce  claimed  by  the 
former  in  the  black  Sea,  the  Me¬ 
diterranean,  and  the  pafiage  through 
the  Dardanelles, and  to  the  troubles 
excited  by  the  contending  Khans 
in  the  Crimea,  only  indicated  in  a 
fmall  degree,  thofe  differences, 
which  fince  the  clofe  of  the  year 
have  rifento  a  confiderable  height, 
and  (fill  afford  roomfor  appreben- 
fion  of  their  being  the  means  of 
renewing  the  troubles  between  the 
two  powers.  Thefe  will  of  courfe 
become  objects  of  future  obferva- 
tion.  They  wer e  indeed  fo  little 
expedled  or  thought  of,  that  the 
Ambaffkdors  on  both  Tides  quitted 
the  oppofite  courts,  with  every 
mark  of  favour,  and  appearance  of 
cordial  friendfliip,and  a  great  Ruf¬ 
fian  trading  houfe  was  effabiifbed 
at  Conffantinople,  endowed  with 
very  confiderable  exclufive  privi¬ 
leges,  and  under  the  immediatepa- 
tronage  of  the  Emprefs,  whofe 
foundation  was  fixed  upon  that 
commerce  which  is  now  in  difpute. 

of  Ruffia  having  un-  APni  i6tb- 
fortunately  died,  without  the  feli¬ 
city  of  leaving  an  heir  to  inherit 
that  empire,  the  great  affair  of  the 
fucceffion  was  a  matter  of  too  much 
importance,  to  be  governed  or  li¬ 
mited  by  thofe  forms  which  prevail 
in  common  cafes  of  the  fame  nature 
The  Grand  Duke  accordingly  paid 
a  vifit  to  the  court  of  Berlin  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  fummer,  where  he 
received  the  Princefs  of  Wirtem- 
berg  as  a  bride  from  the  hands  of 
the  King  of  Prufiia.  The  marriage 
was  in  fome  time  after 


celebrated  with  the  ufual 
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*omp  and  magnificence  at  Peteri- 
burg. 

The  war  with  Perfia,  in  concur¬ 
rence  with  all  late  events  in  which 
the  Ottoman  power  and  fafety  are 
concerned,  has  proved  unfortunate 
to  the  Porte.  The  ancient,  venera¬ 
ble,  once  great,  anJ  even  of  late 
confiderable  commercial  city  of 
Baflbra,  after  a  fiege  of  more  than 
g  ^  twelve  months,  was 
1  ‘  *  at  length  compe  led 
by  dint  of  ficknefs  and  famine,  to 
fubmit  to  the  Perfians.  The  de- 
fenceof  that  city  refted  upon  the 
government  of  Bagdad,  which,  in 
the  prefent  {fate  of  Perfia,  would 
have  been  fully  competent  to  the 
purpofe,  if  the  divifions  and  dif- 
orders  which  extend  through  that 
vaft  and  unwieldy  empire,  had  not 
rendered  all  its  parts  inefficacious. 
The  family  of  Omar  Pacha,  taking 
advantage  of  the  venality  and 
weaknefs  which  have  fo  long  de¬ 
graded  government  in  its  feat,  had 
lor  feveral  years,  without  affuming 
the  title, or  pretendingto  its  rights, 
in  reality  exei  cited  all  the  powers 
of  fovereignty  in  the  extenfive  pro¬ 
vinces  which  compofe  the  impor¬ 
tant  frontier  of  Bagdad.  The  time 
which  fhould  have  been  now  al¬ 
lotted  to  the  public  defence,  was 
applied  to  the  remedy  of  this  evil ; 
and  that  not  being  eafily  com- 
paffed  by  force,  recourfe  was  had 
to  intrigue  ;  money  and  promifes 
had  the  defired  and  ufual  effetl  up¬ 
on  the  great  men  of  the  country, 
and  fo  powerful  a  party  was  form¬ 
ed  againft  the  unfortunate  Omar, 
that  his  head  with  his  vaft  treafures 
were  brought  in  triumph  to  Con- 
ftantinople.  Such  was  the  inglori¬ 
ous  compenfation  which  the  Porte 
received  for  the  lofs  of  Baffora. 

A  new  Bafha  who  fucceeded 


Omar,  having  neither  power  nor 
influence  in  the  country,  was  ea¬ 
fily  defeated  by  the  Perfians,  at  the 
head  of  fuch  a  fmall  and  ill-formed 
force,  as  he  was  able  to  raife  for 
the  relief  of  that  city.  Though 
Baffora  fubmitted  upon  compofi- 
tion,  the  Perfians,  according  to  the 
barbarous  maxims  of  the  eaftern 
world,  were  guilty  of  great  ex- 
ceffes  and  cruelties,  the  former  of 
which  extended  even  to  the  chrifti- 
an  merchants,  who  fuffered  confi- 
derably  upon  this  occafion.  This 
fuccels  encouraged  Kerim  Khan, 
the  Regent  of  Perfia,  to  fend  a 
confiderable  army  under  the  com¬ 
mand  of  his  brother,  againfh  the 
government  and  city  of  Bagdad. 
Here  his  hopes  were  effe&ually 
checked.  The  great  men  of  the 
country,  uniting  now  in  their  own 
defence,  totally  routed  thePerfians 
with  great  (laughter. 

The  numerous  fons,  family,  and 
officers  of  the  unfortunate  Chiek 
Daher.  have  been  hunted  with  a 
rage  as  cruel  and  unremitting,  as 
the  avarice  which  principally  ex¬ 
cited  the  purfuit  was  boundlefs. 
Unhappily  for  them,  the  taking  of 
new  treafures  from  time  to  time, 
have  kept  up  the  ardour  of  the 
chace,  and  it  will  probably  only 
end  in  the  extermination  ibf-tke 
whole  race.  It  would  feem  won¬ 
derful,  if  long  and  conftant  expe¬ 
rience  !•  ad  not  rendered  it  familiar, 
that  in  that  vaft  extentofthe  globe* 
through  every  part  of  which  the 
poflelfion  of  riches  is,  with  ma¬ 
thematical  certainty,  attended  with 
inevitable  deftru&ion,  and  yet,  that 
the  avidity  of  accumulating  wealth 
is  at  leaft  as  ftrong  in  thofe  regions 
fo  unfriendly  to  property,  as  in 
any  other  part  of  the  world. 

It  feems  remarkable,  that  the 

mag- 
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magnificence,  fplendour,  and  even 
the  munificence  of  Prince  Repnin, 
during  his  ambaffy  at  Conftanii- 
nople,  was  a  moft  grievous  eye- 
fore  to  the  Turks,  who  confidered 
it  as  a  kind  of  infult,  and  an  often- 
tatioirs  triumph  over  them,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  Ioffes  and  dif- 
graces  of  the  late  war.  This  jea- 
loufy,  was  ib  prevalent,  particular¬ 
ly  among  the  common  people,  that 
the  Grand  Vizir  was  obliged  to 
take  effective  meafures,  to  prevent 
its  being,  productive  of  infult  or 
mi  (chief. 

Great  efforts  have  been  ufed 
fince  the  peace  to  reftore  and 
ftrengthen  the  Turkifh  marine, 
and  leveral  iliips  of  war  of  great 
force, and  upon  a  new  conftrudtion, 
have  this  year  been  launched  at 
Conftantinople,  Equal  pains  have 
been  taken  to  ftrengthen  the  fot- 
treftes  on  the  Danube  and  Neifter, 
and  every  thing  of  late  tends  to 
iliew,  that  the  ft  ranged  jealoufy 
prevails  with  refpeCt  to  the  navi¬ 
gation,  and  the  greateft  appreben- 
iion  of  the  power,  which  Ruffia 
will  poffefs  in  confequence  of  it 
upon  the  Black  Sea.  It  can  fcarce- 
ly,  however  be  imagined,  that  the 
Porte,  in  in  its  prefent  date,  will 
venture  upon  a  new  war  with  Ruf- 
fia,  unlefs  encouraged  to  it,  by  an 
aifu ranee  of  the  moft  powerful 
fupport  on  the  fide  of  Europe. 

The  northern  kingdoms  afford 


little  matter  for  obfervation  thfl 
year.  Sweden  continues  to  be  go¬ 
verned  with  great  moderation,  and 
apparently  to  the  fatisfaCtion  of 
the  people,  whilft  the  king  is 
equally  induftrious  and  fuccefsful, 
in  placing  it  in  a  moft  refpeClable 
date,  with  refpeCt  both  to  its  land 
and  naval  force.  As  this  feems  to 
be  an  ajra,  when  the  oppulence 
of  merchants  particularly  excites 
the  envy  and  avarice  of  Princes* 
who  not  ^content  with  the  power, 
would  become  univerfal  traders, 
and  monopolize  all  the  commerce 
of  the  earth,  the  Danifh  King  has 
fhewn  his  approbation  of  fo  lauda¬ 
ble  a  fyftem  of  regal  policy;  by 
abolifhing  the  Guinea  Compa¬ 
ny,  taking  ali  their  affairs  into  his 
own  hands,  and  appointing  a  few 
of  his  officers  to  manage  the  future 
traffick. 

The  States  of  Holland  have  re¬ 
newed  the  charter  of  their  Eaft 
India  Company  upon  fuch  liberal 
terms  as  might  be  expeCted  in  a 
commercial  and  wife  common¬ 
wealth.  For  finding  that  the  Com¬ 
pany  had  of  late  differed  greatly, 
as  well  by  a  decline  of  commerce 
as  other  Ioffes,  they  accepted  the 
fum  of  two  millions  of  florins  for 
anew  charter  for  thirty  years,  in- 
flead  of  three  millions,  which  they 
had  paid  for  the  former,  underthe 
fame  conditions,  and  for  a  like 
term. 
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i ft  TjEING  new-year’s  day* 
JD  was  obferved  at  court, 
and  elfewhere,  as  ufual.  [For  the 
Ode  performed  at  St.  James’s  on 
the  occafion,  pleafe  to  turn  to  our 
article  of  Poetry  for  this  year.] 

The  town  of  Norfolk*  the  beft 
fea-port,  and  moft  flouriftiing 
town,  in  Virginia,  was,  all  to 
three  houfes,  burnt  to  alhes .  Shortly 
after  the  provincials  made  them- 
felves  mailers  of  New-Providence, 
one  of  the  Bahama  iflands,  with  a 
fmall  fleet  of  feven  fail,  which  at 
their  return  met  with  the  Glafgow 
man  of  war,  and  attacked  her.  But 
as  to  the  details  of  thefe  events,  and 
others  of  the  fame  kind,  we  muft 
leave  them,  as  making  part  of  the 
unhappy  war  between  the  mother 
country  and  her  colonies,  td  the 
able  pen  which  favours  the  public 
with  the  hiftorical  part  of  this  work. 

Mr.  Mellifh  contracted  with  the 
commiffioners  of  the  vi&ualling- 
office,  for  iooo  oxen,  at  33s.  iod. 
per  hundred  weight;  no  bad  cri¬ 
terion  of  the  price  of  fuch  provi- 
fions  at  this  time. 

An  ordinance  was  publifhed  at 
Paris,  granting  a  general  pardon  to 
all  deferters,  by  which  it  was  com¬ 
puted  that  upwards  of  20,000  men 
would  return  to  the  fervice;  and 
likewife  decreeing,  that  deferters 
fhall  not  for  the  future  be  punilhed 
with  death,  but  be  fent  to  work  at 
the  fortifications  for  a  longer  term 
Vol.  XIX. 


than  their  engagement  in  the  mili¬ 
tary  fervice. 

Extraft  of  a  Let  Ur  from  Paris ,  of 
this  date. 

“  We  learn  from  Vienna,  inDau- 
phiny,  that,  notwithftanding  the 
difcovery  which  had  been  made, 
at  a  fmall  diftance  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  town,  in  1773,  of  a  valuable 
piece  of  antique  Mofaic,  they  had 
difcontinued  their  refearches  after 
thefe  monuments  of  antiquity,  till 
the  fingular  patronage  given  to  the 
arts,  by  the  governor  of  the  pro¬ 
vince,  had  determined  Monfieur 
Schneider,  painter,  and  profefTorin 
the  fchool  of  drawing,  at  the  Royal 
College  in  that  town,  to  continue 
his  refearches  in  the  fame  fpot 
where  the  firft  piece  of  Mofaic  was 
found.  By  the  labours  of  this  ar- 
tift  were  found  many  pieces  of  mar¬ 
ble,  curious  both  for  their  fize  and 
fculpture  ;  and  a  piece  of  Mofaic 
was  difcovered,  larger  and  mare 
variegated  than  the  former.  This 
pavement  is  thirty-four  feet  in 
length,  and  twenty-fourin  breadth. 
In  the  middle  is  a  tablet,  on  which 
are  three  female  figures,  one  half 
naked,  who  appear  greatly  terri¬ 
fied,  and  as  if  flying  from  a  foldier, 
armed  with  a  lance,  who  is  in  pur- 
fuit  of  them.  Above  this  tablet 
is  a  rampart,  on  which  is  a  tent, 
and  two  other  warriors,  one  of 
whom  feems  to  be  giving  orders 
for  hopping  the  women,  and  the 
other  founding  a  trumpet.  Thefe 
figures,  which  are  of  the  natural 
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fize,  are  m  the  Grecian  drefs. 
Above  the  tablet  are  five  medal¬ 
lions  ;  one  reprefenting  the  head  of 
Medufa  ;  and.  the  others,  the  four 
Seafons,  with  their  particular  at¬ 
tributes.  The  reft  of  this  rich 
pavement  confifts  of  twenty-fix 
compartments,  alternately  fquare 
andround.  The  whole  is  bounded 
by  a  border  of  exquifite  tafte  and 
workmanfhip. 

Mr.  Schneider,  by  a  contrivance 
of  his  own,  railed  this  Mofaic 
without  injuring  it,  and  fent  it  to 
Ihe  college,  where  it  remains  a 
precious  monument  to  all  the  lovers 
of  the  fine  arts. 

In  purfuing  his  refearches,  with 
an  ardor  increafed  by  fuccefs,  he 
has  difcovered  a  fecond  pavement 
an  white  Roman  Maftie,  inter- 
fperfed  with  fragments  of  the  moil 
uncommon  marbles,  fcattered,  as 
it  were,  by  chance  ;  the  whole  po- 
lifhed,  producing  a  beautiful  ef¬ 
fect,  and  forming  a  very  hard  body. 
Some  of  this  kind  of  marble  has 
Mkewile  been  depofited  in  the  fame 
college.  The  analytical  decom- 
poiition  of  this  fictitious  marble, 
might  prove  very  ufeful  to  our  mo¬ 
dern  workers  in  ftucco,” 

In  confeqa^nce  of  the  pregnancy 
of  the  firft  and  favourite  fultanefs 
of  the  Grand  Signior,  which  was 
lately  notified  in  form.  His  High- 
nefs  granted  permifiion  to  the 
Chriftians  throughout  his  domi¬ 
nions,  to  repair  fuch  of  their 
churches  as  might  have  fullered  by 
the  ruins  of  time.  Thankfully 
availing  themfelves  of  this  per- 
milfion,  the  Chriftians  worked 
night  and  day  for  the  reftoration 
Of  their  places  of  worfhip^  One 
of  the  Turkifh  emirs,  however, 
viewing  this  privilege  with  a  jea¬ 
lous  eye,  employed  every  artifice 
to  inftigate  the  people  to  revolt ; 


infomuch  that  the  fultan  found 
himfelf  at  length  conftramed  by 
policy,  to  revoke  the  permiftion  he 
had  given  to  the  Chriftians,  and 
to  iffee  an  order,  that  fuch  of  their 
religious  edifices  as  had  been  re¬ 
paired,  fhould  be  inftantly  demo- 
lifhed.  By  this  event,  not  only 
Chriilianity  muft  fuller  fome  decay 
in  the  Turkifh  dominions;  but^ 
many  beautiful  reliques  of  ancient 
architecture,  upheld  by  Chriftian 
piety,  may  perifh  paft  the  pofti- 
bility  of  being  retrieved. 

The  lottery  finifhed  draw- 
ing  at  Guildhall.  ^ 

Being  Twelfth-day,  the  ^  . 
lord  -  chamberlain  of  the 
king’s  houlhold,  in  the  abfence  of 
his  Majefty,  made  the  ufual  offer¬ 
ing  at  the  altar,  of  frankincenfe, 
myrrh,  &c.  and  alfo  a  purfe  of 
gold,  to  be  diftribnted  among  the 
poor. 

Began,  attended  with  an  , 
high  eafterly  wind,  one  of  / 
the  greateft  falls  of  fnow  that  has 
happened  in  England  in  the  me¬ 
mory  of  man  ;  and  it  was  followed 
by  fo  intenfe  a  froft,  that,  the 
barometer,  at  times,  funk  two  or 
three  degrees  lower  than  it  did  in 
the  great  froft  which  began  during 
the  laft  days  of  1739,  and  con¬ 
tinued  about  three  months  in  1740; 
and,  by  the  16th,  the  Thames  was 
entirely  frozen  over  at  Mortlake. 
Nor  was  this  inclemency  of  the 
weather  confined  to  our  ifland.. 
The  Sound  itfelf,  that  vaft  body 
of  water  which  feparates  Denmark 
from  Sweden,  was  frozen  over  as 
hard  as  during  the  above  great  froft ; 
fo  that:  even  heavy-laden  fledges 
croffed  it  with  fafety.  On  the  2d 
of  February,  here  in  England  at 
leaft,  the  wind,  w'hich  had  con¬ 
tinued  eafterly  from  the  beginning 
of  this  vsfttatiqn,  turned  to  the 
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fouth,  and  gave  every  thing  a  dif¬ 
ferent  appearance. 

The  many  and  great  inconve- 
niencies and  evils  ufual,  on  thefe  oc- 
cafions,  in  a  country  like  this, where 
they  are  feldom  felt,  and  of  courfe 
little  provided  againft,  it  would  be 
unnecelfary  to  dwell  upon  ;  fuch 
as  fnovv-drowned  fields,  obkrudted 
roads,  koppage  of  handicraft  la¬ 
bour  ;  and  their  natural  confe- 
quences;  and  perhaps,  confidering 
the  humanity  which  now  univer- 
fally  prevails,  it  might  be  equally 
unnecelfary  to  enlarge  upon  the  re¬ 
lief  afforded  by  thofe  in  rich,  and 
even  eafy,  circumitances,  to  their 
buffering  brethren.  Their  Ma- 
jefties  behaved  on  the  occafion 
with  their  ufual  benevolence  ;  as 
did  likewife  many  corporate  bodies 
and  individuals  ;  particularly  the 
city  of  London,  and  the  nobility 
and  gentry  throughout  England, 
as  well  on  their  ekates,  as  in  the 
places  of  their  refidence  ;  and,  to 
crown  all,  their  affikance  was  given 
mokly  in  kind;  that  is,  in  bread, 
broth,  and  coals ;  by  which  means 
the  profligate  and  the  inconfiderate 
were,  in  a  great  meafure,  prevented 
from  making  any  improper  ufe  of 
it. 

On  this  occafion  we  would  beg 
leave  to  recommend  to  our  readers 
the  perufal  of  accounts  of  fome 
perfons  who  lived  a  long  time  in  a 
houfe  buried  by  a  flide  of  fnow,  or 
valanza,  from  a  neighbouring  keep 
mountain,  which  he  may  find  in 
ourFirft  Volume,  p.  297  ;  and  in 
our  Eighth,  p.  85  :  as  likewife  that 
of  an  article  relating  to  heat  and 
cold;  and  another,  concerning  the 
frefhnefs  of  ice-water  obtained  from 
falt-water ;  both  in  the  fecond  part 
of  our  prefent  volume. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  following 
pai  ticulars  relating  to  the  great  frolt 


in  1739  and  1740  may  not  be  un¬ 
entertaining.  It  began  on  the  24th 
day  of  December :  the  day  after 
it  was  very  lharp,  the  wind  blow¬ 
ing  north-eak,  and  continuing  fo 
till  the  29th,  when  it  changed  a 
little  to  the  fouthward  of  the  eak, 
about  eak-fouth-eak,  and  blew 
hard ;  the  cold  was  then  very  fe- 
vere ;  water  thrown  up  fell  down 
in  ice  ;  and  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  fell  to  25  degrees  be¬ 
low  the  freezing  point.  On  the 
30th,  the  cold  kill  increafing,  it 
fell  to  32,  which  was  lower  than 
ever  it  had  been  remembered  in 
England.  On  the  31k,  towards 
the  evening,  the  wind  being  mdch 
abated,  the  feverity  of  the  frolt 
was  not  fo  great ;  and  there  was 
fome  appearance  of  a  thaw  on  the 
ik  and  2d  of  January  ;  but  on  the 
3d,  in  the  evening,  the  frokfetin 
again,  with  greater  violence  than 
ever ;  and  on  the  4th,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  mercury  fell  one  degree 
lower  than  it  had  been  before, 
when  there  was  an  uncommon- 
great  hoar,  and  the  air  was  fo  lharp 
and  penetrating,  as  to  render  it 
difficult  for  krong  perfons  to  endure 
the  cold ;  and  vegetables  in  gene¬ 
ral  fuffered  prodigiouky. 

The  river  Stour,  which  g^ 
runs  through  Canterbury, 
was  fo  fwelled  by  the  heavy  rains 
that  fell  for  three  preceding  days, 
that  the  kreets  contiguous  to  the 
river  were  one  continued  torrent, 
and  mok  of  the  houfes  filled  to  the 
height  of  four  feet.  Nothing  could 
equal  the  dikrefs  and  confuiion  oc~ 
cafioned  by  this  deluge,  but  the 
readinefs  of  the  inhabitants  whom 
it  did  not  afiedt,  particularly  the 
two  members,  to  contribute  to  the 
relief  of  the  poorer  fufferers. 

A  young  fellow  was  Ihot  dead  in 
attempting  to  rob  the  Norwich 
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coach,  near  Newmarket.  He  ap¬ 
peared  to  be  the  fon  of  an  inn¬ 
keeper*  who  had  run  through  a 
coniiderable  fortune,  and  was 
driven  to  neceffityv 

About  one  this  morning,  a  wo¬ 
man  who  lived  in  that  part  of  Pa¬ 
ris,  called  h  Palais,  where  the  courts 
of  juftice  are  kept,  having  the  mis¬ 
fortune  to  fall  alleep,  with  achauf- 
frette,  orfmall  pot  with  charcoal 
burning  in  it,  ufed  by  women  there 
to  keep  themfelves  warm  in  cold 
weather ;  the  lire  communicated 
itfelf  to  her  deaths,  immediately 
ill  fled  her,  and  then  fpread  in  fen - 
iibly,  till  one  of  the  office-keepers, 
awakened  by  the  finoke,  gave  the 
alarm  through  the  palace  p — but 
too  late  for  him  {'elf,  for  the  pro- 
grels  of  the  lire  became  now  lb  ra¬ 
pid,  that  he  was  fwailowed  up  in 
the  flames-.  It  then  caught  the  pri- 
fon  of  the  Conciergerie,  and  ex¬ 
tended  itfelf  to  the  fliop-keepers 
hall  ;  by  which,  there  being  a  com¬ 
munication  from  the  great  chamber 
to  the  holy  chapel,  the  conflagra¬ 
tion  became  general. 

The  flrftobjebt  of  attention  was 
to  remove  the  prifoners  into  places 
of  fafety  ;  but,  in  the  find  moments 
of  terror,  feme  of  the  criminals 
had  addrefs;  enough  to  efcape.  The 
firemen,  the  French  guards,  the 
city  guards,  horfe  and  foot,  and  all 
the  orders  of  Mendicant  friars,  af- 
lembled  to  affifi  in  extinguishing 
the  flames;  but,  notwithstanding 
all  their  endeavours,  part  of  the 
Conciergerie  was  defrayed,  and 
thellfere  caught  the  court  of  Aids. 
Many  of  the  public  offices  were 
burnt,  and  feveral  toy-lhops,  with 
all  their  flock,  intirely  confumed. 
A  Capuchin  friar,  and  another 
per  Ion,  were  lofl  by  the  fudden 
tailing  of  a  great  beam.  This  Are 
was  not  got  under  till  noon;  but 


time  enough  to  fave  the  flrft  cham¬ 
ber  of  the  court  of  aids,  the  holy 
chapel,  the  treafury,  and  the  de- 
pofitary  of  the  regiflers  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  with  the  greatefl  difficulty. 
The  king’s  lofl/  on  this  occafton, 
was  computed  at  two  millions  of 
Itvres  ;  that  of  the  court  of  Aids  at 
two  hundred  thoufand;  and  that 
of  individuals,  at  much  about  the 
fame  fum.  His  majefty  fent  the 
private  lufferers  a  thoufand  louis 
d’ors ;  the  qufeen,  two  hundred ; 
and  many  of  the  richer  inhabitants 
of  Paris  contributed,  lifeewife,  very 
liberally  to  their  relief. 

Notwithftanding  the  feverity  of 
the  weather,  his  Majefty  reviewed, 
on  Clapham  Common,  the  firfl  and 
fecond  battalions  of  foot,  lately 
arrived  from  Gibraltar;  after  which 
they  were  ordered  to  prepare  im¬ 
mediately  to  embark  for  America. 

Came  on  at  St.  Margaret’s  Hilly 
Southwark,  the  trial  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  rioter  at  a  riot  at  Vauxhalfl 
on  the  laft  night  of  the  lait  feafon, 
when,  after  a  trial  of  feven  hours, 
he  was  fined,  and  obliged  to  give 
fecurity  for  his  good  behaviour  for 
two  years.  The  fine  was  paid  in 
court. 

This  night  the  wind  blew  ^ 

fo  hard  at  eaft,  that  the  1 1  1 * 
tide  ran  up  the  river  at;  the  rate  of 
fix  miles  an  hour;  and  feveral  vef- 
fels  were  driven  from  their  moor¬ 
ings  by  its  violence. 

At  about  three  o’clock  ^  , 
in  the  afternoon,  her  Royal  1  - 
Highnefs  the  Dutches  of  Glou- 
cefler  was  fafely  delivered  cf  a 
prince,  in  the  Teodole  palace  at 
Rome ;  their  Royal  Highnefles’ 
houiliold  and  feme  Englilh  gentle¬ 
men  were  prefent,  as  witneffes  to 
teftify  the  event ;  and  on  Monday 
the  12th  pf  February,  the  new¬ 
born  prince  was  baptized  by  the 
-  Rev. 
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Rev.  Mr.  Salter,  and  called  Wil¬ 
liam  Frederick^  in  the  prefence  of 
all  the  Engliih  gentlemen  then  at 
Rome.  The  Duke  and  Duchefs 
€>f  Saxe- Gotha,  and  the  Margrave 
of  Anfpach  being  fponfors. 

x^boutthe  fame  time,  Archangelo 
Cafelletti,bookfeller,whohadleave 
from  the  Duke  to  infcribe  to  him 
fome  dramatic  pieces,  wasbanilhed 
that  capital,  for  having  omitted  the 
title  of  Royal,  after  that  of  High- 
nefs,  at  the  head  of  the  dedication. 

There  was  an  execution  at  Ty¬ 
burn;  and  another  on  the  17th; 
for  the  particulars  of  which  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  the  readers  to  our laft 
volume,  as  belonging  to  our  ac¬ 
count  of  the  laft  Old-Bailey  feflions, 
held  in  the  year  1775. 

Ended  the  feflions  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  which  began  on  the  toth, 
when  five  prisoners,  capitally  con¬ 
victed,  received  fen tence  of  death, 
viz.  two  for  highway  robbery ; 
one  for  a  ftreet  robbery  ;  one  for 
houfcbreaking ;  one  for  a  bur¬ 
glary  ;  and  two  for  coining.  The 
two  laft  moved  in  arreft  of  judg¬ 
ment;  one  of  the  highway  robbers 
was  executed  the  1 9th  of  February ; 
and  the  reft  were  refpited. 

,  It  appears,  by  letters  of 
'  this  date,  from  Naples,  that 
Mount  Vefuvius  had  at  laft,  after 
threatening  an  eruption  for  fome 
time,  actually  burft  an  opening 
about  half  way  up,  from  which  the 
lava  ran  at  firft  towards  Aiio  del 
Cavallo,  and  then  towards  Gtta- 
jama,  but  fo  gently  as  not  to  do 
the  country  any  great  damage. 

,  In  a  piece,  intitled 
20t  *  “  The  ancient  Teftimony 
and  Principles  of  the  People  called 
Quakers,  with  refppCt  to  King  and 
Government;  and  touching  the 
Commotions  now  prevailing  in 
thefe  (PenfylvaniaandNew-Jerfey) 
and  other  Parts  of  America,”  ad- 


drefled  to  the  people  in  general, 
and  dated  at  Philadelphia  this  day, 
that  refpeCtable  part  of  the  com¬ 
munity  profefs  their  juft  and  ne- 
ceftary  fubordination  to  the  king, 
and  thole  who  are  lawfully  placed 
in  authority  under  him,  that  they 
may  live  a  peaceable  and  quiet 
life,  in  all  godlinefs  and  honefty, 
under  the  government  which  has 
been  fet  over  them  by  God,  whole 
peculiar  prerogative,  they  fay,  it  is, 
for  caufes  bell  known  to  himfelf, 
to  fet  up  and  put  down  kings  and 
governments. 

Mr.  Dunning 
moved  the  court  of 
Bench  to  make  abfofute  a  rule 
for  a  mandamus,  to  replace  in  his 
office  the  clerk  of  the  parifh  of 
Hampllead,  who  had  been  dif- 
charged  by  the  reCtor,  as  having 
a£ted  indecently  in  giving  a  kits 
to  a  bride,  to  whom  he  had  Hood 
father,  as  foon  as  the  ceremony 
was  over,  the  court  declared  the 
clerk,  after  appointment,  a  ler- 
vant  to  the  parifh,  and  not  dif- 
chargeable  at  the  plealure  of  reftof 
or  curate,  the  office  being  of  a 
temporal,  not  an  ecclefiaftical  na¬ 
ture;  and  made  the  rule  abfolute. 

The  following  hand-bill  , 
was  delivered  to  the  mem-  25tjl° 
bers  of  the  two  houfes  of  parlia¬ 
ment  : 

“  To  the  parliament  A  Of¬ 
fering  and  affiidled  people  moft  hum¬ 
bly  and  foiemniy  befeech  and  im¬ 
plore  every  member  of  parliament 
to  put  a  fpeedy  flop  to  the  further 
effafiOR  of  the  blood  of  our  Ameri¬ 
can  brethren  ;  that  peace  and  tran¬ 
quillity  may  bereftored  to  the  ruyal 
breaft,  and  glory,  commerce,  and 
felicity,  to  the  whole  empire.” 

A  caufe  of  an  extraordinary  na¬ 
ture  came  on  in  the  court  of  Chan¬ 
cery,  upon  a  bill  brought  by  an 
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apothecary  at  Bath,  againfl  a  gen¬ 
tleman  of  Huntingdonlhire,  for 
the  recovery  of  iool.  lent  to  the 
gentleman’s  wife.  The  merits 
were  briefly  as  follow  t  The  de¬ 
fendant,  in.  poffefTion  of  about 
4000 1.  per  annum,  rnarfied  a  lady 
in  1757  who  brought  him  20,000 1. 
In  the  year  1769,  being  in  a  very  ill 
fate  of  health,  Ihe  was  advifed  by 
her  phvficians  to  go  to  Bath.  The 
defendant  fhewed  much  reluctance-, 
raifed  feveral  objections  to  her  go¬ 
ing,  and  feemed  likewife  not  much 
pieafed  with  her  being  obliged  to 
ufe  his  new  chaife ;  but  at  length 
he  confented,  gave  her  fifty 
pounds  to  defray  the  expences ; 
and  afterwards  remitted  her  more 
money,  but  in  very  fmall  fums,  the 
greateft  remittance  not  exceeding 
twenty  pounds ;  fo  that  the  lady, 
notwithstanding  the  mod  frugal 
manner  of  living  was  obliged  to 
exceed  her  allowance,  and  borrow 
look  of  the  plaintiff,  to  clear  her 
bills  before  fhe  could  leave  Bath, 
giving  him  a  dfaft  for  the  fame 
upon  her  hufband,  The  only  ex¬ 
travagant  articlef  which  appeared 
againft  her,  was  half-a-guinea  for 
fome  mofs  rofes.  In  the  dimmer 
after  her  return  die  grew  worfe, 
and  died.  The  plaintiff  then  ap¬ 
plied  to  the  defendant  in  town,  for 
payment,  but  was  told  to  feek  his 
remedy  at  law,  the  defendant  be¬ 
ing  determined  (without  compul- 
iion)  not  to  pay  a  {billing.  But, 
upon  hearing  counfel  on  both  Tides, 
the  court  decreed  payment  of  the 
money  with  full  cods  of  fuit. 

^  A  late  paftoral  letter  from 

*'9''  the  fynpd  of  New- York  and 
Philadelphia,  to  the  congregations 
throughout  America,  was  delivered 
at  the  deers  of  the  Houles  of  Lords 
and  Commons. 
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A  placart  was  publifhed  at  Co* 
penhagen,  dated  the  15th  inflant, 
excluding  all  foreigners  from  enrn 
plpyments  in  the  Danifh  domi¬ 
nions,  except  thofe-  who  were  or 
fhould  be  naturalized. 

The  Pope  lately  granted  ^ 
to  the  whole  chriftian  world,  ^ 
an  univerfal  jubilee,  which  is  to 
lafl  fix  months,  to  be  computed, 
in  the  different  countries,  from  the 
day  of  the  publication  of  the  bull, 
in  them  ;  and  to  extend  to  thofe 
who  had  already  obtained  the  in¬ 
dulgences  in  Rome  during  the 
courfe  of  the  lafl  year. 

The  following  extraordinary 
affair  lately  happened  at  Lifbon, 
A  poor  widow  came  feveral  times 
into  the  antichamber  of  the  court, 
and,  though  frequently  ordered 
to  retire,  con  flan tly  returned  the 
next  day,  faying,  fhe  muft  fpeak  to 
the  king.  At  length  it  happened, 
that  feeing  his  majefly  pafs  by, 
fhe  immediately  advanced  towards 
him,  prefented  him  with  a  cafket, 
and  fpoke  to  him  as  follows  :  f  ‘  Sire, 
behold  what  I  have  difeovered 
among  the  rubbifh  of  fome  of  the 
buildings  ruined  by  the  great 
earthquake  in  1755.  I  am  a  poor 
widow,  and  have  fix  children. 
That  cafket  would  relieve  me  from 
my  prefen  t  diilreffes,  but  I  prefer 
my  honour,  with  a  good  con- 
fcience,  to  all  the  treafures  in  the 
world.  I  deliver  this  to  your  ma- 
jefly,  as  to  the  moil  proper  perfon 
to  reflore  it  to  its  lawful  pofteffor, 
and  to  reward  me  for  the  dif- 
covery.”— The  king  immediately 
ordered  the  cafket  to  be  opened, 
and  was  flruck  with  the  beauty  of 
the  jewels  which  it  contained  | 
after  which,  fpeaking  highly  in 
praife  of  the  widow’s  honefiy  and 
diiintereflednefs,  he  affined  her  of 
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Ms  prote£Uon,  and  immediately  or¬ 
dered  her  20,000  piaftres  [33.  yd* 
each.]  His  majefty  farther  ordered, 
that  proper  inquiry  ihouldbe  made 
after  the  real  proprietor ;  and,  if  it 
fhould  prove  fruitlefs,  that  the 
jewels  fhould  be  fold,  and  the  pro¬ 
duce  appropriated  to  the  ufe  of  thet 
widow  and  her  children, 

A  new  print  of  M.  de  Voltaire 
has  lately  been  publifhed  at  Paris, 
with  the  following  lines  under  ip, 
written  by  M.  Dorat : 

II  vlt  Ie  dernier  Siecle  expirer  chez 
Ninon, 

De  Virgile  a  trente  Ans  il  ceignit  la 
Couronne, 

Des  Lauriers  de  Sophocle  il  orna  fon 
Automne, 

Il  pare  fon  Hiver  des  Fleurs  d’Ana- 
creon. 

Died,  the  15  th  inflan t,  Mrs. 
.Eleanor  Willis,  who  had  been 
married  to  four  hufbands,  and  had 
feventeen  children,  aged  105  years, 
in  Beech  Lane. 

The  16th,  Mr.  Thomas  Weflon, 
the  celebrated  comedian  of  Drury- 
Lane  Theatre. 

Mary  Coon,  aged  112  years,  at 
Weflborough,  in  Ireland. 

The  1 8th,  Mr.  John  Leach, 
mailer-builder,  in  the  106th  year 
of  his  age.  He  retained  his  memo¬ 
ry  to  the  lafl. 

Not  many  years  ago,  there  died, 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fefliniog, 
in  Merionethfhire,  Wales,  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  Lord  Lyttleton’s  works, 
an  honell  Welch  farmer,  who  was 
105  years  of  age :  by  his  firflwifehe 
had  30 children ;  by  his  fecond  10 ; 
by  his  third  4;  and  by  two  concu¬ 
bines  7.  His  youngefl  fon  was  81 
years  younger  than  his  eldefl,  and 
800  perfons,  defeended  from  his 
body,  .attended  his  funeral. 


FEBRUARY. 

A  proclamation  having  ,, 
been  this  day  iffued  by  the 
Lard-Lieutenantof  Ireland,  laying 
an  embargo,  for  an  unlimited  time, 
on  all  provifions  of  whatever  kind., 
except  to  Great-Britain,  and  the 
Britilh  dominions  not  in  rebellion, 
to  which  falted  beef,  pork,  bacon, 
and  butter  may  be  fent  by  per- 
miffion  of  an  Englifh  aft  of  par¬ 
liament  ;  George  Ogle,  Efq;  pur- 
fuant  to  a  promife  made  by  him  in 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland, 
where  the  force  of  fuch  a  procla¬ 
mation  was  warmly  debated,  foon 
after  paffed  an  entry  in  the  cuflom- 
houfe  of  Dublin  for  three  hundred 
barrels  of  beef,  to  be  flipped  forth¬ 
with  in  a  veffel  then  in  the  river  of 
that  city,  bound  for  Bourdeaux. 

Aclergyman,whothisaf-  , 
ternoon  preached  a  charity  4  U 
fe.rmon  at  a  church  in  the  city, 
during  his  difeourfe,  pulled  out  of 
his  pocket  a  news-paper,  and  read 
out  of  it  the  following  paragraph, 
viz.  ‘  On  Sunday  the  18th  of 
January,  two  ponies  ran,  on  the 
Uxbridge  road,  20  miles  for  20 
guineas,  and  one  gained  it  by  about 
half  a  head  ;  both  ponies  ridden 
by  their  owners. *  Alfo  another 
paragraph  of  the  like  kind,  of  a 
race  on  the  Rumrord  road  on  a  Sun¬ 
day.  He  made  an  apology  for 
reading  part  of  a  news-paperin  the 
pulpit,  faid  he  believed  it  was  the 
firft  inllance  of  the  kind,  and  he 
fincerely  wifhed  that  there  never 
might  be  occafion  for  the  like  again. 
He  then  pointed  out  the  heinous 
fin  of  Sabbath-breaking,  and  what 
a  fcandal  it  was  that  fuch  aflion’s 
lhould  be  pra&ifed  in  a  chriftian 
country  by  men  of  property,  who 
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ought  to  fet  a  good  example  to  the 
lower  clafs  of  people;  and  pafs  un¬ 
noticed  by  thofe  who  had  authority 
to  punifh  the  offenders :  h£  added, 
that  fuch  wickednefs  would  have 
been  feverely  punifhed  by  Maho¬ 
metans;  how  much  more  ought  it 
to  be  by  chridian  magidrates ! 

,  Came  on  in  the  court  of 

5  *  KingVBench,  before  the 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Mansfield,  the 
trial  of  Benjamin  Cholfey,  for 
wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  upon  the 
trial  of  the  merits  of  the  petition  of 
Mr.  Beckford  and  Mr.  Calthrop, 
reflecting  the  Hindon  election. 
Lord  Mansfield,  in  his  charge, 
remarked,  that  on  one  or  other 
fide  the  moll  impious  and  audaci¬ 
ous  perjury  had  been  committed. 
His  Lordfhip,  however,  left  the 
jury  intirely  to  their  own  opinions, 
who,  after  withdrawing  for  about 
a  quarter  of  an  hour,  brought  the 
Defendant  in,  guilty. 

Sir  Robert  Aindie,  ap¬ 
pointed  ambaffador  at  Con- 
dan  tinople,  took  leave  of  his  ma- 
jedy,  and  received  Ms  lad  induc¬ 
tions. 

,  Was  decided  in  the  court 
12  ‘  of  Common  Pleas,  the  long 
conteded  caufe,  wherein  Mr.  Ra¬ 
fael,  an  Armenian  merchant,  late 
of  the  province  of  Owd,  in  the 
Raff-Indies,  was  plaintiff,  and 
Harry  Verelft,  Efq;  late  governor 
of  Bengal,  was  defendant.  ■  The 
vTiion  was  brought  for  the  defen¬ 
dant’s  affaulting  and  imprifoning 
the  plaintiff  in  the  Eaft-Indies.- 
Upon  the  trial  of  the  caufe  at 
Guildhall  in  the  fittings  after  lad 
term,  before  the  Right  Hon.  Lord 
Chief-juftiee  Be  Grey,  the  Jury 
found  a  verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff ; 
but,  as  objections  were  railed  by  the 
ceunfel  for  the  defendant,  that  in 


point  of  law  (under  the  particular 
circumdances  of  the  cafe)  the  aCtion 
would  not  lie  in  our  courts  of  law 
at  Wedminder  againd  him,  the 
jury  found  a  fpecial  verdiCt,  re- 
fervirtg  the  point  of  law  for  the 
determination  of  the  court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas ;  and,  in  cafe  the  court 
Mould  be  of  opinion  that  the  a&ioii 
was  maintainable,  they  gave  the 
plaintiff  4000 1.  'damages.  The 
cafe  was  argued  on  the  9th  indant 
in  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  by 
Mr.  Serjeant  Glynn,  for  theplain- 
tiff,  and  Mr.  Serjean  t  Adair  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant ;  and  this 
day  the  judges  delivered  their  opi¬ 
nions,  in  which  they  were  unani¬ 
mous,  that  the  aCtion  was  well 
fudained,  and  of  courfe  decreed 
the  defendant  the  4000 1.  damages, 
and  cods  of  fuit. 

At  a  general  court  of  the  , 
Turkey  company.  Lord 
North  was  unanimously  chofeq 
governor,  in  the  room  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Radnor. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  , 
KingVbench,  before  Lord  I9tils 
Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury  of  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  a  caufe  where¬ 
in  John  Potter  Harris,  Efq;  of  Bag- 
hurft,  was  plaintiff,  and  the  Rev. 
J6hn  Craven,  of  Barton-Court, 
Berkfhire,  defendant,  for  criminal 
convention  with  the  plaintiff’s 
wife;  when  the  jury,  after  going 
out  of  court  a  fhort  time,  brought 
in  a  verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
3000 1.  damages,  and  colts  of  fuit. 

A  caufe  was  tried  in  the 
court  of  King’s-Bench,  20t1’ 
Wedminder,  before  Lord  Mans¬ 
field  and  a  fpecial  jury,  wherein 
Mr.  Towfey,  of  Clement’s-Xnn, 
was  plaintiff,  and  a  gentleman  of 
the  county  of  Worceder,defendant. 
The  caufe  was  brought  by  indict¬ 
ment 
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ment  again  it  the  faid  gentleman 
for  wilful  and  corrupt  perjury  on  a 
late  occafion.  After  a  hearing  of 
near  feven  hours,  the  judge  fum- 
med  up  the  evidence,  and  gave 
his  charge  to  the  jury,  who  with¬ 
drew,  and  in  half  an  hour  returned 
and  delivered  their  verdid,  find¬ 
ing  the  defendant  guilty  of  wilful 
and  corrupt  perjury  He  was 
ordered  to  be  brought  up  the  fir  ft 
day  of  next  term,  in  order  to  re¬ 
ceive  fentence.  Great  numbers  of 
perfons  of  diftindion,  and  feveral 
members  of  the  lower  affembly,  ap¬ 
peared  in  behalf  of  the  prifoner. 

Sir  Stephen  Theodore  Janften 
having  fignified,  the  4th  inftant, 
his  intention  to  refign  the  office  of 
Chamberlain,  on  account  of  his 
bad  ftate  of  health,  the  eledion  of 
a  proper  perfon  to  fucceed  him 
came  on  this  day  at  Guild-hall; 
tjie  candidates,  Mr,  Wilkes,  and 
Mr.  Hopkins,  alderman  of  Broad- 
ftreet  Ward;  when  the  fhew  of 
hands  appearing  in  favour  of  the 
former,  he  was  declared  duly  elec¬ 
ted.  But  Mr.  Hopkins,  not  con¬ 
tent  with  this  decifion,  demanded  a 
poll ;  which  being  granted,  the 
number  of  votes  at  the  conclufion 
of  it  on  the  26th,  appeared  as  fol¬ 
lows. 

For  Mr.  Hopkins  -  2887 

Mr.  Wilkes  -  2710 

Majority  for  Mr.  Hop- . 
kins  177 

upon  which  Mr.  Hopkins  was  de¬ 
clared  Chamberlain. 

The  total  number  of  pollers  at 
this  eledion  was  5597,  which  is 
IQ49  lefs  than  at  the  contefted 
eledion  for  the  fame  office,  be¬ 
tween  Bofworth  and  Selwyn. 

The  following  is  a  lift  of  thofe 
gentlemen  who  have  been  Cham- 
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berlains  from  the  Revolution  to  the 
prefent  year.  Upon  an  average 
each  enjoyed  the  office  nine  years. 

1688  Sir  Peter  Rich 

1689  Sir  Leonard  Robinfon. 

1696  Sir  Thomas  Cuddon. 

1702  Sir  William  Fazakerley. 

1718  Sir  George  Liidiam. 

1727  Samuel  Robinfon,  Efq; 

1734  Sir  John  Bofworth. 

1751  Sir  Thomas  Harrifon. 

1765  Sir  Steph.  Theo.  Janffen, 

Bart. 

1776  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq; 

It  is  fomewhat  remarkable,  that 
at  the  general  eledion  in  1761,  the 
number  of  the  livery  who  then 
voted,  amounted  to  5,797*  At 
the  general  eledion  in  1768,  the 
number  amounted  to  5,697.  And 
at  the  prefent  eledion  for  Cham¬ 
berlain,  the  amount  is  5,597  ;  fo 
that  in  the  three  eledions  here  al¬ 
luded  to,  there  has  been  a  regular 
and  gradual  decreafe  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  pollers. 

When  Mr.  Hopkins  had  been 
declared  duly  eleded,  Mr.  Wilkes, 
in  an  harangue,  in  which  he  paid 
his  ufual  compliments  to  corrupt¬ 
ing  minifters,  and  the  diredors  of 
the  bank,  as  having  interfered  on 
the  occafion,  &c.  &c.  and  accufed 
the  latter  with  having  lent  govern¬ 
ment  eight  millions  of  money, 
without  the  confent  of  the  pro¬ 
prietary,  invited  the  livery  to  meet 
him  on  the  fame  fpot,  the  Mid- 
fummer  day  following,  to  aftert  the 
rights  of  a  free  eledion,  as  well  as 
their  own  dignity  and  importance. 
This  challenge  was  anfwered  in 
another  fpeech  by  Mr.  Hopkins ; 
upon  which  the  friends  ofbothfub- 
fefibed  towards  the  expence  of  the 
conteft.  Alderman  Bull  fubferibed 
one  hundred  pounds  in  favour  of 
Mr,  Wilkes ;  and  twelve  Aider- 
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men  fubfcribed  fifty  pounds  each 
in  favour  of  Mr.  Hopkins.  Before 
this  election  came  on,  a  court  of 
common-council  refolved,  that 
every  future  chamberlain  fhould 
give  40,000!.  fecurity  for  the 
Faithful  difcharge  of  his  office  ; 
and  voted  Sir  Stephen  Theodore 
Jan  fie  n  the  thanks  of  the  city  for 
his  paft  fervices.. 

n  His  Excellency  the  Count 
*  de  Guines,  the  French  am- 
bafiador,  having  received  his  let¬ 
ters  of  recal,  took  leave  of  his  ma- 
jefty,  leaving  M.  Gamier  charge 
des  affaires  till  another  ambaftador 
arrives. 

The  felfions  ended  at  the  Old 
Bailey,  when  four  convicfts  receiv¬ 
ed  fentence  of  death,  two  of  whom 
fuffered  on  the  12th  of  April ;  viz. 
one  for  a  highway  robbery  ;  and 
the  other  for  houfe-breaking. 

By  a  letter  of  this  date 
2o L  is  from  York,  it  appears,  that 
counterfeit  guineas  of  the  date  1775 
were  now  in  circulation,  and  fo 
well  executed  that  it  was  difficult 
to  diftinguiih  them  from  the  real 
ones.  On  comparing  them  with 
the  latter  they  will  be  found  rather 
.larger,  paler,  and  thinner,  and 
defective  in  the  milling.  In  the 
counterfeits  there  is  not  the  hol¬ 
low  between  the  forehead  and  the 
nofe  difcoverable  in  the  real  ones. 
In  air  they  weigh  6d,  above  the 
ftandard,  and  only  14s.  in  water. 

f  ,  A  defperate  attempt  was 
2 '  *  ■*  made  by  the  felons  in 
'Maidficne  gaol  to  efcape,  but  was 
happily  defeated  by  the  vigilance 
and  refoiution  of  the  keeper. 
It  being  the  day  for  carrying 
feme  convi&s  on  board  a  transport, 
the  felons  concluded  the  keeper 
himfelf  would  go  with  them  as 
itfual,  and  that  confequently  they 
tbonld  have  only  the  turnkey,  or 
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fome  fervant  of  the  keeper’s  to  en* 
counter  with  ;  but  the  keeper, 
having  reafon  to  fufpebt  fome 
fchemes  were  on  foot,  prudently 
fiaid  at  home,  fending  his  turnkey 
with  proper  afiiftants  to  put  the 
tran  fports  on  board.  Between 
four  and  five  in  the  afternoon,  juft 
before  the  time  of  locking  all  up, 
twenty-four  of  the  moft  daring  of 
the  felons,  having  found  means  to 
get  off  their  irons,  fuddenly  feized 
and  fecured  two  of  the  keeper’s 
men,  and  with  knives  at  their 
breads  fwore  they  would  murder 
them  if  they  did  not  let  them  out, 
and  attempted  immediately  to  make 
towards  the  Fore-Gate,  but  could 
not  reach  it  before  the  keeper  had 
caught  the  alarm  and  appeared 
with  a  blunderbufs,  which  pre¬ 
vented  them  on  that  fide.  They 
then  changed  their  attack,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  make  way  through 
the  keeper’s  apartments,  fwearing 
they  .were  determined  to  get  out, 
or  die  in  the  attempt.  Here  the 
keeper  expoflulated  with  them 
again  and  again,  defiring  them  to 
defift,  and  retire  peaceably ;  but 
all  to  no  purpofe  ;  they  ftill  fwear¬ 
ing  they  would  one  and  all  efcape, 
or  die  in  the  attempt.  The  keeper 
was  now  under  the  neceffity  of 
threatening  to  fire  upon  them,  if 
they  did  not  retire,  and,  on  their 
not  retiring,  fired  accordingly  a 
blunderbufs  loaded  with  fmall  fhot 
amongft  them,  and  wounded  three 
or  four  of  the  moft  daring  (who  were 
charged  with  highway  robberies) 
in  the  legs,  Whereupon  finding, 
that  the  keeper  was  as  refolute  as 
themfelves,  and  that  he  had  alfo 
now  good  affiftance,  they  began  to 
retreat,  and  were  foon  mattered 
and  properly  fecured  without  far¬ 
ther  mifehief.  To  the  honour  of 
the  poor  debtors,  they  did  not  join 

with 
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with  the  felons  in  this  defperate 
attempt. 

AcommitteeofWefl-India  plan¬ 
ters  and  merchants,  having  lately 
attended  Lord  George  Germaine 
and  Lord  North,  and  given  each 
a  feparate  memorial,  requeuing, 
in  confequence  of  their  lordlhips’ 
inclinations,  pubiickly  declared  to 
affift  and  relieve  the  fugar  colonies, 
that  the  diftillation  of  grain  fhould 
be  ftopt,  and  the  duties  on  rum 
leiTened,  with  a  view  of  increafing 
.the  confumption  of  that  article, 
and  thereby  enabling  the  Memo¬ 
rial  ills  to  fupply  themfelves  with 
lumber,  now,  on  account  of  the 
troubles  in  America,  rifen  to  a 
moll  exorbitant  price,  each  of  their 
lordfhips  delivered  a  verbal  an- 
fwer,  amounting  in  the  whole,  that 
the  proportions  cannot  at  prefent 
be  complied  with.  Probably  fuch 
.compliance  might  be  looked  upon 
as  interfering  too  much  with  the 
fiulbandry  of  the  mother  country. 

,  About  eleven  o’clock 
'  *  while  the  piquet-guard  was 

tkff  duty,  a  terribly  mutiny  hap¬ 
pened  among  the  tranfports  and 
recruits  confined  in  the  Savoy  gaol, 
when  near  forty  found  means  to 
efcape,  by  breaking  through  a  back 
window  near  the  water  fide,  and 
getting  over  the  wall,  the  tide  be¬ 
ing  down,  to  the  craft  on  the  river< 
A  foldier  was  now  ordered  to  bid 
them  ftop ;  and,  on  their  refufal, 
to  fire.  The  orders  were  obeyed, 
and  on  his  killing  the  lafl  of  them, 
the  reft  were  fecured. 

Lord  Vifcount  Pitt,  (fon  of  the 
pari  of  Chatham)  lately  refigned 
his  commiftionasenfign  in  the  47th 
regiment,  now  at  Bolton,  his  lord- 
fliip  being  determined  not  to  ferve 
in  the  prefent  war  between  the 
pother  country  and  her  colonies. 


,  Two  Indian  chiefs,  who 
2  *  lately  arrived  in  town  from 

Canada,  were  introduced  to  his 
majefty  at  St.  James's  by  Colonel 
Johnl'on,  and  gracioufly  receiv¬ 
ed. 

An  oak-tree  lately  cut  through 
on  the  eftate  ot  Dennis  Roiie, 
Efq;  near  great  Torrmgton,  in 
Devonshire,  meafured  in  the  body 
thirteen  feet  fix  inches  diameter : 
two  couple  danced  a  country- 
dance  on  the  furface,  the  fiddler 
Handing  in  a  corner. 

Died,  the  6th  inftant,  the 
Rev.  Evan  Lloyd,  A.  M.  Vicar 
of  Lainfair,  near  Ruthim,  Den- 
bighfhire,  and  author  of  feveral  in* 
genious  poetical  pieces. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Ziegenhagen, 
upwards  of  53  years  chaplain  of 
his  Majefty’s  German  chapel  at 
St.  James’s. 

The  19  th,  Mrs.  Ellifon,  in 
Weftgate,  Newcaftle,  pofteffed  of 
a  fortune  of  i8i,oool. 

The  2 1  ft,  Mr.  Movat,  furgeon, 
at  Laugholm  in  the  Shire  of 
Dumfrees,  aged  13:6. 

The  2 2d,  Mr.  jofeph  Collyer, 
tranflator  of  the  Mefiiah  and  Noah 
from  the  German,  and  author  of 
feveral  ufeful  works,  in  Barns -row, 
Ifiington. 

Mr.  William  Horfley,  aged  75, 
author  of  the  Periodical  Letters, 
entitled  The  Fool. 

Mr.  Livingftone,  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  Congrefs  at  New 
York,  and  father-in-law  to  the 
late  General  Montgomery. 

John  Manners,  commonly  called 
My  Lord  Manners,  at  Dryfield,  in 
the  Eaft-Riding  of  the  county  of 
York. 

David  Brian,  of  Tinncrane,  in 
Ireland,  aged  1 17. 

MARCH. 
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MARCH. 

«  Being  St.  David’s  day,  the 
*  *  tutelar  Saint  of  Wales,  the 
Rewards  of  the  fociety  of  Ancient 
Britons  waited  on  his  Royal  High- 
nefs  the  Prince  of  Wales,  to  com¬ 
pliment  him  on  the  occafion  ; 
when  he  was  pleafed  to  make  them 
a  prefen  t  of  ico  guineas  towards 
the  fuppprt  of  that  ufeful  charity, 
for  the  education  of  poor  friendlefs 
Welch  children,  in  London  :  and 
the  fumof  464I.  10s.  2d,  was  colr 
letted  for  the  fame  laudable  pur- 
pofe,  at  their  yearly  dinner. 

A  peace  between  the  Eaft-Indjia 
company  and  the  Marattoes,  on 
very  advantageous  terms  to  the 
former,  was  figned  at  Loonan,  and 
proclaimed  at  Bombay  the  12th 
following. 

1  Came  on  in  the  court  of 
2CU  Ring’s- bench  at  Guildhall, 
before  Lord  Mansfield  andafpecial 
jury,  the  caufe  relative  to  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Hart  fome  time  ago  to 
the  alderman fhip  of  Bridge  Ward, 
in  the  room  of  the  late  Sjr  William 
Stephenfon,  when  the  jury*  after 
withdrawing  for  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  brought  in  a  verdiht,  that 
Mr..  Hart  v/as  duly  eledied. 

About  nine  at  night,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  the  ware-houfe  of  Meff.  Cox 
and  Bigg,  printers,  in  the  Savoy, 
juft  after  the  journeymen  had  left 
the  office ~  Apd  notwithftanding 
every  poffible  effort  to  flop  its  pro- 
gjrefs,  the  warehoufe,  the  printing- 
office,  and  the  dwelling-houfes  of 
the  two  partners  were,  in  a  fhort 
time,  confumed,  together  with  two 
V/arehouies  filled  with  books  be¬ 
longing  to  Mr.  Cadell,  and  Mr. 
Eimfly,  of  the  Strand,  and  feveral 
contiguous  buddings.  It  was  with 
r,he  ut  mo  If  difficulty  that  the  two 
German  chapels  were  faved. 
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There  were  no  lefs  than  feven 
parties,  from  fo  many  different 
ftates,  now  recruiting  in  Ham¬ 
burgh.  The  Hanoverians  had  the 
greateft  fuccefs,  as  they  enlifted 
men  of  every  country,  provided 
they  were  fizeable,  and  not  too 
old  ;  and  gave  a  large  bounty. 

By  a  letter  from  Naples  of 
the  5  th  inftant,  it  appears, 
that  the  Free  Mafons  there,  con¬ 
tinuing  to  frequent  a  lodge  near 
Cape  Demonte,  notwithftanding 
the  publication  of  an  edidt  which 
prohibited  them  from  holding  clan- 
deftine  affemblies ;  the  government 
being  informed  thereof,  caufed  the 
lodge  to  be  furrounded  this  day, 
and  all  who  were  there  to  be  ar- 
refted  and  put  in  prifon. 

The  Houfe  of  Commons 
having  thought  proper  to 
addrefs  his  majeity  relative  to 
cloathing  the  foreign  troops  in 
Britifh  pay,  with  the  manufactures 
of  Great  Britain  ;  his  majefty  was 
pleafed  to  anfwer,  that  being  al¬ 
ways  defirous  to  give  every  encou¬ 
ragement  in  his  power  to  the  ma¬ 
nufactures  of  Great  Britain,  he  will 
ufe  his  endeavours,  as  recommend¬ 
ed  by  the  faid  addrefs. 

juft  after  t\yo  men,  convicted 
of  robbery,  in  Dublin,  and  or¬ 
dered  for  execution,  had  received 
the  facrament  from  the  ordinary, 
who  in  the  moft  folemn  manner 
declared  their  innocence,  but  were 
about  to  be  pinioned,  prepa¬ 
ratory  to  their  execution,  two 
other  criminals,  confined  for  flreet- 
robbery,  declared  themfelves  to  be 
the  perfons  who  actually  committed 
the  fadt  for  which  thofe  innocent 
men  were  going  to  mffer.’  Upon 
this,  the  Sheriffs  waited  on  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  and  the  circum- 
ftance  being  made  known  to  his 

Excellency  s 


CHRONICLE.  [nr 


Excellency,  a  refpite  was  immedi¬ 
ately  granted. 

The  fubjects  for  the  prize  medals 
left  by  the  late  Sir  V/illiam  Browne, 
for  the  prefent  year,  are  :  For  the 
Odes,  Bcllum  Americanum.  For 
the  Epigrams,  Inejl  Jiia  Gratia 
Parvis.  The  Epigram  prize  me¬ 
dal  was  not  difpofed  of  laii  year  ; 
two  therefore  w  ill  be  given  the  pre¬ 
fent  year,  if  any  Epigrams  appear 
to  deferve  them. 

The  two  gold  medals  given  an¬ 
nually  by  the  duke  of  Grafton, 
chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Cambridge,  for  the  encouragement 
of  claffical  learning,  are  this  year 
adjudged  to  Mr.  Fofter,  A.  B.  of  St. 
John’s  college,  and  Mr.  Wake¬ 
field,  A.  B.  of  Jefus  college. 

,  Mr.  Alderman  Oliver  hav- 
‘  ’  ing  moved  the  Houfeof  Com¬ 

mons,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
8th  of  May,  ordering  the  attor- 
ney-general  to  profecute  Richard 
Beckford,  Efq;  for  employing  an 
agent  to  endeavour  to  bribe  and 
corrupt  certain  voters  of  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Hindon,  be  refcinded; 
he  was  warmly  fupported  by  Mr. 
Dunning,  and  oppofed  by  Sir 
George  Younge  and  Mr.  George 
Grenville.  But,  the  queflion  be¬ 
ing  at  length  put,  it  palled  in  the 
negative  without  a  divifion. 

The  college  of  commerce  of  Swe¬ 
den  has  fent  circular  letters  to  all 
the  minifters  and  confuls  of  that 
kingdom  refiding  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  defiring  them  to  tranfmit  an 
exaft  lid  of  all  the  Swcdifh  mer¬ 
chants,  traders,  and  artifts,  who 
are  fettled  at  their  re  fpedtive  places, 
in  order  to  find  out  the  motives  that 
induced  them  to  quit  their  native 
country,  and  endeavour  to  prevent 
fuch  emigrations  for  the  future  ;  a 
thing,  which  it  is  improbable  they 
fhouid  ever  be  able  to  efleCl,  till 


they  ean  change  their  foil  and  cli¬ 
mate,  and  have  reformed  their 
conflitution. 

The  anniverfary  fermon  ^ 
to  recommend  the  inlR- 
tution  of  the  fociety  for  the  reco¬ 
very  of  drowned  perfons  was 
preached  at  St.  Andrew’s,  Hol- 
born,  by  Dr.  Dodd,  to  a  very  nu¬ 
merous  congregation.  Twelve  of 
the  perfons  who  had  been  recover¬ 
ed  through  the  means  of  this  infti- 
tution  attended,  among  whom  was 
an  elderly  man,  who  had  been  fif¬ 
ty-five  minutes  underwater.  [The 
reader  will  find  a  full  account  of 
this  ufeful  inftitution,  and  the  pro- 
pereft  methods  to  recover  perfons 
in  fimilar  circumftances,  in  our  lafi 
volume.] 

A  caufe  between  Alderman 
Newnham  and  the  churchwardens 
of  the  parifh  in  which  he  lives,  has 
been  lately  decided  in  favour  of 
the  latter.  The  object  of  litiga¬ 
tion  was,  whether  Mr.  Newnham, 
as  an  alderman  of  the  city,  was 
compellable  to  ferve  the  office  of 
churchwarden,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected,  but  refufed  to  ferve, 
upon  a  fuppofition  that  he  was 
legally  exempted  from  the  duties 
of  it  by  his  magifterial  charadler ; 
and  the  court  of  aldermen  advifed 
him  to  try  the  point.  But  it  now 
appears,  that  no  gentleman,  be- 
caufe  he  chufes  to  fill  an  employ¬ 
ment  of  honour,  is  to  be  difeharged 
from  his  parochial  obligations, 
wherever  he  may  be  an  inhabi¬ 
tant. 

One  day  laft  week,  as  one  Kin^ 
chey,  a  private  foldier  in  the 
guards,  who  flung  up  his  pay  in 
order  to  be  permitted  to  follow  his 
own  buflnefs,  was  lamenting  his 
hard  fate  in  drawing  a  lot  to  go  to 
America,  and  being  thereby 
obliged  to  leave  his  wife  and  chil¬ 
dren 
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dren  to  theparifti;  Henry  Francis, 
a  comrade  of  his,  who  happened  to 
be  Handing  by,  went  directly, 
without  faying  any  thing  to  him, 
to  the  commanding  officer,  to 
whom  he  painted  the  poor  fellow’s 
diftrefs  in  the  bed  manner  he  was 
able,  and  added,  that  as  he  him- 
lelf  was  a  fingle  man,  and  free 
from  any  incumbrance,  he  was 
very  willing  to  go  in  his  place. 
The  officer,  plealed  with  the  man’s 
generofity  and  fpirit,  accepted  his 
offer,  told  him  he  was  a  brave  fel¬ 
low,  and,  giving  him  half  a  crown 
to  drink  his  majefty’s  health,  pro- 
mifed  to  be  his  friend. 

^  Two  ffiip  loads  of  da- 
*  *  maged  oats,  that  had  been 
Ipoiled  by  long  keeping,  were  fold 
at  the  Hermitage  for  4s.  6d.  per 
quarter.  On  this  occafion  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  obferve,  that, 
by  an  aft  of  the  nth  of  George 
II.  any  perfon  or  perfons  keeping 
a  quantity  of  grain  of  any  kind  on 
board  any  lhip,  veffel,  lighter,  &c. 
on  the  river  Thames  beyond  the 
time  prefcribed  for  clearance  at 
the  cuftom-hoale,  ihall  forfeitffiip 
and  cargo  to  the  confervator  of  the 
laid  river. 

^  Meffrs.  Rumbold  and 

^  *  Sykes,  the  late  fitting  mem¬ 
bers  for  Hindon,  in  Wilts,  were 
found  guilty  of  bribery  at  the  lalt 
election,  at  the  profecution  of  the 
attorney-general,  by  order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons. 

In  a  court  of  common  council,  a 
motion  being  made  and  carried  by 
a  great  majority,  “  that  the  thanks 
of  this  court  be  given  to  Dr.  Price, 
for  his  excellent  pamphlet  on  civil 
liberty,  juft  published;  and  alfo, 
that  the  freedom  of  this  city  be 
presented  to  him  in  a  gold  box  of  the 
value  of  59I.”  both  were  foon  after 
done:  when  the  dodor.  wrote  Mr. 
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Pux,  the  town  clerk,  the  following 
letter,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
entered  in  the  city  journals. 

‘SIR, 

I  requeft  the  favour  of  you  to 
convey  to  the  lord  mayor,  the  al¬ 
dermen,  and  commons  of  the  city 
of  London,  in  common-council  af- 
fembled,  my  warmeft  acknowledg¬ 
ments  for  the  very  condefcending 
refolution  of  thanks,  with  which 
they  have  honoured  my  Obferva- 
tions  on  Civil  Liberty.  Thofe 
Observations  were  written  with  no 
other  intention,  than  to  plead  the 
caufe  of  liberty  and  juftice,  and  to 
remind  this  country  of  the  dreadful 
danger  of  its  prefent  fituation  ;  the 
teftimony  of  approbation,  which 
they  have  received  from  a  body 
fo  refpedable,  annually  elected  by 
the  firft  city  in  the  world,  and  fo 
diftinguilhed  for  giving  an  ex¬ 
ample  of  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  liber¬ 
ty,  will,  it  may  be  hoped,  lead  the 
public  to  fix  their  views  more  on 
fuch  meafures  as  Ihall  fave  a  fink¬ 
ing  conftitution,  and  preferve  us 
from  impending  calamities. 

*  lam.  Sir,  with  great reipefl, 

£  Your’s,  &c. 

tf  Richard  Price.* 
A  proper  explanation  between 
the  Pope  and  the  king  of  Pruffia 
which  had  till  now  retarded  the 
abolition  of  the  order  of  Jefuits  in 
the  Pruffian  dominions,  has  at 
length  taken  place,  the  court  of 
Berlin  having  made  the  following 
declaration.  “  His  Pruffian  rna- 
jefty  would  by  no  means  renounce 
his  own  intereft,  but  combine  it 
with  that  of  the  Pope,  and  meant 
by  fuffering  the  'jefuits  to  refide 
in  his  dominions,  not  to  permit  the 
exiftence  of  the  focietv,  but  the 
utility  of  its  members.  The  mofi 
important  object  of  a  fovereign, 
has  always  been  public  education,, 
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In  a  flate  like  Prufiia,  where  there 
are  fo  many  different  lefts  and  re¬ 
ligions,  education  muft  be  various, 
and  the  inflruftion  of  a  million  and 
a  half  of  catholics,  which  are  in 
different  parts  of  Pruffia,  is  no 
fmail  concern.  This  agreed  to, 
and  the  fociety  aboliihed,  his  ma- 
jefty  will  not  abolifh  the  funftions 
they  filled,  which  were  the  inflruc- 
tion  of  youth  in  religion  and  the 
catholic  theology.  T hefe  are  the 
only  funftions  which  his  majefty 
will  permit  them  to  continue, 
which  appears  evident  from  his 
declaration,  that  it  was  indifferent 
to  him  whether  they  changed  their 
name  of  Jeluits,  their  habits,  their 
vows,  and  all  their  interior  rules, 
if  their  funftions  were  left  them.” 

,  The  king’s  troops  eva- 
cuated  IJoiion. 

A  gentleman  lately  deceafed  has 
left  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  one 
hundred  and  fixty  pounds  per  an¬ 
num,  to  be  given  to  a  perlon  who 
fhall  preach  eight  fermons  in  the 
courfe  of  the  year,  againft  diflen- 
ters  or  heretics.  The  preacher  is 
not  to  receive  the  money  till  he  has 
delivered  a  copy  of  the  fermons  to 
the  head  of  each  houfe.  No  perfon 
can  be  appointed  twice,  nor  any 
perfon  who  is  not  at  leaft  A.  M. 
of  either  of  the  Englifh  Univerfi- 
ties,  Oxford  or  Cambridge. 

,  Some  detachments  from 
T9L  *  the  three  regiments  of  foot 
guards  deftined  for  America,  were 
reviewed  by  his  majefty,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  duke  of  Wirtem- 
berg,  and  attended  by  the  duke  and 
duchefs  of  Northumberland,  and 
many  officers  and  other  perfons  of 
great  diftinftion,  as  alfo  one  of  the 
Indian  chiefs,  who  was  habited  in 
the  drefs  of  his  country,  over  an 
Englifh  fuit  of  clothes.  He  wore 
an  enfign’s  breaft-plate ;  carried  a 


war  hatchet  in  his  hand,  and  his 
face  was  painted  as  with  llreaks  of 
blood.  Both  officers  and  men  gave 
great  fatisfaftion  on  the  occalion  ; 
both  wore  the  fame  uniform,  with 
their  hair  dreffed  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  which  they  are  to  continue  to 
do  abroad,  that  they  may  not  be 
diftinguilhed  by  the  riflemen,  who 
aim  particularly  at  the  officers. 
Moreover,  the  men,  on  a  few  field 
days,  which  for  fome  time  con- 
liantly  fucceeded  this  review,  prac- 
tifed  firing  at  a  target,  to  be  a  bet¬ 
ter  matchfor  the  riflemen.  They  had 
felt  caps,  with  black  feathers,  pre- 
fented  them  before  their  departure. 

At  a  quarterly  general  ^ 
court  of  proprietors  oflndia 
flock  at  their  houfe  in  Leadenhall- 
flreet,  it  appeared  that  the  debt  to 
government  on  the  ill:  inftant,  was 
reduced  from  1,400,0001.  to 
420,0001.  and  the  company  was 
otherwife  in  a  good  fituation. 

Mr.  Wilkes  moved  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  for  leave  to  bring  in 
a  bill  for  a  more  fair  and  equal 
reprefen tation  of  the  people  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  ;  but  after 
fome  very  jocular  treatment,  it 
pafl’ed  in  the  negative,  without  a. 
divifion. 

The  Duke  of  Bridge- 
water’s  canal  to  Liverpool 
was  compleated,  and  the  veflels 
went  through  it  to  Manchefter  the 
two  days  following  ;  nay,  fome  of 
them  returned  to  Liverpool  the 
third.  To  make  this  junftion,  a 
mile  was  compleatly  cut,  and  four 
capital  bridges  built,  between  the 
2 2d  of  January  and  the  22d  of 
March,  in  which  time  there  were 
twenty- one  days  hard  froft,and  very 
bad  weather.  So  lingular  a  tranf- 
aftion  cannot  be  equalled. 

At  one  o’clock,  the  Lord  , 
Mayor,  Aldermen  Halifax, 22 

Crofby, 
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Crofby,  Oliver,  Townfend,  Ball 
and  Lee,  the  Sheriffs,  62  Com- 
mon-councilmen,  the  Chamber- 
lain,  and  other  city  officers,  went 
in  proceffion  from  Guildhall  to 
St.  James’s,  and  after  being  joined 
by  the  Recorder  in  Pall-Mall,  pre- 
fented  an  addrefs  and  petition  to 
his  majefty  ;  which  being  rather 
too  long  for  this  part  of  our  work, 
and  too  important  to  be  abridged, 
we  fhall  give  it,  with  his  majefty’s 
anfwer,  in  one  of  the  fubfequent 
parts. 

^  The  Continental  Con- 
3  *  grefs  iffiued  a  proclamation 
to  impower  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Colonies  under  them,  to  cruize  on 
the  fhipsof  their  enemies,  and  re¬ 
gulate  the  diiiribution  of  the  prize 
money,  &c. 

The  following  bills  re- 
23  *  ceived  the  royal  affent  by 

commiffion. 

The  bill  for  punifhing  mutiny 
and  defertion,  and  for  the  better 
payment  of  the  army  in  North- 
America. 

The  bill  to  difcontinue  the  du¬ 
ties  payable  on  the  importation  of 
tallow,  hog’s-lard,  and  greafe,  for 
a  limited  time. 

The  bill  to  continue  an  ad  for 
laying  a  duty  of  two  pennies  Scots 
on  all  beer  and  ale  brewed  for  fale 
in  Dundee, 

The  bill  for  defraying  the  charge 
of  the  pay  and  cloathing  of  the 
militia  out  of  the  land-tax. 

The  bill  to  rectify  miftakes  in 
the  names  of  the  commiffioners  ap¬ 
pointed  to  execute  the  land-tax  add. 

The  bill  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
make  leafes,  copies,  and  grants  of 
offices,  lands,  &c.  in  Cornwall. 

The  bill  for  making  a  navigable 
cut  or  canal  from  or  near  Stour¬ 
bridge,  in  Wore efter {hire,  to  join 
the  Staffordfhire  and  Worcester- 
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fhire  canals,  at  or  near  Stourton, 
in  Staffordihire. 

The  bill  to  build  an  iron  bridge 
acrofs  the  river  Severn,  from  Ben- 
thallin,  Salop,  to  the  oppofite 
fhore  at  Madeley  wood. 

The  bill  for  better  fecuring  a 
fund,  belonging  to  certain  perfons 
of  the  Theatre-Royal,  Drury-Lane, 
applicable  to  charitable  ufes,  &c. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fare,  naturalization,  and  other  pri¬ 
vate  bills. 

At  two  in  the  afternoon,  there 
fell  in  Lorraine  fuch  a  prodigious 
quantity  of  hail  and  rain,  that  in 
lefs  than  half  an  hour,  ninety-nine 
houfes,  compofing  the  lower  and 
principal  ftreet  of  the  village  of 
Tremont,  were  intirelylaid  under 
water,  and  filed  with  mud  and 
hail ;  feveral  of  the  inhabitants 
were  drowned,  or  buried  under 
the  ruins  of  their  houfes,  and  the 
reft,  to  the  number  of  five  hundred, 
muft  have  periftied  with  hunger 
and  cold,  had  not  their  neighbours 
exerted  themfelves  in  giving  them 
affiftance,  particularly  the  Abbeys 
of  Trois  Fontaines,  jandeures,  and 
S.  Hoil,  and  the  regular  clergy, 
who  parted  with  their  deaths  to 
them.  All  the  poultry  of  the  vil¬ 
lage,  with  five  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  head  of  cattle,  which  formed 
the  riches  of  the  inhabitants,  were 
deftroved,  and  the  territory  laid 
wafte. 

The  driver  of  a  hackney-  26t\i 
coach  was  brought  before 
the  Lord  Mayor  at  Guildhall  by 
two  Cuftom-Houfe  officers,  charge 
ed  with  having  two  dead  bodies 
in  his  coach.  The  officers  account 
of  the  matter  was  as  follows.  The 
day  before  about  four  in  the  morn-' 
ing,  as  they  were  going  over  Lon¬ 
don -bridge,  they  obferved  a  coach 
driving  very  precipitately,  which 

gave 
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gave  them  a  fufpicion  that  fome 
run  goods  were  concealed  therein  ; 
and  on  calling  to  the  coachman  to 
flop,  he  drove  the  falter ;  on  which 
one  of  them  prefenting  a  piltol, 
and  threatening  to  fire  at  him,  two 
men  jumped  oiit  and  ran  away,  and 
the  coach  hopped ;  the  officers 
proceeded  to  examine  it  for  their 
i'uppofed  prize,  but,  to  their  great 
aftonifhment,  they  found  the  body 
of  an  elderly  man  afid  that  of  a  wo¬ 
man,  quite  naked,  with  each  a  rope 
tied  round  its  neck,  put  into  two 
feparate  facks  ;  there  Were  three 
bruifes  about  the  body  of  the  man, 
and  neither  of  them  had  been  dead 
a  long  time. — The  coachman  faid, 
he  took  up  his  fare  in  Shore¬ 
ditch,  was  ordered  to  drive  to  St. 
George’s  hofpital,  and  he  knew 
nothing  more  of  the  matter.  How¬ 
ever,  on  his  taking  the  bodies,  by 
the  lord-mayor’s  order,  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  Shoreditch  parifh,  they 
were  found  to  be  thofe  of  two  pau¬ 
pers  who  bad  lately  died  in  their 
workhoufe,  and  which  were  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  ftolen  out  of 
the  burying-groUtid,  for  the  ufe  of 
the  furgeons  ;  a  thing  not  very 
furprifing,  confidering  the  carelefs 
manner  in  which  fuch  poor  people 
are  generally  buried  in  London,  as 
the  reader  may  fee  by  turning  to  our 
fecond  part.  p.  119. 

Four  days  after  the  remains  of 
more  than  one  hundred  defad  bodies 
were  difcoveredin  a  died  in  Totten¬ 
ham  Court  Road,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  depofited  there  by  traders  to 
the  furgeons  ;  of  whom  there  is  one, 
it  is  faid  in  the  Borough,  who 
makes  open  profeffion  of  dealing 
in  dead  bodies,  and  is  Well  known 
by  the  name  of  the  Refurre&ionill. 

The  tower  {landing  in  the  centre 
ot  the  parifti  church  of  Bucking- 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


ham  fuddenly  fell  down,  and  fo 
much  damaged  the  reft  of  the 
building  that  the  whole  was  daily 
expected  to  be  in  ruins. 

Some  time  ago,  a  citizen,  who 
had  raifed  himfelf  to  the  diftindtion 
of  a  common-councilman  of  one  of 
the  wards  of  this  city,  and  then 
had  the  misfortune  to  fail,  and  be 
obliged  to  compound  with  his  cre¬ 
ditors*  called  them  together,  to 
acquaint  them  he  had  embarked 
in  another  bufinefs,  in  which  it  had 
pleafed  God  to  blefs  his  honeft  en¬ 
deavours  with  fuccefs,  and  paid 
them  every  {billing  of  their  debts. 
At  the  fame  time  he  defired  one  of 
them,  who  Was  churchwarden  of 
his  parifh,  to  accept  his  benefac¬ 
tion  of  20I.  towards  the  cloathing 
of  the  poor  children,  during  the 
late  inclement  feafon  of  the  year. 

23.  Died,  Doctor  Robert 
Janies,  author  of  the  Medical  Dic¬ 
tionary  ;  and  inventor  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  fever  powders  known  by 
his  name,  in  Bruton-ftreet. 

Lately,  George  Goodman,  in 
Jamaica,  in  the  105th  year  of  his 
age,  and  immenfely  rich. 

24th,  Ml  John  Harrifon,  in¬ 
venter  and  conftruftor  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  time  keepers  for  afeertaining 
the  longitude  at  fea,  in  the  84th 
year  of  his  age,  at  his  houfe  in 
Red-Lion-fquare,  Holborn.  Mr.. 
Harrifon  had  received,  as  a  reward 
for  his  ufeful  labours,  feverai 
thoufand  pounds  of  the  money  of¬ 
fered  byparliament  for  facilitating 
the  means  of  difeovering  the  lon¬ 
gitude  at  lea.  [For  fome  account 
ol  thefe  his  labours,  pleafe  to  turn 
to  the  fecond  part  of  our  eighth 
volume,  for  1765.J 

Mrs.  Jay  and  Mrs.  Gilbert, 
widows,  at  Uxbridge.  They  were 
twins ;  born  within  half  an  hour  of 
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each  other ;  died  within  much 
about  the  fame  time  married 
the  fame  day,  and  were  buried  in  one 
grave. 

Mr.  John  Bird,  a  moft  ingeni¬ 
ous  and  accurate  mathematical  in- 
ftrument  maker,  and,  as  fuch,  well 
known  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
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,  His  majefty  went  to  the 
2  ’  Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave  the 
royal'  alien t  to  the  following,  bills. 

An  act  for  the  better  fupply  of 
marines  and  feamen  to  fer-ve  in  his 
inajefty’s  fhips  of  war,  and  on  board 
merchant  ihips,  &c. 

An  a  £1  for  veiling,  certain  eftates, 
now  held  in  trull  for  the  benefit  of 
the  royal  hofpital  for  feamen  at 
JG  reenwich,  In  the  commiffioners 
ai?d  governors  of  the  faid  hofpital. 

An  adtfor  the  better  regulation  of 
the  pilots  conducting  iliips  and 
yeffels  into  and  out  of  the  port  of 
Bofton  m  Lincoinfhire,  and  for 
preventing  mifchiefs  by  fire  in  the 
laid  haven  and  harbour. 

An  aft  fbr  lighting  and  watch¬ 
ing  the  itreet'S,  lanes,  &c.  within 
the  borough  of  Bofton,  in  Lincoln- 
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An  a£t  for  rebuilding  the  par  ilk 
church  of  Tardebigg,  in  the  coun¬ 
ties  of  Worcester  and  Warwick. 

An  aft  for  better  cleaoftng,  light- 
ingand  witching  the  ftreets,  lanes, 
& c.  in  Dorchefter. 

An  aft  for  lighting  and  watching 
of  Camberwell  and  Beckham,  in 
burry. 

An  aft  for  making  and  main- 
taming;  a  navigable  canal,  from  ©r 
near  Stourbridge  in  W orceftermire, 
to  join  the  Staifordfhire  and  Wor- 
cede iib ire  canal  at  or  near  Stour- 


ton  in  StafFordfliire.  And  to  two- 
more  canal  bills,  two  road  and  ten 
private  bills. 

By  the  above  aft,  for  the  better 
fupplying  his  majefty ’s  fleet  with 
manners,  it  is  enafted,  that  all 
trading  iliips  fhall  be  allowed  to  be 
navigated  with  y-gths  of  their 
crew  foreigners*  till  the  25th  of 
March,  1777,  and  no  longer. 

Patrick  Haftings  and  John  , 
Clark  flood  in  the  pillory  at  J'  ' 
the  end  ol  Margaret-ftreet, .Caven- 
difh-fquare,  for  extorting  feveral 
funis  of  money  from  James  Lintott, 
by  charging  him  with  a  deteftable 
crime.  They  were  pelted  with 
apples,  potatoes,  eggs,  &c.  very 
feverely ;  and  conveyed  back  to 
Newgate,  to  undergo  the  remain¬ 
der  of  their  fentence,  which  is  two 
years  imprifonraent. 

Advice  was  received  at  the  ^ 
India-houfe  of  the  arrival  of 
tne  Northumberland  Indiaman,. 
which  had  been  a  miffing  fhip  for 
fome  time,  at  Liffiom  She  met 
with  a  violent  hurricane  near  the 
W  eftern  Iflands  the  latter  end  of 
F ebruary  laft,  by  which  ilie  broach¬ 
ed  to,  and  fprung  fo  large  a  leak, 
that  the  water  rufked  in  at  the 
rate  of  four  feet  deep  in  the  fpace 
of  an  hour,  fo  that;  notwithstanding 
the  captain,  and  all  hands,  by  turns, 
worked  at  the  pumps,  it  was  with 
the  utmoft  difficulty  they  brought 
her  into  port,  and  that  not  without 
feveral  feet  water  in  the  hold.  Bier 
cargo  was  damaged,  and-  a  large 
quantity  of  faltpetre,  which  made 
a  conlkkrable  part  of  it,  intirely  de- 
ftroyed.  But  ten  of  the  original 
crew  were  left,  all  the  reft  having 
died  with  the  fatigue  of  pumping 
day  and  night  on  the  voyage. 

By  private  letters  from  Dublin, 
there  arrived  the  melancholy  ac¬ 
count 
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count  that  a  malignant  fever,  had, 
tor  home  days  paft,  made  great 
havoc  in  that  city.  It  was  fup- 
pofed  by  the  faculty,  to  have  rifen 
from  a  criminals afflicted  with  the 
goal  diftemprr,  being  brought  into 
court  without  the  neceffary  pre¬ 
cautions  of  wailring  him,  ill  i  ft  in  g 
his  cloaths,  &c.  Upon  the  lift  of 
thofe  who  have  fallen  victims  to 
this  direful  diforder,  were  Fielding 
Ould,  Efq  j  high  iheriffdf  Dublin, 
an  aCtive,  worthy  magiftrate;  coun- 
fellor  Darby,  counlellor  Palmer, 
cfounfellor  Spring,  counfellor  Ridge, 
Charles  Caldwell,  Efq;  Mr.  Bol¬ 
ton,  Mr.  Erwin,  and  feveral  other 
attornies  and  perfons  whofebufmefs 
brought  them  into  court. 

By  letters  from  France,  thefport 
of  horfe-racing,  not  without  a  little 
mixture  of  gambling,  is  daily  in- 
creating  there.  They  have  had  two 
very  lately  in  one  day ;  the  hrft, 
between  the  Prince  of  Naftau  and 
the  Marquis  of  Fenelon,  who  both 
rode  their  own  horfes.  The  former 
loft  his  w*ager,  and  was  very  near 
lofing  his  life,  by  the  indifcretion 
of  one  of  the  fpedtators.  His  horfe 
fell,  and  the  marquis  who  was  un¬ 
der  him,  received  a  violent  hurt  on 
his  head.  The  other  race  was  be¬ 
tween  the  Duke  of  Chartres  and 
the  Duke  of  Lauzun.  The  Duke 
©f  Chartres’s  horfe,  which  won 
two  former  races,  was  beat  this 
lime  by  that  of  the  Duke  of  Lau¬ 
zun  ;  their  grooms  rode  this  race, 

-  which  was  for  200  loiiis  d'ors. 
Their  majefties,  and  great  part  of 
the  royal  family,  were  prefent  at 
this  entertainment,  which  was  ren¬ 
dered  more  agreeable  by  the  fine 
weather  they  had  for  fome  time. 
The  queen  frequently  affifts  atthefc 
amufements. 

Notwithstanding  this  fpirit  of 


dillipation,  many  national  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  lately  undertaken 
in  France.  Among  others,  aeon- 
fiiderable  commercial  company, 
actuated  by  a  true  fpirit  ol  patri- 
otifni,  have  formed  in  Paris,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  Caiffe  d’Efcompte , 
or  difcount  office,  an  eftabliftiment 
with  a  fund  of  fifteen  millions  of 
livres.  They  have  contracted  to 
difcount  bills  and  notes,  both  in 
peace  and  war,  without  ever, ex¬ 
ceeding  the  rate  of  four  per  cent, 
per  annum,  and  have  tied  thera- 
lelves  down  to  this  fingle  branch  ot 

,0 

bufinefs,  the  gold  and  filve'r  trade, 
and  to  receive  voluntary  depolits 
of  cafh,  without  meddling  in  any 
other  matters  whatfoever.  This 
new  eftabliftiment,  the  French 
fay,  is  an  improvement  of  the 
plan  of  the  bank  of  England, 
and  that,  as  the  regulations  rela- 

7  o 

tiye  to  its  adminiftrations,  its  di¬ 
vidends,  &c.  are  witely  calculated 
to  infure  luccefs,  it  is  probable  the 
profits  of  the  houfe  will  be  con¬ 
siderable  enough  to  enable  the  ad- 
miniftrators  to  lower  in  -a  little 
time  the  rate  of  intereft  to  three 
per  cent. 

A  new  eftabliftiment  equally  or 
more  uleful,  has  like  wile  been 
lately  formed  in  Madrid.  It  is  arl 
academy  under  the  title  of,  “  The 
friends  of  their  country.”  The 
defign  of  this  inftitution  is  to  ert- 
courage  agriculture,  manufactures, 
induffry,  arts,  and  trade,  which 
are  vifibly  decaying  in  Spain. 
The  prince  of  Afturias,  the  in-1 
fants  Don  Gabriel  and  Don  An¬ 
tonio.  alfo  the  marquis  de  St, 
Croix,  the  prince  Pignatelli, 
the  duke  de  Crillon,  the  count 
de  Montalvo,  the  illuftrious  Cam- 
pomanez,  and  other  grandees 
of  the  court,  have  caufed  their 
[tfj  *  names 
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names  to  be  infcribed  in  the  lift 
of  Academicians ;  and  the  king, 
ever  attentive  to  the  protection  of 
eftablifliments  advantageous  to  his 
Subjects,  hath  not  only  approved  of 
the  inftitution  and  ftatutes  of  this 
academy,  but  has  been  alfo  pleafed 
to  aftign  a  fum  of  money  for  an  an¬ 
nual  diftribution  of  two  premiums 
to  be  given  to  fuch  agricul Hirers, 
manufacturers,  or  artifts,  as  fliall 
diftinguifli  themfelves  in  their  Se¬ 
veral  profeflions, 

ExtraCt  of  a  letter  from  Dublin 
of  this  date. 

“  James  Wilfon,  Efq;  a  member 
of  our  parliament,  and  captain  of 
marines,  has  juft  now  fent  to  Lord 
George  Germaine,  a  memorial  to 
lay  before  his  majefty,  requesting 
leave  to  lay  down  his  commiflion, 
as  he  cannot,  he  fays,  confidently 
with  his  confidence,.  ferve  in  the 
prefent  difpute  againft  the  Ameri- 
cansi 

“  Captain  Wilfon,  in  the  year 
1760,  railed  a  hundred  and  thirty 
men  (as  the  purchase  of  his  com¬ 
pany)  on  his  own  eftate  in  Ireland, 
and  ferved  all  the  remainder  of 
the  war  in  actual  fervice  with  the 

hie  he  ft  credit  to  hknfeif.  ” 

^  • 

The  committee  on  the  W orcefter 
election,  after  fitting  forty  days  in 
hearing  the  examination  of  wit- 
nelfes  and  the  arguments  of  conn- 

O' 

fel,  and  five  days  deliberation, 
finally  determined,  that  the  fitting 
members,  Thomas  Bates  Rous,  and 

—  - - -  Walfh,  Efqrs.  are  duly 

cleCted.  It  is  computed  that  this 
election  has  eoft  the  parties  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty  thoufand  pounds. 

-  ^  On  taking  up  a  floor  in 

one  of  the  rooms  at  Somer- 
fet-houfe,  fome  bufliels  of  cockle¬ 
shells  were  found  in  the  cavity  be¬ 
tween  it  and  the  tinder  deling. 


Confidering  the  genius  of  the 
in  which  this  palace  was  built,  it 
is  very  probable  that  fome  magi¬ 
cal,  or  medicinal  purpofe  was  in¬ 
tended  by  this  depofit. 

Being  Eafter  Sunday,  was 
obferved  at  court,  and  elfie- 
where,  as  ufuaF. 

By  the  report  of  the  ftate  o.k, 
of  the  city  hofpitals  for  the 
laft  year,  laid  before  the  Lord-*- 
Mayor  this  day,  as  ufual,  at  St. 
Bride’s  church,  it  appeared, 

That  ail  the  patients  cured,  re- 
lieved,  buried,  and  remaining  un¬ 
der  cure  in  St.  Bartholomew’s  Hos¬ 
pital,  amounted  to  10,155.  Thofe 
in  St.  Thomas’s  to  7957. 

That,  in  Chrift’s  Hofpital,  142 
boys  had  been  put  out  and  provided 
for,  Seven  had  died,  and  that  1  132 
remained. 

That  in  Bridewell  1084  vagrants 
had  been  provided  for,  and  that  3,3 
apprentices  had  been  maintained  art 
trades,  &c. 

That  in  Bethlem  187  lunatics 
had  been  admitted,  190  cured,  iy 
buried,  and  244  remained  under 
cure. 

A  woman  who  keeps  a 
public  houfe  was  tried,  at 
the  quarter-feflions  held  at  Weft- 
minfter,  for  aflaulting  and  greafing 
the  chin  of  a  Jew  with  pork.  The 
jury  gave  a  verdiCt  for  the  plaintiff, 
with  iol.  damages. 

A  very  tragical  adventure  hap¬ 
pened  about  this  time  at  Lifie, 
between  the  regiments  of  Auvergne 
and  Maine,  which  were  in  garrifon 
there.  An  uniform  being  found 
in  one  of  the  guard-houfes,  fome 
of  thofe  who  found  it,  took  it  into 
their  heads,  that  it  belonged  to 
one  of  their  comrades  who  had 
been  killed ;  others  thought  that 
it  was  left  there  as  a  mark  of 

contempt. 
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contempt.  Some  were  for  burning 
it ;  others  thought  that  it  would 
he  beft  to  demand  fatisfadlion  of 
the  other  regiment :  this  advice 
prevailed.  Accordingly  a  day  and 
hour  being  fixed,  the  two  regi¬ 
ments  fought  againft  each  other 
with  fuch  fury,  that  a  great  num¬ 
ber  were  killed  and  wounded. 

_  .1  The  Caftilla,  a  Spanifih 

1 1  th«  £  c  c 

man  or  war  of  lixty  guns, 

took  fire  off  the  mouth  of  the  Ta¬ 
gus,  when  the  flames  reaching  the 
powder  room,  the  fhip  blew  up, 
and  all  on  board  perifihed. 

The  Dublin  Gazette  of 
^  '  this  date,  contains  a  no¬ 

tice,  dated  Dublin  Caftle,  March 
.27,  1776,  fignifying,  that  it  is 
his  ma  jelly’s  royal  pleafure,  that 
for  the  future,  the  Dublin  Gazette 
/hall,  as  nearly  as  po/llble,  be  put 
upon  the  fame  footing  as  the  Lou¬ 
don  Gazette  ;  and  that  it  fihalbcon- 
tain  no  other  articles  of  news  than 
fuch  as  are  authorized  by  his  ma- 
jefty’s  government  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  or  duly  authenticated  :  and 
his  Excellency  the  Lord-Lieute¬ 
nant  of  Ireland  has  appointed  Mr. 
W.  Rofeingrave  compiler  of  the 
faid  Dublin  Gazette. 

r  A  doubt  having  been 
I>^  '  ftarted  in  the  Houfe  of 

Lords,  whether  the'ir  lordfihlps 
could  legally  proceed  to  the  trial 
of  Elizabeth,  fly  ling  herfelf  Du- 
chefs  of  Kingflon ;  fhe  being  in- 
didted  as  the  wife  of  John  Au- 
guflus  Hervey  ;  and  the  judges, 
to  whom  the  matter  was  referred, 
having  made  anfwer,  that  having 
duly  conjidered  the  queflion  pro- 
pofed  j.-o  them,  they  were  clearly 
and  unananoufiy  of  opinion,  that 
their  lordihips  may  legally  proceed 
to  trial ;  this  day,  at  length,  their 
lord/liips  (after  fome  debates,  whe¬ 


ther  fhe  fliould  be  tried  at  their 
bar,  or  in  Weflminfler-Hall,  and 
feveral  delays  with  regard  to  the 
time,  on  account  of  the  interference 
of  the  terms)  attended  by  the 
judges,  feveral  of  the  maflers  ij* 
chancery,  garter  king  at  arms, 
the  ufher  of  the  black  rod,  and 
a  number  of  other  gentlemen,  at¬ 
tendant  on  the  lord  high  fleward 
pro  tempore,  went  in  proceflion  to 
Weftminfter-Hall,  and,  after  the 
ufual  ceremonies,  entered  immedi¬ 
ately  on  the  trial  ;  the  doors  of  the 
court  had  been  opened  by  feven 
in  the  morning ;  but  each  peer 
had  but  feven  tickets  of  ad- 
miflion  ;  a  debate  in  favour  of 
eight  lalied  but  a  fhort  time;  for  it 
was  proved  that  the  benches  were 
crowded  at  the  trials  of  Lord  By¬ 
ron  and  the  Earl  of  Ferrers,  when 
only  feven  were  delivered.  Her 
ladyfhip,  during  the  trial,  was 
permitted  to  remain  in  the  cuftody 
of  the  gentleman  ufher  of  the 
black  rod. 

[For  an  account  of  the  trial  it- 
felf,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  to  our 
Appendix.] 

The  feflions  at  the  Old-  , 
Barley  for  Middlefex  ended,  20 
when  five  convidts  received  fen- 
tence  of  death,  viz.  one,  for  having 
in  his  polfefiion  a  dye,  on  which 
was  impre fifed  the  refemblance  of 
a  fixpence;  one,  for  beaftiality*  one, 
for  healing  180  guineas  from  Ro¬ 
bert  Whitehead ;  one,  for  picking 
a  gentleman’s  pocket  of  his  purfe  ; 
and  one,  for  returning  from  trans¬ 
portation  :  and  on  the  1 8th  of 
June,  the  three  firft,  with  two  other 
convidts,  were  executed  at  Ty¬ 
burn.  One  of  them  acknowledged 
his  being  one  of  thofe  people  that 
attempted  to  rob  Mr.  Sandford’s 
ho-ufe,  in  Winchefter-flreet,  in 

[0]  3  which 
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which  attempt  Annftrong  was  iliot. 
Another  ‘  requefted,  that  feveral 
robberies,  & c.  committed  by  him, 
Should  be  made  known  to  the  in¬ 
jured  parties,  of  which  he  gave 
fome  particulars  ;  by  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  he  had  got  above  four  hun¬ 
dred  pounds,  m oft  of  it  in  ready 
money,  during  the  two  laft  years 
ot  his  life ;  and  in  fuch  capital 
fums  as  50  and  180  guineas  at  a 
time. 

n.  A  fire  broke  out  at  War- 
Zl ""  radine,  the  capital  of  Ef- 
clavonia,  by  which  feven  parts  out 
of  eight  of  that  large  and  opulent 
city  were  reduced  to  allies.  It  hap- 
ened  by  a  man’s  fihaking  the  to- 
acco  out  of  his  pipe  without  ex- 
tinguilhing  the  allies., 

1  About  fix  in  the  morning, 
•^-£>  her  Majefty  was  taken  with 
labour  pains,  notice  of  which  was 
immediately  fent  to  the  Archbiihop 
of  Canterbury,  the  fecretaries  of 
ftate,  and  feveral  of  the  nobility  $ 
and,  at  feven  o’clock,  her  Majefty 
was  fiifely  delivered  of  a  prince fs, 
being  her  eleventh  child,  and  all 
of  them  living. 

And  on  Sunday  evening,  the 
? 9th  of  May,  being  the  birth-day 
of  her  Majefty,  who  but  then  en¬ 
tered  her  thirty-third  year,  the  ce¬ 
remony  of  the  chriftening  of  the 
young  princefs  was  performed  in 
the  great  council  chamber,  by  his 
Grace  the  Archbiihop  of  Canter¬ 
bury.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  was 
named  Mary.  The  fponfors  were, 
Prince  Frederick  of  Helfe-CalFel, 
reprefen  ted  by  the  Earl  of  Hert¬ 
ford,  Lord-Chamberlain  of  his 
Majeftyh  -Houiliold  :  the  Duchefs 
of  Saxe-Gotha,  reprefented  by  the 
Duchefs  of  Argyle  ;  and  the  Prin- 
-pefs  Frederica  of  Mecjdenbiugh 
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Strelitz,  reprefented  by  the  Dow*? 
ager  Countefs  of  Effingham. 

On  this  happy  occafion,  both 
houfes,  and  the  lord-mayor,  &c. 
addrefted  his  Majefty,  as  ufual. 
But,  as  the  addrefs  of  the  latter  is 
not  altogether  in  the  ufual  ftile, 
our  readers  may  be  glad  to  fee  it. 
It  is  as  follows ; 

Moft  Gracious  Sovereign, 

Your  Majefty’s  loyal  fubjed^s, 
the  Lord-mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Commons  of  the  city  of  London, 
in  common-council  aflembled,  ap¬ 
proach  your  Majefty  with  their 
congratulations  on  the  happy  de¬ 
livery  of  their  moft  amiable  Queen, 
and  the  birth  of  another  Princefs  ; 
and  to  allure  your  Majefty,  that 
there  are  not,  in  all  your  doniR 
nions,  any  fubjedts  more  faithful,  . 
or  more  ready  to  maintain  the  true 
honour  and  dignity  of  your  crown, 
"They  will  continue  tp  rejoice  at 
every  event  which  adds  to  your 
Majefty’s  domeftic  felicity  j  and 
they  hope,  that  every  branch  of 
the  auguil  Houle  of  Brunfwick  will 
add  further  fecurity  to  thole  facred 
laws  and  liberties  which  their  an- 
ceftors  would  not  buffer  to  be  vio¬ 
lated  with  impunity,  and  which, 
in  confequence  of  the  glorious  and 
neceffary  Revolution,  that  iiluft 
trious  Houle  was  called  forth  £q 
protedl  and  defend. 

Signed,  by  order  of  Court, 

W  I  L  LI  AM  KlX, 

Hi's  Majejiy1  s  Anf%ver. 

1  thank  you  for  this  dutiful  ad¬ 
drefs  on  the  happy  delivery  of  the 
Queen,  and  the  birth  of  another 
Princefs. 

Thq  fecurity  of  the  lav/s  and 

liberties 
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liberties  of  my  people,  has  always 
been,  and  ever  Ihall  be,  the  object 
of  my  care  and  attention.” 

The  fubjefts  for  the  annual 
prizes  of  fifteen  guineas  each, 
given  by  the  Marquis  of  Granby, 
and  Richard  Croftes,  Elqj  repre- 
fentatives  for  the  imi.verhty  of 
Cambridge,  for  the  bell  exercifes 
in  Latin  profe,  are,  this  year,  for 
the  fenior  bachelojs,  “  Utrum  Im- 
perium  atque  Artes  humaniores 
Occidental  Curfu  Nationibus  fel'e 
deferant  ?”  For  the  middle  bache¬ 
lors,  “  An  Conftantinus  Imperii 
fui  Sedem  Jure  mutaverit  •?” 

f  ,  Died  the  Grand  Duchefs 
2  '  ofRuflia,  Petro\vna  Alexi- 

ev/na,  born  Princefs  of  Heffe- 
Darmlladt,  univerfally  and  fin- 
cerely  lamented  by  her  Imperial 
Ma  jelly,  the  Grand  Duke,  and  the 
whole  empire. 

Some  days  ago,  Capt.  -Kidd,  of 
-his  majelly  s  Hoop  Princefs  Anne, 
fell -in  with  a  fmuggier  dogger  in 
the  Frith  of  Forth  and  took  her. 
But  it  was  not  long-  before  another 

O 

fmuggling  veiled,  which,  as  it 
fince  appears,  meafures  66  feet 
keel,  carries  twenty-fix  pounders, 
with  thirty  fwivels,  and  is  navi¬ 
gated  by  eighty  flout  men,  came 
up  with  and  attacked  Capt  Kidd, 
killed  one  or  two  of  his  men,  and 
retook  the  dogger.  Upon  this, 
Capt.  Ogilvie’s  excife  yacht,  and 
the  Plazard  hoop  of  war,  failed  in 
quell  of  the  fmugglers  ;  but  the 
-  latter,  being  a  bad  failer,  did  not 
come  up  with  them  ;  and  when 
Capt.  Ogilvie  did,  he  durft  not 
venture  to  attack  them  alone. 

g  ^  The  governors  of  the  city 

of  London  Lying-in-Hofpi- 
tal  held  their  anniverfary  feaflatthe 
King’s-Arms  tavern  in  Cornhill. 
The  col  legion  at  the  church  and 
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dinner,  together  with  fome  late 
lubferiptions,  amounted  to  564F  4s. 
bclidesfome  legacies  lately  received 
to  the  amount  of  677k  2s.  6d. 
amongll  which  w  as  the  iumof  500I. 
bequeathed  to  this  charity  by  their 
late  worthy  prefident,  Barlow  Tre- 
cothick,  Elq ; 

Mr.  Axtell  was  brought  * 

,  r  Tr.  0,  2Qtil. 

into  the  court  of  King  s- 

Fench  to  receive  judgment  for 
printing  and  publiiliing  a  pam¬ 
phlet  called,  “  The  Crifis.’ — Sir 
Richard  Alton  read  feveral  extracts 
from  the  fame,  which  he  declared 
were  grofsly  libellous,  and  deferv- 
ing  of  punifhment.  Tlov/ever,  an 
affidavit  being  read,  in  which  the 
prifoner  declared  he  was  not  wrorth 
five  pounds,  the  court  paffed  fen- 
tence  of  but  three  months  impri- 
fonment  upon  him.  *  • 

Immediately  after  George  Allen 
appeared,  and  Robert  Holloway 
was  brought  into  court  to  receive 
judgment  j  the  former  for  print¬ 
ing  and  publiiliing,  and  the  latter 
for  writing  a  libellous  pamphlet, 
called  the  “  Rat  Trap.”  When 
his  lordfhip  pronounced  the  fen- 
tence  of  .the  court,  which  was  im- 
prifonment  for  one  month  to  the 
defendant  Allen ;  and  three  months 
longer  to  the  prifoner  Holloway, 
who  had  been  already  confined  a 
conliderable  time. 

At  a  court  of  common-council, 
heldatGuildhaJ.l,Mr,PIortonarofe, 
and  prefacing  his  motion  with 
fome  remarks  upon  the  expenditure 
nece-ifary  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 
the  mayoralty  :  h<T  faid,  that  for 
feveral  years  pafl,  although  the 
income  allowed  out  of  the  chamber 
was  but  4000I.  the  expence  was 
not  lefs  than  7000I.  and  upwards  ; 
he  thought  the  clofe  attendance 
upon  the  duties  of  the  office  a  fuffi- 
[<?]  4  dent 
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cient burthen;  but  that,  connected 
with  the  other  confederation,  it  was 
intolerable,  and  what  the  corpo¬ 
ration  ought  not  to  fuffer  to  be  en¬ 
dured  ;  he  fhould  therefore  move, 

That  it  be  referred  to  the  com^- 
mittee  appointed  to  examine  into 
the  bate  of  the  city's  cafli,  to  take 
Into  confederation  the  amount  of 
the  falary  and  certain  emoluments 
annually  allowed  in  the  corporation 
to  the  Lord-Mayor,  for  fupporting 
the  neceffary  expence  of  the 
mayoralty ;  and  that  the  faid  com¬ 
mittee  do  bate  their  opinion  to 
the  court  thereupon.”  This  was 
agreed  to  without  a  divilion. 

The  beginning  of  this  year,  the 
French  clergy  granted  his  Moft 
Chribian  Majefly  a  free  gift  of 
fixteen  millions  oflivres,  or  feyen 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  fieri  ing  ; 
which  his  majelly  has  acquiefced 
in ;  whilft  other  Roman  Catholic 
Rates  feem  refolved  to  take  another 
method  with  their  clergy. The 
fenate  of  Venice  are  faid  to  be  re¬ 
folved  to  fell  the  revenues  of  all  the 
monaberies  in  their  dominions. 
At  lead,  they  have  already  fold 
thofe  enjoyed  by  the  late  Mr. 
Sarvognano,  by  auction.  The 
produce,  however,  of  thefe  Tales 
is  to  be  kept  in  a  feparate  flock, 
out  of  which  the  monafieries  are 
to  b&  fupported,  and  the  red  is 
to  augment  the  revenues  of  the 
poored  bifhopricks  of  the  date,  in 
order  to  put  them  more  upon  an 
equality  with  the  red.  It  was  faid, 
however,  that  the  fenate  -intended 
to  fend  two  prelates  to  Rome,  with 
a  Commiflion  to  terminate  the  dif¬ 
ferences  in  an  amicable  manner. 
—The  court. of  Naples  has,  it  is 
faid,  refolved  to  purfue  the  fame 
courfe  with  the  fenate  of  Venice, 
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with  as  little  regard  to  the  pope’s 
permilTion. 

Mr.  Wilkes  made  his  an-  , 
nual  motion  in  parliament,  ** 
for  expunging  from  the  journals  of 
the  houfe,  the  refolution  for  his 
expulfion  ;  for  a  more  equal  repre-* 
fentation  of  the  people  ;  and.  for 
fhortening  the  duration  of  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  but  it  paired*  in  the  negative, 
186  to  92. 

The  charter  of  the  Dutch  Eaft- 
India  company  having  expired  in 
the  year  1773,  the  company,  under 
a  pretence  that  its  trade  had  de¬ 
clined,  folicited  the  States-General 
to1  grant  a  diminution  of  the  fum 
formerly  paid  for  the  renewal  of 
the  charter.  Upon  this,  their 
high  mightinefles,  in  order  to  have 
time  to  enquire  into  the  foundation 
of  this  requed,  prolonged  the  char-* 
ter  for  three  years,  upon  the  old 
footing  y  and  finding  fince  upon  en¬ 
quiry,  that  the  company  had  really 
met  with  great  lodes,  and  that  their 
trade  had  greatly  declined,  they 
complied  with  the  company’s  re-^ 
quell,  and  have  lately  granted  them 
a  new  charter  for  thirty  years,  for 
the  fame  term  as  the  former,  pay¬ 
ing  immediately  two  millions  of 
fiorins  indead  of  three  'millions* 
which  they  paid  before,  and  the 
fum  of  360,000  florins  yearly^ 
which  lad  fum,  however,  they 
were  allowed  to  make  good  in  mo* 
ney  or  goods.  In  confequence  of 
this  indulgence,  the  dock  of  the 
company  rofe  no  lefs  than  19  per 
cent,  in  about  bx  months. 

Died,  the  id  indant  ~ 
Mr.  John  Harman,  one  of 
the  mod  noted  adrologers  of  the 
age. 

The  2d,  The  Rev.  Mr.  Grainger, 
vicar  of  Shiplake,  Oxfordfliire,  an- 
. .  ,  .  ■  thor 
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thor  of  that  lifeful  and  entertaining 
work,  the  “  Biographical  Hittory 
of  England,  See.”  fuddenly,  by  the 
burtting  of  a  vettel  in  the  brain,  as 
he  was  adminiftering  the  facrament 
at  church.  [See  an  elegant  epi¬ 
gram  on  the  occafion,  in  our  arti¬ 
cle  of  Poetry.] 

The  1 8th,  Mr.  Ifaac  Sparks,  the 
celebrated  comedian  of  Smock- 
Alley  theatre,  Dublin. 

The  26th,  The  Rev.  Dr.  Bor- 

laoe,  Re&or  of - - ,  during 

the  long  fpace  of  57  years,  juftice 
ot  the  peace,  vice  warden  of  the 
ftannaries,  at  Cattle  Horneck,  in 
Cornwall,  aged  82  years. 

The  28th,  Mr.  Robert  Cook,  at 
Clifton,  Yorkfhire,  aged  107  years, 

Mr.  Rogers,  matter  of  the  Sun 
alehoufe  in  the  Borough,  a  dwarf 
four  feet  three  inches  high. 

The  30th,  the  famous  Mr* 
Wortley  Montague,  brother  to 
Lady  Bute,  at  Padua.  [See  fome 
account  of  this  gentleman’s  life, 
in  our  fecond  part . J 

Lately,  a  lady  of  large  fortune 
in  Weftminfter,  who  left  a  confi- 
cierable  legacy  to  her  footman  to 
hang  fourteen  favourite  cats. 

Captain  Panlliaw,  at  Deptford, 
aged  98.  He  has  left  a  large  for¬ 
tune  between  his  man  and  his  maid 
and  a  deferted  girl,  to  whom  he 
had  the  goodnefs  to  be  a  father, 
becaufe  fhe  had  no  mother,  and  her 
father  had  forfaken  her. 

Nathaniel  St.  Andre,  Efq  ;  well 
known  by  the  infamous  ttory  of 
Mary  Tofts,  the  rabbit  woman  ; 
whofe  cafe  was  urged,  by  a  learned 
cotemporary  divine,  as  a  comple¬ 
tion  of  a  prophecy  in  the  Revela¬ 
tions. 

William  G - ,  Efq;  who, 

having  been  left  18,000.  a  few 
months  before,  by  his  father,  lott 


it  all  by  gaming  in  lefs  than  a 
month  ;  in  the  Rules  of  the  King’s 
bench. 

David  Biar,  aged  117,  at  Fin- 
nerane,  in  the  county  of  Ciare, 
Ireland. 

Mr.  John  Mouat,  furgeon,  who, 
in  the  opinion  of  thofe  bett  ac¬ 
quainted  with  him,  was  1 36  years 
old,  at  Langholme,  in  the  county 
of  Dumfries,  Scotland 

LENT  ASSIZES, 

At  Hertford,  four  prifoners  were 
capitally  convicted. 

At  Chelmsford,  eight  ;  amongtt 
whom  was  Samuel  Norfolk  for  the 
murder  of  Sarah  his  wife.  He 
ttrongly  denied  being  guilty  of  the 
murder,  till  after  the  fentence  of 
death  was  patted  on  him  ;  when 
he  acknowledged  that  he  threw  her 
into  the  river,  and  afterwards  kept 
her  down  with  a  ftick  till  Hie  was 
drowned.  He  was  a  farmer  of 
Great  Coggefhall,  and  in  very 
good  circumttances  ;  and  his  wife, 
even  by  his  own  account,  a  woman 
of  the  greateft  diferetion  and  mild- 
nefs. 

At  Oxford,  two. 

At  W  inchefter,  four. 

At  Reading,  two  ;  one  of  whoui 
was  reprieved  ;  the  other,  for  bur-- 
glary,  left  for  execution. 

At  Salisbury,  nine  ;  but  all  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  the  above  attizes  came  on  the 
trials  of  the  four  candidates  for 
Hindoo,  in  confequence  of  the 
pr'ofecution  commenced  againtt 
them  all  by  the  attorney-general 
for  bribery,  by  order  of  the  houfe 
of  commons.  After  a  hearing* 
which  continued  for  two  days,  Ge¬ 
neral  Smith  and  Mr.  Hollis,  the 
late  fitting  members  for  the  bo¬ 
rough,  were  found  guilty.  Mr. 

>■  -  _  Calthorp 
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Calthorp  and  Mr.  Beckford,  the 
petitioners,  were,  upon  the  ftrong- 
€ih  and  cleared;  evidence,  acquit¬ 
ted, 

,  At  W orcefler,  Anne  Hale  only, 
for  the  murder  of  her  baftard  child, 
was  condemned  and  executed. 

At  Northampton,  three  were 
capitally  convicted  3  but  all  re¬ 
prieved,  except  one  for  a  burglary 
and  robbery.  “ 

At  Bedford,  one,  for  horfe- 
fiealing  ;  but  reprieved. 

At  Cambridge,  a  boy  for  a  bur¬ 
glary  j  but  reprieved. 

At  Maidftone,  eight  ;  amongft 
whom  was  Margaret  Ryan,  for  the 
wilful  murder  of  her  huiband,  She 
pleaded  guilty  ;  but  at  the  deiire 
ef  the  court,  flue  put  herfelf  on  her 
country.  She  appeared  to  be  near 
yo,  and  only  faid  in  her  defence 

the  deceafed  and  /he  had  words, 
and  the  dabbed  him  with  a  pen- 
fhiife.” 

At  York,  ten  £  among  whom 
were  Thomas  Aikney  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Boardingham,  for  the  murder 
©f  John  Boardingham,  huiband  to 
file  latter. 

On  their  trials  it  appeared  that 
Aikney  had  cohabited  with  her, 
during  her  husband’s  confinement 
in  York  Caftle  for  fmuggling  | 
and  that,  foon  after  his  releafe  and 
return  to  Flambrough,  ihe  went 
off  with  Aikney  into  Lincolnffiire, 
where  they  continued  three  months  ; 
that,  previous  to  their  going  off, 
lire  had  frequently  urged  Aikney 
to  murder  her  huiband,  but  that 
he,  to  avoid  yielding  to  her  in- 
treaties,  perfuaded  her  to  elope  ; 
that,  notwithstanding  ihe  was 
kindly  received  on  her  return 
home,  ihe  feemed  inflexibly  bent 
Oft  her  hu&andk  deftrudtion,  aad 


renewed  her  folicitations  that 
Aikney  would  effect  it. 

hie  at  length  agreed  to  accom¬ 
pli  Hi  the  horrid  defign,  for  which 
purpofe  ihe  pro  mi  fed  to  let  him 
into  the  houfe  in  the  night  time  j 
that,  eight  days  after  her  return, 
viz.  the  13th  of  February,  about 
eleven  at  night,  ihe  awakened  her 
huiband,  by  acquainting  him  that 
ihe  heard  a  node  at  the  door,  on 
which  the  unfortunate  man  put  on 
his  coat  and  waiftcoat,  and  went 
down  Fairs,  where  Aikney,  lying 
in  wait  for  his  coming,  ftabbed 
him  firft  in  the  thigh,  and  after- 
wards  on  the  left  fide,  leaving  the 
knife  in  the  wound.  Boardingham 
made  to  the  ftreet,  and  cried  opt 
murder  ;  in  the  mean  time  Aik¬ 
ney  efcaped. 

A  neighbour  came  to  his  allift- 
ance,  and  found  him,  holding  in 
one  hand  the  bloody  knife  juft 
drawn  out  of  the  wound,  and  with 
the  other  fupporting  his  bowels 
that  'were  falling  from  his  body, 
He  languiftied  till  next  day,  when 
he  expired  in  great  agonies.  The 
knife  was  produced  in  court,  and 
proved  to  be  Aikney ’s,  who,  on 
being  afleed  if  he  had  any  thing  to 
advance  in  his  defence,  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  truth  of  the  evidence, 
and  received  his  fentencc  with  re» 
Agnation. 

Elizabeth  Boardingham’s  body 
was  burnt  to  allies,  and  Thomas 
Aikney ’s  fen  t.  to  the  infirmary  at 
Leeds  for  diffection. 

At  the  fame  affixes  a  caufe  was 
tried,  wherein  Mrs.  Saunderfon 
was  plaintiff,  and  a  maltfter  de¬ 
fendant,  for  non-performance  of  a 
promife  of  marriage.  The  jury 
found  for  the  plaintiff,  with  100L 
damages.  The  defendant  is  60 

years 
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ja ars  of  age,  and  the  plaintiff  up¬ 
wards  of  50. 

At  Stafford,  fix  were  capitally 
convided  ;  one  of  whom  was  for 
the  murder  of  her  own  daughter, 
an  infant,  aged  ten  weeks. 

At  Derby,  one  for  the  murder 
of  Mrs.  Mary  Yickars,  Dec.  18, 

1774*  .  r 

At  Norwich,  lour. 

At  the  fame  allizes  came  on  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  Juftice  Willes,  and  a  fpe- 
cal  jury,  an  adion  of  debt,  brought 
by  Pinkney  Wilkinfon,  Efq;  a- 
gainft  a  clergyman,  in  order  to 
recover  the  fum  of  Sol.  for  eight 
months  non-refidence  on  his  living 
in  this  county,  when  the  jury 
found  a  verdid  for  the  plaintiff, 
fubjed  to  the  opinion  of  the  Court 
of  King’s  Bench,  upon  the  follow¬ 
ing  queffion,  ‘  Whether  the  want 
cl  a  parfonage-houfe  is  a  lufficient 
excufe  for  the  defendant’s  abfence 
from  his  living,  and  a  total  ne- 
gled  of  bis  duty.’  See  p.  14.1.  for 
the  opinion  of  the  court  hereupon. 

At  Dorchefter,  one,  for  horfe- 
ftealing,  but  reprieved. 

At  Shrewsbury,  four. 

At  Kingfton,  nineteen  :  four¬ 
teen  of  whom  were  afterwards  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Bury,  four ;  but  all  after¬ 
wards  reprieved. 

At  the  fame  allizes,  a  livery  fer- 
vant  brought  an  adion  againft  a 
juftice  of  the  peace  for  falfe  im- 
prifonment,  being  committed  for 
going  out  with  his  mafter’s  grey¬ 
hounds,  by  his  mafter’s  order,  and 
killing  a  hare.  The  jury,  who 
were  lpecial,  deeming  it  an  ad  of 
oppreftion,  found  for  the  plaintiff 
with  cofts  of  fuit. 

At  Eaft  Grinftead,  one  was  ca¬ 
pital  ly  convided,  but  reprieved. 

At  Exeter,  four. 


At  Warwick,  feven  ;  four  of 
whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Launcefton,  one,  for  the 
murder  of  her  baftard  child. 

At  Lancafter,  tw o.  Fourteen 
more,  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  riot  at  Liverpool,  were,  by  the 
clemency  of  the  judge  and  prole- 
enters,  Puffer ed  to  go  on  board  one 
of  his  majefty’s  films  of  war  des¬ 
tined  for  America. 

At  Gloucefter,  feven  were  capi¬ 
tally  convided. 

At  Monmouth,  one,  who  was 
afterwards  reprieved. 

At  Taunton,  nine. 

At  Briftol,  four  ;  but  all  re¬ 
prieved. 

Huntingdon  and  Hereford  allizes 
proved  maiden  ones. 

At  Hereford  affixes,  an  adion  of 
lingular  importance  to  all  traders 
in  hops  was  tried,  between  Mr. 
Beezley,  of  Worcefter,  plaintiff, 
and  Air.  Higgins,  of  Hereford, 
defendant,  to  recover  Patisfadioa 
for  a  parcel  of  fiops  fold  in  Qdo- 
ber  laft  by  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  which  turned  out  to 
be  badly  cured,  and,  on  that  ac¬ 
count  unmarketable.  The  event 
of  this  adion  (which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  all  hop  planters  will  record 
in  their  minds)  was,  that  the  de¬ 
fendant  was  compelled  to  take  the 
hops  again  $  refund  the  price  ;  pay 
intereft,  and  for  warehoufe  room  ; 
and  allow  a  moderate  profit  to  the 
plaintiff,  which  he  of  courfe  would 
have  made  if  the  hops  had  been 
found  ;  and  alfo  to  pay  cofts. 

A  new  regulation  was  ordered 
to  take  place  for  the  future  at  all 
the  country  allizes  ;  which  is,  that 
all  perfons  condemned,  and  after¬ 
wards  pardoned,  are  to  be  tranff- 
poi'ted  forthy/ith,  and  not  to  lie 

till 
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till  another  aflize  to  plead  their 
pardon,  as  hitherto  had  been  the 
cuftom. 


¥  A  Y. 

*  By  a  proclamation  blued 

the  1 2th  ult.  and  to  take 
place  this  day,  no  guineas,  half¬ 
guineas,  or  quarter-guineas,  more 
deficient  in  weight  than  the  rates 
fpecified  in  the  table  following  ^ 

W- 


^Guineas  coined  prior 
to  the  firft  of  Ja¬ 
nuary  1772, 

Half-guineas  during  1 
the  fame  period,  J 
Quarter-guineas,  dur-  \ 
ing  the  fame  period,  J 
are  to  be  allowed  to  be  current,  or 
to  pafs  in  any  payment  whatfoever, 
in  Great-Britain,  except 

d<wts> 

Guineas  coined  prior 
to  the  1  ft  of  Janua¬ 
ry  1  772,  weighing 
Half-guineas,  during  | 
the  fame  period,  j 
Quarter-guineas,  dur-  \ 

ingthefameperiod,  |  1  ? 

which  were,  till  the  19th  of  Au- 
guft  following,  jnclufively,  to  pafs 
in  payments  to  be  made  at  the  re¬ 
ceipt  of  the  Exchequer,  or  to  the 
collectors  or  receivers  of  the  re^* 
venues  in  Great  Britain,  or  to  the 
governor  and  company  of  the  Bank 
of  England,  or  to  fuch  other  per- 
fon  or  perfons  as  fhall  be  ap¬ 
pointed  by  the  lords  commiftioners 
of  the  treafury,  or  any  three  of 
them,  or  the  Bank,  to  receive  and 
exchange  the  fame  for  gold  of  the 
weight  mentioned  in  the  firft  table. 
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fuch  appointments  to  be  published 
in  the  London  Gazette. 

On  this  occafion,  three  or  four 
large  fums,  in  light  gold,  were  loft 
in  their  way  to  London,  by  being 
packed  up,  without  any  other  pre¬ 
caution,  in  parcels,  which,  though 
big  enough  to  conceal  the  bulk, 
were  not  heavy  enough  to  drown 
the  weight,  of  fo  ponderous  a  me¬ 
tal. 

A  demurrer  in  the  caufe,  the 
king  againft  John  Hart,  Efqj  for 
ufurping  the  office  of  Alderman  of 
the  city  of  London,  was  argued  in 
the  court  of  King’s-Bench,  when 
it  was  unanimoufty  refolved,  tha£ 
the  election  was  void. 

The  Governors  of  the  Mag-  , 
dalen  charity  dined  together, 
when  the  collection  amounted  to 
t.ooyl.  13s.  6d, 

Whitehall ,  May  3.  The  King 
has  been  pleafed  to  order  letters 
patent  to  be  pafled  under  the 
great  feal  of  Great-Britain,  con- 
ftituting  and  appointing  Richard 
Lord  Vifcount  Howe,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  the  Honour¬ 
able  William  Howe,  Efq;  Major- 
General  of  his  Majefty’s  forces, 
arid  General  of  his  Majefty  forces 
in  North-America  only,  to  be  his 
Maiefty’s  commiftioners  for  reftor- 
ing  peace  to  his  Majefty’s  colonies 
and  plantations  in  North-America  ; 
and  for  granting  pardon  to  fuch  of 
his  Majefty’s  fubjeCts  there,  now 
jn  rebellion,  as  ftiall  deferve  the 
royal  mercy. 

His  Majefty  hath  alfo  been 
pleafed  to  nominate  and  appoint 
Henry  Strachy  ,  Efq;  to  be  fecre- 
tary  to  the  faid  commiflion. 

And  about  this  time,  or  foon 
after,  General  Howe  was  invefted 
with  full  power  to  grant  commif- 
fions  of  every  rank. 

6t h.  The 
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The  liege  of  Quebec  was 
raifed  ;  and  foon  after  Ge¬ 
neral  Carleton  iftued  two  procla¬ 
mations  :  by  one  of  which  he 
forbid  fuch  of  its  former  inhabi¬ 
tants,  with  their  wives  and  chil¬ 
dren,  as  had  been  baniihed  the 
town  before  the  liege,  on  account 
ol  their  not  joining  in  its  defence, 
to  attempt  coming  back,  without 
a  fpecial  licence  under  his  hand, 
or  that,of  the  lieutenant-governor  : 
by  the  other,  he  invited  fuch  of 
the  Provincials  as  might  be  hiding 
in  the  woods,  particularly  the  lick 
and  wounded,  in  danger  of  perilli- 
ing  for  want  of  neceftaries,  to  come 
in  and  be  taken  fome  care  of ; 
with  a  promife  to  difmifs-  them 
when  able  to  fet  out  for  their  own 
homes. 

h  Was  held  the  anmverfary 
meeting  of  the  fans  of  the 
clergy.  The  collections  at  the  per¬ 
formances  in  church,  and  feaft, 
were  as  follow  :  at  St.  Paul’s  1 97I. 
at  ditto,  280I.  ns.  6d.  at  Mer- 
chant-Taylors  Hall,  392I.  6s. 

Total,  869k  17s.  6d. 

Sir  Robert  Murray  Keith 
took  leave  of  his  Majefty, 
being  foon  to  fet  out  on  his  em- 
balfy  to  the  court  of  Vienna. 

An  ox  of  an  extraordinary  mag¬ 
nitude,  fed  by  Plenry  Lutwidge, 
Efq;  at  Cooper’s-Hill,  was  killed 
at  Wigan,  in  Lancafhire.  It  mea- 
fured,  when  living,  16  hands  in 
height,  and  9  feet  2  inches  in  girt 
o.ver  the  part  called  the  faddle  ; 
and  weighed  15681b.  After  it  was 
llaughtered,  there  were  taken  from 
it  1 861b.  of  tallow.  The  firloin, 
which  weighed  6ylb.  was  nine 
inches  deep  in  fat  ;  and  the  rump 
weighed  77  lb.  both  of  them  cut 
as  fcant  as  poilible., 
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At  the  anniverfary  meet-  , 

ing  of  the  fociety  for  the  ' 
difcharge  and  relief  oi  perfons  im- 
prifoned  for  final  1  debts,  it  ap¬ 
peared,  by  accounts  laid  before  the 
fociety,  that,  ftnce  its  inftitution, 
3591  debtors  had  been  releafed, 
and  reftored  to  their  families  ;  and 
a  confiderable  fum  was  collected 
towards  extending  this  charitable 
defign. 

Sir  Robert  Ainftie,  late  ^ 

appointed  ambaflador  to 
the  court  of  Conftantinople,  took 
leave  of  his  Majefty,  being  in  a 
few  days  to  fet  out  on  his  embaffy. 
Henry  Higden,  Efq;  late  fecretary 
to  Lord  Suffolk,  is  appointed  fe¬ 
cretary  to  this  embafty. 

During  an  audience  of 
leave  which  Prince  Repnin, 
ambaffador  extraordinary  at  the 
Porte  from  Ruflia,  had  this  day  of 
the  grand  vizir,  one  of  his  officers, 
even  in  his  prefence,  threw  off  his 
uniform  and  hat,  and  called  for 
a  turban,  declaring  he  was  a  true 
and  faithful  Mahometan.  But  his 
excellency  having  talked  to  him, 
in  the  Ruffian  language,  and  re¬ 
claimed  him,  the  grand  vizir 
caufed  him  to  be  returned  ;  which 
however,  was  not  the  cafe  with 
about  twenty  other  Ruffians,  who 
turned  Mahometans. 

A  few  days  ago  came  on  to  be 
argued  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  a  fpecial  cafe,  referved  at 
the  Norfolk  alfizes,  in  a  caufe  be¬ 
tween  Pinkney  Wilkinfon,  Efq; 
plaintiff,  and  a  clergyman  defen¬ 
dant,  upon  the  following  queftion, 
whether  the  want  of  a  parfonage- 
houfe  is  a  fuflicient  excufe  for  a 
clergyman’s  abfenting  himfelf  from, 
and  neglecting  the  care  of  his  liv¬ 
ing.  The  court  were  unanimoufly 

of 
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of  opinion,  that  the  want  of  a 
parfonage-houfe  is  not  an  excufe 
for  nan-refidence  ;  bat  that  in  fuch 
cate  a  clergyman  is  obliged  to  bo 
refkient  upon  his  living,  and  to 
perform  his  parochial  duty,  and 
tor  that  purpofe  muft  hire  an  ha¬ 
bitation  in  or  near  his  pariih  ;  and 
accordingly  judgment  was  pro¬ 
nounced  for  the  plaintiff. 

j  The  royal  affent  was 
^  '  given,  by  commihion  to 
the  following  bills,  viz. 

The  bill  for  railing  a  certain 
fom,  by  loans  on  Exchequer  bills, 
for  foe  fervice  of  the  prefent  year. 

The  bill  more  effectually  to  pre¬ 
sent  the  ffealing  or  deffroying  of 
deer  in  Great-Britaih. 

The  bill  for  fecuring  a  fund  be¬ 
longing  to  certain  perfons  of  the 
theatre  in  Covent-Garden,  and  ao- 
placable  to  charitable  purpofes. 

The  bill  to  continue  the  corpo¬ 
ration  of  guardians  of  the  poor  in 
foe  hie  of  Wight. 

The  bill  to  remove  the  danger 
©f  fire  amonyff  the  Blips  in  the 
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port  of  Bnffol. 

The  bill  to  amend  an  adt  for 
lighting  and  paving  Portsmouth. 

The  bill  for  the  better  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  pilchard  fiffiery 
within  the  Bay  of  St.  Ives. 

The  bill  to  declare  his  majeffy’s 
natural-born  fubjeCls  inheritable  to 
the  eftates  oi  their  anceffors  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

The  bill  for  granting  a  .-bounty 
on  flax- feed,  the  growth  of  the 
Auffnan  Netherlands,  imported 
into  Ireland. 

The  bill  to  indemnify  perfons 
who  have  omitted  to  qualify  them™ 
felves  for  offices  or  employments 
within  the  time  limited  by  lawn 

The  bill  for  better  fupplytng  the 
lews,  of  Brecknock  with  water, 
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and  for  paving  and  lighting  the 
ffreets  therein. 

The  bills  to  diffolve  foe  mar¬ 
riages  of  Charles  Horneck,  Efqj 
and  ofDodlor  John  Elliot. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  other  public 
and  private  bills  ready  for  that 
purpofe,  to  the  amount  of  fifty 
and  upWards. 

Lord  Ravenfworth  moved  in  the 
houie  of  lords,  that  the  comraif- 
fioners  of  excife  be  defined  to  write 
to  all  meh  perfons  as  they  had  rea- 
fon  to  fufpedt  had  filver-plate,  and 
had  not  paid  the  dfity,  and  to  re¬ 
turn  to  the  houfe  the  names  of  inch 
perfons  as  had,  or  had  not  paid  it, 
on  the  fir  if  day  of  next  fefiions-. 
This  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Happened  the  ail  air  of  the  Ce¬ 
dars,  not  perhaps  fo  remarkable 
for  the  defeat  of  a  pretty  large- 
body  of  provincials,  as  the  handle 
made  of  it  by  the  continental  con- 
grefs  to  charge  the  Britiih  troops 
with  the  molt  wanton  cruelty  > 
whereas  it  has  been  fince  proved 
that  their  behaviour  had  been  quite 
the  reverfe. 

The  opinion  of  the  court  t 
of  Common-Pleas  was  fo-  r4,-ilr 
lemnly  delivered  by  all  the  judges 
upon  a  motion  for  an  arreft  of 
judgment,  in  a  caufe  Wherein  Mrs. 
Baddeley,  comedian,  was  defen¬ 
dant.  -The  court  was  unanimous 
in  granting  the  motion,  but  Teemed 
to  differ  as  to  the  principles.  The 
chief  juffice  declared,  that  as  a 
feme  covert,  and  net  fubjedt  to  the 
iocal  cuftora  of  any  trading  com¬ 
munity,  foe  could  not  be  fued,  and 
was  by  law  equally  incapable  of 
fufog.  His  lordfhip  adduced  feve¬ 
ral  cafes,  which  clearly  proved, 
that  by  the  common  law  of  this 
country,  a  married  woman,  not 
under  influence  of  locality,  cannot 

be 
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be  made  accountable  for  any  debts 
ilie  may  contract. 

,  The  congrefs,  confider- 
1 5tn-  ing  the  United  Colonies 
as  excluded  by  the  capture-adts 
from  the  protection  of  the  crown 
of  Great-Britain,  recommended  to 
the  refpedtive  colonies,  to  adopt 
fuch  form  of  government,  as  fliould 
bell;  conduce  to  the  happinefs  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  fafety  of 
America. 

^  The  attorney-general 

came  into  the  court  of 
King’s-Bench,  and  moved  for 
judgment  againft  General  Smith, 
for  bribing  the  electors  of  the  bo¬ 
rough  of  Hindon :  Mr.  Juftice 
Willes  dated  the  evidence  againll; 
him.  As  foon  as  he  concluded, 
Serjeant  Davy  and  Mr.  Mansfield 
endeavoured  to  mitigate  the  fen- 
tence,  by  Brewing  how  much  the 
general  had  already  been  punifhed 
for  his  offence,  the  great  expence 
he  was  at,  and  likely  to  be  at.  In 
anfwer  to  what  was  urged 'in  his 
favour,  the  attorney-general  in¬ 
filled,  that  the  reafons  given  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  him,  only  aggravated  his 
guilt.  Lord  Mansfield  then  began, 
by  exprefiling  his  concern  that  the 
defendant  had  brought  hinifelf  into 
fo  difagreeable  a  fuuation,  purfued 
the  attorney-general’s  idea,  that  as 
to  the  expence,  the  general  brought 
it  on  himfelf  by  procuring  a  return 
by  corruption  that  the  voters  be¬ 
ing  willing  to  receive  bribes,  was 
no  juftification  of  the  giver  ;  that 
fuch  punishment  fhould  be  imfiidled 
as  would  compel  the  candidate  to 
be  honeft  ;  that  the  prefent  cafe 
was  of  the  moll  ferious  nature.  An 
officer  of  the  crown,  on  behalf  of 
the  public,  prolecuted  to  convic¬ 
tion  a  man  endeavouring  fo  get 
into  the  fenate  by  corruption  ;  this 


crime  called  for  ample  puniibment 
by  way  of  example  ;  it  was  the 
firft  inftance  ol  the  kin**  heard  of, 
and  fhould  be  maturely  confidered, 
as  it  would  be  impollible  to  pre- 
ferve  the  conftitution  from  ruin,  if 
courts  of  juftice  did  not  adt  with 
vigor,  when  fuch  matters  came  be¬ 
fore  them.  His  lordftiip  then  or¬ 
dered  the  general  for  the  prefent 
to  Hand  committed,  and  to  be 
brought  up  the  firft  day  of  next 
term,  to  receive  whatever  fentence 
the  court  fhould  think  proper  to 
pronounce.  Mr.  Hollis,  the  other 
candidate,  Handing  upon  the  fame 
ground,  v/as  dilmiffed  in  the  fame 
manner  ;  and  both  fent  to  the 
King’s-Bench  prifon. 

The  following  bills  were  , 
paffed  by  commiffion  : 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  ma- 
jefty  a  certain  lum  out  of  the  fink¬ 
ing  fund. 

The  bill  to  enable  his  majefty  to 
raile  the  fum  of  one  million,  for 
the  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

The  bill  for  granting  to  his  ma¬ 
jefty  feveral  duties  on  coaches  and 
other  carriages  ;  alfo  upon  inden¬ 
tures,  leafes,  bonds,  and  other 
deeds  ;  likewife  upon  cards,  dice, 
and  news-papers  :  and  for  railing 
two  millions  by  annuities  and  a 
lottery. 

The  bill  for  railing  a  certain  fum 
by  loans  on  exchequer-bills. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  infolvent 
debtors,  and  bankrupts,'  in  certain 
cafes. 

The  bill  to  difiolve  the  marriage 
of  Sir  Thomas  Charles  Bunbury 
with  his  now  wife,  and  to  enable 
him  to  marry  again. 

The  bill  for  eredting  light— 
houfes  and  land-marks  in  the  port 
of  Chefter,  for  the  better  fecurity 
of  Ihipping. 
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The  bill  to  explain,  amend,  and 
reduce  into  one  aft,  the  general 
Jaws  in  being,  for  the  better  pre- 
fervation  of  turnpike  roads. 

The  bill  for  the  farther  encou¬ 
ragement  of  the  whale-fifhery,  car¬ 
ried  on  from  Great  Britain  and  Ire¬ 
land. 

The  bill  for  allowing  the  ex¬ 
portation  of  a  certain  quantity  of 
wheat  and  other  articles  to  the  fu- 
gar  colonies  in  America,  and  to 
the  ifland  of  St.  Helena,  and  other 
fettlements  belonging  to  the  Eaft- 
India  Company. 

The  bill  for  allowing  corn, 
grain,  and  floitr,  imported  into 
the  port  of  Prefton,  to  be  landed 
without  payment  of  the  duties. 

.  The  bill  for  draining,  impro¬ 
ving,  and  preferving  certain  fen 
&nd  wade  lands  near  Sandwich. 

And  alfo  to  feveral  road,  inclo- 
fure,  and  private  bills. 

By  the  coach  aft  an  additional 
duty  cf  20s.  per  annum  is  laid  on 
all  coaches,  Berlins,  &c.  except 
hackney-coaches,  and  a  duty  of 
5I.  per  annum  on  ftages  ;  notice 
to  be  given,  and  payment  made, 
agreeable  to  an  aft  20  Geo.  I.  The 
ciaufe  in  the  faid  aft,  exempting 
perfons  from  paying  for  more  than 
five  carriages,  is  repealed. 

By  the  new  aft  with  refpeft  to 
damps,  an  additional  duty  of  is. 
is  laid  on  all  indentures,  bonds, 
&C.  heretofore  liable  to  a  drilling 
damp  ;  an  additional  duty  of  6d. 
on  every  pack  of  playing-cards, 
and  2s.  6d.  on  every  pair  of  dice 
made  for  fale  ;  an  additional  duty 
of  one  halfpenny  on  every  iheet  or 
half-fheet  of  news-paper.  Com- 
miffifmers  may  provide  a  new 
Jftamp,  to  denote  all  the  feveral  du¬ 
ties  ;  and,  after  July  5,  1776,  all 
vellum,  &c.  liable  to  the  new  duty, 
to  be  carried  to  the  damp-office, 


&c,  before  it  is  printed  or  wrote 
on.  Perfons  counterfeiting  damps 
to  differ  death  as  felons.  Selling 
cards  to  be  played  with,  after  the 
Cover  has  been  broke  open,  5I. 
penalty. 

By  returns  made  from  the  goals 
throughout  the  kingdom,  it  ap¬ 
pears,  that  there  Ure  upwards  of 
8000  debtors  in  the  different  pri- 
fon§  waiting  to  take  the  benefit  of 
the  infolvent-aft. 

His  majedy  v^ent  to  the  , 
hoiife  of  peers,  and,  after  be¬ 
ing  addreffed  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  gave  the  royal 
affent  to  the  following  bills,  vi t. 

The  bill  to  oblige  the  overfeers 
of  the  poor,  Within  the  feveral  pa- 
riflies  and  places  in  England, 
which  are  not  under  the  provifion 
of  former  afts,  to  make  returns 
upon  oath  relative  to  the  date  of 
their  poor. 

The  bill  to  alter  the  mode  of 
punifhiTlent  of  felons  fentenced  for 
tranfportation,  to  hard  labour  in 
England. 

The  bill  to  diffolve  the  marriage 
of  the  Rev.  John  Jenkins  ,with 
Mary  Jenkins,  his  wife. 

The  bill  relating  to  the  Duke  of 
St.  Alban’s  edate,  and  fome  other 
bills. 

And  then  His  Majedy  put  an 
end  to  the  feffions,  by  a  mod  graci¬ 
ous  fpeech  ;  which  the  reader  will 
find,  as  alfo  the  Speaker’s  addreff, 
among  other  State  Papers. 

The  new  hall,  called  Free  Ma* 
fon’s  Flail,  in  Great  Queen-ftreet, 
Lincoln’s-inn-fields,  was  dedicated 
with  great  folemnity  ;  great  nuitt-4 
bers  of  drangers  being  prefent  ; 
particularly  ladies,  who  were  treat¬ 
ed  with  great  politenefs.  Doftor 
Dodd  preached  the  fermon  oft  the 
occafion. 

Being  Holy  Thurfdscy,  8,400 

charity 
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charity  children,  educated  in  the 
different  fchools  of  London  and 
Weftminfter,  met,  and  heard  di¬ 
vine  fervice  performed  at  Chrift- 
Church,  according  to  annual  cuf- 
tom. 

,  The  general  affembly  of 

z^t  ’  the  church  of  Scotland  met 
at  Edinburgh,  and  chofe  the  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Ker  their  moderator; 
Lord  Cathcart  was  his  majeily's 
high  commiffioner  on  the  occafion; 

,  The  feffions  ended  at  the 

Old-Baiiey,  when  two  cri¬ 
minals,  for  murdering  Jofeph  Peer- 
fon,  a  cuitom-houfe  officer,  on  the 
Uth  of  April  laft;  two,  for  coin¬ 
ing;  and  fifteen  others,  for  various 
other  capital  crimes,  received  ien- 
tence  of  death;  forty- one  were 
branded  in  the  hand,  of  whom  fe- 
veral  were  ordered  to  be  impriloned 
for  i'ome  time  in  Newgate;  four 
were  ordered  to  be  whipped  ;  and 
eighteen  difeharged  by  proclama¬ 
tion.  With  the  two  coiners  was 
tried  one  Hannah  Horner,  as  an 
acceflarv,  who  having  a  fine  child 
about  four  months  old  at  her  breait, 
greatly  affedled  the  whole  court. 
On  her  acquittal,  fhe  fell  into  tears ; 
and  after  paying  her  refpedls  to  the 
court  and  jury,  firft  embraced  her 
little  innocent ;  and  then,  in  a 
kind  of  frenzy,  leized  the  unhappy 
father,  one  of  the  coiners,  in  her 
arms,  and  was  with  difficulty  difen- 
gaged  from  him,  expreffing  more 
anxiety  for  his  life  than  for  her 
own.  At  the  fame  inftant,  on  the 
conviction  of  the  other  coiner,  a 
well-dreffed  young  woman  in  the 
gallery  burft  into  a  loud  fit,  cry¬ 
ing  out  repeatedly  to  the  lord- 
mayor  and  judges,  “  Gentlemen, 
fpare  my  father  !  mercy  !  mercy ! 
to  my  dear  father  \”  and  then 
Vol.  XIX.  1776, 


falling  down  on  the  floor,  was  car¬ 
ried  out  of  court  in  great  agonies. 

The  two  murderers  were  exe¬ 
cuted  on  the  27th.  Thepoorman 
they  had  murdered  was  one  of  four 
cuflom-houfe  officers,  who,  having 
previous  intelligence  that  a  quan¬ 
tity  of  tea  was  to  be  run  in  the 
night,  way-laid  the  fmugglers, 
near  Deptford  turnpike ;  butpoffi- 
bly  the  lame  perfon  who  gave  the 
information  to  the  officers  might 
alarm  the  fmugglers,  who,  having 
made  themfelves  drunk  for  mil- 
chief,  inifead  of  running  the  tea, 
armed  themfelves  with  clubs  and 
bludgeons  to  hunt  the  officers ;  the 
unfortunate  deceafed  was  overtaken 
in  the  purfuit,  and  beat  fo  unmer¬ 
cifully,  that  he  died,  after  being 
conveyed  to  the  hofpital,  in  great 
agonies.  They  were  convicted  on 
the  evidence  of  an  accomplice  ;  but 
there  were  other  corroborating 
proofs  againA  them,  though  none 
to  their  being  the  identical  perfons 
who  gave  the  blows.  One  Gipfey 
George,  a  noted  fmuggkr,  was 
their  employer,  and  hired  the  whole 
gang,  twenty  in  number,  to  pur- 
fue  the  officers. 

Moll  of  the  other  capital  convifts 
were  refpited ;  the  reit,  of  whom 
the  two  coiners,  and  an  elderly*" 
man,  for  being  concerned,  with  his 
fon  in  robbing  the  foil’s  mafler, 
made  a  part ;  with  another  con- 
•  ffitedin  February  feffions  for  writ¬ 
ing  3  threatening  letter,  whenun- 
d<  ,7  fent:ence  of  tranlportation  in 

'  g-  ",  to  the  profecutor  of  a 
•  pi-oner;  were  executed  ai 
*  17th  of  July.  The 
cr. no n a) ,  ~ r  writing  the  threaten¬ 

ing  letter,  ad  been  kept  back  for 
the  on  of  the  judges,  on  at 
pojnt  of  law.  The  youth  con- 
ftP  ]  vi&ed, 
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vifted  of  robbing  hi»  mailer, 
was  faved  in  confequence  of  a  re¬ 
commendation  by  the  jury,  as  it 
appeared  he  had  been  put  on  by 
his  father  ;  and  of  a  petition  after¬ 
wards  presented  to  the  king  by  his 
grandmother,  a  poor  woman  of 
eighty- two ;  whom  his  Majedy 
perceiving  to  totter  as  Ihe  ap¬ 
proached  him,  was  gracioudy 
pleafed  to  go  and  meet. 

,  Being  the  anniverfary  of 
*  the  relloration  of  Charles  II. 
the  fame  was  obferved  as  ufuah 

A  hidden  fire  broke  out,  at  noon¬ 
day,  at  Bellon,  in  Rutlandfhire,  by 
which  27  houfes  were  conlumed, 
befides  barns,  out-houfes  and  gra¬ 
naries,  and  more  than  iyoperfons 
reduced  to  the  greated  dillrefs.  It 
was  occafionedby  a  girl’s  throwing 
,  hot  alhes  into  a  back  yard,  which 
kindled  the  litter  and  fet  an  out- 
houfe  on  fire. 

They  write  from  Vienna,  that 
fince  the  power  of  the  monks  is 
fallen*  the  clouds  of  ignorance  are 
dilfipatedi  and  toleration  has  proved 
that  the  difference  of  religion  does 
not  either  weaken  the  love,  or  leffen 
the  fidelity  of,  fubje&s,  or  fow  the 
lead  diffention  among  them ;  if  they 
are  equally  well  ufed.  By  an  impe¬ 
rial  edift  lately  publilhed  in  Hun¬ 
gary,  it  is  faid  to  be  enacted,  Fird 
that  no  fick  protedant  fhall  for  the 
future  be  obliged  to  have  a  catho¬ 
lic  pried.  2d,  The  latter  are  for¬ 
bid  going  to  the  Tick  protedants, 
unlefs  they  are  called  by  the  lick 
perfons, their  relations, or  protefi  v 
friends.  3d,  The  protedants 
not  for  the  future  be  cblig’ 
have  a  catholic  pried  to  at' end  their 
funerals,  qth.  If  a  pried  is  called 
upon  on  fuck  an  occafion,  he  lhall 
be  obliged  to  ling  fuch  ,can tides 


as  the  protedants  lhall  chufe. 
5th,  All  catholic  fchool-maders, 
&c.  are  forbid  to  put  fuch  books 
into  the  hands  of  their  pupils,  as 
treat  of  diderent  doctrines  from 
that  which  their  parents  profefs, 
under  pain  of  lofing  their  employ¬ 
ments.  6th,  All  proceffions,  &c. 
which  take  up  more  than  one  day 
are  abfolutely  forbid.  7th,  When 
proceffions  are  made  in  cities,  the 
protedants  lhall  not  be  obliged  to 
affift  at  them  ;  confequently  they 
are  not  to  be  invited,  or  punilhed 
for  not  coming.  By  thefe  means 
all  diforder,  animofity,  and  pro¬ 
fanation  will  be  put  an  end  to. 

Several  Spanilh  frigates  having 
been  fent  from  Acapulco  to  make 
difeoveries,  and  propagate  the 
Gofpel  among  the  Indians  to  the 
north  of  California  ;  in  the  month 
of  July,  1774,  they  navigated  as 
high  upon  the  coad  as  the  latitude 
58  deg.  20  min.  fix  degrees  above 
Cape  Blanco.  Having  difeovered 
feveral  good  ports,  and  navigable 
rivers,  upon  the  wed  coad  of  this 
great  continent,  they  edablilhedin 
one  of  the  larged  ports,  a  garrifon, 
and  called  the  port  Prefidio  de  San 
Carlos ;  and,  befides,  left  a  miffion 
at  every  port  where  inhabitants 
were  to  be  found.  The  Indians 
they  here  met  with,  are  faid  to  be 
a  docile  fort  of  people,  agreeable 
in  their  countenance,  honed  in 
their  traffic,  and  neat  in  their  drels, 
but  at  the  fame  time  idolaters  to 
the  greated  degree, ha  ving  neverbe- 
fore  had  any  in  ter  co  urfe  with  Euro¬ 
peans.  M.  Buccarelli,  viceroy  of 
.New  Spain,  has  received  his  ca¬ 
tholic  majedy’s  thanks  for  thefe  dis¬ 
coveries,  as  they  w7ere  made  under 
his  dire&ion,  and  the  feveral  navy 
officers  upon  that  fervice  have  bee  re 
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preferred.  It  is  imagined  that 
thofe  new  difcoveries  will  be  very 
advantageous,  as  the  coad  abounds 
with  whales,  as  alfo  a  hfh  equal  to 
the  Newfoundland  cod,  known  in 
Spain  by  the  name  of  Baccalao. 

At  the  late  Lent  affizesof  Mary¬ 
borough,  in  Ireland,  twelve  of  the 
deluded  people  called  White-boys 
were  capitally  convifted  on  a  late 
aft,  and  ordered  for  execution.  By 
this  aft,  perfons found  inarms,  day 
or  night,  in  any  difguife,  or  di- 
ftinguifhedby  any  name  other  than 
their  ufual  name,  are  liable  to  cor¬ 
poral  punifhment,  fine,  or  impri¬ 
sonment  ; - -perfons  maiming, 

wounding,  fhooting  at,  threaten¬ 
ing  the  perfon,  or  deitroying  the 
property,  of  another,  or  compelling 
him  to  j  oin  in  any  criminal  offences, 
are  punifhable  with  death  ;*■*— per¬ 
fons  forcibly  entering  the  dwelling- 
houfes  of  others  in  the  night,  or 
cauling  any  door  to  be  opened,  any 
arms,  ammunition,  or  other  goods 
or  chattels  to  be  feized,  are  pu- 
nilhable  with  death  ;  — — -aiding, 
abetting,  or  concealing  any  fuch 

perfons,  is  death; - —and perfons 

killing  or  maiming  fuch  offenders 
in  purfuing  or  apprehending  them, 

are  indemnified. - All  damages 

done  by  fuch  offenders  are  to  be 
made  good  by  affeffment  in  the 
di drift  where  the  damage  is  fuf- 
tained.  Magiffrates  are  empow¬ 
ered  to  fearch  for  and  feize  all 
arms,  &c.  in  the  poffelhon  of  pa- 
piils  or  reputed  papifts  ;  and  per¬ 
fons  under  fuch  denomination  are 
liable  to  corporal  punifhment,  fine, 
and  imprifonment,  for  concealing 
arms,  ammunition,  &c.  The  aft, 
however,  allows  time  for  crimi¬ 
nals  to  furrender  and  receive  par¬ 
don  ;  and  enafts,  that  no  cOnfef- 
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fion  that  may  be  then  made,  fhall 
be  brought  in  evidence  againftany 
perfon  fo  furrendering  and  plead¬ 
ing  pardon. 

On  the  15th  inftant,  Ellin  El¬ 
lis,  aged  72,  and  who  had  been 
mrrritd  46  years,  was  brought  to 
bed,  at  the  Four  Croffes,  Den- 
bighfhire.  She  has  had  twelve 
children  by  the  fame  father,  the 
oldekwas  47,  andtheyoungeft,  be¬ 
fore  the  lait,  25  years  of  age.  The 
laft  wasftill-born,  owing,  as  it  is, 
imagined,  to  the  mother’s  being 
frightened  by  a  brute  of  a  fellow 
telling  her  a  fortnight  before,  that, 
if  fhe  was  with  child,  it  mull  be 
by  the  devil.  This  is  fo  remark¬ 
able  an  event,  that  her  pregnancy 
was  much  called  in  queilion.  Both 
fhe  and  her  huiband  looked  very 
infirm. 

Died,  the  ift  inftant,  William 
Smith,  Efq;  aged  98,  at  Seven- 
Oaks,  Kent.  He  has  left  an  only 
fon,  his  heir,  who  is  upwards  of 
60. 

The  8th,  The  wife  of  Mr.  Ric- 
aby,  holier,  in  the  Borough.  Her 
death  was  occafioned  by  a  fharper’s 
coming  in  to  her  on  a  pretended 
meffage,  andhaitily  telling  her  that 
her  hufband  was  dropt  down  dead 
at  Camberwell. 

"The  29th,  Nicholas  Price,  Efq; 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Kinfale. 
As  he  was  walking  along  Dame- 
fireet,  Dublin,  he  ilruck  a  man 
that  met  him,  and  who  he  laid  had 
jollied  him  againll  the  wall,  a  blow 
or  two  with  his  cane.  The  man, 
whether  he  knew  the  governor  or 
not,  never  returned  the  blow,  but 
contented  himfelf  with  taking  the 
cane  with  which  he  had  been 
flruck  ;  when  the  governor  imme¬ 
diately  fell  againll  the  wall  and 
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expired*  Several,  furgeons  were  fent 
for,  who  attempted  to  bleed  him, 
but  all  to  no  purpofe.  It  is  pre¬ 
fumed  he  bur  ft  a  blood  veffel  in 
his  paffion. 


JUNE* 

-  Some  experiments  were 

tried  at  Woolv/ich  before 
Lord  Vifcount  Townfhend,  Lord 
Amherft,  Generals  Harvey  and 
Defaguliers,  and  a  number  of  other 
officers  with  a  rifle  gun,  upon  a 
new  conftruclion,  by  Capt.  Fergu- 
fon,  of  the  70th  regiment ;  when 
that  gentleman,  under  the  difad- 
vantages  of  a  heavy  rain  and  a 
high  wind,  performed  the  follow¬ 
ing  four  things,  none  of  which  had 
ever  before  been  accomplilhedwith 
any  other  fmall  arms :  ill,  He  fired 
during  four  or  five  minutes  at  a 
target,  at  200  yards  diftance,  at 
the  rare  of  four  fhotsin  one  minute* 
2dly,  He  fired  fix  ihots  in  one  mi¬ 
nute.  3<ily,  He  fired  four  times 
per  minute,  advancing  at  the  fame 
time  at  the  rate  of  four  miles  in 
the  hour.  4thly,  He  poured  a 
bottle  of  water  into  the  pan  and 
barrel  of  the  piece  when  loaded* 
fo  as  to  wet  every  grain  of  the 
powder,  and  in  lefs  than  half  a 
minute  fired  with  her  as  well  as 
ever,  without  extracting  the  ball. 
He  alfo  hit  the  bull’s  eye  at  100 
yards,  lying  with  his  back  on  the 
ground;  and,  notwithftanding  the 
unequalnefs  of  the  wind  and  wet- 
nefs  of  the  weather,  he  only  miffed 
the  target  three  times  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  experiments. 
The  captain  has  fince  taken  out  a 
patent  for  the  faid  improvements. 


It  paffed  the  great  feal  on  the  4th 
of  December  following. 

Some  weeks  ago,  a  merchant  in 
Dublin  was  charged,  before  the 
privy  council  of  Ireland,  with  be¬ 
ing  concerned  in  {hipping  ammu¬ 
nition  and  warlike  ft  ores  for  Ame¬ 
rica;  and  the  captain  of  the  fhip 
Hancock  and  Adams,  with  re¬ 
ceiving  the  fame.  The  merchant 
was  diicharged  for  want  of  direCl 
proof,  but  the  captain  was  com¬ 
mitted  to  Newgate. 

Two  addreffes  from  the  , 
general  affembly  of  the  ^ 
church  of  Scotland;  one  on  the 
difturbanees  in  America,  the  other 
expreffing  their  congratulations  on 
the  birth  of  another  princefs,  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  London  Gazette. 

Being  his  majefty’s  birth-day, 
who  then  entered  into  the  thirty- 
ninth  year  of  his  age,  their  ma- 
jefties  received,  at  St.  James’s,  the 
compliments  of  a  numerous  and 
brilliant  court  on  that  occcafion. 
[For  the  ode  performed  on  the  oc- 
caftom,  pleafe  to  turn  to  our  article 
of  poetry  for  this  year.] 

Came  on  at  Guildhall,  before 
Mr..  Juftice  Afton,  acaufe  between 
Thomas  Eden  and  Chriftopher 
Court,  of  London,  tobacco  mer¬ 
chants,  plaintiffs,  and  the  com¬ 
pany  of  wharfingers,,  defendants. 
The  a<ftion  was  brought  for  reco¬ 
very  of  damages  fuftained  on  board 
the  wharfingers  lighters  to  and 
from,  different  fhips  loaded  with 
tobacco ;  which  being  plainly 
proved  to  have  been  occafioned  by 
want  of  proper  covering,  or  other 
neceffary  care  on  the  part  of  the 
wharfinger,  a  verdifl  was  given  in 
favour  of  the  plaintiffs,  with  full 
coifs  of  fuit,  after  a  hearing  of  five 
hours. 
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,  Was  tried  in  the  court  of 

5  *  King’s-Bench,  at  Guild¬ 

hall,  before  Lord  Mansfield  and  a 
ipecial  jury,  an  aflion  brought  up¬ 
on  a  bond,  wherein  the  governors 
of  Greenwich  Hofpital  were  plain¬ 
tiffs,  and  a  perfon  who  had  con¬ 
tracted  to  furnifh  the  faid  hofpital 
with  meat,  defendant,  to  recover 
a  penalty  annexed  to  a  breach  of 
performance  of  the  contract.  The 
defendant  had  undertaken  by  bond 
to  deliver  good  ox  beef,  inlteadof 
which  he  had  fubitituted  bull  beef; 
and  bull-itag  beef,  both  of  which 
were  faid  to  be  of  an  inferior  qua¬ 
lity.  To  prove  this,  a  late  fer- 
vant  of  the  defendant  was  called, 
who  pofitively  fwore,  that  he  then 
often  delivered  the  meat  at  the 
hofpital  from  his  maker,  and  that 
amongk  it  was  a  quantity  of  the 
two  different  inferior  forts  above 
mentioned.  The  counfel,  after 
crofs-examiningthe  witneffes,  con¬ 
tended,  that,  as  the  defendant’s 
bills  for  the  objectionable  meat 
had  been  properly  paffed,  it  was 
thereby  proclaimed  to  be  agree¬ 
able  to  the  contrad,  and  had  wiped 
away  all  imputation  of  fraud.  But 
Lord  Mansfield,  in  charge  to  the 
jury,  combated  this  frivolous  and 
evafive  plea  with  equal  humanity 
and  jultice.  He  remarked  upon 
the  iniquity  of  praCtifmg  a  fraud, 
in  the  very  article  of  life,  upon  fo 
extenfr/e  a  charity.  As  to  the  de¬ 
fence  fet  up,  there  was  no  colour 
,  to  render  it  of  any  force  ;  though 
the  bills  had  been  paffed,  it  was 
evident,  that  thofe  who  audited 
them  were  impofed  on  ;  but  how¬ 
ever  that  might  be,  his  lordlhip 
acquainted  the  jury,  that  it  was  no 
matter  for  their  confideration  ;  if 
they  were  fatisfied  a  fraud  had 


been  committed  by  the  defendant 
upon  the  hofpital,  they  would  find 
a  verdiCl  for  the  plaintiffs.  The 
jury,  without  going  out  of  court, 
gave  a  verdiCt  for  one  hundred 
pounds  damages. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  a  violent  fhock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at  Gib¬ 
raltar,  both  afhore  and  on  board 
the  Ihips  in  the  harbour  :  it  laded 
about  fifty  feconds  ;  but,  happily, 
neither  the  houfes  nor  the  forti¬ 
fications  received  any  damage. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  at  Guildhall,  before  Lord 
Mansfield,  a  caufe  wherein  Natha¬ 
niel  Lane,  of  the  city  of  London, 
grocer,  was  plaintiff,  andalchool- 
maker,  or  maker  of  an  academy, 
near  Barnard’s  Cakle  in  Yorkfhire, 
defendant.  The  aCtion  was  brought 
by  the  plaintiff  againk  the  defen¬ 
dant,  to  recover  a  fatisfaClion  for 
the  defendant’s  negleCt  of  the 
plaintiff’s  Ion,  who  had  been  en- 
truked  to  his  care,  particularly 
with  regard  to  a  fwelling  in  the 
child’s  arm,  which  happened  while 
at  his  fchool ;  by  which  negleCl 
the  child  nearly  lokthe  ufeof  tt.— ~ 
The  jury,  without  going  out  of 
court,  gave  a  verdiCt  tor  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  with  50I.  damages  and  coks 
of  fuit. 

A  dreadful  fire  broke  out  at 
Alkefund,  ktuated  in  the  middle 
of  the  province  of  Nericia,  in 
Sweden.  It  reduced  to  akies  all 
that  little,  but  rich  and  populous, 
town,  net  excepting  the  public 
buildings,  and  the  iron  manufac¬ 
tories,  even  thofe  of  Nagels. 
Two  old  women  perifhed  in  the 
flames. 

The  Jews  of  the  city  of  Mantua 
having  affembled  notlongfincein  a 
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large  room  up  three  pair  of  flairs, 
to  celebrate  a  wedding,  and.  there 
being  a  great  number  of  guefts, 
thx  weight  of  them  broke  down 
that  floor,  and  thofe  underneath, 
quite  to  the  cellar,  by  which  un¬ 
happy  accident  flxty-flx  perfons 
were  killed,  and  flxteen  or  feven- 
teen  dangeroufly  wounded.  The 
bride  and  her  mother  were  among 
the  former;  but  the  bridegroom, 
vdiofe  name  was  Finzi,  not  being 
arrived  when  the  accident  hap¬ 
pened,  efcaped  the  fate  of  his  re¬ 
lations  and  friends. 

The  provincials  failed  in 
a  very  bold  attempt  to 
furprife  the  king’s  troops,  at  a 
place  called  the  Three  Rivers,  in 
Canada,  with  the  lofs  of  two  hun¬ 
dred  prifoners,  befides  thofe  killed 
and  wounded  ;  and  next  day,  the 
main  body  of  them  began  their 
retreat  from  Canada,  burning  in 
their  way,  every  fort  through 
which  they  pafted. 

General  Richard  Smith,  and 
Thomas  Brand  Hollis,  Efqrs.  the 
late  members  for  Hindon,  were 
brought  before  the  court  of  King’s- 
Bench,  in  order  to  receive  fentence, 
having  before  been  convi&ed  of 
bribery  at  the  lad  general  election ; 
when  Sir  Richard  Alton  prefaced 
their  fentence  with  a  pathetic 
fpeech,  in  which  he  expatiated  on 
the  enormity  of  the  crime,  as,  by 
violating  the  freedom  of  election, 
and  corrupting  the  eledcrs,  the 
Britilh  eonflitution,  the  moft  per¬ 
fect.-  in  the  world,  could  only  be 
undone ;  that  the  crime  of  which 
they  had  been  guilty  was  aggra¬ 
vated  by  the  tendency  it  had  to 
lead  the  ignorant  and  unwary  to  the 
ccmmiflion  of  that  horrid  and  foul 
fln  of  perjury,  the  only  barrier  be¬ 
tween  God  and  man.  From  thefe 
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and  other  reafons  equally  forcible, 
he  inferred  the  necejOity  of  an  ex¬ 
emplary  punilhment,  and  adjudged 
them  to  pay  a  fine  of  icoo  marks 
each  (6661.  13s.  pd.)  to  the  king, 
and  to  fufter  iix  months  imprilon- 
ment;  and  one  of  them,  (General 
Smith)  at  the  expiration  thereof 
to  enter  into  a  recognizance  of 
ioool.  hirnfelf,  and  two  fecundes 
in  cool.  each,  for  his  good  beha¬ 
viour  for  three  years. 

The  day  following,  one  of  the 
voters  at  the  fame  election  was 
brought  before  the  fame  court,  to 
receive  fentence  for  wilful  and  cor¬ 
rupt  perjury,  in  his  evidence  be¬ 
fore  the  houfe  of  commons ;  when 
he  received  fentence  to  ft  and  on 
and  in  the  pillory,  with  a  paper  on 
his  forehead  ftgmfying  his  crime — 
Wilful  and  Corrupt  Perjury — twice 
in  the  town  of  Hindon  on  market 
days,  between  eleven  and  two  ; 
the  Hrft  time  to-morrow  fe’nnight, 
and  the  fecoud  the  Thurfday  fol¬ 
lowing.  And,  accordingly,  on 
Wednefday  the  19th  following,  he 
was  brought  from  the  Kdng’s- 
Bench  prifon  to  Fiftierton  gaol, 
Wiltfture,  and  on  Thurfday  was 
carried  to  Hindon,  where  he  was 
placed  in  the  pillory  for  the  firft 
time.  I~Ie  was  met  on  the  road 
by  a  number  of  his  friends,  with 
two  flags,  and  blue  ribbons  in  their 
hats.  The  populace  treated  him 
very  favourably,  their  attention 
being  taken  off,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure,  by.  a  perfon  mounted  on  a 
fcool,  who  lung  and  fold  an  elec¬ 
tion  ballad,  much  to  their  enter¬ 
tainment.  He  was  brought  back 
to  Fiftierton  goal  in  the  evening, 
and  is  to  undergo  the  remainder 
of  his  fentence  the  Thurfday  fol¬ 
lowing. 

At  Congleton,  in  Chelhire,  one 
.....  Skelton* 


CHRONICLE.  [151 


Skelton,  a  journeyman  faddler, 
after  having  been  long  in  a  hate 
of  defpondency,  cut  his  throat. 
Though  he  had  entirely  fevered 
his  windpipe,  he  lived  upwards  of 
five  hours  in  that  deplorable  hate  ; 
during  which  time  he  made  figns 
for  a  pen  and  ink,  and  wrote  in 
very  legible  characters,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words:  “  I  am  to  let  you 
know,  that  I  was  not  right  when  I 
did  this  :  take  care  to  ferve  God  as 
you  ought.”  He  died  in  the 
greateft  agonies. 

,  A  rule  brought  by  the 
mayor  of  Cambridge  to  dif- 
franchife  near  fifty  honorary  free¬ 
men  of  that  town  was  argued  in  the 
court  ofKing’s-Bench,  when  Lord 
Mansfield,  after  hearing  the  feve- 
ral  arguments,  was  pleafcd  to  dif- 
charge  the  rule  with  cohs. 

A  countryman  and  his  wife,  who 
went  to  the  bank  to  change  a  note 
of  50I.  being  obferved  by  a  fharper 
to  be  hrangers,  he  clapped  a  pen 
behind  his  ear;  afked  them  what 
they  wanted;  took  the  note;  and, 
bidding  them  flay  where  they 
were  till  he  brought  the  money, 
walked  off  with  it. 

At  night,  Drury-Lane  Theatre 
was  clofed,  for  the  prefent  feafbn, 
with  the  comedy  of  the  Wonder, 
in  which  Mr.  Garrick  made  his 
laft  theatrical  appearance  in  Don 
Felix,  generoufly  giving  the  pro¬ 
fits  of  the  night,  as  a  fecond  be¬ 
nefit  this  year,  to  the  Charitable 
Fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  players. 

Sc c.  belonging  to  that  houfe,  when 
out  of  employment,  fick,  or  other- 
wife  difabled.  His  performance 
was  inimitable ;  never  were  the 
paffions  of  love,  jealoufy,  rage. 

Sc c.  fo  highly  coloured,  or  admi- 
rablyfetoff;  in  fliort,  he  finifhed 


his  comic  courfe  with  as  high  a 
theatrical  climax,  as  he  had  done 
the  Saturday  before,  his  tragic 
one. 

At  laft,  the  play  being  ended, 
during  which  every  performer 
feemed  to  exert  his  greateft  abili¬ 
ties,  came  the  awful  crifis,  when 
the  Rofcius  of  this  country  was  to 
take  leave  of  the  town  in  his  pubr 
lie  capacity.  The  feene  was  too 
diftreffing  to  be  deferibed.  Let 
the  reader  conceive  this  univerfal 
favourite,  impreffed  with  all  thofe 
nicer  feelings  which  his  peculiar 
fituation  muft  call  forth,  advancing 
forwards,  to  bid  farewell  to  that 
public,  which  feemed  univerfally  to 
lament  that  they  fhould  be  the  me¬ 
lancholy  witneffes  of  their  own 
great  lofs.  Then,  after  a  fhort 
paufe,  as  foon  as  he  recovered  a 
little  from  the.  ftrft  ftiock,  he  thus 
addreffed  the  audience. 

‘  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
f  It  has  been  cuftomary  with 
perfons  under  my  circumftances, 
to  addrefs  you  in  a  farewel  epi¬ 
logue.  I  had  the  fame  intention, 
and  turned  my  thoughts  that  way; 
but  indeed  I  found  myfelf  then  as 
incapable  of  writing  fuch  an  epi¬ 
logue,  as  I  fhould  be  now  of  fpeak- 
ing  it. 

f  The  jingle  of  rhyme,  and  the 
language  of  fidtion,  would  but  ill 
fuit  my  prefent  feelings. 

f  This  is  to  me  a  very  awful  mo¬ 
ment  ;  it  is  no  lefs  than  parting 
for  ever  with  thofe  from  whom  I 
have  received  the  greateft  kindnefs 
and  favours,  and  upon  the  fpot 
where  that  kindnefs  and  thofe  fa¬ 
vours  were  enjoyed. 

[Here  for  a  moment  he  was  unable 
to  proceed,  until  relieved  by  a 
food  of  tears.] 

[jP]  4  *  Whatever 
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f  Whatever  may  be  the  changes 
of  my  future  life,  the  deep  iin- 
preffion  I  have  of  your  kindnefs, 
will  always  remain  here,  [putting 
his  hand  to  his  break]  fixed  and 
unalterable . 

f  I  will  very  readily  agree  to  my 
fucceflbrs  having  more  fkill  and 
ability  for  their  kation  than  l 
have  ;  but  I  defy  them  all  to  take 
more  fincere,  and  more  uninter¬ 
rupted  pains  for  your  favour,  or  to 
be  more  truly  fenfible  of  it,  than 
is  your  moft  obedient  and  grateful 
fervant.’ 

Here  he  retired,  crowned  with 
never-fading  laurels,  amidk  the 
blended  tears  and  acclamations  of 
the  moll  brilliant  theatre  that  ever 
was  affembled. 

As  this  retreat  of  Mr.  Garrick’s 
from  the  liage  mull  ever  be  confi- 
dered  as  an  interefting  epocha  in 
the  Hillory  of  the  Britifh  Drama, 
we  have  added,  in  our  appendix, 
a  ffiort  review  of  Mr.  Garrick’s 
theatrical  reign,  with  fome  parti¬ 
culars  of  the  former  part  of  his 
life,  as  it  fieems  to  have  been  drawn 
up  by  an  able  and  impartial 
hand. 

Mr,  Garrick,  fome  months  be¬ 
fore  this,  fold  his  fhare  of  Drury- 
Lane  Theatre  for  35000k  to  Dr. 
Ford,  Mr.  Ewart,  Mr.  Linley, 
and  Mr.  Richard  Sheridan  ;  when 
the  new  proprietors,  of  their  own 
accord,  ftipulated,  that  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  ffiould  continue  to  keep  that 
box  which  had  of  late  years  been 
fet  apart  for  the  accommodation  of 
his  family.  Thebe  particulars  Mr. 
G  arrick  intimated  a  few  days  after, 
by  anfwering  in  the  part  of  Abel 
Drugger,  on  being  alked  if  he  had 
any  interek  at  the  theatre,  I  had 
fome ;  I  dont  know  what  I  may 
have,’9 


One  Robert  Knowles,  t  ^ 
confined  in  Newcakle  gaol, 
for  dealing  a  letter  out  of  the  pok- 
office,  in  which  were  inclofed  two 
bank  notes,  value  iool.  found 
means  to  make  his  efeape  by  a 
very  fimple  kratagem.  Being  ill, 
he  had  been  indulged  by  his 
keeper  to  keep  without  irons ;  in 
the  mean  time,  the  turnkey  going 
in  as  ufual  to  fee  that  all  was  fafe 
before  he  locked  up, and  obferving  a 
bundle  in  Knowles’s  cell,  began 
to  examine  it ;  but,  while  he  was 
kooping  with  his  back  to  the  door, 
the  priloner  kipped  out  and  locked 
the  door  after  him,  leaving  the 
turnkey  prifoner,  and  fetting  him- 
felf  at  large. 

A  common  wild  duck  was  1 

r-  •  •  1 2th. 

now  fitting  upon  nine  eggs, 

in  an  oak-tree,  near  Mr.  New¬ 
ington’s,  at  Etchingham,  in  Sufi- 
fex,  about  twenty-five  feet  from 
the  ground.  Upon  aperfon’s  get¬ 
ting  up  to  the  eggs,  which  are  fup- 
ported  by  fome  fmall  twigs  laid 
crofs-wife,  the  old  duck  left  them, 
but  loon  after  returned  with  the 
mallard,  both  of  which  kept  ho¬ 
vering  about  the  tree  till  the  man 
had  quitted  it;  when  the  duck 
immediately  dropped  on  her  eggs, 
and  has  continued  to  fit  very  clofe 
ever  lince.  ’ 

The  famous  caufe  of  Mr.  , 
Bruckffiaw  came  on  before  3  * 

Load  Mansfield,  when  the  jury 
brought  in  a  verdift  for  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  with  five  pounds  damages  ; 
and  the  21k  following,  thequeilion 
relpeding  the  rule,  upon  which 
Mr,  Bruckffiaw  changed  his  venue 
from  Lincoln  to  London,  was  ar? 
gued  in  the  fame  court,  when  Lord 
Mansfield  declared, that  the  change 
ing  the  venue  did  not  entitle  the 
defendant  to  a  nonfuit. 

i^th.  The 
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,  The  Coventry  waggon 

’  going  through  Erick  Hill, 
in  Northamptonshire,  was  fet  on 
fire  by  the  fri&ion  of  the  axle-tree, 
and  three  barrels  of  gunpowder 
among  the  loading  took  hre,  by 
which  the  goods  were  blown  up  in 
the  air,  and  totally  deltroyed,  to 
the  amount  Lof  one  thoufand 
pounds. 

,  The  crew  of  a  mackerel 

*  boat,  which  by  an  acci¬ 
dent  ftarted  a  plank  in  her  bottom, 
had  a  moil  miraculous  efcape.  As 
the  only  means  of  faving  their  lives 
they  cut  away  the  mails,  &c.  and 
had  juft  got  a  raft  of  them  knit  to¬ 
gether,  when  the  boat  funk.  On 
this  raft  they  remained  nine  hours, 
without  being  obferved  by  the 
boats  with  which  they  were  fur- 
rounded,  who  all  went  away  with¬ 
out  affording  them  any  relief; 
when  providentially  a  iliip  at  three 
miles  diitance  deferied  them,  and 
bearing  down  to  them,  took  them 
on  board.  Happily  the  fea  had 
been  calm  moil  part  of  the  time  ; 
but,  when  they  were  taken  on 
board,  the  weather  altered. 

His  Moil  Chriilian  Majeily  has 
lately  given  orders  to  augment  the 
pay  of  ail  the  officers  who  were  re¬ 
duced  in  1774,  an^  t0  fill  up  the 
vacancies  that  may  happen  in  the 
Handing  regiments  with  fuch  of 
them  as  are  found  fit  for  immediate 
fervice. 

.  About  Antwerp  and  its 
1  *  neighbourhood, there  broke 

forth  a  moil  violent  llorm,  with 
thunder,  lightning,  and  hail  of 
the  iize  of  a  hen’s  egg,  together 
with  great  pieces  of  ice,  which  not 
only  broke  all  the  windows  to  the 
fouth,  but  deilroyed  all  the  fruit 
on  the  trees.  The  hail  was  fo  vio¬ 
lent,  that  men,  horfes.  Sec.  were 
knocked  down  by  it,  and  very 


much  hurt.  This  llorm  was  alfo 
felt  at  Defchel,  Rethy,  Arendork, 
and  Diell,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
principality  of  Liege.  Public 
prayers  were  fpon  after  offered  up 
to  avert  fuch  calamities  for  the  fu¬ 
ture. 

There  was  a  great  failing  match 
on  the  Thames  for  a  filver  cup  of 
twenty  guineas,  given  by  the  Duke 
of  Cumberland;  and  it  filled  the 
river  like  a  fecond  regatta. 

A  motion  was  made  in  a 
court  of  directors  of  the 
Eaft-India  Company,  that  the 
company  fhould  indemnify  Mr, 
Verelft  for  any  damages  he  may 
have  become  liable  to,  on  account 
of  the  addon  brought  again!!  him 
by  Mr.  Rafael  and  another  Arme¬ 
nian  ;  when,  after  fome  debates  re- 
letive  to  forms,  (for  the  court  wras 
almoff  unanimous  in  the  propriety 
of  indemnifying  Mr.  Verelft,  it 
being  evident  that  he  adted  merely 
in  conformity  to  what  he  thought 
was  his  duty  to  the  company,  and 
from  no  motive  either  of  intereft  or 
enmity  to  the  Armenians),  the 
matter  was  agreed  to,  and  referred 
for  confirmation  to  a  general  court, 
where  it  was  accordingly  propofed 
on  the  27th  following.  Mr.  Creigh¬ 
ton  now  objected  to  the  propolal, 
as  a  matter  altogether  unprece¬ 
dented.  The  queftion  being,  how¬ 
ever,  put,  it  paffed  unanimoufly 
in  the  affirmative. 

Extract  from  a  letter,  of  this 
date,  to  General  Howe,  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Campbell  of 
the  2d  battalion  of  the  7 ill  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot,  then  at  Bolton,  into 
which  place  he  had  been  brought 
by  failing  into  the  harbour  for 
want  of  knowing  that  the  place 
had  been  evacuated  by  the  king’s 
troops. 

f  Since  our  captivity  I  have  the 

honour 
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honour  to  acquaint  you,  that  we 
have  experienced  the  utmod  civi¬ 
lity  and  good  treatment  from  the 
people  of  power  at  Bodon  ;  info- 
rnuch.  Sir,  that  I  fliould  do  injuf- 
tice  to  tiie  feelings  of  generolity, 
did  I  not  give  this  particular  in¬ 
formation  with  pleaiure  and  fatis- 
faftion.5> 

___  (  ,  Being  Midfummer-day, 
a  fecond  con  tell:  between 
Mr.  Wilkes  and  Mr.  Hopkins,  for 
the  chamberlain  fir  ip  cf  London, 
enfued  at  Guildhall.  It  was  car¬ 
ried  on,  and  terminated,  in  every 
reipedt  almoft,  like  the  firil.  The 
voters  amounted  to  454.2,  of  whom 
2869  were  for  Mr.  Hopkins,  and 
1673  for  Mr.  Wilkes;  fo  that 
Mr.  Hopkins  had  a  majority  of 
1196.  Mr.  Wilkes  was  rather  more 
bold  and  fevere  in  his  fpeech  after 
the  prefent  eledlion,  than  in  that 
after  the  former.  Among  other 
things,  he  faid,  f<r  By  the  late 
traniadiions,  the  moment  feems  at 
length  arrived,  fo  ardently  wilhed 
by  every  arbitrary  adminifiration, 
when  a  majority  of  the  livery  ap¬ 
pear  to  have  fold  and  furrendered 
the  capital  to  the  minidry.  By 
the  creation  of  fo  many  unneceflary 
lucrative  offices,  the  divifion  and 
fubdivifion  of  contrafts,  the  threats 
of  the  opulent  and  infolent  to  the 
neceffitous  and  dependent  tradef- 
raen,  and  all  the  captious  promifes 
of  power,  the  greater  number  of 
the  livery  feem  at  prefent  either 
lulled  into  fupinenefs  and  a  fatal 
fecurity,  or  enrolled  among  the 
mercenaries  of  corruption  and  def- 
potffm.  No  longer  -worthy  the 
name  of  freemen,  they  are  funk 
into  tame,  mean  vaflals,  ignomi- 
niouily  courting,  and  bowing  their 
necks  to,  the  miniderial  yoke. 
Such,  gentlemen,  it  gives  me  pain 
to  think  is  the  faithful,  butmeian- 
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choly  pidlure  of  this  once  free  anA 
independent  city.  All  public  fpi- 
rit  in  the  capital  is  vifibly  decay¬ 
ing,  and  that  dern,  manly  virtue 
of  our  fathers,  which  drove  from 
this  land  of  freedom  the  lad  Stuart 
tyrant,  is  held  in  contempt  by  their 
abandoned  offspring.  A  diffolution 
of  the  empire,  ruin,  and  Haver y, 
are,  I  fear,  advancing  with  giant 
ftrides  upon  us.  We  are  ripe  for 
dedruftion.  If  we  are  fayed,  it 
will  be  almod  folely  by  the  courage 
and  noble  fpirit  of  our  American 
brethren,  whom  neither  the  luxu¬ 
ries  of  a  court,  nor  the  fordid  lud 
of  avarice  in  a  rapacious  and  venal 
metropolis, havehitherto  corrupted. 
Yet  with  fomechofen  friends,  how¬ 
ever  few,  1  will,  while  I  live,  dare 
to  oppofe  the  alarming  fatal 
progrefs  of  this  deluge  of  corrup¬ 
tion  and  court  influence,  and  to 
protraft  at  lead  the  impending 
ruin,  by  continuing  Arm  and  in¬ 
trepid  in  the  caufe  of  public  virtye, 
and  the  independency  of  the  capi¬ 
tal.” 

Accordingly,  on  the  5th  follow¬ 
ing,  when  the  new  chamberlain  was 
to  be  fworn  into  office,  Mr.  Aider- 
man  Lee  prefentedaproted,  (which, 
by  the  bye,  would  have  equally 
militated  againdMr.  Wilkes)  flgned 
by  about  twenty  liverymen,  againd 
Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq;  being 
fworn  into  the  office  of  chamber- 
lain.  They  founded  their  objec¬ 
tion  upon  a  bye-law  of  the  court 
of  common-council,  made  in  the 
year  1572,  which  fays,  “  That 
the  lord-mayor,  aldermen,  flieriffs, 
ond  common-council  of  this  city, 
diould  hot  have  power  to  give  away 
any  office  of  honour  or  emolument 
in  the  city,  to  any  perfon  whatever, 
who  is  not  a  freeman  by  birth  or 
fervitude.”  Upon  this  proted  be¬ 
ing  read,  and  a  quedion  being  put 
'  -  -  •  r'  ■  by 
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by  Mr.  Alderman  Lee,  which  was 
feconded  by  Sir  Watkin  Lewes, 
that  Benjamin  Hopkins,  Efq; 
ihould  not  be  fworn  into  his  office, 
very  warm  debates  commenced. 
Sir  Watkin  and  Mr.  Lee  were  the 
principal  fpeakers,  except  a  new 
alderman,  Mr.  Woolridge,  who 
took  up  the  argument  very  fairly ; 
objected  to  Mr.  Lee’s  motion  in 
terms  that  will  ever  do  him  great 
honour  ;  and,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
debate,  fairlyrefuted  the  objection 
made  by  Mr.  Alderman  Lee  ;  and 
fhewed,  that  the  bye-lav/,  upon 
which  the  objection  was  founded, 
was  made  merely  to  prevent  the 
lord-mayor  and  court  of  aldermen 
from  giving  away  the  offices  of  the 
city,  which  the  livery  of  London 
alone  had  aright  to  bellow.— Upon 
this  Mr.  Lee  founded  another  ob¬ 
jection  ;  and  attempted  to  prove, 
that  the  livery  of  London  did  not 
meet  in  common-hall  for  the  pur- 
pole  of  elections  prior  to  the  year 
1572.  But,  in  this  he  was  alfo 
miitaken  ;  the  recorder  declared, 
that  the  livery  did  eleCt  all  their 
officers  before  that  time.  Mr. 
Wooldridge  then  gave  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  Mr.  Hopkins  would 
be  entitled  to  fuch  damages  as  he 
could  prove  to  ]iave  fuffered  by  the 
refufal  of  the  court  of  aldermen  to 
fwear  him  in,  when  he  had  been 
declared  by  the  prefiding  officer  of 
that  court  duly  eleCled ;  that  the 
court  were  highly  eenfurable  if  they 
did  not ;  and  that,  although  he 
ihould  always  wiffi  to  aCl  with  thofe 
who  were  the  real  friends  of  the 
conllitution,  yet  he  would  never 
vote  againlt  his  confidence  for  any 
man  living.  The  whole  court 
feemed  to  approve  of  his  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  and  when  the  quedion  was 
put.  Aldermen  Alfop,  Kennct, 
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Plumbe,  Rawlinfon,  Thomas, 
Peckham,  Plomer,  Bull,  Hayley, 
Newnham,  and  Clark,  voted  with 
Mr.  Wooldridge  forfwearing  Mr. 
Hopkins  in  his  office;  and  only 
Sir  Watkin  Lewes  and  Mr.  Lee 
oppofed  it. 

After  Mr.  Hopkins  was  fworn 
in,  there  were  two  proceffions  from 
Guildhall  to  the  London  tavern. 
Fil'd:  an  afs  decorated  with  rib¬ 
bons,  &c.  with  a  fellow  in  an  an- 
tick  drefs  riding  upon  it,  and  fome 
others  of  the  like  damp  following 
him,  with  lmht  blue  cockades. 
Then  a  numerous  company  of  Mr. 
Hopkins’s  friends  with  purple 
cockades,  headed  by  feveral  aider- 
men,  &c.  with  mufic  playing  and 
colours  dying,  04  one  of  which 
was  infcribed,  A  reward  for  ho- 
nelly.” 

judgment  was  given  in  _  ^ 
the  court  of  King’s-Bench 
againd  Francis  Newman,  Efq;  a 
judice  of  peace  for  the  county  of 
Somerfet,  upon  an  information 
profecuted  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Baily, 
for  a  mifdemeanor  in  his  office, 
whereof  he  was  found  guilty  at  the 
Iall  Taunton  adlzes ;  when  the 
court,  after  afevere  reprimand  for 
the  proditution  of  his  office,  was 
pleafed  to  pronounce  the  following 
fe.ntence  :  That  he  Ihould  pay  u 
dne  of  200 1.  that  application  be 
made  to  the  Lord- Chancellor,  to* 
drike  him  out  of  the  commiffion  of 
the  peace  for  the  faid  county  :  that 
he  Ihould  find  fureties  for  his  gootl 
behaviour  for  three  years  ;  himfeJf 
to  be  bound  in  500 1.  and  his 
fureties  in  250!.  each;  and  to 
dand  committed  till  the  above 
dne  is  paid. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of 

•7 

Common-Pleas,  before 
Lord  Chief  Judice  de  Grey,  and  a 
.  •  ,  fpecial 
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fpecial  jury,  an  action  of  damages 
brought  by  Stephen  Sayre,  Efq; 
again  ft  William  Henry  Earl  of 
Rochford,  for  an  illegal  feizure  of 
his  papers,  and  falfe  imprifonment 
of  his  perfon,  for  treafonable  prac¬ 
tices,  upon  the  information  of  Ad¬ 
jutant  Richardfon,  on  the  23d  of 
Qftober  laft ,  when  the  jury,  af¬ 
ter  atrial  of  fix  hours,  gave  aver- 
did  for  the  plaintiff  (f'ubjed  to  an 
after-determination,  by  the  fame 
court,  of  two  queftions)  of  one 
thoufand  pounds  damages. 

iftQueftion:  Whether  an  offer 
of  bail,  and  refufal,  was  admiffible 
evidence  on  the  iffue  joined  on  the 
fpecial  plea  ? 

2d  Queftion  :  Whether  the  evi¬ 
dence  was  a  diffident  proof  of  an 
offer  and  refufal  of  bail  to  make 
the  fubfequent  imprifonment  ille¬ 
gal  ? 

_  ,  Sir  Peter  Parker  made 
*  an  attack  upon  Sullivan’s- 
Illand,  the  key  to  Charles-Town, 
the  capital  of  South-Carolina ;  but 
was  repulfed  with  great  damage  to 
his  fliips,  and  great  lofs  of  the 
men.  Among  the  killed  was  the 
brave  Captain  Morris,  commander 
of  the  Briitol  man  of  war,  the  par¬ 
ticulars  of  whole  death  are  truly 
afte&ing.  We  fhall  therefore  give 
them  here,  as  communicated  by 

the  furgeon  of  his  Ihip.— - After 

having  the  two  bones  of  his  fore 
arm  lhattered  by  a  chain  ftiot,  and 
receiving  a  wound  from  a  ball  in 
his  neck,  he  was  taken  into  the 
cockpit,  where  he  readily  fubmit- 
ted  to  amputation,  which  was  per¬ 
formed  juft  above  the  elbow-  Dur¬ 
ing  the  operation  a  red-hot  ball 
went  through  the  cockpit,  which 
killed  two  of  the  furgeori’s  affift- 
ants,  and  wounded  the  purfer.  Af¬ 
ter  the  confulion  which  this  cir- 
£umftance  occahoned  was  over. 
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Captain  Morris  infilled  on  being 
carried  on  the  quarter-deck  to  re¬ 
fume  his  command  ;  which  being 
complied  with,  he  continued  the 
light  for  a  considerable  time  after, 
till  he  was  fhot  through  the  body. 
A  prodigious  effufion  of  blood  fol¬ 
lowing,  and  his  diffolution  being 
apparently  at  hand,  one  of  the 
officers  alked  him,  if  he  had  any 
diredions  to  give  with  refped  to 
his  family,  to  which  he  heroically 
anfwered,  None  !  asheleftthem 
to  the  providence  of  God,  and  the 
generolity  of  his  country!”  His 
Majefty  accordingly,  immediately 
on  receiving  an  account  of  this 
affair,  fent  the  captain’s  widow  an 
handfome  prefent,  and  fettled  a 
penfton  on  her  and  her  children. 

The  commotions  in.  Virginia, 
where  the  governor.  Lord  Dun- 
more,  had  affembled  a  large  body 
of  black  (laves,  without  previoufly 
providing  for  their  fubfiftence, 
proved,  about  the  fame  time,  ano¬ 
ther  very  melancholy  objed  of  the 
public  attention.  His  lordfhipwas 
called  upon  to  fummon  the  houfe 
of  affembly  to  meet,  but  he  was 
afraid  to  truil  them.  He  deferted 
his  palace,  and  took  refuge  on 
board  a  fhip  ;  and  was  in  the  end 
driven  from  his  government,  after 
feeing  moft  of  the  blacks  who  had 
repaired  to  him  perifti  for  want  of 
food. 

This  morning  a  dreadful 
fire  brokeout  atMr.  Booth’s, 
one  of  the  king’s  meffengers,  in 
Great  Maddox-ftreet,  which  en¬ 
tirely  deftroyed  the  fame,  and  two 
houfes  adjoining,  and  greatly  da¬ 
maged  feverai  others,  as  no  water 
could  be  got  for  an  hour  after  it 
broke  out.  Mr.  Booth,  with  his 
wife  and  fr.mily,  were  obliged  to 
make  their  efcape  out  of  the  garret 
windows,  over  the  tops  of  feverai 

houfes  1 


CHRONICLE.  [157 


houfes ;  and  Airs.  Whitwell,  filler 
tg  Sir  John  Griffin  Griffin,  and 
Lady  Welderen,  with  her  maid, 
■unhappily  perilhed  in  the  flames. 
The  latter  loll  her  life  by  going 
into  her  bed-chamber  to  look  for 
her  lap-dog  ;  who,  with  two  cats, 
was  afterwards  found  burnt  like- 
wife  to  death  by  the  remains  of 
her  body.  Thi%  Are  was  near  the 
back  of  the  Lord-Mayor’s  houfe  in 
New  Burlington-ilreet ;  and  his 
Lordlhip  attended  the  whole  time, 
encouraging  the  people  to  work  at 
the  engine. 

A  fire  likewife  broke  out  in  the 
houfe  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Thompfon, 
at  Cranfield,  in  Bedfordlhire,  fup- 
pofed  to  have  happened  by  his 
reading  in  bed,  and  falling  afleep 
while  the  candle  was  burning. 
Mr.  Thompfon  unhappily  perilhed 
in  the  flames.  Let  this  be  a  cau¬ 
tion  againll  fo  dangerous  a  practice. 

i  Married  lately.  His 
3°  *  Royal  Highnefs  Don  Louis, 
of  Spain,  to  Donna  Maria  Terafa 
de  Vajlabriga  e  Rofas,  defcended 
from  the  ancient  kings  of  Navarre. 
By  this  match,  though  contracted 
with  the  exprefs  leave  of  his  bro¬ 
ther,  and  without  lofing  his  fa¬ 
vour,  His  Royal  Highnefs  forfeits 
for  himfelf,  and  his  iflue  by  it,  all 
pretentions  to  the  crown  of  Spain  ; 
and  is,  moreover,  forbid  to  bring 
his  wife  to  court. 

George  Harding  of  Chelter. 
aged  104,  to  Jane  Darlington,  of 
Mollington,  aged  84. 

Died,  the  10th  inflant,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Lathwaite,  at  Newinh- 

.  O 

ton,  formerly  a  Diflfen ting  minifler, 
aged  100  years  and  2  months. 

The  20th,  A  native  of  Gomofac, 
in  Saintonge,  in  France,  by  trade 
a  goldfmith,  aged  140  years,  at 
Saintes  in  the  fame  kingdom.  He 


took  a  wife  at  79,  and  had  three 
children  by  her,  all  now  alive.  A 
few  years  before  his  death,  he  buf¬ 
fered  a  little  weaknefs  of  fight, 
which  was  the  only  complaint  he 
ever  knew. 

The  28th,  Doelor  John  Well, 
an  eminent  phyfleian  at  Worcefter, 
and  well  known  in  the  literary 
world. 

Lately,  Captain  Gravener,  who 
formerly  commanded  the  York  pri¬ 
vateer  ;  and  in  1745  drove  a  fleet 
of  flat-bottomed  boats,  deligned 
for  an  invaflon,  on  fhore,  offi  Ca¬ 
lais,  at  Dover. 

Mrs.  Brooks,  aged  100  years, 
all  but  one  month,  at  Wickham, 
Kent. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Price,  aged  104 
years,  at  Chelfea. 

Thomas  Allen,  a  penfioner,  in 
the  hundredth  year  of  his  age,  in 
the  Royal  Hofpital  at  Greenwich. 
He  always  enjoyed  fo  good  a  hate 
of  health,  as  never  to  remember  a 
day’s  ilinefs.  He  has  a  daughter 
living  aged  70. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Brookman-,  widow, 
aged  106  years,  at  Glaflonbury. 

At  Langres,  in  Champagne, 
aged  106  years  and  fome  months, 
a  foldier,  named  Du  Mets,  born  at 
Marie,  in  Picardie,  who  ferved 
under  Louis  XIV.  with  great  ho¬ 
nour  in  the  regiment  of  royal  cra- 
vattes,  as  quarter-mailer,  till  the 
year  1712,  when  that  regiment 
was  diflblved.  He  afterwards  lived 
on  a  very  fmall  income  till  he  ar¬ 
rived  at  the  age  of  102,  when  he 
fell  into  the  loweli  indigence,  and 
continued  fo  till  1774,  when  he 
found  a  friend  in  the  colonel  of 
his  former  regiment,  at  whofe  re¬ 
commendation  the  minifler  of  war 
procured  for  him  a  penflon  of  300 
livres,  which  was  continued  by  or¬ 
der 
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der  of  the  prefent  king;  till  his 
death.  | 

At  Wefthorpe,  nea?  Southwell, 
in  Northamptonfhire,  Mrs.  Doro¬ 
thy  Clarke,  aged  Ail  years  ;  at 
the  age  of  102,  ihe  iheared  wheat 
a  whole-day  again  ft  a  man,  and 
performed  her  work  with  eafe. 

At  Kill-James,  near  Thomas- 
Town,in  Ireland,  Martha  Jackfon, 
aged  127  years.  She  retained  her 
fenfes  to  the  laft. 

At  Shiffnall,  aged  128,  Mary 
Yates.-— She  married  a  third  huf- 
band  at  92,  and  was  hearty  and 
ilrong  at  120  years. 


JULY. 

n  Lord  Howe  arrived  off 

nt*  Halifax. 

A  poorwoman,  at  Earls-LIilton, 
Leicellerfhire,  that  could  fcarce 
crawl,  was  cruelly  plunged  in  a 
pond,  by  way  of  trying  if  fhe  was 
a  witch ;  and  might  have  loft  her 
life,  had  it  not  been  for  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  gentlemen,  merely  becaufe 
her  fuffering  blood  to  be  drawn 
from  her  body,  and  blefting  ano¬ 
ther  poor  woman,  who  was  thought 
to  be  bewitched  by  her,  had  not 
the  deftred  effedfc. 

1  Mr.  Kirkman,  lately 

eiefted  into  the  office  of 
iheriffi  for  London  and  Middlefex, 
lent  a  letter  to  the  court  of  aider- 
men,  wherein  he  pleaded  the  pri¬ 
vilege  of  exemption,  as  a  captain 
in  the  Warwickfhire  militia.  It 
feems,  that,  in  a  claufe  in  the  mi¬ 
litia  a6l  of  the  fecond  year  of  the 
prefent  king,  cap.  20.  itisena&ed, 
“  That  no  perfon,  during  the  time 
he  fhall  be  acting  as  an  officer  in 
the  militia,  fhall  be  compellable  to 
ferve  the  office  of  Iheriffi  ”  This 
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plea  being  wholly  unexpected,, 
threw  the  court  into  home  furprize  § 
the  common-ferjeant  was  called 
upon,  in  the  abfence  of  the  recor¬ 
der,  to  give  his  opinion  ;  but  he 
declined  doing  it  without  the  a  Hi  fi¬ 
ance  of  his  learned  brother.  The 
court  therefore  referred  the  matter 
to  their  joint  connderation  ;  and 
within  a  few  days,  Mr.  Kirkman’s 
excufe  was  admitted,  and  Aider- 
man  Plurnbe  chofen  in  his  room. 

The  declaration  of  inde-  . 
pendence,  iffued  by  the  3  * 
Continental  Congrefs,  was  read  at 
the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the 
continental  army,  polled  at  and 
near  New- York,  and  every  where 
received  with  loud  huzzas,  &c. 
and  the  fame  evening  the  equeftrian 
ftatue  of  his  Majefty,  which  h ad- 
been  ereCted  in  the  year  1770,  was 
laid  proftrate  on  the  ground,  and 
the  lead  of  it  deftined  to  ferve  as 
bullets.  The  fame  declaration  was 
read  pretty  much  about  the  fame 
time,  in  almoft  every  other  town  of 
the  united  colonies,  and  every 
where  received  with  equal  demon* 
ftrations  of  joy. 

The  Swiftlure,  a  bomb  man  of 
war  on  a  new  conftruCtion,  with 
two  bomb-beds,  and  forty  guns, 
was  launched  at  Blackwall. 

An  a&ion,  brought  by  Lord 
Bolingbroke  againft  the  Printer  of 
the  Morning-Chronicle,  for  a  libel 
in  the  fa  id  paper,  was  tried  before 
Lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial  jury 
in  the  court  of  King’s  -  Bench, 
Weftminftcr.  The  damages  were 
laid  at  5*000 1.  but  the  jury,  after 
having  been  out  near  two  hours, 
gave  a  verdiCt  for  only  20  i. 

Another  action,  in  which  Mr. 
Hill,  of  Tower-Hill,  was  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  Mr.  Pell,  with  other  Mid¬ 
dlefex  juftices  of  the  peace,  were 

defendants. 
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defendants,  was  tried  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  De  Grey  in  the 
court  of  Common-Pleas,  Weftmin- 
ftcr.  The  attion  charged  the  de¬ 
fendants  with  forcibly  entering  the 
plaintiff’s  houfe*  under  the  pre¬ 
tence  of  fearching  for  a  printing- 
prefs,  and  certain  papers  reflect¬ 
ing  on  the  proceedings  of  admini- 
ftration ;  fhantefully  ranfacking  his 
papers  ;  damaging  his  furniture  ; 
alarming  his  family  ;  and  expofmg 
himfelf,  as  an  obnoxious  character, 
to  the  infults  of  a  mob.  Two 
refpeftable  witnefles  afcertained 
thefe  facts  ;  and  feveral  others  were 
ready  to  confirm  their  evidence; 
but  the  chief  jultice  was  fo  clearly 
fatisfied  of  the  fadt,  that  he  waved 
all  further  examination  of  the  mat¬ 
ter.  Not  a  Angle  witnefs  was  called 
on  the  part  of  the  defendants. 
Upon  this,  the  chief  juftice  ob- 
ferved,  with  refpect  to  the  fadt, 
that  it  flood  uncontradidted  ;  and 
that  the  defendants,  therefore,  ac¬ 
knowledged  themfelves  confcious 
of  having  acted  illegally  ;  and  only 
recommended  to  the  jury  to  efli- 
mate  the  damages ;  which  they 
accordingly  did  at  ten  pounds. 

Came  on  to  be  heard,  at  Doc- 
tors-Commons,  before  Dr.  Bettef- 
worth.  Chancellor  of  the  diocefe 
of  London,  a  motion,  on  the  part 
of  the  Earl  of  Briftol,  againfl  the 
Countefs  of  Briftol,  calling  herfelf 
Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  purporting 
that  the  court  fnould  decree  a  cita¬ 
tion  to  be  affixed  on  the  Royal - 
Exchange,  See.  for  the  faid  Coun¬ 
tefs  to  fhew  caufe  why  the  fentence 
pronounced  againfl  the  earl,  for¬ 
bidding  him  to  boaft  himfelf  to 
be  the  hufband  of  the  faid  lady, 
Ihould  not  be  declared  null  arid 
void,  as  his  lordlhip  is  now  able  to 
prove  his  marriage. 


As  thbre  was  noperfon  to  appear 
for  the  lady,  the  judge  expreffed 
his  doubts  \n  granting  the  motion. 
As  the  marriage  with  Lord  Briftol 
had  been  determined  by  a  verditt, 
he  could  not  fee  the  reafon  for  com¬ 
ing  to  that  court  ;  and,  as  every¬ 
thing  was  new,  he  was  apprehen- 
Ave  of  coll  u  Aon  fomewhere  ;  and 
therefore  was  cautious  how  he  pro¬ 
ceeded.  However,  after  hearing 
what  Dr.  Harris,  as  counfel,  and 
Meffieurs  M;\jor  and  Slade,  as 
proftors,  for  flis  lordlhip,  had  to 
offer,  and  no  appearance  being, 
made  by  her  ladyfhip,  or  any 
prottor  for  her,  he  ordered  the  ci¬ 
tation  prayed  for,  returnable  the 
flrft  feffion  of  next  term,  to  pafs 
under  leal,  and  to  be  executed  on 
one  of  the  pillars  of  the  Roval- 
Exchange,  after  the  manner  of 
citing  peers  and  peereffes  reftdent 
cut  of  the  kingdom. 

Came  on  before  the  fame  gen¬ 
tleman,  in  the  fame  court,  a  caufe 
brought  by  a  gentleman  againfl  his 
wife, for  criminal  converfation  with 
a  clergyman;  when  the  judge,  af¬ 
ter  hearing  the  evidence  read,  and 
the  advocates  on  both  Ades,  pro¬ 
nounced  for  a  divorce.  We  have 
already  mentioned  the  gentleman’s 
obtaining  a  verdidl  for  3000I.  da¬ 
mages  in  one  of  the  civil  courts  of 
juftice,  on  the  fame  account. 

The  annual  commemora-  u 
tion  of  founders  and  bene- 
fadlors  was  celebrated  in  the  theatre 
at  Oxford.  Among;  other  gentle- 
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men  who  received  honorary  degrees 
on  this  occaAon,  were,  Thomas 
Hutehinfon,  Efq;  late  governor  of 
MaAachufett’s-Bay,  and  f  eter  Oli¬ 
ver,  Efq;  late  deputy-governor. 
The  prizes  given  annually  by  the 
Right  Hon.  Lord  North,  Chan¬ 
cellor  of  the  fame  univgrAtv.  were 

this 
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this  year  adjudged  to  Mr.  Lowth, 
fon  of  the  Lord  Bifhop  of  Oxford, 
and  Mr.  Cummings,  jnn.  both 
Fellows  of  New- College. 

^  ,  Lieut.  Col.  Gordon  was 

Ihot  by  a  party  of  rebels, 
as  he  was  taking  the  air  on  horfe- 
back  near  Chamblee. 

A  court  of  admiralty  was  held 
at  the  femons-houfe  in  the  Old- 
Bailey,  before  Sir  George  Hay, 
judge  of  the  admiralty  court,  and 
Mr.  Juftice  Afhurft  and  Mr.  Baron 
Perry n,  when  Alexander  Kidd, 
late  mate  of  the  Atlantic,  was  tried 
for  the  wilful  murder  of  Robert 
jackfon,  a  foremaft  man,  in  the  faid 
ihip,  by  throwing  him  overboard 
in  the  river  Tagus,  near  Lilbon, 
whereby  he  was  drowned :  and 
Thomas  King,  late  Captain  of  the 
Sorroy,  for  the  wilful  murder  of 
John  Warren,  a  mariner  in  the 
laid  fhip,  on  the  coaft  of  Africa, 
by  kicking  him  in  the  fide,  where¬ 
of,  it  was  alledged,  he  died. 
They  were  both  acquitted. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of  Com¬ 
mon-Pleas,  before  Lord  Chief  Juf¬ 
tice  De  Grey  and  a  fpecial  jury,  a 
caufe,  wherein  an  engraver  and 
printfeller  was  plaintiff ;  and  an 
officer  in  the  army,  defendant. 
The  adlion  was  for  the  defendant’s 
feducing  the  plaintiff’s  daughter, 
a  girl  of  feventeen,  from  the  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  detaining  her  under  a  pro- 
mifeof  marriage.  The  jury  brought 
in  a  verdidt  for  the  plaintiff,  with 
800 1.  damages. 

,  O11  this  and  the  next  day, 

’  General  Howe,  with  the 
troops  under  his  command  from 
Halifax,  landed  on  Staten-Ifiand. 
g  k  A  very  large  body  of 
*  journeymen  carpenters  hav¬ 
ing  affembled  in  Stepney -fields,  for 
thepurpofe  of  railing  their  wages. 
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Mr.  Juftice  Sherwood,  who  had 
had  previous  notice  of  fuch  meet¬ 
ing,  with  two  other  magiftrates, 
Mr.  Blackmore  and  Mr.  Curtis, 
attended  by  the  high-conltable  and 
peace  officers,  immediately  repaired 
to  the  place  of  Rendezvous,  when 
the  men  drew  up  in  a  ring,  and 
received  the  juffices  with  great  re- 
l'pedt,  acquainting  them  with  their 
fuppofed  grievances,  &c.  and  of 
the  occafion  of  their  meeting.  On 
this  Mr.  Sherwood  told  them, 
that  if  they  would  leave  their  cafe' 
at  his  office,  with  any  plan  for 
the  redrefs  of  their  grievances^.  he, 
with  the  other  gentlemen,  would 
do  all  that  lay  in  their  power  to 
forward  it ;  though  he  feared  no¬ 
thing  but  a  bill  rn  parliament  to 
regulate  their  wages  would  do,  as 
in  the  cafe  of  the  weavers.  In  the 
mean  time,  he  recommended  to 
them  to  have  no  more  of  thefe 
large  meetings  abroad,  as  they 
tended,  notwithftanding  their  pa¬ 
cific  intentions,  to  many  mifchiefs 
through  inconfiderate  drinking, 
and  infilled  on  their  immediately 
difperfing ;  which  they  inftantly  and 
chearfuliy  complied  with,  without 
the  leaft  indecent  or  irregular  be¬ 
haviour,  We  thought  it  our  duty' 
to  infert  this  account,  as  it  does 
honour  to  the  magiftrates,  as  well 
as  to  the  poor  men  concerned  in 
the  affair  ;  and  may  prove  an  ufe- 
ful  lefibn  on  ftmilar  occafions. 

In  obedience  to  the  a£l  paffed  in 
the  laft  fefiions  of  parliament,  for 
building  general  workhoufes,  an 
order  was  ferved  on  the  lord-mayor, 
to  iffue  out  his  precepts  to  the  offi¬ 
cers  of  the  feveral  parifhes  of  Lon¬ 
don,  to  deliver  in  to  the  fecretaries 
of  ftate  an  exadt  account  of  the 
number  of  poor  in  their  refpedtive 
parifhes,  who  are  either  in  the 

workhoufes. 
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workhoufes,  or  receive  alms  ;  and 
the  fame  order  is  to  be  fent  to 
every  parifh  in  the  kingdom,  in 
order  that  fome  regulations  may  be 
made  for  better  providing  for  the 
poor,  on  the  one  hand,  and  eafing 
the  inhabitants  of  fome  part  of  the 
poor’s-rates  with  which  they  are 
now  loaded,  on  the  other  ;  by  put¬ 
ting  a  (lop  to  the  practice  of  farm¬ 
ing  out  the  poor,  and  all  other  im- 
polltions.  As  a  fpecimen  of  the 
great  good  that  may  be  expected 
from  a  clofer  infpedtion  of  the  pre- 
fent  modes  of  managing  the  poor, 
and  the  committing  of  them  to  ho- 
nefter,  or  at  leaft  abler  hands,  we 
fhall  give  the  reader,  in  the  Ap¬ 
pendix  to  this  part  of  the  work,  a 
very  curious  paper,  publi/hed  in 
the  courfe  of  this  year,  and  ad- 
dreffed  to  the  inhabitants  of  St- 
Andrew,  Holborn,  above  the  Bars, 
and  St.  George  the  Martyr,  in  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  united. 

k  A  flight  fhock  of  an 
earthquake  was  felt  at  Ve¬ 
nice  ;  and  a  very  ftrong  one,  of 
full  fifteen  minutes  continuance,  at 
Andreis,  where  its  effects  were  pro- 
portionably  terrible.  Almoft  all 
the  houfes  were  thrown  down,  and 
thofe  which  remained  {landing, 
were  fo  ihattered,  that  they  daily 
fell  in  ruins.  The  pariili  church, 
and  that  of  St.  Daniel,  were  fplit 
on  all  fldes,  and  threatened  a 
fpeedy  fall.  A  number  of  perfons 
were  buried  in  the  ruins  ;  and 
thofe  who  efcaped  into  the  fields, 
had  neither  fuccour,  nor  fhelter  to 
comfort  them. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of  Com¬ 
mon  Pleas,  Guildhall,  London,  the 
caufe  between  Lord  Chatham, 
plaintiff,  and  Mr.  Henry  Sampfon 
Woodfall,  printer  of  the  Public 
Advertifer,  defendant.  The  action 
was  brought  to  recover  fome  da- 
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mages  for  the  very  great  injury 
his  lordfhip  had  futlained  by  the 
defendant’s  printing  a  libel  in  his 
paper  of  the  22d  of  March  laflr, 
declaring  the  noble  lord’s  fenti- 
ments  and  opinions  to  be  hoftile  to 
the  Americans,  and  fuch  as  totally 
coincided  with  thofe  ol  the  mini- 
ftry.  The  plaintiff  proved  the 
printing  of  the  piece  by  Mr.  W  ood- 
fall  j  but,  on  the  difcovery  of  a. 
variation  of  one  letter  between  it 
and  the  record,  he  was  non-fuited. 

In  the  evening,  a  riotous  mob  of 
weavers,  fhearmen,  &c.  collected 
from  {.he  towns  of  Warminfter, 
Frome,  &c.  affembled  together, 
and  proceeded  to  the  town  of Shep- 
ton-Mallet,  with  intent  to  deftroy, 
under  cover  of  the  night,  a  ma¬ 
chine  lately  eredted  by  the  clothiers, 
for  the  advancement  and  benefit  of 
the  manufa&ory,  and  to  pull  down 
the  houfes,  and  take  away  the  lives 
of  thofe  perfons  who  encouraged 
and  promoted  the  ufe  of  it. 

The  clothiers,  having  notice  of 
their  intentions,  applied  to  three 
neighbouring  magistrates,  who,  for 
the  confervation  of  the  peace,  af¬ 
fembled  at  a  public  inn.  After 
waiting  there  till  two  o’clock  next 
morning,  without  any  alarm,  two 
of  the  three  returned  to  their  re- 
fpedtive  homes,  but  the  other  re¬ 
mained,  left  afliftance  might  be 
wanted.  The  juftices  who  left  the 
town  were  fcarcely  out  of  it,  when 
the  mob,  who  had  remained  at  a 
little  diftance  from  the  town,  re- 
ftrained  by  the  fear  of  their  power, 
thinking  there  was  no  magiftrate 
left  to  command  the  military,  af¬ 
fembled,  made  an  attack  on  the 
poor-houfe,  where  the  machines 
were  worked  ;  and  before  the  fol- 
diery  could  be  had  to  cppofe  them, 
broke  into  the  lame  ;  and  not  only 
deftroyed  the  particular  objedls  of 
[4JJ  their 
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bheir  refentment  (the  machines,) 
but  committed  other  injuries,  to  a 
very  confiderable  amount.  They 
had  fcarcely  efte&ed  their  purpofe, 
when  the  military,  preceded  by 
the  remaining  magiftrate,  advan¬ 
ced,  and  fecured  five  of  the  ring¬ 
leaders  5  but  in  conveying  them 
to  the  prifon,  they  were  attacked 
by  the  whole  body  with  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  effect  a  refeue. 

The  proclamation  was  then  read 
by  John  Strode,  Efq$  who  very 
humanely  advanced  to  the  mob, 
accompanied  by  a  principal  clothier, 
and  endeavoured,  by  all  the  argu¬ 
ments  prudence  could  fuggeft,  to 
convince  them  of  the  impropriety 
of  their  conduct,  and  perfuade 
them  to  aifperfe  ;  but  they,  with 
the  utmoft  effrontery,  declared  they 
would  not  leave  the  town  till  their 
companions  were  difeharged.  To 
fave  the  effufion  of  blood,  even 
this  demand  was  on  the  point  of 
being  granted  them,  on  condition 
they  would  promife  never  to  mo- 
left  or  difturb  the  town  again,  when 
fome  of  the  moll  daring,  at  the  in- 
ftigationo:  the  women,  began  moft 
cruelly  to  ftone  the  foldiers,  who 
bore  the  attack  with  uncommon 
fortitude  and  moderation,  firft 
difeharging  two  rounds  over  their 
heads,  to  deter,  them,  if  poftible, 
from  proceeding  to  greater  extre¬ 
mities.  This  lenity  had  not  the  de- 
fired  eff'ett,  for  they  continued  the 
attack  with  redoubled  vigour,  arid 
very  much  wounded  feven  of  the 
foldiers.  Upon  this,  no  alterna¬ 
tive  being  left,  the  command  to 
level  their  pieces  was  given,  and 
one  man  fell,  and  fix  were  wound¬ 
ed.  This  ftruck  fuch  a  terror  into 
the  rioters,  that  they  retired  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation  ;  upon 
which  the  magiftrate  immediately 
..ordered  the  men  to  ccafe  firing, 


and  no  further  mifehief  enfued. 
The  coroner  fat  on  the  body  ol 
the  man  that  had  been  killed,  the 
next  night,  and  brought  in  a  ver¬ 
dict  of  accidental  death  by  the  mi¬ 
litary,  under  the  command  of  the 
civil  power. 

At  night,  a  man,  in  attempt¬ 
ing  to  rob  a  gentleman’s  garden  al 
Hampftead,  was  caught  by  the  leg 
in  a  trap,  which  tore  it  in  fo  ter¬ 
rible  a  manner,  that  it  was  fup- 
pofed  he  would  lofe  it.  It  were 
to  be  wifhed,  that  thefe  machines 
could  be  fo  contrived,  as  to  fecure 
the  offender,  without  difabling 
him,  and  thereby  rendering  him 
not  only  a  ufelefs,  but  a  hurthen- 
fome,  member  of  fociety. 

Mr.  Foote,  at  the  Little  Theatre 
in  the  Haymarket,  appeared  in  the 
character  of  Lady  Pentweazlea 
with  a  head-drefs  ftuck  full  of  fea¬ 
thers  in  the  utmoft  extravagance  ol 
the  prefent  mode,  being  at  leaft  a 
yard  wide  ;  and  to  heighten  the 
ridicule,  the  whole  fabric  of  fea¬ 
thers,  hair,  and  wool,  dropped  ofi 
as  he  waddled  oft'  the  ftage.  Their 
majefties,  who  were  prefent, 
laughed  immoderately  at  the  fight, 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  audience  : 
but  the  elegant,  becoming  manner 
in  which  her  majefty’s  head  was 
d  re  fled,  was  univerfally  allowed  fc 
be  the  jufteft  as  well  as  the  fevered 
fatire  on  the  prefect  filthy  failiion, 

A  fire-ball  fell  at  Ox-  . 

ford,  which  alarmed  the  1 1  ^ 
whole  city,  but  happily  burft  with 
out  mifehief.  ;  ' 

Lord  Howe,  with  the  ^ 

fleet  and  tranfports  under  Ij)  lc 
his  command,  joined  the  army  un¬ 
der  General  Howe,  at  Staten 
Ifland  ;  and,  the  day  following, 
a  flag,  with  letters  from  Lord  Howe 
for  General  Wafhington ,  was  metb) 
the  adjutant-general  of  the  pro v in- 
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cial  army  ;  but  his  letters  were  re- 
Wed,  on  account  of  their  not  giv¬ 
ing  the  general  the  title  of  Excel¬ 
lency  ;  and  the  General’s  conduct 
on  the  occafion  was  foon  after  ap¬ 
proved  of  by  the  Continental  Con- 
grefs.  Their  contents,  however, 
containing  the  powers  by  which 
the  commiffioners  were  authorifed 
to  treat,  and  the  terms  on  which 
they  were  empowered  to  accept 
fubmillion,  were  received  by  the 
congrefs,  and  by  their  orders  cir¬ 
culated  throughout  America,  but 
univerfally  reje&ed. 

L  The  fefiions  ended  at  the 
^  '  Old  Bailey,  when  four  pri- 

forrers  received  judgment  of  death, 
viz.  three,  for  houfe-breaking  ;  and 
the  fourth,  for  robbing  a  warehoufe 
of  raw-filk,  to  the  amount  of  1 30I. 
One  of  the  houfe-breakers  was 
executed  the  fourth  of  Auguft ; 
and  the  iajt  of  the  capital  convicts, 
fent  to  Ireland  to  be  tried  for  mur¬ 
der  ;  nineteen  were  fentenced  to 
three  years  hard  labour,  in  fome 
fervice  ufeful  to  the  navigation  of 
the  river  Thames  ;  eleven  were 
Branded  in  the  hand,  eight  of 
whom  were  to  be  imprifoned  fix 
■months  ;  and  three,  three  months, 
in  Newgate  ;  fcven  ordered  ,to  be 
whipped  and  imprifoned  ;  three, 
for  three  years  in  Bridewell  ;  and 
two,  for  two  months  in  Newgate  ; 
four  branded  in  the  hand,  and 
difcharged  ;  ten  ordered  to  be 
whipped  ;  and  twenty-five  dif- 
-  charged  by  proclamation. 

Among  thofe  acquitted,  was  one 
for  the  coining  of  fhillings,  &c. 
who  had  been  tried  and  acquitted 
three  times  before  for  the  fame  of¬ 
fence.  His  trial  this  time  laited 
four  hours. 

The  court  took  down  the  aye, 
firength,  he.  of  thofe  convicted 
q!  fuch  crimes  as  were  not  of  a  ca- 


I  C  L  E.  [163 

pital  nature  ;  and  the  recorder,  in 
palling  fentence  on  fuch  of  them  as 
were  condemned  to  hard  labour  in 
fome  fervice  ufeful  to  the  naviga¬ 
tion  of  the  river  Thames,  told 
them  that  the  punifhment,  though 
very  fevere,  neverthelefs  left  them 
an  opportunity  to  mitigate  its  hea¬ 
viness  ;  becaufe,  if  they  manifelted 
figns  of  real  contrition,  and  ap¬ 
peared  truly  defirous  of  becoming 
ufeful  members  of  fociety,  their 
conduS  would  be  reported  to  the 
government  by  proper  officers,  and 
the  term  of  their  lervitude  abridg¬ 
ed.  Whereas,  on  the  contrary,  if 
they  were  incorrigible,  they  would 
be  worked  without  remiffion  to  the 
utmofl  of  their  firength.  The 
term  of  their  fervitude  would  be 
doubled  upon  the  firfl  attempt  to 
efcape  ;  and  upon  the  fecond  they 
would  be  liable  to  fuller  death 
without  benefit  of  clergy. 

The  law  for  fentencing  the  con¬ 
victs  to  work  upon  the  Thames  is 
indeed  fevere,  but  we  trull  it  will 
be  falutary.  They  are  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  as  much  labour  as  they 
pan  fuftain  ;  to  be  fed  with  legs 
and  fliins  of  beef,  oxcheek,  and 
fuch  other  coarfe  food  ;  to  have 
nothing  for  drink,  but  water  or 
fmall  beer  3  to  be  clad  in  fome 
fqualid  uniform;  never  to  be  vifited 
without  the  confent  of  the  over- 
feers  ;  and  whoever  gives  them 
the  finalleft  relief,  incurs  a  penalty 
pf  forty  /hillings.  The  expence 
of  keeping  and  maintaining  then* 
is  to  be  paid  by  government,  and 
nor  out  of  the  county  rates. 

The  firft  veffel  launched  for  the 
above  purpofe  was  conflru&ed  on  a 
plan  approyed  ot  by  his  majefly 
in  council.  It  cannot  be  called  a 
fliip  or  tender,  neither  is  it  fo  fiat 
or  open  as  a  lighter  ;  it  is  calcu¬ 


lated  to  hold  twenty-feyen  tons  of 
2  ball  aft  ; 
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ballafc  ;  on  the  larboard  fide,  the 
gunwail  is  confiderably  broader 
than  in  the  common  lighters  ;  on 
the  itarboard  fide,  is  a  flooring 
about  three  feet  broad,  for  the  men 
to  work  on,  and  a  machine  called 
a  david,  with  a  windlafs,  for  raifing 
the  ballad.  Part  of  the  veflel  is 
decked-in  abaft,  for  the  con v  ids  to 
deep  in  ;  and  another,  in  the  fore- 
caftle,  is  formed  into  a  kind  of 
cabbin  for  the  overfeer.  Her  out¬ 
ward  appearance  differs  very  little 
from  that  of  a  common  lighter. 
On  the  5th  of  A u guff,  the  con¬ 
victs,  chained  by  the  leg,  two  and 
two,  began  to  work  in  her,  about 
two  miles  below  Barking  Creek, 
under  the  diredion  of  Duncan 
Campbell,  Efq;  who  has  been 
appointed  the  governor  of  this 
new  kind  of  Bridewell.  Their 
behaviour,  in  general,  fince  they 
came  on  board  her,  and  other 
lighters  employed  in  the  fame  fer- 
vice,  has  been  very  becoming 
the  claufe  in  the  ad,  which  fays, 
that  the  time  for  which  they  were 
fentenced  to  work  may  be  flhorten- 
ed,  on  a  reprefentation  of  their 
good  behaviour,  having  operated 
very  powerfully. 

A  few  of  them,  indeed,  em¬ 
ployed  a  little  below  Woolwich, 
attempted  to  get  off  their  chains, 
and  were  guilty  offome  flight  out¬ 
rages  to  their  commander  ;  when 
a  fevere  flagellation  enfued  on 
their  being  again  properly  fe- 
cured. 

Eight  others,  a  flicrt  time  after, 
found  means  to  feize  on  the  arm- 
chefr  j  and,  prefenting  pifiols  to 
the  head  of  their  keepers,  threa¬ 
tened  to  blow  their  brains  out,  if 
thev  did  not  immediately  go  down 

J  m  J  O 

into  the  hold,  which  they  were 
obliged  to  comply  with  ;  upon 
which  the  villains  jumped  into  a 
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boat,  which  had  been  defignedly 
brought  along-flde  by  fome  of  their 
friends,  and  got  clear  off. 

This  day  twelvemonth,  a 
theatre  was  opened  at  Ma- 
drafs,  with  an  ingenious  and  ele¬ 
gant  introductory  prologue,  writ¬ 
ten  by  Mr.  E.  J. 

Some  fhares  of  the  Royal  Bank 
at  Edinburgh,  fold  at  the  rate  of 
215b  being  14I.  higher  than  was 
ever  paid  before,  owing  to  the 
great  plenty  of  money  now  circu¬ 
lating  in  Scotland.  Above  half  a 
million  fterling,  it  was  computed, 
was  now  lent  out  in  Edinburgh 
alone,  at  three  per  cent,  and  more 
money,  befides,  was  ready  to  be 
lent  on  bond  fecurity,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  than  was  ever  known  at  any 
former  period. 

I~Ier  Imperial  Majefty  of  R  , 
Ruflia  dined  on  board  Ad-  1  1* 

miral  Greig’s  fhip  in  the  harbour 
of  St.  Peterfburgh,  at  a  table  of 
one  hundred  covers  j  and  in  the 
afternoon  reviewed  her  fleet  ;  and 
even  failed  with  it  for  fome  time  ; 
the  whole  under  repeated  falutes 
from  the  iliips  and  batteries, 
efpecially  thofe  of  Croniladt, 
mounting  nine  hundred  guns. 

In  a  letter  lately  received  by  the 
committee  at  the  Eondon  Tavern 
appointed  to  conduct  the  voluntary 
contributions  iri  favour  of  the  fol- 
diers  ferving  in  North  America, 
their  wives  and  children,  from  the 
committee  of  officers  appointed  by 
General  Howe,  to  -conduct  it  on 
the  fpot,  is  the  following  paragraph  ,• 

“  n±  his  board,  as  well  as  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  foldiers  in  general,  are 
fenfible  of  the  great  attention 
which  their  countrymen  have  iliewn 
them  on  this  occafion  ;  and  we 
flatter  ourfelves  that  the  future 
operations  of  the  army,  in  redu¬ 
cing  the  deluded  inhabitants  of  this 

o 
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country  to  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  duty, 
v.’ill.merit  their  approbation.  The 
fociety  may  be  aftured  that  the 
board  will  exert  themfelves  to  ren¬ 
der  their  benevolent  defigns  as  be¬ 
neficial  as  poftible.  As  we  are 
convinced  that  you  are  defirous  of 
contributing  to  the  utrno'ft  of  your 
power  towards  the  relief  of  the  fol- 
diers,  &c.  we  beg  leave  to  fuggeft 
to  you,  that  the  following  articles 
will  be  particularly  ufeful,  to  wit, 
foap,  leather  for  mending  fhoes, 
combs,  chalk  or  whitening  for 
cleaning  cloaths,  leggings,  horfe- 
radifh,  ground-ginger,  awls,  wax, 
and  cobler.s  ends  for  fhoe-makers.” 

^  The  grand  Duke  of  Ruff- 
21  '  fia,  being  on  a  vifit  to  his 
Pruftian  Majefty,  made  his  public 
entry  into  Berlin,  accompanied  by 
Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  order.  Firft,  appeared 
twenty-four  poftilions,  founding 
their  horns,  commanded  by  fix 
fecretaries  of  the  poft,  all  in  uni¬ 
form  ;  after  thefe  came  the  com¬ 
pany  of  butchers,  then  that  of 
archers,  after  them  a  confiderable 
body  of  merchants,  diftinguiihed 
by  the  beauty  of  their  uniform  ; 
after  thefe  companies  came  three 
fuperb  ftate  coaches,  in  which  were 
the  Lieutenant-General  Lentulus 
de  Buddenbrock,  Count  Werthern, 
minifter  of  ftate,  the  Major-Gene¬ 
ral  Sobeck  and  Prittwitz,  with 
fome  other  gentlemen  :  a  detach¬ 
ment  of  Life-guards,  followed  by 
a  running  footman,  immediately 
preceded  one  of  the  king’s-coaches, 
with  eight-horfes,  in  which  were 
the  Grand  Duke  of  Ruffia,  and 
Prince  Henry  of  Pruffia.  This 
was  one  of  the  moft  fuperb  car¬ 
riages  ever  feen,  and  was  followed 
by  three  others,  in  which  were  the 
general  field  mar/hal  Count  Ro- 
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manzow  Sadiomilkoy,  General 
Count  Soltikow,  and  the  cham¬ 
berlain  and  gentlemen  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Highnefs.  The  proceffion 
was  clofed  by  one  hundred  men  of 
infantry,  being  the  guard  of  ho¬ 
nour.  All  the  magiftracy  of  the 
city  received  the  princes  under  a 
triumphal  arch,  where  upwards  of 
feventy  young  maidens,  drefted 
like  nymphs  and  fihepherdeffes, 
prefented  the  grand  duke  with 
verfes  and  a  garland  of  flowers. 
The  cannon  fired,  and  the  trum¬ 
pets  and  other  mufic  founded  from 
the  beginning,  till  the  king  em¬ 
braced  the  grand  duke  in  his 
apartments.  The  grand  duke,  at 
the  king’s  approach,  faid,  “  Per¬ 
mit  me,  O  mighty  monarch,  to 
fignify  my  reafons  for  having  tra¬ 
velled  from  the  extremities  of  the 
North  to  thefe  happy  dominions  : 
it  is  to  a  fibre  you,  myfelf,  of  the 
everlafting  tie  of  friendftiip  and  al¬ 
liance  which  henceforth  iliall  reign 
between  Ruffia  and  Pruffia  ;  to 
meet  Ruffia’s  future  Emprefs,  who 
will  be  dearer  to  myfelf  and  the 
whole  nation  for  my  having  re¬ 
ceived  her  from  your  hands  ;  and 
laftly,  and  chiefly,,  to  view  with 
my  own  eyes  Europe’s  greateft 
hero,  the  admiration  of  the  age, 
and  the  aftonifhment  of  polte- 
nty!” — Here  he  was  interrupted 
by  the  King,  who  replied,  “  In- 
ftead  of  which  you  behold,  O 
Prince  a  hoary-headed  Valetudi¬ 
narian,  who  could  never  have 
wi/hed  for  a  fuperior  happinefs 
than  that  of  welcoming  within 
thefe  walls  the  hopeful  head  of  a 
might  empire,  and  the  only  fon 
of  my  beft  friend,  Catherine  the 
Great  !”  Turning  to  General  Ro- 
manzow,  he  added,  “  Welcome, 
conqueror  of  the  Gttomans  !  I  find 
3  ^  great 
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a  great  likenefs  between  you  and 
my  General  Winterfeldt.”  “  Sire, 
(replied  the  General)  I  am  ambi¬ 
tious  to  refemble.  even  outwardly, 
a  Genera],  who  diftinguilhed  him- 
felf  fo  much' in  your  Majefty’s  fer- 
vice.”  The  King  made  anfwer, 
“  You  have  far  more  reafon  to  be 
proud  ot  your  own  glorious  deeds, 
which  will  hand  down,  to  the 
lateid  pofterity,  your  immortal 
fame  !” 

Prince  Henry  of  Pruflla,  in  the 
name  of  the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia, 
made  the  demand  of  the  Princefs 
of  Wirtemberg  Stutgard,  in  mar¬ 
riage  for  the  Grand  Duke  ;  and 
the  ceremony  of  the  contract  took 
place  the  fame  day.  On  the  3d  of 
Auguft,  his  Imperial  Highnefs  took 
leave  of  the  Royal  Family,  when 
the  King  made  him  the  following 
magnificent  prefents  :  a  defiert- 
fervice,  and  a  coffee-fervice,  with 
ten  vafes  of  China,  of  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  Berlin  ;  a  ring,  with  his 
Majefty’s  portrait,  covered  with  a 
diamond  valued  at  30,000  crowns  j 
a  fet  of  Prufilan  horfes  ;  and  four 
pieces  of  rich  tapeftry. 

After  this  there  was  an  ex¬ 
traordinary  court,  at  which  were 
prefent  all  the  foreign  minifters, 
and  every  perfon  of  diftindtion. 
The  whole  auguft  company  fupped 
with  the  Queen  in  great  magnifi¬ 
cence,  and  the  next  day  dined 
with  her  Majefty. 

At  night,  fome  rogues  broke 
into  the  houfe  of  a  gentleman 
in  Great  Ruftell-ftreet,  Bloonif- 
bury,  all  whole  family  happened 
to  be  then  in  the  country  ;  and 
carried  off  plate  to  the  amount  of 
above  300I.  We  infert  this  by 
way  of  caution  to  fuch  of  our 
readers,  as  leave  their  town  houfes 
for  the  fummer  fealbn,  to  lodfre 


their  plate  at  a  banker’s,  and  their 
houfehold  furniture  with  an  up- 
holfterer,  as  the  bed;  way  to  fecuie 
whatever  goods,  &c.  they  may  not 
think  proper  to  take  along  with 
them. 

The  fir  ft  done  of  an  ob- 
fervatory  on  Calton-hill, 
near  Edinburgh,  was  laid 
great  folemnity,  in  the  prefence 
ot  the  Lord-Provofl  and  magistrates 
ot  that  city,  accompanied  by  the 
heads  of  the  univerfity. 

At  a  court  of  common  , 
council  held  at  Guildhall,  23  * 


2zd. 

with 


the  thanks  of  that  court  were  una- 
nimoufiy  voted  to  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes,  for  his  endeavours  to  fup- 
port  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
freemen  of  Worcefter  in  the  late 
election  for  reprefentatives  for  that 
city. 

The  body  of  a  coach-  , 
man,  found  without  any  of  2 4  s 
the  common  figns  of  life,  in  a  lia¬ 
ble  at  Fulham,  to  which  he  went 
a  few  days  before,  in  a  Teeming 
Hate  of  good  health,  to  put  up 
his  horfes,  was  buried  at  that 
place.  But  when  the  funeral  was 
over,  a  perfon  infilling  that,  du¬ 
ring  the  performance  of  the  fervice, 
he  heard  a  rumbling  and  llruggling 
in  the  coffin,  the  earth  was  re¬ 
moved,  and  the  coffin  taken  out 
of  the  grave  ;  when,  on  opening 
it,  there  appeared  evident  proofs, 
that  the  unhappy  man,  though 
then  abfolutely  dead,  had  come  to 
him  felf,  as  his  body  was  very  much 
bruifed  in  feveral  places,  fome  of 
which  were  Hill  bleeding ;  and 
there  appeared  befides  a  quantity 
of  blood  in  the  coffin.  Surely,  it 
is  high  time  to  put  the  office  of 
fearchers  into  better  hands  ;  and 
who  Jo  fit  for  the  purpofe,  as  the 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  belong- 
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ing  to  the  Society  for  the  recovery 
bf  perfons  apparently  drowned, 
&c.  who  might  be  allowed  a  fuit- 
able  reward  tor  their  trouble,  pay¬ 
able  by  the  pariBi  when  the  friends 
of  the  fuppofed  deceafed  were  too 
poor  to  pay  it  j  and  a  ftill  greater 
reward,  in  cafe  they  Biould  bring 
to  life  any  perfon  given  over  as 
dead  by  thofe  they  belonged  to. 

Sir  Bafil  Keith,  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  iflued  a  proclamation  to 
put  martial-law  in  force  in  that 
ifland,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
fpreading  of  what  the  proclama¬ 
tion  ftiles  a  rebellion  of  the  ne¬ 
groes,  in  one  of  its  parities  ;  and 
next  day,  he  iflued  another  pro¬ 
clamation,  to  flop  the  departure  of 
the  Blips  bound  for  Europe,  as  it 
appeared  that  the  negroes  depend¬ 
ed  greatly  on  the  ifland’s  being 
thereby  thinned  of  whites,  to  carry 
their  point.  By  this  means,  the 
infurredtion  was  fupprefled  ;  and 
fhe  ringleaders  being  difeovered, 
thirty  were  executed  ;  when,  all 
things  being  made  quiet  and  eafy 
again,  both  the  martial-law  and 
the  embargo  were  taken  off  the 
yth  of  Auguft  following.  [For 
fome  fine  thoughts  on  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  poor  negroes  in  the 
Weft-India  iflands,  &c.  and  a  fine 
poetical  addrefs,  to  his  wife,  put 
into  the  mouth  of  one  of  them  on 
the  point  of  being  burnt  alive 
for  aiferting  the  natural  rights  of 
mankind,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  our 
*  readers  to  the  l'econd  part  of  this 
volume. J 

Here,  in  the  mean  time,  it  is 
proper  to  remark,  that,  in  thefe 
iflands  the  whites  themfelves  were 
now  on  the  point  of  being  flarved, 
in  confequence  of  their  not  receiv¬ 
ing  the  ufual  fupplies  from  North 
America  ;  fo  that,  perhaps,  every 


thing  attempted  by  the  flaves,  on 
the  above  occafion,  may  be  attri¬ 
buted  to  that  almoft-general  innate 
defire  of  prolonging  even  the  1110ft 
wretched  exiftence.  The  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  Weft-India  iflands 
about  this  time,  may  be  judged 
from  the  following  picture  of  that 
of  Barbadoes,  as  laid  before  his 
Majefty,  laft  May,  in  an  addrefs 
on  the  occafion  from  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  ifland  : 

“  We  have,  Sir,  near  fourfeore 
thoufand  black,  and  twelve  thou- 
fand  white  people  daily  to  fupport. 
Our  ground  provifions  (the  internal 
refource)  have  failed  for  the  want 
of  leafonable  rains  ;  and  the  flock 
of  fait  provifions  on  hand  will  not 
laft  many  weeks,  and  We  are 
without  the  hope  of  future  foreign 
refources.” 

Sir  Thomas  Rich,  in  his  , 
Majefty ’s  ihip  Enterprize,  25tn<> 

met  with  a  French  fleet,  of  two 
Blips  of  the  line,  and  feveral  fri¬ 
gates,  commanded  by  the  Duke 
of  Chartres.  The  French  bore 
down  upon  her,  and  the  Admiral 
hailed  the  Enterprize,  and  defired 
the  Captain  to  come  on  board  im¬ 
mediately  ;  to  which  he  replied, 
that,  if  the  Admiral  had  any  thing 
to  communicate  to  him,  he  might 
come  on  board  the  Enterprize,  as 
he  Biould  not  go  out  ot  his  Blip. 
The  Duke  infifted  that  he  Biould, 
or  he  would  fink  him  ;  and  the 
French  Blips  accordingly  pointed 
their  guns  at  the  Enterprize  ;  but 
Sir  Thomas  Rich,  regardlefs  of 
their  hoftile  threats  and  prepara¬ 
tions,  declared,  that  he  never  re¬ 
ceived  any  orders  but  from  his  own 
Admiral,  and  that  they  were  at  li¬ 
berty  to  fire  whenever  they  pleafed, 
as  he  pofitively  would  not  go  on 
board  ;  upon  which  the  Duke  of 

[^j  4  Chartres, 
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Chartres,  admiring  his  fpirited 
conduct,  begged  it  as  a  favour 
that  he  would  do  him  the  honour 
of  coming  aboard,  as  he  wiilied 
much  to  be  acquainted  with  him. 
Sir  Thomas  immediately  went, 
and  was  received  with  the  utmoft 
refpebt  by  the  Duke  and  all  his 
officers. 

The  niagiftrates  of  the  city  and 
liberty  of  Weftminfter,  met  at  their 
Guildhall,  to  hold  the  adjourn¬ 
ment  of  their  quarter-leffions,  re¬ 
ceived  the  pidture  of  Lord  Percy, 
which  they  had  requefted  of  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  to  place  in  the  council-cham¬ 
ber  of  their  hall,  as  a  teftimony  of 
their  refpebt  towards  that  young 
nobleman,  and  as  a  juft  fenfe  of 
their  approbation  of  his  fpirit  and 
perfeverance  in  the  fervice  of  his 
King  and  Country  in  America. 

,  A  poor  widow,  imme- 
'  diately  after  being  cleared 
at  St.  Margaret’s  Hill,  in  the  Bo¬ 
rough,  by  the  Infolvent  Abt,  was 
arretted  by  a  Borough  Clink  Officer 
in  her  way  home,  and  carried  to 
the  Borough  jail.  But,  upon  no¬ 
tice  being  fent  to  Sir  Jofeph  Maw- 
bey,  he  gave  orders  for  the  woman 
to  be  again  brought  into  court, 
difcharged  her  from  the  arreft,  and 
fent  the  officer,  who  arretted  her, 
to  the  above  prifon  for  three 
months,  as  the  adt  of  parliament 
diredts  that  no  perfon,  coming  to 
be  cleared,  or  going  home  when 
cleared,  ttiall  be  taken  under  arreft. 


n  1  c  L  E. 

About  ten  minutes  alter  ten  at 
night,  began  one  of  the  greateft 
eclipfes  of  the  moon,  that  has  hap¬ 
pened  thefe  twenty-fix  years  paft  ; 
and  a  greater  than  will  happen  for 
many  years  to  come.  It  was/vifi- 
ble  to  all  Europe  and  Africa,  the 
Ifland  ofMagdagafcar,  all  the  letter 
ifiands  of  the  Indian  Seas,  the  At¬ 
lantic  Ocean,  Iceland,  Greenland, 
Newfoundland,  Cape  Breton,  the 
Caribbee  Iflands,  Terra  Firma, 
South  America  ;  to  every  place, 
in  fhort,  above  whofe  horizon 
the  moon  then  happened  to  be  ; 
and  the  weather  here  in  London 
proved  favourable  enough  to  render 
it  a  moft  grand  and  awful  fpedtacle  ; 
whereas,  out  of  fix  total  eclipfes 
of  the  moon,  that  could  be  vifible 
in  this  part  of  the  globe  for  thirty- 
nine  years  paft,  three  only  are  re¬ 
membered  to  have  been  feen,  the 
fight  of  the  other  three  having  been 
intercepted  by  clouds.  At  the 
time  of  the  prefent  eclipfe,  the 
moon  was  computed  to  be  upwards 
of  222,000  Englitti  miles  from  the 
earth’s  furface  ;  the  diameter  of 
the  earth’s  ttiadow,  in  that  part 
where  the  moon  patted  through  it, 
about  6000  miles  ;  and  the  moon’s 
motion  through  this  ttiadow,  to 
have  been  at  the  rate  of  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles  a  minute. 
The  other  particulars  of  this  grand 
event  in  the  hiftory  of  nature,  were, 
for  London,  and  all  other  places 
at  no  great  diftance  from  it,  nearly 
as  follows  : 

H.  M. 


Beginning  of  the  elipfe,  30th  July 
Beginning  of  the  total  darknefs  -  - 

Middle  of  the  eclipfe  -  -  -  -  - 

End  of  the  total  darknefs,  31ft  of  July 
End  of  the  eclipfe  ------ 

Digits'  eclipfed  ------- 


10  10  at  night. 

1 1  8 

12  55  . 

o  42  in  the  mormqg. 
1  41 

190  2 


Died. 
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Died,  the  ift  inftant,  Richard 
Hare,  Efq ;  an  eminent  brewer, 
remarkable  for  his  foil’s  having 
carried  porter  brewing  to  the  high- 
eft  perfection  in  Philadelphia. 

The  7th,  Mr.  Jeremiah  Mark- 
land,  fenior  fellow  of  Peter-Houfe, 
Cambridge,  and  one  of  the  moll 
learned  critics  of  his  age,  aged 
82  years.  See  the  fecond  part  of 
this  volume,  for  a  further  account 
of  this  gentleman. 

Lately,  Mr.  James  Afhley,  aged 
78,  mafter  of  the  punch-houfe  on 
Ludgate-hill,  which  he  had  kept 
forty-five  years.  He  was  the  firft 
to  introduce  the  felling  of  punch  in 
fmall  quantities  ;  by  which  he  not 
only  made  a  large  fortune,  but 
greatly  promoted  the  intereftof  the 

Samuel  Turner,  Efq;  -  £. 
Brafs  Crofby,  Efq;  -  - 

James  Townftiend,  Efq*  - 
Frederick  Bull,  Efq;  -  - 
John  Wilkes,  Efq;  -  - 

And  Mr.  Beckford’s  firft  mayoralty 

The  commitee  having  compared 
the  faid  accounts  together,  and 
having  likewife  had  laid  before 
them  a  fair  copy  of  the  account  of 
monies  received  by  the  Mayors  for 
twenty-fix  years  paft,  viz,  from 
1750  to  1775,  both  inclufive,  for 
the  fale  of  offices,  places,  &c.  came 
to  the  following  refolutions,  viz. 

I.  That  it  appeared  to  the  com¬ 
mittee,  that  the  annual  income  of 
the  office  of  Mayor  of  this  city 
amounts  to  about  4000I. 

II.  That  the  probable  receipts 
arifing  from  the  fale  of  offices, 
places,  &c.  for  twenty-fix  years 
paft,  amounted  upon  an  average  to 
531.  6s.  id.  per  annum,  and  for 
the  laft  ten  years  to  670L  per  an¬ 
num,  And, 


Britilh  Blands,  and  the  in  create  of 
the  revenue. 


AUGUST. 

A  light  was  exhibited  on  ^  ^ 
a  duller  of  dangerous  rocks 
between  England  and  Ireland, 
called  the  Smalls  ;  blit  on  fuch  an 
improved  plan, as  to  befeen  and  di- 
ftinguiihed  at  nine  leagues  difta  nce 

By  the  report  of  the  comm  itec 
dire&ed  to  enquire  into  the  city 
caili,  and  the  probable  exponces 
attending  the  mayoralty,  the  re¬ 
ceipts  and  payments  of  the  laft  five 
gentlemen  who  ferved  that  office. 
Hand,  purfuant  to  accounts  deli¬ 
vered  in  by  themfelves,  as  under, 
viz. 

Receipts.  Payments. 

5 73 1  5  IO~ 7349  ^  4 

4251  11  6 • — 6685  10  ii 

3896  o  o — 7592  16  9 
5647  13  8 — 9292  10  Q 

4889  o  6 — S226  13  o 
5578  17  o — 6896  19  10 

III.  That  the  probable  expenees 
attending  the  mayoralty  of  this 
city,  amounted  to  7600I.  per  an¬ 
num. 

The  committee  therefore  re¬ 
commended,  that,  in  future,  the 
furns  arifing  from  the  fale  of  all 
officers  places  of  this  city  wliatfo- 
ever,  fhould  be  paid  into  the 
chamber  of  London,  and  that  the 
court  do  allow  the  future  Mayors 
ioo'ol.  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  the 
faid  places. 

At  a  court  of  common  council, 
Mr.  Saxby  having  given  notice, 
that  he  intended,  at  the  firft  court 
of  common-council  to  be  held  af¬ 
ter  the  recefs,  to  revive  the  mo¬ 
tion  for  the  compliment  of  a  piece 
of  plate  to  be  preferred  to  Sir  W  at- 


ad* 
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kin  Lewes  on  the  fame  (core  that  the 
thanks  of  the  court  had  been  lately 
voted  him,  Mr.  Deputy  Judd  gave 
notice,  that  he  iliould,  at  the  lame 
time,  make  a  motion  for  reducing 
the  falary  paid  to  the  Recorder  to 
■y  r,dl.  The  fum  which  was  paid  to 
his  predeceUbr.  From  thefe  bick¬ 
erings,  the  political  temper  of  the 
city  of  London  may  be  pretty  well 
eftimated. 

At  Cuckfield  in  Suffolk, 
there  happened,  in  the 
afternoon,  a  violent  ftorm  of  thun¬ 
der  and  lightning,  which  threw  the 
inhabitants  into  great  confterna- 
tion.  The  new  work  belonging 
to  the  fptre  of  the  church,  which 
had  been  almoft  deftroyed  by  a 
violent  florm  the  beginning  of  the 
hard  weather  the  1  ait  winter,  and 
was  nearly  repaired,  was  beat 
down,  and  the  in  fide  fet  on  fire  at 
three  or  four  different  places  ; 
where  it  was,  however,  though 
with  great  difficulty,  extinguifhed. 

5,  Baron  DeideFurftenftein, 

late  Embaffador  from  Den- 
?cark,  having  received  his  letters 
of  recal,and  previoufly  taken  leave 
of  their  Majeflies,  fet  out  on  his 
return  home. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  the  dwelling- 
houfe  of  Mr.  Wallace,  bi  feu  it- ba¬ 
ker  in  Cinnamon-ftreet,  Wap- 
ping,  by  which  that  and  fix  ad¬ 
joining  houfes  were  burnt  to  the 

J  O 

ground. 

This  morning,  about  fix 
o'clock,  a  melancholy  acci¬ 
dent  happened  on  board  his  Ma- 
jefly’s  iliip  Marlborough,  Capt. 
Hood,  which  had  come  into  Portf- 
mouth  harbour  the  day  before  to 
be  docked,  by  the  explofion  of 
feme  gunpowder  in  the  fore  part 
of  the  ihip,  which  tore  and  much 
damaged  her  infide  works,  and 


5  th. 
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ripped  up  part  of  her  decks  $ 
twelve  feamen,  three  women,  and 
three  children  were  killed  ;  and 
upwards  of  fifty,  wounded,  who 
were  fent  to  the  hofpital.  And,  on 
the  1  5th,  at  a  court-martial  held  on 
board  the  Centaur  man  of  war,  on 
the  Captain,  officers,  &c.  of  the 
Marlborough,  to  enquire  into  the 
caufeoftheaboveunhappyaccident, 
the  Captain  and  Lieutenant  were 
cleared  of  any  breach  of  duty,  but 
the  gunner  was  fentenced  to  one 
year’s  impiifonment  in  the  Mar- 
fhalfea,  and  rendered  for  ever  in- 
cipable  of  ferving  his  Majefty  ; 
and  one  of  the  gunner’s  yeomen 
was  condemned  to  receive  three 
hundred  laflies.  It  Teems  that  the 
latter,  on  removing  the  powder, 
had,  through  the  negligence  of  the 
former,  made  a  relerve  of  fome 
powder  unknown  to  the  reft  of  the 
iliip’s  crew.  Two  or  three  days 
after,  another  court-martial  was 
held  on  two  bailors,  for  theft  com¬ 
mitted  on  board  the  faid  ftiip  in  the 
height  of  the  confufibri  after  the 
explofion  j  when  they  were  both 
convicted,  and  fentenced  to  receive 
three  hundred  laflies  each  ;  which 
fentences,  both  on  them  and  the 
gunner’s  yeomen,  were  the  nett 
morning  carried  into  execution. 

At  Evercreech,  in  De-  ,  , 
voniliire,  a  farmer  and  two  * 
of  his  men  running  under  an  oak 
for  ilielter  during  a  thunder- 
ftorm,  a  flafti  of  lightning  ftruck 
the  tree,  killed  the  farmer  dead 
upon  the  fpot,  and  greatly  hurt  the 
two  labourers.  W  e  cannot  too  of¬ 
ten  put  our  readers  on  their  guard' 
againft  the  danger  of  Handing  un¬ 
der  trees  during  thunder-ftorms. 
It  is  feldom  that  perfons  are  much 
hurt  in  open  fields. 

There  was  growing  in  the  gar¬ 
den 
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den  of  Me  firs.  Perfect,  in  Ponte- 
fraft,  a  curious  cucumber,  called 
the  Snake  Cucumber,  (the  feed  of 
which  was  fent  in  a  letter  from 
abroad,)  which  at  firft  fight  ftruck 
terror  into  the  beholders,  as  it  ex¬ 
hibited  the  appearance  of  feveral 
fnakes  twilled,  in  various  Terpen¬ 
tine  figures,  among  the  plants,  of 
which  there  were  a  great  number, 
feveral  of  them  meafuring  upwards 
of  three  feet,  and  one  in  particu¬ 
lar  four  feet  four  inches,  in  length  ; 
and  of  a  proportionable  circumfe¬ 
rence. 

The  trade  of  the  northern  part 
of  Europe  appears,  as  it  was  ex¬ 
pected,  to  have  thriven  greatly  by 
the  decay  of  the  North- American 
trade,  as,  on  this  and  the  next  day, 
no  fewer  than  one  hundred  and  fe- 
venty-three  ilrips,  from  the  Baltic, 
palled  the  Sound.  Some  people, 
however,  alledge  another  reafon 
for  the  augmentation  of  the  com¬ 
merce  of  the  northern  powers, 
which  is  the  palfage  the  Ruffians 
have  opened  to  the  Levant  and 
Italy. 

One  of  the  firft  afts  of  the  new 
Prince  de  Conti,  fince  his  accef- 
fion  to  his  father’s  polfeffions  in 
the  Ifie  of  Adam,  has  been  to  give 
•orders,  that  the  game  thereon  lliould 
be  moftly  killed,  on  account  of  the 
damage  done  by  it  to  the  corn  in 
that  diftri<5t,  of  which  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  had  for  a  long  time  com¬ 
plained,  and  given  to  the  poor. 
Some  time  before  this,  when  the 
eneral  extirpation  of  rabbits  in 
'ranee  happened  to  be  on  the  car¬ 
pet  it  was  found  that  the  fmell  of 
lobllers,  or  craw-filh,  would  en¬ 
tirely  dellroy  them  in  their  bur¬ 
rows  ;  and  it  has  fince  been  difeo- 
yered,  that  lobllers  have  another 
property  very  uleful  to  the  farmer 


and  corn-faftor,  which  cannot  be 
too  univerfally  known. 

Monf.  de  Brofies,  firft  Prefident 
of  the  parliament  at  Dijon,  find- 
ingthat  the  weevils  had  got  among 
fome  wheat  at  one  of  his  farms, 
tried  almoft  every  method  to  get 
rid  of  them,  but  in  vain,  for  hi* 
granaries  Hill  continued  infilled 
bv  this  voracious  inleft.  At  length, 
being  informed  of  a  method  to 
dellroy  them,  quite  Ample,  and 
no  ways  expenfive  or  dangerous, 
and  which  it  is  laid  had  been  prac- 
tifed  in  the  province  of  Poiftou, 
with  equal  fuccefs,  he  went  to 
work,  in  the  following  manner.  He 
got  fome  live  lobllers,  which  he 
threw  on  the  wheat  that  ’was  in-: 
felled  ;  and,  in  four  hours  time, 
the  weevils  came  out  from  all  part* 
of  it,  (for  the  fill* were  lliil  alive) 
and  difperfed  themfelves  all  over 
the  walls  in  Rich  great  numbers, 
that  in  many  places  they  were  quite 
black  with  them.  At  length,  af¬ 
ter  endeavouring  to  efcape  by  the 
chinks  in  the  wall,  they  all  pe- 
r  ilbed. 

The  fmell  of  this  testaceous 
fifh,  particularly  if  left  to  llink, 
always  proves  fatal  to  thefe  infefts, 
yet  will  nowife  afreft  the  corn. 
This  remedy  lliould  be  ufed,  ac 
foon  as  there  is  realon  to  fufpeft 
that  the  weevils  begin  to  make 
their  nells. 

A  new  road  from  Hun-  . 
tingdon  to  Godmanchef-  IOlJ- 
ter,  being  nearly  completed,  was 
a  few  days  fince  opened  for  car¬ 
riages.  It  is  a  very  noble  addition 
to  thepleafureoftravelling  that  way 
as  well  as  an  entire  fecurity  againft 
the  floods  which  fometimes  over¬ 
flowed  the  fine  meads  through 
which  it  palfes ;  not  to  fpeak  of 
other  advantages ;  it  being  fhorter 
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by  feveral  miles  than  the  old  road, 
and  as  fafe  for  travellers  as  any 
road  ia  England. 

,  Being  the  birth-day  of 

T*  the  Prince  of  Wales,  the 
fame  was  obferved  atWindfor  with 
unufual  fplendor.  At  fix  in  the 
morning  the  feftivity  was  announ¬ 
ced  by  the  ringing  of  bells.  Atfeven 
fome  fmall  guns  were  fired  as  a 
ftgnal  to  prepare  Before  nine, 
the  Prince,  with  his  attendants, 
came  to  the  King’s  apartments. 
At  ten  o’clock,  the  King,  Queen, 
and  children,  attended  by  the 
.Duke  of  Montague,  Lord  Bruce, 
Lady  Effingham,  Lady  W  ey- 
mouth,  Lady  Charlotte  Finch, 
&c.  went  in  procellion  to  the  ca¬ 
thedral  ;  the  Princefs  Royal  and 
her  two  lifters  walked  after  their 
Ma  jellies  :  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
his  fix  brothers  (all  drefted  in  blue 
and  gold)  following,  with  their 
attendants  on  each  fide.  When 
they  came  to  the  church  door,  the 
Pro v oft,  Prebendaries,  Canons,  and 
Poor  Knights  received  them  ;  and 
as  foon  as  they  entered  the  cathe¬ 
dral,  the  organ  ftruck  up  and  con¬ 
tinued  till  the  Royal  Family  were 
ieated.  His  Majefty,  the  Prince 
of  Wales,  the  Biikop  of  Ofnaburg, 
and  the  Duke  of  Montague,  be¬ 
fore  the  fervice  began,  went  to  the 
altar  and  made  their  offerings  of 
gold  and  ftlver ;  Dodlor  Bollock 
and  Doctor  Lockman  receiving 
the  fame  in  a  gold  difh. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Royal 
Family,  when  in  the  choir,  was 
thus  :  the  King  fat  in  the  Dean’s 
feat,  the  Queen  under  the  Duke 
of  Gloucefter’s  banner,  with  the 
Prtnceffes  Handing  at  her  fide  ;  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  his  brother 
the  Bifhop,  under  their  own  ban¬ 
ners;  the  reft  of  the  children,  with 
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the  ladies  of  quality,  and  other  at- 
tendants,  in  the  upper  Halls  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  choir.  The 
Duke  of  Montague  took  his  feat 
under  his  own  banner. 

The  fervice  then  began,  and 
was  read  by  the  Provoft ; '  Mr. 
Kent’s  ‘Te  Deum  and  'Jubilate  were 
fungi  and  Dodtor  Green’s  anthem, 
“  God  is  our  hope  and  ftrength, 
“  &c.”  concluding  with  the  grand 
chorus  front!  the  Mefiiah  ;  the 
whole  of  which  took  up  an  hour 
and  an  half.  The  procellion  from 
the  cathedral  was  in  the  following 
order,  viz.  Poor  Knights,  two 
and  two  iPrebendaries,  Canons, Pro¬ 
voft,  their  Majefties,  the  Princefs 
Royal  with  her  lifters,  and  their 
attendants,  the  Prince  of  Wales  and 
the  Billiop  of  Ofnaburgh,  the  reft 
of  the  Pvoval  brothers,  two  and 
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two  i  Duke  of  Montague,  Lord 
Bruce,  Ladies  Effingham,  Wey¬ 
mouth,  Charlotte  Finch,  &c.  on 
each  fide.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
cathedral  took  leave  of  them  at 
the  door ;  their  Majefties  and  the 
children  then  went  into  the  caftle, 
and  afterwards  upon  the  terrace. 
The  party  belonging  to  the  2 5th  re¬ 
giment  was  drawn  up  in  the  Park, 
upon  a  fpot  called  the  Bowling 
Green  ;  and,  as  foon  as  the  children 
appeared  at  the  terrace,  they  gave 
three  vollies.  The  King  and 
Queen,  Princes  and  Princeffes, 
went  afterwards  into  their  own 
apartments  to  dinner,  and  at  half 
paft  fix  o’clock,  the  Prince  of 
Wales  and  the  three  eldeft  bro¬ 
thers  returned  to  Kew. 

There  are  now  in  circulation  a 
number  of  counterfeit  fixpences, 
in  imitation  of  the  Lima  money 
of  George  the  Second,  well  exe¬ 
cuted,  date  1746;  not  differing 
from  the  T ower  money,  but  by  a 
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flatnefs  on  one  part  of  the  edge 
inflead  of  being  round. 

,  The  fon  of  a  wealthy 
1  '  inhabitant  of  Grails,  in 

Voigtland,  having  lately  hanged 
himielf,  when  delirious  in  a  fever, 
the  unhappy  father  petitioned 
the  King,  and  eafily  obtained 
leave  to  bury  him  in  the  church¬ 
yard.  But,  when  the  corpfe 
was  brought  to  the  grave  to  be  bu¬ 
ried,  a  great  mob  a  fie  mb  led  to 
obftrudt  the  putting  of  it  into  the 
ground;  they  even  attacked  the 
guards  which  were  fent  to  quell  the 
riot  with  fo  great  fury,  that  they 
were  obliged  to  be  reinforced  to 
the  amount  of  600  men  before 
they  could  reduce  the  mutineers, 
which  was  not  done  at  lalf  without 
much  bloodfhed  on  both  fides. 

^  A  powder-mill  blew  up 

in  the  province  of  Picardy, 
and  feveral  perfons  were  deftroyed 
by  the  explofion.  Happily  the 
Royal  Arfenal  did  not  luffer, 
though  near  the  fpot  where  the  ac¬ 
cident  happened. 

^  One  of  the  Grand  Sig- 

nior’s  ladies  was  fafely  de¬ 
livered  of  a  Prince,  who  was  im¬ 
mediately  named  Sultan  Mehemet, 
to  the  very  great  fatisfaflion  of  the 
Grand  Signior  and  his  fubjedts. 
The  Porte  communicated  the  news 
in  form,  the  fame  day,  to  all  the 
foreign  minifters,  intimating,  that, 
as  illuminations  would  be  ordered 
throughout  the  city  for  feven  nights, 
it  was  hoped  they  would  not  omit 
to  aemonflrate,  as  ulual  in  fuch 
cafes,  their  friendship,  by  doing 
as  others  did,  which  requeft  was 
complied  with.  The  illumina¬ 
tions  began  on  the  26th,  and 
were  followed  by  three  nights 
fupcrb  fire-works  on  the  canal 


oppofite  to  the  Grand  Signior s 
feraglio. 

A  bell  was  eredted  in  the  ^  , 
centre  of  Smith  field',  on  a 
high  pyramid,  confiding  of  four 
polls.  It  is  to  be  rung  at  twelve 
o’clock  on  Sunday  nights,  for  ca tr 
tie  to  be  brought  in  ;  and  at  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoons  of  Mon¬ 
day  and  Friday,  for  the  market;  to 
ceafe  ;  and,  in  failure  of  obedience 
to  this  fignal,  the  cattle  are  to  be 
fent  to  the  Green-yard. 

A  regatta  was  celebrated  on  the 
river  Thames  between  Richmond 
and  Kew  in  honour  of  the  Prince 
of  W  ales’s  birth-day.  '  Their  Ma¬ 
jesties,  and  all  the  reft  of  the 
Royal  Family,  with  their  atten¬ 
dants,  were  prefent,  and  received 
by  all  ranks  with  the  greateft  marks 
ot  affedlion  and  refpedt ;  but,  ex¬ 
cepting  the  number  of  boats,  and 
the  crowds  of  people,  the  fihow  af¬ 
forded  very  little  diverfion.  In 
the  evening  forne  very  curious  fire¬ 
works  were  difplayed  on  an  aite  on 
the  river  Thames,  which  had  a 
fine  effect. 

The  army  under  General  Howe, 
after  he  had  made,  on  theMSth, 
fome  further  propofals  to  the  pro¬ 
vincials,  but  without  effedt,  being 
previoufiy  joined  by  a  large  body 
ot  Hefiians,  made  good  their  land¬ 
ing  on  Long  Ifland;  and,  on  the 
27th,  part  of  the  provincial  army, 
commanded  by  General  Sullivan, 
was  totally  routed;  upon  which 
the  whole  body,  the  next  day, 
quitted  their  entrenchments  on 
Long  Ifland,  and  retreated  to 
New  York. — On  this  occafion,  the 
Generals  Sullivan,  Stirling,  com¬ 
monly  called  Lord  Stirling,  and 
Udell,  with  more  than  1000  men, 
were  made  prifoners  ;  the  killed 
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and  wounded  were  fuppofed  to  be 
about  2300. 

As  the  name  of  the  above-men¬ 
tioned  Lord  Stirling  is  not  in  the 
lift  either  of  Engliili,  Scotch,  or 
Iiidi  peers,  the  following  ac¬ 
count  of  him  may  be  acceptable  to 
cur  readers.  His  father,  Mr.  Alex¬ 
ander,  (for  that  is  his  real  name) 
weal  over  to  America  many  years 
ago,  where  he  acquired  a  condder- 
able  edate,  and  where  the  prefent 
Lord  Stirling  was,  it  is  believed, 
born.  Upon  the  death  of  Lord 
Stirling,  a  Scotch  peer,whofe  name 
was  Alexander,  either  the  late  or 
the  prefent  Mr.  Alexander,  came 
over  to  England,  and  laid  claim 
to  the  title  ;  when  the  caufe  was 
tried  by  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  and 
the  claim  rejected  ;  the  Lords  for¬ 
bidding  him  to  aiTume  the  title  on 
pain  cl  being  led  round  Weitmin- 
fter-Hall,  labelled  as  an  impodor: 
but  ever  fince,  by  the  ccurtefy 
of  his  countrymen,  he  has  been 
didinguifhed  by  the  title  of  Lord 
Stirling.  The  firlb  Lord  Stirling 
obtained  a  grant  of  Long-Eland  ; 
was  the  firft  that  fettled  it  with 
Britiih  inhabitants  ;  and  was  at  a 
great  expence  in  fupporting  them. 
He  died  in  1640. 

There  is  a  very  remarkable  plain 
in  Long  Ifland,  about  twenty- 
eight  miles  long,  and  between 
four  and  five  broad.  Not  a  fingle 
tree  grows  upon  it,  and  none  of 
the  natives  can  remember  there 
ever  were  any  :  a  thing  which  can¬ 
not  be  faid  of  any  other  known  fpot 
of  ground  in  all  North  America. 

At  a  general  diet  of  the  polim 
nobility,  held  at  Warfaw,  the 
members  were  obliged  to  fign  the 
following  a6t  of  confederation, 
which  the  Poles  think,  If  djriCtly 


adhered  to,  would  certainly  be  a 
bleffing  to  their  ruined  country  : 

r.  To  preferve  the  Roman  church 
a$  predominant.— 2.  P'or  the  per- 
fon  of  the  king,  and  the  dignity 
of  his  throne.-?- 3.  For  the  laws 
and  liberties  of  both  nations  (Po¬ 
land  and  Lithuania)  which  are 
guarantees  to  each  other  by  many 
convention  compacts.- — 4.  To  ereCt 
a  free  and  independant  republican 
government,  which  has  a  power  of 
legiflation  at  its  diets,  and  a  power 
to  enforce  its  acts  between  one  diet 
and  another. — 5.  To  fulfil  and  ob- 
ferve  all  the  treaties  hitherto  con- 
eluded  with  foreign  powers. — -6.T0 
introduce  an  harmony  between  the 
different  courts  of  judicature 
throughout  the  whole  kingdom, 
and  to  preferve  a  due  fubordination 
among  them. — 7.  To  take  fuch 
rneafures  as  would  leffen  the  taxes 
and  impcfls,  and  to  abolidi,  or  at 
lead  to  confine,  all  unnecedary  and 
extravagant  expences.— 8.  That 
juftice  and  right  be  adminiftered  to 
each  individual  fubjeCt,  againfl  the 
violations  of  the  feudal  lords.— 
And,  9.  That  every  member  of  this 
diet  be  zealous  to  adopt  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  would  eflabliili  the  public 
tranquillity,  and  tend  to  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  this  kingdom  in  general, 
and  every  fubjeCt  in  particular. 

Some  perfons  abroad  having 
made  it  a  practice  to  counterfeit 
Britifh  paffes,  and  thereby  give 
room  to  the  piratical  dates  of  Bar¬ 
bary  to  complain,  that  Great-Bri- 
tain  fereened  the  property  of  their 
enemies  ;  his  Majeily  has  been 
pleafed  to  iffue  a  proclamation  of 
this  date,  requiring  all  paffes,  for¬ 
merly  granted  to  ibips  and  veffels 
trading  in  the  way  of  the  crulzers 
belonging  to  the  laid  dates,  to  be 
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leturned  into  the  office  of  the  ad¬ 
miralty  of  Great-Britain,  and 
•ther  paffes  of  different  forms  to 
be  iflued. 

A  lady  and  her  fervant  riding  in 
the  Phoenix-Park,  Dublin,  were 
flopped  by  a  man  on  toot,  very 
genteely  drefled  in  white  cloaths, 
and  a  gold-laced  hat.  He  de¬ 
manded  the  lady’s  money,  which 
the  gave  him,  amounting  to  26 
guineas  ;  when,  having  put  the 
cafh.  into  one  of  his  pockets,  he 
took  from  the  other  a  final  1  dia¬ 
mond  hoop-ring,  which  he  pre- 
fented  to  the  lady,  defiring  her  to 
wear  it  for  the  lake  of  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  robber,  who  made  it  a  point 
of  honour  to  take  no  more  from  a 
beautiful  lady,  than  he  could  make 
a  return  for  in  value.  He  then, 
with  great  agility,  vaulted  over  the 
wall  and  ditappeared. 

^  About  half  paft  ten  at 
31  ‘  night,  a  violent  hurricane, 
accompanied  with  a  vaft  torrent  of 
rain,  happened  at  Shepton  Mallet, 
and  did  confiderable  damage,  by 
filling  with  water  mod:  of  the  cel¬ 
lars,  and  fome  dwejling-houfes  in 
the  lower  part  of  the  town,  and 
fpoiling  or  carrying  off  the  furni¬ 
ture,  &c.  But  what  renders  this 
event  very  extraordinary,  is  it  was 
Followed  the  next  njght  but  one, 
by  another  ftorm  nearly  a?  bad, 
which  laid  the  flat  lands  adjacent 
to  the  town  all  under  water,  and 
did  befides  very  confiderable  da¬ 
mage. 

They  have  a  cuftom  at  Rome  of 
folemnly  crowning  extraordinary 
poetical  geniufes  in  the  capitol  ; 
nor  is  the  honour  confined  to  the 
rnen.  Petrarch  and  the  Chevalier 
Perfetti  were  the  lafl:  Italian  poets 
who  obtained  it.  This  day  it  was 
(Conferred  on  a  young  lady  of  tjie 


name  ofMorelli  Fernandez,  called 
Gorilla  Olimpica  by  the  academy 
of  the  Arpades,  who  had  long 
gained  the  admiration  of  Italy  by 
her  extempore  verles  on  any  fub- 
jetl  propoied.  After  undergoing 
the  neceflary  literary  examinations 
preceding  that  ceremony,  the  laft 
in  the  prefence  of  more  than  twenty" 
ladies  of  the  firlf  diftinction, 
twenty-five  foreigners  of  rank,  and 
three  hundred  perfons  of  known 
erudition,  with  the  greatefl:  ap- 
plaufe,  fhe  was  this  day  at  length 
conducted  to  the  capitol,  by  "the 
Countefles  Cardclli,  Dandini,  and 
Ginnafi:  when  ihe  entered,  fhe 
kneeled  to  the  confervators,  v/ho 
were  fitting  under  a  canopy  ;  and, 
after  the  ufual  Latin  forms,  the 
Chevalier  Jean  Paul  de  Cinque 
placed  the  laurel  crown  upon  her 
head;  after  which  the  Chevalier 
John  Baptiif  Conci  regiftered  the 
adt  of  her  coronation  in  the  public 
regilters,  under  the  difeharge  of 
100  pieces  of  cannon.  Several 
members  of  the  academy  of  the 
Arcades  read  pieces  of  their  com- 
polition,  and  three  queitions  were 
propofed  to  Gorilla,  who  anfwered 
in  verfe,  with  an  eloquence  and 
vivacity  which  furprized  all  who 
were  prefent. 

The  weather  has  been  fo  excef- 
fively  hot  this  fummer  in  Sweden, 
as  to  occaflon  many  diitempers, 
and  among  them  putrid  fevers, 
which  have  carried  off'  great  num¬ 
bers  of  people. 

The  1 2th  inftant,  the  wife  of 
Capt.  Perrington,  at  Rotherbithe, 
was  delivered  of  two  Tons  and  a 
daughter,  all,  at  their  birth,  likely 
to  live. 

Some  time  ago,  Mr.  Powell,  of 
Clearwell  -  hall,  Gloucefterihire, 
married  Mils  Elizabeth  Eait,  being 
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the  fourth  wife  he  has  married  of 
the  fame  name. 

D;i  e  b,  the  2d.  inftant,  Matthew 
Maty ,  M.  D.  principal  librarian 
of  the  Britiih  Mu  feu  m,  and  fecre- 
tary  to  the  Royal  Society  ;  a  very 
learned  and  ingenious  gentleman  ; 
and  well  known,  as  inch,  in  the 
literary  world. 

The  25th,  The  celebrated  David 
Hume,  Efq ;  at  Edinburgh.  He 
had  been  ailing  a  long  time,  but 
never  complained,  nor  was  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed,  till  a  day  or  two 
before  his  death.  He  appointed 
his  brother  his  heir  by  teftament, 
but  has  left  fome  fmall  legacies  to 
ievreral  of  his  friends,  viz.  to  a 
fervant  20I.  per  aim  to  Dr.  Smith 
2.00I.  j  to  Dr.  Fergufon  100I.  or 
200I.  ;  and  tool.  to  eredt  a  mo¬ 
nument  to  his  memory,  with  an 
exprefs  prohibition  not  to  put  any 
thing  on  it  but  the  day  of  his 
birth  and  the  day  of  his  death. 
The  reader  will  find  fome  me¬ 
moirs  of  this  great,  however  in 
fome  refpedls  miftaken,  genius,  in 
the  fecond  part  of  this  volume. 

Lately,  at  Glaftonbury,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Brookman,  widow,  *ged  106 
years. 

Mrs.  Mary  Yates,  of  ShifFnal, 
aged  12S  years.  She  walked  to 
London  after  the  fire  in  1666, 
married  a  third  hufoand  in  her 
ninety -fecond  year,  and  was  hearty 
and  ftrong  at  1 20. 


SEPTEMBE  R. 

The  lord-mayor, flier iffs, 
and  city  officers,  proclaimed 
Bartholomew  fair  in  the  ufual 
manner;  but  flridlly  forbid  all  in- 
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terludes,  &c.  Accordingly,  none 
were  exhibited,  through  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  thecity-marfihals  and  their 
aiftftants,  who  have  befides  cleared 
that  noted  fpot  of  fharpers  and 
pickpockets,  on  market-days  and 
introduced  fuch  order  among  the 
horfe  riders,  as  to  prevent  their 
trampling  on  paftengers,  which 
heretofore  but  too  often  happened.- 
Extrafl  of  a  Letter  of  this  date  from 

Palma y  the  capital  of  Majorca. 

**  Forty-fix  captives  who  were 
employed  to  draw  flones  from  a 
quarry  fome  leagues  difiance  from 
Algiers,  at  a  place  named  Genova, 
refolved,  if  poffible,  to  recover 
their  liberty,  and  yefrerday  took 
advantage  of  the  idlenefs  and  in¬ 
attention  of  forty  men,  who  were 
to  guard  them,  and  who  had  laid 
down  their  arms,  and  were  ram¬ 
bling  about  the  ibore.  *Ihe  cap¬ 
tives  attacked  them  with  pickaxes 
and  other  tools,  and  made  them- 
felves  mailers  of  their  arms  ;  and, 
having  killed  thirty-three  of  the 
forty,  and  eleven  of  the  thirteen 
failors  who  were  in  the  boat  which 
carried  the  ilones,  they  obliged 
the  reft  to  jump  into  the  fea.  Be¬ 
ing  then  mailers  of  the  boat,  and 
armed  with  twelve  mufkets,  two 
piftols,  and  powder,  &c.  they  fet 
fail,  and  had  the  good  fortune  to 
arrive  here  this  morning,  where 
they  are  performing  quarantine. 
Sixteen  of  them  are  Spaniards  ; 
feventeen,  French  ;  eight,  Portu¬ 
guese  ;  three,  Italians  ;  one,  a  Ger¬ 
man  ;  and  one,  a  Sardinian.” 

About  two  o’clock  in  the  ^ 
morning,  the  moft  dreadful 
fire  that  ever  happeneekat  Rt.  Kitt  s, 
began  in  one  of  the  back  rooms  of 
John  Gardner,  Efq;  in  what  is 
called  the  Failure,  in  the  town  of 
BaiTeterre,  which  for  want  of  timely 
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affiflance  at  firft,  fpread  with  un¬ 
conquerable  fury,  conflagration  fuc- 
ceeding  conflagration,  till  the  moil 
valuable  part  of  the  town  was  re¬ 
duced  to  alhes — fo.  reduced,  that 
not  a  flick  cf  timber  remained'  un¬ 
confirmed.  This  fire  was  fuc- 
ceeded,  the  next  day,  by  a  hurri¬ 
cane,  attended  with  a  deluge  of 
rain,  which  did  nearly  as  much 
damage  to  the  ifland  as  the  fire  did 
to  the  town.  The  damage  to  the 
ihipping  was  like  wile  immenfe. 
Seven  fhips  put  out  to  lea  ;  three 
foundered ;  two  more  drove  on 
fhore  ;  and  only  one  rode  out  the 
gale.  This  terrible  hurricane  was 
equally  felt  at  Antigua, Montferrat, 
St.  Kitt’s,  Martinico,  Guadaloupe, 
and  Marigallante ;  but,  in  the  hrft 
of  thefe  iflands,  the  rain  providen¬ 
tially  did  as  much  good,  as  the 
wind  had  done  harm. 

^  ^  The  lord-mayor  of  Lon¬ 
don  was  robbed  near  Turn- 
ham-Green,  in  his  chaife  and  four, 
in  fight  of  all  his  retinue,  by  a 
fingle  highwayman,  who  fwore  he 
would  fhoot  the  frit  man  that 
made  refiilance,  or  offered  vio¬ 
lence. 

At  the  fair  held  in  Briftol  this 
week,  there  was  as  great  a  demand 
for  the  articles  in  the  cloathing 
trade,  as  had  been  known  for  feme 
years  pah,  efpecially  thofe  of  a 
coarfer  fort,  of  which  there  was 
not  a  fufficient  fupply  brought  to 
town.  It  was  univerfally  acknow¬ 
ledged  by  the  clothiers  from  the 
various  parts  o;  the  country,  that 
they  had  a  fale  for  whatever  goods 
they  could  make  ;  but  they  grie- 
voully  complained  of  the  exorbitant 
price  of  wool. 

A  Ruffian  houfe  of  trade,  with  a 
capital  enabling  them  to  ferve thsir 
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friends  agreeably  to  their  wiihes, 
and  let  them  partake  of  great  ad- 
vantages, independent  of  the  houfe’s 
tranfacliag  the  affairs  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  government,  has  been  lately 
opened  at  Conilantinople,  under 
the  immediate  protection  of  the 
emprefs,  in  order  to  take  advan¬ 
tage  of  all  the  ceffions  made  to  her 
imperial  majelly  by  the  la. ft  treaty  of 
peace  between  her  and  the  Porte. 

A  fyflem  of  toleration  lately* 
adopted  by  the  emprefs  of  Raffia, 
has  proved  an  amazing  fource  of 
population  in  her  dominions.  It 
is  computed  that  twelve  foreign 
colonies  have  fettled  upon  the 
Wolga,  which  all  together  make 
6091  families  of  different  religions, 
A  limilar  fyllem,  we  have  feen,  had 
been  lately  adopted  by  the  emprefs 
queen,  with  proportionable  good 
effedls. 

Arrived  in  the  river,  the  Queen 
Eafl-Indiaman ;  which,  though  fhe 
had  been  out  twenty  months,  had 
loll  but  one  man.  [For  the  me¬ 
thods  of  preferving  the  health  of 
feamen,  &c.  in  long  voyages,  pleafe 
to  turn  to  ourfecond  part.] 

About  eleven  in  the  ^ 
morning,  as  Jofeph  Wright,  i0'll“ 

a  pilot,  Jofeph  Totry,  and - - 

Melville,  were  failing:  in  a  boat 
oppofite  Dawpool,  in  the  port  of 
Chefter,  about  a  mile  from  fhore, 
a  violent  ftorm  arofe,  which  over- 
fet  the  boat.  Wright  got  upon  an 
oar,  and  flripped  himfelf,  by  which 
lie  reached  the  fhore,  afeer  fwim- 
ming  about  an  hour  and  three 
quarters.  How,  in  fuch  actuation, 
he  v/as  able  to  difengage  himfelf 
from  his  wet  cioaths,  is  a  matter 
of  furprife,  but  an  undoubted  fa£L 
He  was  fo  weak  when  he  reached 
the  fhore,  that  he  could  give  no 
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-account  of  the  matter.  The  other 
two,  although  they  were  excellent 
fwimmers,  being  unable,  through 
the  violence  of  the  current,  to 
make  land,  were  unfortunately 
drowned.  Wright  heard  Melville 
fhriek  for  affiilance  near  an  hour, 
which  his  father,  who  was  a  fpec- 
tator  of  his  dreadful  fituation,  was 
unable  to  afford  him.  We  mfert 
this  as  a  proof  of  the  great  advan¬ 
tage  which  may  be  expeded,  in 
fuch  terrible  dtuations,  from  the 
allidance  of  light  bodies. 

The  runner  to  a  fet  of  fharpers, 
who  had,  for  the  purpofe  of  de¬ 
frauding  honed  tradefmen  of  their 
property,  under  fpecious  pretences, 
hired  a  great  houfe  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare,  at  the  rent  of  500 1.  a  year, 
was  convicted  at  the  fefiions  at 
W edminder,and  fentenced  to  three 
years  hard  labour  on  the  Thames. 
The  reft  of  the  gang  were  lucky 
enough  to  efcape  for  the  pre¬ 
fen  t- 

,  A  fudden  lire  broke  out 
tztn.  jn  t|ie  ^eac|  Gjp  tjie  night, 

at  the  Goatalehonfe,  in  Shire-lane, 
and  burnt  fo  furioufly,  that  the 
midrefs  of  the  houfe,  who  was  juft 
ready  to  lie  in,  attempted  to  lave 
iierfelf  by  getting  out  of  the  one- 
pair  of  dairs  window;  but  fell 
upon  the  dones  in  the  lane,  and 
wasmiferably  bruifed.  A  Mr.  Tu¬ 
dor,  who  lodged  in  the  houfe,  be¬ 
ing  deaf,  could  not  be  waked  till 
the  daircafe  was  on  fire  ;  when,  it 
is  fuppofed,  being  involved  in  the 
frnoke,  and  not  knowing  which  way 
to  turn,  he  perifhed  in  the  flames. 
The  red  of  the  inhabitants  were 
happy  enough  to  efcape  over  the 
tops  of  the  neighbouring  houles. 
A  great  many  other  houfes  were 
damaged ;  and,  considering  the 
dofenefs  of  that  neighbourhood,  it 
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is  very  furprifing  that  the  confia=- 
gration  was  fo  loon  got  under. 

A  few  days  fince,  as  two 
gentlemen,  who  live  on  the 
road  between  Dublin  and  Mill- 
town,  a  village  in  the  neighbour¬ 
hood  of  that  capital,  were  return¬ 
ing  home,  they  were  accoded  by  a 
genteel  man,  gravely  dreffed,  re- 
fembling  a  clergyman,  who  begged 
they  would  dep  with  him  into  an 
adjacent  public-houfe,  as  he  had 
fometiiingof  moment  to  communi¬ 
cate  to  them.  This  being  complied 
with,  he  alked  one  of  the  gentle¬ 
men  whether  he  was  ever  podeffed 
of  a  gold  watch,  and  being  an- 
fwered  in  the  affirmative,  he  then 
enquired  whether  hecould  recoiled 
the  maker  and  number ;  the  gen¬ 
tleman  replied,  that  a  fpace  of  up¬ 
wards  of  twenty-two  years  had  in¬ 
tervened  lince  he  was  robbed  of  his 
watch  and  fome  cafn  by  five  men, 
and  could  not  pofiibly  know  it 
again ;  but  the  other  faying  he  re¬ 
membered  its  condrudion,  the 
dranger  produced  the  watch,  which 
proved  to  be  the  fame  the  gentle¬ 
man  had  been  robbed  of,  and  alfo 
2  c;  guineas,  the  fum  taken  from 
him.  The  owner  of  the!  watch 
then  alked  the  r adorer  of  it  how 
he  came  by  thefe  articles,  as  they 
were  confident  he  only  aded  in  an 
official  capacity  ;  he  defined  to  be 
excufed  giving  a  dired  anfwer  ; 
but  added,  that  three  of  the  men 
who  robbed  him  were  now  in  opu¬ 
lent  circumdances,  and  the  other 
two  had  died  fince.  Happy  arc 
they,  faid  he,  who,  having  the 
misfortune  in  their  younger  days 
to  defpoil  tlieir  neighbour  unjudly 
of  his  property,  make  ample  re- 
ditution  in  their  riper  years  :  this 
fhews  their  principles  are  not  en¬ 
tirely  vitiated,  and  that  their  re¬ 
pentance 
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pentance  is  fincere;  but  thrice 
happy  they  who  have  no  need  of 
repentance. 

This  night  being  the  eVe  of  a 
Sunday,  on  which  a  general  com¬ 
munion  was  to  be  at  the  cathedral 
church  of  Zurich,  in  Switzerland, 
called  Munfter  Kirk  ;  and  many 
thoufands  were  expected  there  to 
partake  of  it ;  the  wine  was  pre¬ 
pared  and  brought  to  the  church, 
to  be  ready  againft  morning ; 
but,  in  the  mean  time,  an  in¬ 
carnate  devil  dared  to  lay  hands 
on  the  fanftuary  of  the  Lord,  and 
poifoned  all  the  wine.  In  the 
morning,  when  the  facramentwas 
adminiftered,  there  was  a  horrid 
confufion  ;  feveral  fainted  away  on 
the  fpot ;  feveral  vomited ;  feveral 
were  taken  with  a  violent  cholic ; 
and,  in  ftiort,  the  whole  city  was 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  confler- 
nation.  Upon  this,  an  experiment 
was  tried,  and  the  poifon  difco- 
vered.  About  eight  had  died  of 
the  poifon  when  this  account  came 
away  ;  and  had  not  the  bad  tafte 
of  the  wine  given  early -notice  of 
the  intended  mifchief,  many  more 
mull  have  perifhed  :  ftill  fome  hun¬ 
dreds  were  dangeroufly  ill.  After 
a  drift  examination,  it  was  difco- 
vered,  that  one  Wirtz,  a  grave¬ 
digger,  was  the  perpetrator  of  this 
diabolical  deed,  with  a  view  to 
promote  his  bufmefs,  which  had 
been  flack  for  fome  time.  The 
villain  was  immediately  appre¬ 
hended ;  but  what  is  become  of 
him,  we  have  not  as  yet  learned. 

The  King’s  troops,  un- 
I5th*  der  General  Howe,  landed 
at  Kepps-bay,  in  order  to  attack 
New- York;  but,  on  their  ap¬ 
proach,  found  the  city  abandoned, 
and  the  Provincials  fled ;  upon 
which  they  took  pofleflion  of  the 


city,  after  a  flight  fkirmifh  with 
the  rear  of  the  provincial  army, 
with  the  lofs  of  fix  or  eight  men 
killed  and  wounded. 

A  fire  broke  out  at  the  corner 
of  Rood-Lane,  in  Fenchurch- 
Street,  which  burnt  three  houfes  in 
front,  and  damaged  feveral  others. 
Two  men  were  killed,  and  one 
miferably  bruifed,  on  the  occaflon. 

This  morning,  a  high- 
wayman  was  fliot  dead,  on 
Finchly-Common,  in  attempting 
to  rob  the  Derby  machine. 

At  the  meeting  ot  the  three 
choirs  at  Worcefter,  the  colleftion 
amounted  to  506I. 

The  feflions  ended  at  the  ](,tju 
Old-Bailey,  when  eleven  7 
convifts  received  fentence  of  death, 
viz.  one,  for  coining ;  four,  for 
houfebreaking  ;  one  of  them  while 
the  family  of  the  houfe  was  in  the 
country ;  two  women,  for  fliop- 
lifting  ;  one,  for  horfe-ftealing,  of 
which  he  made  a  praftice,  in  order 
to  kill  them,  and  boil  their  flefh, 
&c.  one,  for  ftreet-robbery ;  one, 
for  forgery  ;  and  one,  for  return¬ 
ing  from  tran  fportation ;  thirty- 
four  were  ordered  to  hard  labour 
for  three  years  on  the  river  Thames, 
among  whom  were  nineteen  capital 
convifts,  wdio  had  received  his 
Majefly’s  pardon  on  that  condition  ; 
five  were  ordered  to  be  fent  to  the 
houfe  of  correftion  ;  twelve  to  be 
imprifoned  in  Newgate  for  diffe¬ 
rent  terms ;  three  to  be  branded  in 
the  hand  ;  fourteen  to  be  whipped ; 
and  forty-eight  were  difcharged  by 
proclamation. 

At  this  feflions,  a  gentleman  was 
tried  for  perjury,  in  polling  t>yice 
for  Mr.  Wilkes  at  the  late  eleftion 
for  chamberlain  ;  but  it  appearing 
that  what  he  did  was  the  elfeft  of 
an  habitual  intoxication,  or  rather 
[  R  ]  2  per- 
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permanent  ftupidity  thereby  pro¬ 
duced,  he  was  acquitted.  At  this 
feflionswere  likewife  convidledtwo 
more  of  the  feiiows  concerned  in 
the  murder  of  the  cuftom-hcufe 
officer  (fee  May  25  th),  and  executed 
the  1 6th.  At.  tiie  place  of  exe¬ 
cution,  they  owned  being  of  the 
company,  but  denied  having  any 
hand  in  the  murder;  and  behaved 
with  great  compofure  of  mind. 
Moft  of  the  ether  criminals  were 
pardoned  ;  feme  of  them,  on  con¬ 
dition  cf  working  on  the  Thames  ; 
and  the  reft  were  executed  fome 
weeks  after. 

Lord  Howe,  and  Gene- 

*  ral  Howe,  caufed  a  declar¬ 
ation  to  be  circulated,  promiftng, 
in  his  Majefty’s  name,  a  revifton 
of  all  fuch  inftructions  as  might 
be  conftrued  to  lay  an  improper 
reftraint  on  the  freedom  of  iegilla- 
tion  in  the  colonies ;  and  abo  to 
concur  in  the  revifal  of  fuch  a£ts 
as-  they  might  think  themfelves  ag¬ 
grieved  by,  &c„  And  foon  after 
the  iffuing  of  this  declaration,  the 
people  flocked  in  great  numbers  to 
the  head-quarters,-  and  made  their 
fubmiffion# 

The  greatefc  and  fin  eft 
part  of  the  hand  fome  town 
of  Gefie,  the  capital  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Geftricia>in  Sweden,  was 
burnt  to  afhes. 

A  perfect  rainbow  was  feen  at 
Lower-Halfton ,  in  Kent,  about 
nine  at  night. 

,j  Between  this  and  the 

*  next  day,  at  midnight,  a 
moft  horrid  attempt  was  made  by 
a  number  of  wretches'  to  burn 
the  town  of  New- York,  in  which 
they  fucceeded  fo  well,  having 
fet  it  on  fire  in  feveral  places 
with  matches  and  combuftibies 
that  had  been  prepared  with  great 
art  and  ingenuity,  that  about  one 
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quarter  of  the  town  was  con* 
fumed  ;  and  the  reft  muft  have 
fufferecl  the  fame  fate,  had  it  not 
been  for  the  exertions  of  Major- 
General  Robertfon,  the  officers  un¬ 
der  his  command  in  the  town,  and 
the  brigade  of  guards  detached 
from  the  camp. 

A  few  days  ago  Capt.  Don  Da- 
val,  a  young  and  gallant  fea-officer 
in  the  Spanifh  fervice,  in  a  frigate 
of  34  guns,  in  company  with  ano¬ 
ther  Spanifti  frigate  of  28  guns, 
fell  in,  near  Tetuan,  with  four 
Moorilh  zebecs,  when  a  bloody 
feene  was  exhibited.  The  barba¬ 
rians  boarded  the  Spaniards  nine- 
times,  and,  although  fuperior,  al- 
moft  three  to  one  in  number,  were 
every  timerepulfed  with  great  lofs. 
At  length,  after  an  engagement  of 
fix  hours,  the  Moors  were  obliged 
to  ftrike  to  the  Spanifh  flag.  The 
lofs  of  the  barbarians,  in  killed  and 
wounded,  was  upwards  of  260  ; 
and  that  of  the  Spaniards,  38  fea- 
men  and  3  officers  killed,  and  90 
men  and  officers  wounded  j  .amongft 
the  latter  was  Capt.  Davah 

Lord  North,  in  taking 
an  airing  in  Bufhy-Park, 
had  the  misfortune  to  be  flung  from 
his  horfe,  and  break  one  of  his 
arms,  which  put  a  flop  to  fome 
very  material  parliamentary  bufi- 
nefs  till  he  recovered.  In  the  mean 
time,  his  Majefty  did  his  Lordfhip 
the  honour  to  fend  daily  to  enquire 
after  his  health  ;  and  even  fre¬ 
quently  to  go  in  peribn  to  fee  him, 
but  without  ever  fpeaking  of  bu- 
flnefs  to  him,  left  any  application 
of  mindfhould  retard  his  cure. 

The  Aldermen  Plumbe  ~  . 
and  Thomas  were  chofen  2  ‘ 

fheriffs ;  and  Alderman  Halifax 
lord-mayor,  for  the  year  enfuing. 

The  Landgrave  of  Hefle-Calfel 
has  returned  the  contribution  which 
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•his  fubjetts  had  paid  to  the  mili¬ 
tary  chert,  and  declared  that  he 
would  do  fo  as  long,  as  the  Heffian 
troops  continued  in  the  Britilh  fer¬ 
vice  ;  and  the  hereditary  prince, 
his  Ton,  willing  to  follow  fo  good 
an  example,  publifhcd  an  ordon- 
nance,  by  which  he  declared,  that 
all  the  parents  of  foldiers,  and  the 
foldiers  themfelves,  of  the  regiment 
of  Heffe-Hanau,  (the  territory  fet¬ 
tled  on  his  electoral  highnefs,  as 
an  eftablilhment  during  his  father’s 
life)  gone  to  America,  rtiall  be 
free  from  any  duty,  either  in  mo¬ 
ney  orprodutt,  upon  any  land  they 
may  poffefs  in  that  landgraviate, 
from  the  day  that  regiment  fet  out 
till  its  return.  Moreover,  by  the 
indulgence  of  the  court  of  London, 
all  the  letters  written  by  the  officers 
or  foldiers  of  the  German  troops 
employed  in  the  fervice  of  Great- 
Britain,  in  North-America,  to 
their  friends  in  Europe,  and  to 
them  from  fuch  their  friends,  are 
to  be  exempted  from  portage. 

t  General  Howe  iffued  a 
toth.  ,  .  r 

J  proclamation,  promiiing  a 

full  pardon  to  all  deferters  from  the 
Britilh  troops  in  America,  who 
fhould  furrender  themfelves  on  or 
before  the  3  irt  of  the  next  month  : 
vAnd,  towards  the  end  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  upwards  of  forty  of  thofe  who 
had  furrendered  in  confequence  of 
the  faid  proclamation,  arrived  in 
London,  in  their  way  to  the  coart 
of  Africa,  to  make  part  of  the 
corps  lately  Colonel  0‘Hara’s  on 
that  ftation. 

The  French  King  had  jurt  re¬ 
ceived  the  collection  of  ancient  me¬ 
dals,  which  the  Sieur  Pellerin  had 
been  lo  many  years  making  for 
his  majerty,  whole  cabinet  before 
this  acquifition  was  celebrated 
throughout  Europe,  but  now  may 


very  truly  be  faid  to  be  the  riche# 
and  moft  ufeful ;  efpetially  forthe 
affiftance  it  may  lend  by  throwing 
new  lights  on  ancient  hiftory. 

Died,  the  7th  inftant,  Eric 
Gurtavus  Queckfcrd,  Knight  of  the 
Sword,  and  a  lieutenant-general  in 
the  Swedilh  fervice,  aged  88.  He 
was  the  laft  furviving  officer  who 
attended  Charles  XII.  at  Bender. 

Mrs.  Kennedy,  in  the  110th 
year  of  her  age,  at  Dumfries,  in 
Scotland. 

The  17th,  Capt.  Thomas  Forbes 
of  the  royal  navy,  aged  102,  at 
Harwich. 

The  22d,Monfieur Lewis  Cham?- 
baud,  author  of feveral  ufeful  works 
in  French  and  Englifh  ;  particu¬ 
larly  a  French  Dictionary  in  folio. 

Mafter  Chi  vers  of  Rotherhithe, 
of  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog.  He 
had  drank  the  fait  water  ;  been 
bathed  in  it  ;  returned  feemingly 
well ;  and  continued  fo  for  more 
than  a  month  ;  but,  on  the  17th 
inrtant,  he  was  feized  with  the 
hydrophobia,  for  which  no  cure 
could  be  had. 

William  Dale,  ao-ed  i©i,  at 
Auftry  in  Warwicklhire. 

The  27th,  Francis  Marin,  Efq; 
at  Latnbeth,  aged  ,84  years.  At 
the  age  of  60  he  had  his  coffin 
made,  and  kept  it  by  him  ever 
lince. 

The  29th,  Alderman  Ogden,  of 
Leicefter,  aged  96. 

Latelv,  At  Chicherter,  Mr. 
George  Smith,  landfcape  painter, 
and  surviving  brother  of  three, 
who  all  cultivated  that  enchanting 
art.  He  gained  the  premiums 
given  by  the  fociety  for  the  encou¬ 
ragement  of  arts,  &c.  in  1760, 
1761,  and  1763. 

Mr.  Robert  Wert,  father  of  Mr. 
Wert,  hirtorical  painter.  He  was 
j  3  born 
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born  at  Long-Crandon,  Bucks,  in 
1 690 ;  went  in  1 7 1 5  to  Penfylvania, 
where  he  had  three  brothers  fettled, 
who  went  there  with  William  Penn ; 
married  and  raifed  a  family,  of  ten 
children  in  that  province ;  and 
came  over  in  1764  to  vifit  his  na¬ 
tive  country,  and  fee  his  fon, 
where  he  has  continued  ever  fince. 
He  was  one  of  the  people  called 
Quakers,  univerfally  efteemed. 

jofiah  Van  Rochle,  Efq;  who 
had  made  nine  voyages  to  the  Ead 
Indies. 

At  Chelfea,  Edward  Northorpe, 
Efq;  worth  40,000!.  of  which  he 
has  left  5000I.  to  portion  ten  mai-. 
dens,  in  the  choice  of  his  execu¬ 
tors. 

In  Spitalfields,  Mr.  James  Point- 
houfe,  who  ferved  with  King 
George  I.  in  the  allied  army,  pre¬ 
vious  to  that  Monarch’s  fwaying 
the  Britifh  feeptre. 

At  Greenwich,  Thomas  Ran¬ 
dall,  aged  near  ico,  who  was 
cabbin-boy  on  board  Admiral  Ruf- 
fel’s  Ihip,  in  the  famous  battle 
with  the  French,  under  Tourville, 
in  1692,  and  continued  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  his  country  from  that  time 
to  the  conclufion  of  the  lad  war. 

Mr.  Buck,  aged  105,  at  Dublin, 

Near  Nancy  in  Lorrain,  M. 
Lancelot  Chambellan,  in  his  109th 
year;  a  few  days  before  his  death, 
he  walked  upwards  of  ten  miles. 

Mrs.  Dorothy  Clarke,  aged  1 12, 
atWedorp,  in  Nottirighamfhire. 

Mrs.  Sarah  Mendes  Furtado, 
aged  109. 

SUMMER  ASSIZES. 

At  Dorcheder,  one  was  capitally 
convidted,  but  afterwards  reprieved. 
At  thefe  affizes,  Mr.  Sykes,  the 
late  member  for  Shaftelbury,  was 
convicted  of  bribery,  and  Mr.  Mor¬ 
timer,  the  prefent  member,  reco-* 


vered  penalties  to  the  amount  of 
1 1 ,000 1.  This  is  the  mod  decifive 
caufe  ever  yet  determined  in  favour 
of  the  landed  intered. 

The  following  point  of  law  was 
argued  at  the  faid  affizes :  (S  Whe¬ 
ther  the  fetting  out  of  grafs  in 
cocks,  from  the  fwath,  without  ted¬ 
ding,  was  or  was  not  a  good  fetting 
out  of  tythes  ?”  After  a  full  hear¬ 
ing,  the  quedion  was  determined 
in  the  affirmative,  and  a  verdidt 
given  againd  the  redtor  for  not 
taking  his  tythe  away. 

At  Cambridge,  one  was  capitally 
cpnvidted  of  horfedeallng,  but  af¬ 
terwards  reprieved. 

At  Stafford,  two  were  capitally 
cpnvidted,  but  reprieved. 

At  Nottingham,  one,  but  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Buckingham,  one, form urder. 

At  Litchfield,  one,  for  forgery. 

At  Horffiam,  for  the  county  of 
Suffex,  an  old  woman,  aged  74, 
was  found  guilty  of  murdering  her 
huffiand,  a  butcher,  at  Brightling, 
in  that  county,  and  fentenced  to 
be  burnt.  She  was  generally  fup- 
pofed  to  be  infane ;  but  from  the 
clear,  artful  anfwers  die  gave,  and 
the  defence  die  made.  Lord  Manf- 
field  was  clearly  of  a  contrary  opi¬ 
nion. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Devon,  three  were  capitally  con¬ 
victed. 

At  Guilford,  eleven;  fix  of 
whom,  viz.  four  women  for  a  rob¬ 
bery,  and  two  horfe-dealers,  were 
afterwards  reprieved ;  the  other  five 
were  executed. 

At  Durham,  two,  one  of  whom, 
for  a  burglary,  was  executed. 

At  Newcadle,  two,  one  of  whom, 
for  dealing  two  bank  notes  out  of 
a  letter,  was  executed. 

At  the  affizes  for  the  county  of 
Northumberland,  four,  one  of 

whom , 
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whom,  for  a  highway  robbery,  was 
executed. 

At  Bridgewater,  one. 

At  Bodmin,  one,  who  was  af- 
terwards  reprieved. 

At  Briftol,  only  one  caufe,  of  a 
very  trifling  nature. 

At  York,  two  were  capitally 
convided,  but  reprieved.  In  the 
trial  of  one  of  them,  John  Sutcliff, 
for  the  murder  of  his  wife  and 
child,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Atkinfon  de- 
pofed,  the  reafon  Sutcliff  gave  for 
murdering  his  wife  was,  that,  as 
dhe  was  in  a  miferable  fltuation, 
he  thought  it  was  proper  to  put  her 
out  of  mifery.  When  afked,  why 
he  murdered  his  child,  being  in 
no  mifery  ?  he  faid,  he  gave  it  in 
facrifice  to  God,  in  return  for  fome 
bleflings  he  had  received  a  few 
days  before.  The  jury  brought  in 
their  verdid  in  fane. 

At  Maidftcne,  four  were  capi¬ 
tally  convided,  two  of  whom  were 
reprieved,  but  the  others  for  mur¬ 
der  were  executed. 

At  Shrewibury,  one,  but  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Salifbury  aflize,  Maiy  Bower 
was  charged,  on  the  oath  of  her 
filler,  with  taking  from  her  bank 
notes  to  the  amount  of  990 1.  It 
appeared  to  be  a  family  affair. 

At  Norwich,  two  were  capitally 
convided. 

At  the  aflizes  for  the  county  of 
Norfolk,  five  ;  but  all  reprieved. 

At  Bury,  two  were  convided, 
but  reprieved. 

At  Gloucefler,  one. 

At  Carlifle,  one ;  but  reprieved. 
At  the  above  aflizes  was  tried,  be¬ 
fore  Mr.  juflice  Afhurft,  the  long- 
depending  caufe  between  Sir  Janies 
Low t her,  Bart,  plaintiff,  and  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Portland,  de¬ 
fendant,  relative  to  the  foccage 
lands  of  Inglefwood  forefl ;  when 


a  verdid  was  given  for  the  defen¬ 
dant. 

At  Lincoln,  three wrere  capitally 
convided,  but  reprieved. 

At  Appleby,  one ;  but  reprieved. 

At  Chelmsford,  ten  $  eight  of 
whom  were  reprieved. 

At  Oxford,  two  brothers,  but 
reprieved. 

At  Abingdon,  three,  and  re¬ 
prieved. 

At  Northampton,  one,  for  mur¬ 
der  ;  and  another,  for  a  burglary  5 
but  were  both  reprieved  ;  and  the 
jurors  verdid  on  the  former  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  opinion  jof  the  twelve 
judges. 

At  Worcefter,two,  but  reprieved* 

At  Brecon  Aflizes,  one,  for  wil¬ 
fully  and  premeditateclly  firing  a 
loaded  piftol  at  an  intimate  ac¬ 
quaintance,  in  a  fit  of  jealoufy,  on 
account  of  a  young  woman  whom 
they  both  courted,  and  dangeroufly 
wo  unding  him  in  the  hip. 

At  Lancafter,  two,  of  burgla¬ 
ry,  but  both  reprieved. 

At  Chefter,  four,  and  all  exe¬ 
cuted. 

The  aflizes  at  Bedford,  War¬ 
wick,  Coventry,  Salifbury,  Hun¬ 
tingdon,  Cowbridge,  and  Win- 
chelter,  proved  maiden. 

At  the  lafl:  of  the  above  aflizes, 
an  adion  was  brought  by  farmer 
Mafkall,  plaintiff,  again fl  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  farmer,  defendant,  for  de¬ 
bauching  one  of  his  daughters, 
under  the  common  pretence  of  mar¬ 
riage.  Many  learned  arguments 
were  ufed  by  the  plaintiff's  coun- 
fel,  in  relation  to  the  nature,  cri¬ 
minality,  and  confequence  of  the 
offence ;  and  the  evidence  being 
impartially  fummed  up  by  the 
learned  judge,  the  jury,  without 
hefitation,  found  a  verdid  for  the 
plaintiff,  with  zrol.  damages,  and 
all  colls. 

[K]  4 
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OCTOBER. 

«  Was  tried  at  Guildhall, 

3  ’  before  the  Recorder,  in  the 
Mayor’s  court,  an  afticn  'brought 
againd  a  lottery-office-keeper,  to 
recover  the  chances  ariling  upon 
the  infuraace  of  lottery  tickets, 
amounting  to  the  fum  of  99),  Af¬ 
ter  much  invedigation,  and  argu¬ 
ment  of  the  counfel  on  both  fides, 
a  verdict  was  given  for  the  defend- 
ant,  agreeable  to  the  opinion  of 
the  judge,  who  held,  that,  though 
there  appeared,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  .evidence,  an  acknowledgment 
of  the  debt ;  yet,  as  the  contract 
was  illegal,  and  in  violation  of 
the  Gaming.  Aft,  the  plaintiff  had 
no  remedy  a  gain  d  the  defendant. 
The  courts  of  law,  he  faid,  had 
been  fo  drift  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
that  fpecies  of  traffick,  fo  highly 
detrimental  to  commerce,  that  he 
remembered  an  indance,  wherein 
the  money  paid  for  inmrance  was 
returned. 

■  s  .  The  delegates  of  the  fe~ 

a  •**  p  o 

1  veral  North-American  co¬ 
lonies  and  provinces,  to  the  Conti¬ 
nental  Congrefs,  not  excepting 
thole  of  New  York,  though  actu¬ 
ally  in  the  King’s  hands,  figned 
articles  of  confederation  and  per¬ 
petual  union,  which  the  reader 
will  fmd  among  pur  State  Papers. 

.  A  caufe  was  tried  in  the  county 
court  of  Corke,  in  Ireland,  before 
Mr.  Judice  Henn,  between  Mr. 
Godfreid  Gerard  Fehrman,  plain¬ 
tiff,  and  Mr.  William  Falkner, 
Surveyor  of  Robertas  Cove,  Charles 
M‘Carthy  .and  Samuel  Philips, 
revenue-boatmen, defendants.  The 
aftion  was  brought  for  unlawfully 
detaining  at  Kinfale,  lad  January, 
Mrs.  .Fehrman,  the  plaintiff’s  wife, 
three  hours,  under  pretence  of  her 
having  dome  India  goods  about 


n  1  c  l  e.  , 

her,  flte  refudng  to  admit  herfelf 
to  be  fearched ;  and,  after  a  full 
hearing,  the  jury  brought  in  a 
verdift  for  the  plaintiff  of  fixty 
guineas  damages,  and  full  cods  of 
luit  Mr,  Fehrman,  lad  dimmer 
affizes,  obtained  a  verdift  for  fixty 
pounds,  from  another  rei^enue- 
officer,  for  unlaw  fully  entering  his 
cellar,  under  pretence  of  his  hav¬ 
ing  unlieenfed  beer  in  it. 

By  letters  from  Liverpcole,  the 
Duke  of  Bridgewater  had  already 
cleared,  in  one  year,  95 ol.  by 
carrying  paffengers  betwixt  Run¬ 
corn  and  Manchefter :  and  1 2,500k 
by  carrying  goods  betwixt  Man- 
cheder  and  Liverpoole ;  all  which 
the  public  -mud  allow  his  Grace 
richly  deferves,  when  they  are  affi 
fured  that  -  his  inland  navigation 
has  already  cod  him  220,000  h 
The  ceremony,  of  man  , 
riage  betweemHis  Imperial  ‘ 
Highnefs,  the  Grand  Duke  of 
Ruffia,  and  the  Princefs,  of  Wir- 
temberg  Stutgard,  was  performed, 
with  great  pomp,  at  Peterfburgh, 
by  Her  Imperial  Majedy’s  Com 
feffor;  but  not  till  the  Princefs, 
had  been  folemnly  baptized,  into 
the  Greek  church,  by  the  name  of 
Maria  Fefdorowna.  ■  v 

The  collegiate  church  of 
St.  Peter,  Wedminiler,  was  9 
opened  for  divine  fervice,  after 
having  been  long  fhut  up,  to  ereft 
a.  new  choir,  and  make  feveral 
other-  neceffary  repairs,  of  w  hich 
the  following  fnort  defeription  of 
that  mod  venerable  part  of  the 
building,  in  its  prefent  date,  will 
give  the  bed  idea.  Upon  entering 
the  front  gate  of  the  choir,  you 
afeend  three  deps,  the  marble 
pavement,  or  door,  having  been 
raifed  upwards  of  twro  feet.  The 
feats  belonging  to  the  Dean  and 
Sub-dean,  are  brought  feveral  feet 

forward. 
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forward,  in  order  that  thofe  who 
fill  them  may  hear  the  preacher 
without  being  obliged  to  leave 
their  places,  as  was  the  cafe  before 
this'  alteration  took  place.  The 
pidture  of  Richard  the  Second  is 
removed  from  the  place  in  which 
it  was  hung,  into  the  Chapter- 
houfe,  and  the  pulpit  is  placed  on 
the  oppofite  fide  of  the  choir.  The 
flails  for  the  clergy,  and  fmging 
men,  are  not  materially  altered, 
but  the  places  appointed  for  the 
gentlemen  of  Weitminfter  fchool 
though  plain  and  neat,  are  better 
confirudted  than  the  old  ones. 

This  day  and  the  13th, 

1  a  fleet  fitted  out  by  the  Pro¬ 
vincials  on  Lake  Champlain  was 
entirely  defeated,  two  of  their 
vefiels  taken,  and  ten  burnt  or  ae- 
ftroyed  by  another  fleet  partly  built 
and  rebuilt  there,  and  partly  car¬ 
ried  there,  feme  miles  over  land. 
The  Provincials,  on  the  news  of 
their  fleet  being  defeated,  quitted 
Crown-Point,  having  firll  let  fire 
to  all  the  houfes  and  buildings 
within  it,  and  returned  to  Ticon- 
deroga. 

A  few  days  ago,  as  Major  Bal¬ 
four,  of  the  firft  or  royal  Scots  re¬ 
giment,  and  his  brother,  were  out 
a  fliooting,  near  Fort  George,  in 
Scotland,  the  Major,  having  fired 
his  piece  at  forne  birds,  defired 
his  brother  10  fire  alfo,  when,  un¬ 
fortunately,  as  he  was  preparing 
to, do  fo,  the  Major  ftept  forward 
before  the  muzzle  of  the  gun,  re¬ 
ceived  the  charge  in  his  head,  and 
Expired  a  few  hours  after.  The 
.Major  v/as  univerfally  efleemed. 
No  words  can  exprefs  the  agony  of 
his  brother  upon  this  melancholy 
cataflrophe. 

Thirty- two  convidls,  who  had 
lain  fix  months  on  board  a  tranf- 
jcort  in  Limehoufe-hole,  without 

t  * 


knowing  where  they  were  to  be 
taken,  fome  days  ago  found 
means  to  put  an  end  to  a  ftate  of 
uncertainty,  too  bad,  in  a  manner, 
for  ipoft  crimes,  by  making  their 
efcape. 

The  Pope,  though  a  great  friend 
to  the  Ex- jefuits,  has  been  obliged, 
notwithflanding,  to  banifh  them 
his  capital,  on  pain  of  having  the 
Spanilh  ones  left  on  his  hands  by 
thefioppage  of  their  penfion  from 
the  court  of  Madrid. 

An  ancientpieceofpaint- 
ing,  by  Holbein,  repre-  I5tn* 
fentingan  interview  between  Kino- 
Henry  VIII.  and  Francis  I.  of 
France,  at  Guines,  near  Ardres, 
and  containing  upwards  of  four 
thoufand  faces,  which  had  been 
hitherto  kept  in  the  private  apart¬ 
ments  in  Windfor  Caftle,  was,  by 
their  Majefties  command,  placed 
for  public  infpedtion  in  the  Royal 
Picture  Gallery  ;  as  was  likewife 
another  ancient  pidture,  a  fea 
piece,  reprefenting  the  return  of 
Henry  VIII.  and  his  nobility,  from, 
the  laid  interview.  The  reader 
Wi  11  find  an  account  of  the  firll  of 
thefe  pictures,  in  our  lalt  volume. 

In  confequence  of  two  r  , 
declarations  lately  iffued  by 
Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe, 
one,  on  the  14th  of  July,  purport¬ 
ing,  that  his  Majeily  was  deiirous 
to  deliver  his  American  fabjedts 
from  the  calamities  of  war,  and 
other  oppreflions ;  and  to  reftore 
the  colonies  to  his  protediion  and 
peace  :  the  other,  on  the  j 9th  ult> 
the  purport  of  which  the  reader 
may  fee  agalufi  that  date;  up¬ 
wards  of  nine  hundred  perfons, 
of  refpcdtable  charadlers, 'inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  preiented  their  "Ex¬ 
cellencies  with  an  addrefs,  in 
which,  after  the  warmed  expreL 
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fions  of  duty,  affeilion,  and  gra¬ 
titude  for  his  Majefty,  and  fame 
compliments  to  their  Excellencies* 
they  exprefs  their  hopes,  that  the 
fiufferings  of  their  abfent  fellow- 
citizens,  many  of  whom  had  been 
driven  away  by  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  the  fpirit  of  perfecution 
which  lately  prevailed  there ;  orfent 
to  Mew-England,  and  other  diftant 
parts  ;  will  plead  in  their  behalf, 
and  engage  their  Excellencies,  on 
thefe  their  dutiful  reprefentations, 
to  reftore  the  city  and  county  of 
New  York,  to  his  Majefty ’s  pro¬ 
tection  and  peace.  Accordingly, 
foon  after.  Governor  Tryon  was 
re-eftabiifhed  in  his  government, 
and  the  feveral  courts  re-opened  for 
the  adminiftration  ofjuftice. 

His  molt  faithful  Majelty  has 
lately  publilhed  a  general  pardon 
to  all  his  fubjefts  who  had  fled 
their  country  for  different  crimes, 
on  condition  of  their  ferving  five 
years  in  the  army. 

Between  eight  and  nine  at  night, 
the  General  Wolf  Packet  was  run 
down,  between  Liverpool e  and 
Dublin,  by  the  Hawke  tender, 
then  going  at  the  rate  of  fix  knots 
(miles)  an  hour;  and,  out  of  .forty- 
three  paffengers,  exclufive  of  the 
crew,  but  twenty  perfons.  In  all, 
were  faved. 

Q  ,  The  King’s  forces  en- 
}  ° tn '  camped  on  New- York 
Hand,  having  got  behind  the  Pro¬ 
vincials  Rationed  at  King’s-bridge, 
obliged  them  thereby  to  abandon 
their  almoft  impregnable  intrench- 
ments  at  that  place. 

Lord  Berkeley  having  been 
Popped  in  his  poft-chaife,  about 
ten  at  night,  near  Salt-hiii,  and 
robbed  of  his  money,  watch,  &c. 
one  of  his  fervants,  who  came  up 
M  that  inf! ant,  purfued  the  high¬ 


wayman  ;  foon  overtook  him  | 
and,  difcharging  a  piftol  at  him, 
killed  him  on  the  fpot. 

An  addrefs  of  the  Lord-  ^ 
mayor.  Recorder,  Alder-  ** 
men.  Sheriffs,  and  Commons,  of 
the  city  of  York,  in  common 
council  affembled,  congratulating 
his  Majefty  on  the  fuccefs  of  his 
arms  in  North  America  ;  approv¬ 
ing  of  his  meafures  with  regard  to 
his  colonies  there  ;  and  affuring 
him  that  they  are  zealous  friends 
to  law,  liberty,  and  order,  and 
determined  enemies  to  faction,  11- 
centioufn^fs,  and  fedition ;  and 
that  they  regarded  the  honour  and 
dignity  of  his  Majefty ’s  crown, 
and  the  fupreme  authority  of  the 
Britilli  legifiature,  as  the  great 
pillar  of  that  excellent  confutation, 
on  which  depends  the  freedom  and 
profperity  of  every  branch  of  the 
Britiih  empire,  was  this  day  pre- 
fented  to  his  Majefty,  and  moil 
gracioiilly  received. 

When,  in  the  beginning  of  this 
year,  the  Houfe  of  Commons  was 
moved  to  enquire  into  the  methods 
ufed  to  obtain  addreffes  in  pretty 
much  the  fame  ftile  with  the  above. 
Sir  William  Baggotgot  up,  and  re¬ 
lated  to  the  Houfe  the  origin  and 
conduit  of  the  Stafford  addrefs. 
He  faid,  that  having,  while  in 
Warwickftiire,  feen  the  addrefs  to 
all  the  electors  of  Great  Britain 
which  was  figned  by  Deputy  Pi¬ 
per  ;  and,  not  being  willing  that 
the  gentlemen  of  the  county  which 
he  had  the  honour  to  repre- 
fent,  fhould  dance  to  Deputy  Pi¬ 
per’s  tune,  he  went  home  imme¬ 
diately  ;  and  at  the  fefiions  an  ad¬ 
drefs,  containing  fentiments  very 
different  from  that  of  Mr.  Deputy 
Piper,  was  propofed  and  agreed 
to,  only  one  perfon,  whom  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  well  knew,  (Mr.  Wool¬ 
dridge,  who  had  lait  year  fpoken  at 
their  bar)  obje&ing  to  it. 

The  Bifhop  of  Ely  took  polTef- 
Bon  of  an  houfe  in  Dover-ftreet, 
eredled  by  adt  of  parliament  for  the 
future  town  re  fide  nee  of  the  Bilhops 
of  that  fee,  and  to  be  called  Ely- 
houfe  for  the  future,  in  lieu  of  the 
old  palace,  on  Holborn-hill. 

^  The  felfions  ended  at  the 
Old  Bailey,  when  feventeen 
capital  convidts  received  fentence 
of  death,  viz.  three,  for  coining  ; 
one,  for  forgery  ;  two,  for  horfe- 
Bealing  ;  one,  for  fheep-ilealing  ; 
one,  for  burglary ;  one,  for  a 
jobbery  in  a  houfe  of  ill  fame; 
and  eight,  for  various  footpad  and 
other  highway  and  flreet  robberies. 
Five  more  convicts  were  fentenced 
to  hard  labour  on  the  Thames ; 
and  feven,  to  hard  labour  in  Bride¬ 
well ;  feven,  to  confinement  in 
Newgate ;  four,  to  be  whipped  ; 
eight  were  branded  in  the  hand  ; 
and  twenty-two  were  difeharged 
by  proclamation. 

And,  on  the  1  ith  of  December, 
two  of  the  coiners,  the  forgerer, 
*md  five  of  the  other  capital  con- 
yidts,  were  executed  at  Tyburn. 
The  unhappy  man,  for  forgery, 
having  been  once  a  tradefman  in 
great  credit,  both  for  honefly  and 
induftry,  was  indulged  with  a 
mourning-coach.  He  made  a  very 
affecting  fpeech  to  the  populace, 
at  the  place  of  execution,  of  near 
a  quarter  of  an  hour’s  continuance, 
in  which  he  attributed  his  unhappy 
fate,  not  fo  much  to  any  extrava¬ 
gancy,  as  an  indifereet  defire  of 
being  able  to  carry  on  a  great 
trade.  Before  his  death,  he  fa- 
tisfied  all  his  creditors  to  the  ut- 
mofl  of  his  power,  though  by  fo 
doing  he  left  his  family  in  the 
poft  wretched  circumltances. 


During  the  mayoralty  of  the 
prefent  Lord-mayor,  John  Saw- 
bridge,  Efq;'  eighty-eight  per- 
fons  received  fentence  of  death* 
and  thirty-nine  were  executed ;  fix 
of  them,  for  murder. 

The  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany, 
by  an  edidt  of  this  date,  has 
brought  feveral  places  under  the 
immediate  dependence  of  his 
crown,  which  were  formerly  under 
that  of  the  Camadule  Hermites. 
The  queftion  is,  under  which  ju¬ 
risdiction  the  inhabitants  of  thefe 
places  are  likely  to  be  happieft. 

His  Excellency  the  Mar-  1 
quis  de  NoailleSj  Am6af-  ‘ 
fador  from  France,  had  his  Bril 
private  audience  of  his  Majefly,  to 
deliver  his  credentials. 

The  Marquis  de  Bernard  ^ 
Tanucci,  who,  for  a  great 
number  of  years  paft,  had  been 
Prime  Minifcer,  and  chief  or  foie 
favourite,  to  the  prefent  and  the  late 
King  of  Naples  and  Sicily,  was 
difmiffed  his  employments,  but  in. 
the  molt  honourable  manner.  He 
is  fucceeded  by  the  Marquis  Della 
Sambacca,  the  fon  of  Prince  De 
Campo  Reale,  Counfellor  of  State, 
and  Prefident  of  the  junto  of  Si¬ 
cily. 

The  Regifters  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery,  and  their  clerks,  took 
poBeffion  of  their  new  office  in 
Chancery-lane ;  and,  next  day,  an 
elegant  bull,  in  marble,  of  the 
prefent  Lord  Chancellor,  executed 
by  Mr.  Nollekin,  was  put  up  in 
the  faid  office,  with  the  following 
infeription  :  *f  The  Right  Hon. 
Henry  Earl  Bathurk,  Lord  High 
Chancellor  of  Great  Britain, 
1776.” 

About  a  quarter  before  «  . 
eleven  o’clock,  a  fudden  ~  lu 
Block  of  an  earthquake  was  felt  all 

over 
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•over  the  town  of  Northampton, 
and  in  many  adjacent  villages,  at¬ 
tended  with  a  noife  much  like  the 
violent  jolt  of  a  cart,  which  very 
apparently  jarred  the  houfes,  and 
threw  the  windows  into  a  noify 
agitation  for  about  two  feconds ; 
and  a  ball  or  balls  of  fire  were  feen 
at  the  fame  time  by  many  perfcns 
in  the  fame  town  and  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  like  phenomena  were 
felt  and  feen  at  Harborcugh,  and 
"as  far  as  Loughborough,  in  the 
county  of  Leicefter,  about  the  fame 
time.-  The  concuffion  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  fo  great  in  thofe  parts ;  but 
the  light,  from  various  defcrip- 
4ions,4eems  to  have  been  equal. 

'■  r  His  M aj  efty  was  plea  fed, 
b  by  two  feveral  proclamati¬ 
ons,  to  order  that  a  public  fall:  and 
humiliation  fhould  be  >obferved 
throughout  England,  and  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  upon  Friday 
the  13  th  of  December  next,  for 
the  purpofes,  befides  the  other 
ufual  ones,  of  imploring  the  inter¬ 
vention  and  blefling  of  the  Al- 

o 

mighty,  fpeedily  to  deliver  his 
loyal  iubjefts  within  hi-s  colonies 
and  provinces  in  North  America, 
from  the  violence,  injuftice,  and 
tyranny,  of  thofe  daring  rebels, 
who  had  affumed  to  themfelves  the 
exercife  of  arbitrary  power ;  to 
open  the  eyes  of  thofe  who  had 
been  deluded,  by  fpecious  falfe- 
lioods,  into  acts  of  treafon  and  re¬ 
bellion  ;  to  turn  the  hearts  of  the 
author's  of  thefe  calamities  ;  and 
finally  to  reftorehis  people  in  thofe 
di drafted  provinces  and  colonies 
to  the  happy  condition  of  being 
free  fubjefts  of  a  free  hate,  under 
which  heretofore  they  bad  flourilhed 
lo  long,  and  rrofnered  fo  much. 

^  His  Majefty  went  to  the 
'■  ‘  Ho  life  of  Peers,  and  open- 
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ed  the  feffion  of  parliament  with 
a  moft  gracious  fpeech ;  which* 
with  the  addreffes  in  return  from 
both  houfes,  and  his  Majefty’s 
moft  gracious  anfwers  to  them,  the 
reader  will  find  among  our  State 
Papers. 

The  following  humane  order  has 
been  fent  from  the  War-Office,  to 
General  Howe,  in  America. 

State  of  Allowances  and  Regu¬ 
lations. 

If  a  wound  fhall  be  received  in 
aftion  by  any  commiffioned  officer, 
which  fnall  occafion  the  lofs  of  an 
eye  or  a  limb,  he  fhall  receive  a 
gratuity  in  money  of  one  year’s 
full  pay,  and  be  further  allowed 
fuch  expences  relating  to  his  cure 
(if  not  performed  at  the  King’s 
charge)  as  fhall  be  certified  to  be 
reafonable  by  the  Surgeon  General 
of  the  army,  and  Infpeftor  Gene¬ 
ral  of  regimental  infirmaries,  upon 
examination  of  the  vouchers  which 
he  fhall  lay  before  them. 

If  the  wounds  received  fhall  not 
amount  to  the  lofs  of  a  limb,  the 
charge  of  cure  only  fhall  be  allow¬ 
ed,  certified  as  above.  When  anyo 
commiffioned  officer  fhall  lofe  an 
eye  or  a  limb  as  aforefaid,  the 
Commanding  Officer  of  the  corps 
in  which  he  ferves,  fhall  deliver  to 
him  a  certificate,  fpecifying  the 
time  when,  and  the  place  where 
the  faid  accident  happened  ;  a  du¬ 
plicate  of  which  certificate  fhall 
likewife  be  tranfmitted  with  the 
next  monthly  returns. 

When  any  commiffioned  officer 
fhall  be  killed  in  aftion,  his  wi¬ 
dow  and  orphan  children  (if  he 
leaves  any)  fhall  be  allowed  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

■  The  widow,  a  full  year's  pay 
according  to  her  hufbaiid’s  regi- 

o  o 

mental  commifti-on ;  Each  child 

under 
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mder  age  and  nnmarried,  one 
hird  of  what  is  allowed  to  the  wi- 
lovv  ;  podhumous  children  to  be 
ncluded. 

All  perfons  dying  of  their 
rounds,  within  fix  months  after 
>attle,  fhall  be  deemed  flain  in 
ittion. 

The  commanding  officers  of  the 
:orps  in  which  the  {lain  officer 
'erved,  fhall,  on  demand,  give  a 
:ertificato  of  his  being  killed  in 
idlion  to  his  furviving  wife  and  or- 
Dhans  refpe&ively,  fpecifying  the 
:ime  when,  and  the  place  where, 
:he  faid  accident  happened ;  a  du¬ 
plicate  of  which  fhall  likewife  be 
:ranfmitted  with  the  next  monthly 
returns.” 

His  Majedy  has  befides  been 
gracioufly  pleafed  to  order  100L 
to  each  of  the  maders,  and  90I.  to 
each  of  the  men  of  the  undermen¬ 
tioned  tranfports,  who  bravely 
exerted  themfelves  in  their  coun¬ 
try’s  caufe  in  the  late  affairs  at 
New-York  ifland;  viz.  Robert 
Roughead,  of  the  G<x)d  Intent ; 
Rickman  Fowler,  of  the  Symetry  : 
John  Randall,  of  the  Grand  Du- 
chefs  of  Ruffia  ;  Thomas  Brown, 
of  the  Savile  ;  John  Chalmers,  of 
the  Mercury  ;  and  James  Stuart, 
of  the  America. 

In  thecourfeof  this  month,  the 
Continental  Congrefs  refoived  to 
borrow  eight  millions  of  dollars,  at 
four  per  cent,  intereli,  and  iffued 
a  proclamation  accordingly. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month, 
likewife,  a  great  revolution  hap¬ 
pened  in  the  government  of  Ma- 
drafs ;  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  council  there,  having  thought 
proper,  by  their  own  authority,  to 
depofe  and  imprifon  Lord  Bigot 
the  Governor,  and  confer  the  go¬ 
vernment  on  Colonel  Stuart. 


Died,  the  3d  inftant,  Mr.- 
Etheridge,  a  celebrated  architect, 
who,  among  other  public  works* 
built  Walton  bridge. 

The  4th,  Mrs.  Roflanley,  the 
widow  of  Mr.  Wells  Roflanley,  an 
ingenious  defigner  in  Oxford- 
flreet,  who  died  the  1  ft  indant ; 
Mrs.  Roflanley  having  refufed  to 
take  any  manner  of  fuftenance,  af¬ 
ter  his  death,  till  ffie  expired. 

The  16th,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierre 
Francois  Le  Courayer,  in  the  95th 
year  of  his  age,  in  Downing- 
flreet,  Wedminder. 

The  18th,  John  Ellis,  Efq; 
F.  R.  S.  Agent  for  the  province  of 
Weil  P'lorida,  and  for  the  ifland 
of  Dominica;  but  better  known, 
as  the  fird  difcoverer  of  the  pro¬ 
perties  of  thofe  curious  fubdances, 
called  corals  and  coralines,  and 
ftill  better,  for  his  public-fpirited 
endeavours  to  promote  the  ffudy, 
and  extend  the  benefits,  of  natural 
hiilory  ;  at  Hampdead . 

The  25  th,  Mr.  Levy  Marks, 
principal  fcribe  of  the  Jews  fyna- 
gogue,  and  a  gentleman  of  unble- 
miihed  chara&er,  aged  96. 

Lately,  Sir  William  Yorke,  late 
Chief  juftice  of  Ireland,  after  re¬ 
tiring  on  a  penfion.  His  death 
was  owing  to  a  miflake  of  his  ler- 
vant.  Sir  William  was  grievoufly 
afflicted  with  the  done,  and  in  his 
fevere  fits  he  ufed  to  take  a  certain 
quantity  of  laudanum  drops.  On 
calling  for  his  ufual  remedy,  dur¬ 
ing  the  mod  racking  pains  of  his 
didemper,  the  drops  could  not  be 
found;  whereupon  thefervant  was 
difpatched  to  his  apothecary  ;  but, 
indead  of  laudanum  drops,  he 
afked  for  laudanum.  A  quantity 
of  laudanum  was  accordingly  fent, 
with  fpecial  charge  not  to  give  Sir 
William  more  than,  twenty-four 
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drops.  But  the  fellow,  forgetting 
the  caution,  gave  the  bottle  into 
his  mailer’s  hand,  who  in  his  agony 
drank  up  the  whole  contents,  and 
expired  in  lefs  than  an  hour  after? 
For  the  great  efficacy  of  coffee,  in 
counteracting  the  power  of  opium, 
&c.  fee  the  laft  article  of  our  pro¬ 
jects  for  this  year. 

The  very  celebrated  Dr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Townfend,  alchymift  to  his 
Majefty  ;  at  his  lodgings  in  South¬ 
wark. 

Mr.  Carey,  of  Dartford,  Kent, 
who  loft  both  his  legs,  and  one 
arm,  in  an  engagement  in  the  re¬ 
bellion  of  1745. 

Mrs.  Ann  Simpfon,  widow, 
aged  1 01,  at  Sunbury. 

Jofeph  Dobyns,  a  ftiepherd, 
aged  102,  at  Rickman fworth,  in 
Herts. 


NOVEMBER. 

„  A  motion  being  made 

*  '*  by  Mr.  Saxby,  at  a  court 
of  common-council  at  Guildhall, 
that  an  additional  falary  Ihould  be 
allowed  the  Lord-mayors,  to  en¬ 
able  them  to  fupport  that  office 
with  dignity,  without  expending 
any  part  of  their  own  fortunes, 
after  fome  warm  debates,  it  was, 
at  length,  carried  by  a  majority, 
that  1000 1.  per  annum  be  added  to 
their  falary ;  on  condition  that  the 
money  arifing  from  the  fale  of  all 
places  be,  for  the  future,  paid  into 
the  chamber  of  London,  the  Lord- 
Mayors  ftill  to  retain  the  benefits 
of  the  Cocket-office.  See  the  ift 
of  Auguft. 

,  By  a  lift  of  ftiips  already 

*  in  commiffion,  andputinto 
commiffion  this  day,  it  appears. 
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that  Great  Britain  had  now  z 
fleet  of  one  ftrip,  of  one  hundred 
guns ;  five,  of  ninety  ;  one,  of 
eighty-four ;  feven,  of  feventy- 
four ;  four,  of  feventy  ;  and  ten, 
of  fixty-four  ;  in  all,  twenty-eight 
capital  fhips,  ready  to  put  to  fea 
at  a  very  fhort  notice. 

An  elegant  picture,  painted  by 
Mr.  Gainlborough,  of  Lord  Folk- 
ftone,  in  his  coronation-robes,  was 
put  up  in  the  great  room  of  the  So¬ 
ciety  for  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  Sec.  as  a  juft  tribute  of  grati¬ 
tude  to  his  lordfhip,  for  his  having 
been  the  firft  nobleman,  both  by 
his  purfe  and  his  perfonal  atten¬ 
dance,  to  patronize  that  moft  ufe- 
ful  inftitution. 

An  appeal  to  the  Houfe  g^ 
of  Lords,  from  the  court  of 
feffion  in  Scotland,  and  of  great 
confequence  to  trade,  in  which 
Campbell,  Robertfoq,  and  Com¬ 
pany,  merchants  in  Glafgow,  were 
the  appellants ;  and  William  Shep¬ 
herd,  and  others,  merchants  in 
London,  were  the  respondents,  was 
this  day  determined  by  their  lord- 
lhips.  The  conteft  was  for  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  large  fum  of  money  for 
thirty-five  bags  of  cotton  fold  by 
the  respondents  to  one  Rt.  Val- 
lance,  which  cotton  was  afterwards 
feized  at  Glafgow  by  the  appellants 
for  money  due  to  them  from  Val- 
lance.  The  Lords  affirmed  the 
decree  of  the  court  of  feffion  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  refpondents  Shepherd, 
&c.  with  100I.  cofts. 

The  entertainment  given, 
at  Guildhall,  this  day,  be- 
ine  Lord-mayor’s  Day,  when  Sir 
Thomas  Halhfax  was  fworn  into 
that  office,  was  honoured  with  the 
prefence  of  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
four  of  the  Judges,  feveral  of  the 
principal  officers  of  ftate,  many  of 
*  the 
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the  nobility,  and  an  extraordinary 
number  of  other  perfons  of  diltinc- 
tion,  for  the  firlt  time  fince  the 
fpirit  of  party  took  place  in  the 
city. 

k  David  Hartley,  Efq; 

11  '  member  for  Kinglton  upon 

Hull,  made  the  iixth  and  iaft  public 
trial  of  his  method  of  pre(erving 
buildings  from  fire.  But,  as  this  is 
a  matter  not  to  be  lkimmed  over, 
and  too  long,  if  treated  at  length, 
as  it  deferves,  for  this  part  of  our 
work,  we  lhall  referve  what  we  have 
to  fay  of  it,  for  our  Appendix. 

i  The  fiate-lottery  began 

*3  drawing  at  Guildhall. 

^  Their  Majelties  went  to 
the  jraiq  of  Derby’s  houfe, 
in  Grofvenor-fquare,  and  flood 
fponfors,  in  perlon,  with  the  Coun- 
tefs  of  Cariifle,  to  his  Lordfhip’s 
new-born  daughter,  who  was  bap¬ 
tized  by  the  name  of  Charlotte. 
i  Mr.  D  unning  moved  the 

*  court  of  King’s-bench  for 
an  inforrnation  againil  two  juftices 
of  the  peace  for  Middiefex,  for  re- 
funng  to  compel  two  perfons, 
charged  with  being  Roman  Catho- 
licks,  to  take  the  oaths  ;  when 
Lord  Mansfield  refufed  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning’s  motion  ;  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  expreffed  his  difapprobation 
of  this  attempt  to  revive  the  feve- 
rities  of  thofe  very  penal  laws. 

Not  many  years  ago,  the  go¬ 
vernment  of  Ireland  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  free,  in  a  great  meaiure, 
the  Roman  Cathoiicks  of  that 
kingdom  from  the  galling  yoke  of 
the  penal  laws  there,  by  framing 
a  new  oath  for  them,  by  winch  they 
might  fufficiently  exprcfs  their 
loyalty  and  allegiance,  yet  without 
injury  to  their  religious  principles; 
and,  accordingly,  all  the  Roman 
Cathoiicks  of  tiiat  country,  cheat- 
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fully  took  it.  Indeed,  the  fpirit 
of  toleration  and  humanity,  im¬ 
provement  and  difcovery,  feem 
to  be  now  abroad.  Of  this  we1 
have  already  had  occafion  to  give 
fome  inftances,  and  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  more.  Here  let  us 
add,  that  the  court  of  Vienna  has 
abolifhed  the  ufe  of  the  torture  in 
her  tribunals  of  juftice,  and  the 
date  of  villainage  in  her  demefhes; 
and  growdng  every  day  more  and 
more  fenfible  of  the  advantages 
arifing  from  the  fpirit  of  toleration* 
[fee  p.  146.]  has  publifhed  an 
edift,  which  gives  permiflion  to  all 
Turks,  Armenians,  Greeks,  Ja¬ 
cobites,  and  other  fubjeCts  of  the 
Ottoman  empire,  to  trade  in  the 
archduchy  of  Auftria,  provided  they 
fettle  there  with  their  families. 
The  King  of  Sardinia  has  forbid¬ 
den  any  perfon  to  be  imprifoned 
by  order  of  the  inquifitors,  till  the 
matter  has  been  made  known  to 
his  Majelly,  and  one  or  more  oi 
his  privy-council  have  examined 
the  accufed  in  perfon,  and  fifted 
the  accufation  to  the  bottom  ;  as 
like  wife  to  put  any  man  to  death 
in  the  prifons  of  the  inquifition. 
The  Emprefs  of  Rufiia,  befides 
effectually  beginning  to  make  fe- 
veral  of  her  rivers  navigable,  and 
join  them,  and  of  courfe  the  fea> 
bordering  her  vail  dominions,-  by 
canals,  and  pufhing  her  difeoveries 
towards  Japan  and  North  America ; 
has  planted  feveral  villages  in  the 
read  to  China,  in  order  to  render 
the  long  journey  there  lefs  dan¬ 
gerous,  dreary,  and  uncomforta¬ 
ble.  The  Emperor  of  Morocco 
treats  fome  of  his  captives  more 
like  prifonersr  of  war  than  Haves.. 
And  the  Spaniards  have  begun  to 
adopt  inoculation.  In  1771,  Don 
Timothy  Efcanian,  principal  phy.. 
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iician  to  the  department  of  the  ma¬ 
rine,  introduced  it  into  Galicia, 
and  inoculated  1 1 5  children  in  the 
city  of  Corogui ;  among  others, 
thefonsofDon  Emanuel  de  Flores, 
Vice-roy  of  Santa  Fe,  and  thofe 
of  Don  Jofeph  Anthony  d’Armina, 
Intendant  of  Galicia,  all  of  whom 
have  done  very  well. 

,  .  Fort  Walhi'ngton,  andj 

1  next  day.  Fort  Lee,  the 
only  places  on  New  York  ifland 
which  hill  remained  in  the  hands 
of  the  Provincials,  furrendered  to 
his  Majeky’s  arms. 

.  A  motion  was  made  in 

*9*  *  the  court  of  King’s-bench 
for  a  money-broker  to  (hew  eaufe, 
why  an  information  ihouid  not  be 
granted  againfl  him,  at  the  fuit  of 
Lori  Mountkuart.  The  money- 
broker,  it  feems,  had  made  very 
free  with  his  Lordfnip’s  name,  to 
procure,  without  his  orders,  or 
even  knowledge,  two  funis  of 
2, 100L  each,  on  annuities,  at  fix 
years  purchafe,  thinking,  that  his 
Lordfhip  greatly  wanted  the  mo¬ 
ney,  and  therefore,  when  it  was 
ready,  would  be  glad  to  accept  of 
it,  and  on  the  above  terms.  But. 
in  this  he  found  himfelf  greatly 
mikaken.  Lord  Mountkuart,  how¬ 
ever,  might  have  forgiven  the  af¬ 
front,  had  not  the  affair  reached 
Lord  Bute’s  ears,  and  given  him  the 
greatek  concern,  though  his  Lord- 
ihip  had  too  much  delicacy  to  take 
any  notice  of  it  to  his  fon.  The 
rule  was  immediately  granted. 

At  a  court  of  aldermen  at  GuikN 
hail, at  which  feveral  aldermen  were 
pref  nt,  befides  the  Lord-Mayor, 
the  two  Sheriffs,  and  the  Recorder, 
]ohn  Sawbridge,  Efq;  late  Lord- 
mayor,  received  the  unanimous 
thanks  of  the  court,  for  his  dili¬ 
gent  and  faithful  difeharge  of  the 
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duties  of  that  important  office,  fdf 
his  keady  and  impartial  adminikra-* 
tion  of  juftice,  his  zealous  defence 
of  the  rights  and  franchifes  of  this' 
great  city,  and  the  conkant  pro¬ 
tection  he  gave  to  all  its  inhabi¬ 
tants,  by  refufmg  the  fan&ibn  of 
his  authority  to  prefs- warrants  ; 
and  for  his  politenefs,  deference, 
and  attention,  to  the  members  of 
this  court,  during  the  whole  cou  fe 
of  his  mayoralty. 

This  night,  and  the  two  fol- 
lowing  days,  there  blew  the  greats 
ell  Form  of  any  that  had  happened 
for  fome  time  pak,  in  the  Low 
Countries,  fome  part  of  France, 
and  all  over  England.  On  the 
night  of  the  20th,  it  demolikxeci 
the  vane  of  the  cathedral  of  Ely, 
and  all  its  appurtenances,  with 
part  of  the  kone-workof  the  turret 
upon  which  the  vane  was  fixed  ; 
broke  down  a  dyke  at  Delfthaven, 
in  Holland  ;  and,  being  at  north- 
well,  drove  the  water  through  the 
kreets  like  a  river  ;  fo  that,  had 
it  net  been  for  the  wife  meafures 
taken  by  thofe  who  had  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  dykes,  and  the  indefa¬ 
tigable  labour  of  the  workmen,  the 
whole  town  muk  have  been  over¬ 
whelmed.  In  other  places,  many 
loh  their  whole  fubkance,  which 
confuted  in  cattle  ;  and  fome,  their 
lives.  Part  of  the  city  of  Rotter¬ 
dam  was  overflowed ;  and  the  wa¬ 
ter  rofe  there  half  an  inch  higher 
than  lak  year ;  and  continued 
riling  full  four  hours  and  an  half 
longer  than  ufual.  By  thele  in- 
kances,  the  damage  done  to  houfes 
and  iliips,  in  the  above  and  other 
places,  may  be  eafily  computed. 

His  Majeky  went  to  the  , 
Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  affent  to  a  bill  entitled. 
An  Act  for  granting  to  his  Ma- 

jeky 
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jedy  a  Land-tax  of  four  (hillings 
in  the  pound. 

A  new  bafon,  thirteen 
2Stxl‘  hundred  yards  broad,  and 
(hut  in  with  a  large  lock,  was 
opened  at  Odend ;  when  feveral 
(hips  entered  it  with  the  morning 
tide. 

_  ,  About  a  quarter  pad 
27C  ’  eight  at  night,  the  (hock 
of  an  earthquake  was  felt  at 
Canterbury,  Sandwich,  Aihiord, 
and  all  over  Ead  Kent,  particu¬ 
larly  on  the  coad.  Its  direction 
was  from  South  to  north  ;  it  laded 
about  eight  feconds,  and  was  at* 
tended  by  a  didant  rumbling  noife. 
The  morning  was  gloomy  and  per¬ 
fectly  calm,  wind  fouth,  Fahren¬ 
heit’s  barometer  (at  Sandwich)  29. 
8.  thermometer,  within  doors,  at 
the  fide  of  an  ead  window  on  a 
ftaircafe,  37.  3.  Some  china  on 
a  chell  of  drawers  at  Folkdone  was 
moved  an  inch  or  two,  each  piece ; 
and  two  bits  of  wood  were  (haken 
from  under  the  feet  of  a  table. 
The  diock  caufed  a  bell  in  the 
church,  at  Dover,  to  found,  as 
likewife  a  hand-bell  on  St.  Mar¬ 
tin’s  Hill,  near  Canterbury.  The 
fame  (hock  was  dill  ir*'  re  fendbly 
felt  at  Calais,  wher  j  it  threw  the 
loaves  in  the  bakers  (hops  from  off 
the  (helves,  to  the  no  fmall  con- 
fternation  of  the  inhabitants. 

,  Lord  Howe  and  General 
3ot  *  Howe  idiied  a  proclama¬ 
tion,  inviting  aii  ranks  of  people 
in  the  North- American  colonies 
and  provinces,  to  receive  a  gene- 

rajnardon,  on  their  furrendering 

themfelves  to  any  of  his  Majedy 's 
General  Officers,  Admirals,  &c. 
commanding  any  armed  veffels  or 
(hips  in  his  fervice,  in  any  of  the 
different  ports,  and,  at  the  fame 
time,  tedifying  their  obedience  to 
the  laws,  by  fubfcribing  a  decla- 
Voi..  XIX.  177 6. 


ration,  in  words  to  the  following 
effect,  viz.  “  I,  A.  B.  do  pro* 
mife  and  declare,  that  I  will  re* 
main  peaceable  and  obedient  to  his 
Majedy  and  his  government,  and 
will  not  take  up  arms  againd  ei¬ 
ther,  nor  encourage  others  to  take 
up  arms,  in  oppofition  to  his  au¬ 
thority.” 

Sir  Robert  Aindie,  his  Britan- 
nick  Majedy’s  Ambaffador  to  the 
Porte,  went  in  great  date,  accom¬ 
panied  by  the  gentlemen  of  the 
faftory  and  the  drugomen,  and 
had  an  audience  of  the  Grand  Vi¬ 
zir,  who  received  him  with  all  pof- 
fible  marks  of  edeem  and  friend* 
(hip.  The  next  day,  he  went  in 
the  fame  date,  and  had  an  audi* 
ence  of  the  Grand  Signior,  who 
was  feated  on  a  magnificent  throne, 
attended  by  his  great  officersof  date, 
and  received  him  with  poiitenefs, 
expreded  great  friendihip  and  re- 
fpeft  for  his  Britannic  Majedy, 
and  was  pleafed  to  fay,  by  the 
Grand  V:zir,  that  his  Majedy’s 
fubjeCts  (hould  be  protected  in  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  articles  of  the 
capitulations  between  the  two 
dates. 

Came  on,  inthecourtofKing’s- 
bench,  the  affair  of  John  Tubbs, 
an  impreffed  feaman,  whofe  dif- 
charge  was  claimed,  as  one  of  the 
Lord-mayor’s  watermen,  by  the 
city  of  London.  But,  as  this  is  a 
matter  of  too  public  and  intereding 
a  nature  not  to  be  taken  notice  of 
in  the  Hidory  of  Europe,  we  (hall 
refer  our  readers  for  an  account  of 
it,  (as  likewife,  of  the  trial  be¬ 
tween  Lord  Rochford  and  Mr. 
Sayre,  and  for  the  fame  rea- 
fons)  to  that  part  of  this 
work. 

At  the  anniverfary  meeting  of 
the  Royal  Society,  their  Prefident, 
Sir  John  Pringle,  Bart,  after  an 
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elegant  difcourfe  on  the  occafton, 
prefented,  in  their  name,  James 
Cook,  Efq;  Captain  in  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  navy,  with  the  gold  medal, 
called  Sir  Godfrey  Copley’s  medal, 
fbr  his  ufeful  paper  on  the  means 
©f  preferving  the  health  of  feamen 
in  long  voyages,  &c.  which  the 
reader  may  fee  in  our  fecond  part, 
with  fotoe  interefting  extracts 
from  Sir  John’s  difcourfe*  The 
Society  afterwards  re-eledled  Sir 
John,  for  their  Prefident ;  and  Sa¬ 
muel  Wegg,  Efq;  for  their  Trea- 
furer;  and  elected  Samirel  Horf- 
ley,  L.  L.  D.  for  their  firft,  and 
John  Planta,  Efq;  for  their  fecond. 
Secretaries. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  month* 
there  happened  a  dreadful  fire  at 
Bred,  in  which  a  great  number  of 
poor  fick  in  the  hofpital,  and  up¬ 
wards  of  fifty  galley-ilaves,  pe- 
rifhed;  and  feveral  mere  of  the 
galley-ftaves  made  their  efcape* 
T o  prevent  the  reft  from  doing  fo, 
they  were  all  ordered  into  a  large 
court  under  the  guard  of  five  Hun¬ 
dred  foldiers,  and  there  to  lie  down 
on  their  bellies,  on  pain  of  the 
firft  mail’s  being  fhot,  who  fhould 
attempt  to  lift  his  head.  This 
method  having  the  deftred  fuccefs, 
every  thing  was  afterwards  carried 
On  with  all  the  tranquillity  that  the 
natural  confufion  of  fuch  an  acci¬ 
dent  would  admit  of ;  and  by  very 
great  labour  the  progrefs  of  the 
flames  was  at  length  flopped. 

Died,  the  nth  inftant,  the 
Rev.  Doctor  George  Wigan,  Rec¬ 
tor  of  Old  Swihford,  Warwick- 
fhire,  and  Afhbury,  Berks;  both 
which  livings  he  had  enjoyed  fifty- 
four  years ;  in  rhe  86th  year  of  his 
age. 

The  1 6th,  Mr.  James  Fergufon, 
lecturer  in  natural  philofophy  and 


aftronomy  ;  an  excellent  mechaniC> 
and  no  bad  miniature-painter,  at 
his  houfe,  in  Bolt-court,  Fleet- 
ftreet.  He  was  a  man,  who,  by 
mere  force  of  genius,  made  a  con- 
fiderable  progrefs  in  the  mathema¬ 
tical  arts  and  fciences ;  wrote  fe¬ 
veral  ufeful  works  ;  and  both  pro¬ 
jected  and  executed  a  great  number 
of  ingenious  inftruments  and  ma¬ 
chines.  [The  reader  will  find  a 
further  account  of  this  truly  felf- 
taught  philofopher,  in  our  fecond 
part.] 

Lately,  Mr.  Brice,  commander 
of  a  fquadron  of  armed  fhips  fitted 
out  by  the  Continental  Congrefs, 
and  ftiled  Admiral ;  atBofton. 

William  Owagan,  Efq;  fenior 
alderman  of  Corke,  in  Ireland, 
aged  93 .  He  was  one  of  the  pages 
who  attended  King  James  II.  in 
1689,  when  entertained  by  that 
city# 

Read  Peacock,  Efq;  fenior  al¬ 
derman  of  Huntingdon,  as  he  was 
coming  to  London  in  the  diligence, 

Mr.  Matthias  Vento,  a  cele¬ 
brated  mailer  of  mufic. 

Mr.  Edward  Shuter,  the  cele¬ 
brated  comedian,  in  Windmill- 
ftreet, 

Mr.  John  Chefmeare,  who,  in 
the  reign  of  George  the  Firft,  had 
an  annuity  of  iool.  fettled  on  him 
from  Monfieur  D’Ibberville,  the 
French  minifter  to  the  court  of 
London,  for  having  prcte&edhim 
from  an  Englifh  mob. 

Mary  Thompfon,  at  Soutli- 
Benfleet,  Eftex,  whofe  death  was 
occafioned  by  a  piece  of  griftle 
flicking  in  her  throat.  She  lived 
fourteen  days  after  the  accident,  in 
the  moft  miferable  condition,  not 
being  able  to  fwallow  any  thing 
whatever,  every  attempt  to  remove 
the  griftle,  particularly  by  a  piece 
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of  whalebone  repeatedly  applied, 
having  proved  fruitlefs. 


DECEMBER. 

^  His  Majefly  went  to  the 

Houfe  of  Peers,  and  gave 
the  royal  alfent  to  the  following 
bills,  viz. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  du¬ 
ties  on  malt,  mum,  cyder,  and 
perry. 

The  bill  for  punifhing  mutiny 
and  defertion. 

The  bill  for  better  regulating 
his  Majefty’s  marine  forces  while 
on  Ihore. 

And  alfo  to  fix  road,  inclofure, 
and  private  bills. 

The  Lords  proceeded  to  hear  and 
determine  a  caufe  of  appeal  from 
Ireland,  the  merits  of  which  turned 
on  the  words  of  a  claufe  in  the 
will  of  a  Mr.  Jackfon,  who,  after 
mentioning  a  particular  bequefl  in 
land  to  his  mother  Mary  Jackfon, 
in  a  fubfequent  claufe  gives  her  all 
the  reiidue  of  his  effects  real  and 
perfonal.  The  heirs  at  law  fet  up 
a  claim  to  the  landed  eflate  of  the 
teftator,  except  that  part  of  it 
which  was  particularly  bequeathed 
to  the  devilee;  and  the  courts  in 
Ireland  determined  in  their  favour. 
But  the  courts  in  England  reverfed 
the  decree  of  the  irifh  courts ;  and 
this  day  the  Houfe  of  Lords  con¬ 
firmed  the  verdict  of  the  Englifh 
courts. 

,  Came  on  to  be  tried  be¬ 

fore  Lord  Mansfield  and  a 
fpecial  jury,  a  caufe,  wherein  Mr. 
Bell,  deputy  town-clerk  of  Wor- 
cefler,  was  plaintiff,  and  Sir  Wat- 
kin  Lewes  defendant.  The  aCtim* 


was  brought  for  a  further  payment 
to  the  plaintiff  for  his  time  in  at¬ 
tending  the  Houfe  of  Commons  on 
the  trial  of  the  contefled  election  of 
Worcefler.  He  laid  his  expences 
at  upwards  of  iool.  and  the  jury 
gave  a  verdiCt  for  36I.  19s.  ;  20L 
of  which  had  been  previoufly  paid. 

The  payment  for  coals  , 
to  the  bringer  without  a  * 
receipt  from  the  feller,  was  this 
day  determined  in  the  court  of 
King’s-Bench  to  be  an  improper 
payment ;  and  a  buyer,  who  had 
made  fuch  a  payment,  was  obliged 
to  pay  for  his  coals  a  fecond  time. 

The  commiffioners  for  victual¬ 
ling  his  Majefty’s  navy  contracted 
with  Mr.  Mellifh  for  2400  hogs, 
to  be  killed  at  the  viCtualling- 
oifice,  London,  between  this  and 
the  31ft  inftant,  at  42  s.  per  hun¬ 
dred  weight. 

Came  on  before  Lord 
Mansfield,  at  Weftminfter- 
Hall,  a  caufe  wherein  Mr.  Legge, 
an  attorney,  was  plaintiff,  and 

- Legge,  Efq;  an  American 

governor,  defendant.  The  caufe 
of  aCtion  was,  the  plaintiffs  lerv- 
ing  the  defendant  as  fecretary,  and 
being  maltreated  by  him.  The 
jury  found  450 1.  damages,  and 
full  coils. 

Came  on  to  be  tried  before  Lord 
Chief  Juftice  De  Grey,  a  caufe 
wherein  Mr,  Thorn  was  plaintiff, 
and  Mr.  Lowndes  defendant.  The 
plaintiff  claimed  an  eftate*  as  heir 
at  law,  of  Mr.  Selby,  fon  of  Ser¬ 
jeant  Selby  ;  and  the  defendant,  as 
devifee  at  will.  The  family  of  the 
Selby’s  could  be  traced  no  higher 
than  the  late  Serjeant ;  nor  could 
the  kindred  be  traced  higher,  on 
the  Thorn  fide,  than  the  plaintiff’s 
grandfather  having  married  a 
[5]  1.  Selby, 
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Selby,  filler  of  the  Serjeant.  The 
jury,  after  withdrawing  fometime, 
brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  defen¬ 
dant. 

At  a  general  court  of  the  direc¬ 
tors  of  the  humane  fociety,  infti- 
tuted  for  the  recovery  of  perfons 
apparently  drowned,  gold  medals 
were  diftributed  to  the  gentlemen 
who  had  beeninflrumental  in  form¬ 
ing  the  fociety,  and  molt  adtive 
in  promoting  its  views ;  among 
whom  were  Alderman  Bull,  James 
Horsfall,  F.  R.  S.  Dr.  Cogan,Mr. 
Hawes,  and  Dr.  Watkinfon.  Sil¬ 
ver  medals  were  at  the  fame  time 
ordered  to  be  prepared  for  thofe 
gentlemen,  who  had  been  thehappy 
inflrdments  of  refloring  life.  [The 
reader  will  find  a  full  account  of 
this  moft  laudable  inftitution,  with 
feveral  inftances  of  the  moil  fur- 
prizing  recoveries,  and  the  means 
by  which  they  were  effe&ed,  &c. 
-&c.  in  the  fecond  part  of  our  lafl 
volume]  ;  to  which,  as  the  cafe  of 
all  perfons  apparently  dead  is 
equally  pitiable,  and  prevention  is 
better  than  cure,  we  lhall  here  fib- 
join  the  following  benevolent  ad¬ 
vice  : 

As  many  perfons  meet  fatal  pe¬ 
riods  in  purfuing  their  lubterra-^ 
neons  vocations,  be  pleafed  topub- 
liih  (for  their  benefit)  the  under 
fimple  but  certain  prefervative : 

- - When  a  well,  vault,  or  drain, 

has  been  inclofed  a  confiderable 
time,  to  difperfe  and  redify  the 
fuffocating  air  at  firft  opening, 
throw  down  fix  or  more  pails  of 
water,  and  after  waiting  a  quarter 
of  An  hour,  any  one  may  fafely 
venture  down.  The  like  method 
fhould  be  obferved  in  finking  new 
wells,  efpecially  if  the  work  has 
been  difcontinued  any  length  of 
time,  and  is  now  conftantlv  ufed 
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by  one  whofe  profeffion  fubjefb 
him  to  accidents  of  the  like  kind. 

Between  nine  and  ten  at  night, 
departed  this  life,  at  Ncrthumber- 
land-Houfe  in  the  Strand,  on  her 
birth-day,  jult  as  fhe  had  com- 
pleated  her  fixtieth  year,  her  Grace 
Elizabeth  Duchefs  of  Northumber¬ 
land,  &c.  &c.  &c.  who  with  a  moll 
princely  fortune,  devolved  to  her 
from  her  ancellors,  fuflained  her 
exalted  rank  through  her  whole 
life  with  the  greateft  dignity,  ge- 
nerofity,  and  fpirit.  Herextenfive 
charities  to  the  poor ;  her  encou¬ 
ragement  of  literature  and  the  po¬ 
lite  arts;  and  her  generous  pa¬ 
tronage  of  every  kind  of  merit ; 
her  warm  attachment  to  her  friends ; 
her  goodnefs  to  her  fervants,  not 
to  mention  her  tender  affeftion  for 
her  family,  make  her  death  a  pub¬ 
lic  lofs,  which  will  be  long  la¬ 
mented.  Her  Grace’s  remains  were 
interred  the  18th,  in  Weftminfler- 
Affibey,  in  as  decent  and  folemn, 
though,  by  her  own  repeated  de¬ 
fire,  as  private  a  manner,  as  her 
rank  would  admit ;  notwithftand- 
ing  which,  the  crowd  to  fee  the 
funeral  was  fo  great,  that  it  was 
with  much  difficulty  the  dean  and 
chapter,  with  the  choir,  could  con¬ 
vey  the  body  from  the  well-door  of 
the  abbey,  where  they  had  been  to 
receive  it,  to  St.  Nicholas’s  cha¬ 
pel,  where  it  was  to  be  depofited. 
And  then,  when  they  had  palled 
St.  Edmund’s  chapel,  adjoining  to 
St.  Nicholas’s,  but  about  three  mi¬ 
nutes,  the  whole  front  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  fuppofed  to  have  been  built 
between  four  and  live  hundred 
years  ago,  conflting  of  heavy  oak, 
brick,  and  iron  wrork,  weighing, 
in  the  whole,  above  three  tons,  with, 
part  of  the  Hone  work,  being 
overloaded  by  the  men  and  boys 

who 
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who  had  climbed  upon  it  to  fee 
the  fhew,  came  tumbling  to  the 
ground.  The  confufion  and  uproar 
that  enfued,  may  be  more  eafily 
conceived  than  defcribed.  Num¬ 
bers  had  their  limbs  broke,  or 
were  otherwife  moft  terribly  hurt : 
it  is  indeed  furprizing,  that  any  of 
thofe  upon  the  front,  or  under  it, 
fhould  efcape  with  life.  This  ac¬ 
cident  put  an  effectual  flop  to  the 
ceremony;  the  dean  and  his  at¬ 
tendants,  after  reding  the  body  in 
St.  Edmund’s  chapel,  were  obliged 
to  withdraw  for  fome  time  ;  upon 
which  the  crowd,  thinking  no 
more  was  to  be  feen,  thought 
proper  to  difperfe,  fo  as  to  give 
the  Dean,  &c.  an  opportunity 
of  going  through  the  fervice  be¬ 
tween  one  and  two  o’clock,  about 
two  hours  and  an  half  after  the  body 
had  entered  the  abbey;  and  even 
now,  it  was  interrupted  by  the 
frequent  cries  of  murder,  rai  fed  by 
fuch  of  the  fufferers  as  had  not  been 

removed. - Next  day,  the  Duke 

of  Northumberland,  hearing  of  the 
great  mifchief  which  had  been 
done,  with  his  ufual  fpirit,  fent  a 
gentleman  of  his  houlhold  to  en¬ 
quire  if  any  of  the  officers  of  the 
cathedral,  attending  in  their  places, 
had  received  any  hurt;  and,  if 
they  had,  to  acquaint  them,  that 
in  confideration  of  the  manner  in 
which  they  had  received  it,  they 
ffiould  be  provided  for  by  his 
Grace,  and  all  indemnifications 
they  might  demand,  be  allowed 
by  him  :  but  happily  none  of  the 
gentlemen  belonging  to  the  cathe¬ 
dral  had  received  any  injury. 

At  or  about  the  fame  time,  his 
Grace  ordered  600 1.  to  be  given 
away  in  charity  ;  yool.  of  it,  to 
the  poor  of  the  feveral  parifhes  of 
Weftminfter ;  and  the  remainder, 
to  fuch  as  redded  near  the  family 
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feats  and  caftles  in  the  country; 
with  a  defire,  that  thofe  who  par¬ 
took  of  it,  Ihould  confider  it  as 
the  donation  of  their  late  moft  ge¬ 
nerous  benefa&refs. 

Came  on  in  the  court  of  ^  1 
Common-Pleas,  beforeLord 
Chief  Juftice  De  Grey,  and  a  fpe- 
cial  jury,  a  long  depending  caufe 
between  the  Archbilhop  of  Canter¬ 
bury,  and  the  overfeers  of  the  poor 
for  the  parifti  of  Lambeth,  in  Surry, 
relative  to  a  demand  of  poors-rates 
by  the  latter  on  his  Grace,  as-  an 
inhabitant  of  the  faid  parilh.  The 
jury  went  out,  and,  after  flaying 
about  five  minutes,  found  a  verdkft 
for  the  Archbifhop;  it  having  been 
fully  proved,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
trial,  that  the  palace,  with  all  its 
appurtenances,  were  extra-paro¬ 
chial. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  , 
of  King’s-Bench,  before  ? 
Lord  Mansfield,  the  trial  of 
the  printer  of  the  White-hall 
Evening-Poll,  for  printing  and 
publifhing  in  the  fame,  on  the  10th 
of  June,  1 775,  an  advertifement 
from  the  Conilitutional  Society, 
refpedling  the  payment  of  100I. 
(fubferibed  by  that  fociety)  to 
Dr.  Franklin;  when  the  jury,  of 
which  Sir  James  Efdaile,  Knt. 
Alderman,  was  foieman,  after 
withdrawing  for  about  five  minutes, 
found  the  defendant  guilty.  See¬ 
the  17th. 

Ended  the  feffions  at  the  Old- 
Bailey,  when  twelve  capital  con- 
vifts  received  fentence  of  death ; 
viz.  two  for  coining,  one  of  them 
a  woman  ;  five,  for  highway  or 
field  robberies ;  two,  for  houfe- 
breaking ;  two,  for  theft  within 
doors ;  and  one,  for  a  crime  not 
to  be  named  ;  not  to  mention  fe¬ 
veral,  as  ufual,  fentenced  to  lels 
punifhments  for  lefs  crimes :  And, 
[  $  ]  3  Pi* 
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on  the  29th  of  January,  1777,  one 
of  the  highway  robbers,  the  two 
burglarers,  and  the  two  in-door 
thieves,  were  executed  at  T yburn  j 
as  likewife  the  laft-mentioned  con- 
vid,  who  juft  before  he  and  his 
fellow-fufterers  were  turned  oft', 
threw  a  paper  among  the  crowd,  to 
the  fame  purport  with  t]ie  follow¬ 
ing  words,  which  he  fppke  with 
an  audible  voice :  “  I  am  as  in¬ 
nocent  as  the  child  unborn  of  the 
crime  which  I  am  about  to  fuiier 
for :  however,  as  I  hope  to  receive 
mercy  from  my  gracious  God,  I 
forgive  my  profecutors,  and  pray 
God  to  do  the  fame.” 

The  infernal  ingenuity  of  James 
Aitken,  alias  John  the  painter, 
began  to  difplay  itfelf  by  a  fire  in 
his  Majefty’s  yard  at  Portfmouth  : 
but,  as  he  made  other  attempts, 
and  thefe,  with  the  tracing  of  him, 
his  trial  and  voluntary  confeffion, 
make  up  but  one  object,  too  impor¬ 
tant  to  be  flightly  pafted  over,  and 
too  long  for  this  part  of  our  work, 
and  moll:  of  which  moreover  falls 
to  the  lhare  of  next  year,  we  mull 
take  another  opportunity  to  fpeak 
of  it? 

~  ,  A  detachment  ofhis  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  forces,  under  Lieute¬ 
nant-General  Clinton,  from  the 
grand  army  at  New- York,  efcorted 
and  fupported  by  Sir  Peter  Par¬ 
ker’s  fleet,  took  pofteftion  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  without  meeting  with  the 
ieaft  oppofltion. 

1  Came  on  to  be  heard,  be¬ 

fore  the  Right  Worihipful 
Sir  Qeorge  Hay,  lint.  Doctor  of 
Laws,  Dean  of  the  Arches  Court 
of  Canterbury,  at  Doctor’s- Com¬ 
mons,  the  admiffion  of  a  libel  in 
a  caufe  of  nullity  of  marriage  pro¬ 
moted  by  Frances  Mary  Harford, 
falfely  called  Morris,  fpinfter,  a 
minor,  (natural  daughter  of  the 
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late  Lord  Baltimore)  ading  by 
Hugh  Hamerfley  and  Peter  Provoft, 
Efqrs,  her  curators  or  guardians, 
lawfully  aftigned  againft  Robert 
Morris,  Efq;  formerly  of  Lincoln’s- 
Inn,  but  now  of  Swanfea  in  the 
county  of  Glamorgan ;  which  caufe 
was  commenced  in  the  Arches 
Court,  in  virtue  of  letters  of  re- 
queit  from  the  Chancellor  of  the 
diocefe  of  St.  David’s,  in  which 
libel  were  pleaded  two  marriages 
between  Mr,  Morris  and  Mifs 
Harford,  the  lirft  in  May  1772, 
when  fhe  was  only  twelve  years 
and  an  half  old,  by  the  chaplain 
to  the  Dutch  garrifon  at  Ypres,  one 
of  the  barrier  tow  ns  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands  belonging  to  the  Em- 
prefs  Queen ;  and  the  other,  in  Da- 
nilh  Holftein,  in  1773,  in  virtue 
of  a  fpeciai  licence  from  the  King 
of  Denmark  :  both  of  which  mar^ 
riages  it  was  pleaded  in  the  libel 
were  null  and  invalid,  according 
to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the 
places  where  they  were  folemnized, 
on  account  of  the  minority  of  Mifs 
Harford,  without  the  confents  re¬ 
quired  by  law ;  and  the  opinions 
of  feveral  eminent  civilians  in  thofe 
countries  were  exhibited  and  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  libel,  in  fupply  of 
proof  of  fads  therein  pleaded.  The 
judge,  after  having  heard  counfel 
on  behalf  of  Mr,  Morris  againft 
the  admiffion  of  the  libel,  and 
four  in  behalf  of  the  young  lady  in 
favour  of  it,  was  pleafed  to  rejed 
the  whole  thereof,  and  difmifs  Mr= 
Morris  from  the  fujt,  faying,  that 
this  was  not  a  marriage  provided 
againft  by  the  marriage-ad ;  there 
being  a  provifo  in  that  ad,  which 
lays,  that  nothing  therein  con¬ 
tained,  fhall  extend  to  that  part  of 
Great-Britain  called  Scotland,  nor 
to  any  part  beyond  the  Teas.  The 
judge  even  dropped  a  hint,  that 
<  he 
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be  looked  upon  the  marriage  by 
the  Dutch  minider  at  Ypres,  as  a 
good  marriage. 

Came  on,  in  the  court  of 
King’s-Bench,  Wedminder,  before 
Lord  Mansfield  and  a  fpecial 
jury,  the  trial  of  Samuel  Foote, 
Efq;  for  an  adault  on  John  Sang- 
der,  his  coachman,  &c.  when  Lord 
Mansfield,  after  hearing  the  evi¬ 
dence  an<T  council  on  both  fides, 
got  up  and  defcanted  on  the  nature 
of  the  crime  alledged,  the  confe¬ 
rences  which  would  follow  a  con¬ 
viction,  and  the  duty  of  the  jury 
to  protect  the  innocent  from  unjud 
accufations  of  fuch  a  dreadful  na¬ 
ture.  His  Lordfhip  then  went  into 
the  evidence,  pointed  out  the  in- 
confidencies  in  Sangder’s  dory, 
and  fhewed  that  feveral  of  the  cir- 
cumdances  dated  by  him,  were,  if 
true,  fupportable  by  the  tedimony 
of  various  witnefles,  not  one  of 
whom  were  called  on  the  part  of 
the  profecution.  His  Lordfhip  then 
examined  the  tedimony  of  another 
evidence,  with  equal  nicety,  and 
as  forcibly  marked  its  palpable  de¬ 
feats.  Ladly,  his  Lordfhip,  after 
fully  arguing  upon  the  face  of  the 
whole  matter  fworn  in  fupport  of 
the  profecution,  took  a  view  of 
that  given  on  the  fide  of  the  de¬ 
fendant,  and  fhewed  its  clearnefs, 
jits  clofe  relation,  and  its  great 
credibility ;  inferring  from  the 
whole,  that,  if  the  evidence  on  the 
part  of  the  defendant  was  to  be  be- 
'  Sieved,  it  was  the  mod  providential 
abidance  todeteft  one  of  the  fouled 
profecutions  that  ever  was  fet  on 
foot,  and  which  had  been  carried 
on  in  a  manner  uncommonly  op- 
prefiive.  Mr.  Foote  was  moil  ho¬ 
nourably  acquitted. 

,  The  Continental  Con- 
*°  *  grefs,  finding  that  the  Bri- 

tifh  troops  were  advancing  to  Phi- 
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Iadelphia,  and  that  the  foldiers  of 
the  American  army  were  leaving 
their  dandards,  on  the  plea  of  hav¬ 
ing  ferved  the  time  for  which  they 
had  enlided,publifhed  a  manifedo, 
exhorting  their  countrymen  to  the 
fupport  of  the  caufe  of  liberty  ; 
and  a  firming  them,  among  many 
other  things  which  time  has  not 
verified,  that  eflential  fervices  had 
already  been  rendered  them  by  fo¬ 
reign  dates ;  and  that  they  had 
recei  ved  the  mod  pofitive  afiurances 
of  further  aid. 

No  fewer  than  feven  country 
pariih  churches  in  Warwickfhire, 
Stafforddiire,andNottinghamihire, 
were  robbed,  or  attempted  to  be 
robbed,  within  lefs  than  a  fortnight 
pad. 

A  monument  was  opened  , 

in  Wedminder- Abbey,  to  12  * 
the  memory  of  the  late  Dr.  Pearce,, 
Bifhop  of  Rocheder,  and  Dean  of 
that  cathedral. 

Being  the  day  appointed  , 

for  the  obfervation  of  a  fo-  *  3  • 

lemn  fad  and  humiliation,  the 
fame,  it  may  be  faid,  was  kept 
with  uncommon  marks  of  devo¬ 
tion,  by  people  of  all  ranks  and  re¬ 
ligions,  not  only  throughout  the 
cities  of  London  and  Wedminder, 
but  England  in  general ;  at  lead, 
it  does  not  appear,  that  the  mini- 
ders  and  churchwardens  of  any  but 
two  adjoining  parilhes  near  Portf- 
down-Hill, Hants,  have  been  called 
to  an  account  for  not  attei 
their  duty  on  the  occafion. 

Was  tried  before  Lord  , 
Mansfield  at  Guildhall,  an  ^  * 
aftion  of  Trover,  brought  by  the 
affignees  of  a  bankrupt  againd  two 
former  fherids  of  London,  to  reco¬ 
ver  the  houfhold  goods  and  dock 
in  trade  of  the  bankrupt,  valued 
at  2000I.  the  fum  levied  upon  an 
execution  ifiued  by  the  defendants, 

[  £  ]  4  ill 
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at  the  time  the  bankrupt  was  al- 
ledged  to  be  in  infolvent  circum- 
ltarices.  The  decifion  of  thecaufe, 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  de- 
ended  upon  a  fingle  proof  of  the 
ankrupt’s  dillreffedfituation  when 
the  writ  was  executed.  Among  fe- 
veral  witneffes,  who  were  examin¬ 
ed,  one  was  a  creditor,  who  cal¬ 
ling,  as  he  (aid,  upon  the  bankrupt 
for  a  demand,  was  informed  by  him 
of  his  tottering  Hate  of  credit,  and 
appointed  to  call  at  a  future  hour, 
when  he  would  Certainly  be  at 
home,  and  pay  the  debt.  The 
creditor  accordingly  attended,  and 
was  told  that  the  bankrupt  was  not 
at  home.  This  anfwer  not  fatisfy- 
ing  him,  he  made  ufe  of  a  flrata- 
gem,  which  fhews  he  thought  that 
he  had  been  impofed  upon.  To 
appearance  he  went  away,  but,  in 
fad,  fecreted  himfelf  without  the 
door,  but  fo  as  to  have  a  full  com¬ 
mand  of  the  fhop  :  in  this  fituation 
he  had  not  remained  a  minute,  be¬ 
fore  he  heard  a  fervant  call  up 
flairs,  “  he  is  gone  when  the 
maker  immediately  came  down, 
flairs.  But  Lord  Mansfield  did  not 
hold  this  to  be  effedive  evidence 
of  an  ad  of  bankruptcy  ;  and,  as 
to  the  confeffion  of  the  bankrupt, 
it  was,  he  remarked,  totally  out 
of  confederation,  and  could  not  be 
received  ;  for  a  man  could  not  le¬ 
gally  be  permitted  to  prove  himfelf 
a  bankrupt  ;  fo  the  plaintiffs  were 
nonfuited. 

The  clean  fin  g  of  the  bafon  of 
Cherbourg,  deltroyed  by  the  Eng- 
lifh  during  the  lail  war,  being  at 
lafl  effeded,  a  fhip  entered  it  this 
dav. 

An  adion  upon  a  breach 

Ictll*  •  r  /■*  • 

or  promife  of  marriage,  m 
which  Mils  Ellis  was  plaintiff,  and 
Mr.  Cook,  an  attorney,  defendant. 


was  tried  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
and  a  fpecial  jury,  in  the  court  of 
King’s  Bench,  London.  The  de^ 
claration  dated,  that  the  defen¬ 
dant,  before  the  death  of  Lib  fa¬ 
ther,  late  a  very  confiderable  auc¬ 
tioneer,  being  then  an  indented 
clerk  to  Mr.  Ellis,  the  plaintiff’s 
father,  paid  his  addreffes  to  her, 
obtained  her  affedions  and  the 
content  of  her  friends,  and  pro- 
mifed  to  marry  her  upon  the  death 
of  his  father,  which  contrad  he 
ever  fince  that  event  refufed  to 
comply  with.  On  the  part  of  the 
defendant  it  was  urged,  that  his 
father,  being  a  man  of  confiderable 

3  n  o 

property,  indented  him  to  her  fa¬ 
ther,  in  order  to  make  him  com¬ 
petent  to  the  protedion  of  his  own 
fortune,  which  chiefly  con  filed  of 
houfes  in  London  and  Middlefex  * 
that  he  was  then  but  a  boy  under 
fixteen  years  of  age ;  that  he  being 
difcovered  to  have  too  great  an  af- 
fedion  for  the  plaintiff’s  younger 
filer,  it  was  infilled  by  his  father 
that  the  young  lady  fhould  be  fent 
into  the  country,  which  was  ac¬ 
cordingly  complied  with  ;  thatlhe 
was  no  iooner  removed,  than  the 
defendant  made  his  profeffions  to 
the  prefent  plaintiff,  which,  it  was 
urged,  her  father,  and,  after  his 
death,  her  brother,  connived  at, 
and  encouraged ;  that  being  at  age, 
he  requelled  a  private  meeting,  in 
order  to  confderof  their  f  tuations ; 
at  which  time,  without  his  know¬ 
ledge,  and  contrary  to  his  expeda- 
tions,  the  plaintiff’s  brother,  Coun- 
fellor  Ellis,  appeared,  and  that  he 
was,  by  the  artifice  of  the  parties, 
tricked  into  the  promife  upon  which 
the  adion  was  grounded.  Lord 
Mansfield,  in  his  charge,  opened 
the  whole  of  the  laws  refpediqg 
fiich  contrads,  civil  and  e-cclefialH- 
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cal ;  obferved  that  the  young  man’s 
non-compliance  Teemed  to  be  the 
confequence  of  his  father’s  dying 
injunction;  and  that  any  promile 
antecedent  to  his  full  age,  was 
contrary  to  the  law  of  the  land. 
The  jury,  after  confulting  near 
two  hours,  returned  with  a  verdiCt 
for  the  plaintiff,  and  1000 1.  da¬ 
mages. 

,  About  a  quarter  paft  ele- 
I/f  *  ven  o’clock.  Sir  John  Field¬ 
ing,  withthehigh-bailiff,&c.affem- 
bled  on  the  huttings  in  Covent- 
Garden.  When  they  had  fat  there 
till  twelve,  filence  was  proclaimed, 
and  the  high-bailiff  declared  a  feat 
in  parliament  for  Wettmintter  to  be 
vacant,  by  Earl  Percy’s  becoming  a 
peer  in  his  own  right,  in  conle- 
quence  of  the  death  of  his  mother, 
the  late  Duchefs  of  Northumber¬ 
land  ;  on  which  Lord  Peterlham, 
now  in  America,  was  nominated  a 
candidate,  and,  no  other  candidate 
appearing,  declared  duly  elected. 

About  ten  minutes  after  the 
election  was  over.  Sir  Watkin 
Lewes  appeared  on  the  huttings, 
and  was  received  with  great  ap- 
He  declared  himfelf  a 
:,  and  demanded  a  poll, 
which  being  refufed  on  account  of 
his  net  appearing  at  the  declara¬ 
tion,  a  warm  difpute  arofe  in  re- 
fpeCt  to  the  time  allowed  by  aCt 
of  parliament,  before  they  pro¬ 
ceeded  to  eleCt. 

,  Sir  Watkin  afterwards  invited 
fuch  of  the  electors  as  were  defirous 
of  bringing  this  bufinefs  before  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  the  Swan 
in  New-Street,  for  the  purpofe 
of  drawing  up  and  figning  a  pro- 
teft  againit  the  proceedings  of  the 
day. 

Came  on  before  Lord  Mansfield, 
and  fpecial  juries,  in  the  court  of 


plaufe. 

Candida 


King’s-Bench,  Guildhall, the  trials 
of  Mefiieurs  Miller,  Wilkie,  Ran¬ 
dall,  and  Baldwin,  printer?  of 
fome  morning  and  evening  papers, 
for  publiihing,  in  the  middle  of 
the  year  1775,  an  advertifement 
from  the  Conttitutional  Society, 
figned  by  Mr.  Horne,  refpecting 
the  payment  of  100I.  fubferibed 
by  that  Society  to  Dr.  Franklin. 
The  Attorney-General,  in  opening 
the  charge  againft  each  of  them, 
expretted  his  abhorrence  of  the  li¬ 
bel,  and  his  judgment  of  the  pro¬ 
bable  confequences ;  faid,  that  it 
contained  great  encouragement  to 
the  moft  audacious  and  unnatural 
rebellion  that  ever  difgraced  the 
annals  of  hittory,  and  charged 
thole  heroic  leaders,  who,  at  the 
peril  of  their  lives,  were  aiTerting* 
the  liberty  of  the  conttitution,  and 
the  law  ettablifhed  by  king  and 
parliament,  with  the  work  of  all 
offences — murder!  He  faid,  he 
hoped  the  jury  would  therefore 
in  juttice  permit  the  laws  to  ope¬ 
rate  againtt  the  oftenfible  perfons 
with  whom  fo  foul  and  ungrateful 
an  offence  originated.  On  the  part 
of  the  defendants,  their  counfel 
quoted  feveral  elevated  periods, 
when  the  liberty  of  the  prefs  was 
unrettrained ;  faid  that  allourpre- 
fent  immunities  were  derived  from 
thefe  fources ;  and  ended  with  a 
quotation  from  ancient  hittory,  to 
fliew,  that,  as  long  as  the  Romans 
were  allowed  to  fpeak  and  write 
without  reftraint,  their  liberties  re¬ 
mained,  and  no  longer.  They  ex 
tenuatedthe  accufation  in  favour  of 
the  defendants,  who,  they  faid, 
were  not  accountable  for  what  came 
to  them  in  the  way  of  common  ad- 
vertifeinents.  To  this  the  Attor¬ 
ney-General  replied;  and  Lord 
Mansfield  explained  the  law  re- 

fpeCUng 
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ipe&ing  libels  in  general,  and 
faid,  whatever  opinion  the  de¬ 
fendants  might  have  entertained  of 
the  fad  which  was  proved  againft 
them,  they  were  moil;  certainly, 
under  the  law,  criminal  and  ac¬ 
countable.  His  Lordihip  alfo  re¬ 
marked  upon  the  confequences  of 
the  libel  in  queftion,  as  it  related 
to  the  fentiments  of  the  people  of 
America;  and  recommended  a  ver- 
<dxdi  againft  the  defendants,  which 
was  complied  with ;  but  the  fen- 
tence  put  off  till  next  Term.  The 
council  for  the  profecution  were, 
the  Attorney  General,  the  Solici¬ 
tor  General,  Mr.  Wallis,  and  Mr. 
Bearcroft ;  for  the  defendants,  Mr. 
Dunning,  Mr.  Lee,  and  Mr. 
Harding.  See  the  yth, 

Mr.  Miller’s  attorney  had  re¬ 
ceived,  on  the  preceding  Sunday, 
the  following  letter  from  Mr. 
Horne. 

“SIR, 

In  anfwer  to  your  letter, 
which  I  this  moment  receive,  in¬ 
forming  me  that— f  The  gentle¬ 
men  under  profecution  for  print¬ 
ing  and  publifhing  my  advertife- 
sient,  beg  the  favour  of  my  at-, 
tendance  on  the  hrft  trial  at  Guild- 
ball,  on  Tuefday  next,  at  nine  in 
the  morning.’— -I  muff  requeil  you 
to  allure  them,  that  I  will  moft  cer¬ 
tainly  do  them  the jufiice  of  attend¬ 
ing.  I  have  always  been  ready  to 
avow  that  advertisement ;  and  it 
was  my  advice  from  the  beginning, 
that  the  prefs  fhould  throw  the 
weight  of  this  profecution  where  it 
ought  to  fall,  upon  the  author. 

tc  Sir  lames  Efdaile’s  verdict  has 
not  changed  my  fentiments. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Voiflr  humble  Servant, 

JOHN  HORNE.” 


A  grocerin  Edinburgh  has  lately 
made  fuch  improvements  in  the 
Diving-Bell,  that  the  perfons  in 
it  may  lower  themfelves  with  the 
machine,  from  the  furface  of  the 
water  to  the  bottom,  independent 
of  all  other  afliilance,  and  reafcend 
atpleafure.  The  dangers  of  be¬ 
ing  overturned  by  rocks.  Humps  of 
wrecks.  Sec.  are  hereby  avoided. 
Befides,  except  in  rapid  currents,  or 
on  a  very  unequal  bottom,  the  men 
in  the  machine  can  proceed  with  it 
to  a  conliderable  dillance  from  the 
line  in  which  they  go  down.  It  is 
thought  this  improvement  will  be 
of  great  utility  in  locks  and  rivers, 
as  well  as  at  fea,  for  the  difeovery 
of  marie,  mines.  Sec.  And,  ac¬ 
cordingly,  the  fociety  in  London, 
for  the  encouragement  of  arts,  ma¬ 
nufactures,  and  commerce,  have 
teftified  their  approbation  of  it  by 
an  handfome  bounty  to  the  inge¬ 
nious  improver. 

A  plot  to  kill  the  Pope  , 
and  his  attendants,  by  load-  ^ 
ing  the  guns  of  the  Caftle  of  St. 
Angelo  with  the  belt  powder,  and 
chain  fhot ;  and  pointing  them 
down  a  flreet,  through  which  his 
Holinefs  ufually  paffes  every  even¬ 
ing  at  feven  o’clock,  was  difeo- 
vered  by  mere  accident,  and  of 
courfe  fruftrated ;  but  the  perfons 
concerned  in  it,  have  not  as  yet 
been  found  out* 

Being  Chrism  as  Day,  , 

sc  pxt&yit  \xrYif>vp  ns  J  c 


was  every  where  obferyed  as 
ufual.  Particularly,  |heir  Ma« 
jellies  went  to  the  Chapel  RoyaJ ; 
and,  after  fermon,  received  the 
holy  facrament,  and  theif 

offerings. 

Three  battalions  of  Hef-  ,  , 
fans,  polled  at  Trenton,  2  * 

with  fix  held  pieces,  were  attacked 
by  a  body  of  Provincials,  and  all 

made 
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made  prifoners,  except  a  few,  who 
efcaped  by  a  timely  retreat,  or  cut 
their  way  through  the  enemy. 
The  lofs  on  this  occafion,  in  pri¬ 
foners  and  miffing,  was  found,  a 
few  days  after,  to  amount  to  about 
feven  hundred,  not  to  mention  the 
held  pieces,  which  the  Provincials 
likewii'e  carried  off. 

,  The  crew  of  the  Hope- 
31  •-  well,  of  Whitehaven, bound 
to  Jamaica,  were  fome  time  ago 
reduced  to  fuch  diftrefs,  that,  af¬ 
ter  killing  their  cat  and  dog,  they 
had  call  lots  who  fliould  be  put  to 
death  for  a  fupply  of  food  for  the 
reft,  when  providentially  a  fhip 
came  in  fight,  and  let  them  have 
proviftons  enough  to  reach  Liibon 
in  queli  of  a  further  fupply. 

The  ftiock  of  an  earthquake  has 
been  lately  felt  at  Manheim. 
Worms,  Spiers,  and  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  Mentz  ;  but  though 
rather  violent,  it  happily  did  no 
damage.  Its  direction  was  from 
the  north-weft  to  the  fouth-eaft, 
and  lafted  fifteen  feconds. 

In  a  lift  of  all  his  Pruftian  Ma- 
jefty’s  forces,  lately  laid  before 
him  at  Potzdam,  the  totals  were 
as  follow : 

Horfe,  * -  76,000 

*  Foot,  -  152,000 

Artillery,  —  7,500 

Militia,  36,000 


271,  500 
Children  marked,  87,500 
The  annual  revenues  of  the  Ruf¬ 
fian  empire  now  amount  to  the  an¬ 
nual  fum  of  17,130,618  roubles; 
and  the  annual  expences,  inclu¬ 
ding  penfions,  preients,  &c.  to 
14,208,557, 

By  aa  authentic  lift  of  the  hop 
duty  for  the  year  1 776,  it  appears 
to  amount  to  125,6911.  13s.  yhd. 
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In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  4773 
Blips  have  been  cleared  at  the 
cuftom-houfe  of  Newcaftle,  of 
which  4343  were  coaftwife,  and 
430  for  foreign  parts,  being,  upon 
the  whole,  however,  270  lefs  than 
lalt  year. 

If  we  have  not,  in  the  courfe  of 
this  our  Chronicle,  taken  any  no¬ 
tice  of  the  various  engagements  be¬ 
tween  the  fhips  of  Great  Britain 
and  her  North-American  colonies, 
with  the  captures  and  recaptures  on 
both  fides,  it  was  becaufe  a  detail 
of  them  would  fill  a  volume  ;  and 
Bill  more,  becaufe,  the  import¬ 
ance  of  thefe  tran factions,  confi- 
dering  the  nature  of  the  quarrel, 
the  condition  of  the  parties,  and 
their  interefting  relation  to  one 
another,  cannot  but  engage  the 
able  writer  who  favours  the  Public 
with  the  hiftorical  part  of  this 
work,  to  take  fuch  a  general  fur- 
vey  of  the  matter,  as  muft  more 
than  fuperfedeany  thing  that  could 
come  from  our  feeble  pen  on  the 
occafion . 

Died,  the  10th  inftant,  Mr* 
John  French,  painter  and  artift, 
long  known  for  his  beautiful  fcene- 
ry  at  Drury-lane  Theatre. 

The  nth,  Mr.  John  Robert- 
fon,  formerly  mathematical  mafter 
at  Chrift’s-Hofpital  ;  afterwardg 
head  mafter  of  the  R  oyal  Academy 
at  Portfmouth;  laftly,  for  fe- 
veral  years  paft,  librarian  to  the 
Royal  Society;  and  author  of  feve- 
ral  ingenious  mathematical  pieces. 

The  1 2th,  Mifs  Margaret  and 
Mils  Judith  Hodges,  two  maiden 
twin  lifters.  They  died,  as  they 
were  born,  within  a  few  minutes 
of  each  other,  at  the  age  of  53. 

The  26th,  Mr.  Joihua  Platt,  of 
Oxford,  well  known  to  natural ifts 
by  his  Treatife  on  the  Belemnite 

*  publift 
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published  in  the  Philofophical 
Franiaftions,  in  his  88  th  year. 
His  manners  gained  him  the  re 
fpe£l  and  elleem  of  ail  who  knew 
him ;  and  he  died  universally  re- 


The  31ft,  Lately,  in  the  South 
of  France,  Eglin  Powes,  Efq; 
who,  when  Sir  Robert  Walpole 
impeached  Lord  Bolingbroke  of 
high  treafon,  impeached  alio  the 
Earl  of  Oxford. 

In  LinccInVXnn-Fields,  Mr. 
Nathaniel  Carden,  aged  98,  fer- 
vant  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
during  his  lafi  campaign  in  Flan¬ 
ders. 

Mr,  Dahl,  firil  painter  and 
fcene  director  of  the  Theatre 
Royal,  Covent-Garden. 

William  Pavorth,  a  tenant  of 
the  Hon.  Mr.  Dawney,  at  Hat¬ 
ton,  near  York  ;  a  village  remark-* 
able  for  the  longevity  of  its  inha¬ 
bitants.  Had  he  lived  to  the  27  th 
©I  this  month,  he  would  have 
completed  his  99th  year.  There 
were  now  in  the  fame  town,  two 
widows  ;  one,  in  her  96th ;  the 
other,  in  her  103d  or  104th  year  ; 
Ike  was  not  certain  to  a  year.  About 
four  years  ago,  - — —  Wright,  of 
Merfton,  in  the  fame  pariih,  died 
at  the  age  of  102. 

- Pattifon,  Efq;  in  the 

hundredth  year  of  his  age,  near 
Edinburgh. 

Marie  Magdaleine,  at  Bracke, 
near  Mondidier,  in  France,  aged 
103.  She  had  a  Filer  who  died  at 
the  age  of  104. 

Marguerite  de  Coeg,  of  Troule- 
ville,  near  Dieppe,  in  France, 
aged  104. 

Mrs.  Cahier,  a  relation  of  the 
late  Duke  of  Ormond,  in  the 
1 08th  year  of  her  age,  in  Charles- 
Street,  Wellminfler. 
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A  General  Bill  of  all  the  Chriftenings 
and  Burials,  from  December  12, 
1775,  to'December  10,  1776. 


Chriilened. 


Buried. 


Males 

88^9 

Males 

9499 

Females 

8421 

Females 

9549 

In  all 

17280 

In  all 

19048 

Decreafed 

in  the 

Decreafed 

in  the 

Chrhlenings 

Burials 

this 

this  yea 

r  S1- 

year  1466. 

Laftyear’s 

chrif- 

Laft 

year* 

s  Bu- 

tenings  1 

7620. 

*  y 

rials  205 

14. 

Of  thofe  who 

died 

this 

year. 

there  were 

Under 

two  years  of 

age 

6857 

Between  2 

and 

5 

1670 

5 

and 

39 

592 

10 

and 

20 

688 

20 

and 

3° 

135° 

• 

3° 

and 

4° 

1615 

4° 

and 

5° 

1893 

50 

and 

60 

1673 

60 

and 

70 

1325 

70 

and 

80 

960 

80 

and 

90 

367 

9° 

and 

100 

5° 

100 

1 

101 

1 

102 

2 

104 

2 

105 

1 

106 

1 

The  kind 

and  manner 

sf  cafuahies 

were  as  follow  : 
Bit  by  a  mad  dog 
Broken  limbs 
Bruifed  — - 

Burnt  - — — , 

Choaked  — 

Drowned  — - — 

Exceffive  drinking 


1 

2 
2 

33 

1 12 


Executed 
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Executed  —  —  —  16 

Found  dead  —  —  —  3 

Killed  by  falls  and  feveral 

other  accidents  —  —  60 

Killed  themfelves  —  —  32 

Murdered  —  —  —  6 

Overlaid  —  —  —  8 

Poifoned  —  —  —  3 

Scalded  —  —  —  5 

Smothered  —  —  —  1 

Stabbed  —  —  —  — 

Starved  —  —  —  3 

Suffocated  —  —  —  5 

Total  277 

We  pay  no  regard  to  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  kind  and  number  of 
difeafes  given  in  the  yearly  Bills 
of  Mortality,  for  the  reafons  al- 
figned  in  our  lali  volume. 

We  cannot  conclude  this  article 
without  heartily  wiffting,  that  the 
jreat  number  of  the  drowned, 
imoijg  the  above  cafuaities,  may 
iwaken  the  zeal  of  our  readers  to 
promote  the  views  of  the  Bener- 
icent  Society  inftituted  for  the 
■ecovery  of  perfons  apparently  dead 
)y  drowning.  See.  Seep.  196. 


iIRTHS  for  the  year  1776. 

[an.  1.  The  Lady  of  Governor 
Verelft,  of  a  daughter, 
in  St.  James’s-Square. 

15.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 

Duchels  of  Gloucefler, 
of  a  Prince,  at  Rome. 
See  the  Chronicle. 

Lady  Shelly,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  at  Putney. 

1 6.  The  Ladyof  Sir  John  Smith, 

Bart,  of  a  daughter,  in 
Pall-Mall. 

31.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Jofeph 


Mavvbey,  Bart.  of  a 
daughter,  at  Vauxhall. 

Lately,  the  Duchefs  of  Buc- 
cleugh,  of  a  fon. 

Feb.  1.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 

-  Achmoody,  Efq; 

Judge  of  his  Majefty’s 
high  court  of  Admiralty, 
in  North  America,  of 
twins,  in  the  Hay-mar^- 

L  q  £  * 

13.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Edward 
Leering,  Bart,  of  a  fon, 
in  Mansfield-Street. 

26.  The  Countefs  of  Carlifle, 
of  a  daughter. 

Mar.  2.  The  reigning  Duchefs 
of  Deux-Ponts,  of  a 
Prince. 

9.  The  Grand  Duchefs  of 

Tufcany,  of  a  Prince. 

10.  The  Princefs  confort  or 
Duke  Charles,  of  Meek- 
lenburgh  Strelitz,  of  a 
Princefs,  at  Hanover. 

The  Lady  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Thomas  Townf- 
hend,  jun.  of  a  fon,  in 
Cleveland-Court,  Saint 
James’s. 

1 1 .  Lady  Boilon,  of  a  daughter, 
in  Grofvenor-Square. 

12.  Lady  Mahon,  of  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  in  Harley-Street, 
Cavendilh-Square. 

29.  The  Lady  of  Noel  Hill, 
Efq;  member  for  Salop, 
of  a  daughter,  in  Cleve¬ 
land-Court,  St.  James’s. 

31,  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
Thomas  Molly  n,  Efq; 
of  a  fon,  at  Ullon-Court, 
near  Reading,  Berks. 

Lately,  Lady  Bagot,  of  a 
fon,  in  Upper  Brook- 
Street. 

Lady  Stormont,  of  a  fon 

and 


CHRONICLE. 


206] 

and  heir,  at  Lord  Stor¬ 
mont’s  hotel,  in  Paris. 

Apr.  6.  Lady  Lincoln,  of  a 
daughter,  in  Arlington- 
Street. 

25.  Her  Majefty,  of  a  Princefs. 
See  the  Chronicle. 

30.  Lately,  The  Lady  of  the 
Hon.  Richard  Walpole, 
of  a  daughter,  in  Great 
George -Street. 

May  7.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon. 
and  Rev.  Dr,  Digby,  of  a 
Ion,  at  the  Deanry,  Weft- 
minfter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Right 
Hon.  Philip  Yorke,  of  a 
fon,  in  Great  George- 
Street,  Hanover-Square. 

Lady  Tankerville,  of  a  fon. 

15.  The  Lady  of  Sir  John  Tho- 
rold,  Bart,  of  a  fon,  in 
Cavendifh- Square. 

26.  The  Countefs  of  Galloway, 
of  a  daughter,  in  South 
Audley-Street. 

June  8.  Lady  Algernon  Percy,  of 
a  daughter. 

11.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  de  Grey, 
of  a  fon. 

12.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Hun- 
gerford  Holkyns,  Bart, 
of  a  fon  and  heir. 

30.  The  Lady  Mayorefs,  of  a 
daughter,  in  New  Bur- 
lington-Street. 

The  Lady  of  Commodore 
Charles  Douglafs,  of  a 
fon. 

July  6.  The  Princefs  of  Naflau 
Weilbourg,  of  a  Prin¬ 
cefs,  at  Kirchkeim  Poll- 
land. 

13.  The  Princefs  Amelia  Fre¬ 
derica,  confort  of  the  He¬ 
reditary  Prince  of  Baden, 
of  two  Princdles. 


29.  The  Lady  of  Commodore 
Fielding,  of  a  daughter. 

Aug.  1.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Richard 
Sutton,  Bart,  of  a  fon. 

4.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Countels  of  Artois,  of  a 
daughter. 

3.  The  Lady  of  the  Hon.  Mr. 
Achefon,  of  a  fon,  in 
Somerfet -Street,  Port- 
man-Square. 

14,  The  Princefs,  confort  of 
Prince  Charles  of  Helfe, 
Governor  of  Holftein,  of 
a  Prince,  at  Slefwie. 

20.  The  Lady  of  Sir  James 
Cockburn,  Bart,  of  a 
fon,  in  Soho-Square. 

21.  The  Lady  of  Sir  James 
Langham,  Bart,  of  a 
fon. 

One  of  the  Grand  Signior’s 
favorite  Sultanas,  of  a 
Prince.  See  the  Chro¬ 
nicle. 

26.  The  Hon.  Mrs.  Johnfon, 
of  a  fon. 

31.  The  Countefs  of  EiTex,  of 
a  fon. 

Sept.  4.  The  Lady  of  Monf.  Alex¬ 
ander,  a  near  relation  to 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  of 
a  daughter,  in  David- 
Street,  Berkley-Square. 

6.  The  Marchionefs  of  Car¬ 
marthen,  of  a  daughter, 
in  Grofvenor-Square*, 

12.  The  Lady  of  Col.  Ogle,  of 
a  daughter,  in  Queen- 
Anne-Street,  Cavendifh- 
Square. 

24.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Thomas 
Mills,  of  a  daughter,  at 
his  houfe  on  the  Adelphi 
Terrace. 

30.  Lately,  The  Lady  of  CoL 
Pigot,  of  a  daughter. 

Lady 
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Lady  Drogheda,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Countefs  of  Cowper, 
of  a  fon,  at  Florence. 

The  Countefs  of  Rofeberry, 
of  a  daughter. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Beauclerk, 
of  a  daughter. 

0&.  3.  Lady  Brownlow,  of  a 
daughter,inBond-Street. 

2.  The  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Dumfries  and  Stair,  of  a 
fon,  at  Rookville,  in 
Scotland. 

18.  The  Countefs  of  Derby,  of 
a  daughter,  in  Grofve- 
nor-Square. 

31.  Lately,  The  Lady  of  the 
Bilhop  of  Worcelter,  of 
a  daughter. 

The  Lady  of  the  Bilhop  of 
Peterborough,  of  a 
daughter. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  Roger 
'  Moftyn,  Baronet,  of  a 
fon. 

Nov.  12.  The  Marchionefs  of 
Granby,  of  a  daugh- 
»  ter. 

The  Lady  of  Henry  Sey¬ 
mour,  Efq;  member  for 
the  borough  of  Evelham, 
of  a  fon  and  heir. 

The  Marchionefs  of  Lo¬ 
thian,  of  a  fon,  at  New- 
battle- Abbey,  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

16.  Lady  Alhbrook,  of  a  fon,  at 
Shillingford,  in  Berk- 
Ihire. 

25.  Lady  Millington,  of  a  fon, 
in  Somerfet-Street,Grof- 
venor-Square. 

29,  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  Ferdinand  of 
Prulfia,  of  a  Prince,  at 
Fredericksfeldt. 


30.  Lately,  the  Lady  of  the 
Hon.  Charles  Vane,  of  a 
daughter. 

Dec.  15.  Lady  Grimftone,  of  a 
daughter,  in  Grofvenor- 
fquare. 

22.  Her  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Princefs  of  Brazil,  of  a 
Princefs. 

26.  The  Duchefs  of  Gordon,  of 
a  fon,  at  Fochabers,  in 
Scotland. 


MARRIAGES,  1776. 

Jan.  2.  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  John 
Blaquiere,  Knt.  of  the 
Bath,  at  Dublin,  toMifs 
Elinor  Dobfon,  heirels 
of  Robert  Dobfon,  of 
Ann  Grove,  in  York- 
Ihire,  Efq; 

4.  Sir  Martin  Folkes,  Bart,  of 
Hillington-hall,  to  Mifs 
T  urner,  youngeh:  daugh¬ 
ter  to  Sir  John  Turner, 
Bart. 

Sir  John  Abdy,  Bart,  of 
Hanover-ftreet,  to  Mils 
Gordon,  of  Brewer-' 
flreet. 

6.  Mr.  Mackenzie,  of  the  Ex¬ 
chequer,  at  Edinburgh, 
to  Mifs  Pennel  Grant, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir^ 
Ludovick  Grant,  Bart. 

Feb.  4.  Nigel  Bowyer  Grelley, 
Efq;  only  fon  to  Sir  Ni¬ 
gel  Grelley,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Grelley,  of  Drake- 
low,  in  Derbylhire. 

8.  Edward  Cary,  Efq;  of  Tar- 
mohan,  in  Devonlhire, 
to  MifsCamilla  Fleming, 
daughter  of  Governor 
Fleming. 


*3.  The 
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1 3.  The  Hon.  Charles  Vane,  of 
Mount  Ida,  in  Norfolk, 
to  Mifs  Wood,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Richard 
Wood,  Efq;  of  Red-lion- 
fquare. 

lS.  Charles  Warwick  Bamp- 
fylde,  Efq;  eldeft  fon  of 
Sir  Richard  Bampfylde, 
Bart,  and  member  of 
parliament  for  Exeter, 
to  Mifs  Moore,  eldeft 
daughter  of  Sir  John 
Moore,  Bart. 

20.  Sir  James  Harrington,  Bart, 
of  Bourtonon  the  Water, 
Gloucefterfhire,  to  Mrs. 
Moore,  reli£t  of  William 
Moore,  Efq;  of  New¬ 
ton,  in  Somerfetfhire. 

22.  Lord  Erne,  to  Mifs  Her- 
vey,  eldeft  daughter  of 
the  Bilhop  of  Derry,  and 
niece  to  the  Earl  of 
Briftol. 

Mar.  7.  Governor  Blackett,  of 
Plymouth ,  to  MifsBrown- 
john. 

20.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Foley, 

Efq;  to  the  Right  Hon. 
Mifs  Stanhope,  fourth 
daughter  to  the  Earl  of 
Harrington. 

21.  George  Goftin,  jun.  Efq; 

one  of  the  regifters  of  the 
Prerogative  court  of  Can¬ 
terbury,  to  Mifs  Lydia 
Newcome,  daughter  of 
the  late  Dean  of  Ro- 
chefter. 

22.  Robert  Lee  Doughty,  Efq; 

of  Hanworth,  in  Nor¬ 
folk,  to  Mifs  Powis, 
lifter  of  Thomas  Powis, 
Efq;  one  of  the  Knights 
of  the  Ihire  for  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  Northampton. 


N  I  C  L  E. 

26.  - Croffe,  Efq;  of  GoU 

denfquare,  to  Mifs  New¬ 
ly,  eldeft  daughter  of  Sir 
John  Newly,  Knight. 
Apr.  7.  Gore  Townfend,  Efq;  of 
Honington-hall,in  W  ar- 
wicklhife,  to  the  Hon. 
Lady  Elizabeth  Wind- 
for,  filler  to  the  Earl  of 
Plymouth. 

1 3 .  Capt.  George  Handheld,  to 
Mifs  Smyth,  only  daugh- 
1  ter  of  SirWilliam  Smyth, 

of  Hill-hall,  Effex,  Ba¬ 
ronet. 

18.  John  Preftwich,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  Elias  Preftwich, 
of  Holm-hall,  Lanca- 
ihire,  Bart,  to  Mifs  Mar¬ 
garet  Hall,  eldeft  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Aider- 
man  Hall,  of  Dublin. 

20.  John  Wilmot,  Efq;  eldeft 
fon  of  the  Right  Hon. 
Sir  John  Eardley  Wil¬ 
mot,  Knight,  to  Mifs 
Sain  thill,  the  onlydaugh- 
ter  and  heirefs  of  the  late 
Samuel  Sainthill,  Efq; 

22.  Colonel  Morgan,  of  the 

guards,  to  the  Right 
Hon .  Lady  F  ranees  Sher- 
rard,  only  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Flarbo- 
rough. 

24.  Paul  Cobb  Methuen,  Efq* 
fon  of  Paul  Methuen, 
Efq;  of  Corlham-houfe, 
Wilts,  to  Mifs  Gooch, 
daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Gooch,  Bart. 

23.  Richard  Metcalfe,  Efq;  to 

Mils  Stephenfon,  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  Right  Hon. 
the  Lord-mayor  of  Y ork. 

30.  Lately,  Jofeph  Dimfdale, 
Efq;  M.  D,  fon  of  Ba- 
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ron  Dimfdale,  to  Mrs. 
Mary  Beck,  relidl  of  the 
late  Mr.  Tofeph  Beck, 
merchant  of  Briftol,  at 
Briftol. 

May  5,  Lord  Stormont,  nephew 
to  Lord  Mansfield,  his 
Maiefty’s  Ambaftador  at 
the  French  court,  to  the 
Right  Hon.  Mifs  Cath- 
cart,  third  daughter  to 
Lord  Cathcart. 

7.  The  Hon.  Mr.  Talbot,  ne¬ 
phew  and  heir  to  Earl 
Talbot,  to  Lady  Char¬ 
lotte  Hill,  youngeft 
daughter  to  Lord  Hillf- 
borough 

9.  Edward  Winnington,  Efq; 
only  fon  of  Sir  Edward 
Winnington,  Bart,  to 
Mifs  Ann  Foley, youngeft 
daughter  of  Thomas  Fo¬ 
ley,  Efq;  Knight  of  the 
,  Ihire  for  the  county  of 
Hereford. 

18.  Robert  Shuttleworth,  Efq; 
of  New  Burlington-ftreet, 
to  Mifs  Ann  Defaguliers, 
daughter  of  General  De- 

o% 

faguliers. 

20.  James  Bruce,  of  Kinnaird, 
in  Scotland,  Efq;  to  Mils 
Mary  Dundafs,  eldeft 
daughter  ofThomas  Dun¬ 
dafs,  of  Fingafk,  Efq; 

22.  Lord  Beauchamp,  eldelflon 
of  the  Earl  of  Hertford, 
to  Lady  Ifabella  Ann  In¬ 
gram  Shepheard,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Lord  Irwin. 

24..  Sir  George  Howard,  K.  B. 
and  member  for  Stam¬ 
ford,  to  Lady  Dowager 
Effingham. 

John  Try  ton  Fuller,  Efq; 
Vol.  XIX.  1776.  , 


to  Mifs  Elliot,  daughter 
of  Lieutenant-General 
Elliot. 

Henry  Cecil,  Efq;  nephew 
to  the  Earl  of  Exeter,  to 
Mifs  Vernon,  daughter 

of  -  Vernon,  Efq; 

of  Worcefterffiire. 

Col.  Edmunds,  of  the  foot- 
guards,  to  Mifs  Kelly, 
of  Queen- ftreet,  Weft- 
minfter. 

June  3.  Sir  Roger  Newdigate, 
Bart,  member  of  parlia¬ 
ment  for  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford,  to  Mifs  Hefter 
Mundy,  fecond  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late  Edmund 
Mundy,  Efq;  of  Ship- 
ley,  in  Derbyfhire. 

4.  Robert  Robinfon,  Efq;  fon 
of  Admiral  Robinfon,  to 
Mifs  Kirby,  at  Eltham, 
in  Kent. 

6.  John  Newton,  of  StafFord- 
fhire,  Efq;  to  Mifs  Kit¬ 
ty  Seymour,  daughter  of 
Lord  Francis  Seymour, 
Dean  of  Wells,  and  niece 
to  the  Duke  of  Somerfet. 

10.  Nicholas  Smith,  jun.  Efq; 
of  the  Middle  Tem 
pie,  to  Mifs  Anderfon, 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Edmund  Anderfon,  of 
Kildwick,  in  Scotland, 
Bart. 

13.  Richard  Vere  Drury,  Efq; 

an  officer  in  the  army,  to 
MifsVandeput,  ofQueen- 
fquare,  daughter  of  Sir 
George  Vandeput,  Bart. 

14.  Thomas  Wood,  Efq;  elded 

fon  of  Thomas  Wood, 
Efq;  of  Littleton,  to 
Mifs  Williams,  daugh- 
[O]  ter 
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ter  of  Sir  Edward  Wil¬ 
liams,  Bart,  of  Langoid 
Caftle,  South  Wales. 

1 8*  Lord  Maynard  to  Mrs.  Nor¬ 
ton,  of  Oxford-ftreet. 

25.TheHon.HenryLawes-Lut- 
terel,  Lieutenant-Colo¬ 
nel  of  the  Horfe  Blues, 
in  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Boyd, 
daughter  of  George  Boyd, 
Efq;  of  Abbey-ftreet, 
Dublin. 

July  9.  The  Earl  of  Warwick,  to 
Mifs  Vernon,  daughter  of 
Richard  Vernon,  Efq; 
member  for  Oakhamp- 
ton,  and  brother-in-law 
to  Earl  Gower. 

10.  SirWilliamGordon, Knight 
of  the  Bath,  and  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Bruffels,  to  Lady 
Mary  Philips,  of  Ger- 
rington  Park,  in  the 
county  of  Leicefter,  wi¬ 
dow. 

25.  Edward  Smythe  Stafford, 
Efq;  eldeft  fon  of  Hugh 
Stafford,  Efq;  of  Maine, 
in  Ireland,  to  Mifs  Pal¬ 
mer,  lifter  of  Roger  Pal¬ 
mer,  Efq;  of  Paimer- 
ffown,  in  that  kingdom, 
and  niece  to  the  late 
Countefs  of  Derby. 

Thomas  Eyres,  Efq;  of 
Haffop,  in  the  county  of 
Derby,  to  the  Hon.  Lady 
Mary  Belafyfe,  lifter  to 
Lord  Fauconberg. 

The  Hon.  and  Rev.  James 
Hewett,  eldeft  fon  of  the 
Lord  High  Chancellor  of 
Ireland,  to  Mifs  Pome¬ 
roy,  daughter  of  Arthur 
Pomeroy,  Efq;  one  of 
the  reprefentativesin  par¬ 


liament  for  the  County  of 
Kildare. 

31.  Lately,  William  Aked, 
Efquire,  of  LincolnV 
inn,  to  Mifs  Fawcit, 
daughter  of  Col.  Fawcit, 
of  the  guards, 

Aug.  1. Count  Charles  of  Bentheim 
Steinfurt,  at  Gluckf- 
bough,  in  Denmark,  to 
the  youngeft  lifter  of  the 
reigning  Duke  of  Hol- 
ftein  Glucklbourg. 

William  Codrington,  Efq; 
fon  to  Sir  William  Cod- 
rington,  Baronet,  of 
Dodington,  to  the  Hon. 
Mifs  Ward,  daughter  of 
the  late  lion.  William. 
Ward. 

Ambrofe  Goddard,  Efq; 
one  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  for  the  county  of 
Wilts,  to  Mifs  Wil¬ 
liams. 

15.  Thomas  St.  George,  Efq; 

member  of  parliament 
for  Clogher,  to  the  Hon, 
Mifs  Achefon,  daughter 
of  Lord  Gosford,  at  Gof- 
ford  Caftle,  in  the  county 
of  Armagh,  Ireland. 

16.  The  Hon.  Charles  Mar- 

lham,  to  Lady  Frances 
Wyndham,  daughter  of 
the  late  Earl  of  Egre- 
mont. 

25.  Hugh  Cane,  Efq;  Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  of  the  fifth 
regiment  of  dragoon 
guards,  to  Lady  Black- 
illon,  relift  of  the  late 
Alderman  Sir  Matthew 
,  Blackifton,  Bart. 

30.  Thomas  Maitland,  Efq;  of 
Hants,  to  Mifs  Jane 
Matthew,  eldeft  daugh- 
.  ter 
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ter  of  General  Matthew, 
and  niece  to  the  Duke  of 
Ancaller. 

Sept.  7.  Sir  William  Bowyer,  Bart. 

to  Mrs.  Baker,  relift  of 
the  late  Capt.  Baker. 

14.  The  Hon  Charles  Dillon, 
to  Mifs  Mulgrave,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  the  late,  and  filler4 
to  the  prefen  r.  Lord 
Mulgrave,  at  BrulTels. 

George  Maxwell,  Efq;  to 
Mils  Lucy  Gage,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Sir  Thomas  Gage 
Bart,  of  Coldham-hall, 
Suffolk. 

20.  Sir  Robert  Smyth,  Bart,  of 
Bere  Church-hall,  in  the 
county  of  Effex,  to  Mifs 
Blake,  of  Hanover- 
fquare. 

Oft.  1.  John  Rogers,  Efq;  of 
Penrofe  in  Cornwall, 
member  for  Well  Looe, 
to  Mifs  Ballet,  eldell 
daughter  of  the  late  Fran¬ 
cis  Baffet,,  of  Tehidy, 
Efq;  and  niece  to  Lady 
Molefworth,  and  the  late 
Sir  John  St.  Aubyn, 
Bart, 

2.  William  Eden,  Efq,  of 
Downing-llreet,  Wefl- 
minller.  Secretary  to  the 
Earl  of  Suffolk,  to  Mifs 
Elliot,  daughter  of  Sir 
Gilbert  Elliot,  Bart. 

3.  William  Prellon,  Efq;  of 
Moreby,  in  Yorkfnire, 
to  Mils  Ann  Foulis,  fe- 
cond  daughter  of  the  late 
Sir  William  Foulis,  of 
Ingleby  Manor,  in  'the 
North  Riding  of  the 
fame  county,  bart. 

4.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Charles 
Shuttleworth,  .youngell 
brother  of  Robert  Shut- 
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tie  worth,  Efq;  of  For- 
cett,  in  Yorkfhire,  to  the 
Hon.  Mils  Mary  Cock- 
burne,  youngeil  daugh¬ 
ter  to  the  late  George 
Cockbrrne,  Efq;  and 
Lady 

7.  SirRow.  Hawk- 

Hone,  in  Sah  j,  Bart,  to 
Mrs.  Powys,  of  Hard¬ 
wick  in  the  fame  county. 

SirThomas  Tancred,  Bart, 
of  Brampton,  in  York- 
lhire,  to  Mifs  Penelope 
Afheton  Smith,  of  St. 
Mary-le~Bonne„ 

15.  MauriceTrent, of  Pitcullo, 
in  Scotland,  Efq;  to 
Mifs  Nancy  Coiquhoun, 
daughter  of  Sir  George 
Coiquhoun,  Bart. 

The  Hon,  James  Ruthven, 
only  fon  ofLord  Ruthven, 
to  Lady  Mary  Elizabeth 
Lefslie,  iecond  daughter 
to  Lord  Leven. 

17.  William Chafin  Grove, Efqj 

member  for  Weymouth, 
to  Mifs  Elizabeth  Grove 
of  Ferene,  near  Shaftef- 
bury. 

18.  George  Pochin,  Efq;  of 

Bourn,  in  Lincoinlhire, 
to  Mifs  Dixie,  eldeii 
daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Wolltan  Dixie,  Bart,  of 
Bofvvorth  Park,  in  Lei- 
cefterfhire. 

21.  Archibald  Menzies,  of  Cul- 
dairs,  Efq;  one  of  the 
commiflioners  of  the  cuf- 
toms  in  Scotland,  to  Mifs 
Fanny  Rutherford,  only 
daughter  of  John  Ru¬ 
therford,  Elq;  of  North- 
Carolina. 

Capt.  Lutwyche,  of  the 
guards,  to  Mifs  Thomas, 

only 
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only  daughter  of  Sir 
Noah  Thomas. 

Nov.  x«  Sir  William  Lorraine 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Hannah 
Algood  ;  and  Lambton, 
Lorraine,  Efq;  brother 
to  Sir  William,  to  Mifs 
Bell  Algood  ;  daughters 
of  Sir  Lancelot  Algood* 
of  Nunwich,  near  New- 
caftle. 

22.  Abraham  Elton,  Efq;  only 
fon  of  Sir  Abraham  Ifaac 
Elton,  Bart,  to  Mifs 
Durbin,  daughter  of  John 
Durbin,  iun.  Efq;  at 
-Briftol. 

50.  Lately, Sir  William  Milner, 
Bart,  to  Mifs  Sturt,  eldefi 
daughter  of  Blumphrey 
Sturt,  Efq;  member  for 
Dorfetfhire. 

Dec.  4.  George  Paterfon,  Efq; 
to  the  Right  Hon.  Mifs 
Ann  Gray,  daughter  to 
Lord  Gray,  at  Kinfauns, 
in  Scotland. 

16.  The  Bilhop  of  Cloyne,  to 
Mifs  Benfon,  of  Dub¬ 
lin. 

John  Weir,  Efq;  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Commiflary  Ge¬ 
neral,  in  Dominica,  to 
Mifs  Elizabeth  Bowman, 
daughter  of  John  Bow¬ 
man,  Efq;  of  Alhgrove, 
near  Glafgow. 

James  Templer,  jun.  Efq; 
to  Mifs  Mary  Buller, 
niece  to  Ear]  Bathurft. 

20,  John  Lindefay,  Efq;  late 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel  of 
the  53d  regiment,  to 
Mifs  Margaret  Halkett 
Craigie,  fecond  daughter 
to  the  deceased  Colonel 
Charles  Halkett  Craigie, 
©f  Lawhiil, 
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23.  The  Hon.  Thomas  Onflow* 
Efq;  fon  and  heir  of 
Lord  Onflow,  to  Mifs 
Elliker,  only  daughter 
of - —  Elliker,  Efq; 

26.  The  Earl  of  Radnor,  to 
Mifs  Duncombe,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  Dun¬ 
combe,  Efq;  member  for 
Downton,  in  Wiltfhire. 

William  Smelt,  Efq;  of 
Hanover- fquare,  to  Mifs 
Stanhope,  filler  to  the 
Earl  of  Chefterheld,  at 
York. 

George  Mercer,  Efq;  of  the 
4th  Regiment  of  Dra¬ 
goons,  to  Mifs  Hender- 
fon,  daughter  of  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Henderfon. 

John  Thomas  Fofier,  Efq; 
a  member  of  the  Irifli 
parliament,  to  Mifs  Her- 
vey,  daughter  of  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  Derry. 

31.  Lately,  The  Earl  of 
Caftlehaven,  to  Mrs.Cra- 
craft,  widow  of  the  late 
William  Cracraft,  Efq; 


Principal  Promotions  for  tht 
Tear  1776,  from  the  London 
Gazette,  Cfr. 

Jan.  1.  Count  Frederic  Marie 
Giovanelli,  eleded  Patriarch  of 
Venice — He  was  born  in  that  ca¬ 
pital  the  26th  of  December,  1728, 
and  created  Bilhop  of  Chiozza  the 
12th  of  July,  1773. 

—  13.  The  Hon.  John  Bathurff, 
Efq;  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Faculties 
and  Difpenfations  in  Chancery,  in 
the  room  of  Thomas  Lawrence, 
Efq;  refigned  ;  and  WilL  Philips, 
Efq;  to  be  Clerk  of  the  Briefs,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Bathurft. 


Jan. 
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Jan.  1 6.  Sir  David  Lindfay,tobe 
Col.  of  the  fifty-ninth  regiment  of 
foot. —  Lieut.  Col.  Henry  St.John, 
to  be  Aid  de  Camp  to  the  King. 
— Captain-Lieutenant  James  Eliot, 
to  be  Town-Major  of  Berwick. — . 
Lieutenant-General  George  Au- 
gullus  Eliott,  to  be  Goveinor  of 
Gibraltar,  in  the  room  of  Edward 
Cornwallis,  deceafed. 

— 24.  LordDunmore  was  unani- 
moufly  chofen  one  of  the  Sixteen 
Peers  for  Scotland  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Caffilis,  deceafed. 

— 31.  Lately,  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Tarrant,  to  be  a  Prebendary  of 
Rocheller. — Pennel  Hawkins,  Efq; 
to  be  one  of  his  Majelly’s  Princi¬ 
pal  and  Serjeant  Surgeons ;  and 
his  fon  George  Edward  Hawkins, 
Efq;  to  be  Surgeon  of  his  Majelly’s 
Houfhold  in  Ordinary. 

Feb.  5.  This  day,  in  purfuance 
of  the  King’s  pleaf'ure,  the  follow¬ 
ing  Flag  Officers  of  his  Majefly’s 
Fleet  were  promoted,  viz. 

Sir  James  Douglas,  the  Right 
Hon.  George  Lord  Edgcumbe,  Sa¬ 
muel  Graves,  Efq;  William  Parry, 
Efq;  the  Hon.  Auguftus  Keppel, 
Vice-Admirals  of  the  White,  to  be 
Vice-Admirals  of  the  Red 

John  Amherfi:,  Efq;  His  Royal 
Highnefs  Henry  Frederick  Duke 
of  Cumberland,  Sir  Peter  Dennis, 
Bart  Matthew  Buckle,  Efq;  Ro¬ 
bert  Man,  Efq;  Vice-Admirals  of 
the  Blue  ;  Clark  Gayton,  Efq; 
Rear-Admirals  of  the  Red,  to  be 
Vice- Admirals  of  the  White. 

John  Montagu,  Eiq;  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Harland,  Bart.  James  Sayer, 
Efq;  Rear-Admirals  of  the  Red  ; 
Right  Hon.  Richard  Lord  Viicount 
Howe,  Right  Hon.  Wafhington 
Earl  Ferrers,  Elugh  Pigot,  Efq; 
JYJolineux  Shuldham,  Efq;  Rear- 


Admirals  of  the  White,  to  be  Vice- 
Admirals  of  the  Blue. 

John  Vaughan,  Efq;  Rear-Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  White;  John  Lloyd, 
Efq;  Robert  Duff,  Efq;  Rear-Ad¬ 
mirals  of  the  Blue,  to  be  Rear- 
Admirals  of  the  Red. 

John  Reynolds,  Efq;  Sir  Hugh 
Pallifer,  Bait.  Rear- Admirals  of 
the  Blue,  to  be  Rear-Admirals  of 
the  White. 

—  16.  Henry  Earl  Bathurft, 
Chancellor  of  Great-Britain,  to 
be  High-Steward  of  Great-Britain, 
for  the  trial  of  Elizabeth,  calling 
herfelf  Duchefs  Dowager  of  King- 
iton,  upon  an  indidlment  of  bigamy 
found  againft  her  by  the  grand 
jury  of  the  county  of  Middlefex. — 
David  Rofs,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the 
Lords  of  Seffion  of  Scotland,  in 
the  room  of  Lord  Ale  moor,  ae- 
ceafed. 

—  15,  James  Wallace,  Efq; 
Captain  in  his  Majefty’s  royal  na¬ 
vy,  created  a  Knight  — Earl  Fal- 
conberg,  to  be  a  Lord  of  the  Bed¬ 
chamber. 

—  27.  Dr.  Robert  Knox,  from 
half-pay,  to  be  Phyfician  to  the 
forces  in  North-America.  —  Dr. 
Hugh  Kennedy,  from  half-pay,  to 
be  ditto. 

— 29.  Lately,  Dr.  Pepys,  to  be 
Phyfician  extraordinary,  and  Mr. 
Gunning  and  Mr.  Hunter,  to  be 
Surgeons  extraordinary  to  theKing’s 
perlon. 

March.  q.TheRight  Lion. Henry 
Dundas,  Lord  Advocate  for  Scot-, 
land,  and  Andrew  Stuart,  Efq;  of 
Craigthorn,  to  be  Keepers  of  his 
Majeily’s  Signet  in  Scotland. 

— 13.  The  Hon.  Elenry  Fre¬ 
derick  Thynne,  Efq;  to  be  Bailiff 
of  the  ifland  of  Jerfey. — Valentine 
Morris,  Efq;  to  be  Governor  of 
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the  ifland  of  St.  Vincent,  in  Ame¬ 
rica. 

»  26.  Major-General  Guy 
Carleton,  to  be  General  in  Ame¬ 
rica  only.  Major-General  William 
Howe,  to  be  ditto.  Major  General 
Henry  Clinton,  to  be  Lieutenant- 
General  in  America  only.  Major- 
General  John  Burgoyne,  to  be 
ditto.  Major  General  Hugh  Earl 
Percy,  to  be  ditto.  Major-General 
Charles  Earl  of  Cornwallis,  to  be 
ditto.  Colonel  E,yre  Maffey,  to  be 
Major-General  in  America  only. 
Colonel  JohnVaughan,  to  be  ditto. 
Colonel  Robert  Pigott,  to  be  ditto. 
Colonel  Valentine  Jones,  to  be 
ditto.  Colonel  James  Grant,  to 
be  ditto.  Colonel  William  Phi¬ 
lips,  to  be  ditto.  Colonel  Richard 
Prefcott,  to  be  ditto. 

• — -31.  Soarne  Jenyns,  and  Bom¬ 
ber  Gafcoyne,  Efq;  the  Plon. 
Robert  Spencer,  Efq;  commonly 
called  Lord  Robert  Spencer,  Wil¬ 
liam  Jolliffe,  and  Whitfhed  Keene, 
Efqrs.  the  Hon.  Charles  Greville, 
Efq;  and  William  Eden,  Efq;  to 
be  his  Majefty’s  Commiffioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations.— Edward 
Earl  of  Derby,  to  be  his  Majefty’s 
Lieutenant  of  the  county  of  Lan- 
cai'ler.— Admiral  John  Montagu, 
to  be  Governor  and  Commander 
in  Chief  in  and  over  the  ifland  of 
Newfoundland,  and  of  the  illands 
of  Madelaine  in  the  gulph  of  St. 
Lawrence.— Fletcher  Norton, Efq; 
to  be  one  of  the  Barons  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Court  of  Exchequer  in  Scot¬ 
land,  on  the  reftgnation  of  George 
Winfct,  Efq; — -  John  Mackenzie,  of 
Delvin,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the  Six 
Ordinary  Clerks  of  Seflion  in  Scot¬ 
land  ;  and  JohnMackenzie  ofDolph- 
ington,  Elq;  to  be  one  of  the  four 
Commiffaries  of  Edinburgh;  both 
places  vacant  by  the  promotion  of 


David  Rofs,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the 
Lords  of  Seftion.  WalterSha  rp,Efq; 
to  be  his  Majefty’s  Conful-General 
in  all  the  ports  of  the  Ruffian  em¬ 
pire,  in  the  room  of  Samuel  Swal¬ 
low,  Efq;  deceafed  Dr.  Proby,  to 
be  Dean  of  Litchfield  — The  Earl 
of  Radnor,  to  be  Recorder  of  the 
city  of  New-Sarum,  Wilts. — Vin¬ 
cent  Matthias,  Efq;  to  be  Trea- 
furer  to  the  governors  of  Queen 
Anne’s  bounty,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Jeffery  L.lwes,  deceafed. 

April  2.  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
Gabriel  Chriftie,  to  be  Quarter- 
Mailer  General,  in  Canada. 

—  5.  Richard  Perryn,  Efq;  on 
his  late  promotion  to  be  one  of  the 
Barons  of  his  Majefty’s  Exchequer, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  John  Burland, 
created  a  Knight. 

— 30.  Lately,  James  Wallace,- 
Robert  Pett,  Efqrs.  Sir  Roger 
Burgoyne,  Bart.  Joans  Hanway, 
Alexander  Chorley, Thomas  Colby, 
and  John  Bates,  (Private  Secretary 
to  Lord  Sandwich)  Efqrs  to  be 
Commiffioners  for  victualling  his 
Majefty’s  Navy.  —  Trevor  Corry, 
Efq;  to  be  Commiftary  at  the  city 
of  Dantzick.  —  Horace  St.  Paul, 
Efq;  to  be  his  Majefty’s  Minifter 
Plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of 
Verfailles,  during  the  abfence  of 
Lord  Stormont.^— -Dodlor  Harris,  of 
the  Commons,  to  be  Chancellor  of 
the  Diocefe  of  Winchefter,— John 
Maddock,  Efq;  to  be  one  of  the 
King’s  Counfel. — The  Rev.  Dr. 
Porteous,  by  option  from  the  late 
Archbifhop,  to  be  Mailer  of  St. 
Crofs. — Gerard  Levinge  Van  Hen- 
thuyfen,  of  the  Chancery-Office, 
Efq;  to  be  a  Commiffioner  of  Bank¬ 
rupts,  in  the  room  of  Deime  Van 
Henthuyfen,  Efq;  refigned.— Wil¬ 
liam  Bofcawen,  of  the  Middle- 
Temple,  Efq;  to  be  a  Commiffioner 
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of  Bankrupts. — The  Rev.  Dr.  John 
Carne,  to  be  Prefident  of  Trinity- 
College,  Oxford,  in  the  room  of 
Dr.  Huddesford,  deceafed. 

May  6.  Major  Thomas  Pigott, 
to  be  Chief  Engineer  of  all  his 
Majefty’s  forts  and  garrifons  in 
Ireland. 

*—*7.  Richard  Lord  Vifcount 
Howe,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland, 

.  and  the  Hon.  William  Howe,  Efq  ; 
Major-General  of  his  Majefty’s 
forces,  and  General  of  his  Majelly’s 
forces  in  North-America  only,  to 
be  his  Majelly’s  Commiffioners  for 
relloring  peace  to  his  Majelly’s 
colonies  and  plantations  in  North 
America ;  and  for  granting  par¬ 
don  to  fuch  of  his  Majelly’s  fub- 
je&s  there,  now  in  rebellion,  as 
lhall  deferve  the  royal  mercy.— 
Henry  Strachy,  Efq;  to  be  Secretary 
to  the  above  commiffion. 

— 10.  The  Rev.  James  Bande- 
nell,  B.  D.  of  Jefus  College,  Oxon, 
to  be  Public  Orator  of  the  Uni- 
verlity,  in  room  of  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Nowell,  religned. 

— 11.  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  Bart, 
to  be  one  of  the  Barons  of  his 
Majelly’s  court  of  exchequer  in 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  William 
Mure,  Efq  ;  deceafed. — Richard 
Moor,  M.  A.  to  be  Dean  of  Ern- 
ly,  in  Ireland,  void  by  the  death 
of  the  Rev.  William  Evelyn,  Doc¬ 
tor  of  Divinity. 

14.  Francis  Olborne,  Efq  ;  com¬ 
monly  called  Marquis  of  Carmar¬ 
then,  fummoned  up  to  the  Houfe 
of  Peers,  by  the  Hite  and  title  of 
Baron  Olborne,  of  Kiveton,  in 
the  county  ol  York.— The  Dutchefs 
of  Argyle,  to  be  a  Baronefs  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  title  of  Ba¬ 
ronefs  Hamilton,  of  Flameldon, 
in  the  county  of  Leiceller,  with  the 
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dignity  of  a  Baron  to  her  heirs 
male.  And  the  dignity  of  a  Ba¬ 
ron  of  Great  Britain  was  granted 
unto  the  following  gentlemen,  and 
their  heirs  male,  viz. 

Alexander  Hume  Campbell, 
Efq  ;  commonly  called  Lord  Pol- 
warth,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Hume, 
of  Berwick. 

John  Stuart,  Efq  ;  commonly 
called  Lord  Mount  Stuart,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Cardiff,  of  Cardiff 
Caflle,  in  the  county  of  Glamor¬ 
gan. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Edward 
Hawke,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Hawke,  of 
Towton,  in  the  county  of  York. 

The  Right  Hon.  George  On¬ 
flow,  by  the  title  of  Baron  Cranley, 
of  Ember  Court,  in  Surry. 

The  Right  Hon,  Sir  Jeffery  Am- 
herll,  Knight  of  the  Bath,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Amherll,  of  Holmef- 
dale,  in  Kent. 

Sir  Brownlow  Cull,  Bart,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Brownlow,  of  Bel¬ 
ton,  in  Lincoln. 

George  Pitt,  Efq;  by  the  title 
of  Baron  Rivers,  of  Stratfieldfay, 
in  the  county  of  Southampton. 

Nathaniel  Ryder,  Efq ;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Harrowby,  of  Har- 
rovvby,  in  the  county  of  Lincoln. 

Thomas  Foley,  Efq  ;  of  Great 
Witley,  in  Worcellerfhire,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Foley,  of  Kidder- 
minller,  in  the  county  of  Wor- 
cefter. 

On  the  17th,  by  a  warrant  for 
the  order  of  precedence  of  the  faid 
new  created  Peers,  and  Peerefs, 
figjned  by  the  King,  the  Marquis 
of  Carmarthen  is  firfi ;  the  Duchefs 
of  Argyle,  fecond  •  Lord  Polwarth, 
third ;  and  Lord  Mountilewart, 
fourth.  The  patents  were  all 
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dated  the  20th  ;  and,  on  the  22d, 
the  Peers  took  their  places  in  the 
Houfe  of  Lords. 

Major  Gen.  Simon  Frazer,  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  75ft  regiment  of  foot. 

— 18.  Walter  CrofTer,  Efq  ;  to 
be  Comptroller  of  the  duties  of  ex- 
cife  in  Scotland. 

— 20. Thomas  Daws,  Efq;  to  be 
Secretary  to  Lord  G.  Germaine 
in  the  room  of  John  Pownal,  Efq  ; 
who  refigned  ;  and  loon  after,  Mr. 
Pownal  was  appointed  a  Commif- 
iioner  of  the  excife. 

2$.  The  Earl  of  Holdernefs, 
Governor  to  the  Prince  of  Wales 
and  Bifhop  ©f  Ofnabrug  •  the  Bi- 
fhop  of  Chefter,  Preceptor  ;  Leo¬ 
nard  Smelt,  Efq  ;  Sub-governor  ; 
and  Charles  Jackfon,  Efq;  Sub¬ 
preceptor,  refigned  their  refpeftive 
offices.  Lord  Bruce  was  immedi¬ 
ately  appointed  Governor  ;  but  re¬ 
figned  within  a  few  days. 

— 29.  Trevor  Corry,  Efq; 
Commiifary  and  Conful  to  the 
republic  of  Dantzic,  created  a 
Knight. 

—  31.  Lately,  Sir  David  Dal- 
remple,  Bart,  to  be  Lord  Judici¬ 
ary,  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Coldon,  refigned. — Francis 
Garden  Efq  ;  to  be  a  Lord  Judici¬ 
ary  in  Scotland,  in  the  room  of 
Lord  Pitfour,  refigned. — George 
Hamilton,  Efq  ;  to  be  a  Baron  of 
Exchequer  in  Ireland,  in  the  room 
of  William  Scott,  Efq  ;  deceafed.-— 
Jacob  Reyn  aid  fon,  Efq  ;  to  be  a 
Clerk  of  the  Privy  Seal  in  the 
room  of  William  Fleming  Efq  $ 
deceafed. 

June  1.  John  Eliot,  M.  D. 
{created  a  Knight. — The  Rev.  Jo¬ 
seph  Chapman.,  to  be  preddent  of 
’J'rinity  College,  Oxford. 

t— The  Duke  of  Montagu, 
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to  be  Governor ;  Richard,  Lord 
Bifhop  of  Litchfield  and  Coventry, 
Preceptor  ;  Lieutenant  -  Colonel 
George  Hotham,  Sub- governor  ; 
and  the  Rev.  William  Arnold, 
B.  D.  Sub-preceptor,  to  their 
Royal  HighnefTes  George  Auguf- 
tus  Frederick,  Prince  of  Wales, 
and  Prince  Frederick,  Bifhop  of 
Ofnaburgh.  —  The  Right  Hori. 
Thomas  Bruce,  created  an  Earl  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  name,  dile, 
and  title  of  Earl  of  Ailefbury,  in 
the  county  of  Buckingham. — The 
Right  Hon.  Thomas  Lord  Hyde, 
the  fame,  by  the  name,  dile,  and 
title  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon. — . 
The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Lord 
Trevor,  created  a  Vifcount  of 
Great  Britain,  by  the  name  dile, 
and  title  of  Vifcount  Hampden, 
of  Great  and  Little  Hampden,  in 
the  county  of  Buckingham. 

-—13.  The  Earl  of  Eglinton  was 
chofen  one  of  the  fixteen  Peers' for 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  John 
Earl  of  Strathmore. 

—30.  Lately,  the  Right  Hon. 
Lord  Bruce,  to  be  of  his  Majedy’s 
mod  honourable  Privy  Council. — > 
Chridopher  D’Oyly,  Efq  ;  to  be 
CommifTary-General  and  Chief 
Muder-Mader  of  all  his  Majedy?s 
forces. 

July  2  The  following  dignities 
were  granted,  viz.  The  dignity 
of  an  Earl  of  the  kingdom  of  Ire¬ 
land,  to  them  and  their  heirs  male, 
unto 

Wjlmot  Lord  Vifcount  Lifburne, 
©fthe  faid  kingdom,  by  the  title  of 
Earl  of  Lifbdrne,  in  the  county  of 
Antrim. 

Edward  Lord  Vifcount  Li?o«, 

o 

nier,  by  the  title  of  Earl  Ligonier, 
of  Clonmell.  in  the  county  of 
Tipperary. 


Lord 
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Lord  Vifcount  Clanvvilliam,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  of  Clanvvilliam, 
in  the  county  of  Corke. 

Robert  Lord  Vifcount  Clare,  by 
the  title  of  Earl  Nugent,  with  re¬ 
mainder  to  George  Nugent  Gren¬ 
ville,  Efq;  of  Wotton  under  Barn- 
wood  in  the  county  of  Bucking¬ 
ham. 

William  Lord  Vifcount  Crofbie, 
by  the  title  of  Earl  of  Glandore,  in 
the  county  of  Corke. 

The  dignity  of  a  Vifcount  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  them  and 
their  heirs  male,  unto 

TheRight  Hon. Thomas  George, 
Baron  Southwell,  by  the  title  of 
Vifcount  Southwell,  of  Cable  Mat- 
trefs,  in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

The  Right  Hon.  Thomas  Baron 
Knapton,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
de  Vefci,  of  Abbeyleix,  in  the 
Queen’s  county. 

The  Right  Hon  Wrilliam  Wil¬ 
loughby,  Baron  Mount  Florence, 
by  the  title  of  V ifcount  Ennifkillen, 
in  the  county  of  Fermanagh. 

The  Right  Hon  Francis  Baron 
Orwell,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
Orwell. 

The  Right  Hon.  John  Baron 
Baltinglafs,  by  the  title  of  Vifcount 
Aldborough,  of  the  palatinate  of 
Upper  Ormond. 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Henry 
Baron  Clermont,  by  the  title  of 
Vifcount  Clermont,  of  Clermont, 
in  the  county  of  Louth  ;  with  re¬ 
mainder  of  Vifcount  and  Baron 
unto  the  Right  Hon.  James  For- 
tefcue  of  Ravenfdale  Park  in  the 
county  of  Louth,  and  brother  to 
the  faid  Lord  Clermont. 

The  dignity  of  Baron  of  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  to  them  and 
ibeii  heirs  male,  unto 

The  Right  LJon.  Sir  Thomas 
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Maude,  Bart,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
de  Montalt  of  Flawarden,  in  the 
county  of  Tipperary. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  George 
Macartney,  by  the  title  of  Baron 
Macartney,  of  Liflanoure,  in  the 
county  of  Antrim. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Archibald 
Achefon,  Bart,  by  the  title  of  Ba¬ 
ron  Gosford,  of  Market-hill,  in 
the  county  of  Armagh. 

The  Right  Hon.  Ralph  Howard, 
by  the  title  of  Baron  Clonmore,  of 
Cion  more  Cable  in  the  county  of 
Carlow. 

Sir  Richard  Philipps,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Milford. 

Sir  Thomas  Wynn,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Newborough,  of 
Newborough. 

Sir  Charles  Bingham,  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Lucan,  of  Cafllebar, 
in  the  county  of  Mayo. 

Sir  Alexander  Macdonald,  by 
the  name  of  Baron  Macdonald,  of 
Slate,  in  the  county  of  Antrim. 

Sir  William  Mayne,  Bart,  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Newhaven,  of 
Garrick  Mayne,  in  the  county  of 
Dublin. 

James  Agar,  Efq;  by  the  title 
of  Baron  of  Clifden,  in  the  county 
of  Kilkenny. 

William  Edwarder,  Efq;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Webcote,  of  Bala- 
mare,  in  the  county  of  Longford. 

Robert  Henley  Ongley,  Efq;  by 
the  title  of  Baron  Ongley,  of  Old 
Warden,  in  Ireland. 

Molyneux  Shuldham,  Efq;  Vice- 
Admiral  of  the  Blue  fquadron  of 
his  Majeby’s  fleet,  by  the  title  of 
Baron  Shuldham. 

John  Bourke,  Efq;  of  Palmer- 
flown,  in  the  county  of  Kildare, 
by  the  tide  of  Baron  Naas,  of 
Naas,  in  the  faid  county. 

Sentleger 


Sen.tleger  Sentleger,  Efq;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Dcmeraile,  of  Done- 
raile,  in  the  county  of  Corke. 

Clot  worthy  Upton,  Efq;  by  the 
title  of  Baron  Templetown,  in  the 
county  cf  Antrim. 

Hugh  M alley,  Efq;  by  the  title 
of  Baron  Mafley,  of  Duncrylergue, 
in  the  county  of  Limerick. 

—6-  Guy  Carleton,  Efq;  Cap¬ 
tain-General  and  Governor  in 
chief  of  his  Majefty’s  province  of 
Quebec,  General  and  Commander 
in  chief  of  all  his  Majefly’s  forces 
in  the  faid  province,  and  on  the 
frontiers  of  the  provinces  border¬ 
ing  thereupon,  created  a  Knight 
of  the  Bath.—- John  Hamilton,  of 
Marlborough-Houfe,  Portfmouth, 
in  the  county  of  Southampton, 
Efq;  Captain  of  his  Majefty’s  fhip 
Hedor,  created  a  Baronet  of  Great 
Britain. 

— 9.  Captain  Charles  Lyons,  to 
be  Town-Major  of  Hallifax. — — 
Lieutenant  William  Spaight,  to  be 
Affiftant  Deputy  Quarter- Mailer 
General  in  North  America. — -Lieu¬ 
tenant-Colonel  James  Paterfon,  to 
be  Adjutant  General  in  North 
America. — Dodor  Jonathan  Mal¬ 
let  to  be  Chief  Surgeon  to  the 
Hofpital  in  North  America. 

« — 16.  John  Udney,  Efq;  to  be 
Conful  at  Leghorn,  in  the  room  of 
Sir  John  Dick,  Bart,  and  Robert 
Richie,  Efq;  Conful  at  Venice,  in 
the  room  of  Mr.  Udney. — Lieute¬ 
nant-Colonel  George  Clerk,  of  the 
43d,  Foot,  to  be  Barrack  Mailer 
General,  in  North  America. — 
Lieutenant  John  Bowen,  from 
half-pay,  to  be  Fourier  to  the 
army  in  North  America. — Wil¬ 
liam  Cunningham,  Gent,  to  be 
JVovoft-Marfhal,  in  North  Ame- 
fica. 


— 31.  Lately,  John  Bourke, 
John  Beresford,  John  Monck  Ma- 
lon,  Richard  Townfend,  James 
Agar,  Hercules  Langrifhe,  and 
Robert  Waller,  Efqrs.  to  be  Com- 
miffioners  of  Revenue,  in  Ireland. 
• — Henry  Loftus,  Edward  Tighe, 
St.  John  Jefferyes,  Richard  Hely 
Hutchinfon,  and  Edward  Belling¬ 
ham  Swan,  Efqrs.  to  be  Com- 
miffioners  of  accounts,  and  alfo 
Commilhoners  of  ftamps  for  that 

kingdom.- - William  Chapman, 

Efq;  Clerk  of  the  Crown  ;  and 
Ponfonby  Moore,  Thomas  St. 
George,  Thomas  Tifdall,  Hugh 
Henry  Mitchel,  William  Burton, 
James  Cavendilh,  and  William 
Hardwick,  Efqrs.  £0  be  Commif- 
fiorters  of  barracks. 

Aug.  24.  The  dignity  of  a  Ba¬ 
ronet  of  the  kingdom  of  Great 
Britain,  to  them  and  their  heirs 
male,  was  granted  unto 

George  Winne,  of  Little  War- 
ley,  in  the  county  of  Efiex,  Efq; 
and  late  one  of  the  Barons  of  his 
Majefty’s  court  of  Exchequer  in 
Scotland. 

Herbert  Mack  worth,  of  the 
Gnoll,  in  the  county  of  Glamor¬ 
gan,  Efq; 

James  Laroche,  of  Over,  in  the 
parilh  of  Aldmonfbury,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter;  Efq; 

Henry •  Peyton,  of  Doddington 
in  the  file  of  Ely,  Efq; 

George  Baker,  Dodor  of  Phy- 
fick,  and  Phyfician  in  ordinary  to 
her  Majefty. 

Mr.  Robert  Halifax  and  Mr. 
Edward  Holdich,  to  be  joint  Apo¬ 
thecaries  to  his  Majefty’s  houfe- 
hold. — Benjamin  Wheeler.  D.  D. 
to  be  Regius  Profeft'or  of  Divinity 
in  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford,  toge* 
ther  with  a  Canonry  of  Chrift 
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Church  in  the  Paid  Univerfity,  in 
the  room  of  Dodor  Edward  Ben- 
tham,  deceafed 

Sept.  10.  Robert  Eden,  Efq ; 
Governor  of  Maryland,  &c.  created 
a  Baronet,  with  remainder  to  him 
and  his  heirs  male. — William  Dal- 
rymple,  Efq;  to  be  captain  Com¬ 
mandant  of  a  corps  of  infantry. 

—  13.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Bowyer, 
to  be  upper  Grammar-Mailer  of 
Chrifl’s  Iiofpital,  in  the  room  of 
Mr.  Whally,  reiigned  ;  and  Mr. 
Field,  to  be  under  MafteJr. 

—  20.  The  Right  Hon.  Henry 
Flood,  Efq;  to  be  of  his  Majefty’s 
privy  Council. — The  Right  Hon. 
Hans  Stanley,  to  be  Cofferer  to 
his  Majefly’s  houfehold,  in  the 
room  of  the  late  Right  Hon.  Jere¬ 
miah  Dyfon,  deceafed. — Dr.  Tho¬ 
mas  Bray,  to  be  a  Prebendary  of 
St.  George’s  Chapel,  Windfor,  on 
the  refignation  of  Dr.  King,  pro¬ 
moted  to  the  Deanry  of  St.  En- 
nau,  in  the  diocefe  of  Raphoe,  in 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—  30.  Lately,  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Jones,  of  Windfor,  to  be  Bifhop 
of  Kilmore,  in  Ireland. — William 
Hewitt,  Efq;  a  Commiflioner  for 
fettling  the  differences  in  the 
late  iales  of  lands  at  the  Gre¬ 
nades.— Samuel  Black,  Efq;  to 
be  recorder  of  Leeds.  —  Lord 
W  illiam  Gordon,  brother  to  the 
Duke  of  Gordon,  to  be  Lord  Vice 
Admiral  of  Scotland,  in  the  room 
of  the  Earl  of  March.  —  John 
Clarke,  Efq;  to  be  Governor  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  province  of  Senegam- 
bia,  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  Com¬ 
mandant  of  the  African  corps  at 
Senegal,  in  the  room  of  Colonel 
Chad  es  O’Hara,  who  refigns. — 
Edward  Byarn,  Efq;' to  be  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Vice. Admiralty  in 
Antigua,  in  the  room  of  Robert 


Chriflian,  Efq  ;  deceafed. — Capt. 
Henry  Bowyer,  of  the  19th  regi¬ 
ment,  to  be  Deputy  Adjutant  Ge¬ 
neral  in  Ireland,  in  the  room  of 
Lieutenant  -  Colonel  Paterfon. — 
— The  Marquis  of  Lothian  to  be 
Colonel  of  the  2d  troop  of  horfe- 
guards,  in  the  room  of  Lord  Ca¬ 
dogan,  deceafed - The  Right 

Hon.  Charles  Jenkinfon,  Clerk  of 
the  Pells  in  Ireland,  to  be  Mafler- 
worlfer  of  the  Mint,  in  the  room 
of  the  Lion.  Sloan  Cadogan,  now 
Lord  Cadogan. 

061.8.  Lieutenant-General  Lord 
Robert  Bertie,  to  be  Captain  and 
Colonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of 
horfe-guards,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Cadogan,  deceafed. — Col.  William 
Faucitt,  to  be  Governor  of  Gravef- 
end  and  Tilbury. — Major  Henry 
Caldwell,  to  be  Lieutenant  Colo¬ 
nel  in  America  only. — Captain 
William  Pawlett,  to  be  Captain 
of  an  independent  company  of  in¬ 
valids  at  Jerfey. 

— 11.  John  Home,  Efq;  of 
the  county  of  Berwick,  was  ferved 
and  returned  heir  male  to  the  Earl 
of  Dunbar,  before  the  Sheriff  and 
a  refpedlable  jury.  This  title  had 
lain  dormant  for  a  great  number 
of  years — The  Marquis  of  Lo¬ 
thian,  created  a  Knight  of  the  or¬ 
der  of  the  thill] e,  in  the  room  of 
the  late  Lord  Cathcarf,  deceafed. 

—  1 3-  The  Hon.  Sir  William 
Howe,  Major-General  of  hi*  Ma¬ 
jesty’s  forces,  and  General  of  his 
Majelty’s  forces  in  North  America, 
created  a  Knight  of  the  Bath,  in 
the  room  of  Lord  Onflow  de¬ 
ceafed. 

—  18.  Lord  Mansfield,  created 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  in  the  county 
of  Nottingham,  with  remainder  to 
the  heirs  male  of  his  father. 

—  31.  Lately,  Morton  Eden, 
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Efq;  to  be  Minifter  Plenipoten¬ 
tiary  to  the  Elector  of  Bavaria,  and 
Minifter  to  the  Diet  of  Ratilbon. — 
James  Harris,  jun.  £fq ;  to  be 
Envoy  Extraordinary,  and  Mini- 
fter  Plenipotentiary,  to  the  Em- 
prefs  of  Ruliia. — Hugh  Elliot, 
Efq ;  to  be  Envoy  Extraordinary, 
and  Mini  iter  Plenipotentiary,  to 
the  court  of  Berlin  .—Horace  St. 
Lae],  Efq;  to  be  Envoy  Extra¬ 
ordinary  to  the  court  of  Sweden. 
—George  Cooke,  Efq ;  to  be 
Agent  and  Conful-General  at 
Tripoli. — Lord  Onflow,  to  be 
Lieutenant,  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum 
of  Surry.— William  Matthew  Burt, 
Efq;  to  be  Governor  in  Chief  of 
the  Leeward  and  Caribbee  iflands, 
in  the  room  of  Sir  Ralph  Payne, 
Knight  of  the  Bath. — The  Earl  of 
Breadalbane,  to  be  Vice-Admiral 
of  Scotland.— The  Earl  of  March, 
to  be  Lord  High  Commiffioner  to 
the  General  Afiembly  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  and  Firft  Lord  Com- 
fnifiioner  of  the  Police  in  Scotland, 
in  the  room  of  Lord  Cathcart,  de- 
ceafed.— Alexander  Kincaird,  Efq; 
to  be  Lord  Provoft  of  Edinburgh, 
—Robert  Donald,  Efq ;  to  be 
Lord  Provoft  of  Glafgow.— The 
Rev.  Dr.  Horne,  to  be  Vice- 
Chancellor  of  the  Univerfity  of 
Oxford,  in  the  room  of  the  Rev. 
Dr.  FothergiU,  reftgned.- — Wel- 
■  bore  Ager,  Efq;  to  be  a  Commif- 
fionerofeuftoms.— HeneageLegge, 
Efq ;  to  be  a  Commiffioner  of  ex- 
cife.= — Henry  Bunbury,  and  Tho¬ 
mas  Bowlby,  Efqrs.  to  be  Comp¬ 
trollers  of  the  army  accounts. — » 
Mr.  Benfon,  to  be  Clerk  of  the 
journals  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
in  the  room  of  Mr.  Speed,  de¬ 
ceased  .—-Ed  ward  Bayntun,  Efq; 
now  his  Majefty’s  Conful  General 
M  Tripoli,  to  be  his  Agent  and 
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Conful  General  at  Algiers. — Wil¬ 
liam  Cornwall,  Efq;  Member  of 
Leominfter,  in  the  room  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Hill,  Efq  ;  deceafed. — Dr. 
Cadogan,  to  be  Infpedlor-General 
of  the  mad-houfes. — Thomas  fi¬ 
ve  nee,  Efq;  Barrifter  at  Law,  of 
the  Middle  Temple,  to  be  Re¬ 
corder  of  Kingfton,  in  the  room  of 
Elliot  Bilhop,  Efq ;  deceafed 
Lord  Powis,  to  be  Recorder  of  the 
town  and  borough  of  Ludlow,  in 
Salop. — His  Excellency  the  Mar¬ 
quis  de  Noailles,  Ambaffador  from 
France  to  this  court, — Henry  Pel¬ 
ham,  Efq  ;  a  Commiffioner  of  the 
Vi<ftualling-Office,  in  the  room  of 
R,  Pett,  Efq  ;  deceafed. 

Nov.  14.  The  Earl  of  Caffilis, 
to  be  one  of  the  fixteen  Peers  of 
Scotland,  in  the  room  of  Lord 
Cathcart,  deceafed. 

— 19.  Major  Nevinfon  Poole, 
to  be  Lieutenant-Goyernof  of  Pen- 
dennis-Caftie.— Richard  Prefcott, 
to  be  Colonel  of  the  feventh  regi¬ 
ment  of  foot, 

—22.  The  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
fhire,  to  be  Lieutenant-General 
and  General  Governor  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  kingdom  of  Ireland. 

—30.  Lately,  John  Clavering, 
Efq  ,•  Lieutenant-General  of  his 
Majefty’s  forces,  to  be  a  Knight 
of  the  Bath. — Dr.  Charles  Mor~ 
tqn,  to  be  Principal  Librarian  to 
the  Britifti  Mufeum,  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Maty,  deceafed. — Wyrriot 
Owen,  Efq  ;  to  be  Governor  of 
Milford  Haven,  and  all  the  forts 
dependent  thereon.^ — -Lord  Cath¬ 
cart,  Secretary  to  Lord  Stormont 
at  the  court  of  Verfailles,  ap¬ 
pointed  Ambaffador  to  the  court  of 
Ruffia,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Robert 
Gunning. — John  Collett,  Efq;  to 
be  his  Majeity’s  Conful  at  Genoa, 
in  the  room  of  James  Hoi  ford. 
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Efq;  deceafed. — Lord  Powis,  to  be 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  the  county  of 

Montgomery. - '['he  Rev.  Mr. 

Evans,  to  be  Matter  of  the  Holy 
Ghott  Chapel,  near  Balingftoke, 
Hants. 

Dec.  19.  The  Rev.  William 
Cooper,  D.  D  to  be  Archdeacon 
of  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Pe¬ 
ter,  in  York,  and  Prebendary  of 
North  well,  in  Laid  cathedral,  both 
in  his  Majefty’s  gift,  by  the  death 
of  the  Archbifhop  of  York 

—  21.  The  Right  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Markham,  Bifnop  of 
Chetter,  to  be  Archbifhop  of  York, 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  Robert  Drum¬ 
mond,  deceafed 

— ■  31.  Lately,  the  F,ev.  Dr. 
Beilby  Porteous,  bifnop  of  ChelRr, 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  Markham, 
tranflated  to  the  fee  of  York  — The 
Right  Rev.  Dr.  Shute  Barrington, 
Bilhop  of  LandafF,  to  be  a  Prebend¬ 
ary  ofSt.  George’s  Chapel,  Windfor, 
void  by  the  refignation  of  Dr.  John 
Douglas,  who  fucceeds  the  Bifhop, 
as  Canon  Refidentiary  offiSt.  Paul’s. 
— The  Rev.  Andrew  Cheap,  M.  A. 
to  be  a  Prebendary  in  the  cathedral 
of  St.  Peter,  York,  void  by  the 
death  of  Dr.  Gilbert. — Dr.  Lewis 
Bagot,  to  be  Dean  of  Chrift  Church 
Oxford,  in  the  room  of  Dr.  Mark¬ 
ham. — John  Alhby,  William  Ran¬ 
dall,  and  Thomas  Kenner/ley,Efqrs. 
to  be  Prothonotaries  and  Clerks  of 
the  Crown  in  the  counties  of  Den¬ 
bigh  and  Montgomery.— -WeJbot ne 
Ellis  Agar  and  William  Hay,  Efqrs. 
to  be  Commiflioners  of  Cuitoms,  in 
the  room  of  Henry  Banks  and  Sa¬ 
muel  Mead,  Elqrs.  deceafed. — 
Edward  Whitehoule,  Efq;  to  be 
Clerk  of  the  robes  and  wardrobes 
to  his  Majefty. — Mr.  Heron,  of 
Grofvenor-fquare,  to  be  Principal 
Secretary .  to  the  Earl  of  Buck- 
inghanilhire.  Lord  Lieutenant  of 


Ireland. — Robert  M’Queen,  Efq; 
Advocate,  to  be  one  of  the  Lords 
of  Council  and  Seffion  of  Scotland, 
in  the  place  of  the  late  Lord  Coal- 
ftone. — John  Day,  Elq;  to  be  Ad¬ 
vocate-General  to  the  Eaft-India 
Company  in  Bengal,  with  a  falary 
of  3000I.  per  annum,  and  the  fura 
of  1500I.  allowed  him  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  his  palfage. — The  Rev. 
Dr.  Butler,  Chaplain  to  the  Hon- 
Houfe  of  Commons,  to  be  one  cf 
the  Chaplains  to  the  King,  in  the 
room  of  the  Rev.  Dr-  Beilby  Porte¬ 
ous.— Dr.  Horfley,  to  be  Secretary 
to  the  Roval  Society,  in  the  room 
of  Dr.  Maty,  decealed.  —  Mr. 
Planta,  to  be  Under  Secretary,  in 
the  room  of  Dr.  Horfley. — Mr.  Ro- 
bertfon,  to  be  Librarian  to  tho 
Royal  Society,  in  the  Room  of  his 
father  decealed. 


DEATHS,  1776. 

Jan.  1.  Charles  Miiborne,  Efq; 
of  Wonattow,  in  Monmouthttiire, 
brother-in-law  to  the  Earl  of  Ox¬ 
ford. 

3.  Capt.  Barry,  of  the  royal  navy. 

3.  Mifs  Mary  Anne  Bunce,  only 
daughter  and  heirefs  of  Sir  Jatnc3 
Bunce,  of  Kerning,  in  Kent,  Bart. 

6.  Andrew  Pringle,  of  Alemoor, 
Elq;  one  of  the  Senators  of  the 
college  of  Jurtice,  in  Scotland,  at 
Hawkhill,  in  the  lame  kingdem. 

James  Montrefor,Efq;  Engineer, 
and  Colonel  in  the  army,  at  New 
Gardens,  near  Green-ttreet,  in 
Kent. 

f  he  Hon.  William  Hervey,  fbm 
of  John,  Earl  of  Bnttoj,  and  uncle 
to  the  pretent  Earl. 

ii-  John  Barker,  Efq;  Rear 
Admiral  of  the  White,  at  Bath. 

^  12.  Chrittopher  Griffith,  Efq; 
Knight  of  the  Shire  for  tue  county 
ol  Berks, 

Capt. 
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Capt.  Avery,  formerly  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  but  late  on  half-pay. 

13.  Lady  Irwine,  relift  of  the 
late  Lieutenant-General  Alexan¬ 
der  Irwine,  and  mother  to  the  pre- 
fent  Lieutenant-General  Sir  John 
Irwine,  K  B. 

14.  William  Strode,  Efq;  Lieu¬ 
tenant-General  of  his  Majelty’s 
forces,  and  Colonel  of  the  6zd  re¬ 
giment  of  foot,  in  Gerard-ilreet, 
Soho. 

The  Hon.  William  Auguftus 
Montague,  fecond  fon  of  the  Earl 
of  Sandwich,  and  Member  for  the 
town  of  Huntingdon. 

The  Hon.  Edward  Cornwallis, 
Lieutenant-General  of  his  Ma- 
jelly’s  forces,  Colonel  of  the  24th 
regiment  of  foot,  and  Governor  of 
Gibraltar,  at  Bird-place,  in  Hert¬ 
ford  fiiire.  He  was  brother  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  and 
uncle  to  the  Earl  of  Cornwallis. 

j6.  Lord  Biantyre,  at  Eiikine, 
in  Scotland. 

John  Gwen,  Efq;  Lieutenant- 
General  of  his  Majeify’s  forces. 

17.  Lieutenant-Colonel  James 
Provolt,  Colonel-Commandant  of 
the  firfl  battalion  of  the  Royal 
American  regiment  of  foot. 

Prince  Pio,  a  grandee  of  Spain, 
at  Madrid. 

1 8.  The  Countefs  of  Weftmeath, 
mother  to  the  prefent  Earl,  in 
France. 

22.  Mrs.  Catherine  Blunt,  filler 
of  Sir  Charles  Blunt,  Bart. 

25.  Sir  Henry  Chamberlayne, 
Bart,  by  whofe  death  the  title  is 
extinft. 

26.  Charles  Offspring  Blackball, 
Efq;  fon  of  Dr.  Offspring  Black¬ 
ball,  formerly  Bifhop  of  Exe¬ 
ter. 

27.  Sir  John  Charlton,  Bart,  of 
Apley  Caftle,  in  Shropfhire. 

31.  Lately,  Captain  Kenneth 
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Mackenzie,  fon  of  the  late  Sir 
Kenneth  Mackenzie,  Bart,  at 
Bengal. 

Mrs.  Honora  Browne,  mother 
of  General  Browne,  in  the  Au- 
flrian  fervice. 

Feb,  1.  The  Earl  of  Radnor,  in 
the  5 1  ft  Year  of  his  age.  His 
Lordfhip  is  fucceeded  in  title  and 
eflate,  by  his  eldeft  fon,  member 
for  new  Sarum. 

3.  Charles  O’Hara.  Efq;  re- 
prefentative  in  Parliament  for 
Armagh,  in  Ireland. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Sydney 
Stafford  Smythe,  Knight,  one  of 
the  Barons  of  the  Exchequer. 

3.  Sir  James  Kinloeh-Nevoy, 
Bart. 

The  Ron.  George  Weft,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  Earl  of  Deiawar. 

6.  John  Deime,  Efq;  brother 
to  Lady  Ravenfworth,  at  the  De¬ 
vizes. 

1 1.  Sir  William  Hanham,  Bart, 
of  Dean’s  court,  in  the  county  of 
Dorfet,  Lieutenant-colonel  of  the 
Dorfetfhire  militia,  .Deputy-Lieu¬ 
tenant,  and  one  of  his  Majefty’s 
i  uftices  of  the  peace  for  the  faid 
county,  at  Bath. 

12.  Charles  Sigifmond,  Baron 
de  Starck,  at  Oxford. 

13.  James  Jefferies,  Efq;  one 
of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Cuf- 
toms. 

Lewis  Charles  Montolieu,  Efq; 
late  Lieutenant-colonel  in  the  fe¬ 
cond  troop  of  horfe-guards. 

14.  Thomas  Radcliffe,  L.  L,  D. 
Judge  of  the  Confiftory  Court  of 
Dublin,  and  member  of  parliament 
for  the  borough  of  St.  Canice,  in 
the  county  of  Kilkenny. 

Mrs,  Tyrwhit,  filter  of  the  late 
Sir  John  Tyrwhit,  of  Stainfield, 
in  Lincolnfhire. 

13.  The  Countefs  of  Salifhury. 

16.  Mrs.  Corbet,  a  maiden 


C  H  R  O  N 

lady,  daughter  of  the  late  Sir 
Richard  Corbet,  Bart. 

20.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Addington, 
Dean  of  Litchfield,  at  his  deanery- 
houfe  in  that  city. 

The  Hon.  Richard  Rochford 
Mervyn,  Efq;  brother  to  the  Earl 
of  Belvedere,  one  of  the  members 
for  the  borough  of  Philipfiown, 
and  late  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
35th  regiment  of  foot. 

Charles  Dowdefvvell,  Efq;  fe- 
cond  fon  of  the.  late  Right  Hon. 
William  Dowdefvvell,  Efq;  at  Mar- 
feilles. 

The  Right  Hon.  Robert  Carte¬ 
ret,  Earl  Granville,  Vifcount  Carte¬ 
ret,  and  Bailiff  of  the  Ifieof  Jerfey. 

22.  The  Rev.  James  Gayer, 
D.  D.  grandfon  of  the  late  Sir  Ro¬ 
bert  Gayer,  Knight  of  the  Bath, 
at  Liffon -green,  Paddington. 

23.  The  Right  Hon.  Edward 
Stanley,  Earl  of  Derby,  in  the 
86th  year  of  his  age.  His  Lord- 
fhip  is  fucceeded  in  title  and  eflate 
by  Lord  Stanley  his  grandfon, 
member  in  the  prefent  parliament 
for  Lancaihire. 

24.  Sir  Richard  Philips,  Bart, 
at  his  feat  at  Pifton- Cattle,  near 
Haverfordweft. 

Sir  William  Mannock,  Bart,  of 
Gifford’s-hall,  Suffolk. 

28.  Lord  Hobart,  only  fon  of 
the  Earl  of  Buckinghamfhire. 

29.  The  Hon.  Mrs,  Barrett, 
fitter  of  the  late  Governor  Fitz- 
william,  and  mother  of  Michael 
Barrett,  Efq;  of  Park-ttreet,  Wett- 
minfter. 

Sir  John  Burland,  Knight,  one 
of  the  Barons  of  his  Majefty’s  court 
of  Exchequer,  fuddeniy,  at  his 
houfe  in  Great  George  ftreet, 
Wettminfter. 

Mar.  1.  The  Lady  of  Colonel 
Amhertt,  at  Bath. 

6.  Mrs.  Mauger,  wife  of  Jofhua 
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Manger,  Efq;  member  for  Poole, 
in  Dorfetlhire. 

8.  Lady  Margaret  Stanley,  fourth, 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  and 
Countefs  of  Derby,  at  Knutsfbrd. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Trefufis,  fitter 
to  the  late  Lord  St.  John. 

16.  1  he  Rev.  Dr.  John  Hoadly, 
Chancellor  of  the  diocefe  of  Win- 
chefter,  Matter  of  St.  Crofs,  near 
that  city,  Reftor  of  St  Mary’s,  in 
Southampton,  and  of  Alresford, 
near  that  place,  at  Southampton. 

17.  Lady  Pole,  widow  of  Sir 
John  Pole,  Bart,  and  wife  of 
George  Clavering  Efq;  in  Ber- 
ner’s-ftreet. 

18.  Lady  Curzon,  relift  of  Sir 
Nathaniel  Curzon,  in  Dover-ftreet. 

The  Right  Hon.  John  de  Cour- 
cy,  Lord  Baron  ofKinfale.  The 
Lords  of  this  barony  have  a  pri¬ 
vilege  iuperior  to  that  of  any  no¬ 
bleman  in  this  realm,  viz.  that  of 
keeping  their  hats  on  in  the  royal 
prefence:  a  privilege  given  to  thenn 
fome  centuries  ago. 

21.  Daniel  Chenevix,  Efij; 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Commandant 
of  the  Royal  Iritti  regiment  of  ar¬ 
tillery,  in  Dominick-ttreec,  Dublin. 

William  Mure,  Efq;  of  Cald- 
wall,  in  Scotland,  one  of  the  Ba¬ 
rons  of  the  Exchequer,  in  Scot¬ 
land,  at  Edinburgh. 

Henry  Knoller,  Efq;  his  Ma- 
jefty’s  Attorney-General  for  Que¬ 
bec  and  eldeft  fon  of  Godfrey* 
Knoller,  Efq;  of  Donheda-hall, 
Wilts,  in  Surry-ftreet. 

The  Lady  of  the  Bifhop  of  Ely, 
in  Hertford -ttrcet.  May-fair. 

25.  The  Earl  of  Strathmore,  one 
of  the  fixteen  Peers  for  Scotland, 
on  his  paffage  to  Lifbon,  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 

28.  The  Rev.  William  Evelyn, 
D.  D.  Vicar  of  Trim,  Reftor  of 
Clonallan,  Chancellor  of  Dro- 
t  more. 
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more.  Dean  of  Emly,  and  Chap¬ 
lain  to  his  Excellency  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 

29.  Lady  Ayfcough,  filler  to  the 
late  Lord  Lyttleton,  and  reliCl 
of  the  late  Dr.  Ayfcough,  Dean 
of  Briflol,  in  Lifledlreet,  Leicef- 
ter-fields. 

William  Gordon  Efq;  one  of 
the  Commiffioners  of  the  Victual  - 
ling- Office. 

Sir  Edward  Barry,  Bart,  M.  D. 
F  R.  S.  Phyfician-General  to  his 
Majefly’s  forces,  in  Ireland,  and  a 
Member  of  the  Irilh  Houfe  of 
Commons. 

John  Gower,  Efq;  fon  to  the 
late  Sir  Samuel  Gower,  in  Gower’s- 
Gardens,  Goodman’s- fields. 

Jofeph  Martin,  Efq;  Member  of 
parliament  for  Tewkefbury.  He 
ferved  the  office  of  Sheriff  for  Lon¬ 
don  and  Middlefex  in  1771. 

April  1.  John  Fortefcue,  Efq; 
at  Penwerne,  in  Cornwall,  coufm- 
german  to  Lord  Fortefcue,  of  Caf- 
tle-hill,  Devonfhire. 

3.  Count  d’Oyenhaufen,  Great 
Huntfman  to  the  Electorate  of 
Hanover. 

4.  The  Lady  of  Sir  Archibald 
Edmonflone,  Bart,  of  Argyle- 
Street. 

5.  The  Hon.  Mailer  Bigby,  fe- 
cond  fon  of  Lord  Digby,  at  Can¬ 
terbury. 

Lady  Trevannion,  widow  of  Sir 
Harry  Trevannion,  and  daughter 
of  Sir  Rowland  Watts,  Bart,  of 
Worcelterlhire,  in  the  76th  year 
of  her  age,  at  Bath. 

11.  Wenman  Coke,  Efq;  mem¬ 
ber  for  Norfolk,  and  Surveyor  of 
the  Woods  belonging  to  the  Crown 
ill  the  dutchy  of  Lancafter. 

1 8.  - Wellard,  Efq;  Captain 

in  the  Navy,  and  one  of  the  jurats 
of  that  town  at  Dover. 

19.  The  Hon.  William  Scott, 


Second  Baron  of  the  Exchequer  m 
Ireland, 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  Hartpole,  wife 
of  Robert  Hartpole,  Efq;  eighth 
daughter  of  Lord  Baltinglafs. 

20.  The  Right  Hon,  Lady  jane 
Bridges, of  Charles-ilreet,  Berkeley* 
Square,  Her  Ladyfhip  was  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Marquis  of  Carnarvon, 
eldeft  fon  of  James  firil  Duke  of 
Chandos. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  George  Huddef- 
ford,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age, 
at  Trinity- College,  Oxford,  of 
which  he  had  been  prefident  forty- 
five  years. 

25.  William  Fleming,  Efq;  a 
Colonel  in  the  Guards,  in  Ben- 
tinck-Street. 

The  Right  Hon.  Richard  Lord 
Vifcount  Fitzwilliam,  Knight  of 
the  Bath,  a  Privy-Con  nfellor  of 
Ireland,  and  F.  R.  S.  at  Mount 
Merrion,  in  that  kingdom. 

26.  Patrick  Preilon,  Efq;  eldefl 
fon  of  Sir  George  Prelion,  Bart, 
at  W alley  field,  in  Fifeffiire,  Scot¬ 
land. 

Lady  Vanbrugh,  aged  90,  reliCt 
of  the  celebrated  Sir  John  Van¬ 
brugh. 

30.  The  Grand- Dutchefs  of 
Rulfia,  Petrowna  Aiexiewna,  at  St, 
Peterfburgh. 

Lately,  Mrs.  Hayter,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Hayter,  late  Bifhop  of  Lon¬ 
don. 

Jacob  Weeden,  Efq;  formerly 
Governor  of  Bombay,  at  Brentford. 

Mrs.  Anketall,  filler  to  Lord 
Bellamont  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  Livingftone,  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  Continental  Congrefs, 
at  New- York. 

Frederick  Hollingfworth,  Efq; 
late  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the 
third  regiment  of  foot-guards. 

John  Dee,  Efq*  an  officer  in  the 
fervice  of  the  India  Company, 

and 
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and  colonel  of  a  regiment  of  ca¬ 
valry  at  Tanjour,  in  the  Eaft- 
Indies.  His  death  was  occafioned 
by  a  wound  he  received  at  the  fiege 
of  that  city. 

Mrs.  Latton,  wife  of  William 
Latton,  Efq;  his  late  Majefty’s 
Envoy,  and  Couful-General  to  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco. 

Alexander  Mackenzie,  Efq;  who 
was  upwards  ofthirty  Years  Knight 
of  the  /hire  for  the  county  of  Rofs, 
in  Scotland. 

Lady  Margaret  Stanley,  fourth 
daughter  of  the  late  Earl  and 
Countefs  of  Derby. 

The  Lady  of  .Colonel  Amherft. 

May  1.  John  Haynes,  Efq;  of 
the  Secretary  of  State’s  Office,  and 
one  ot  the  Clerks  of  the  Signet. 

The  Right  Hon.  Anthony  Ma¬ 
lone,  reprefentative  in  parliament 
for  the  county  of  Weftmeath,  and 
one  of  his  Majefty’s  Privy  Council, 
in  Ireland. 

4.  Sir  John  Barrington,  Bart, 
late  member  for  the  borough  of 
Newtown,  in  the  ifle  of  Wight,  in 
James-Street,  Bedford-Row. 

7.  Maria  Jofephina  Anna  Au- 
gufta,  daughter  of  Charles  VII. 
Emperor  of  the  Romans,  filter  to 
the  Ele&or  of  Bavaria,  and  Dow¬ 
ager  of  Auguftus  George  Simpert, 
Margrave  of  Baden  Baden,  of  an 
apopliedtic  fit,  at  Munich. 

9.  Mrs.  Foote,  relift  of  the  late 
Mr.  Foote,  and  filter  to  Sir  Hora¬ 
tio  Man,  K.  B.  Envoy-Extraor¬ 
dinary  at  the  court  of  Florence. 

11.  Sir  Matthew  Aylmer,  Bart. 
ofBairath,  in  Ireland. 

17 .  John  Tempeft,  fen.  Efq; 
who  reprefented  the  city  of  Dur¬ 
ham  in  three  parliaments,  at  Sher- 
burn,  near  Durham. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Hattley,  of  the 
Hermitage. 
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Sir  Chriftopher  Hales,  Bart,  at 
Hammerfmith. 

27.  Mifs  Douglas,  daughter  of 
John  St.  Leger  Douglas,  member 
for  Weobley,  in  Hereford/hire. 

31.  The  Rev.  Dr.  William 
Cockburn,  Archdeacon  of  Oflory, 
in  Ireland,  at  Bath. 

Lately,  Monf.  le  Baron  de  Bulow, 
Commander  in  Chief  of  her  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty’s  Troops  in  the 
Low-Countries. 

The  Lady  of  Thomas  Whit¬ 
more,  Efq;  Member  for  Bridge- 
north. 

June  1.  The  Right  Hon.  Sarah 
Viicountels  Falkland,  at  Biack- 
heath. 

5.  The  Countefs  Dowager  of 
Suffolk,  at  Tooting,  in  Surry. 

Lady  Charlotte  Burgoyne  fipoule 
of  General  Burgoyne,  at  Kenling- 
ton-Palace. 

9  Sir  Robert  Gordon,  of  Gor¬ 
don -Town,  Bart,  at  his  faid  feat, 
in  the  /hire  of  Moray. 

1  he  Rev.  Mr.  Chambers,  Reffor 
of  Cradley,  in  Hereford /hire,  as  alfo 
of  Nanton,  a  Prebendary  of  Ink- 
borough,  and  a  Portioner  ofBrofn- 
yard,  at  Cradley  aforefaid. 

14.  The  Right  Hon.  Samuel 
Lord  Ma/harn,  of  Oates,  in  Effex, 
and  a  Baronet  ;  one  of  the  Lords 
of  the  King’s  Bed-Chamber,  Re* 
membrancer  of  his  Majefty’s  Court 
of  Exchequer,  and  F.  R.  S.  in 
Cork-Street,  Burlington-Gardens. 

16.  The  Hon.  Wm.  Carmichael, 
Elq;  at  Saltcoats,  in  Eaft  Lothian. 

17*  Mrs.  Margaret  Menzies, 
relidt  of  the  Hon.  William  Car¬ 
michael,  Efq;  of  Saltcoats,  in  Eaft- 
Lotbian. 

Mifs  Mary  Beauchamp  Prohor, 
thirdidaughter  of  the  late  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Beauchamp  Pro&or,  Bart,  in 
New  Bond-Street. 

[p]  19.  Edtyard 
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19.  Edward  Jekyll,  Efq;  a  Cap¬ 
tain  in  his  Majefty’s  Navy,  in 
Clarges-Street. 

20.  John  Graham,  Efq;  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  late  council  of  Bengal, 
Off  Port-Mahon,  on  his  way  to 
Lifbon  for  the  recovery  of  his 
health. 

21  •  The  Right  Plon.  Lady 
Frances  Erlkine,  wife  of  James 
Erlkine,  of  Grange,  Efq;  Her 
Ladyfhip  was  daughter  of  the  late 
Earl  of  Marr  and  Lady  Frances 
Pierpoint,  daughter  of  Evelyn 
Duke  of  Kingfton.  Her  brother 
was  the  1 8th  Lord  Erlkine, and  the 
nth  Earl  of  Marr. 

24,  Sir  William  Denham,  of 
Weftfhield,  in  Scotland,  Bart. 

The  Hon.  William  Byron,  only 
fon  of  Lord  Byron,  and  member 
for  Morpeth,  in  Noithumberland. 

The  Hon.  Mifs  Mary  Brown, 
fecond  daughter  to  Lord  Vifcount 
Weftport,  aged  r8,  at  Weftport, 
in  the  county  of  Mayo,  in  Ireland. 

25.  Clarke  Adams,  Efq;  Col. 
of  the  Northamptonfbire  militia, 
at  Ealt-Haddoe. 

July  1.  Maximilian  Alexis  de 
Bethune,  Due  de  Sully,  in  France. 

Arthur  Villettes,  Efq;  many 
years  Britifh  Refident  at  the  Court 
of  Sardinia,  and  the  Swifs  Can- 
tons. 

6.  Capt.  Jenkins,  formerly  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  at  Twickenham. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Somerville,  of 
Dinder,  near  Weils,  in  Somerfet- 
fhire. 

9.  Sir  john  Gibbons,  Bart,  and 
Knight  of  the  Bath,  at  Stanwell, 
in  Middlefex. 

10.  The  Infanta  Donna  Maria, 
of  Portugal,  after  an  iltnefs  of  a 
few  days.  .  She  Was  born  June  9, 


Sir  John  Powell  Price,  of  New- 
Town  Hall,  in  the  county  of 
Montgomery,  Bart. 

11.  Sir  John  Hall,  of  Douglas, 
in  Scotland,  Bart,  at  Douglas  afore- 
faid. 

14.  Colonel  John  Sabine,  late 
ef  the  Guards,  at  the  Hot-wells, 
Briftol. 

16.  Her  Serene  Highnefs  Frances 
Chriftina,  Countefs  Palatine  of  the 
Rhine,  Princefs  of  the  Roman  em¬ 
pire,  Abbefs  of  Ellen  and  Thorne, 
aunt  to  his  Serene  Highnefs  the 
Elector  Palatine,  in  the  81ft  year 
of  her  age. 

22.  Charles  Gilbert  de  May  de 
Termont,  Bifhop  of  Blois,  and  Al¬ 
moner  to  the  French  King,  at  Paris. 

2 6.  Lady  Charlotte  Hayes,  at 
Clifton. 

27.  The  Hon.  Major  Sandilands, 
at  Contentibus,  in  Scotland. 

28.  The  Duchefs-Dowager  of 
Newcaftle.  Her  Grace  was  daugh¬ 
ter  to  Lord  Godolphin,  by  Henri¬ 
etta,  eldeft  daughter  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough,  and  was  married 
t©  the  late  Duke  ol  Newcaftle 
Aprils,  1717. 

Lord  Doune,  eldeft  Ion  of  the 
Earl  of  Moray,  at  Bath. 

Auguft  2  Lewis  Francois  de 
Bourbon*  Prince  de  Conty,  Grand 
Priof  of  France,  and  Generaliftimo 
of  the  French  King’s  troops,  at 
Paris. 

7.  The  Earl  of  Altamont,  at 
his  feat  at  Newport,  in  Ireland. 

10.  Samuel  Shuld ham,  Efq;  bro¬ 
ther  to  Admiral  Lord  Shuldham, 
at  Kilkenny,  in  Ireland. 

12.  The  Rev.  Edward  Bentham, 
D.  D.  Senior  Canon  of  Chrift- 
Church*  Oxford,  and  Regius  Pro  - 
feftor  of  Divinity  in  that  univer- 
fity, 
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13.  Benoit  Veterane,  Cardinal 
Deacon  of  the  Roman  church,  at 
Rome  He  was  raifed  to  the  purple 
by  Pope  Clement  X  HI. 

1 5.  Sir  Richard  Bampfylde,  Bart. 

The  Right  Hon.  William  Max¬ 
well,  Earl  of  Nithfdale.  He  was 
fon  to  the  Earl  of  Nithfdale  who 
made  his  efcape  out  of  the  Tower. 

Hugh  Bailey,  Efq;  Advocate, 
Do&or  of  Laws,  and  formerly 
Judge  of  the  Admiralty  Court  in 
Ireland. 

16.  The  Right  Hon.  Mary  Vif- 
countefs  Dowager  of  Kenmore  at 
Terregles,  in  Scotland. 

21.  The  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Shaw  Cathcart,  Lord  Cathcart, 
Lord  High  Commiflioner  to  the 
General  AfTembly  of  the  Church 
of  Scotland,  Firft  Lord  Com¬ 
miflioner  of  the  Police  in  that 
kingdom,  Lieutenant  -  General, 
Knight  of  the  Thiftle,  and  one  of 
his  Majefty’s  Moft  Honourable 
Privy-Council,  at  his  houfe  in 
Grofvenor- Place. 

Captain  Adams,  of  Chamblef- 
forth. 

22.  Thomas  Dunbar,  Efq;  bro¬ 
ther  to  Sir  James  Dunbar,  Bart. 

23.  Thomas  Hill,  Efq;  Mem¬ 
ber  for  Leominfter,  at  Court-Hill, 
near  Ludlow. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Darner,  fbn  of 
Lord  Milton. 

25.  Lady  Catherine  Hay,  wife 
of  Captain  William  Hay,  of  the 
fecond  regiment  of  foot  guards, 
daughter  of  the  late  Marquis  of 
7V/eedale,  and  niece  to  the  prefent 
Marquis  at  Briftol. 

27.  The  Hon.  And  rev/  Leflie, 
fon  of  the  deceafed  John,  Earl  of 
Rothes,  at  Haddington,  in  Scot¬ 
land. 

31.  Lately,  The  Rt.  Hon.  John 
EarlDelawar,  VifcountCan- 
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taloupe,  Colonel  of  the  firft  troop 
of  horfe  guards,  a  Lieutenant- 
General  of  his  Majefty’s  forces, 
and  Chamberlain  to  the  Queen’s 
houlliold. 

Sept.  5.  John  Lewis  de  Golftein, 
Count  of  the  Holy  Roman  empire* 
Chamberlain  and  Privy-Counfellor 
to  the  Elector  Palatine,  and  Stadt- 
holder  of  the  dutchies  of  Juliers 
and  Berg,  at  Duffeldorp. 

The  Right  Honourable  William 
Knollis,  Earl  of  Banbury,  Vifcount 
Wallingford,  Baron  Knollis  of 
Greys,  and  a  Lieutenant-Colonel 
in  the  army,  at  his  brother’s  houfe 
at  Burford. 

Sir  Michael  Danvers,  of  Cul- 
worth,  in  Northamptonshire,  Bart, 
defcended  from  one  of  William  the 
Conqueror’s  officers,  on  whom  that 
prince  fettled  the  faid  manor.  Sir 
Michael’s  fortune,  which  is  very 
confiderable,  falls  to  a  maiden 
lifter. 

10.  Lady  Mary  Archer,  Lady  to 
John  Archer,  Efq;  and  aunt  to  the 
prefent  Earl  Fitzwilliam. 

13.  Captain  Everet,  of  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  fhip  the  Bedford,  of  74  guns, 
at  Woolwich 

14.  Lady  Anne  Monfon,  wife 
of  the  Hon.  George  Monfon,  one 
of  the  Supreme  Council  at  Bengal, 
and  filter  to  the  Earl  of  Darling® 
ton,  in  the  Eaft-Indies. 

1 6-  The  Hon-  Henry  Hope, 
fecond  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Hopeton^ 
at  Lyons  in  France. 

Lady  Dowager  Barker,  at  Kil¬ 
kenny,  in  Ireland. 

Jeremiah  Dyfon,  Efq;  Cofferer 
of  his  Majefty’s  houlliold.  Mem¬ 
ber  for  Horiham,  in  Suffex,  and 
one  ot  his  Majelty’s  Molt  Honour- 
able  Privy-Council. 

18.  John  Ellis,  Efq;  F.  R.  $. 
Agent  for  Weft-FIorida,  and  for 
(E  1  ?>  the 
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the  ifland  of  Dominica.  See  our 
Chronicle,  p*  189. 

23.  Henry  Banks,  Efq;  Com- 
miftioner  of  Cuftoms. 

24.  The  Right  Hon.  Charles 
Lord  Cadogan,  Baron  of  Oakley, 
Colonel  of  the  fecond  troop  of 
borfe  guards,  Governor  of  Gravef- 
#nd  and  Tiibury-Fort,  a  General 
of  his  Majefty’s  forces,  a  truftee 
of  the  Britiih  Mufeum,  and  F.  R.  S. 
in  the  ninety-fecond  year  of  his 
age. 

*9.  The  Right  Hon.  Stephen 
Fox,  Earl  of  Ilchefter,  Lord  Jl- 
chefter  and  Stavordale,  Baron 
Strangeways  of  Woodford  Strange- 
ways,  Baron  of  Redlynch,  one  of 
bis  Majefty’s  Moft  Hon.  Privy- 
Council,  and  Joint-Comptroller  of 
the  Army  Accounts,  at  Melbury 
in  Dorletfhire.  His  Lordfhip  was 
fuddenly  feized  with  the  diiorder 
which  cccafioned  his  death,  on 
Sunday  the  22d  ult.  and  never 
fpoke  afterwards. 

P'rancis  Herne,  Efq;  Member 
for  Camelford,  in  Cornwall. 

30.  Thomas  Whichcote,  Efq; 
who  formerly  reprefented  the  county 
of  Lincoln  in  parliament  thirty-fix 
years,  at  Harpfwell. 

Lately,  Col.  John  Horton,  of 
the  fit  ft  regiment  of  foot-guards. 

The  Right  Hon.  Anne  Countefs- 
Dowager  of  Abercorn,  aged  86, 
in  Grofvenor-Square. 

Sir  Robert  Kerr,  Bart,  at 
Kelfo. 

George  Gtbfon,  Efq;  fon  of 
the  late  Bifhop  ofLondpn,  of  that 
name.  See  our  Characters  for  the 
year  1763,  p.  12. 

Mr.  De  Vifme,  the  Britifti  En¬ 
voy  to  the  court  of  Stockholm. 

Mrs.  Mary  Leighton,  lifter  of 
Sir  Charles  Leighton,  of  Letoii, 
ftart.  at  Shrew  (bury.  . 


Philip  Baron  de  Spiegel,  Abbe 
'  of  Corvey,  and  a  Prince  of  the 
Holy  Roman  empire,  of  a  fit  of 
the  apoplexy,  at  Francfort. 

OCt.  2.  Sir  Alexander  Don,  Bart, 
of  Newton,  in  Scotland. 

3.  The  Hon,  Col.  Thomas  Mo- 
lyneux,  Member  for  Haflemere, 
and  a  Major  in  the  third  regiment 
of  foot  guards’,  in  Manchefter- 
Buildings,  Weftininfter. 

4.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady  Ca¬ 
tharine  Cochrane,  daughter  of 
Thomas  late  Earl  of  Dundonald* 
and  wife  to  William  Wood,  Efq; 

7.  Don  Nuno  Cajetan  Alvares 
Pereira  de  Mello,  Duke  of  Cada- 
val,  and  chief  of  a  branch  of  the 
houfe  of  Braganza,  in  Portugal. 

9.  The  Right  Hon.  Richard 
Lord  Onflow,  Baron  Onflow  and 
Clendon,  and  Baronet  ;  Lord- 
Lieutenant  and  Cuftos  Rotulorum 
of  the  county  of  Surry,  High- 
Steward  of  Guildford,  L.  L.  D.  a 
Privy  Counfellor,  and  one  of  the 
Knights  of  the  Moft  Honourable 
Order  of  the  Bath.  He  is  fuc- 
ceeded  in  title,  and  eftate  of 
1 8,oool.  a  year,  by  his  coufin,  Lord 
Cranley,  fon  to  the  late  Speaker 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 

11.  The  Right  Hon.  Sir  Wil¬ 
liam  Yorke,  late  Chief  JuMce  of 
the  court  of  Common- Pleas,  in 
Ireland  ;  but  had  retired  on  a  pen- 
lion.  See  our  Chronicle,  p.  189. 

13.  Lady  Ann  Stirling,  reliCfc 
of  Sir  Henry  Stirling,  of  Ardoch, 
Scotland,  Bart. 

14.  joftiua  Seabrooke,  Efq;  for¬ 
merly  a  commander  in  the  navy. 

19.  Robert  Pett,  Efq;  one  of 
the  Commilfioners  of  the  Victual¬ 
ling-  Office. 

John  Smith,  Efq;  Secretary  to 
the  Lord-Chancellor  of  Ireland. 

21.  Samuel  Mead,  Efq-  F.  R.  S. 

and 
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and  Commiftloner  of  his  Majefty’s 
Cuftoms. 

23.  The  Hon.  Mifs  Elifabeth 
Foley,  daughter  of  Lord  Foley. 

Mifs  Jane  Whichcote,  daughter 
of  Sir  Chriftopher  Whichcote, 
Bart. 

26.  Lady  Calder,  relift  of  the 
late  Sir  James  Calder,  Bart,  of 
Grofvenor-fquare. 

George  Williams,  Efq;  a  com¬ 
mander  in  the  royal  navy,  in  James- 
Street,  Weftminfter. 

— —  Buckle,  Efq;  brother  to 
Admiral  Buckle,  at  Bath. 

31.  Lately  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Cols¬ 
ton,  a  maiden  lady,  aged  90, 
daughter  of  the  late  Coionel  Cot¬ 
ton,  and  niece  to  Sir  Robert  Cot¬ 
ton. 

Lady  Whitford,  widow  of  the 
decealed  General  Sir  John  Whit¬ 
ford,  of  Whitford,  Bart. 

William  Parry,  Elq;  on  of  Ad¬ 
miral  Parry. 

The  Provincial  General  Thomas 
at  Chamblee,  in  Morth-America. 

Mr.  Reichie,  Relident  at  Copen¬ 
hagen  on  the  part  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  Hanoverian  dominions, 
in  his  83th  year.  He  had  been  in 
that  ftation  49  years. 

Nov.  r>2.  Lady  Dalfton,  relift  of 
Sir  George  Dalfton,  Bart,  of 
Heath,  in  the  county  of  York,  at 
St.  Omer’s. 

3.  The  Right  Hon.  Rob.  Earl 
of  Litchfield,  Vifcount  Qaarendon, 
Cuftos  Brevium,  in  the  court  of 
Common-Pleas,  aged  upwards  ot 
70,  by  a  fall  from  his  horfe,  as  he 
was  hunting  at  Ditchley,  in  Ox- 
fordftiire-  As  his  Lordfhip  has 
left  no  iffue,  the  title  is  exunft  : 
and  the  office  of  Cuftos  Brevium 
in  the  court  of  Common-Pleas,  an¬ 
nexed  to  the  title,  devolves  to  the 
crown. 
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*7-  James  Sayer,  Efq;  Vice-Ad¬ 
miral  of  the  White. 

19.  T  he  Hon.  Mrs.  Hervey, 
relift  of  the  Hon.  Willi  am  Hervey, 
unde  to  the  Earl  of  Briftol. 

20.  Peter  Chriftopher  Algeht, 
Efq;  Swedifli  Conful,  at  the  Hot- 
Wells,  Briftol. 

24.  Mrs.  O’Brien,  relift  of  the 
late  Admiral  O’Brien  in  the  ifle  of 
Wight. 

24.  George  Brown  of  Coalftoun, 
Elq;  one  of  the  Senators  of  the 
College  of  Juftice  in  Edinburgh. 

30.  The  Rev.  Robert  Gilbert, 
D.  D.  brother  of  the  late  Dr. 
Gilbert,  Archbiftiop  of  York,  one 
of  the  Canons  Refidentiary  of  the 
cathedral  church  of  Sarum,  and 
poffeffed  of  many  other  church 
preferments. 

Lately,  James  Dunn,  Efq;  late 
Lieutenant-Colonel  in  the  firft 
troop  of  horfe  guards. 

Mrs.  Chapman,  wife  of  the  Rev. 
Dr. Chapman,  Archdeacon  of  Sud¬ 
bury,  in  Suffolk. 

Admiral  Brice,  Commander  ofa 
fquaaron  of  American  veffels  of 
war,  at  Bolton. 

The  Hon.  Mrs.  ElizabethFor- 
refter,  at  Colerne,  Wilts. 

The  Cardinal  Patriarch  Archbi¬ 
ftiop  of  Lilbon. 

The  Dowager  Lady  Compton, 
at  Hartbury  in  Gloucefterftiire. 

Dec.  2.  Lady  Windlor,  relift  of 
the  late  Lord  Windfor,  and  mother 
to  Lady  Mountftewart. 

5.  Her  Grace  Elizabeth,  Du- 
chefs  of  Northumberland.  She 
was  in  her  own  right  Baronefs 
Percy,  Lucy,  Poynings,  Fitzpaine, 
Bryan,  and  Latimer  ;  was  heirefs 
and  foie  reprefentative  of  many 
great  families,  being  the  only 
daughter  of  Algernon  Seymour, 
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the  laft  Duke  of  Somerfet  of  his 
branch,  and  through  him  defcended 
from  the  dluftrious  family  of  Percy, 
ancient  Earls  of  Northumberland  $ 
his  Grace’s  mother  being  the  only 
child  of  Jofceline  Percy,  laft  Earl 
of  Northumberland,  who  died  in 
1670.  By  the  mo  ft  happy  mar¬ 
riage  with  his  Grace  the  prelent 
Duke  or  Northumberland,  ihe  has 
left  two  furviving  Tons,  viz.  ift. 
Hugh  Earl  Percy,  one  of  the 
members  for  Weltminfter,  who 
is  at  prefent  a  Lieutenant-General 
in  his  Majelfy’s  fervice  in  Ameri¬ 
ca,  and  who  fucceeds  her  Grace 
in  her  Baronial  honours  j  and  2dly, 
Lord  Algernon  Percy,  one  of  the 
Knights  ol  the  fhire  for  the  conn- , 
ty  of  Northumberland.  [For  a 
iketch  of  her  Grace’s  character, 
pleafe  to  turn  to  the  Chronicle 
p.  196] 

9.  Sir  James  Porter,  formerly 
his  Britannic  Majefty’s  Ambaflador 
at  Conftantinople,  and  Fellow  of 
the  Royal  Society,  in  Great  Marl- 
borough-ftreet. 

12.  The  Right  Hon.  William 
Lord  Falconer,  of  Haulkerfton, 
at  Groningen,  in  the  United  Pro¬ 
vinces. 

15.  His  Grace  the  Hon.  and 
Molt  Rev.  Dr.  Drummond,  bro¬ 
ther  to  the  Earl  of  K’nnoul,  Arch- 
bifhop  of  York,  and  Lord  High 
Almoner  to  the  King.  He  was  con- 
fecrated  a  biihop  in  the  year  1748, 
in  the  room  of  Dr.  Lille,  Biihop  of 
St.  Afaph,  from  whence  he  was 
tranflated  in  the  year  1761,  to  the 
fee  of  Sahlbury,  on  the  pi  emotion 
of  Dr.  Thomas  to  the  diocele  of 
Wincheiler,  and  was  foon  after- 
vardsadvanccd  to  the  Archiepifco- 


pal  fee  of  York,  on  the  death  of 
Archbifhop  Gilbert  101761.  His 
Grace  preached  the  fermon  at  the 
coronation  of  their  Majefties  in 
Weltminfter-Abbey,  Sept.  22. 

1 761. 

20.  The  Lady  of  Col.  St.  Leger, 
at  Parkhill,  in  Yorkfhire. 

22,  The  Hon.  Mils  Ifabella  Per- 
cival,  eld  eft  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Egmont. 

Capiaiu  James  Anftruther,  of 
the  58th  regiment  of  foot,  fon  of 
the  late  Sir  Philip  Anltruther,  of 
Balcalkie,  in  Scotland,  Bart,  at 
Jnergelly,  in  Fifelhire,  Scotland. 

The  Lady  of  Sir  John  Davy, 
Bart,  of  Creedy,  in  Devonfhire. 

27.  The  Right  Hon.  Lady 
Charlotte  Edwin. 

29.  Lady  Cornwallis,  relief  of 
the  late  General  Cornwallis,  for~ 
meriy  Governor  of  Gibraltar,  at 
her  feat  at  Bird-Hall  in  EiTex. 

31.  Lately,  Mrs.  Friend,  widow 
of  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Friend,  Dean, 
of  Canterbury,  at  Chelfea. 

Lady  Elizabeth  Barkeley,  re!i£t 
of  Lord  Berkeley  of  Stratton. 

Mrs.  —  Whalley,  relidt  of  the 
late  Dr.  Whalley,  and  mother  to 
the  Lady  of  Judge  Afhurft,  at 
Oxford. 

The  Hon.  Lieut.  William  Sin¬ 
clair,  fecond  Ton  of  the  Earl  of 
Caithnefs,  at  New-York. 

Mrs.  Mary  Fofter,  relidt  of  Tho¬ 
mas  Fofter,  Efq;  late  Member  for 
Dorchefter,  at  'Egham,  in  Surry. 

Thomas  Bayntun,  Efq;  brother 
to  Sir  Edward  Bayntun,  Bart. 

Henry  Vernon,  of  Thurlow,  Efq; 
brother  to  Lord  Vilcount  Orwell, 
of  Orweli-Park,  near  Ipfwich. 

Mrs-  Sufanna  Dennis,  filter  to 
Sir  Peter  Dennis,  Bart. 
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Summary  of  the  Trial  o/”  Elizabeth, 
f  iling  herfelf  Dutchefs  of  King- 
fton,  for  Bigamy ,  before  the  Houfe 
of  Lords  of  Great-Britain,  in 
Weftminfter-Hall,  on  Monday 
the  I $tb  of  April,  and  fever al 
fucceeding  Daysf  in  the  prefent 
Tear  1776. 

TH  E  peers  being  alfembled 
by  eleven,  the  commiflion 
read  and  the  ufual  formalities  ad- 
jufted,  proclamation  was  made  for 
the  appearance  of  the  Duchefs  of 
Kingtlon  in  difcharge  of  her  recog¬ 
nizance.  Her  Grace,  accompanied 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle,  Lord 
Mountftuart,  and  James  Laroche, 
Efq;  entered  the  court,  and  made 
her  obeifance  to  the  judges.  .  The 
indictment  was  then  read,  after 
which  the  Lord  High  -  Steward 
ftated  the  nature  of  the  offence 
with  which  the  lady  was  charged. 
Her  Grace  then  read  a  paper  to 
the  following  purport  : 

That  fhe  was  not  confcious  of 
.  having  committed  any  aCtof  a  cri¬ 
minal  nature.  That  fhe  had  never 
intentionally  violated  the  taws  of 
her  country.  That  fhv  had  no 
fooner  been  apprized  of  the  charge 
alledged  againtl  her,  than  fhe  tra¬ 
velled  from  Rome  to  England,  at 
the  hazard  of  her  life,  in  order  to 
appear  to  the  indictment,  and  thus 


defeat  the  malice  of  her  enemies. 
It  was  true  fhe  had  been  married 
to  an  illuftrious  perfonage.  But,  if 
it  was  a  crime  to  have  wedded  a 
noble  duke,  it  was  a  crime  fhe 
would  always  glory  in,  as  fhe 
might  date  the  sera  of  her  happineis 
and  of  her  honour  from  the  hour  of 
that  marriage.  She  had  not  been 
wedded  to  the  illuftrious  perfonage, 
without  having  previoufly  taken 
every  precaution  N  O  T  to  violate 
the  laws  of  her  country.  The 
court,  which  alone  had  competent 
jurifdiCtion  of  the  matter,  had  pro¬ 
nounced  a  fentence,  whereby  her 
Grace  was  decreed  to  be  free  from 
all  matrimonial  engagements  con- 
fequently  a  fingle  woman  ;  and,  if 
a  fingle  woman,  fhe  had  a  right  to 
accept  the  hand  of  the  noble  per¬ 
fonage.  Under  fuch  circumftan- 
ces,  therefore,  fhe  had  been  mar¬ 
ried  to  the  Duke  of  Kingfton  ;  un¬ 
der  fuch  circumftances  fhe  was  in- 
titled  to  marry  him  ;  and,  if  fhe 
had  erred,  her  error  proceeding, 
not  from  any  intentional  violation 
of  the  laws,  her  confcience  bore 
teftimony  to  the  truth  of  the  alier- 
tion,  whilft  her  lips  pronounced  her 
to  be  NOT  GUILTY. 

The  council  then  for  and  againft 
the  profecution,  entered  into  the 
arguments  on  both  fides,  which 
took  up  two  days,  when  the  court 
[£*]  4  adjourned 
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adjourned  to  Friday,  April  19,  on 
which  day  the  council  having  fi- 
nifhed  their  pleadings,  Lord  Gow¬ 
er  moved  to  adjourn  to  their  own 
houte,  and  as  foon  as  their  Lord- 
fhips  were  feated  in  the  parliament 
chamber,  Lord  Camden  put  the 
two  following  questions  to  the 
Judges : 

“  Whether  a  fentence  of  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Court  againft  a  mar¬ 
riage  in  a  fuit  of  jactitation  of 
marriage  is  conclusive  evidence,  fo 
as  to  flop  the  crown  from  proving 
the  faid  marriage  on  an  indictment 
for  polygamy.” 

And,  “  Whether,  admitting 
fuch  fentence  to  be  conclufive  upon 
fuch  indictment,  the  crown  may 
be  admitted  to  avoid  the  effeCt  ©f 
fuch  indictment  by  proving  the 
fame  to  have  been  obtained  by 
fraud  or  colIufionT 

Lord  Chief  juftice  De  Grey 
delivered  the  opinion  of  the  judges. 
He  informed  their  Lordfhips,  that, 
the  reft  of  his  brethren  being  una¬ 
nimous  with  him,  it  had  of  courfe 
fallen  to  his  lot  to  declare  to  their 
Lordfhips  their  opinions;  and  at 
the  fame  time  to  ftate  the  general 
grounds  on  which  it  was  founded. 

The  fir  ft  queltion  he  anfwered 
in  the  negative,  becaufe  no  civil 
fentence  whatever  Can  prevent  a 
prolecution  on  an  indictment  in 
which  the  crown  is  the  profeciitor. 
The  fecond  he  anfwered  in  the  af¬ 
firmative,  becaufe  it  was  neceffari- 
ly  included  in  the  firft  ;  and  becaufe 
no  fraudulent  aCt  of  any  two  par¬ 
ties  can  be  binding  or  conclufive 
on  a  third,  without  their  participa¬ 
tion  or  coin  fen  t,  even  in  a  civil 
cafe,  much  lefs  in  a  matter  in  which 
the  general  juftice  of  the  nation 
and  execution  of  the  laws  are  con¬ 
cerned.  This  was  the  whole  fub- 


france  of  what  the  Chief  juftice 
delivered. 

In  about  an  hour  and  an  half 
their  lordfhips  returned  into  court, 
when  the  Lord  Steward  deftred 
Mr  Attorney-General  to  proceed 
in  fupport  of  the  profecution. 

Mr.  Attorney,  after  opening  the 
cafe,  ftated  the  nature  of  the  evi¬ 
dence  he  was  inftru&ed  to  lay  be¬ 
fore  their  Lordfhips.  The  firft 
witnefs  he  called  was 

Anne  Cradock.  She  faid  fhe 
knew  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  for 
upwards  of  30  years  ;  that,  in 
July  1744,  five  and  Mrs.  Hanmer, 
aunt  to  the  prifoner,  to  whom  fhe 
was  fervant,  were  in  London  ; 
that  the  lady,  then  Mifs  Chudleigh, 
accompanied  her  aunt  down  '  to 
Hampfhire,  where  Mrs  Hanmer 
refided,  at  a  Mr.  Merrill's  /  that, 
in  a  few  days,  there  being  races  at 
WinChefter,  the  lady  with  her  aunt 
went  there,  where  fhe  firft  faw  Mr. 
Hervey,  then  a  lieutenant  in  the 
navy  *  that  interview  gave  birth 
to  a  marriage,  which  took  place 
between  them  on  the  4th  of  Auguft 
the  fame  year,  in  Launcefton  cha¬ 
pel,  in  faid  county,  at  which  fhe 
herlelf  Was  prefent  ;  that  every 
precaution  was  taken  to  render  it 
as  private  as  jsoffible,  on  account 
of  the  then  fituation  of  the  parties ; 
that  Mr.  Hervey  in  a  few  days, 
during  which  time  he  and  the  pri¬ 
foner  at  the  bar  cohabited  as  man 
and  wife,  repaired  aboard  Admiral 
Danvers’s  fleet,  then  deftined  for 
the  Eaft-Indies  ;  that  a  Mr. 
Mountriey,  the  lady’s  aunt,  Mrs, 
Hanmer,  and  Mr.  Merril,  were 
prefent  at  the  marriage  ;  that  fhe 
the  witnefs  afterwards  came  to 
live  with  the  priloner,  and  that 
ftie  told  her  file  had  a  child  by 
Mr.  Hervey,  and  promifed  to 
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Sake  her  out  one  day  in  the  Prince’s 
coach  to  Chelfea,  where  the  child 
was  at  nurle,  to  diew  him  to  her, 
obferving  at  the  lame  time,  that 
the  child  was  extremely  like  Mr. 
Hervey,  the  lather ;  that  the  even¬ 
ing  appointed  for  thatpurpofe,  the 
lady  informed  the  witnefs,  that 
the  child  had  died  in  the  mean 
time,  and  was  buried  in  Chelfea. 
On  crols  examination  die  faid,  die 
never  faw  the  child  ;  that  the  mar¬ 
riage  was  performed  late  at  night, 
fhe  could  not  tell  the  hour  }  that 
the  only  light  in  the  church  was  a 
wax  taper,  placed  in  the  bowl  of 
Mr.  Mountney’s  hat;  that  fhe  never 
faid  fhe  expected  any  advantage 
from  the  event  of  the  trial.  Be¬ 
ing  afked  by  Lord  Hillfl^orojugh  if 
ilie  had  not  received  a  letter  from 
fome  perfon,  promifing  a  reward 
relative  to  the  evidence  which  fhe 
might  give  in  this  trial  ?  fhe  faid 
die  had,  from  one  Foffard,  a  ftable- 
keeper  in  Piccadilly  ;  and  that,  on 
receiving  this  letter,  die  diewed  it 
%o  a  Mr.  Harding  ;  that  he  pro- 
pofed  to  communicate  the  contents 
of  it  to  Mr.  Hervey  ;  that,  after 
many  conventions  and  meffages 
between  Mr.  Hervey,  Mr.  Harding, 
and  the  witnefs,  die  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Harding,  who  defired 
her  as  from  Mr.  Hervey,  to  keep 
itfafe.  That  the  letter  contained 
a  promife  of  a  finecure  place.  Ad¬ 
journed. 

On  Saturday  morning  the  peers 
met  again,  when  Ann  Cradock 
underwent  a  further  examination. 
The  Lords  Derby,  Hillfborough, 
Buckingbamlhire,  &c.  putting  va¬ 
rious  queftions  to  her  refpedting  her 
prefent  fituation  —  her  future  de¬ 
pendence  ; — whether  die  was  pro- 
tnifed  any  film  by  the  profecutor, 
;f  fhe  gave  fitch  tedirnony  as  would 
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convift  the  lady  at  the  bar,  Sec. 
—  to  all  which  die  gave  rather 
evafive  anfwers,  but  at  lad  con- 
feffed  the  agency  employed  to 
offer  her  pecuniary  terms,  if  fhe 
would  appear  againft  the  prifoner. 

Csefar  Hawkins,  Efq;  Serjeant 
Surgeon,  being  next  called  upon, 
begged  to  be  informed,  whether 
he  was  bound  to  difclofe  conversa¬ 
tion  imparted  to  him  confiden¬ 
tially*  and  in  the  way  of  his  pro- 
fefiion. 

Lord  Mansfield.  My  Lords,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  witnefs  to  give 
every  information  in  his  power  to 
this  court,  touching  the  matter  in 
quedion. 

Csefar  Hawkins,  Efq;  had  known 
her  Grace  for  many  years,  he  be¬ 
lieved  30 —  Had  heard  of  a  mar¬ 
riage  between  her  and  Mr.  Her¬ 
vey,  which  was  mentioned  to  him 
by  both  of  them  before  Mr.  Her4” 
vey  went  lad  to  fea  —  that  there 
was  a  child,  as  he  believes,  of  that 
marriage  —  was  in  the  room,  at 
her  Grace’s  defire,  when  the  boy 
was  born,  and  faw  it  once  after¬ 
wards  before  it  died — was  fent  for 
by  Mr.  Hervey  after  his  return 
from  fea,  and  defired  by  him  to 
wait  upon  the  prifoner  with  pro- 
pofals  refpedting  a  divorce  ;  but 
that  her  Grace  refufed  to  liden  to 
any  terms— that  feveral  meffages 
pafTedonthis  point. —  That  fome 
time  after  her  Grace  frequently 
honoured  his  wife  with  a  vifit,  and 
told  him  one  day  at  his  own  houfe, 
that  die  had  indituted  a  ja&itation 
fuit  in  the  Commons  againd  Mr. 
Hervey  ;  that,  another  time  when 
die  came,  die  was  very  grave,  and 
defired  him  to  withdraw  with  her 
into  the  next  room  ;  where  die 
told  him  die  was  very  unhappy  ; 
for  that  at  Doctors  Commons  they 
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had  tendered  her  an  oath,  which 
ihe  had  long  dreaded  they  would, 
to  fwear  ihe  was  not  married, 
which  die  would  not  do  : —  but, 
not  long  after,  upon  another  vifit* 
told  him,  that  die  had  obtained 
a  ientence,  which  was  irrevo¬ 
cable,  unlefs  in  fo  many  days 
Mr.  Hervey  took  fome  certain 
mode,  which  die  did  not  exped  he 
would.  On  hearing  this,  the  wit- 
nefs  afked  how  fhe  got  over  the 
oath  ?  She  replied,  that  the  mat¬ 
ter  of  the  marriage  was  fo  blended 
with  fuch  a  number  of  fa  Hi  ties, 
that  die  could  eafily  reconcile  it  to 
her  confcience,  particularly  as  the 
ceremony  was  fo  fcrambling  and 
jhabby  a  bufmefs,  that  die  might 
as  fafely  fwear  fhe  was  not  married 
as  that  die  was. 

Council.  Was  there  no  bond 
for  a  fum  or  fums  of  money  pafted 
between  them  to  your  knowledge 

on  this  occafion  ? — Not  any. - - 

Were  not  you  a  truftee  to  fuch 
bond  ? — Never. 

The  Duke  of  Grafton  and  fe¬ 
deral  other  peers  put  many  ques¬ 
tions  to  him  relative  to  the  child— 
whether  he  believed  it  to  be  the 
lady’s  at  the  bar? — To  which  he 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative. — Whe¬ 
ther  he  knew  the  child  was  really 
dead  ? — Could  not  fay  ;  was  only 
informed  fo  by  the  noble  prifoner. 

Lord  Barrington  was  next  called 
upon  and  fworn.  He  was  afked, 
whether  he  knew  any  thing  of  a 
marriage  between  the  lady  at  the 
bar  and  Mr.  Hervey,  now  Earl  of 
Briftol.  He  defired  to  be  excufed 
anfwering  that  queftion,  as  it  would 
be  betraying  private  converlation, 
which  as  a  man  of  honour  and  a 
gentleman  he  could  never  conknt 
to. 

Lord  Mansfield  obferved,  that 


he  was  now  before  a  court  of  cri¬ 
minal  judicature  that  he  was  not 
obliged  to  give  any  teftimony  but 
whai  might  be  deemed  legal  evi- 
dence  ;  but,  as  far  as  the  queftion 
related  to  matter  of  legal  evidence, 
he  was  obliged  to  anfwer. 

Lord  Camden,  the  Duke  of 
Manchefter,  Lord  Radnor,  and  fe- 
veral  other  lords  contended,  that 
his  lordfhip  was  bound  to  anfwer 
at  all  events,  as  he  was  upon  his 
oath  ;  therefore  his  lordfhip  was 
called  on  by  Lord  Radnor  to  an¬ 
fwer  the  queftion,  Whether  he 
knew  any  thing  of  a  marriage  be¬ 
tween  the  prifoner  at  the  bar  and 
Mr.  Hervey  ?  But  he  again  de¬ 
clined  to  anfwer  it. 

A  motion  of  adjournment  was 
then  made  by  Lord  Radnor,  and 
agreed  to,  and  their  Lordfhips  ac¬ 
cordingly  adjourned  to  their  own 
iioufes.  About  five  o’clock,  their 
Lordihips  returned,  when  the  Lord 
High  Steward  addreffed  the  witnefs 
to  the  following  effed  : 

i(  Lord  Vifcount  Barrington,  it 
is  the  opinion  of  their  Lordfhips 
that  you  fhali  anfwer  ail  fuch  quefi- 
lions  as  may  be  put  to  you,  re- 
fpeding  what  you  know  relative  to 
the  marriage  between  the  prifoner 
at  the  bar  and  Mr.  Hervey.” 

Lord  Vifcount  Barrington.  My 
Lords,  I  am  forry  to  give  this 
houfe  a  moment’s  unneceflary  trou¬ 
ble  ^  yet  I  mull  again  repeat,  I 
have  flili  my  doubts,  whether  I 
can  in  honour  anfwer  any  fuch 
queftion,  as  that  now  put  to  me  by 
the  noble  Lord  ;  however,  as  I  en¬ 
tertain  a  iefs  opinion  of  my  own 
judgment  than  that  of  others,  I 
beg  your  Lordfhips  will  permit  me 
to  put  a  queftion  to  the  learned 
counfel-^-Whether,  if  I  do  not 
give  an  anfwer  to  thefe  queftions,  I 

fhali 


THE  CHRONICLE. 


[235 


fball  be  guilty  of  perjury  ?  [Here 
the  Sollicitor-General  whilpered 
in  his  ear.] — My  Lords,  the  Soi- 
licitor-General  has  informed  me, 
that,  by  the  oath  I  have  taken,  I 
am  bound  to  give  evidence  ;  I  am 
therefore  under  the  direction  of 
the  Houfe  ;  and  beg  pardon  of  your 
Lordfhips  for  having  given  the 
Court  fo  much  trouble. 

Duke  of  Richmond.  If  [  un¬ 
derhand  any  thing  of  the  bufinels 
of  th  is  Houfe,  no  law  quelfion 
(notwithftanding  his  Lordfhip’s 
nice  confcience)  is  ever  to  be  put 
to  the  counfel  at  the  bar,  but  to 
the  Houfe,  who  only  are  to  decide 
upon  it  j  or,  if  they  find  it  expe¬ 
dient  they  take  the  opinion  of  the 
Judges  : — However,  that  being 
now  unneceflary,  I  would  afk  the 
noble  Lord  a  queftion  or  two. — 
Here  his  Grace  and  the  Earl  of 
Radnor  alked  him  a  few  queftions  $ 
his  anfwer  to  which  only  proved, 
that  he  had  heard  Mr.  Hervey  and 
the  lady  at  the  bar  fay,  that  they 
were  married,  and  that  there  was 
a  child,  the  iffiie  of  that  marriage  • 
but  that  he  did  not  know  either,  of 
his  own  knowledge. 

The  officer  from  DoCtors  Com¬ 
mons  was  next  examined',  to  prove 
that  the  lady  at  the  bar  and  the 
late  Duke  ofKingfton  were  mar¬ 
ried  in  February  1769.  by  a  li¬ 
cence  from  the  Archbilhop  of  Can¬ 
terbury. 

To  prove  the  certificate  of  the 
marriage,  a  gentleman  from  the 
Chancellor's  court,  of  the  dio- 
cefe  of  Winchefter,  was  produced 
to  prove  the  regular  entry  of 
it. 

The  court  rofe  at  feven  o’clock, 
and  adjourned  to  the  chamber  of 
parliament  ;  after  which  their 
Lordfhips  adjourned  to  their  own 


houfes,  till  ten  o’clock  on  Monday 
morning,  when  the  bufinefs  again 
commenced,  with  the  examination 
of  leveral  wiineffes  in  behalf  of  the 
Dutchefs  of  Kingfton. 

Mrs.  Pritchard  was  called  to  in¬ 
validate  the  teftimony  of  Ann  Cra- 
dock.  She  depofed,  that  the  laid 
Ann  Cradock  had  frequently  de¬ 
clared  in  her  prefence,  that  ihe 
expected  a  confiderable  fortune,  in 
cafe  the  event  of  the  profecution 
fhould  prove  unfavourable  to  the 
Duchefs  of  Kingdom  Mrs.  Piit- 
chard  further  declared,  that,  this 
fame  evidence,  Cradock,  had,  at 
various  times  confefled,  flie  did 
not  hear  a  Ly liable  of  the  marriage 
ceremony  performed. 

The  evidence  being  finally  clofed, 
the  Dutchefs  of  Kingston  read  her 
defence  to  the  court,ttaied  the  faCts 
alleged  againft  her,  and  endea¬ 
voured  to  invalidate  them  by  argu¬ 
ments  of  the  ftrongeft  nature.  If 
fhe  had  been  culpable,  whom  had 
die  to  blame  for  that  culpability  l 
The  crime  charged  in  the  indict¬ 
ment,  was  an  offence  againft  the 
law.  Care  had  been  taken  through¬ 
out  the  whole  ot  the  procefs  in  the 
Ecclefiaftical  Court,  that  no  offence 
fhould  be  committed  againft  the 
law.  Had  fhe  not  conceived 
that  an  ecclefiaftical  fentence,  in 
a  jaClitation  caufe  like  this,  was 
equivalent  to  a  divorce,  as  to  all 
purpofes  of  a  fecond  marriage,  fhe 
never  would  have  intermarried 
with  the  Duke  of  Kingiton.  Her 
Grace  had  endeavoured  to  obtain 
the  beft  advice  on  the  fubjeCt  The 
beft  advice  fhe  could  obtain  au- 
thoriled  her  marriage.  Thus  fanc- 
tioned  in  the  commiliion  of  a  deed, 
could  that  be  conftrued  into  a  crimp 
which  the  Ecclefiaftical  Court  had 
authorifed  ?  If  iiich  was  indeed 
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the  cafe,  the  Duchefs  had  only  to 
lament,  that  Hie  had  been  guided 
by  falfe  lights,  hung  out  to  allure 
the  ignorant  into  the  paths  of  de¬ 
ception. 

Silence  being  proclaimed,  the 
Soilicitor-General  Hated  the  feve- 
ral  fads  in  the  order  in  which  they 
had  been  proved  ;  and,  forbearing 
to  enlarge  a  tittle  on  the  charge,  he 
left  their  Lord Ihips  to  fubftantiate, 
by  their  verdid,  the  criminality  or 
innocence  of  the  deed. 

The  Lords  adjourned  to  the 
Chamber  of  Parliament,  and,  after 
their  return  to  the  hall,  the  Lord 
High  Steward  put  to  each  Lord  the 
following  queftion  : 

‘  How  fays  your  Lord lliip  ?  Is 
the  Lady  at  the  bar  guilty  of  the 
felony  whereof  Hie  Hands  indided, 
or  not  guilty  ?’ 

The  numbers  having  been  count¬ 
ed,  the  Dutchefs  of  Kingfton  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  informed, 
by  the  Lord  High  Steward,  that 
the  Lords  had,  by  their  fuftrages, 
prononnced  her  to  be— -GUILTY. 

The  prifoner  claimed  her  privi¬ 
lege  of  peerage,  which  gave  rife 
to  a  laboured  fpeech  of  the  Attor¬ 
ney-General,  wherein  he  attempt¬ 
ed  to  prove,  that,  although  Peers 
were  by  itatute,  exempt  from  cor¬ 
poral  puniHunent  for  clergyable 
offences,  yet  PeereHes  had  not  the 
leaft  title  to  the  fame  exemption. 

Meffrs.  Wallace  and  Mansfield 
replied. 

The  Attorney-General  defended 
Iiis  former  pofhion,  and  the  Lords 
adjourned  to  the  Chamber  of  Par¬ 
liament  to  debate  on  the  matter. 
On  their  return,  the  prifoner  was 
called  to  the  bar,  and  the  Lord 
High  Steward  announced  it  to  be 
the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe,  {  that  the 


Dutchefs  fliould  be  allowed  the  pri¬ 
vilege  Hie  had  clained.’  By  confe- 
quence,  as  a  peerefs,  Hie  could  en¬ 
dure  no  kind  of  corporal  puniHi- 
ment,  and  was  difeharged  on  this 
condition,  that  Hie  paid  her  fees. 

Notice  being  then  given  that  the 
Lord  High  Steward’s  commiHion 
was  at  an  end,  ho  rofe,  and  broke 
his  white  ftaff ;  and  proclamation 
was  made,  ordering  every  perfon 
to  depart,  and  repair  quietly  home 
in  God’s  peace  and  the  King’s 
peace. 

The  counfel  for  the  profecution 
were  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor- 
General  ;  Dr.  Harris,  Serjeant 
Walker,  Mr.  Maddock,  Mr.  Dun¬ 
ning,  and  Mr.  Hargrave;  with 
Mr.  Roger  Altham,  as  Prodlor. 
For  the  Duchefs  of  Kingfton,  the 
counfel  were,  Dr.  Calvert,  Dr. 
Wynne,  Mr.  Wallace,  Mr,  Mans¬ 
field,  Serjeant  Davy,  Mr.  Cox, 
Mr.  Leigh,  Mr.  Buller,  and  Mr. 
Hardinge  with  Mr.  BiHiop,  as 
Prodlor. 


A  fhort  Review  of  Mr.  Garrick’# 
1 Theatrical  Reign ,  with  fome  Par¬ 
ticulars  oj  the  former  Part  of  his 
Life ,  &c. 

MR.  Garrick  is  the  fon  of  an 
officer  of  rank  in  the  army. 
He  was  born  at  Hereford,  in  the 
year  1717.  After  receiving  a  very 
liberal  and  polite  education,  he 
engaged  in  commerce,  as  a  wine- 
merchant,  in  which  purfuit  he 
continued  for  fome  years  ;  but, 
not  meeting  with  the  fuccefs  he 
expected,  he  declined  it  ;  when, 
being  perfuaded  by  his  friends  he 
had  uncommon  abilities  for  the 
ftage,  he  appeared  the  hrft  time  in 
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public  at  the  theatre  in  Goodman’s- 
tields,  in  the  character  of  Richard 
III.  when  he  met  with  luch  un¬ 
common  applaufe,  as  convinced 
him  his  friends  had  not  flattered 
him.  This  was  in  1740,  and  he 
fbon  after  quitted  that  part  of  the 
town  for  the  more  polite  circle  of 
Covent-garden,  where  he  played 
to  crowded  houfes,  and  in  every 
chaiader  received  additional  ap¬ 
plaufe.  His  merits,  as  an  adtor, 
in  almoll  every  walk,  ere  fo  uni- 
verfal,  that  it  would  be  needlefs  to 
enter  into  a  detail  of  them  here, 
Ireland,  as  well  as  England,  ha¬ 
ving  borne  witnefs  of  his  excel¬ 
lencies.  Nevertheiefs,  it  mult,  in 
juftice,  be  acknowledged,  in  fome 
particular  parts  he  has  had  his  ri¬ 
vals,  if  not  his  fuperiors.  Mr. 
Barry,  in  Otheilo,  furpaffed  Mr. 
Garrick  ;  in  Romeo,  it  was  a  nice 
competition  for  many  fuccefiive 
nights  ;  but  the  elegance  of  Mr. 
Barry’s  figure,  at  that  time,  Teem¬ 
ed  to  preponderate  the  fcale  in  his 
favour.  Mr.  Powell’s  Jaffier,  and 
his  Caftalio,  it  was  judged  by 
many  Mr.  Garrick  could  not  reach. 
VVetlon  was,  p-rhaps,  the  bell; 
Scrub  that  ever  appeared  upon  any 
ftage  ;  and  his  Abel  Drugger  was 
pronounced,  by  the  dramatic  con- 
noifl'eurs,  nearly  upon,  a  par  with 
Rofcius’s.  But  then  Mr.  Garrick’s 
univerfaliiy  rendered  him  fuperior 
to  any  performer  the  writer  of  this 
article  ever  faw,  or  probably  ever 
will  fee  ;  and  he  can  make  no  com¬ 
panions  but  from  hearfay,  be- 
ween  him  and  a  Betterton,  a 
Booth,  a  Wilks,  &c. 

In  the  year  1747  he  commenced 
oipp*-patentee  (with  the  late  Afir. 
Lacey)  and  chief  manager  of 
L)rury-iane  Theatre.  About  the 
ame  time,  he  married  the  amiable 
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and  accomplifhed  Signiora  Vio- 
letti,  who  was  poiTelfed  of  a  very 
eafy  fortune.  This  lady  had 
danced  upon  the  ftage,  but  had  re¬ 
tired  from  it  for  fome  time,  to  be 
the  companion  of  the  Countefs  of 
Burlington,  who  made  her  this 
ample  provifion  upon  her  mar¬ 
riage. 

We  are  now  to  confider  Mr.  Gar¬ 
rick  as  a  manager,  and  his  condu& 
in  this  refpedthas  not  efcaped  from 
many  fevere  animadverfions.  He 
has  often  hit  the  tafie  of  the  town, 
but  has  fometimes  miftaken  the 
fenfe  of  the  people.  His  ill-timed 
reprelentation  of  the  Chinefe  Fef- 
tival,  juft  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  laft  war,  had  the  effedt  that 
moft  unprejudiced  people  thought  ; 
the  galleries  and  pit  took  the  alarm 
at  luch  a  number  of  foreigners  be¬ 
ing  imported  upon  the  occaficm  ; 
and  though  all  national  prejudices 
fhould  be  laid  afide,  efpecially  in 
our  amufements,yet  they  failed  not 
to  prevailupon  thisoccafion,  great¬ 
ly  to  Mr.  Garrick’s  detriment. 
However,  it  mull  be  acknowledg¬ 
ed,  that  this  gentleman  has  con- 
ftantly  fiudied  to  pl<  afe  the  town, 
fpared  no  expence  to  effect  it,  ami 
has  generally  lucceeded.  If  the 
erroneous  tafie  of  the  public  has 
induced  him  to  run  into  fome  ab- 
furdities,  it  was  to  gratify  their 
vitiated  palates,  which  could  not 
be  pteafed  with  rational  entertain¬ 
ments.  Had  they  been  difliked, 
they  would  have  been  damned ; 
but,  as  they  met  with  applaufe, 
this  is  the  fureft  tefi  of  their  fuit- 
ing  the  genius  of  the  times. 

Inconfidering  ttys  gentleman  as 
a  writer,  we  muff  allow  him  con- 
fiderable  merit  ;  and  although 
mofi  ol  his  dramatic  pieces  are 
imitations  from,  the  French,  he  ha# 
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always  given  fuch  a  novel  turn  of 
wit,  humour,  and  character,  that 
they  are  tar  fuperiOr  to  the  home- 
fpun  manufactures  of  our  modern 
writers.  His  Lethe,  Lying  Va¬ 
let,  Guardian,  &c.  are  undenia¬ 
ble  proofs  of  this  afTertion.  His 
judicious  alterations  of  many  old 
plays  have  alfo  evinced  his  talle 
ind  delicacy.  His  prologues  have 
conftantly  met  with  univerfal  ap* 
probation- — but  there  is  one  poe¬ 
tical  piece,  which  has  been  gene¬ 
rally  afct  ibed  to  him,  and  which  he 
has  never  denied,  that  will  do 
immortal  honour  to  his  pen  ;  this 
is  the  Ode  on  the  Death  of  the  late 
Mr.  Pelham-. 

Mr.  Garrick  may,  upon  the 
whole,  he  considered  as  a  pheno¬ 
menon  of  this  age  ;  and,  in  the 
collected  character  of  after,  author, 
and  the  agreeable  companion,  vve, 
probably,  “  ne’er  fhaii  look  upon 
his  like  again.”  Town  and  Coun¬ 
try  Magazine.  See  our  Poetry  for 
Lit  year,  p.  199, 


Heads  of  an  Act  paffed  on  the  2^d  of 
May ,  1776,  being  the  la. ft  Day  of 
the  Lift  S  eft  on  of  Parliament ,  for 
the  Relief  of  Influent  Debtors. 

HIS  aCt  extends  it.felf  only 
to  perfons  who  are  not  in¬ 
debted  to  any  one  creditor  in  a 
greater  him  than  icool.  and  who 
ihali  furrender  up,  on  oath,  all 
their  property  and  eftefts  for  the 
benefit  of  their  creditors  in  gene¬ 
ral  ;  after  which,  their  perfons, 
and  peilonal  thefts,  which  they 
may  in  future  acquire,  are  to  be 
for  ever  free  from  all  Claims  or  de¬ 
mands,  .cn  account  of  debts  con¬ 
tracted  before  the  twenty- fecond 
day  of  January  iaft  5  ’but  ail  future 
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acquisitions  of  real  property  of 
money  in  the  funds,  are  lubjected 
to  the  claims  of  their  feveral  cre¬ 
ditors. 

Thole  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
this  aft  are, 

I.  Perfons  arrefted  for  debt,  and 
held  to  bail,  on  or  before  the  firft: 
day  of  January  laft,  who  dial!  fur- 
render  themfelves  to  prilon,  on  or 
before  the  twenty-ftxth  day  of  June 
next. 

II.  Perfons  who  were  arrefted 
for  debt  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  January  Iaft,  and 
have  remained  ever  ftnce  in  the 
aftual  cuftody  of  the  keeper  of  one 
of  his  Majefty’s  prifons  ;  crown 
debtors  excepted. 

HI.  Fugitives  for  debt,  who 
were  aftuaily  beyond  fea  on  the 
twenty-fecond  day  of  January  laft, 
and  who  dial!  furrender  themfelves 
within  fourteen  days  next  immedi¬ 
ately  after  their  landing  in  Eng¬ 
land  to  the  keeper  of  the  King’s  - 
bench,  Marfhalfea,  or  Fleet  prL 
fons,  or  to  the  keeper  of  the  prifon 
of  any  diftiift,  in  which  they  Iaft; 
dwelt,  for  the  fpace  of  fix  months 
before  they  abfconded.  But  no 
difcharge  can  be  granted  loj  fugi¬ 
tives  after  the  firft  day  of  Auguft* 
one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-eight. 

IV.  Commidion  or  Warrant  Of¬ 
ficers,  in  his  JVIajefty’s  fea  or  land 
fervice,  now  upon  the  full  or  half¬ 
pay  lift,  who,  for  fear  of  arrefts, 
have  taken  ilielter  in  privileged 
places,  or  who  have  been  thrown 
into  jail,  and  are  not  under  thee 
defeription  of  thofe  perfons  who 
can  take  benefit  of  the  other  pro- 
vifions  of  this  aft,  are  to  be  con- 
fidered  as  fugitives,  and  equally 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  aftj 
provided  they  furrender  themfelves 
on  or  before  the  twenty- fixth  day 


THE  CHRONICLE. 


of  June  next,  to  the  keeper  of  any 
of  his  Majefty’s  prifons,  in  the 
manner  prefcribed  for  fugitive 
debtors  returning  from  foreign 
parts. 

V.  Perfons,  againft  whom  com- 
miflions  of  bankruptcy  have  been 
iflued  on  or  before  the  twenty- 
fecond  day  of  January  laft,  and 
who  are  now  in  prifon  for  debt 
only  (not  contumacy),  or  who  are 
now  lecreting  themfelves  for  fear 
of  their  creditors ;  or  perfons  who 
were  in  prifon  for  debt  on  the 
twenty- fecond  day  of  January  laft, 
and  againft  whom  commiftions  of 
bankruptcy  have  been  lince  award¬ 
ed,  may  fummon  their  plaintiffs 
before  one  of  the  Judges  of  the 
court  wherein  the  procefs  iflued, 
on  which  they  are  €>r  may  be  de¬ 
tained,  or  (if  the  Judge  live  at  a 
diftance)  before  any  juftice  of  the 
peace  ;  and  on  the  plaintiff’s  not 
appearing,  or  not  proving  that  fuch 
bankrupts  have  concealed  any  part 
of  their  eftate  or  effcfts,  or  have 
not  duly  conformed  themfelves  to 
the  laws  now  in  force  againft  bank¬ 
rupts,  fuch  Judge  or  Juftice  fhall 
difcharge  them  on  their  taking  an 
oath  that  the  caufe  of  abtion  arofe 
previous  to  the  iflfuingof  the  coin- 
million  againft  them,  and  cauling 
common  appearance  to  be  enter¬ 
ed  for  them,  where  neceflary,  in 
every  fuch  fuit. 

VI.  Bankrupts  againft  whom 
commiftions  have  been  iffued  on  or 
before  the  twenty-fecond  day  of 
January  laft,  having  fully  con¬ 
formed  to  the  bankrupt  laws  now 
in  being,  and  not  having  been 
committed  to  prifon  for  any  aft  of 
contumacy,  &c.  may  it  their 
creditors  perfilt  in  refuting  their 
certificates  after  the  expiration  of 
twelve  months,  apply  to  the  Lord. 
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Chancellor,  who  on  the  report  of 
the  Commiflioners,  has  a  difereti- 
onary  power  to  order  an  adver- 
tifement  to  be  inferted  in  the  Gaz¬ 
ette  for  the  allowance  of  the  certi¬ 
ficates  of  fuch  bankrupts,  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  to  the  fame  ef¬ 
fect,  as  if  they  had  been  figned  by 
four-fifths  in  number  and  value  of 
their  creditors. 

To  prevent  impositions,  the  dif¬ 
ferent  gaolers  ate  immediately,  af¬ 
ter  the  palling  this  aft,  to  give  in  to 
the  Juftices  of  the  peace,  at  their 
firft  or  fecond  General  Quarter 
Seftions,  an  alphabetical  lift  of  the 
prifoners  who  were  confined  in 
their  feveral  gaols  for  debt  on  the 
22(1  day  of  January  laft,  or  fince 
that  date,  Under  the  terms  and 
conditions  of  this  Aft,  with  the 
time  when  charged,  and  at  whofe 
fuit.  Thefe  lifts  to  be  fworn  to  and 
fubferibed  in  court,  and  to  remain 
in  the  poflefllon  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace  j  and  there  copies  of  the  fe¬ 
vered  lifts  are  to  be  fixed  up  in  the 
moll  confpicuous  parts  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  prifons.  And  the  gaoler  is 
further  to  make  oath,  that  the 
perfons  whole  names  are  inferted 
in  the  faid  lifts,  have  not  to  his 
knowledge,  caufed  themfelves  to 
be  arrefted  with  a  view  to  obtain 
the  benefit  of  this  Aft,  or  r elided 
out  of  the  prifon  with  his  privity 
fince  their  commitment. 

And  that  the  creditors  of  per¬ 
fons  who  intend  to  take  the  benefit 
of  this  Aft,  may  have  proper  notice 
of  their  faid  intention,  they  are 
obliged  to  publilh  three  feveral 
notices  (in  the  London  Gazette,  if 
they  are  confined  in  London,  or 
within  the  bills  of  morality  ;  or,, 
if  they  are  confined  in  the  country, 
in  fome  news  paper  pubiilbed  near 
the  place  where  they  are  fo  in 
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euftody),  containing  their  names, 
trades,  occupations,  and  two  lalt 
places  of  abode,  (if  fo  many)  of 
each  perfon,  and  mentioning  Inch 
notice  in  each  Gazette,  or  news¬ 
paper,  to  be  the  Tirfty  Second ,  or 
‘Third  notice,  according  to  the  or¬ 
der  of  publiihing  them  ;  the  firft  to 
beinferted  at  lead:  thirty  days,  and 
the  third  at  leaft  ten  days  before 
the  feftions,  at  which  they  propofe 
to  apply  for  their  difeharge.  For 
publiihing  each  notice,  two-pence 
only  is  to  be  paid  by  any  fuch  pri- 
foner.  And  every  fuch  notice  is 
to  be  figned  by  the  priioner,  and 
counterfigned  by  the  gaoler. 

And,  for  the  better  information 
of  creditors,  a  fcheduie  of  every 
fuch  debtor’s  eftate  is  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  to  the  gaoler  for  their  inflec¬ 
tion,  previous  to  the  publication  of 
the  notices,  and  luch  delivery  fpe- 
cified  in  the  firft  notice  ;  and  if  it 
ihould  be  made  to  appear,  at  the 
fa  id  feffions,  that  any  prifoner 
ihould  have  negleded  to  deliver 
fuch  fcheduie  to  the  gaoler,  he  fhall 
he  remanded  to  prifon  by  the 
fuftices,  untill  the  above  directions 
are  complied  with. 

The  gaoler  is  obliged  to  atteft 
each  prifoner’s  fignature  to  his 
fcheduie,  and  give  the  prifoner  a 
duplicate  thereof ;  and  is  alfo  to 
give  a  copy  to  any  creditor  who 
may  defire  it,  under  a  penalty  of 
20I, 

Prifoners  who  want  to  procure 
their  difeharge,  are  to  apply  by 
petition  to  any  of  the  Juftic.es  of 
the  peace  within  whofe  jurifdi£tion 
they  are  confined,  and  delivered  in 
with  their  petitions  the  fchedules 
of  their  eftates,  to  which  t^iey  are 
to  fwear  at  the  enfuing  firft' or  fe- 
cond  quarter- feffions;  upon  which 
the  Juftice  is  to  direct  a  warrant  un¬ 


der  his  hand  and  Teal,  to  the  She- 
riff  or  keeper  of  the  prifon,  re¬ 
quiring  them  to  be  brought  up, 
after  the  expiration  of  ten  days,  to 
the  laid  feffions,  with  the  war¬ 
rants  of  their  detainer,  and  copies 
of  the  caufes  with  which  they  are 
charged  ;  which  warrants  of  the 
Juftice  all  Sheriffs  and  gaolers  are 
obliged  to  obey  ;  and  if  any  Juftice 
fhall  negledt  to  tranfmit  the  fche¬ 
dules  of  fuch  prifoners  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Peace,  for  the  infpe&ion  of 
creditors,  within  ten  days  after  he 
fhall  have  received  it,  he  is  to  for¬ 
feit  ten  pounds  ;  one  moiety  to  go 
to  the  party  who  profecutes  for 
the  fame,  and  the  other  to  the" 
poor  of  the  parifh  where  the  of¬ 
fence  fhall  be  committed.. 

When  the  prifoners  are  brought 
up  for  their  difeharge,  they  are  to 
make  oath  of  the  time  of  their  con¬ 
finement,  or  furrender,  and  that 
they  have  been  ever  fince  in  a£tuai 
cuftody  in  the  prifon  or  liberties 
thereof,  and  without  any  fraud  or 
collufioh  what  foever;  and  that  the 
fchedules  delivered  in  by  them  re- 
fpedtively,  contain  to  the  beft  of 
their  knowledge,  a  perfect- account 
and  difcovery.of  their  eftates  and 
effects,  real  and  perfonal,  except 
wearing-apparel  and  bedding  for 
themfelves  and  families,  working 
tools  and  neceffary  implem  ents,  to¬ 
gether  with  a  fum  of  money  not 
exceeding  forty  Ihillings,  and  thefe 
in  the  whole  not  exceeding  the  va¬ 
lue  of  twenty  pounds,  each. 

Thefeveral  fchedules  are  lobe 
then  fubferibed  by  them  refpe£tive~. 
ly  in  the  pretence  of  the  Juftices  ia 
open  ft  (lion,  and  fliail  be  lodged 
with  the  Cletk  of  the  Peace  for 
the  examination  of  the  creditors  5 
and,  to  exhibit  the  fame  to  any  cre¬ 
ditor,  or  his  attorney,  on  payment  of 
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cne  fhilling,  and  give  a  copy  there¬ 
of  (not  on  damped  paper^  at  fix- 
pence  a  fheet,  or  forfeit  ten  pounds 
and  treble  cods,  one  moiety  to 
the  poor,  the  other  to  the  profecu- 
tor. 

At  the  requeft  of  a  creditor  the 
court  may  examine  the  gaoler,  or 
any  under  officer  of  a  prifon,  oil 
oath,  touching  any  thing  contain¬ 
ed  in  any  of  the  oaths  prefcribed 
by  this  A ft  ;  and  if  the  oath  taken 
by  any  prifoner  in  open  court  fhall 
riot  be  difproved  by  good  tedimo- 
ny,  the  court  is  to  difcharge  him, 
on  his  paying  a  fee  of  one  iliiiling 
to  the  gaoler. 

Infolvents  difcharged  under  this 
Aft,  convifted  of  perjury  in  any 
oath  therein  direfted  to  be  taken, 
ihall  be  adjudged  felons,  and 
fuffer  death  without  benefit  of 
clergy. 

The  eflate  and  effefts  of  pri- 
foners  upon  their  difcharge  to  be 
veiled  in  the  Clerks  of  the  Peace, 
and  their  fucceifors,  who  are  to 
make  over  the  fame  to  affignees  to 
be  named  by  the  court,  for  which 
they  fhall  be  paid  two  fhillings. — 
The  affignees  are  impowered  to  fue 
in  their  names  for  the  infolvent’s 
eflate,  or  execute  any  trufl  or 
power  for  the  prifoner,  whofe  real 
eflate  they  are  to  make  faleof,  and 
make  a  dividend  of  the  purchafe- 
money  within  three  months,  firfl 
making  up  their  accounts,  and  ve- 
rifying  them  upon  oath; 

■  Thirty  days  notice  to  be  given 
of  making  a  dividend,  and  no  per¬ 
fons  are  to  receive  any  fhare  until 
their  debts  are  proved  and  allowed 
by  the  court.  The  furplus,  if 
any,  of  the  infolvent’s  eflate  to  be 
paid  to  him. 

If  there  fhould  be  any  omiffion 
in  the  infolvent’s  fchedtile,  his 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


creditors  are  not  to  fuffer  thereby, 
and  no  fuit  in  equity  can  be  com¬ 
menced  but  by  confent  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  them  in  number  and  va¬ 
lue. 

No  affignment  of  the  infolvent 
can  affeft  prior  mortgages  ;  and 
the  power  in  prifoners  of  leafing 
lands  are  to  be  veiled  in  the  af¬ 
fignees. 

Fugitives  intending  to  furren- 
der,  and  previoufly  arrefted,  are 
not  thereby  excluded  from  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  this  Aft. 

But  perfons  who  have  defrauded 
their  creditors  by  taking  up  goods, 
money,  or  fecurities,  under  falfe 
pretences,  are  pofitively  excluded 
from  any  benefit,  if  the  fame  be 
proved  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
Juflicesinthefeffion  Thofealfoare 
excepted  who  fhall  be  found  to  have 
fold  or  affigned  any  part  of  their 
property  with  intent  to  defraud 
their  creditors. 

The  difcharge  of  a  prifoner  is 
no  acquittal  to  his  partners  or  fure- 
ties  - 

Gaolers  making  faife  entries  in 
their  prifon  books  or  lids,  to  for¬ 
feit  500I.  with  treble  coils. 

Every  creditor  has  a  right  to  de¬ 
mand  an  interview  with  his  debtor 
in  prifon,  who,  if  he  fhall  refufe 
to  tell  the  name  and  abode  of  the 
perfon  at  whofe  fuit  he  is  detained, 
lhall  be  excluded  the  benefit  of 
this  Aft. 

Every  creditor  who  fhall  oppofe 
a  prifoner’s  difcharge,  fhall  allow 
the  prifoner  3s.  6d.  or  4s.  per 
week,  in  default  of  which  for  one 
fortnight,  he  may  obtain  a  dif¬ 
charge. 

Perfons  owing  more  than  1000I. 
to  one  perfon,  may  obtain  the  be¬ 
nefit  of  this  Aft,  if  they  can  pro¬ 
cure  fuch  creditor’s  corifent.  Or  if 
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the  debt  was  incurred  by  bein'' 
furelies  for  others,  and  that  it  L 
proved  to  the  fatisfaftion  of  the 
court,  that  the  prifoners  had  never 
applied  any  part  of  the  money  or 
property  obtained  on  that  fecurity 
to  their  own  ufe. 

Twenty  percent,  is  allowed  for 
the  difcoveryof  any  part  of  an  in- 
folvent’s  eftate,  not  fet  forth  in  the 
fchedule  delivered,  provided  fuch 
difcovery  be  made  within  twelve 
months  ;  and  perfons  convifted  of 
concealing  any  part  of  an  infol- 
vent’s  eftate,  are  to  forfeit  tool, 
with  double  the  value  of  the  eftate 
or  effects . 

Difcharges  fraudulently  obtain¬ 
ed  are  declared  to  be  void  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes. 

Aftignees,  with  the  confent  of  a 
majority  of  the  creditors,  may 
compound  debts,  and  fubmit  any 
difpute  relating  thereto  to  arbitra¬ 
tion  :  and  if  the  heirs  of  aftignees 
fhould  refule  to  aft,  others  are  to 
be  appointed,  and  a  frefh  affign- 
ment  executed  by  the  Clerk  of  the 
Peace,  as  if  no  former  one  had 
been  made.  Affignees  complained 
againft  for  fraud,  mifmanagement, 
or  miibehaviotir.  are  to  be  fum- 
moned  before  the  Judices  in  gene¬ 
ral  quarter  feifion,  who  are  to  make 
fuch  order  theieupon  as  they  iliall 
think  fit. 

Where  mutual  credit  has  been 
given,  the  balance  is  lobe  dated 
and  allowed. 

Prifoners  on  procefsout  ofcourts 
of  confidence  are  to  have  the  bene¬ 
fit  of  this  Aft  ;  alfo  perfons  confin¬ 
ed  only  lor  their  fees. 

But  perfons  who  have  taken  the 
benefit  of  any  In  foi  vent  Aft  within 
eight  years  cannot  receive  any  be¬ 
nefit  from  this  Aft  ;  unlefs  they 
can  produce  a  certificate  figned  by 


a  proper  officer,  fetting  forth  that 
bey  are  enlifted  to  ferve  in  his 
Majefly’sfea  or  land  fervice. 

There  is  a  particular  claufe  in 
favour  of  a  lunatic  now  in  the 
King’s-Bench  prifon,  whofe  cafe 
does  not  come  within  the  defcrip- 
tion  of  thofe  who  are  generally  en¬ 
titled  to  their  difcharge  under  this 
Aft. 

This  Aft  is  not  to  extend  to  that 
part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scot¬ 
land. 


Remarkable  Addrefs  of  the  prefent 
Governors  and  Dircdors  of  the 
Foor  of  the  Partfh  of  Saint  An¬ 
drew  Hoi  born  above  the  Bars$ 
ancl  Saint  George  the  Martyr,  in 
the  County  of  Miridlefex,  united t 
to  the  Inhabitants  of  /aid  Parifh  ; 
inferted  to  fhevj  the  great  Advan¬ 
tages  likely  to  accrue  to  both  rich 
and  poor ,  by  the  former's  placing 
the  latter  in  able  and honejf  Hands  ^ 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

/  E  think  it  expedient  to  fub¬ 
mit  to  your  infpeftion  the 
under-dated  accompt  for  the  lad 
four  years,  by  which  it  evidently 
appears,  that  a  fum  not  exceeding 
4000I.  per  annum  during  the  time 
we  have  been  in  the  direction,  has 
been  found  fufficient  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  and  fupportof  the  Poor  of 
thefe  panfhes  ;  inftead  of  5550!. 
per  annum,  the  average  fum  raifed 
tor  the  preceding  eight  years. 
And  there  is  no  doubt,  ftiould  the 
prefent  plan  of  management  be 
continued,  that  the  Poor’s  Rate 
will  be  dill  lower. 


We  cannot  pafs  over  in  filence 
the  extraordinary  adidance  we  have 
received  from  two  gentlemen, 
( M e fi is.  A d k i n sand  Cri fip i n )  w  1  > o 
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by  their  unwearied  application  to 
the  bufinefs  of  thefe  parifhes,  and 
their  practical  knowledge  thereof, 
have  been  greatly  inftrumental  in 
redeeming  us,  fofpeedily,  from  a 
weight  of  taxes,  annually  increa- 
fing  j  and  in  bringing  about  this 
long-wifhed-for  reformation,  (fo 
honourable  to  themfelves,  and  be¬ 
neficial  to  us  all)  your  poor  in  par¬ 
ticular  are  at  lead:  as  wel1  fupplied 
with  wholefome  food,  and  every 
other  neceffary  as  heretofore  — 
The  children  are  fent  into  the 
country  in  ftridl  conformity  to  the 
aft  of  parliament,  the  tradefmen’s 
bills  are  regularly  paid  quarterly— 
and  all  this  is  done  for  1550I.  per 
annum  lefs  than  the  fum  annually 
raifed  during  the  management  of 
the  late  directors,  viz.  from  the 
year  1767  to  the  year  1775  ; 
rtotwithftanding  provifions  and  e- 
very  other  article  is,  on  an  average, 
at  lead  as  dear  as  during  that  pe¬ 
riod— — befides  paying  off  a  debt 


contrafted  to  the  amount  of 
3 1 7  7 l- 

By  examining  the  parilh  books 
(which  are  daily  open  to  the  in- 
fpedlion  of  every  houfekeeper)  it 
will  appear  moll  clearly,  that  thefe 
parifhes  fuftained  a  lofs  of  upwards 
of  12000I.  during  the  time  of  the 
late  dire&ion  ;  and  that  the  prefent 
Governors  and  Diredtors  have,  in 
the  two  years  you  have  intruded 
them  with  the  management,  paid 
off  the  above  debt,  and  reduced 
the  Poors  Rate  from  3s.  in  the 
pound  to  is.  9d.  For  your  further 
fatisfadtion  we  are  happy  we  can 
inform  you,  that  there  is  not  the 
lead  doubt  but  is.  6d.  will  be 
fufficient  at  the  clofe  of  the  pre® 
fent  year. 

We  are, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen* 
Your  mod  humble  Servants, 
The  Prefent  GOVERNORS  and 
DIRECTORS  of  the  POOR. 


State  of  Overfeers  Accornpts  in  the  Four  following  Tears, 


£■  cl 

Parilh  debt  at  Lady-day  177a  619  3.  o. 

iesss™  15 

°»  {a^}3'77  '30 
,0°  Led“}  3  0 

From  Lady-day  177$  to?  -  If  Debt  paid  off,  and? 
Lady-day  1776  a  £above  5ool.iahand> 


Expended  716866 
Expended  4635  19  6 
Expended  3841  19  a 


Publifhed  by  order  of  the  Board  the  6rh  of  Nov.  177 6. 

T,  WADE,  Clerk, 
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Some  Account  of  the  public  Trials 
made  by  David  Hartley,  Efq ; 
Member  of  Parliament  for  King- 
lion  upon  Hull»  to  mince  the 
Efficacy  of  a  new  y  cheap ,  and 
eafy  Method  invented  by  him ,  for 
preferring  Houfes ,  Ships *  &c. 

built  •with  the  mo  ft  combujiible  Ma¬ 
terials  •>  from  Fire  ;  •with  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Lord  Mayor  Al¬ 
dermen ,  and  Commons ,  of  the  City' 
of  London,  in  Common  Council 
affiembled-i  relative  thereto  -3  &c. 

I 

FIRE,  we  need  not  obferve,  is 
an  element  of  fo  fierce  a  na¬ 
ture,  that  there  is  no  playing  with 
it,  without  the  utmoft  danger ;  fo 
that  every  experiment  tried  by  it, 
as  an  agent,  or  upon  it,  as  a  fub- 
je£i>  may  be  truly  ftiled  an  Expe- 
rimentum  Perkulfum  ;  that  is,  in 
the  language  of  Medicine,  an  ex¬ 
periment  not  to  be  tried  with  im¬ 
punity.  One  would,  therefore, 
be  apt  to  imagine,  that  even  a 
fingle  trial  of  any  one  method  to 
check  its  fury,  might,  on  proving 
fuccefsful,  be  pronounced  equally 
decifive-  But  the  greateft  men  are 
fo  far  from  being  arrogant,  that 
they  held  cm  do  themfeives  common 
iuftice  in  their  own  eftima-tion  ; 
'and,  perhaps,  the  truth  of  this 
maxim  never  flione  forth  more 
confpicuous,  than  in  the  cafe  of 
Mr.  Hartley,  with  regard  to  this 
his  equally  grand,  ufeful,  and 
lingular,  invention.  Though  con¬ 
vinced,  in  his  own  mind,  that  he 
could  not  make  it,  either  as  bene¬ 
ficial  to  himfelf,  as  he  had  a  right 
to  expedt,  or  as  advantageous  to 
mankind,  as  his  benevolence 
prompted  him  to  wifh,  unlefs  he 
could  retain  the  foie  property  in 
it,  and,  of  courfe,  the  foie  ma¬ 
nagement  of  it,  for  feme  untifual 


length  of  time,  he,  with  a  fpirk 
which  mull  ever  do  him  the  great- 
eft  honour,  took  as  much  pains, 
and  fpent  as  much  money,  to  ob¬ 
tain  that  favour,  if  we  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  to  call  it  one,  as  the  gree- 
dieft  adventurer  in  the  needieft  cir- 
cumftances,  on  the  one  hand,  or 
the  moft  patriot  Prince,  with  the 
m oft  princelyfortune,on  the  other, 
might  be  fuppofed  willing  to  fub- 
mit  to.  He  built  a  houfe,  three 
fieri;  s  high,  with  two  large  rooms 
on  a  floor,  on  Wimbledon  Com¬ 
mon,  and  tried  no  fewer  than  fix 
experiments  upon  this  houfe,  for 
the  fatisfadlion  of  the  Public  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  thofe  great  bodies  in 
particular,  including  his  Majefty, 
whofe  approbation  was  requifite 
for  his  obtaining  an  extenfion  of 
the  term,  to  which  royal  patents 
are  limited  bylaw  ;  and  whofe  ex¬ 
ample  befidcs  might  be  ferviceable 
to  induce -the  bulk  of  the  people  to 
open  their  eyes  to  their  own  good. 

The  firft  of  thefe  views,  Mr* 
Hartley  has  already,  with  no  lefs 
honour  to  the  legillature  than  to 
himfelf,  perfectly  fucceeded  in  ; 
and  we  hope  he  will,  ere  long, 
equally  fucceed  in  the  feednd.  But, 
confidering  the  nature  of  our  work, 
it  would  ill  become  us  to  confine 
ou/felves  to  fuch  barren  things  as 
hopes,  or  even  vows,  on  the  oc- 
cafion.  We  think  ourfelves  bound 
to  contribute  all  in  our  little  power 
to  fo  do  fit  able  an  event  ;  and, 
therefore,  as  the  ellicacy  of  his  in¬ 
vention  mull  bell  appear  from  fome 
account  or  the  trials  already  made 
of  it,  we  fhall  proceed  to  a  fhort 
but  faithful  defeription  of  one  of 
them,  which  may  do  for  all  the 
reft. 

Mr  Hartley’s  third  trial  was 
exhibited  with  peculiar  propriety, 
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we  might  indeed  fay,  elegance  of 
choice,  on  the  anniverlary  day  of 
the  great  fire  of  London,  in  1666, 
before  the  Lord-Mayor  of  London, 
the  gentlemen  of  the  Corporation, 
and  the  Committee  of  City  Lands; 
the  fourth,  on  the  27th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  before  their  Majefties,  their 
Royal  Highnefles  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  the  Bifhop  of  Ol*nabrug,and 
thetwoeldeft  Princefles,  with  their 
attendants,  and  feveral  other  noble¬ 
men,  ladies,  and  gentlemen,  who 
all,  if  we  may  ufe  the  exprefiion, 
fhook  hands  with  the  fire,  as  fami¬ 
liarly  as  the  meaneft  of  their  in¬ 
feriors  couid  be  expe&ed  to  do  ; 
the  fifth,  before  a  fpecial  commit¬ 
tee  of  the  city  of  London,  attend¬ 
ed  by  their  builders,  l'urveyors, 
and  other  proper  officers.  After 
the  trial,  at  which  the  Lord- Mayor 
aflifted,  his  Lordfhip  laid  the 
foundation  done  of  a  pillar,  with 
the  following  mfcription  : 

The  Right  Hon.  JOHN  SAW- 
BRIDGE,  Efq; 
Lord-Mavor  ot  London. 

Laid  the  Foundation  Stone 
Of  this  PILLAR, 

One  Hundred  and  Ten  Years  after 
theFiRE  of  London. 

On  the  Anniversary 
Of 

That  dreadful  Event ; 

In  Memory, 

Of 

An  Invention 
For  SECURING  BUILDINGS 
AGAINST  FIRE 
And  foon  after,  viz.  on  the  5  th 
of  November  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  City  Lands,  not 
only  extremely  favourable,  we 
may  be  fure,  but  highly  honoura¬ 
ble,  to  Mr.  Hartley,  having  been 
agreed  to  in  common  council,  the 
eourt  unanimoufly  refolved,  that 
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the  freedom  of  the  city  fhould  be 
prefented  to  him,  in  confideration 
of  the  advantages  likely  to  accrue 
to  the  Public  from  his  invention, 
and  for  his  relpedtful  attention  to 
the  city  inhis  repeated  experiments, 
performed  before  many  of  the 
members  of  the  court  ;  the  copy 
of  the  freedom,  with  the  refotmi- 
ons  of  the  court  inferted  therein, 
to  be  delivered  by  the  Chamberlain 
to  Mr.  Hartley,  and  the  report  and 
the  refolution  to  be  fairly  tranf- 
cribed  and  figned  by  Mr.  Town- 
Cierk,  and  by  him,  in  like  manner, 
prefented  toMr.  Hartley.Moreover, 
the  court  terioufly  reccommended 
the  ufe  of  Mr.  Hartley’s  method 
in  all  the  houfes,  &c.  already  built,, 
or  which  might  afterwards  be  built, 
on  the  extenfive  eflates  belonging 
to  the  city. 

In  return  for  all  thefe  no  lels 
juft  than  flattering  marks  of  ap¬ 
probation,  Mr.  Hanley  wrote  the 
Chamberlain  of  London  a  letter, 
which,  as  it  mult  fully  exculpate 
us  from  the  charge  of  fulfomenefs 
in  fpeaking  of  Mr-  Hartley’s  mo- 
deity  throughout  the  whole  of  thefe 
proceedings,  we  think  it  highly 
incumbent  on  us  to  infert.  it  is 
as  follows  : 

Golden-fquarCj  March  25  th,  1777. 
S  1  R, 

“  Give  me  leave,  through  your 
means,  to  return  my  molt  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  the  Lord- 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  commons, 
of  the  city  of  London,  inCommon- 
council  affembled,  for  the  very 
diftinguifhmg  maiks  of  their  fa¬ 
vour,  which  they  have  been  pieafed 
to  confer  upon  me,  in  giving  me 
admiflion  to  the  freedom  of  l'o  re- 
fpedtabie  a  corporation,  with  the 
additional  honour  of  erecting  a 
1%J  3  phJar 
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pillar  to  commemorate  the  inven¬ 
tion  for  fecuring  buildings  from 
fire. 

“  The  general  refpeCt  which  I 
entertain  upon  alj  occafions  to¬ 
wards  the  city  of  London,  as  the 
mod  important  member  of  the 
community,  and  the  peculiar  pro¬ 
priety  of  offering  an  invention  to 
their  attention,  which  above  all 
feems  calculated  for  the  fecuriry  of 
great  cities,  were  my  motives  for 
laying  this  matter  before  them- 
Their  approbation  of  my  conduct, 
and  of  the  fucceis  of  my  labours,  is 
the  bigheft  faiisfaftion  tome.  As 
they  have  been  pleafed  to  recom¬ 
mend  the  ufe  of  the  invention  in 
their  own  buildings,  they  may  be 
affined  that  nothing  in  my  power 
fhall  be  wanting  to  facilitate  the 
execution. 

“  It  has  cod  me  much  labour 
and  anx'ety  to  bring  the  invention 
into  that  degree  of  forwardnefs  in 
which  it  is  at  prefent^  therefore  I 
do  more  immediately  and  perfonal- 
ly  feel  the  kindnefs  of  the  city  of 
London,  in  giving  me  their  abid¬ 
ance  and  countenance  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  fo  important  an  object. 
As  I  know  the  public  good  to  be 
the  object  of  their  attention,  it  is  a 
double  fatisfaclicn  to  me  to  labour 
with  them  in  the  common  caufe, 
and  to  contribute  my  bed  endea¬ 
vours  under  their  powerful  and  re- 
fpeCtful  patronage.  I  beg  leave  to 
affure  them  that  the  highed  point 
of  my  ambition  will  at  all  times  be, 
to  merit  the  approbation  of  my 
fellow-citizens,  and  to  obtain  the 
gc  )d  will  of  my  country. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  mod  obedient 
Humble  Servant, 

D.  HARTLEY.3’ 

(To  the  Chamberlain 
of  the  City  of  London.) 


But,  to  return  to  the  experi¬ 
ments.  Mr.  Hartley’s  fixth  and  lad, 
was  made  on  the  nth  of  Novem¬ 
ber,  before  feveral  of  the  mod  re- 
fpc-Ctable  members  of  both  Houfes ; 
and  as,  befides  all  his  trials  being 
on  the  fame  plan, we  may  be  fure  the 
lad,  fuppofing  any  difference  be¬ 
tween  them,  was  the  fevered,  as 
calculated  to  anfwer  all  the  cavils, 
and  conquer  all  the  objections, 
which  might  have  been  made  to  his 
former  trials,  and  obviate  allthofe, 
which  he  might  be  apprehenfive  of, 
with  regard  to  his  future  ones  ; 
and  fads  being  moreover,  on  this 
occafion  particularly,  the  bed,  if 
not  the  only  folid,  arguments,  we 
have  fixed  on  this  lad  trial,  as  the 
propered  for  our  purpofe. 

On  this  memorable  day,  then, 
Mr.  Hartley,  after  carrying  his 
company,  as  ufual,  round  the 
houfe  of  trial,  in  order  to  fee  the 
marks  of  between  twenty  and 
thirty  large  fires,  which,  at  former 
experiments,  had  been  lighted  in 
different  parts  of  it ;  firfl,  ordered 
a  fire  to  be  made  on  the  deal  floor¬ 
ing  of  one  of  the  ground-room 
floors.  Then,  a  large  faggot  of 
fhavings,  fufpended  by  iron  to  the 
upper  part  of  the  fame  room,  was 
fet  on  fire.  Thirdly,  the  flair- 
cafe  was  fet  on  fire,  both  above 
and  below,  without  the  fire’s  ex¬ 
tending,  in  either  cafe,  beyond 
the  fpot  on  which  it  was  lighted. 
Laftly,  the  other  room  on  the 
ground-floor,  filled  aknofl  to  the 
top  with  faggots,  pitch,  and  other 
combuftibles,  was  fet  fire  to  ;  but, 
though  they  all  burnt  with  luch 
fury,  as  to  vomit  forth  a  perpetual 
torrent  of  flame  and  fmoke,  and 
thereby  render  all  approach  within 
thirty  yards  of  the  windows,  on 
the  outfide,  abfolutely  impra&ica- 
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ble,  the  room  adjoining  to,  and 
that  immediately  over,  this  little 
i*£tna,  continued  as  cool  and  as 
accelfible,  as  if  no  fire  had  been 
in  the  houfe.  Accordingly,  Mr. 
Hartley  and  his  company  feem  to 
have  made  it  a  conftant  rule  to  pafs, 
in  thefe  very  rooms,  a  great  part  of 
the  time,  during  which  the  fire 
burned  with  the  greateft  fury  in  the 
other. 

Nor  was  it  walls,  and  floors,  and 
cielings,  alone,  which,  by  means 
of  Mr.  Hartley’s  invention,  were 
enabled  to  mock  the  rage  of  the 
otherwife  all-devouring  element; 
fixtures,  and  even  furniture,  were 
thereby  rendered  proof  againft  it, 
though  found  at  the  fame  time 
fufficient  to  prepare  iron  for  the 
anvil,  aud  water  for  the  tea  pot  ; 
and,  of  courfe,  anl'wer  all  the  ne- 
ceflary  and  ufeful  purpofes  otiife  : 
particularly,  a  bed  being  purpofe- 
ly  fet  on  fire,  little  more  of  it  was 
confumed  than  what  the  fire  had 
been  immediately  applied  to. 

Aftonifhing  as  the  effeCts  of  this 
contrivance  for  fecuring  houfes, 
ihips,  and  other  buildings,  of  the 
moft  combuftible  materials,  from 
fire,  mull  appear,  the  means  per¬ 
haps  may  be  thought  equally  fo. 
It  is  only  nailing  the  thinned 
plates  of  iron  to  the  joifts,  Sec.  and 
thefe  plates  may  be  plain,  or  painted 
of  any  colour.  To  crown  all,  as 
this  method  mull  be  allowed  ex¬ 
tremely  eafy,  there  is  the  greateft 
reafon  to  believe,  that  it  will  be 
found  equally  cheap.  We  are  ai- 
fured,  that  the  additional  expence 
of  building,  created  by  the  ufe  ot 
this  invention,  will  fcarce  exceed 
three  per  cent.  How  would  fuch  an 
happy  event  have  rejoiced  the  good 
heart  of  the  Great  Berkley,  who, 
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in  his  equally  fenfible,  ingenious, 
and  benevolent  queries,  looked 
upon  our  houfes,  confidering  their 
materials,  as  fo  many  fire-fliips  ; 
and  our  towns  and  villages,  as  fo 
many  fleets  and  fquadrons  of  luch 
Ihips  met  together  for  the  laudable 
purpofe  of  mutual  deftru&ion.  But„ 
indeed,  to  fay  any  thing  of  the  ex¬ 
pence  of  this  method,  may  be  con- 
fid  ered  as  an  infult  on  the  under- 
ftandings  and  feelings  of  our  rea¬ 
ders.  What  is  any  money  to  life, 
to  a  limb,  to  health  ?  and,  above 
all,  to  that  fecurity  of  mind,  in 
which  this  new  method  mult  en¬ 
able  every  man  who  has  recourfe 
to  it,  to  live,  and  efpecially  lie 
down  to  fleep,  with  regard  to  the 
fafety  of  his  perfon  from  the  moft 
painful  of  all  deaths  •  and,  of  his 
property,  from  the  moft  abfolute 
of  all  defti  unions  ;  not  to  mention 
records,  deeds,  and  other  manu- 
lcripts,  with  feveral  highly  ufeful 
and  curious  productions  of  nature 
and  art,  which,  on  account  of  the 
uncommon  hazard  from  fire  at¬ 
tending  them  in  every  other  mode 
of  prefervation,  are  not  to  be  in- 
fured  at  any  price  ;  and,  as  fingle 
in  their  kinds,  not  to  be  replaced 
by  any  induftry  ?  We  could  fay  a 
great  deal  more  on  the  fubjeCt,  but 
that  we  find,  on  looking  back  upon 
what  we  have  already  faid,  that 
our  aftoniftnnent  at  the  grandeur, 
ufefulnefs,  and  fingularity,  cf  Mr. 
Hartley’s  invention,  our  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  mankind,  and  our 
gratitude,  as  making  fome  part  of 
it,  to  Mr.  Hanley,  has  already 
hurried  us  beyond  ourufual  bou.  ds. 
Still,  we  cannot  prevail  on  our- 
felves  to  ftop,  without  making  one 
remark  more  ;  viz.  that,  next  to 
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the  arts  of  fupplying  man  with 
food,  this  of  defending  him  againft 
fjre,  mult  be  ranked  among  the 
moll  capital  j  nay,  we  need  not 
fcrpple  giving  it  the  fpperiority 
over  that  of  lecuring  him  trom  wa¬ 
ter,  fince  he  ©an  do  infinitely  bet¬ 
ter  without  expofing  hfmfelf  to 
danger  from  the  la  If,  than  from 
the  firff,  of  thefe  elements.  Ac¬ 


cordingly,  we  fbotild  have  given 
an  account  of  this  noble  invention, 
at  the  head  of  our  article  of  Pro- 
jedts  ;  but  that  we  expedted  fome« 
thing  on  the  fubjedfc  from  the  in¬ 
genious  and  beneficent  inventor's 
own  pen,  till,  through  the  nature 
of  our  publication,  the  opportunity 
of  placing  it  there  Hipt  out  of  our 
hands. 
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TABLE,  exhibiting,  at  one  View,  the  Supplies  granted 
for  the  Service  of  the  Year,  1770,  with  the  Ways  and 
Means  of  raifing them ;  each  Article  being  accurately 
arranged  under  itsfeparate  Head,  &c.  as  Hated  by  Lord 
North,  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  24A  of  April? 
1776 


SUPPLIES. 


S. 

2 

I  I 


ARMY.  £. 

20752  land  forces,  with  3213  invalids 659200 

Plantations  in  Africa  -  723432 

frith  and  Britilh  pay  for  troops  in  1 

America  JLL—  \  4*53°  l9 

General  and  ftaff  officers - *  11505  7 

Levy  money  for  augmentation  of  >  ,  A 

Britilh  and  f riili  torces  for  17763 

5  Hanoverian  battalions  of  foot  at 

Gibralterand  Minorca,  from  the 
1  ft  Sept,  to  the  24th  Decern- 
ber,  1775  - .  j 

Ditto  for  1776  — - 

Charge  of  a  regiment  of  High¬ 
landers,  confiding  of  two  bat 
talions  ■— 

Charge  of  augmentation  to  his  7 
Majefty’s  forces  to  Dec  24*1775  ) 

Ditto  ex  faving  grants  laft  leiiioas 
Chelfea  Hofpital  — — — — • 

Reduced  officers  . . . 

2  troops  horfe-guards  reduced 
JPenfions  to  widows  —  ■■ — 

12394  Heffians  for  1776  — — — 

430®  Brunfwickers  ditto  — — 

Regiment  of  Hanau,  from  March 
to  Dec.  24,  being  294  days 

6  regiments  of  foot  from  Ireland, 
and  other  augmentations 
December  24,  1776 

Land  extras  — — 


J. 

10I 

7  i 

4 

3 

o 


r. 


S' 


d. 


1 


land,  3 
s;  to  > 


26783 

*5 

46838 

1 

9 

47400 

12 

0 

80984 

*3 

2 

793s 

*5 

0 

107512 

10 

O 

97575 

1 2 

0 

850 

l9 

6 

608 

0 

0 

381887 

•  4 

121475 

1 2 

1 

19006 

l9 

3+ 

■37448 

7 

0 

845165 

'4 

84 

3462282  3  3J 

NAVY 
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NAVY.  £.  S.  J. 

28000  Teamen,  with  6665  marines  1456000  0  o 
Ordinary  and  Navy  • —  426904  19  6 

Building  and  repairing  ihips  —  339151  o  o 
Greenwich  Hofpitai  - — —  5000  o  o 

Towards  dilciiarge  of  navy  debt  1000000  o  o 


£■ 


ORDNAN  CE. 

Ordinaries  — - 

Extraordinaries  - - 


249655 

223171 


18  6 
1 1  1 1 


472827 


MISCELLANEOUS  SERVICES. 
Roads  and  bridges  in  North  Britain 

Weftminfter  bridge  - - ~~ 

African  forts  « — - — 

American  Turveys  - - — - 

Commons’  addreiles  - - — 

Nova  Scotia  »■■■— — . 

Georgia  — — —  — 

Eaft  Florida  - 

Well  Florida  — — -  — - 

Senegambia 


699^  10  z 
2000  o  o 
13000  o  o 
1885  40 

7406  o  3 
4346  10  5 
3066  o  o 

495°  o  o 
4063  19  3 

6336  o  9 


Expence  of  and  lofs  by  coinage 
Exchequer  bills  difcharged  r 

DEFICIENCIES. 

JMa  1 1  _ 

Land  < — — ■ — — -  — 

3L  per  cents  - - - 

Coinage  ~~ — _ _ 

Crams  1775  — —  . 


189778  11  z 
260221  8  10 

44096  5  1 of 
7 475  6  2 

57348  12  8£ 


Total  of  fupply  — 

Excels  oi  ways  and  means 


s . 


3227055  19  6 


10 


54070  4  10 

92421  15  1 

125000 o  o  o 


53892  4  9 

9097577  17  10 
56652  6  5 

9154230  4  4| 


W  A  Y  S  and  MEANS. 


Land  4  s. 
Malt 


2000000  o  o 
750000  o  o 
Surplus 


1 
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Surplus  in  finking  fund,  5th  January  . . 

Ditto,  ditto  April  5  - - - - — - 

Growing  produce  ditto  - - — 

Gum  feneca  - -  ■  - . .  -  -  - 

French  prize  money  -  — — 

Certain  favings  in  pay-office - 

Sale  of  ceded  ifiands  — — - -  - - 

New  exchequer  bills - - 

Surplus  of  America  revenues  — — . . 

Sundry  furpluflVs  in  exchequer,  confiftingof  lurplus 
on  duty  on  rice,  cambrick,  apples,  militia  mo¬ 
ney,  6cc.  - - - 

Total  of  Ways  and  Means  - ■ - 

Annuities  and  lottery  at  3  per  cent.  • - — 


£■  a 


17869 

4 

"I 

962571 

16 

2 

1837428 

3 

10 

2000 

0 

0 

I  7000 

0 

© 

23OI  l 

7 

0 

30000 

0 

0 

I 5OOOOO 

0 

0 

„  29°5 

8 

2 

11444 

4 

3! 

71542^0 

4  4i 

2000000 

0  0 

91 54230 

4  4! 

SUPPLIES  of  1775  and  1776  compared 


U75- 

£■  *■  ii- 

Navy  ...  1674059  15  10 

Ordnance  -  -  -  0,50807  6  10  3 

Army  -  -  -  1597001  9  9* 

Deficiencies  -  -  -  607974  10  7$ 

Mifcellaneous  Services  166659  19  9 


1776. 

£■  *■  d-  £•  5 *  d. 

3027055  19  6  1552996  3  8  incr. 

47282710  5  212020  3  7r  ditto. 

3462282  3  3J  1865280  13  6sr  ditto. 

538920  4  9  69024  5  1  of  deer. 

54070  4  10  112489  14  11  ditto. 


When  Lord  North  had  gone 
through  the  foregoing  ftate,  he 
acquainted  the  Houfe,  that  he 
fhould,  on  a  future  day,  communi¬ 
cate  to  them  a  meffiage  from  his 
Majefty  for  a  vote  of  credit ;  and 
accordingly,  delivered  the  follow¬ 
ing  on  the  ad  of  May. 

“  GEORGE  R 
‘‘  His  Majefty,  relying  on  the 
experienced  zeal  and  affettion  of 
his  faithful  Commons,  and  confi- 
dering,  that,  during  the  prefent 
troubles  in  North  America,  emer¬ 
gencies  may  arife,  which  may  be 
oftheutmotl  importance,  and  be 
attended  with  the  moft  dangerous 
conlequences  if  proper  means 
fhould  not  be  immediately  applied 
to  prevent  or  defeat  them,  is  de- 
firous  that  this  Houfe  will  enable 


him  to  defray  any  extraordinary 
cXpences  incurred,  or  to  be  incur¬ 
red,  on  account  of  military  fervices 
for  the  year  1776,  and  as  the 
exigency  of  affairs  may  require. 
And  his  Majefty,  having  judged  it 
expedient,  to  iffiue  his  proclamation, 
in  purfuance  of  an  adt  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  pahed  in  the  fourteenth  year 
of  his  reign,  for  calling  in  the 
remainder  of  the  deficient  gold 
coin,  doubts  not  but  that  his  faith¬ 
ful  Commons  will  enable  him  to 
make  good  the  charges  which  fhall 
be  incurred  in  this  fervice,  and 
which  cannot  at  this  time  be  af- 
certained  G.  R.” 

And  in  confequence  of  faid 
meffiage,  the  Houfe  immediately 
parted  a  vote  of  credit  for  one  mil¬ 
lion. 


$  T  A  T  R 
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Petition  of  the  City  of  London  *  pre- 
fented,  feparatelyy  to  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament ,  uuith  only  the  ne- 
cefjary  Variation  in  the  Title ,  &c. 
tit  the  Opening  of  the  Second  Seffion 
of  the  Fourteenth  Parliament  of 
Great-Britain. 

l  ■ ,  t  ^ 

The  humble  Petition  of  the  Lord 
Mayor  t  Aldermen ,  and  Commons 
of  the  City  of  Londony  in  Common 
Council  affembled . 

Sheweth, 

THAT  this  court  having  taken 
into  its  moft  ferious  confi- 
deration  the  prefent  diftreffed  fi- 
tuation  of  our  fellow-fubjeCts  in 
America,  are  exceedingly  alarmed 
for  the  confequencesof  thole  coer¬ 
cive  meafures,  which  are  purfuing 
againft  them— -meafures  that  muit 
(notwilhft'anding  the  great  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  their  fuccefs)  eventually 
be  productive  of  new  and  more 
burthenfome  taxes,  the  increafe  of 
an  enormous  national  debt ;  and 
finally,  we  fear  the  lofs  of  the 
mod  valuable  branch  of  our  com¬ 
merce*  on  which  the  exidence  of 
an  infinite  number  of  indudrious 
manufacturers  and  mechanics  en¬ 
tirely  depends. 

That  his  IVlajedy  having  been 
gracioufly  pleafed,  in  anfwer  to  a 
late  humble  and  dutiful  addrefs  and 
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petition  to  the  throne,  praying  a 
ceffation  of  hoftiiities  with  Ame¬ 
rica  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining 
time,  and  thereby  giving  an  op¬ 
portunity  for  a  happy  and  lading 
reconciliation  with  his  Majedy’s 
American  colonies,  to  declare,  that 
he  fhould  abide  by  thefenfe  of  his  par «* 
Lament,  this  court  conceived  it  to 
be  their  indifpenfable  duty,  thus 
early  in  the  feflion,  in  the  mod 
refpeCUul  manner  to  apply  to  this 
Right  Hon.  Houfe,  that  it  will  be 
pleafed  to  adopt  fuch  meafures  for 
the  healing  of  the  prefent  unhappy 
difputes  between  the  mother  coun¬ 
try  and  the  colonies,  as  may  be 
fpeedy,  permanent,  and  honoura¬ 
ble. 


Protejl  cf federal  of  the  Lords  again (l 
their  Houfe' s  Addrefs ,  in  anfwer 
to  the  King  s  Speech ,  at  the  open - 
ing  of  the  aforefaid  Sejjion  of  Par¬ 
liament. 

Dijfentient, 

id.'OECAUSE  we  cannot,  as 
II  Englifhmen,  as  Chridians, 
or  as  men  of  common  humanity, 
confent  to  the  profecuiion  of  a 
cruel  civil  war,  fo  little  fupported 
by  juftice,  and  fo  very  fatal  in  its 
neceffary  cohfequences,  as  that 
which  is  now  waging  againit  our 

brethren 
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brethren  and  fellow-fubjc&s  in 
America.  We  have  beheld  with 
forrow  and  indignation,  feflion  af¬ 
ter  feihon,  and  notwithstanding 
repeated  warnings  of  the  danger, 
attempts  made  to  deprive  fome 
millions  of  Britifh  fubjedts  of  their 
trade,  their  laws,  their  conftitu- 
tion,  their  mutual  intercourfe,  and 
of  the  very  food  which  God  has 
given  them  for  their  fubfidence. 
We  have  beheld  endeavours  ufed 
to  enforce  thefe  impolitic  feveri- 
ties  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 
We  have  on  the  other  hand,  be¬ 
held  fo  large  a  part  of  the  empire, 
united  in  one  common  caufe,  readi¬ 
ly  Sacrificing  with  chearfulnefs their 
lives  and  fortunes,  and  preferring 
all  the  horrors  of  a  war  raging  in 
the  very  heart  of  their  country,  to 
ignominious  eafe.  We  have  be¬ 
held  this  part  of  his  Majedy’s  fub- 
jedts,  thus  irritated  to  refinance, 
and  tho’  iuccefsful  in  it,  ftillmaking 
profeilions  (in  which  we  think  it 
neither  wife  nor  decent  to  affedta 
difbeiief)  of  the  utmoft  loyalty  to 
his  Majefty  ;  and  tin  wearied  with 
continued  repulles,  repeatedly  pe¬ 
titioning  for  conciliation,  upon 
fuch  terms  only  as  Shall  be  confident 
with  the  dignity  and  welfare  of  the 
Mother  Country.  When  we  con- 
fider  thefe  things,  we  cannot  look 
upon  our  fellow-fubjedts  in  Ameri¬ 
ca  in  any  other  light  than  that  of 
freemen  driven  to  refiftence  by  adts 
of  oppt  eflion  and  violence. 

2dly.  Becaufe  this  unnatural 
war,  thus  commenced  in  opprel- 
lion,  and  in  the  mod  erroneous  po¬ 
licy,  mud,  if  perlevered  in,  be  fi¬ 
nally  ruinous  in  its  effedls.  The 
commerce  of  Great  Britain  with 
America  was  great  and  increafing, 
the  profits  immenfe,  the  advan¬ 
tages,  as  a  nurfery  of  Teamen,  and 


as  an  inexhaudible  magazine  of 
naval  dores,  infinite;  and  the  con¬ 
tinuance  of  that  commerce,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  times  of  war,  when  mod 
wanted  to  fupport  our  fleets  and 
revenues,  not  precarious,  as  all  fo¬ 
reign  trade  mud  be,  but  depend¬ 
ing  folely  on  ourfelves.  Thele  va¬ 
luable  refources,  which  enabled  us 
to  face  the  united  efforts  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon,  are  actually 
lod  to  Great  Britain,  and  irre¬ 
trievably  lod,  unlefs  redeemed  by 
immediate  and  effedtual  pacifica¬ 
tion. 

jdly.  Becaufe  Great  Britain, 
deprived  of  fo  valuable  a  part  of 
its  refources,  and  not  animated, 
either  with  motives  of  fed*  defence, 
or  with  thofe  prolpedts  of  advan¬ 
tage  and  glory  which  have  hitherto 
fupported  this  nation  in  all  its  fo¬ 
reign  wars,  may  poffibly  find  it~ 
lelf  unable  to  fupply  the  means  of 
carrying  on  a  civil  war,  at  fuch  a 
vad  di dance,  in  a  country  lo  pe- 
cufiarly  circumdanced,  and  under 
the  complicated  difficulties  which 
neceffarily  attend  it.  Still  lefs 
would  we  be  able  to  preferve  by 
mere  force  that  vad  continent,  and 
that  growing  multitude  of  reloiute 
freemen  who  inhabit  it  ;  even  if 
that,  or  any  country,  was  worth 
governing  againd  the  inclination  of 
ali  its  inhabitants.  But  we  fear, 
that  while  we  are  making  thefe 
fruit  lefs  efforts,  refufing  to  give 
credit  to  the  declarations  of  our 
fellow-fubje&s,  and  blindly  con¬ 
fiding  in  the  inlidious  profeilions  of 
the  natural  enemies  of  this  coun¬ 
try,  we  are  preparing  an  eafy  prey 
for  thole  who  prudently  fit  quiet, 
beholding  Britiili  forces,  which,  if 
united,  might  be  in  a  condition, 
from  their  valour,  numbers,  and 
difeipline,  to  carry  terror  into  the 
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very  heart  of  their  kingdoms,  de- 
ftroying  each  other.  Every  event, 
which  ever  way  it  turns,  is  a  vic¬ 
tory  to  them.  Our  very  hofpitais 
furnifh  them  with  daily  triumphs, 
the  greater  as  they  are  certain, 
without  any  rifque  to  them  of  men 
Or  money. 

4thly.  Becaufe  we  conceive  the 
railing  in  foreign  forces  to  decide 
domeftic  quarrels,  to  be  a  meafure 
Ihoth  difgraceful  and  dangerous ; 
and  that  the  advice  which  Minifters 
have  dared  to  give  to  his  Majefty, 
which  they  have  avowed  and  car¬ 
ried  into  execution,  of  fending  to 
the  garrifons  ©f  Gibraltar  and  Port 
Mahon,  the  dominions  of  the 
crown  of  Great  Britain,  a  part  of 
his  electoral  troops,  without  any 
previous  confent,  recommendation 
or  authority  of  parliament,  is  un- 
conftitiuional.  That  Hanoveiian 
troops  fliould,  at  the  mere  pleafure 
of  the  minifters,  be  confidercd  as 
a  part  of  the  Britifh  military  efta- 
hiifhment,  and  take  a  rotation  of 
garrifon  duties,  through  thefe  do¬ 
minions,  is,  in  practice  and  pre¬ 
cedent  of  the  higheft  danger  to 
the  fifery  and  liberties  of  this 
kingdom,  and  tends  wholly  to  in¬ 
validate  the  wife  and  falutary  de¬ 
claration  of  the  grand  fundamental 
law  of  our  glorious  deliverer  King 
William,  which  has  bound  toge¬ 
ther  the  rights  of  the  fubjecf,  and 
the  fuccefftan  of  the  crown. 

5thly.  Becaufe  the  min  filers, 
who  are  to  be  minified  with  the 
management  of  this  war,  have 
proved  themfelves  unequal  to  the 
rsfk,  and  in  every  degree  unwor¬ 
thy  of  public  trull.  Parliament 
has  given  them  evety  abidance 
they  afked  ;  no  unforefeen  acci¬ 
dents  have  ilood  in  their  way  ;  no 
dorms  have  difabled  or  delayed 


their  operations  ;  no  foreign  power 
hath,  as  yet,  interfered  1  but  not- 
withftanding  thefe  advantages,  b 7 
their  ignorance,  negligence,  and 
want  of  conduct,  our  arms  have 
been  difgraced  ;  upwards  of  ten 
thoufand  of  the  flower  of  our  army* 
with  an  immenfe  artillery,  under 
four  Generals  of  reputation,  and 

JL 

backed  with  a  great  naval  force* 
have  been  miferably  blockaded  in 
one  fea-port  town  %  and  after  re¬ 
peated  and  obflinate  battles,  in 
which  fuch  numbers  of  our  braved 
men  have  fallen,  the  Britilli  forces 
have  not  been  able  to  penetrate  one 
mile  into  the  country  which  they 
were  fent  to  fulxiue  ;  important  for-* 
trefles  areTeized,  the  Governors 
are  driven  from  their  provinces, 
and  it  is  doubtful,  whether  at  this 
moment  we  are  in  poflefllon  of  a 
Angle  town  in  all  North  America. 
W  hether  we  confider  its  extent,  or 
its  commerce,  England  has  tad- 
half  its  empire  in  one  campaign. 
Nor  can  we  impute  the  mifcondu^; 
of  minifters  to  mere  inability,  nor 
to  their  ignorance  oftheftate  of 
America,  upon  which  they  attempt 
to  juftify  themfelves  j  for  while 
fome  members  of  adminiflration: 
confefs  they  were  deceived  as  to 
the  Arength  and  condition  of  the 
provinces,  we  have  from  others  re¬ 
ceived  official  information,  that 
the  infufHciency  of  the  navy  was 
concealed  from  parliament,  and 
part  of  adminiflration,  from  a  fear 
of  not  receiving  nip  port  from  its 
members.  We  cannot,  therefore, 
content  to  an  addrels,  which  may 
deceive  his  Majefty  and  the  Public 
into  a  belief  of  the  confidence  of 
this  Houfe  in  the  pre fent  minifters, 
who  have  difgraced  parliament* 
deceived  the  nation,  loft  the  colo¬ 
nies,  and  involved  us  in  a  civil 

war 
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war  againft  our  cleared:  interefts  ; 
and  upon  the  moft;  unjuftifiable 
grounds,  wantonly  fpjlling  the 
blood  of  thoufands  of  our  fellow- 
lubje&s. 

torrington 

FITZ  WILLIAM 

ARCHER 

THANET 

CHOLMONDELEY 

KING 

PORTLAND 

STAMFORD 

PONSONBY 

ABINGDON 

•  MANCHESTER 

DEVONSHIRE 
CHEDWORTH 
BOYLE 
CRAVEN 
SCARBOROUGH 
EFFINGHAM 
ROCKINGHAM 
RICHMOND. 


Letter  from  Commodore  Sir  Henry 
Parker,  to  W.  Tryon,  Efq-f  Go¬ 
vernor  of  New  York,  and  by 
His  Excellency  communicated  to  the 
Mayor  of  Ne w  Y oik. 

Phoenix ,  at  Nevj  Torky  Dec.  18. 

SIR, 

EING  ordered  by  my  inftruc- 
tions  from  Vice  -  Admiral 
Graves,  Commander  in  Chief  of 
his  Majefty’s  fliips  and  veffels  in 
North  America,  publicly  to  fignify 
to  all  towns  acceftible  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  Ihips,  that,  in  cafe  any  vio¬ 
lences  ftiall  hereafter  be  offered  to 
any  of  the  officers  of  the  crown,  or 
other  peaceabiy-difpofed  fubjefts 
of  his  Majefty  ;  or  ifany  bodies  of 
men  ftiall  be  raiied  and  armed  in 
the  laid  towns,  or  any  military 
works  erected,  otherwife  than  by 
order  of  his  Majefty,  or  thofe  atU 


ing  under  his  authority;  or  ifany 
attempts  ftiall  be  made  to  feize  or 
deftroy  any  public  magazines  of 
arms,  ammunition,  or  other  ftores  * 
in  all  or  either  of  thefe  cafes,  it 
will  be  my  duty  to  treat  the  laid 
towns  as  in  t)pen  rebellion  againft 
the  King. 

I  am  to  requeft  that  your  Ex¬ 
cellency  will  be  pleafed  to  let  the 
aboveinftru&ions  be  publicly  made 
known  in  the  town  of  New  York, 
at  the  fame  time  you  will  afture 
them,  that  I  ftiall  be  happy  in. 
granting  the  town  every  protec¬ 
tion  in  the  power  of  his  Majefty’s 
fliips  under  my  command. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient 
and  moft  humble  fervant, 
H  PARKER. 


Proclamation  by  General  Carle  ton 
for  the  Relief  of  the  fugitive  Pro¬ 
vincials ,  after  they  had  beer., 
driven  from  before  Quebec. 

HEREAS  I  am  informed, 
that  many  of  his  Majefty’s 
deluded  fubje&s,  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  provinces,  labouring  under 
wounds  and  divers  diforders,  are 
difperfed  in  the  adjacent  woods 
and  parillies,  and  in  great  danger 
of  periftiing  for  want  of  proper  af- 
fiftance  ;  all  captains  and  other 
officers  of  militia  are  hereby  com¬ 
manded  to  make  diligent  feareft 
for  all  fuch  diftrefted  perfons,  and 
afford  them  all  neceffary  relief, 
and  convey  them  to  the  General 
Hofpital,  where  proper  care  fti'aii 
betaken  of  them:  all  rea  foil  able 
expences  which  may  be  incurred  in 
complying  with  this  order  ftiall  be 
repaid  by  the  Receiver- General. 

And,  left  a  confcioufnefs  of  paf; 
offences  fhould  deter  fuch  mjfcra- 
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ble  wretches  from  receiving  that 
affiftance  which  their  diftreffed  fi- 
tuation  may  require,  I  hereby  make 
known  to  them,  that  as  foon  as 
their  health  is  reftored,  they  /hall 
have  free  liberty  to  return  to  their 
reipcdtive  provinces. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  feal 
of  arms* *  at  the  Cable  of  Sr. 
X^ewis,  in  the  city  of  Quebec, 
this  10th  day  of  May,  1776. 

GUY  CARLETON. 

Sub  fiance  of  the  fpeech  made  by  Sir 
Fletcher  Norton,  Speaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons ,  to  his  Majefly , 
previous  to  that,  by  which  his  Ma- 
jejry ,  on  the  2 of  May,  put  an 
End  to  the  Second  S effort  of  the 
Fourteenth  Parliament  of  Great- 
Britain. 

•fT^HE  Speaker  obferved,  ‘‘that, 
fine?  the  commencement  of 
the  prefent  feffion,  leveral  wife, 
falutary,  and  neceffary  laws  had 
been  enabled,  particularly  the  law 
for  prohibiting  all  trade  and  com¬ 
merce  with  America,  the  law  for 
the  more  fpeedy  and  effectual  man¬ 
ning  of  his  Majeby’s  navy,  and 
the  law  for  eftabli/hing  a  national 
militia  :  he  obierved,  that  his 
faithful  Commons,  with  equal  alll- 
duify  and  attention,  performed 
their  duty  in  the  courfe  of  a  very 
long  and  fevere  feOIon  :  that  the 
bufinefs  of  America  engroil’ed  the 
^reatt-it  part  of  their  time,  and 
that  nothing  had  been  left  undone, 
on  their  part  to  bring  that  matter 
to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  cdndulion  : 
that  the  mea  lures,  nece/Tary  to  ef¬ 
fect  fo  definable  an  end,  had  brought 
on  a  very  heavy  expence  :  that  no¬ 
thing  had  been  wanting  on  the  part 
of  his  faithful  Commons  in  order 


t& flrengthen  the  hands  of  govern¬ 
ment,  ior  they  had  voted  the  mob; 
full  and  ample  fupplies:  that,  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  jufttce  and  neceffity 
of  fecuring  the  fubordinate  de= 
pendance  of  America,  they  had 
chearlully  co-operated  in  every 
propoiltion  for  fecuring  the  duty  of 
his  Mayeity’s  fubjedts  in  that  coun¬ 
try,  and  their  obedience  to  the  le- 
gifktive  power  of  Great  Britain  : 
that  his  faithful  Commons,  what* 
ever  meafures  may  have  been  taken 
for  the  fecurity  of  both,  by  a  pro¬ 
per  exertion  of  the  ftrength  of  this 
country,  did  not  wifh  for  conqueft  „ 
but  were  defnous  of  peace  and 
conciliation.  And,  on  the  whole, 
trnfling  to  his  Majefty’s  parental 
attention  to  the  interell  of  every 
part  of  the  empire,  they  had  a  full 
reliance  of  his  Majefty’s  wifdom 
and  goodnefs,  that  the  prefent 
difputes  with  America  would  be 
happily  terminated  ;  and  would  be 
eftabiiilied  on  fo  firm  a  bafis,  and 
put  on  lo  permanent  a  footing,  as 
to  prevent  a  return  of  the  fame 
evil  in  times  to  come. 


The  King’s  mofl  gracious  Speech  t& 
both  Houfes  of  Parliamenty  on 
Thurfday  the  23d  of  May  y'when 
His  Majefty  put  an  End  to  the 
aforefaid  Seffion  of  Parliament. 

My  Lords  and  Gent lemenf 

HE  conclufion  of  the  public 
bufinefs,  and  the  advanced 
feafon  of  the  year,  make  it  proper 
for  me  to  give  you  fome  rece/s  ; 
but  I  cannot  put  an  end  to  this 
fefiion  without  a/Turing  you,  that " 
the  frefh  instances  of your  affection¬ 
ate  attachment  to  me,  and  of  your 
iteady  attention  and  adherence  to 
the  true  interehs  of  your  country, 

which 
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which  you  have  fhewn  through  the 
whole  courfe  of  your  important  de¬ 
liberations*  afford  me  the  highefl 
fatisfadhon- 

No  alteration  has  happened  in 
the  date  of  foreign  affairs  fince 
your  meeting  ;  and  it  is  with  plea¬ 
sure  I  inform  you,  that  the  affu- 
rances  which  I  have  received  of 
the  difpofitions  of  the  feveral  pow¬ 
ers  in  Europe,  promife  a  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  general  tranquillity. 

Gentlemen  of  the  H.  of  Commons  y 

It  is  with  real  regret  and  conceVn 
that  I  find  myfelf  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  afking  of  my  faithful 
Commons  any  extraordinary  fup- 
plies  :  I  thank  you  for  the  readinefs 
and  difpatch  with  which  they  have 
been  granted  $  and  they  are  the 
more  acceptable  to  me,  as  you  have 
ihewn,  in  the  manner  of  railing 
them,  an  equal  regard  to  the  exig¬ 
encies  of  the  fervice,  and  the  eafe 
of  my  people  :  and  you  may  be  af- 
iured,  that  the  confidence  you  re- 
pofe  in  me  fhall  be  ufed  with  pro¬ 
per  frugality,  and  applied  only  to 
the  purpofes  for  which  it  was  in¬ 
tended. 

*  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

We  are  engaged  in  a  great  na¬ 
tional  caufe,  the  profecution  of 
which  mult  inevitably  be  attended 
with  many  difficulties  and  much  ex¬ 
pence  .  but  when  we  cenfider,  that 
the  effential  rights  and  interefts  of 
the  whole  empire  are  deeply  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  ilfue  of  it,  andean 
have  no  fafety  or  fecurity  but  in 
that  conftitutional  fubordination 
for  which  we  are  contending,  lam 
convinced  that  you  will  not  think 
any  price  too  high  for  the  prefer- 
yation  of  fuch  objects. 

I  will  ftill  entertain  a  hope,  that 
my  rebebllious  fubjedfs  may  be 
awakened  to  a  fenfeof  their  errors, 
«Vol.  XI A.  1776. 
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and  that,  by  a  voluntary  return  to 
their  duty,  they  will  juftify  me  in 
bringing  about  the  favourite  wifh 
of  my  heart,  the  reftoration  of  har¬ 
mony,  and  Che  re-ellablifhment  of 
order  and  happinefs  in  every  part 
of  my  dominions.  But,  if  a  due 
fubmiffion  fhould  not  be  obtained 
from  fuch  motives  and  fuch  difpofi¬ 
tions  an  their  part,  I  truft  that  I 
fhall  be  able,  under  the  bleffing  of 
Providence,  to  effectuate  it  by  a 
full  exertion  of  the  great  force  with 
which  you  have  intruded  me. 


Circular  Letter  written  by  Lord 
Howe,  to  the  Governors  of  the 
American  Provinces ,  on  his  Ar¬ 
rival  on  the  Coajl  of  Maffachu- 
fet’s  Bay,  and  an  inclofed  De¬ 
claration  addrefjed  to  the  Inha¬ 
bitants  ;  with  the  Resolutions  and 
Proceedings  of  the  Continental  Con - 
grefs  relative  to  both. 

Phe  Circular  Letter. 

Eagle,  off  the  Coaft  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  of  Maflachufet's  Bay,  June 
20,  1776. 

SIR, 

EING  appointed  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  fhips  and  vef- 
fels  of  his  Majefty’s  fleet  employed 
in  North  America,  and  having  the 
honour  to  be  by  his  Majeftv  con- 
ftituted  one  of  his  Commiffioners 
for  reftoring  peace  to  his  colonies, 
and  for  granting  pardons  to  fuch  of 
his  fubjedts  therein,  as  fhall  be 
duly  folicitous  to  benefit  by  that 
effedt  of  his  gracious  indulgence  ; 
I  take  the  earlieft  opportunity  to 
inform  you  of  my  arrival  on  the 
American  coaft,  where  my  firft  ob- 
jedtwillbean  early  meeting  with 
General  Howe,  whom  his  Ma- 
IR  ]  jeftf 
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j e fty  hath  been  pleafed  to  join 
wfth  me  in  the  faid  coimniiTicn. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  have  judged 
it  expedient  to  iiiue  the  inclofed 
declaration,  in  order  that  all  per- 
fo.ns  may  have  immediate  informa¬ 
tion  of  his  Majefty’s  moil  giacious 
intentions  :  and  I  delire  you  will  be 
pleafed  forthwith  to  caufe  the  faid 
declaration  to  be  promulgated,  in 
fuch  manner,  and  in  inch  places 
within  the  province  of 
as  will  render  the  fame  of  the  moft 
public  notoriety. 

Allured  of  being  favoured  with 
your  aflifh nee  in  every  meafure  for 
the  fpeedy  and  effectual  reftoration 
of  the  public  tranquillity,  1  am  to 
requefl  you  will  communicate, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  informa¬ 
tion  as  you  may  think  will  facili¬ 
tate  the  attainment  of  that  import¬ 
ant  objedt  in  the  province  over 
which  you  prefide.  I  have  the  ho¬ 
nour  to  be,  with  great  retpedl  and 
confideration,  Sir,  your  moft  obe¬ 
dient  humble  fervant, 

HOWE. 

Ihe  Declaration. 

By  Richard  Vifcount  Howe,  of 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  one 
of  the  King’s  Commiffioners 
tor  reftoring  peace  to  his  Ma¬ 
jefty’s  colonies  and  plantati¬ 
ons  in  North  America,  &c. 

WHEREAS  by  an  ad!  palled 
in  the  laft  feftion  of  parliament,  to 
prohibit  all  trade  and  intjercourfe 
with  the  colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
Ihire,  MafTachufet’s  Bay,  Rhode 
Ifland,  Connedlicut,  New  York, 
New  Jerfey,  Pennfylvania,  the 
three  lower  counties  on  Delaware, 
Manland,  Virginia,  North  Ca¬ 
rolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Geor¬ 
gia,  and  for  other  purpofes  therein 


PAPERS. 

mentioned,  it  is  enadted,  that  u  it 
fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
any  perfon  oj  perfons  appointed 
and  auihorifed  by  his  Majefty,  to 
grant  a  pardon  or  pardons  <.o  any 
number  or  defeription  of  pi  lions, 
by  proclamation  in  his  Majefty’s 
name,  to  declare  any  colony  or 
province,  colonies  or  provinces,  or 
any  county,  town,  port,  diftridt, 
or  place,  in  any  colony  or  provnee, 
to  be  at  the  peace  of  his  Maj  effy 
and  that  “  from  and  after  the 
ifluing  of  any  fuch  proclamation, 
in  any  of  the  aforefaid  colonies  or 
provinces,  or  if  his  Majefty  fhall 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  flgnify  the 
fame  by  his  royal  proclamation, 
then,  from  and  alter  the  ifluing  of 
fuch  proclamation,’"  the  faid  ‘‘  ad!, 
with  refpedt  to  fuch  colony  or  pro¬ 
vince,  colonies  or  provinces,  coun¬ 
ty,  town,  port,  diftrid!,  or  place, 
fhall  ceafe,  determine,  and  be  ut¬ 
terly  void.”  And  whereas  the 
King,  defrous  to  deliver  all  his 
fubjedts  from  the  calamities  of 
war,  and  other  opprefllons  which 
they  now  undergo  ;  and  to  reftore 
the  faid  colonies  to  his  proted!ion 
and  peace,  as  foon  as  the  conftitu- 
tionai  authority  of  government 
therein  may  be  replaced,  hath 
been  gracioufly  pleafed,  by  leiters- 
patent  under  the  great  feal,  dated 
the  6th  day  of  May,  in  the  fif¬ 
teenth  year  of  his  Majefty’s  reign, 
to  nominate  and  appoint  me,  Rich¬ 
ard  Vifcount  Howe,  of  the  king¬ 
dom  of  Ireland,  and  William 
Howe,  Efq;  General  of  his  forces 
in  North  America,  and  each  o'  us, 
jointly  and  feverally,  to  be  his 
Majeftybs  Commiflioner  and  Com- 
miffioners  for  granting  his  fieeand 
general  pardons  to -all  thole,  who 
in  the  tumult  and  diforder  of  the 
times,  may  have  deviated  from 

their 
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their  juft;  allegiance,  and  who  are 
willing,  by  a  fpeedy  return  to  their 
duty,  to  reap  the  benefits  of  the 
royal  favour  :  and  alfo  for  declar¬ 
ing  in  his  Majefty’s  name,  any 
colony,  province,  county,  town, 
port,  diftrift  or  place,  to  be  at  the 
peace  of  his  Majefty  ;  I  do  there¬ 
fore  hereby  declare,  That  due  con- 
fideration  fhall  be  had  to  the  meri¬ 
torious  fervices  of  all  perfons  who 
fhall  aid  and  aftift  in  reftoring  the 
public  tranquillity  in  the  faid  col¬ 
onies,  or  in  any  part  or  parts  there¬ 
of  :  that  pardons  fhall  be  granted, 
dutiful  reprefentations  received, 
and  every  fuitable  encouragement 
given  for  promoting  fuch  meafures 
as  fhall  be  conducive  to  the  efta- 
bliftimcnt  ol  legal  government  and 
peace,  inpurfuance  of  his  Majefty’s 
moft  gracious  purpofes  aforefaid. 

Given  on  board  his  Majefty’s 
fhip  the  Eagle,  off  the  coafts 
of  the  province  of  Maffachu- 
fet’s  Bay,  the  20th  of  June, 
1776. 

HOWE. 

%  T he  Refolution  of  the  Congrefs, 

Ip  Congrefs,  July  19. 

RESOLVED,  That  a  copy  of 
the  circular  letters,  and  of  the  de¬ 
claration  they  inclofed  from  Lord 
Howe  to  Mr.  Franklin,  Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Eden,  Lord  Dunmore,  Mr. 
Martin,  and  Sir  James  Wright, 

'  late  Governors,  fent  to  Amboy  by 
a  flag,  and  forwarded  to  Congrefs 
by  General  Wafhington,  be  pub- 
lifhed  in  the  feveral  gazettes,  that 
the  good  people  of  thefe  United 
States  may  bejnformed  of  what 
nature  are  the  "commiftions,  and 
what  the  terms ,  with  the  expedi¬ 
tion  of  which  the  infidious  court  of 
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Great  Britain  has  endeavoured  to 
amufe  and  difarm  them  ;  and  that 
the  few  who  ftill  remain  fufpended 
by  a  hope  founded  either  in  the 
juftice  or  moderation  of  their  late 
King,  may  now  at  length  be  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  valour  alone  of  their 
country  is  to  fave  its  liberties. 

Extract  from  the  Journals. 
(Signed)  Cha.  Th  omsow,  Sec. 

Lord  Howe  and  General  Howe 
iftued  a  lecond  declaration,  on  the 
19th  of  September  ;  and  a  third, 
on  the  30th  of  November  follow¬ 
ing,  the  fubftance  of  which  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  Chronicle.  * 


Si  tig u lar  R efolut ions  agreed  to,  fome 
Time  about  the  Middle  of  the  pre- 
fent  Tear ,  in  the  Council  of  Safety, 
at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  to  de~ 
flroy  the  Houfes  and  Shipping , 
rather  than  let  them  fall  into  the 
Hands  of  their  Enemies. 

In  the  Cou ncil  of  Safety. 

For  the  fafety  of  the  Province,  and 
the  good  of  the  United  Colonies, 
it  is  unanimoufly  refolved, 

THAT  the  houfes  in  the  town 
of  Savannah,  and  the  ham¬ 
lets  thereto  belonging,  together 
with  the  Shipping  now  in  our  port, 
the  friends  of  America,  who  have 
afTociated  and  appeared,  or  who 
fhall  appear  in  the  prefentalarm  to 
defend  the  fame,  and  alfo  the 
houfes  of  widows  and  orphans,  and 
none  otheis,  bejbrthwith  appraifed. 

Refolved,  i  hat  it  be  confidered, 
as  a  defeditiOQ  from  the  caufe  of 
America,  and  a  defertion  of  pro- 
perty  in  fuch  perfons,  who  have 
W  3  ami 
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and  fhall  leave  the  town  of  Savan¬ 
nah,  or  the  hamlets  thereto  belong¬ 
ing,  during  the  prefent  alarm  ;  and 
fuch  pet fons  fhall  be  precluded 
from  any  fupport  or  countenance 
towards  obtaining  an  indemnifica¬ 
tion. 

Refolved,  That  it  be  incumbent 
upon  the  friends  of  America  in  this 
province  to  defend  the  metropolis, 
as  long  as  the  fame  ihall  be  tenable. 

Relolved,  That  rather  than  the 
fame  fhall  be  held  and  occupied  by 
our  enemies,  or  the  fhipping  now 
in  the  port  of  Savannah  taken  and 
employed  by  them,  that  the  fame 
ihall  be  burnt  and  deftroyed. 

Rofolved,  That  orders  ihall  be 
iilued  to  the  commanding  officer, 
directing  him  to  have  the  forego¬ 
ing  refolution  put  in  execution. 

A  true  Copy  from  the  Minutes, 

Ed.  Langworth,  Sec. 


The  two  following  Papers  feem  to  ex¬ 
hibit  the  Extremes  of  Zeal a?uh In¬ 
difference  with  which  the  Powers 
of  Europe  regard  the  prefent 
Quarrel  between  Great  Britain, 
and  her  North- American  Colo¬ 
nies  ;  and  therefore,  cannot  hut 
be  entertaining  to  the  Reader v 

Decree  of  his  Mo  ft  Faithful  Majefly 
the  King  of  Portugal,  dated  the 
\th  of  July,  1776. 

WHEREAS  we  have  lately 
been  informed,  that  the 
Britiih  Colonies  of  North  Ame¬ 
rica  have,  by  an  adt  oi  the  Con- 
greis  held  on  the  5  th  °t  May  iaft 
pail,  not  only  declared  theiuielv.es 
entirely  free  from  all  fubjedtion  to 
the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  but 
were  moreover  adtuaily  employed 
in  forming  and  enabling  laws  by 


their  own  private  authority,  in  op® 
pofiiion  to  the  lawful  rights  of  our 
brother,  friend,  and  ally,  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  :  and  whereas  fo 
pernicious  an  example  cught  to 
engage  every  Prince,  even  thofe  it 
interefts  the  lead,  not  to  abet,  fa¬ 
vour,  or  affift,  by  any  means,  dir— 
edtly  or  indiredtly,  fuch  fubjedts  un¬ 
ited  in  fuch  diredt  and  open  rebel- 
lion^gainit  their  natural  fovereign  : 
it  is  our  pleafure,  and  we  do  here¬ 
by  ordain,  that  no  ilii p ,  with  lading 
or  without,  coming  from  any  of 
the  ports  of  the  aforefaid  Britifh 
America,  fhall  be  allowed  any  in- 
terccurfe  with,  or  entrance  into 
any  of  the  ports  of  thefe  our  king¬ 
doms,  or  of  the  dominions  there¬ 
unto  belonging  ;  but  that,  on  the 
contrary,  they  fhall  be  forced  away 
immediately  on  their  arrival,  with¬ 
out  fuccourof  any  kind  whatever; 
and  that  as  to  the  mailers  of  vef- 
fels  who  have  hitherto  been  fuffier- 
ed  to  enter  (there  not  appearing 
reafon  for  their  being  excluded)  it 
fhall  be  notified  to  them,  that  with¬ 
in  the  precife  term  of  eight  days, 
to  be  counted  fucceflively,  they 
fhall  quit,  the  laid  ports  with  their 
veffels,  which  fhall  firft  be  fearch- 
ed,  in  r  ider  todifcover  if  they  have 
gun  powder  on  board,  or  any  o~ 
ther  of  thofe  warlike  ftores,  the 
export  of  which  was  prohibited  to 
them  by  our  Royal  Decree  of  the 
2 1  ft  of  October  laft,  diredted  to 
the  officers  of  our  arfenal  and  ex¬ 
portation  duties  and  that  if  any 
iuch  Bores  or  ammunition  fhall  be 
found  put  on  board  by  health,  the 
faid  veffels,  as  a  capture  from  de¬ 
clared  rebels,  Rail  be  confifcated 
for  the  ufe  of  carrying  on  the  pub¬ 
lic  buildings  ;  and  fo  be  ft  un¬ 
der  ft  go  d  by  the  Council  of  our 

Finances, 
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Finances,  which  iliall  order  printed 
copies  of  this  our  Decree  to  be 
taken  off,  and  fixed  up  in  all  the 
public  places  of  the  city  of  Lifbon, 
and  in  all  the  ports  of  this  king¬ 
dom,  and  that  of  Algarve,  that  it 
may  come  to  the  knowledge  ot  all, 
and  that  no  one  may  plead  ignor¬ 
ance. 

Palace  of  the  Aejuda,  fourth  of 
June,  one  thoufand  leven  hundred 
and  feventy-fix. 

With  the  royal  fignature. 

Subfiance  of  a  Letter ,  dated  at  St. 
lidefonfo,  the  17 th  of  October, 
'written  by  the  Marquis  De  Gir- 
nialdr,  to  the  Governor  oj  Bilboa, 
relative  to  an  American  Corf  air, 
' which  had  taken  five  Englifh 
Ships ,  and  had  been  detained 
thereupon  at  faid  Port ,  at  the  Re- 
quefl  of  the  EngJifh  Vice-Conful ; 
voith  the  Proce  edings  of  the  Go¬ 
vernor in  confluence  thereof. 

«*  rp  H  A  T  having  received 
j  advice  from  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  Bilboa,  refpetting  the  de¬ 
tention  of  an  American  ihip,  nam¬ 
ed  the  Hawke,  Captain  John  Lee, 
and  the  feveral  atteftations  of  the 
perfons  concerned,  which  had  been 
laid  before  his  Majefty,  he  had 
been  pleafed  to  declare,  “  T  hat 
in  conlequence  of  the  amity  iub- 
f i ft i n g  between  his  Catholic  Ma¬ 
jefty  and  the  King  ofGreat'Britain, 
he  fhould  maintain  a  perfect  neu¬ 
trality  during  the  prelent  war  ; 
that  he  fhould  not  give  any  aid  to 
the  Colonifts  ;  hut  fhould  not  deny 
their  being  admitted  into  any  ports 
of  his  dominions,  while  they  con¬ 
form  to  the  law  of  the  country.” 

In  confequence  of  the  above  let¬ 
ter,  the  Governor  fet  at  liberty 
the  American  veiieb  delivered  her 
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back  her  papers,  and  fupplied  her 
with  fuch  provifions,  water,  &c. 
f'care  being  taken  that  no  prohi¬ 
bited  goods  ihould  be  fent  on 
board)  as  ihould  enable  her  to  pro¬ 
ceed  on  her  voyage. 


Reafons  ajjtgned  by  the  Continental 
Congrefsy  for  the  North-Ameri- 
can  Colonies  and  Provinces  voith- 
dr avoir g  their  Allegiance  to  the 
King  of  Great-Britain. 

In  CONGRESS,  July  4,  1776. 

A  DECLARATION  by  the 
Representatives  of  the 
UNITED  STATES  of  AME¬ 
RICA,  in  General  Con¬ 
gress  affembled. 

WHEN  in  the  courfe  of  hu¬ 
man  events  it  becomes  ne- 
cefftry  for  one  people  to  diffolve 
the  political  bands  which  have 
connected  them  with  another,  and 
to  affume  among  the  powers  of  the 
earth  the  feparate  and  equal  ftation 
to  which  the  laws  of  nature  and 
of  Nature’s  God  intitle  them,  a 
decent  refpect  to  the  opinions  of 
mankind  requires  that  they  ihould 
declare  the  caufes  which  impel 
them  to  the  feparation. 

We  hold  thefe  truths  to  be  felf- 
evident  ;  that  all  men  are  created 
equal  ;  that  they  are  endowed  by 
their  Creator  with  certain  unalien¬ 
able  rights  ;  that  among  thefe  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  purfuit  of 
happinefs.x  That  to  fecure  thefe 
rights,  governments  are  inftituted 
among  men,  deriving  their  juft 
powers  from  the  content  of  the  go¬ 
verned  ;  and  whenever  any  form 
of  government  becomes  deftrudtive 
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of  thefe  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the 
people  to  alter  or  abolifh  it,  and 
to  inftitutea  new  government,  lay¬ 
ing  its  foundation  on  fueh  princi¬ 
ples,  and  organizing  its  powers  in 
fuch  form,  as  to  them  i hall  feem 
mod  likely  to  effect  their  fafety 
and  happinefs,  Prudence  indeed 
will  dictate  that  governments  long 
eftablifhed  fhould  not  be  changed 
for  light  and  tranfient  caufes  ;  and 
accordingly  all  experience  hath 
fhewn  that  mankind  are  more 
difpofed  to  fuffer,  while  evils  are 
fufferable,  than  to  right  themfelves 
by  abolifhing  the  forms  to  which 
they  are  accuftomed  j  but  when  a 
long  train  of  abufes  and  ufurpati- 
ons,  purfuing  invariably  the  fame 
object,  evinces  a  defign  to  reduce 
them  under  abfolute  defpotifm,  it 
is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to 
throw  off  fuch  government,  and 
to  provide  new  guards  for  their 
future  fecurity.  Such  has  been  the 
patient  fufferance  of  thefe  colonies, 
and  fuch  is  now  the  neceflity  which 
conftrains  them  to  alter  their  for¬ 
mer  fy (terns  of  government.  The 
hiftory  of  the  prefent  — - — of— 
— — ,  is  a  hiftory  of  repeated  in¬ 
juries  and  ufurpations  ;  all  having 
in  direct  obje£t  the  eftabiifhment 
of  an  abfolute  tyranny  over  thefe 
States.  To  prove  this,  let  fa  (Sts  be 
fubmitted  to  a  candid  wot  Id. 

Pie  has  refufed  his  aflent  to  laws 
the  mo  ft  wholefome  and  neceiiary 
for  the  public  good. 

Pie  has  forbidden  his  governors 
to  pafs  laws  of  immediate  and 
prefling  importance,  -  unlefs  fuf- 
pended  in  their  operation  till  his 
aflent  fhould  be\  obtained  ;  and, 
when  fo  fufpended,  he  has  utterly 
negleded  to  attend  them. 

Be  has  refufed  to  pafs  other 


laws  for  the  accommodation  of 
large  diftrids  of  people,  unlefs  thefe 
people  would  relinquifh  the  rights 
of  reprefentation  in  the  legiflative^ 
a  right  ineftimable  to  them,  and 
formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legifla- 
tive  bodies  at  places  unufual,  un- 
comiortable,  and  diftant  from  the 
depofitory  of  their  public  records, 
for  the  foie  purpofe  of  fatiguing 
them  into  compliance  with  his 
meafures. 

Pie  has  diflblved  Reprefentative 
Houfes  repeatedly,  for  oppofing, 
with  manly  firmnefs,  his  invaiions 
on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refufed,  for  a  long  time 
after  fuch  diflolufion,-to  caufe  o- 
thers  to  be  ereded  whereby  the 
legiflative  powers,  incapable  of 
annihilation,  have  returned  to  the 
people  at  large  for  their  exercife  ; 
the  State  remaining  in  the  mean 
time  expofed  to  all  the  dangers  of 
invalion  from  without,  and  c©n- 
vulftons  within. 

He  has  endeavoured  to  prevent 
the  population  of  thefe  States  ;  for 
that  purpofe  obftruding  the  laws 
for  naturalization  ot  foreigners,  re¬ 
futing  to  pafs  others  to  encourage 
their  migrations  hither,  and  raifing 
the  conditions  of  new  appropria¬ 
tions  of  lands. 

.  He  has  obftruded  the  admini- 
flration  of  juftice,  by  refilling  his 
aflent  to  laws  for  eftablifhing  ju¬ 
diciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent 
on  his  will  alone,  for  the  tenure  of 
their  offices,  and  the  amount  and 
payment  of  their  falaries. 

He  has  ereded  a  multitude  of 
new  offices,  and  ient  hither  fwarms 
of  officers  to  harrafs  our  people, 
and  eat.  out  their  lubfiftence. 

• ;  •  He 
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He  has  kept  among  us  in  times 
of  Peace  ftandmg  armies,  without 
the  confent  ot  our  legiflatures. 

He  has  affedted  to  render  the 
military  independent  of,  and  fu- 
perior  to,  the  civil  power, 

He  has  combined  with,  others  to 
fubjcft  us  to  a  juriluiction  foieign 
to  our  conllitution,  and  unacknow¬ 
ledged  by  our  laws,  given  his  af- 
fent  to  their  pretended  adds  ol  legi- 
flation  : 

For  quartering  large  bodies  ol 
armed  troops  imong  us : 

For  prote&ing  them,  by  a  mock 
trial,  from  punuhmeat  tor  any 
murders  which  they  lliould  com¬ 
mit  on  tne  inhabitants  of  thele 
States  : 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with 
all  parts  of  the  world  : 

For  impofing  taxes  on  us  with¬ 
out  our  confent : 

For  depriving  us,  in  many  cafes, 
of  the  benefit  or  trial  by  jury  : 

For  tranfporting  us  beyond  feas 
to  be  tried  for  pretended  offences  : 
,  For  aboliOiing  the  free  lyltem  of 
Englilh  laws  in  a  neighbouring 
province,  eftablifhing  tnerein  an 
arbitrary  government,  and  enlarg¬ 
ing  its  boundaries,  lo  as  to  render 
it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  in- 
ltrument  for  introducing  the  fame 
ablolute  rule  into  thele  colonies: 

For  taking  away  our  charters, 
aboli/hing  our  moll  valuable  laws, 
and  altering  fundamentally  the 
forms  of  our  governments  : 

For  fufpending  our  own  legi- 
flatures,  and  declaring  themfelves 
inverted  with  power  to  legiflafiefor 
us  in  all  cafes  whatfoever. 

He  has  abdicated  government 
here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his 
protection,  and  waging  war  againtt 
us. 

He  has  plundered  our  feas,  ra¬ 
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vaged  our  coafts,  burnt  our  towns, 
and  deftroyed  the  lives  of  our  peo- 

P!e- 

He  is,  at  this  time,  tranfporting 
large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries, 
to  complete  the  works  of  death, 
defolation,  and  tyranny,  already 
begun  with  circumifances  of  cruel¬ 
ty  and  perfidy  fcarcely  paralleled 
in  the  mort  barbarous  ages,  and 
totaliy  unworthy  the  Head  ot  a 
civilized  nation. 

He  has  conrtrained  our  fellow- 
citizens,  taken  captive  on  the  high 
feas,  to  bear  arms  againft  their 
country,  to  become  the  execution¬ 
ers  of  their  friends  and  brethren,  or 
to  fall  themfelves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domeftic  infur- 
redfcions  amonglt  us,  and  has  en¬ 
deavoured  to  bring  on  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  our  frontiers  the  merci  lei's 
Indian  favages,  whofe  known  rule 
of  warfare  is  an  undiftinguirhed 
dertrudtion  of  ail  ages,  fexes,  and 
conditions. 

In  every  ftage  of  thefe  opprefli- 
ons  we  have  petitioned  for  redreis, 
in  the  mold  humble  terms ;  our  re¬ 
peated  petitions  have  been  answer¬ 
ed  only  by  repeated  injury. — A 
prince,  whofe  character  is  thus 
marked  by  every  a£t  which  may 
define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the 
ruler  ol  a  tree  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in 
attention  to  our  Britifli  brethren. 
We  have  warned  them,  from  time 
to  time,  of  attempts,  by  their  le- 
giflature,  to  extend  an  unwarrant¬ 
able  jurilllidtion  over  us ;  we  have 
reminded  them  of  the  circumtf  ances 
of  our  emigration  and  fettlement 
here  ;  we  have  appealed  to  their 
native  jultice  and  magnanimity; 
and  we  have  conjured  them  by  the 
ties  of  our  common  kindred,  to 
difavow  thefe  usurpations,  which 
[ff]  4  .  would 
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would  inevitably  interrupt  our  con¬ 
nections  and  correfpondence.  They 
too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of 
juftice  and  confangumity.  We 
muff  therefore  acquiefce  in  the  ne- 
ceflity  which  denounces  our  lepa- 
ration,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold 
the  reft  of  mankind,  enemies  in 
war,  in  peace  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  Reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  Ame¬ 
rica,  in  General  Congrefs  alfem- 
bled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme 
Judge  of  the  world  for  the  reCli- 
tude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the 
name,  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  thefe  Colonies,  fo- 
lemnly  publiili  and  declare,  that 
thefe  United  Colonies  are,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  free  and  in¬ 
dependent  states,  and  that 
they  are  abfolved  from  all  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  Britiili  crown,  and 
that  all  political  connection  be¬ 
tween  them  and  theftate  of  Great- 
Britain  is,  and  ought  to  be,  to¬ 
tally  diftblved  j  and  that,  as  free 
and  independent  States,  they  have 
full  power  to  levy  war,  conclude 
peace,  contract  alliances,  eftablifh 
commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  aCts 
and  things  which  independent 
States  may  of  right  do.  And  for 
the  fupport  of  this  declaration, 
with  a  firm  reliance  on  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  Divine  Providence,  we 
mutually  pledge  to  each  other  our 
lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  facred 
honour. 

Signed  by  order,  and  in  be¬ 
half  of  the  Congrefs, 

JOHN  HANCOCK,  Prefident. 

Atteft,  Charles  Thompson, 
Secretary. 


Articles  of  Confederation  and  perpe¬ 
tual  Union  between  the  States  of 
New-Hampfhire,  Maftacbufet’s 
Bay,  Rhode-Ifland,  Connecticut, 
New- York,  Penfylvania,  tie 
Counties  of  Newcaftle,  Kent,  and 
Suffex,  on  Delaware-River,  Ma¬ 
ryland,  Virginia,  North  Caro¬ 
lina,  South-Carolina,  Georgia. 

N.  B .  Thefe  articles  of  Confeder¬ 
ation,  after  having  been  long 
weighed  and  difcufled,  line  by 
line,  in  the  Congrefs,  were  at 
length  refolved  upon  and  figned 
by  all  the  Delegates,  the  4th  of 
October,  1776,  at  Philadelphia, 
fuch  as  they  are  here  fet  forth  j 
and  in  confequence  were  imme¬ 
diately  fent  to  the  other  States 
to  be  confirmed  by  them. 

ARTICLE  I. 

THE  Thirten  States  above 
mentioned,  confederate  them- 
felves  under  the  title  of  The 
United  States  of  America, 

II. 

They  contract,  each  in  their  own 
name,  by  the  prefent  conftitution, 
a  reciprocal  treaty  of  alliance  and 
friendfhip  tor  their  common  de¬ 
fence,  for  the  maintainance  of  their 
liberties,  and  for  their  general  and 
mutual  advantage;  obliging  them- 
felves  to  aftlft  each  other  againftall 
violence  that  may  threaten  all,  or 
any  one  of  them,  and  to  repel 
in  common  all  the  attacks  that  may 
be  levelled  againft  ail  or  any  one 
of  them,  on  account  of  religion, 
fovereignty,  commerce,  or  under 
any  other  pretext  whatfoever. 

:  •  '  ■'  III. 
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III. 

Each  State  referves  to  themfelves 
alor.e  the  exclufive  right  of  regu¬ 
lating  their  internal  government, 
and  of  framing  laws  in  all  matters 
that  are  not  included  in  the  articles 
of  the  prefent  Confederation,  and 
which  cannot  any  way  prejudice 
the  lame. 

IV. 

No  State  in  particular  fhall  ei¬ 
ther  fend  or  receive  embaflies,  be¬ 
gin  any  negociations,  contract  any 
engagements,  form  any  alliances, 
conclude  any  treaties  with  any 
king,  prince,  or  power  whatfoe- 
ver,  without  the  confent  of  the 
United  States,  aifembled  in  Gene¬ 
ral  Congrefs. 

No  perlon,  invefted  with  any 
poll  whatever  under  the  authority 
©t  the  United  States,  or  of  any  of 
them,  whether  he  has  appoint¬ 
ments  belonging  to  his  employ¬ 
ment,  or  whether  it  be  a  commif- 
fion  purely  confidential,  fhall  be 
allowed  to  accept  any  prefents, 
gratuities,  emoluments,  nor  any 
offices  or  titles  of  any  kind  whate¬ 
ver,  from  any  kings,  princes,  or 
foreign  powers. 

And  the  general  Alfembly  of 
the  United  States,  nor  any  State 
in  particular,  fhall  not  confer  any 
title  of  nobility. 

V. 

Two,  nor  feveral  of  the  faid 
States,  fhall  not  have  power  to 
form  alliances  or  confederations, 
nor  conclude  any  private  treaty 
among  themfelves,  without  the 
confent  of  the  United  States  a  (Tern- 
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bled  in  General  Congrefs,  and 
without  the  aim  and  duration  of 
that  private  convention  be  exactly 
fpecified  in  the  confent. 

VI. 

No  State  fliall  lay  on  any  im¬ 
ports,  nor  eftablifh  any  duties 
whatever,  the  effed  of  which  might 
alter  diredly,  or  indirectly,  the 
claufes  of  the  treaties  to  be  con¬ 
cluded  hereafter  by  the  Alfembly 
of  the  United  States  with  any  kings* 
princes,  or  power  whalfoever. 

VII. 

There  fliall  not  be  kept  by  any 
of  the  faid  States  in  particular, 
any  veffeis  or  fliips  of  war  above 
the  number  judged  neceffary  by 
the  Alfembly  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  defence  of  that  State  and 
its  commerce  ;  and  there  fhall  not 
be  kept  on  foot  in  time  of  peace 
by  any  of  the  faid  States,  any 
troops  above  the  number  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  Alfembly  of  the 
United  States  to  guard  the  ftrong 
places  or  forts  neceffary  for  the 
defence  of  that  State;  but  each 
State  fhall  always  keep  up  a  well- 
difciplined  militia,  fufficiently  arm3 
ed  and  equipped,  and  fliall  be 
careful  to  procure,  and  keep  in 
conftant  readinefs,  in  the  public 
magazines,  a  fufficient  number  of 
field  pieces  and  tents,  with  a  pro¬ 
per  quantity  of  ammunition  and 
implements  of  war. 

VIII. 

When  any  of  the  faid  States 
fliall  raile  troops  for  the  common 
defence,  all  the  officers  of  the  rank 

of 
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of  colonel,  and  under,  fhall  be 
appointed  by  the  legidative  body 
of  the  State  that  fhall  have  raifed 
the  troops,  or  in  fuch  manner  as 
that  State  fhall  have  judged  pro¬ 
per  to  regulate  the  nominations  ; 
and  when  any  vacancy  happens  in 
thefe  polls,  they  fhall  be  tilled  up 
by  the  faid  State. 

IX. 

All  the  expences  of  war,  and  all 
other  difburfements,  that  fhall  be 
made  for  the  common  defence  or 
the  general  weal,  and  that  fhall  be 
ordered  by  the  AlTembly  of  the 
United  States,  fhall  be  paid  out  of 
the  funds  of  a  common  treafury. 

That  common  treafury  ihall  be 
formed  by  the  contribution  of  each 
of  the  aforefaid  States,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants 
of  every  age,  fex,  or  quality,  ex¬ 
cept  the  Indians  exempt  from  taxes 
in  each  State  -f  and  in  order  to  fix 
the  quota  of  the  contribution,  every 
three  years  the  inhabitants  ihall  be 
numbered,  in  which  enumeration 
the  number  of  white  people  ihall 
be  diftinguiihed  ;  and  that  enu¬ 
meration  ihall  be  lent  to  the  A  fi¬ 
fe  mb  ly  of  the  United  States. 

The  taxes  appropriated  to  pay 
this  quota,  ihall  be  laid  and  levied 
in  the  extent  of  each  State  by  the 
authority  and  orders  ol  its  legifla- 
tive  body,  within  the  time  fixed 
by  the  AlTembly  ot.theUnited  States. 

X. 

Each  of  the  faid  States  final!  fub- 
mit  to  the  decifions  ol  the  Affem- 
bly  of  the  United  States,  in  all  the 
matters  or  queftions  referved  to  that 
AlTembly  by  the  prefent  adt  of 
Confederation. 
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No  State  fhall  engage  in  war 
without  the  confent  of  the  United 
States  aifembled  in  Congrefs,  ex¬ 
cept  in  cafe  of  adlual  invafion  of 
fome  enemy,  or  from  a  certain 
knowledge  of  a  refolution  taken 
by  fome  Indian  nation  to  attack 
them,  and  in  that  cafe  only,  in 
which  the  danger  is  too  urgent  to 
allow  them  time  to  confult  the 
other  States. 

No  particular  State  fhall  give 
any  ccmmiffion  to  veffels,  or  other 
ihips  of  war,  nor  any  letters  of 
marque  or  reprifal,  tili  after  a  de¬ 
claration  of  war  made  by  the  Af- 
fembly  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
even  in  that  cafe  they  fhall  be 
granted  only  againlt  the  kingdom 
or  tthe  power,  or  againft  the 
fubjedts  of  the  kingdom,  or  of  the 
power  againll  which  war  fhall  have 
been  Io  declared  ;  and  Ihall  con¬ 
form,  refpedting  thefe  objedts,  to 
the  regulations  made  by  the  AfTem- 
bly  of  the  United  States. 

XII. 

In  order  to  watch  over  the  ye- 
neral  intereli  of  the  United  States, 
and  diredl  the  general  affairs,  there 
Ihall  be  nominated  every  year  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  form  fettled  by  the 
legiOative  body  of  each  fUue,  a 
certain  number  of  delegates,  who 
fhall  fit  at  Philadelphia  until  the 
General  AlTembly  of  the  United 
Stateslhallhave  ordered  otherwife; 
and  the  fir  ft  Monday  in  November 
ol  each  year,  fhall  be  the  sera  fixed 
for  their  meeting. 

Each  of  the  above  mentioned 
States  Ihall  preferve  the  right  and 
power  to  recall,  at  any  time  what¬ 
ever  of  the  year,  their  delegates, 

or 
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or  any  one  of  them,  and  to  fend 
others  in  the  room  of  them  for  the 
remainder  of  the  year;  and  each 
of  the  faid  States  fhail  maintain 
their  delegates  during  the  time  of 
the  General  Alfembly,  and  alio 
during  the  time  they  fhail  be  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Council  ol  State,  of 
which  mention  fhail  be  made  here¬ 
after. 

XIII. 

Each  State  fhail  have  a  vote  for 
the  decifion  of  queftions  in  the 
General  Alfembly. 

XIV. 

The  General  Aflanbly  of  the 
United  States,  fhail  alone  and  ex- 
clufively  have  the  right  and  power 
to  decide  of  peace  and  war,  except 
in  the  cale  mentioned  in  article  XI. 
• — to  eftabliih  rules  for  judging  in 
all  cales  thelegitimacy  ol  the  prizes 
taken  by  fea  or  land,  and  to  deter¬ 
mine  the  manner  in  which  the 
prizes  taken  by  the  land  or  fea 
forces,  in  the  fervice  of  the  United 
States,  fhail  be  divided  or  em¬ 
ployed; —  to, .grant  lettersof  marque 
or  reprifal  in  time  of  peace  ; — to 
appoint  tribunals  to  take  cogni¬ 
zance  of  piracies,  and  all  other 
capital  crimes  committed  on  the 
higa  leas  j — to  eftabliih  tribunals 
to  receive  appeals,  and  judge  tonal¬ 
ly  in  all  cales  of  prizes  ; — te  lend 
and  receive  embalfadors  ; — to  ne- 
gociate  and  conclude  treaties  or 
alliances ; — to  decide  all  differences 
actually  fubfifting,  and  that  may 
arife  hereafter  be  ween  two  or  le- 
veral  of  the  aforementiond  States, 
about  limits,  juritdi&ion,  or  any 
other  caufe  whaltoever  ; — to  coin 
money,  and  fix  its  value  and  (lan¬ 
iard  ;  —  to  fix  the  weights  and 
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meafures  throughout  the  whole  ex¬ 
tent  of  the  United  States  ; — to  re¬ 
gulate  commerce,  and  treat  of  all 
affairs  with  the  Indians  who  are 
not  membe/sof  any  of  the  States; 
— to  eftabliih  and  regulate  the 
pofts  from  one  S;ate  to  another,  in 
the  whole  extent  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  receive  on  the  letters 
and  packets  lent  by  poft,  the  ne- 
ceffary  tax  to  defray  the  expence 
of  that  eftablifhment ; — to  appoint 
the  general  officers  of  the  land 
fences  in  the  fervice  of  the  Unired. 
States  ; — to  give  commiftions  to  the 
other  officers  of  the  faid  t ioops, 
who  fhail  have  been  appointed  by 
virtue  of  article  V  [II ; — to  appoint 
ail  the  officers  of  marine  in  the  i’er- 
vice  of  the  United  States  ; —  to 
frame  all  the  ordinances  neceifary 
for  the  government  and  difeipline 
of  the  fait!  land  and  fea  forces  ; 
and  to  diredt  their  operations. 

The  general  Afternbly  of  the 
United  States  fhail  be  authorized 
to  appoint  a  Council  of  State,  and 
fuch  committees  and  civil  officers 
as  they  fhail  judge  neceftary  tor 
guiding  and  difpatching  the  gene¬ 
ral  affairs,  under  their  authority, 
whilft  they  remain  fitting  ;  and 
after  their  fepeuatton,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Council  of  State. 
— They  fhail  chufe  for  prefident 
one  of  their  members,  and  for  le- 
cretary  theperfon  whom  they  ihall 
judge  fit  lor  that  place  ;  and  tiiey 
may  adjourn  at  .what  time  of  the 
year,  and  to  what  place  in  the 
United  States  they  Ihall  think  pro- 
•  per — They  ihall  have  the  right 
and  power  to  determine  and  fix 
the  fums  necelfrry  to  be  raifed,  and 
the  difburfements  necelfiry  to  be 
made  ; — to  borrow  money,  and  to 
create  bills  on  the  credit  of  the 
United  States to  build  and  fit 

Out 
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out  fleets ; — to  determine  the  num¬ 
ber  of  troops  to  be  raileehsr icept 
in  pay  ; — and  to  require  of  each  of 
the  aforefaid  States,  to  compofe  the 
army,  a  contingent  proportioned 
to  the  number  of  its  white  inhabi¬ 
tants.' — ■ — ' Thefe  requilitions  of  the 
General  Affembly  fhail  be  binding, 
and  in  confequence  the  legiflative 

bodv  of  each  State  fhail  nominate 

/ 

the  particular  officers  levy  the 
men,  arm  and  equip  them  proper¬ 
ly  ;  and  thefe  officers  and  foldiers, 
thus  armed  and  equipped,  fliall 
proceed  to  the  place,  and  within 
the  time  fixed  by  the  General 
Affembly. 

But  if  the  General  Afiemblv, 
from  fome  particular  circumftances 
ffiould  think  proper  to  exempt  one 
or  leveral  of  the  States  from  railing 
troops,  or  to  demand  of  them  lefs 
than  their  contingent,  and  fhouid 
on  the  contrary  judge  it  convenient 
that  one  or  feveral  others  fhouid 
raife  more  than  their  contingent ; 
the  number  extraordinary  demand¬ 
ed  fliall  be  raifed,  provided  with 
officers,  armed  and  equipped  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  contingent, 
unlefsthe  legiflative  body  of  that, 
or  thole  of  the  States  to  whom 
the  requifition  fhali  have  been 
made,  fhouid  deem  it  dangerous 
for  themfeives  to  be  drained  of 
that  number  extraordinary,  and  in 
that  cafe  they  fliall  furnifli  no  more 
than  what  they  think  compatible 
with  their  fafety  ;  and  the  officers 
and  foldiers  fo  railed  and  equipped 
fliall  go  to  the  place,  and  within 
the  time  fixed  by  the  General 
Affembly. 

The  General  Affembly  fliall 
never  engage  in  any  war,  nor 
grant  letters  of  marque  or  reprifal 
in  time  of  peace,  nor  contract  any 
treaties  of  alliance  or  other  con¬ 


ventions,  except  to  make  peace, 
nor  coin  money  or  regulate  its  va¬ 
lue,  nor  determine  or  fix  the  fums 
neceffary  to  be  raifed,  or  the  dif- 
hurl'ements  neceffary  to  be  made 
for  the  defence  or  advantage  of 
the  United  States,  or  of  fome  of 
them,  nor  create  bills  nor  borrow 
money  on  the  credit  of  the  United 
States,  nor  dilpofe  of  any  fums  of 
money,  nor  refolve  on  the  number 
of  ffiips  of  war  to  be  built  or  pur- 
chafed,  or  on  the  number  of 
troops  to  be  raifed  for  land  or  fea 
fervice,  nor  appoint  a  commander 
of  chief  of  the  land  or  fea  foiees, 
but  by  the  united  confent  of  nine 
of  the  States  :*  and  no  queftion  on 
any  point  whatfoever,  except  for 
adjourning  from  one  day  to  another 
fliall  be  decided  but  by  a  majority 
of  the  United  States. 

No  delegate  fhali  be  chofen  for 
more  than  three  years  out  of  fix. 

No  perfon  invefted  with  any  em¬ 
ployment  whatever  in  the  extent  o  f 
the  United  States,  and  receiving, 
by  virtue  of  that,  employment,  ei¬ 
ther  by  himfelf,  or  through  the 
hands  of  any  other  for  him,  any 
falaries,  wages,  or  emoluments 
whatever,  fhali  be  chofen  a  dele¬ 
gate. 

The  General  Affembly  fhali 
publifb  every  month  a  journal  of 
their  feffions,  except  what  fhali  re¬ 
late  to  treaties,  alliances,  or  mili¬ 
tary  operations,  when  it  fhali  ap¬ 
pear  to  them  that  thefe  matters 
ought  to  he  kept  fecret.  The  opi¬ 
nions  pro  and  con  of  the  delegates 
of  each  State,  fliall  be  entered  in 
the  journals  as  often  as  any  one  of 
the  delegates  fliall  require  it ;  and 
there  fliall  be  delivered  to  the  de¬ 
legates  of  each  Slate,  on  their  de¬ 
mand,  or  even  to  any  one  of  the 
delegates  of  each  State,  at  his  par¬ 
ticular 
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ticular  requifnion,  a  copy  ©f  the 
journal,  except  of  the  parts  above 
mentioned,  to  be  carried  to  the  le- 
giflative  body  of  his  refpeClive 
State. 

XV.  * 

The  Council  of  State  fhall  be 
compofed  of  one  delegate  of  each 
of  the  States,  nominated  annually 
by  the  other  delegates  of  his  re- 
fpeCtive  States  ;  and  the  cafe  where 
thefe  electors  might  not  be  able  to 
agree,  that  delegate  fliall  be  nomi¬ 
nated  by  the  General  Alfembly. 

The  Council  of  State  fhall  be 
authorifed  to  receive  and  open  ail 
the  letters  addreffed  to  the  United 
States,  and  anfwer  them  ;  but  fliall 
not  contraCt  any  engagements  bind¬ 
ing  to  the  United  States. — They 
fhall  correfpond  with  the  legifk- 
tive  bodies  of  each  State,  and  with 
all  perfons  employed  under  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  United  States,  or  ot 
fome  of  the  particular  legillative 
bodies. — They  fhall  addrefs  them- 
f-lves  to  thefe  legiflative  bodies,  or 
o  the  officers  to  whom  each  ftate 
fhall  have  entruffed  the  executive 
bower,  for  aid  and  sfliftance  of 
every  kind,  as  occafion  fhall  re¬ 
quire. — 1  hey  fliall  give  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  generals,  and  direct 
the  military  operations  by  land  or 
by  fea  j  but  without  making  any 
alterations  in  the  objects  or  expe¬ 
ditions  determined  by  the  General 
AfTembly,  unlefs  a  change  of  cir- 
bumftances  intervening  and  coming 
So  their  knowledge  fsnee  the  break¬ 
ing  up  of  the  AfTembly,  fhould 
render  a  change  of  meafures  indil- 
penfibly  neceflary.  They  fhall  be 
careful  of  the  defence  and  prelerva- 
ttion  of  the  fortreffes  or  fortified 
jports. — They  fliall  procure  inform¬ 
ation  of  the  fituation  and  defigns 
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of  the  enemy.— They  fliall  put  in. 
execution  the  meafures  and  plans 
that  fliall  have  been  refolved  by 
the  General  AfTembly,  by  virtue 
of  the  powers  with  which  they  are 
inverted  by  the  prefent  confeder¬ 
ation. — They  fhall  draw  upon  the 
treafurers  for  the  fums,  the  defti- 
nation  of  which  fhall  have  been 
fettled  by  the  General  AfTembly, 
and  for  the  payment  of  the  con¬ 
tracts  (which  they  may  have  made 
by  virue  of  the  powers  that  are 
granted  to.  them. — They  fhall  re- 
fpeCt  and  reprove,  they  fliall  even 
iufpend  all  officers  civil  and  military 
adting  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States. —  In  the  cafe  of 
death  or  fulpenfion  of  any  officer 
whofe  nomination  belongs  to  the 
General  AfTembly,  they  may  re¬ 
place  him  by  what  perfon  they 
think  proper  until  the  next  AfTem- 
b!y. — They  may  publifh  and  diT- 
perfe  authentic  accounts  of  the  mi¬ 
litary  operations. — They  may  con¬ 
vene  the  General  Affembiy  for  a 
nearer  term  than  that  to  which 
they  had  adjourned  when  they  fe- 
parated,  if  any  important  and  un¬ 
expected  event  fhould  require  it  for 
the  welfare  or  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  l'onie  of  them. — 
They  fliall  prepare  the  matters 
that  are  to  be  lubmitted  to  the 
infpeCtion  of  the  General  AfTem- 
bly,  and  lay  before  them  at  the 
next  fitting  all  the  letters  or  ad¬ 
vices  by  them  received,  and  fliall 
render  an  exaCt  account  of  all  that 

they  have  done  in  the  interim. - 

They  fliall  take  for  their  fee  re  tar.’ 
a  perfon  fit  for  that  employment, 
who  before  he  enters  on  his  func¬ 
tion  fliall  take  an  oath  of  fecrecy 
and  fidelity. — The  prefence  of  it- 
ven  members  of  the  Council  will 
empower  them  to  aCt.— fn  cafe  of 
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the  death  of  one  of  their  members, 
the  Council  fhall  give  notice  of  it 
to  the  colleagues  of  therieceafed, 
that  they  may  cliufe  one  of  them- 
ielves  to  replace  him  in  the  Coun¬ 
cil  until  the  holding  of  the  next 
general  meeting  ;  and  in  cafe  there 
ihould  be  but  one  of  his  colleagues 
living,  the  fame  notice  fhall  be 
given  to  him,  that  he  may  come 
and  take  his  feat  until  the  next 
fitting. 

XVI. 

In  cafe  that  Canada  fhould  be 
willing  to  accede  to  the  prefent 
confederation,  and  come  into  all 
the  meafures  of  the  United  States, 
it  fhall  be  admitted  into  the  union, 
and  participate  in  all  its  benefits. 
But  no  other  colony  fhall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  without  the  confent  of  nine 
oi the  States 

'The  above  articles  fhall  be  pro- 


pofed  to  the  legiflative  bodies  ot 
all  the  United  States,  to  be 
examined  by  them,  and  if  they 
approve  of  them,  they  are  de- 
fired  to  amhorife  their  delegates 
to  ratify  them  in  the  General  Af- 
fembly  ;  after  v/hich  all  the  articles 
which  conflitute-  the  prefent  con¬ 
federation,  fhall  be  inviolably  ob- 
ferved  by  all  and  every  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  union  fhall 
be  efiabiifhed  for  ever. 

There  fhall  not  be  made  here¬ 
after  any  alteration  in  thefe  articles, 
nor  in  any  of  them,  unlefs  that  the 
alteration  be  previoufly  determined 
in  the  General  Aflembly,  and  con¬ 
firmed  afterwards  by  the  legiflative 
bodies  of  each  of  the  United  States. 

Refoived  and  figned  at 
Philadelphia,  in  Com* 
grels,  the  4th  of 
Odlober,  1776* 
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Picture  of  the  Condition  and  Manners 
of  the  People  of  Rome,  when  firjl 
pillaged  by  the  Barbarians ;  col¬ 
lected  from  different  cotemporary 
Writers ,  particularly  Ammianus 
JVlarcellinus;  by  the  Author  of  the 
Effay  on  Public  Happinefs ,  tranflat- 
edinto  Englifh  by  J.  Kent  Efq 5 

THIS  fplendid  city  was  yet 
filled  with  riches,  when  the 
Barbarians  pillaged  it,  for  the  firlt 
time.  Several  authors  affert,  that 
many  citizens  were  in  pofleffion  of 
a  revenue  of  above  four  millions  ; 
and  that  fuch  as  were  worth  no 
more  than  a  million,  or  a  million 
and  an  half,  were  placed  only  in 
the  fecond  clafs  of  citizens.  Thefe 
indolent  and  opulent  men  imagined 
that  the  enjoyment  of  pleafure  was 
the  foie  end  of  theircreation  ;  and 
were  contented  to  remain  as  idle 
fpe&ators  of  the  events  of  war,  as 
they  were  of  the  events  of  the  Cir¬ 
cus  ;  with  this  difference  only  that 
in  thefe  lad  events,  they  feemedto 
feel  themfelves  more  intereded. 
Even  the  emperors  had,  during  a 
long  time,  accudomed  them  to  this 
luxurious  effeminacy.  “  I  go  (faid 
Aurelius  to  them,  in  one  of  his 
edidts)  “  to  fight  the  enemy  :  and 
J  will  take  care  that  the  Romans 


fhall  not  fuffer  the  flighted  uneafi- 
nefs.  Attend  to  your  games.  Fre¬ 
quent  your  Circus.  It  is  our  part 
to  conduct  the  public  bufinefs.  But 
you  fhould  be  entirely  devoted  to 
pleafure  It  is  eafy  to  conceive 
that  in  the  midft  of  fo  much  lux¬ 
ury,  and  effeminacy,  the  public 
morals  were  daily  degenerating. 
Petronius  and  Lucian  have  made 
us  diffidently  acquainted  with  the 
parade  and  extravagance,  peculiar 
to  the  entertainments*  which  were 
given  in  their  times  :  but  as  Ammi¬ 
anus  Marcellinus  hath  taken  the 
pains  to  defcribe  the  manners  of 
the  Romans,  during  a  Jefs  diftant 
period,  namely,  the  age  in  which 
he  lived,  the  reader  will,  probably, 
be  pleafed  if  we  prefent  him  with 
the  whole  paffage,  as  related  \a 
the  fixth  chapter  of  the  fourteenth 
book. 

‘‘  Were  you,  on  your  arrival  at 
Rome,  to  be  introduced,  as  a  re¬ 
putable  foreigner,  to  an  opulent, 
or  in  other  words,  a  very  oflenta- 
tious  man,  your  firft  reception 
would  be  accompanied  with  every 
mark  of  politenefs  ;  after  having 
been  overpowered  by  queflions,  to 
which  it  will  be  the  mod  frequently 
neceffary  to  anfwer,  by  relating 
fome  extravagant  dories,  you  will 


*  Ego  efficiam  ne  fit  aliqua  folicitudo  Romana.  Vacate  ludis,  vacate  Circenfibus ; 
nos  publicse  neceffitates  teneant,  vos  occupent  voluptates.  (Vopifcu*.) 
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become  aftcnidred  lo  find?  that  a 
perfcn  cf  fuch  diftindtion,  fhould 
treat  a  fimple  individual  with  fo 
refpedlful  an  attention  :  nay,  you 
will  even  be  ready  to  condemn 
yourfelf  for  not  having  vifited  fo 
charming  a  city,  ten  years  fooner. 
But  if,  encouraged  by  this  obliging 
welcome,  you  fhould  return  on  the 
morrow,  to  pay  your  compliments, 
a  ftranger,dropped  from  the  clouds 
could  not  be  more  dared  at.  Who 
is  he  ?  and  whence  comes  he  ? 
would  be  circulated  in  ill- bred 
whifpers  round  the  room.  At 
length,  however,  you  will  attain 
to  the  honour  ofbeing  known,  and 
admitted  on  a  familiar  footing  ; 
but  yet,  if,  after  three  years  of 
affiducus  attendance,  you  were  to 
abfent  yourfelf,  for  the  lame  fpace 
of  time,  you  would  not,  on  your 
return,  be  either  alked  how  you 
had  been  employed,  or  even  told 
that  the  lofs  of  your  company  was 
perceived.  This  abfurdity  is  car¬ 
ried  dill  farther  ;  for,  previous  to 
the  giving  of  thofe  entertainments, 
which  are  fo  long,  and  fo  detri¬ 
mental  to  health,  it  is  a  matter  of 
tedious  deliberation,  whether,  ex- 
clufive  of  fuch  guefts,  as  are  en¬ 
titled  to  invitations,  any  ftrangers 
ilia  11  alfo  beafked  :  and  if,  after  a 
lull  healing,  and  on  mature  reflec¬ 
tion,  this  point  be  carried  in  the 
affirmative,  then  the  great  adepts 
in  all  the  la\ys  of  public  games, 
who  never  fail  to  mount  guard  at 
thehoufesof  the  charioteers  be¬ 
longing  to  the  Circus,  or  perfons 
the  molt  ifidrudfed  in  the  icience, 
and  the  tricks  of  play,  are  the  only 
drangers  dedined  to  be  admitted. 
As  to  the  men  of  learning,  and 
•virtue,  they  are  diuijned,  as  the 
tireforne  and  ulelefs  didurbers  of 
fedive  mirth  ;  nor  doth  it  once 


employ  their  thoughts  that  the  No - 
menclatores ,  accudomed  to  fell  the 
favours  of  their  maders,  take  care 
to  invite  to  the  fead,  and  the  di- 
ftributions,  only  the  mod  obfcure 
and  inferior  individuals,  from 
whom  they  can  extort  more  money, 
than  from  the  others.  I  fliall  pals 
dightly  over  that  fumptuous  pro- 
fufion,  in  their  entertainments,  and 
particularly  tbofe  voluptuous  re¬ 
finements  lately  introduced,  to  take 
notice  of  the  ridiculous  cavalcades 
attending  on  our  odematious,  rich 
men,  who  armifing  themfelves  with 
running  pod,  up  and  down  the 
dreets  at  the  rifk  of  breaking  their 
necks,  on  the  pavement,  are  fol¬ 
lowed  by  fuch  a  numerous  train  of 
domedics,  that  to  borrow  the  ex- 
predion  of  a  comic  writer,  they 
do  not  even  leave  the  fool  behind 
to  keep  houfe  j  however  abfurd 
this  diverfion  be,  the  very  matrons 
are  not  adiamed  to  follow  it,  but 
hurry  through  every  quarter  of  the 
town  in  open  litters,  in  thefe 
pompous  proceflions,  nothing  is 
negledfed,  and  as  the  expert  gene¬ 
ral,  who  marflials  his  army  in  a 
proper  order  of  battle,  places  his 
heavy  infantry  in  the  front  line, 
his  light  infantry  in  the  fecond  line, 
and  his  bowmen  in  the  rear,  fo  the 
matter  of  the  ceremonies,  bearing 
a  wand  in  his  hand,  fingles  out  all 
thofe  who  are  to  have  the  honour 
of  walking  before  the  triumphal 
car,  and  conftantly  obliges  the 
black  troop  of  cooks,  fcullions,  &e» 
to  fall  back  into  the  hinder  ranks. 
Thefe,  again,  are  followed  by  the 
remaining  number  of  footmen,  and 
by  the  Commenfales  :  the  proceilion 
is  then  clofed  by  the  eunuchs,  a 
deformed  multitude,  who  teach  us 
to  execrate  the  memory  of  Semira- 
inis,  that  barbarous  queen,  wrho, 

firft 


CHARACTERS, 


3 


fir  ft  violating  the  laws  of  nature, 
ailed  this  tender,  but  imprudent 
mother,  with  regret,  for  having 
too  early  fliewn,  in  the  generations 
which  werelcarce  begun,  the  hope 
of  future  generations.  In  luch  a 
flate  of  manners,  it  will  eafily  be 
iuppofed,  that  the  few  houfes,  in 
which  the  fciences  were  formerly 
cultivated,  are  now  only  the  recep¬ 
tacles  ol  vain  and  frivolous  plea- 
fures  :  fo  that  in  the  place  ofora- 
tors,  and  phi  to  fo  pliers,  nothing  is 
heard  from  morning  till  night,  ex¬ 
cept  the  found  ot  flutes,  and  the 
airs  of  the  mufleians.  As  to  the 
libraries,  they  are  more  {hut  up 
and  more  abandoned  than  the  fe- 
puichres  ;  dances,  accompanied  by 
wind  inftruments,  are  fubftituted 
in  their  room  :  nay,  to  fo  fliameful 
a  length  have  thefe  indignities 
been  carried,  that  when  the  famine 
had  rendered  it  neceflary  to  fend 
all  foreigners  out  of  the  city,  the 
law  was  rigoroufly  put  in  execution 
againft  every  one  of  thofe  ufeful 
men,  who  were  the  inftruftors  in 
liberal  arts;  whilft  mimics,  ftage- 
piayers,  and  even  three  thoufand 
female  dancers,  with  their  whole 
band  of  muficians  and  fingers,  were 
fuffered  to  remain  within  the  capi 
tab  Whereloever  you  turn  your 
eyes,  you  will  alfo  perceive  the  wo¬ 
men  painted  and  ridiculoufly  drelT- 
ed  ;  thefe  tire  you  more  by  their 
continual  dancing,  than  the  fatigue 
rhemfelves  ;  and  thefe,  had  they 
been  married  to  honeft  men, 
might  have  fupplied  theftate  with 
an  ufeful  army  of  citizens.  Rome 
was  once  a  fureafylum  to  every  in¬ 
dividual,  who  introduced  the  arts 
and  induftry  ;  but  now,  a  foolifh 
and  unaccountable  vanity  efteems 
every  thing  vile  and  abjeft,  which 
comes  from  beyond  the  Pomtsrium, 


I  muft,  however,  except  the  un¬ 
married  men,  and  fuch  as  have  no 
heirs.  Thefe  are  loaden  with  re- 
fpe<ft  and  complaifance  ;  although 
another  felfilh  refinement  makes  us 
avoid  even  the  tendered  duties  of 
humanity  ;  for  the  moft  terrible 
difeafes,  raging  within  this  capital 
of  the  world,  have  occafioned  a 
drift  prohibition  of  the  lead  com¬ 
munication  with  thofe  unhappy 
wretches;  who  are  infefted  with 
them  :  and  it  is  now  cudomary^ 
not  only  to  think  it  fuflicient,  if 
fome  domedics  be  fent  to  thefe  per¬ 
sons,  to  enquire  of  them  any  par¬ 
ticular  news,  but  to  oblige  the  mef- 
fenger  to  go  through  long  abluti¬ 
ons,  before  he  can  be  admitted  to 
deliver  the  anfwer.  How  delicate 
thefe  men  are  l  and  yet  if  you  in¬ 
vite  them  to  a  feaft,  or  offer  them 
money,  they  will  run  for  you,  even 
to  Spoletum.  Such  are  the  man¬ 
ners  of  the  nobility  :  as  to  the 
common  people,  they  generally 
fpend  the  night  in  drinking  houfes, 
or  even  in  the  theatres,  under  thofe 
booths,  the  invention  of  which  we 
owe  to  Catulus,  who  firft  intro¬ 
duced  at  Rome  thefe  far-fetched 
commodities,  which  might  better 
have  become  Capua,  than  the  city 
of  Romulus.  Multitudesare  intoxi¬ 
cated  with  a  pafllon  for  gaming. 
Others  expofe  themfelves,  during 
whole  days,  to  the  heat,  and  the 
rain,  to  be  the  umpires  amongft 
the  charioteers,  and  decide  on  the 
events  of  the  Circus.  Arnidd:  fuch 
frivolous  engagements,  is  it  poflible 
that  the  Romans  can  ever  be  rea- 
fonably  employed  ?  &c.  &cP 


Curious  Particulars  relating  to  the 
ancient  Academy  and  Philofopbers 
of  Athens  ;  tw,ith  fome  Account  of 
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the  more  peculiar  Manners ,  CuJ- 
tomsy  fffc,  of  the  modern  Greek, 
TuikiHi,  and  Albanian  Inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  City  audits  ‘Territory  j 
from  Dr.  Chandler’s  Travels  in 
Greece. 

ATHENS  maintained  under 
the  Romans  its  reputation  for 
philofophy  and  eloquence,  and  con¬ 
tinued,  though  fubdued,  the  me¬ 
tropolis  of  learning,  the  fchool  of 
art,  the  centre  of  tafte  and  genius. 
The  Gymnafia  and  the  gardens  of 
the  philofophers  were  decorated 
with  the  capital  works  of  eminent 
matters,  and  ftill  frequented.  The 
fierce  warior  was  captivated  by 
Greece  and  fcience,  and  Athens 
humanized  and  polifhed  the  con¬ 
querors  of  the  world.  But  Sylla 
greatly  injured  the  city,  by  tranf- 
porting  to  Rome  the  public  library 
which  had  been  founded  by  Pitt- 
ftratus,  carefully  augmented  by 
the  people,  removed  by  Xerxes 
into  Perfia,  and  lettered  long  after 
by  Seleucus  Nicanor.  The  fpirit 
of  learning  drooped  on  the  lofs  , 
and  the  Roman  youth,  under  Ti¬ 
berius,  were  lent  to  ftudy  at  Mar- 
feilles,  inftead  of  Athens.  Even 
there  the  barbarous  Gauls  joined 
in  the  purluit  of  eloquence  and 
philofophy.  The  fophift,  as  well 
as  the  phyttcian,  was  hired  to  fet¬ 
tle  among  them  ;  and  the  nation 
was  civilized  by  the  Greek  city. 

The  emperor  Adrian  embellifh- 
ed  Athens  with  a  noble  library, 
and  a  new  Gymnafium,  and  re- 
ftored  fcience  to  its  antient  feat. 
Lollianus,  an  Ephefian,  was  firft 
railed  to  the  high  dignity  of  the 
fophittical  throne,  which  was  after- 

*  About  46  81.  See 
the  errata  and  p.  169.. 


wards  filled  by  Atticus  Herodes, 
and  by  other  eminent  and  iiluttri- 
ous  perfons.  The  number  of  pro- 
fetters  was  increafed  bv  Antoni- 

■4 

nus  the  philofopher,  who  had  ttu- 
died  under  Herodes.  Plis  eftabliflu 
nient  confifted  of  thirteen ;  two 
Platonifts,  as  many  Peripatetics, 
Stoics,  and  Epicureans,  with  two 
Rhetoricians  and  Civilians  5  and 
a  piefident  tty  led  VrafeEi  of  the 
Touth.  The  ftudent  proceeded 
from  the  philofopher  to  the  rheto¬ 
rician,  and  then  to  the  civilian. 
A  yearly  falary  of  fix  hundred  aurei 
or  pieces  of  gold  *  was  annexed  to 
each  of  the  philofophical  chairs  ♦ 
and  one  of  a  talent  to  thofe  of  the 
civilians.  The  profettors,  unlefs 
appointed  by  the  emperors,  were 
elected  after  a  folemn  examination 
by  the  principal  magiftrates. 

Education  now  flourished  in  all 
its  branches  at  Athens.  The  Ro¬ 
man  world  reforted  to  its  fchools, 
and  reputation  and  riches  awaited 
the  able  preceptor.  The  tender 
mind  was  duly  prepared  for  the 
manly  ftudies  of  philofophy  and 
eloquence.  Age  and  proficiency 
were  followed  by  promotion-  The 
youth  was  advaned  into  the  high¬ 
er  clafles,  enrolled  with  the  philo¬ 
fophers,  and  admitted  to  their  ha¬ 
bit,  The  title  offophitt  was  confer¬ 
red  on  him,  when  mature  in  years 
and  erudition ;  and  this  was  an  ho¬ 
nour  lo  much  affedted,  that  the  at¬ 
tainment  of  it  alnioft  furnifhed  an 
apoiogy  for  inloient  pride  and  ex¬ 
travagant  elation.  It  was  a  cuftom 
of  the  matters  to  inferibe  on  mar¬ 
ble  the  names  of  their  fcholars  ; 
thofe  of  Attica  ranged  under  their 
refpedtive  tribes  ;  and  alfo  to  what 
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demos  or  borough  each  belonged. 
Some  fpecimens  of  thefe  regifters 
are  preferved  in  the  Oxford  col¬ 
lection,  and  many  fragments  are 
yet  extant  at  Athens. 

At  this  period  Athens  abounded 
in  philofophers.  It  fwarmed,  ac¬ 
cording  to  Lucian,  with  clokes  and 
ftaves  and  fatchels  ;  you  beheld 
every  where  a  long  beard,  a  book 
in  the  left  hand,  and  the  walks 
full  of  companies,  difcourfing  and 
reafoning.  The  cloke  or  Tribo- 
nium  was  the  habit  of  all  the  or¬ 
ders.  The  general  colour  was 
dark,  but  the  Cynic  wore  white, 
and,  with  the  Stoic,  had  the  folds 
doubled.  One  fhoulder  was  bare  ; 
the  hair  hanging  down ;  the  beard 
unfhaven.  The  Cynic,  with  the 
Stoic  and  Pythagorean,  was  flo- 
venly  and  negligent,  his  cloke  in 
tatters,  his  nails  long,  and  his  feet 
naked.  The  Cynic  was  armed 
with  a  half,  as  a  defence  from 
dogs  or  the  rabble.  The  Sophift 
was  adorned  with  purple,  and  com¬ 
monly  polifhed  as  well  in  drefs  and 
perfon  as  in  manners  and  language. 
It  behoved  the  profeflor,  as  Luci¬ 
an  affirms,  to  behandfomely  cloth¬ 
ed,  to  be  (leek  and  comely,  and 
above  all  to  have  a  flowing  beard 
infpiring  thofe  who  approached 
him  with  veneration,  and  fuitable 
to  the  falary  he  received  from  the 
emperor. 

A  learned  father  *,  who  was 
cotemporary  with  Julian  at  Athens, 
has  defcribed  the  manner  in  which 
the  Novice  was  treated  on  his  ar¬ 
rival  there,  with  the  ceremony  of 
initiation.  He  was  firft  furrounded 
by  the  pupils  and  partisans  of  the 
different  Sophilts,  all  eager  to  re¬ 
commend  their  favourite  mafler. 


He  was  hofpitably  entertained  ; 
and  afterwards  the  ftudents  were 
allowed  to  attack  him  with  rude 
or  ingenuous  deputation,  as  each 
was  difpofed.  This,  the  relater 
has  furmifed,  was  intended  to  mor¬ 
tify  conceit,  and  to  render  him 
traCtable.  He  was  next  to  be  in¬ 
verted  with  the  habit.  A  procef- 
fion  in  pairs,  at  equal  diftances, 
condu&ed  him  through  the  Agora 
to  a  public  bath,  probably  that 
without  Dipylon  by  the  monument 
of  Anthemocritus.  An  oppofition 
was  feigned  on  their  approach  to 
the  door,  fome  calling  out  and  for¬ 
bidding  his  admiflion,  fome  urging 
on  and  knocking.  Thefe  prevailed. 
He  was  introduced  into  a  warm 
cell,  wafhed ,  and  then  clothed  with 
the  Tribonium.  He  was  faluted 
as  an  equal  on  his  coming  out, and 
re- conducted.  No  one  was  buffered 
to  appear  in  that  drefs  at  Athens 
without  the  permirtlon  of  the  So- 
phifts  and  this  ceremony,  which 
was  attended  with  confiderable  ex¬ 
pence. 

The  philofophers  were  long  as 
diftinguifhed  by  their  averfion  to 
Chriftianity  as  by  their  garment. 
It  is  recorded  of  Juftin  Martyr, 
that  he  preached  in  the  Tribonium, 
to  which  he  had  been  admitted  be¬ 
fore  his  converfion.  Some  monks 
alfo,  whom  the  Gentiies  termed 
impoftors,  artumed  it,  uniting  with 
fpiritual  pride  and  confummate  va¬ 
nity,  an  affectation  of  Angular  hu¬ 
mility,  and  ofindifference  to  world¬ 
ly  fliow.  But  the  emperor  jovian 
commanding  the  temples  to  be  iliut, 
and  prohibiting  facrifice,  the  pru¬ 
dent  philofopher  then  concealed  his 
profefiion,  and  relinquiflied  his 
cloke  for  the  common  drefs.  The 
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Order  was  treated  with  feverity  by 
Valens  his  fucceilbr,  becaufe  fome 
of  them,  to  animate  their  party, 
bad  foretold  that  the  next  emperor 
would  be  a  Gentile.  They  were 
addicted  to  divination  and  magic, 
and  it  was  pretended,  had  partly 
difcovered  his  name.  The  habit 
was  not  wholly  laid  afide.  In  the 
next  reign,  a  fedition  happened  at 
Alexandria,  when  Olympius  a 
philofopher,  wearing  the  cloke, 
was  exceedingly  aftive,  urging  the 
Gentiles  to  repel  the  reformers,  and 
not  to  remit  of  their  zeal  or  bedil- 
heartened  becaule  they  were  dif- 
poffeffed  of  their  idols  for  the 
powers,  whichhad  inhabited  them, 
were,  he  after  ted,  flown  away  into 
heaven.  The  heathen  philofophers 
gradually  difappeared  ;  but  the 
Chriftian,  their  fucceffors,  are  not 
yet  extinCt,  ftill  flourifhing  in  ca¬ 
tholic  countries,  and  differing  not 
lefs  than  the  ancient  feCts,  in  drefs, 
tenets,  and  rules  of  living, 

The  decline  of  philofophy  muft 
have  deeply  affeCted  the  profperity 
of  Athens.  A  gradual  defertion  of 
the  place  followed,  Minerva  could 
no  longer  proved  her  city.  Its 
beauty  was  violated  by  the  pro- 
conful,  who  dripped  Pcecileofits 
precious  paintings.  It  was  for- 
faken  by  good  fortune,  a  tad  would 
have  lingered  in  decay,  but  the 
Barbarians  interpofed,  and  fud- 
denly  completed  its  downfall. 
When  the  Goths  were  in  pofteflion 
of  it  in  the  time  of  Claudius,  two 
hundred  and  ftxty-nine  years  after 
Thrift,  they  amafted  all  the  books, 
intending,  it  is  related,  to  burn 
them  ;  but  deftfted,  on  a  reprefen- 
tation  that  the  Greeks  were  divert¬ 
ed  by  the  amufements  of  ftudy 
from  military  purfuits.  Alaric,  un¬ 
der  Arcadius  and  Honorius,  was 

'■  •  >,  j'i  s  ’ 


not  afraid  of  their  becoming  fol- 
diers.  The  city  was  pillaged,  and 
the  libraries  were  confirmed.  De^ 
valuation  then  reigned  within,  and 
folitude  without  its  walls.  T  he 
fweet  firens,  the  vocal  nightingales, 
as  the  Sophifts  are  fondly  ftyled, 
were  heard  no  more.  Philofophy 
and  eloquence  were  exiled,  and 
their  ancient  feat  occupied  by  ig¬ 
norant  honey -factors  of  mount  Hy- 
mettus. 

Athens,  after  it  was  abandoned 
by  the  Goths,  continued,  it  is 
likely,  for  ages  to  preferve  the  race 
of  its  remaining  inhabitants  un¬ 
changed,  and  uniform  in  language 
and  manners.  Pliftory  is  fiient  of 
its  fuffering  from  later  incurfions, 
from  wars,  and  maflacres.  Plenty 
and  the  profpe&of  advantage  pro- 
dues  new  fettlers  ;  but,  where  no 
trade  exifts,  employment  will  be 
wanting,  and  Attica  was  never 
celebrated  for  fertility.  The  pla¬ 
gue  has  not  been,  as  at  Smyrna,  a 
frequent  vifitant ;  becaufe  the  in- 
tercoufe  fubftfting  with  the  iflands 
and  other  places  has  been  final!, 
and  the  port  is  at  a  ditlance.  The 
plague  defcribed  by  Thucydides 
began  in  the  Piraeus,  and  the 
Athenians  at  firft  believed  that  the 
enemy  had  poifoned  the  wells.  If, 
from  inadvertency,  the  infe&ion 
be  now  admitted  into  the  town, 
the  Turks  as  well  as  the  Greeks 
have  the  prudence  to  retire  to 
their  houfes  in  the  country,  or  to 
the  monafteries,  and  it  feidom 
prevails  either  fo  longer  fo  terribly 
as  in  cities  on  thecoaft. 

A  colony  of  new  proprietors 
was  introduced  into  Athens  by  Ma¬ 
homet  the  Second  ;  but  the  people 
fecured  fome  privileges  by  their 
capitulation,  and  have  fince  obtain¬ 
ed  more  by  addrefs  or  money.  The 
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Turk  has  favoured  the  fpot,  and 
beftowed  on  it  a  milder  tyranny. 
The  Kiflar  Aga  or  chief  of  the 
black  Eunuchs  at  Conftantinople 
is  their  patron  ;  and  by  him  the 
Turkifh  magistrates  are  appointed. 
TheVaiwcxde  purchafes  his  govern¬ 
ment  yearly,  but  circumfpe&ion 
and  moderation  arerequifite  in  ex¬ 
acting  the  revenue,  and  the  ulual 
concomitants  ofhis  ftation  are  un- 
eafmefs,  apprehenlion,  and  danger. 
The  impatience  of  oppreliion, 
when  general,  begets  public  ven¬ 
geance.  The  'lurks  and  their 
vaflfals  have  united,  feized  and  cut 
their  tyrants  in  pieces,  or  forced 
them  to  feek  refuge  in  the  moun¬ 
tains  or  in  the  Acropolis.  An  in- 
furre&ion  had  happened  not  many 
vears  before  we  arrived,  and  the 
diftrefs,  which  followed  from  want 
of  water  in  the  fortrefs,  was  del- 
cribed  to  us  as  extreme. 

The  Turks  of  Athens  are  in  ge¬ 
neral  more  polite,  focial,  and  af¬ 
fable,  than  is  common  in  that 
ttately  race  ;  living  on  more  equal 
terms  with  their  fellow-citizens, 
and  partaking,  in  ibme  degree,  of 
the  Greek  character.  The  fame 
intermixture,  which  has  foftened 
their  aufterity,  has  corrupted  their 
temperance  ;  and  many  have  fore¬ 
gone  the  national  abttinence  from 
wine,  drinking  freely,  except  dur¬ 
ing  their  Ramazan  or  Lent.  Some 
too  after  a  long  lapfe  have  re-af- 
fumed,  and  rigidly  adhere  to  it,  as 
fuiting  the  gravity  of  a  beard,  and 
the  decorum  of  paternal  authority. 
Several  of  he  families  date  their 
fettlenient  from  the  taking  of  the 
city.  They  are  reckoned  at  about 
three  hundred.  Their  number, 
though  comparatively  fmall,  is 
more  than  fumcient  to  keep  the 
ChrilliaRs  fully  lenfibie  of  their 


mattery.  The  Turks  poffefs  from 
their  childhood  an  habitual  fupe- 
riority,  and  awe  with  a  look  the 
loftiett  vaflal.  Their  deportment 
is  often  ftern  and  haughty.  Many 
in  private  life  are  diftinguifhed  by 
ttrid  honour,  by  punctuality,  and 
uprightnefs  in  their  dealings  ;  and 
almott  all  by  external  fanCtity  of 
manners.  If  they  are  narrow  mind¬ 
ed  in  the  extreme,  it  is  the  refult 
of  a  confined  education  ;  and  an 
avaricious  temper  is  a  natural 
confequence  of  their  rapacious  go¬ 
vernment. 

The  Greeks  may  be  regarded  as 
the  reprefentativesof  the  old  Athe¬ 
nians.  We  have  related,  that,  ort 
our  arrival  in  the  Piraeus,  an  Ar- 
chon  came  from  the  city  to  receive 
us.  The  learned  reader  was  per¬ 
haps  touched  by  that  refpeCtable 
title,  and  annexed  to  it  fome  por¬ 
tion  of  its  claffical  importance  ; 
but  the  Archons  are  now  mere 
names,  except  a  tall  fur-cap,  and 
a  fuller  and  better  drefs  than  is 
worn  by  the  inferior  dalles.  Some 
have  fhops  in  the  Bazar,  fome  are 
merchants,  or  farmers  of  the  pub¬ 
lic  revenue.  The  families  ftyled 
Archontic,  are  eight  or  ten  in 
number  ;  moftly  on  the  decline. 
The  perfon,  who  met  us,  was  ot 
one  reckoned  very  ancient,  which* 
by  his  account,  had  been  fettled 
at  Athens  about  three  hundred 
years,  or  after  Mahomet  the  Se¬ 
cond.  His  patrimony  hadfuffered 
from  the  extortions  of  a  tyrannical 
Vaiwode,  but  he  had  repaired  the 
lofs  by  trade,  and  by  renting  petty 
governments.  The  ordinary  habit 
of  the  meaner  citizens  is  a  red 
ikull-cap,  a  jacket,  and  a  falh 
round  the  middle,  loofe  breeches 
or  trowfers,  which  tie  with  a  large 
knot  before,  and  a  long  veft,  which 
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they  hang  on  their  fhoulders,  lined 
with  wool  or  fur  for  cold  weather. 
By  following  the  lower  occupati¬ 
ons,  they  procure,  not  without 
difficulty,  a  pittance  of  profit  to 
fubfill  them,  to  pay  their  tribute- 
money,  and  to  purchafe  garments 
for  the  feftivals,  when  they  mu¬ 
tually  vie  in  appearing  well-cloth¬ 
ed,  their  pride  even  exceeding  their 
poverty. 

The  lordly  Turk  and  lively 
Greek  neglecting  pafturage  and  a- 
grieulture,  that  province,  which 
in  Alia  Minor  is  occupied  by  the 
Turcomans,  has  been  obtained  in 
Europe  by  the  Albanians  or  Alba- 
nefe.  Thefe  are  a  people  remote 
from  their  original  country,  which 
was  by  the  Calpian  fea,  fpreading 
over  and  cultivating  alien  lands, 
and,  as  of  old,  addicted  to  univer- 
fal  hulbandry  and  to  migration.  It 
is  chiefly  their  bufinefs  to  plough, 
fow,  and  reap  ;  dig,  fence,  plant, 
and  prune  the  vineyard  attend 
the  watering  of  the  olive-tree ;  and 
gather  in  the  harveft  :  going  forth 
before  the  dawn  of  day,  and  re¬ 
turning  joyous  on  the  fclofe  of  their 
labour.  If  fhepherds,  they  love  on 
the  mountains,  in  the  vale,  or  the 
plain,  as  the  varying  feafons  re¬ 
quire,  under  arbours  or  fheds  co¬ 
vered  with  boughs,  tending  their 
flocks  abroad,  or  milking  the  ewes 
and  fhe-goats  at  the  fold,  and 
making  cheefe  and  butter  to  fup- 
ply  the  city.  Inured  early  to  fa¬ 
tigue  and  the  fun,  they  are  hardy 
and  robuft,  of  manly  carriage, 
veiy  different  from  that  of  the 
fawning  obfequious  Greek,  and  of 
defperate  bravery  under  every  dif- 
advantage,  when  compelled  by  ne- 
ceffity  or  oppreflion,  to  unite  and 
endeavour  to  extort  l  edrefs.  Their 
habit  is  Ample  and  fuccind,  reach¬ 


ing  to  the  knees-  They  have  a 
national  language,  and  are  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Greek  communion. 

The  Chriftians,  both  Greeks  and 
Albanians,  are  mofe  immediately 
fuperintended  by  the  Archbifhop, 
and  by  the  two  Epitropi  or  cura¬ 
tors,  who  are  choien  from  among 
the  principal  men,  and  venerable 
for  their  long  beards.  Thefe  en¬ 
deavour  to  quiet  ail  cV’fputes,  and 
prevent  the  parties  from  recurring 
to  the  fevere  tribunal  of  the  Cadi 
or  Turkijfh  judge,  watching  over 
the  commonweal,  and  regulating 
its  internal  polity,  which  ftill  re¬ 
tains  fome  faint  and  obfcure  traces 
of  the  antient  popular  form,  though 
without  dignity,  or  importance* 
The  fee  was  now  pofTefled  by  Bar¬ 
tholomew,  a  Walachian,  who  had 
lately  purchafed  it  at  Conftantino- 
ple.  He  was  abfent  when  we  ar¬ 
rived  ;  but  on  his  return  to  Athens, 
fent  us  a  prefent  of  fine  fruit  and 
of  honey  from  M.  Hymettus  ;  and 
came  to  vifit  us  at  the  convent,  on 
horfeback,  attended  by  a  virger 
and  fome  of  his  clergy  on  foot. 
He  was  a  -comely  and  portly  man, 
with  a  black  thick  beard. 

A  traditional  ftory  was  related 
to  us  at  Smyrna  and  afterwards  at 
Athens,  to  illuflrate  the  native 
quicknefs  of  apprehenfion,  which, 
as  if  tranfmiflive  and  the  property 
of  the  foil,  is  inherited  even  by 
the  lower  clafles  of  the  people.  A 
perfon  made  trial  of  a  poor  fhe- 
pherd,  whoiq  he  met  with  his 
flock,  demanding,  ns  ;  xcu 
;  xca  ntcq  ;  xccs  vocr».  From 
ivhenre  ?  and  inhere  P  and  hove  ? 
and  horn  many  ?  He  was  anfwered 
without  hefitation,  and  with  equal 
brevity,  usr  uq  Ayi^a^os 
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Athens ,  to  Livadia ,  Theodore,  and 
five  hundred.  In  the  citizens  this 
aptitude  not  being  duly  cultivated, 
inftead  of  producing  genius,  dege¬ 
nerates  into  cunning.  They  are 
juftly  reputed  a  moft  crafty,  fubtle, 
and  acute  race.  It  has  beenjocofeiy 
affirmed,  that  no  Jew  can  live  a- 
mong  them,  becaufe  he  will  be 
continually  out-witted.  They  are 
confciousof  their  fubje&ion  to  the 
Turk,  and  as  fupple  as  deprelTed, 
from  the  memory  of  the  blows  on 
the  feet  and  indignities,  which 
they  have  experienced  or  feen  in- 
flided,  and  from  the  terror  of  the 
penalty  annexed  to  1'efiftance,  which 
is  the  forfeiture  of  the  hand  up¬ 
lifted  :  but  their  difpofition,  asan- 
tiently,  is  unquiet  ;  their  repofe 
difturbed  by  fadious  intrigues  and 
private  animofities  ;  the  body  po¬ 
litic  weakened  by  divifion,  and  of¬ 
ten  impelled  in  a  diredion  oppo- 
iite  to  its  true  intereft.  They  have 
two  fchools,  one  of  which  poffefles 
a  fmall  colledion  of  books,  and 
is  entitled  to  an  annual  payment 
from  Venice,  the  endowment  of  a 
charitable  Athenian,  but  the  mo¬ 
ney  is  not  regularly  remitted. 

The  liberty  of  the  fair  fex  at 
Athens  is  almoft  equally  abridged 
by  the  Turks  and  Greeks.  Their 
houfes  are  fecured  with  high  walls, 
and  the  windows  turned  Irom  the 
ftreet,  and  latticed,  or  boarded  up, 
fo  as  to  preclude  all  intercourle, 
even  of  the  eyes.  The  haram,  or 
apartment  ©f  the  Turkifh  women, 
is  not  only  impenetrable,  but  muft 
not  be  regarded  on  the  outfide  with 
any  degree  of  attention.  To  ap¬ 
proach  them,  when  abroad,  will 
give  offence  ;  and  in  the  town,  if 
they  cannot  be  avoided,  it  is  the 
cuftom  to  turn  to  the  wall  and 
(land  hill,  without  looking  toward 


them,  while  they  pafs.  This  mode 
of  carriage  is  good  breeding  at 
Athens. 

The  Turkifh  women  claim  an 
exemption  from  their  confinement 
on  one  day  only  in  the  week, 
when  they  viiit  their  relations,  and 
are  feen  going  in  companies  to  the 
baths  or  fitting  in  the  burying- 
grounds  on  the  graves  of  their 
friends,  their  children,  hufbands, 
or  parents.  They  are  then  enwrap¬ 
ped  and  beclothea  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  it  is  impoffible  to  difcern 
whether  they  are  young  or  old, 
handfome  or  ugly.  Their  heads, 
as  low  as  the  eye- brows,  are  co¬ 
vered  with  white  linen,  and  alfo 
their  faces  beneath  ,*  the  promi¬ 
nency  ol  the  nofe  and  mouth  giv¬ 
ing  them  nearly  the  vifiges  of  mum¬ 
mies.  They  draw  down  a  veil  of 
black  gaufe  over  their  eyes,  the 
moment  a  man  or  hoy  comes  in 
view.  They  wear  fhorc  loofe  boots 
of  leather,  red  or  yellow,  with  a 
large  fheetover  their  common  gar¬ 
ments,  and  appear  very  bulky. 

The  drefs  of  the  Greek  matrons 
is  a  garment  of  red  or  blue  cloth, 
the  waift  very  fliort,  the  long  pet¬ 
ticoat  falling  in  folds  to  the  ground. 
A  thin  flowing  veil  of  muflin,  with 
a  golden  rim  or  border,  is  thrown 
over  the  head  and  flioulders.  The 
attire  of  the  virgins  is  a  long  red 
veft,  with  a  fquarecape  of  yellow 
fattin  hanging  down  behind.  They 
walk  with  their  hands  concealed  in 
the  pocket-holes  at  the  Tides,  and 
their  faces  are  muffled.  Sometimes 
they  affume  the  Turkiih  garb. 
Neither  prudence  nor  modefly  fuf- 
fers  a  maiden  to  be  feen  by  the 
men  before  file  is  married.  Her 
beauty  might  inflame  the  Turk, 
who  can  take  her  legally,  by  force, 
to  his  bed,  on  a  fentence  of  the 
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Cadi  or  judge  >  and  the  Greek,  if 
file  repealed  her  face  to  him  even 
unwillingly,  would  rejedt  her  as 
criminal  and  with  difdain. 

The  Albanian  women  are  inured 
early  to  hard  living,  labour,  and 
the  fun.  Their  features  are  injur¬ 
ed  by  penury,  and  their  complexi¬ 
ons  by  the  air.  Their  drcfs  is 
coarfe  and  fimple  j  a  fhift  reaching 
to  the  ancle,  a  thick  faih  about  the 
waiil,  and  a  fhort  loofe  wooilen 
veft.  Their  hear  is  platted  in  two 
divifions,  and  the  ends  fattened  to 
a  red  fifteen  firing,  which,  with  a 
tafi'el,  is  pendant  to  their  heels, 
and  frequently  laden  with  pieces 
of  filver  coin,  of  various  fees,  di- 
minifhing  gradually  to  the  bottom. 
Among  thefe  the  antiquarian  may 
often  difcover  medals  of  value. 
They  are  feen  carrying  water  on 
their  backs,  in  earthen  jars,  with 
handles  j  wafliing  by  the  fountains, 
or  affembied  by  the  lliflus  after 
rain,  with  the  female  (laves  of  the 
Mahometans  and  other  (ervants  j 
treading  their  linen,  or  beating  it 
with  a  piece  of  heavy  wood,  fp  read¬ 
ing  it  on  the  ground  or  bullies  to 
dry,  and  conveying  it  to  and  fro 
in  panniers  of  wicker  bafket  on  an 
afs.  Their  legs  and  feet  are  gene¬ 
rally  bare  •  and  their  heads  hood¬ 
ed,  as  it  were,  with  a  long  towel, 
which  encircles  the  neck,  one  ex¬ 
tremity  hanging  down  before  and 
the  other  behind.  The  girls  wear 
a  red  fkull-cap  plated  with  peraus 
or  Turkifli  pennies  of  filver  perfo¬ 
rated,  and  ranged  like  the  feales 
of  fife 

The  Greek  will  fometi-mes  ad¬ 
mit  a  traveller  into  his  gyneceseum 
or  the  apartment  of  his  women. 
Thefe  within  doors,  are  as  it  were 
unc  a  fed,  and  each  a  contrail  of 
the  figure  ilie  made  when  abroad. 


There  the  girl,  like  Thetis,  tread¬ 
ing  an  a  foft  carpet,  has  her  white 
and  delicate  feet  naked  ;  the  nails 
tinged  with  red.  Her  trowfers, 
which  in  winter  are  of  red  cloth, 
and  in  furnmer  of  fine  Galileo  or 
thin  gaufe,  defeend  from  the  hip  to 
the  ancle,  hanging  ioofely  about 
her  limbs  ;  the  lower  portion  em¬ 
broidered  with  flowers,  and  ap¬ 
pearing  beneath  the  fhift,  which 
has  the  fleeves  wide  and  open,  and 
the  feams  and  edges  curioufly  a- 
domed  with  needle-work.  Her  veft 
is  of  filk,  exactly  fitted  to  the  form 
of  the  bofom  and  the  fhape  of  the 
body,  which  it  rather  covers  than 
conceals,  and  is  fhorter  than  the 
fhift.  The  fleeves  button  occafion- 
ally  to  the  hand,  and  are  lined 
with  red  or  yellow  fat  tin.  A  rich 
zone  encompaftes  her  waiil,  and  is 
faftened  before  by  clafps  of  filver 
gilded,  or  of  gold  fet  with  precious 
Hones.  Over  the  veft  is  a  robe,  in 
furnmer  lined  with  ermine,  and  in 
cold  weather  with  fur.  The  head- 
drefs  is  a  fkull-cap,  red  or  green, 
with  pearls ;  a  flay  under  the  chin, 
and  a  yellow  forehead-cloth.  She 
has  bracelets  of  gold  on  her  wrifts  ; 
and,  like  Aurora,  is  rofy  fingered, 
the  tips  being  ftained.  Her  neck¬ 
lace  is  a  firing  of  Zechins,  a  fpe- 
cies  of  gold  coin,  or  of  the  pieces 
called  Bizantines.  At  her  cheeks 
is  a  lock  of  hair  made  to  curl  to¬ 
ward  the  face  j  and  down  her  back 
falls  a  profufion  of  trefles,  fpread- 
ing  over  her  fhoulders.  Much  time 
is  confumed  in  combing  and  braid¬ 
ing  the  hair  after  bathing,  and,  at 
the  greater  feflivals,  in  enriching 
and  powdering  it  with  fmali  bits 
of  filver  gilded,  refembling  a  violin 
in  fhape,  and  woven  in  at  regular 
didances.  She  is  painted  bjue  round 
the  eyes  5  and  the  infides  of  the 

fockets, 


4 


CHARACTERS.  n 


fockets,  with  the  edges  on  which 
t l>e  lalhes  grow,  aie  tinged  with 
Mack.  The  Turkifh  ladies  wear 
nearly  the  fame  attire,  and  ufe  li- 
milar  arts  to  heighten  their  natu¬ 
ral  beauty. 

For  colouring  the  laflies  and 
focket  of  the  eye,  they  throw  in- 
cenfe  or  gum  of  Labdanum  on 
fome  coals  of  fire,  intercept  the 
fmoke,  which  afcends,  with  a  plate 
and  collet  the  foot.  This  I  faw  ap¬ 
plied.  A  girl,  fitting  crofs-legged 
as  ufual  on  a  fofa,  and  clofing 
one  of  her  eyes,  took  the  two 
ladies  between  the  forefinger  and 
thumb  of  her  left  hand,  pulled 
them  forward,  and  then  thrufling 
in,  at  the  external  corner,  a  bod¬ 
kin,  which  had  been  immerfed  in 
the  foot,  and  extrading  it  again, 
the  particles  before  adhering  to  it, 
remained  within,  and  were  pre- 
fently  ranged  rfound  the  organ  ; 
ferving  as  a  foil  to  its  luftre,  be- 
fides  contributing,  as  they  fay  to 
its  health,  and  increafing  its  ap¬ 
parent  magnitude. 

The  improvement  of  the  mind 
and  morals  is  not  confidered  as  a 
momentous  part  of  female  educa¬ 
tion  at  Athens.  The  girls  are 
taught  to  dance,  to  play  on  the 
Turkilli  guittar  and  the  tympanum 
or  timbreb  and  to  embroider,  an 
art  in  which  they  generally  excel. 
A  woman  (killed  in  reading  and 
writing  is  fpoken  of  as  a  prodigy 
of  capacity  and  learning,  The 
mother  of  Ofman  Aga,  a  Turk 
who  frequented  our  houfe,  was  of 
this  rare  number,  and  as  he  often 
told  US)  fo  terrible  for  her  know¬ 
ledge)  that  even  Achmet  Aga  her 
kin  fin  an  had  been  feen  to  tremble, 
when  he  received  her  annual  vifit. 
Jn  common  life  the  woman  waits" 


on  her  hufband,  and  after  dreffin* 
the  provifions,  which  he  purchai- 
ed,  eats  perhaps  with  a  female 
(lave;  the  fiately  lord  feeding  alone 
or  in  company  with  men. 


Sketch  of  the  Manners  anil  Cu  flams  of 
the  old  Mexicans,  with  fame  Ac¬ 
count  of  the  prefent  fate  of  their 
remaining  genuine  Defendants , 
particularly  thofe  of  Cilia  pa  ;  from 
the  Abbe  Raynal’s  Philofophical 
and  political  Hiftory  of  the  Set¬ 
tlements  and  trade  of  the  Euro¬ 
peans  in  the  Eall  andW ell  Indies; 
tranjlatedby  J.  Juftamond,  M.  A. 

THE  generality  of  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  went  naked.  The  em¬ 
peror  himfelf  and  the  nobles  were 
only  covered  with  a  kind  of  man¬ 
tle,  compofed  ot  a  piece  of  fquare 
cotton  tied  on  the  right  ihouider. 
They  wore  fandals  on  their  feet. 
The  women  of  the  lower  fort  for 
their  whole  apparel  had  only  a 
kind  of  fhift  with  hall  fleeves, 
which  fell  on  their  knees,  and  was 
open  at  the  bofom.  Common  peo¬ 
ple  were  prohibited  from  railing 
their  houles  above  the  ground 
floor,  and  from  having  either  doors 
©r  windows.  Molt  of  thele  houfes 
were  built  of  earth,  and  covered 
with  boards,  and  had  no  greater 
fhareof  conveniency  than  elegance. 
The  infide  was  covered  with  mats, 
and  lighted  with  torches  of  fir 
wood,  though  they  had  wax  and 
oil  in  abundance.  Their  beds  were 
made  of  plain  ftraw  aud  coverlets 
of  cotton.  For  their  feats,  they 
had  only  little  facks  ofpaim  leaves; 
but  it  was  their  culfom  to  lit  on 
the  ground,  and  even  to  eat  in  that 
pofture.  Their  nourilhment,  which 
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confided  rarely  of  animal  food,  had 
little  diverlity  and  little  delicacy. 
Their  molt  ordinary  aliment  was 
maize  made  into  a  palle,  or  pre¬ 
pared  with  various  fealonings.  With 
thefe  they  joined  the  common  herbs 
found  in  the  field,  which  were  not 
too  hard,  or  had  not  a  bad  finell. 
Cocoa  diluded  in  warm  water,  or 
feafoned  with  honey  or  pimento, 
was  their  bell  liquor.  They  had 
befides  thefe,  other  liquors,  but 
not  of  any  intoxicating  quality  : 
for  all  ftrong  drinks  were  fo  rigidly 
prohibited,  that  no  one  could  ufie 
them,  without  a  particular  per- 
miffion  from  government,  which 
was  granted  only  to  the  fick  and 
aged.  It  was  on  certain  foiemni- 
ties  alone,  and  in  public  labours, 
that  each  perfonhad  a  quantity  al¬ 
lowed  in  proportion  to  his  age. 
Drunkennefs  was  confidered  as  the 
molt  icandalous  of  vices.  Perfons 
who  were  found  in  this  fituation 
were  fhaved  in  public,  and  their 
houfes  were  pulled  down.  If  they 
exeicifed  any  public  office,  they 
were  deprived  of  it,  and  declared 
incapable  of  ever  holding  it  again, 
it  is  a  matter  of  aftonifhment, 
that  men  who  had  fo  few  wants 
iliould  ever  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of 
ilavery.  That  the  citizen  accuf- 
tomed  to  the  indulgences  and 
conveniences  of  life,  ibould  pur- 
chafe  them  every  day  with  the  fa¬ 
ct"!  fice  of  his  liberty,  is  not  the 
leaft  fur pri ling  ;  but  that  people  to 
whom  nature  offers  more  felicity 
than  the  foetal  chain  that  unites 
them,  fihouid  calmly  fubmit  to 
ilavery,  and  never  think  that  there 
is  frequently  but  a  river  to  crofs  in 
order  to  be  free  ;  this  would  be 
for  ever  inconceivable,  if  we  did 
not  know  hoty  much  habit  and  fu- 


perftition  render  men  infenfible  t® 
the  feelings  of  nature. 

The  Mexicans  are  now  lefs  un¬ 
happy.  Our  fruits  our  corn,  and 
our  cattle,  have  rendered  their  food 
more  wholefome,  agreeable,  and 
abundant.  Their  houfes  are  bet¬ 
ter  built,  better  difpofed,  and  bet¬ 
ter  furniflied.  Shoes,  drawers, 
ihirts,  a  garment  of  wool  or  cotton 
a  ruff,  and  a  hat,  eonftitute  their 
drefs.  The  dignity  which  it  has 
been  agreed  to  annex  to  thofe  en¬ 
joyments,  had  made  them  better 
cecononrifts,  and  more  laborious. 
This  cafe,  however,  is  far  from  be¬ 
ing  univerfai  ;  it  is  even  very  un¬ 
common  in  the  vicinity  of  the  mines, 
towns,  and  great  roads,  where  ty¬ 
ranny  ieldom  deeps  1  but  we  often 
find  it  with  fatisfaddion  in  remote 
parts  where  the  Spaniards  are  not 
numerous,  and  where  they  have  in 
fome  meafure  become  Mexicans. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  province 
of  Chiapa  are  diftinguiilied  above 
ail  others.  They  owe  theirfuperio- 
rity  to  the  advantage  of  having  had 
Las  Caias  for  their  teacher,  who 
originally  prevented  them  from  be¬ 
ing  oppreffed.  They  furpafs  their 
country  men  in  fize,  genius,  and 
ftrength.  Their  language  has  a 
peculiar  foftnefs  and  elegance. 
Their  territory,  without  being  a 
better  foil  than  the  reft,  is  infinite¬ 
ly  richer  in  all  forts  of  producti¬ 
ons.  They  are  paiRters,  mufici- 
ans,  and  dexterous  in  all  arts. 
They  particularly  excel  in  fabri¬ 
cating  thofe  works,  pictures  and 
fluffs  of  feathers,  which  have  never 
been  imitated  elfe where.  Their 
principal  town  is  called  Chiapa  dos 
Indos.  It  is  only  inhabited  by  the 
natives  of  the  country,  who  form 
a  community  con  biting  of  four 
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thoufand  families,  amongfl  which 
are  found  many  of  the  Indian  no¬ 
bility.  The  great  river,  on  which 
this  town  is  fi  mated,  is  the  fpot 
on  which  the  inhabitants  continual¬ 
ly  difplay  their  dexterity  and  their 
courage.  They  form  naval  armies 
with  their  boats.  They  engage, 
attack,  and  defend  themfelves  with 
furprifing  agility.  They  excel  no 
lefs  in  the  chace  of  bulls,  cudgel¬ 
ling,  dancing,  and  all  bodily  exer- 
cifes.  They  build  towns  and  caflles 
of  wood,  which  they  cover  with  oil 
cloths,  and  which  they  befiege  in 
form.  In  a  word,  theatrical  repre- 
fentations  are  theirordinary  amufe- 
ments.  From  tlie^e  particulars  we 
fee  what  ike  Mexicans  were  capa¬ 
ble  of,  if  they  had  been  fortunate 
enough  m  have  palled  under  the 
dominion  of  a  conqueror,  who  had 
pofTefTed  moderation  and  good  fenfe 
enough  to  relax  the  chains  of 
their  fervitude,  inftead  of  rivet- 
ting  them. 

The  employments  of  this  peo¬ 
ple  are  very  various.  The  moll  in¬ 
telligent,  and  thofe  who  are  in 
eafy  circumllances,  devote  them¬ 
felves  to  the  moft  neceifary  and 
moft  ufeful  manufadtures,  which 
are  difperfed  through  the  whole 
empire*  The  moll  beautiful  manu¬ 
factures  are  eflabliPned  among  the 
people  of  Tlafcala.  Their  old  ca¬ 
pital  and  their  new  one,  wnich  is 
called  Angelos,  are  the  centre  of 
this  indultry.  Here  they  manu¬ 
facture  cloth  that  is  pretty  fine, 
ca.llicoes  that  have  an  agreeable 
appearance,  certain  flight  fllks, 
good  hats,  gold  lace,  embroidery, 
lace,  glalfes,  and  a  great  deal  of 
hardware.  The  arts  mull  necefla- 
rily  have  made  a  greater  progrels 
in  a  province  which  hath  been 
able  to  preferve  its  independence  a 


long  time,  which  the  Spaniards 
thought  it  prudent  to  treat  with 
fome  management  after  the  con- 
queft,  and  which  had  always  rna- 
nifelted  fuperior  penetration,  whe¬ 
ther  owing  to  its  climate  or  its 
government.  To  thefe  advantages 
is  joined  that  of  its  fituation.  All 
the  inhabitants  of  Mexico,  who 
muft  neceflarily  pafs  over  its  terri¬ 
tory  when  they  go  to  purchafe  the 
European  mercliandife  that  is  land¬ 
ed  at  Vera  Cruz,  have  found  it 
convenient  to  take  up  on  the  road 
what  thefEet  did  not  fupply  them 
with,  or  what  was  fold  too  dear. 

The  care  of  flocks  affords  a 
maintenance  to  fome  Mexicans, 
whom  fortune  or  nature  have  not 
called  to  more  diflinguifhed  em¬ 
ployments.  America,  at  the  time 
it  wasdifeovered,  had  neither  hogs, 
fheep,  oxen,  horfes,  nor  even  any 
domeflic  animal.  Columbus  car¬ 
ried  fome  of  thefe  ufeful  animals 
to  San  Domingo,  from  whence 
they  were  generally  difperfed,  and 
at  Mexico  more  than  in  any  other 
places,.  Thefe  have  multiplied  pro- 
digioufly.  They  count  their  horn¬ 
ed  cattle  bythoufands,  vvhofefkins 
are  become  an  object  of  confider- 
able  exportation.  The  horfes  are 
degenerated,  but  the  quality  is 
compenfated  by  the  number.  Hog’s 
lard  is  here  fubftituted  for  butter. 
Sheep’s  wool  is  dry,  coarle  and 
bad,  as  it  is  every  where  between 
the  tropics. 

The  vine  and  ovlie-tree  have  ex¬ 
perienced  the  fame  degeneracy. 
The  cultivation  of  them  was  at  full 
prohibited,  with  a  view  of  ieaving 
a  free  market  for  the  commodities 
of  the  mother  country.  In  1706, 
permifflon  was  given  to  the  jefuits, 
and  a  little  alterwards  to  the  mar¬ 
quis  Del  Valle,  a  dependent  from 
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Cortez,  to  cultivate  thetft.  The  at¬ 
tempts  have  not  proved  fuccefsful. 
The  trials,  indeed,  that  have  been 
made,  have  not  been  abandoned  ; 
but  no  per  Ton  has  (elicited  the  li¬ 
berty  of  following  an  example, 
which  did  not  promife  any  great 
emoluments.  Other  cultures  have 
beers  more  fuccefsful.  Cotton, 
ftrgar,  fiik,  cocoa,  tobacco,  and 
European  corn,  have  all  thriven  in 
feme  degree.  The  Spaniards  ate 
encouraged  to  nrofecutc-  the  labours 
which  thefe  cultures  require,  from 
the  happy  cifCumftancfc  of  their 
having  di (covered  iron  mines  which 
were  entirely  unknown  to  the 
Mexicans,  as  well  as  fome  mines 
of  a  kind  of  copper  that  is  hard 
enough  to  ferve  for  implements  of 
k\sfbandry.  All  theie articles,  how¬ 
ever,  for  want  or  men  and  snduftry, 
are  merely  confirmed  within  the 
country.  There  is  only  the  vanilla, 
indigo,  and  cochineal,  which  make 
part  of  the  trade  of  Mexico  with 
other  nations. 

,|-L|-  -J  ",r  r~  -fcy  I  iff  ■  ^ '^■wrr  c  I.«u>sm  » 

Some  Account  of  the  late  Inhabitants 
of  Acadia,  in  North- America, 
failed  hy  fome  Authors  Neutral 
French,  hut  conftdered  as  Rebels 
hy  the  Britifh  Government  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  la  ft  War  5 
and,  as  fuch ,  promifcuoujly  dif¬ 
fer  fed  in  fever al  Parts  of  the  Bri- 
liib  Dominions  ;  from  the  Abbe 
RaynaFs  Philofophical  and  Poli¬ 
tical  Hi  (lory  of  the  Settlements 
and  Trade  of  the  Europeans,  in 
the  Ea'ft  and  Well-Indies  ;  tranf- 
lated  hy  J.  Juftamond,  M.  A. 

NOVA  Scotia,  by  which  at 
prefent  is  imderflood  all  the 
co aft  of  300  leagues  in  length,  in¬ 


cluded  between  the  limits  of  Mew- 
England  and  the  louth  coaft  of  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  feemed  at  firft 
to  have  comprehended  only  tine 
great  triangular  peninfula,  lying 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  this  (pace. 
This  peninfula,  which  the  French 
called  Acadia,  is  extremely  well 
(Ituated  for  the  (hips  which  come 
from  the  Caribbee  ifiands  to  water 
at.  It  has  a  number  of  excellent 
ports,  which  (hips  may  enter  and 
go  out  of  with  all  winds.  There 
is  a  great  quantity  of  cod  upon: 
this  coaft,  and  ('till  more  upon 
fmail  banks  at  the  diftance  of  a 
few  leagues.  The  foil,  which  is 
very  gravelly,  is  extremely  conve¬ 
nient  for  drying  it  ;  it  abounds 
like  wife  with  good  wood,  and  land 
fit  for  feveral  forts  of  cultivation, 
and  is  extremely  well  fituated  for 
the  fur  trade  of  the  neighbouring 
continent.  Through  this  climate  is 
in  the  temperate  zone,  the  winters 
are  long  and  fevere,  and  followed 
by  fudden  and  excefttve  heats,  to 
which  generally  fucceed  very  thick 
fogs,  that  laft  a  long  time.  Thefe 
circumftances  make  this  rather  a 
difagreeable  country,  though  it 
cannot  be  reckoned  an  unwhole- 
fome  one. 

It  was  in  1604  that  the  French 
fettled  in  Acadia,  four  years  be¬ 
fore  they  had  built  the  fmalleft  hut 
in  Canada.  Inftead  of  fixing  to¬ 
wards  the  eaft  of  the  peninfula, 
where  they  would  have  had  larger 
Teas,  an  eafy  navigation,  and  plenty 
of  cod,  they  chofe  a  fmail  bay,  af¬ 
terwards  called  French  bay,  which 
had  noneof  thefe  advantages.  It  hai 
been  faid,  that  they  were  invited 
by  the  beauty  of  Port  Royal,  where 
a  thoufand  (lisps  may  ride  in  fafety 
from  every  wind,  where  there  is 
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an  excellent  bottom,  and  at  all 
limes,  four  or  five  fathoms  of  wa¬ 
ter,  and  eighteen  at  the  entrance. 
Jt  is  more  probable  that  the  foun¬ 
ders  of  this  colony  were  led  to  chufe 
this  fituation,  from  its  vicinity  to 
the  countries  abounding  in  furs,  of 
which  the  exclufive  trade  had  been 
granted  to  them.  This  conjecture 
is  confirmed  by  the  following  cir- 
cumfiance:  that  both  the  firfi;  mo¬ 
nopolizers,  and  thofe  who  fucceed- 
ed  them,  took  the  utmoft  pains  to 
divert  the  attention  of  their  coun¬ 
trymen,  whom  an  unfettled  difpofi- 
lion  or  neceflity  brought  into  thefe 
regions,  from  the  clearing  of  the 
woods,  the  breeding  of  cattle, 
fifhing,  and  every  kind  of  cul¬ 
ture;  chufing  rather  to  engage  the 
induftry  of  thefe  adventurers  in 
hunting  or  in  trading  with  the 
favages. 

The  mifchiefs  arifing  from  a  falfe 
fyftem  of  administration,  at  length 
difcovered  the  fatal  effects  of  ex¬ 
clufive  charters.  It  would  beincon- 
fifient  with  truth  and  the  dignity 
of  hiftory  to  fay  that  this  happen¬ 
ed  in  France  from  any  attention 
to  the  common  rights  of  the  na¬ 
tion,  at  a  time  when  thefe  rights 
were  mod  openly  violated.  Thefe 
facred  rights,  which  only  can  fe- 
cure  the  fafety  of  the  people,  whiLe 
they  give  a  fanClion  to  the  power 
of  kings,  were  never  known  in 
France.  But  in  the  moft  abfolute 
governments,  a  fpirit  of  ambition 
fometimes  effects  what  in  equitable 
and  moderate  ones  is  done  from 
principles  of  jyffice.  The  mini- 
ilers  of  Lewis  XIV.  who  vviffied 
by  making  their  mailer  refpedable, 
to  refleCl  fome  honours  on  them- 
felves,  perceiving  that  they  Ihould 
not  fucceed  without  the  fupport  of 
riches;  and  that  a  people  to  whom 


nature  has  not  given  any  mines, 
cannot  acquire  wealth  but  by  agri¬ 
culture  and  commerce.  Both  thefe 
refources  had  been  hitherto  pre¬ 
cluded  in  the  colonies  by  the  urn* 
verfal  reilraints  that  are  always  im- 
pofed,  when  the  government  inter¬ 
feres  improperly  in  every  minute 
concern.  Thefe  impediments  were 
at  laft  removed  ;  but  Acadia  ei¬ 
ther  knew  not  how,  or  was  not 
able  to  make  ufe  of  this  liberty. 

This  colony  was  yet  in  its  in¬ 
fancy,  when  the  fettlement  which 
has  hence  become  fo  famous  under 
the  name  of  New -England,  was 
firfi:  eftabliffied  in  its  neighbour¬ 
hood.  The  rapid  fuccefs  of  the 
plantations  in  this  new  colony  did 
not  much  attraCl  the  notice  of  the 
French.  This  kind  of  profperlty 
did  not  excite anyjealoufy  between 
the  two  nations.  But  when  they 
began  to  fufpeCt  that  there  was 
likely  to  be  a  competition  for  the 
beaver  trade  and  furs,  they  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fecure  to  themfelves 
the  foie  property  of  it,  and  were 
unfortunate  enough  to  fucceed. 

At  their  firfi:  arrival  at  Acadia, 
they  had  found  the  peninfula,  as 
well  as  the  forefts  of  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  continent,  peopled  with 
fmall  favage  nations,  who  went 
under  the  general  name  of  Abe- 
nakies-  Though  equally  fond  of 
war  as  other  lavage  nations,  they 
were  more  fociable  in  their  man¬ 
ners.  The  miffionaries  eafily  infi- 
nuating  themfelves  among  them, 
had  fo  far  inculcated  their  tenets, 
as  to  make  enthu  Galls  of  them.  At 
the  fame  time  that  they  taught 
them  their  religion,  they  infpired 
them  with  that  hatred,  which  they 
themfelves  entertained  for  the  En- 
glifft  name.  This  fundamental  ar¬ 
ticle  of  their  new  worfhip,  being 
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that  which  made  ihe  ftrongeft  im- 
preffion  on  their  fenfes,  and  the 
only  one  that  favoured  their  paft 
hon  for  war  •  the/adopted  itwith 
all  the  rage  that  was  natural  to 
them.  They  not  only  refufed  to 
make  any  kind  of  exchange  with 
the  Engliih.  but  alfo  frequently  at¬ 
tacked  and  plundered  their  fettle- 
ments-  Their  at  tacks  became  more 
frequent,  more  obftinate,  and  more 
regular,  after  they  had  chofen  St. 
Cafleins,  formerly  captain  of  the 
regiment  of  Carignan,  for  their 
commander  ;  who  was  fettled  a- 
mong  them,  had  married  one  of 
their  women,  and  conformed  in 
every  refpcdt  to  their  mode  of 
life. 

When  the  Engliili  faw  that  all 
efforts  either  to  reconcile  the  ra¬ 
vages,  or  to  deftroy  them  in  their 
foreft  were  ineffectual,  they  fell 
upon  Acadia,  which  they  looked 
upon  with  reafon  as  the  only  caufe 
of  ail  their  calamilies,  Whenever 
the  leaf!  Haiti iity  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  two  mother  countries, 
the  peniniula  was  attacked*  Un¬ 
able  to  procure  any  a  Hitt  an  ce  from 
Canada,  on  account  of  its  dis¬ 
tance,  and  having  but  a  feeble  de¬ 
fence  in  Fort-Royal,  which  was 
only  furrounded  by  a  few  palifades, 
k  was  confiantly  taken,  ft  un¬ 
doubtedly  afforded  feme  fatistac- 
tion  to  the  New  Englanders  to 
ravage  this  colony  and  to  retard  its 
pmgrefs  ;  but  ftill  this  was  not 
Efficient  to  remove  the  fufpicions 
excited  by  a  nation  always  more 
formidable  by  what  fire  is  able  to 
do,  than  by  what  fhe  really  does. 
Obliged  as  they  were,  however  un¬ 
willingly  to  reffore  their  conqueft 
at  each  treaty  of  peace,  they  wait¬ 
ed  with  impatience  till  Great- 
Britain  fhcukl  acquire  fuch  afupe- 


riority  as  would  eiii.b!e  her  to  dif- 
penfe  witE  this  reftitution.  The 
end  of  the  war  on  account  of  the 
Spanifh  fucceffion  brought  ©n  the 
decifive  moment ;  and  the  court  of 
Verfailles  was  for  ever  deprived  of 
a  poffeffion  of  which  it  had  never 
known  the  importance. 

The  ardour  which  the  Englifh 
had  ihewn  for  the  polfeflion  of  this 
territory  did  not  manifell  itfelf  af¬ 
terwards  in  the  care  they  took  to 
maintain  or  to  improve  it.  Hav¬ 
ing  built  a  very  flight  fortification  * 
at  Port-Royal,  which  they  called 
Annapolis,  in  honour  of  queen 
Anne,  they  contented  themfelves 
with  putting  a  very  fmall  garrifon 
in  n.  The  indifference  fhewn  by 
the  government  was  adopted  by 
the  nation,,  a  circumftance  not 
ufual  in  a  free  country.  Not  more 
than  five  or  fix  Englifh  families 
went  over  to  Acadia,  which  ftill 
remained  inhabited  by  the  firft  co¬ 
lon!  fts  ;  who  were  only  perfuaded 
to  ftay  upon  a  promife  made  them 
of  never  being  compelled  to  bear 
arms  againft  their  ancient  country  . 
Such  was  the  attachment  which  the 
French  then  had  for  the  honour 
of  their  country.  Cherifhed  by  the 
government,  refpedted  by  foreign 
nations,  and  attached  to  their  king 
by  a  feries  of  profperities  which 
had  rendered  their  nameilluilrious, 
and  aggrandized  their  power,  they 
poffeffcd  that  patriotic  fpirit  which 
is  the  effect  of  fuccefs.  They  eft- 
teemed  it  an  honour  to  bear  the 
name  of  Frenchmen,  and  could 
not  think  of  foregoing  the  title. 
The  Acadians,  therefore,  who,  in 
fubmitting  to  a  new  yoke,  had 
fworh  never  to  bear  arms  againft 
their  former  ftandards,  were  called 
the  French  neutrals. 
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There  were  twelve  or  thirteen 
hundred  of  them  fettled  in  the 
capital,  the  reft  were  difperfed  in 
the  neighbouring  country.  No  ma- 
giftrate  was  ever  appointed  to  rule 
over  them  •  and  they  were  never 
acquainted  with  the  laws  of  Eng¬ 
land.  No  rents  or  taxes  of  any 
kind  were  everexatted  from  them* 
Their  new  fovereign  feemed  to 
have  forgotten  them  ;  and  they 
were  equally  ftrangers  to  hirn.  , 

Hunting  and fifhing,  which  had 
formerly  been  the  delight  of  the  co¬ 
lony,  and  might  ftill  have  fupplied 
it  with  fubfiftence.,  had  no  further 
attra&ion  for  a  fimple  and  quiet 
people,  and  gave  way  to  agricul¬ 
ture..  It  had  been  begun  in  the 
marflies  and  the  low  lands,  by  re¬ 
pelling  the  fea  and  rivers  which 
covered  thefe  plains,  with  dikes. 
Thefe  grounds  yielded  fifty  times 
as  much  as  before,  and  afterwards 
fifteen  or  twenty  times  as  much  at 
leaft.  Wheat  and  oats  fucceeded 
belt  in  them,  but  they  likewile 
produced  rye,  barley,  and  maize. 
There  were  alfo  potatoes  in  great 
plenty,  the  ufe  of  which  was  be¬ 
come  common. 

At  the  fame  time  the  immenfe 
meadows  were  covered  with  nu¬ 
merous  flocks.  Sixty  thoufand  head 
of  horned  cattle  were  computed 
there  ;  and  moft  of  the  families 
had  feveral  horfes,  though  the  til¬ 
lage  was  carried  on  by  oxen.  The 
habitations,  built  entirely  with 
wood,  were  extremely  convenient, 
and  furnifhed  as  neatly  as  a  fu.b- 
ftantial  farmer’s  houfe  in  Europe. 
The  people  bred  a  great  deal 
of  poultry  of  all  kiads,  which 
made  a  variety  in  their  food,  which 
was  in  general  wholefome  and 
plentiful.  Their  common  drink 
was  beer  and  cyder,  to  which  they 
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fometimes  added  rum.  Their  ufual 
cloathing  was  in  general  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  their  own  flax,  or  the 
fleeces  of  their  own  fheep.  With 
thefe  they  made  common  linens 
and  coarfe  cloths.  If  any  of  them 
had  any  inclination  for  articles  of 
greater  luxury,  they  procured  them 
from  Annapolis  or  Louifbourg,  and 
gave  in  exchange  corn,  cattle  or 
furs. 

The  neutral  French  had  no  0- 
ther  articles  to  difpofe  of  among 
their  neighbours,  and  made  ftill 
fewer  exchanges  among  themfelves, 
becaufe  each  feparate  family  was 
able  and  had  been  ufed  to  provide 
for  its  wants.  They,  therefore, 
knew  nothing  of  paper-currency, 
which  was  fo  common  throughout 
the  reft  of  North-America-  Even 
the  fmall  quantity  of  fpecie  which 
had  ftolen  into  the  colony  did  not 
promote  that  circulation  which  is 
the  greateft  advantage  that  can  be 
derived  from  it. 

Their  manners1  were  of  courfe 
extremely  fimple.  There  never 
was  a  caufe  either  civil  or  criminal 
of  importance  enough  to  be  car¬ 
ried  before  the  court  of  judicature 
eftablifhed  at  Annapolis.  What¬ 
ever  little  differences  arofe  from 
time  to  time  among  them  were 
amicably  adjufted  by  their  elders. 
All  their  public  a£ts  were  drawn 
by  their  paftors,  who  had  likewife 
the  keeping  of  their  wills,  for 
which  and  their  religious  fervices 
the  inhabitants  paid  a  twenty-fe« 
venth  part  of  their  harvefts. 

Thefe  were  plentiful  enough  to 
fupply  more  than  a  fufficiency  to 
fulfil  every  a&  of  liberality.  Real 
miiery  was  entirely  unknown,  and 
benevolence  prevented  the  demands 
of  poverty.  Every  misfortune  was 
relieved  as  it  were,  before  it  could 
C  ?'  be 
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be  felt ;  and  good  was  univerfally 
difpenfed  without  alternation  on 
the  part  of  the  giver,  and  without 
humiliating  the  perfon  who  receiv¬ 
ed.  Thefe  people  were  in  Ibort  a 
fociety  of  brethren,  every  indivi¬ 
dual  of  which  was  equally  ready 
to  give  and  to  receive  what  he 
thought  the  common  right  of  man¬ 
kind. 

So  perfect  a  harmony  naturally 
prevented  all  thofe  connections  of 
gallantry  which  are  fo  often  fatal 
to  the  peace  of  families.  There 
never  was  an  indance  in  this  fo¬ 
ciety  of  an  unlawful  commerce  be¬ 
tween  the  two  fexes.  This  evil 
was  prevented  by  early  marriages  j 
for  no  one  palfed  his  youth  in  a 
date  of  celibacy.  As  foon  as  a 
young  man  came  to  the  proper 
age,  the  community  built  him  a 
houfe,  broke  up  the  lands  about  it; 
fowed  them,  and  fupplied  him 
with  all  the  neceffanes  of  life  for 
a  twelvemonth.  Here  he  received 
the  partner  whom  he  had  chofen, 
and  who  brought  him  her  portion 
in  flocks.  This  new  family  grew 
and  profpered  like  the  others.  In 
1749  they  all  together  amounted 
to  eighteen  thoufand  fouls. 

At  this  period  Great-Britain 
perceived  of  what  confequence  the? 
pofleffion  of  Acadia  might  be  to 
her  commerce.  The  peace,  which 
neceffarilyleft  a  great  number  of 
men  without  employment,  furnifh 
cd  an  opportunity,  by  the  difband- 
«ng  of  the  troops,  for  peopling 
and  cultivating  a  vaft  and  fertile 
territory.  The  Briti/h  miniftry 
offered  particular  advantages  to  all 
perfons  who  chofe  to  go  over  and 
fettle  in  Acadia.  Every  foldier, 
bailor  and  workman  was  to  have 
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fifty  acres  of  land  for  himfelf,  and 
ten  for  every  perfon  he  carried 
over  in  his  family.  All  non-com^ 
miffioned  officers  were  allowed  80 
for  themfelves,  and  15  for  their 
wives  and  children  ;  enfigns  2©o  ; 
lieutenants  300;  captains  460; 
and  all  officers  of  a  higher  rank 
600  ;  together  with  30  for  each  of 
their  dependents.  The  land  was 
to  be  tax  free  for  the  fird  ten 
years,  and  never  to  pay  above  one 
livre,  two  fols,  fix  deniers  *  for 
fifty  acres.  Befides  this,  the  go¬ 
vernment  engaged  to  advance  or 
reimburfe  the  expences  of  paf- 
fage,  to  build  houfes,  to  furnifh. 
all  the  neceffary  inftruments  for 
fifhery  or  agriculture  ;  and  to  de¬ 
fray  the  expences  of  fu'bfiftence  for 
the  firft  year.  Thefe  encourage¬ 
ments  determined  three  thoufand, 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  perfons  in 
the  month  of  May  1749  to  E°  to 
America,  rather  than  run  the  rif- 
que  of  ftarving  in  Europe. 

It  was  intended  that  thefe  new 
inhabitants  fhould  form  a  fettle- 
ment  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Acadia, 
in  a  place  which  the  favages  for¬ 
merly  called  ChebuCto,  and  the 
Englifh  Hailifax.  This  fituation 
was  preferred  to  feveral  others 
where  the  foil  was  better,  for  the 
fake  of  edablifhing  in  its  neigh¬ 
bourhood  an  excellent  cod  fifhery, 
and  fortifying  one  of  the  fineft 
harbours  in  America.  But  as  it  was 
the  part  of  the  country  mod  fa¬ 
vourable  for  the  chace,  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  were  obliged  to  difpute  it  with 
the  Micmac  Indians,  by  whom  it 
was  moil  frequented.  Thefe  fa¬ 
vages  defended  with  ohdinacy  a 
territory  they  held  from  nature  ; 
and  it  was  not  without  very  great 
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Ioffes  that  the  Englifh  drove  them 
out  from  their  poffelllons. 

This  war  was  not  entirely  fi¬ 
nished,  when  fome  disturbances 
began  to  break  out  among  the 
neutral  French.  Thefe  people, 
whofe  manners  were  fo  fimple  and 
who  enjoyed  fuch  liberty,  had  al¬ 
ready  perceived  that  their  inde¬ 
pendence  mud  neceffariiy  fuffer 
lome  encroachments  from  any 
power  that  Should  turn  its  views  to 
the  countries  they  inhabited.  To 
this  apprehenfion  was  added  that 
of  feeing  their  religion  in  danger. 
Their  priefts  either  heated  by  their 
own  enthufiafm,  or  fecretly  in- 
itigated  by  the  governors  of  Ca¬ 
nada,  made  them  believe  all  they 
chofe  to  fay  againSt  the  English, 
whom  they  cabled  heretics.  This 
word,  which  has  So  powerful  an  in¬ 
fluence  on  deluded  minds,  deter¬ 
mined  this  happy  American  co¬ 
lony  to  quit  their  habitations  and 
remove  to  New  France,  where 
lands  were  offered  them.  This  re- 
folution  many  of  them  executed 
immediately,  without  considering 
the  confequences  of  it  ;  the  reit 
we^e  preparing  to  follow  as  foon 
as  they  had  provided  for  their 
fafety.  The  English  government, 
either  from  policy  or  caprice,  de¬ 
termined  to  prevent  them  by  an 
a£t  of  treachery,  always  bafe  and 
cruel  in  thofe  whofe  power  gives 
them  an  opportunity  of  purfuing 
milder  methods.  Under  a  pre¬ 
tence  of  exacting  a  renewal  of  the 
path  which  they  had  taken  at  the 
time  of  their  becoming  EngliSh 
fubje&s,  they  called  together  all 
the  remaining  inhabitants,  and 
put  them  on  board  of  a  lhip.  They 
were  conveyed  to  the  other  EngliSh 
colonies,  where  the  greater  part 
of  them  died  ot  grief  and  vexation 
rather  than  want. 
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Such  are  the  effects  of  national 
jealoufies,  and  of  the  rapacioufnefs 
of  government,  to  which  men  as 
well  as  their  property  become  a 
prey.  What  our  enemies  lofe  is 
reckoned  an  advantage,  what  they 
gain  is  looked  upon  as  a  lofs. 
When  a  town  cannot  be  taken,  it 
is  Starved  ;  when  it  cannot  be  kept, 
it  is  burnt  to  aShes,  or  its  found¬ 
ations  rafed.  A  Ship  or  fortified 
town  is  blown  up,  rather  than  the 
failors,  or  the  garrifon  will  fur- 
render.  A  defpotic  government 
feparates  its  enemies  from  its  Slaves 
by  immenfe  deferts,  to  prevent  the 
irruptions  of  the  one,  and  the  erni- 
grations  of  the  other.  Thus  it  is 
that  Spain  has  rather  chofen  to 
make  a  wildernefs  of  her  own 
country,  and  a  grave  of  America, 
than  to  divide  its  riches  with  any 
other  ot  the  European  nations. 
The  Dutch  have  been  guilty  of 
every  public  and  private  crime  to 
deprive  other  commercial  nations 
of  the  fpice  trade.  They  have 
frequently  thrown  whole  cargoes 
into  the  Sea,  rather  than  they 
would  fell  them  at  a  low  price. 
France  rather  chofe  to  give  up 
Louifiana  to  the  Spaniards,  than 
to  let  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
EngliSh  j  and  England  destroyed 
the  neutral  French  inhabitants  of 
Acadia  to  prevent  their  returning 
to  France.  Can  we  affert  after 
this  that  policy  and  Society  were 
instituted  for  the  happinefs  of  man¬ 
kind  ?  Yes  ;  they  were  instituted 
to  fcreen  the  wicked,  and  fecure 
the  powerful. 

Since  the  emigration  of  a  peo¬ 
ple  who  owed  their  happinefs  to 
their  virtuous  obfcurity,  Nova 
Scotia  has  been  but  thinly  inhabit* 
ed.  The  fame  rage  which  depo* 
pulated  the  country,  feems  to  have 
blasted  it.  At  leaSf  thg  puniiliinent 
U  2  of 
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of  the  injuftice  falls  upon  the  au-  found  out  by  a  ferjeant,  who  ba<$ 
thors  of  it  ;  for  there  is  not  a  fin-  been  formerly  fent  from  France  as 
gle  inhabitant  to  be  feen  upon  all  a  courier  to  Peteriburgh.  To  §n- 
that  length  of  coal!  between  the  gage  him  to  fecrecy  ihe  married 
river  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  penin-  him,  and  went  with  him  to  the 
fula  ;  neither  is  it  probable,  from  ifle  of  Bourbon.  In  1752  ihe  was 
the  number  of  rocks,  fands  and  obliged  to  return  with  her  huiband 
moraffes  which  cover  it  atprefent,  into  France,  where  ihe  was  difco- 
that  it  ever  will  be  peopled.  The  vered  in  the  Thuiieries  by  Mar- 
cod,  indeed,  which  abounds  in  ihal  Saxe,  whom  ihe  prevailed  on 
fome  of  its  bays,  invites  every  to  keep  the  fecret ;  and  he  procur- 
year  a  final l  number  of  fiihermen  ed  her  huiband,  whofe  name  was 
during  the  feafon.  Maldac,  the  majority  of  the  ifle 

_  _______  _  ______ _  of  Bourbon.  Here  ihe  reflded  till 

the  year  1759,  when,  having  buried 
Singular  Adventures  of  a  German  her  huiband  and  child,  ihe  return- 
Princefs,  Confort  of  Alexis,  the  ed  to  Europe,  and  landed  at  Co- 
unfortunate  Son  of  the  Czar  P eter  runna*  from  thence  came  into 
the  Great  ;  by  Crito.  France,  and  took  a  readyTurniih- 

ed  lodging,  and  had  no  other  at¬ 
tendant  but  one  Negro  woman. 
SIR,  She  brought  bills  in  her  huiband's 

I  HAVE  juft  met  with  a  French  name  upon  the  French  Eaft-Jndia 
paper,  containing  a  ftory  fo  company,  but,  from  the  difficulty 
very  Angular  that  1  cannot  help  of  proving  her  relation  to  him? 
telling  it  to  you. — -A  Princefs  of  could  not  get  them  paid.  A  perloti 
the  Houfe  of  Brunfwick,  aunt  to  whom  ihe  had  known  in  the  ifle 
the  prefent  reigning  Duke,  and  of  of  Bourbon,  and  who  had  always 
the  prefent  Emprels  Queen,  was  fufpe&ed  her  to  be  of  fuperior 
married  to  the  fon  of  the  Czar  rank,  offered  her  his  aftiftance, 
Peter  the  Great.  This  wretch  which  ihe  refufed.  About  two 
(who  you  know  was  fuch  a  brute  months  iince  ihe  dilappeared. 
that  his  father  at  length  put  him  The  evening  before  ihe  went 
to  death)  treated  her  fo  very  ill  away,  ihe  had  been  at  a  banker’s, 
that  ihe  determined  to  leave  him.  and  received  a  bag  full  of  gold. 
Accordingly,  having  engaged  four  She  gave  her  Negro  her  liberty, 
perfons  in  her  confidence,  ihe  cau-  and  3<0Glouis  d’ors,  and  furniihed 
led  it  to  be  given  out  that  ihe  was  her  with  means  to  return  to  her 
dead,  and  made  her  efcape  into  own  country.  She  confeffed  to 
France  in  the  year  1 7 1 5.  Fearing  the  gentleman  who  had  offered 
to  be  difcovered  there,  flie  em-  her  his  aftiftance  who  ihe  was, 
barked  with  a  colony  which  was  and  it  is  from  him  that  the 
going  to  Louifiana,  where  ihe  French  lefter^wriler  had  his  ac*r 
hoped  to  live  concealed,  but  was  count.  She  is  about  67  *,  and  has 

fo 

*  <c  TkeCzarowitz  Alexis  wasrrarried  to  the  Princefs  of  Wolfenbuttle,  filter  to  the 
confort  pf  Charles  VI.  Emperor  of  Germany,  October  23,  17 11,”  fays  Voltaire;  fo 

that  if  the  above  account  be  true,  this  lady  rnult  at  leail  be  ten  years  older  than  here 
tfeprefented,  it  being  now  64  years  fmee  her  marriage.  Voltaire  adds,  “  The  princefs, 
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fo  noble  an  air,  that  in  all  the  fitu- 
ations  in  which  fhe  has  appeared, 
it  was  always  impofiible  to  ap¬ 
proach  her  without  refpeft.  She  is 
fuppofed  t©  be  now  at  the  court  of 
Brunfwick,  with  her  nephew,  the 
reigning  duke. 

This  flory  is  pofitively  affirmed 
to  be  true  ;  I  will  not  vouch  for  its 
being  fo,  though  I  think  there  is  a 
fimplicity  in  the  narration,  which 
gives  it  that  appearance.  At  all 
events  it  is  remarkable  enough  to 
be  amuling. 

CRITO. 

[This  fame  lady,  if  we  miftake 
not,  was  laid,  a  few  years  ago,  to 
be  at  or  near  Huntingdon,  and 
was  much  noticed  in  that  neigh¬ 
bourhood.  Any  of  our  readers 
who  remember  any  particulars  of 
her,  will  oblige  us  by  communi¬ 
cating  them.]  Gent.  Mag . 


A  Sketch  of  the  Character  of  the  late 
George  Lord  Lyttelton. 

FEW  chara&ers, recorded  in  the 
annals  of  this  country,  ever 
united  fo  many  rare,  valuable  and 
amiable  qualities,  as  that  of  the  late 
Lord  Lyttelton. 

Whether  we  confider  this  great 
man  in  public  or  private  life,  we 
are  juftifted  in  affirming,  that  he 
abounded  in  virtues  not  barely 
fufficient  to  create  reverence  and 
efteem,  but  to  infure  him  the  love 
and  admiration  of  all  who  knew 
him.  Look  upon  him  ;  as  a  ftatef- 
man,  and  a  public  man  ;  where 
ihaliwe  find  another,  who  always 


thought  right  and  meant  well,  and 
who  fo  feldom  acted  wrong,  or  was 
milled  or  millaken  in  his  mini- 
fterial,  or  fenatorial  conduct  ?  Look 
upon  his  lordfliip  in  the  humbler 
fcene  of  private  and  domeftic  life  ; 
and  if  thou  hadft  the  pieafure  of 
knowing  him,  gentle  reader,  point 
out  the  bread,  warm  or  cold,  that 
fo  copioufly  abounded  with  every 
gift  and  acquirement  which  indul¬ 
gent  nature  could  bellow,  or  the 
tutored  mind  improve  and  refine, 
to  win  and  captivate  mankind. 

His  perfonal  accompli fhments, 
and  the  lweetnefs  and  pliability  of 
his  temper,  which  accompanied 
and  fwayed  them,  always  recalled 
to  my  memory,  that  line  of  his 
own,  only  varying  the  lex  ;  his 
“  Wit  was  nature  by  the  graces 
dreil.” — His  affability  and  conde- 
fcenfion  to  thofe  below  him,  was 
not  the  effect  of  art,  or  conftrained 
politenels,  dictated  by  the  hack¬ 
neyed  lie  rile  rules  of  decorum  and 
good  breeding  :  no  :  the  benevo¬ 
lence  of  his  heart  pervaded  the 
whole  man;  it  illuminated  his 
countenance,  it  foftened  his  ac¬ 
cents,  it  mixed  itfelf  with  his  de¬ 
meanour,  and  gave  evidence  at 
once  of  thegoodnefs  of  his  heart, 
and  the  foundnefs  of  his  Under- 
Handing. 

To  fuch  as  were  honoured  with 
his  friendlhip  and  his  intimacy,  his 
kindnefs  was  beyond  example  ;  he 
Ilia  red  at  once  his  affections’and 
his  interells  among  his  friends,  and 
towards  the  latter  part  of  his  life, 
when  his  ability  to  ferve  them 
ceafed,  he  felt  only  for  thofe  who 
depended  on  him  for  their  future 


defpifed,  ill-treated,  wanting  even  neceflraries,  and  deprived  of  all  comfort,  pinedaway 
in  dilappointment,  anddied  at  laft  of  grief,  Nov.  1 ,  1715.” 
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advancement  in  life.  The  un¬ 
bounded  authority  he  poffeffed  over 
them  was  eltablifhed  in  parental 
dominion,  not  in  the  cold,  haughty, 
fupercilious  fuperiority  of  a  mere 
patron. — Among  this  latter  de- 
fcription,  ^he  author  of  the  prefent 
rude  outline  is  proud  of  ranking 
himfelf,  and  is  happy  in  recollect¬ 
ing,  that  he  obeyed,  or  rather  an¬ 
ticipated,  the  willies  of  his  noble 
friend,  as  far  as  lay  in  his  power, 
with  more  ehearfulnefs  and  alacri¬ 
ty  than  he  would  in  executing  even 
the  confidential  mandates  of  the 
greateft  monarch  or  minifter  in 
Chrifteiidom. 

His  lordihip’s  acquaintance  with 
men  and  books  was  accurate  and 
extenfive.  His  ftudies  in  the  early 
part  of  his  life  rnuft  have  been 
well  directed,  and  his  tafte  remark¬ 
ably  judicious,  for  no  perfon  ever 
lived  who  was  lefs  tindured  with 
the  v*ulgar  morofenefs,  and  felf- 
conceited  air  of  a  pedant,  nor  with 
the  affedation  and  frivolity  of  that 
rank  in  life,  which  his  birth,  for¬ 
tune,  and  fituation,  rendered  cuf- 
tomary  and  familiar  to  him. 

He  was  perfectly  and  intimately 
acquainted  with  the  works  of  the 
molt  celebrated  writers  of  antiquity 
in  verfe  and  profe.  His  memory 
was  (locked  with  the  molt  (hiking 
palfages  contained  in  them  j  but 
he  never  indulged  nor  gave  way  to 
the  Itrong  imprellions  they  had 
(tamped  on  his  mind,  but  to  gratify 
fiis  confidential  friends.  Whenever 
he  confented  to  their  entreaties, 
hisaliufions  were judicioufiy  (elect¬ 
ed,  and  applied  with  the  molt  con- 
fummate  propriety.  His  language 
was  manly,  nervous,  and  technical. 
It  was  Anted  to  the  per l'onal  rank, 
knowledge,  and  difpofttion  of  thofe 


he  converfed  with ;  by  which  means 
he  rendered  himfelf  agreeable  and 
intelligible  to  every  perfon,  whom 
chance,  amufemement  or  bufinefs, 
threw  in  his  way. 

His  difcernment  of  fpirits,  the 
term  which  the  late  Lord  Boling- 
broke  fubllitutes  for  the  familiar 
phrafe  of  knowing  mankind,  was  no 
lefs  confpicuous,  when  he  thought 
proper  to  exert  it  with  Iteadinefs 
and  vigour ;  but  unfortunately  for 
his  own  dorrieftic  peace,  it  was 
extremely  difficult  to  route  him. 
He  trufted  too  much  to  the  re¬ 
presentations-  of  others,  and  was 
always  ready  to  leaye  the  labour 
of  difcriminating  characters,  to 
thofe  who  too  often  found  aninte- 
reft  in  deceiving  him.  Though 
his  Iteadinefs  of  principle,  pene¬ 
tration,  and  jultnefs  of  reflection, 
might  be  well  ranked  in  thefirR 
clais,  thofe  talents  were  in  a  great 
meafure  effectually  loft,  becaufe  his 
employments  and  purfuits  as  a 
public  man,  his  amufements  as  a 
man  of  tafte  and  fcience,  and,  in 
the  latter  part  of  his  life,  his  avo¬ 
cations  as  a  writer,  fo  totally  en- 
grpffed  his  attention,  that  he  en¬ 
tirely  negleCted  his  private  affairs, 
and  in  a  variety  of  inftances  fell  a 
prey  to  private  rapine  and  literary 
impolition.  This  was  the  joint 
effeCt  of  native  indolence,  and  a 
certain  incurable  abfence  of  mind. 
To  (how  that  his  want  of  difcri- 
mination  was  not  native,  but  that 
the  power  of  knowing  thofe  he 
communicated  with,  was  rendered 
to  lome  purpofe  ufelefs,  becaufe  it  * 
was  not  employed,  a  ftronger  proof 
need  not  be  given  than  his  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  court,  as  exhi¬ 
bited  in  parties,  and  the  te.veral  in¬ 
dividuals  who  compiled  them.  He 

couief 


Could  tell  the  political  value  of 
almod  every  veteran  courtier,  or 
candidate  for  power.  He  could 
develope  their  latent  views  ;  he 
could  foretell  their  change  of  con¬ 
duct  He  forefaw  the  effects  of  fuch 
and  fuch  combinations,  the  motives 
which  formed  them,  the  principles 
which  held  them  together,  and  the 
probable  date  of  their  diflolution. 
Whenever  he  was  impofed  on,  it 
was  through  the  want  ofattention, 
not  of  parts  ;  or  from  a  kind  of 
fettled  opinion,  that  men  of  com¬ 
mon  plain  underdandings,  and 
good  reputation,  would  hardly 
rilque  folid  advantages  in  purfuit 
ot  unlawful  gain  ;  which laft  might 
eventually  be  accompanied  with 
lots  oi  character,  as  well  as  the 
objeCt  propofed  to  be  attained. 
Whatever  plaufibility  there  may 
appear  in  this  mode  of  reafoning, 
experience  frequently  informed  his 
lordfhip,  that  it  was  not  to  be  de¬ 
pended  on.  He  was  plundered  by 
his  fervants,  deceived  by  his  hum¬ 
ble  companions,  nulled  by  his  con¬ 
fidents,  and  impofed  on  by  teveral 
ot  thofe  whom  he  patronized.  He 
felt  the  effeCts  of  all  this,  in  his 
family,  in  his  finances,  and  -even  in 
the  rank  he  fhouid  have  preferv- 
ed.  Thole  who  were  not  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  folidity  of  his  judg¬ 
ment,  the  acutenefs  of  his  wit, 
the  brilliancy  and  juftnefs  of  his 
thoughts,  the  depth  of  his  pene¬ 
tration,  and  with  the  amazing  ex¬ 
tent  of  his  genius,  were  apt  to  con¬ 
found  the  confequences  of  his  con¬ 
duct,  with  the  powers  and  refourc- 
es  of  his  mind.  If  his  lordlhip  re¬ 
mained  out  of  place,  on  principle, 
the  ignorant  inclined  to  afcribe 
this  feeming  court  profeription  to 
limplicity  or  want  of  talents. 
If  he  did  not  fupport  his  rank 


with  that  oftentatious  fplendor  now 
become  fo  fafliionable,  the  world 
was  ready  to  impute  it  to  a  want 
of  oeconomy,  or  a  want  of  fpirit  ; 
but  in  all  thole  conjectures  and 
conclufions,  the  world  were  much 
mitlaken  and  milled.  He  had 
frequent  offers,  fome  of  them  the 
molt  flattering,  to  take  a  part  in 
adminiftration  ;  but  he  uniformly 
rejected  them.  His  manner  of 
living  at  his  feat  at  Hagley  was 
founded  on  the  trued  principles 
of  hofpitality,  politenefs,  and  fo- 
ciety ;  and  as  to  money,  he  knew 
no  other  ule  of  it  but  to  anfwer 
his  own  immediate  calls,  ©r  to 
enable  him  to  promote  the  happi- 
nefs  of  others. 

When  the  author  of  this  fketch 
fird  fat  down  to  delineate  fome  of 
the  outlines  of  the  character  of  this 
truly  great  and  amiable  man,  it 
was  his  intention  to  have  faid  fome- 
thing  of  his  lordlhip  as  a  politician, 
ftatelman,  orator,  hiftorian,  and  a 
writer  of  tafte  and  genius,  ab- 
ftraCted  from  his  more  deep  and 
ferious  purfuits  and  dudies.  A  va¬ 
riety  of  difficulties  threw  them- 
felves  in  the  way,  befides  the  mere 
want  of  abilities,  or  fufficient  de¬ 
tailed  information.  For  though 
he  had  the  honour  of  being  inti¬ 
mately  acquainted  with  his  lordfhip 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  and 
was  no  dranger  to  his  political 
fentiinerits,  he  found  himfelf  in  a 
great  meafure  deprived  of  thofe 
lights  neceffary  to  explain  his  fiill 
connection  at  Carleton-Houfe,  with 
the  late  Prince  of  Wales,  father  to 
his  prelent  iVIaj e dy ;  his  retreat 
from  thence  and  union  with  the 
Pelhams,  and  his  final  retreat  from 
court,  under  the  adminidration  of 
Mr.  Pitt  now  Earl  of  Chatham. 

Thefe  are  points  well  worth 
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knowing;  and,  to  draw  his  lord- 
Hiip’s  chara&er  even  in  the  minia¬ 
ture  with  any  tolerable  degree  of 
precifion,  are  abfolutejy  neceifary. 
Another  motive  Hill  ftronger, 
though  a  compound  of  the  preced¬ 
ing  reafons,  which  forbids  the  at¬ 
tempt,  is,  that  the  author  was  in¬ 
formed  from  good  authority,  that  a 
lady  (Mrs.  M— -n—  e)  no  lefs  famed 
for  her  fine  tafteand  mafculine  un¬ 
demanding,  than  for  every  virtue 
that  renders  the  fex  eltimable  and 
truly  amiable,  intended,  or  more 
truly  fpeaking,  wasfolicitedby  fome 
of  his  iord/liip’s  neareft  friends,  to 
take  the  execution  ofthepleafingly 
mournful  talk  on  herfelf,  upon  a 
full  and  extenfive  plan.  Being 
convinced  that  no  one  knew  the 
late  Lord  Lyttleton  in  every  diffe¬ 
rent  light  he  fhone,or  fhared  more 
of  his  confidence  and  friendlhip, 
than  thelady  alluded  to,  the  author 
of  this  rude,  hafty  attempt*  here 
lays  down  his  pen,  in  expectation 
that  the  lady  will  either  promife  to 
oblige  the  world,  or  will  furnilh 
him  with  fuch  materials  as  may 
be  the  means  of  bringing  forward 
the  character  of  this  nobleman, 
and  making  his  abilities  as  well 
known,  and  his  public  virtues 
as  much  revered,  as  his  genius 
was  penetrating,  his  mind  liberal, 
hisheart  benevolent,  his  perception 
clear,  his  judgment  found,  and  his 
knowledge  extenfive. 


New  Anecdotes  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton, 
by  J.  H.  a  Gentleman  of  bis  Mo¬ 
ther's  Family. 


TH  E  truth  of  the  following 
particulars,  which  are  in  the 
hand-writing  of  my  mother,  whofe 
grandfather  was  brother  to  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton’s  mother,  may  be 
depended  on.  She  made  thefe  me~ 
morandums  for  the  information  of 
her  children  ;  her  words  are  thefe  : 

“  Hannah  Afcough  was  younger 
lifter  of  the  late  Mr.  Afcough,  my 
father’s  father.  She  married  a  Mr. 
Newton  of  Colfworth,  not  far  from 
Grantham  in  Lincolnlhire,  who  had 
an  eftate  of  about  120I.  per  annum, 
which  he  kept  in  his  own  hands 
and  occupied  himfelf.  She  had  by 
him  one  fon  called  Ifaac  ;  her  bro¬ 
ther  my  grandfather,  who  lived 
near  her,  directed  her  in  all  affairs, 
(after  the  death  of  Mr.  Newton) 
put  her  fon  to  fchool  at  Grantham, 
to  a  very  goodinafter,  Mr.  Stokes. 
When  he  had  finished  his  fchool 
learning,  his  mother  took  him 
home,  intending,  as  Ihe  had  no 
other  child,  to  have  the  pleafure  of 
his  company,  and  that  he,  as  his 
father  had  done,  fhould  occupy  his 
own  eftate ;  but  his  mind  was  fa* 
bent  upon  his  improving  in  learn¬ 
ing,  that  my  grandfather  prevailed 
upon  her  to  part  from  him,  and 
flie  fent  him  to  Trinity-College  * 
in  Cambridge,  where  her  brother, 
having  himfelf  been  a  member  of 
it,  had  ftill  many  friends.  Ifaac  was 
loon  taken  notice  of  by  Dr.  ifaac 
Barrow,  who  obferving  his  bright 
genius,  contracted  a  great  friend¬ 
lhip  lor  him  :  indeed  he  became 
1  o  eminent  for  his  learning,  joined 
with  his  fmgular  modefty,  that  he 
was  courted  to  accept  the  honours 


*  It  does  not  appear  to  me,  that  what  has  been  afferted  of  Sir  Ifaac  having  been 
fent  to  the  univeifity  by  the  pecuniary  aid  of  fome  neighbouring  gentleman,  is  at  all 
true.  It  certainly  was  not  neceifary.  His  mother  had  fufficient  ;  fo  had  his  uncle. 
I  therefore  fufpeA  there  mult  have  been  fome  mifinformation  as  to  this  point :  a  point 
however,  of  no  importance,  .•  ,  .  '  , 
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afterwardsiconferred  upon  him,  on 
the  calling  n  of  the  coin,  and  the 
neceftky  of  a  new  coinage.  He 
was  unwillingly  brought  trom  the 
univerfity  unto  the  bulypartot  the 
world — his  great  averfton  :  but  by 
his  great  judgment,  and  ftridt  in¬ 
tegrity,  he  laved  the  nation  at  that 
time,  on  that  occafion,  8o,oool. 
as  I  have  had  related  by  thofe  who 
well  knew  the  affair,  and  alfo  from 
himfelf. 

“  Sir  Ifaac’s  mother,  after  her 
fon  went  to  Cambridge,  was  court¬ 
ed  by  a  rich  old  batchelor,  who  had 
a  good  eftate  and  living  near  her, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Smith  j 
but  /he  fettled  fome  land  upon  Ilaac 
before  marriage.  She  had  by  this 
Smith,  onefon  and  twodaughters  ; 
thefe  married  and  had  defendants, 
to  all,  or  many  of  whom,  Sir  Ilaac, 
when  his  fortune  increafed,  was 
kind  and  munificent  ;  giving  to 
one  500I.  to  another  an  effate  of 
4000I.  or  thereabouts,  to  make  up 
a  lols,  occafioned  by  the  impru¬ 
dent  marriage  of  one  of  them,  and 
to  prevent  a  law-fuit  among  them- 
felves.  This  was  done  many  years 
before  his  death.  He  had  a  half- 
filter,  who  had  a  daughter,  to  whom 
he  gave  the  belt  of  educations,  the 
famous  witty  Mifs  Barton,  who 
married  Mr.  Conduit*,  of  the  mint, 
who  fucceeded  Sir  lfaac  in  the 
mint,  and  is  buried  at  the  weft 
door  of  Weftminfter- Abbey,  leav¬ 
ing  only  one  daughter,  married  to 
the  elcieft  fon  of  Lord  Lymington. 
Sir  lfaac  bought  an  eftate  of  about 
feventy  or  eighty  pounds  a  year, 
and  gave  it  Mils  Conduit  (then 
very  young)  before  he  died.  He 
was  kind  to  all  the  Afcoughs,  and 
generous  and  munificent  to  luch 


(of  them,)  whofe  imprudence  had 
made  his  afiiftance  neceflary  :  to 
one  of  them  he  gave  800I.  to  ano¬ 
ther  200I.  to  another  100I.  and 
many  other  films  ;  and  other  en¬ 
gagements  did  he  enter  into  alfo 
for  them.  He  was  the  ready  afilft- 
ant  to  all  who  were  any  way  re¬ 
lated  to  him,  to  their  children  and 
grand-children.  He  made  no  will  j 
his  paternal  eftate  of  120I.  a  year 
went  to  a  diftant  relation  of  his 
grandfather  Newton  ;  he  had  no 
relations  on  that  fide,  his  father 
nor  himfelf  had  no  brother  nor 
lifter.  He  is  faid  never  to  have 
fold  the  copies  of  any  (of  his) 
books,  publiftied  in  his  life-time, 
but  gave  them  freely  to  the  book- 
feller.  He  was  generous  to  his fer- 
vants,  and  had  no  love  of  riches, 
though  he  died  worth  30,000k 
which  fell  to  three  of  his  hall- bro¬ 
ther  Smith’s  children,  three  of  his 
half-fifter  Pilkingten’s,  and  his  half- 
fifter  Barton’s  two  daughters  :  all 
thefe  furvived  Sir  lfaac. 

“  He  was  a  perion  of  very  little 
expence  upon  himfelf ;  kept  a 
handfome,  genteel,  conftant  table, 
never  above  three  men  and  three 
women  fervants  ;  toward  his  latter 
end,  when  he  could  not  ufe  a  cha¬ 
riot,  only  a  chair,  he  kept  but 
two  men  fervants  ;  he  was  exceed¬ 
ingly  bountiful  and  charitable  (not 
only,)  to  relations,  but  to  acquaint¬ 
ance,  or  perfons  well  recommend¬ 
ed  ,  and  to  ingenious  perlbns,  in  any 
ufeful  art  or  fcience.” 

Thus  far  phe  extract  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  papers. 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  true 
that  he  ever  became  embecille  ;  he 
did  not,  or  would  not  racolledt  the 
lolution  of  many  of  his  problems 


*  Author  of  a  treatife  on  the  gold  aod  filver  coin. 
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of  former  years  5  and  perhaps  the 
ill  treatment  he  had  met  with  from 
fome  foreigners,  made  him  rather 
fhy  towards  the  laft,  of  entering 
into  the  difcuffion  of  any  matters 
about  which  a  difpute  might  arife  , 
but  I  know  that  he  converfed  with 
my  aunt,  in  whole  arms  he  died, 
and  with  others,  like  any  other 
reafonable  man,  to  the  laft  day  of 
his  death,  and  on  that  day  read  the 
news-paper :  but  I  lately  met  with 
a  letter  of  the  late  Dr.  Pearce,  Bi* 
ibop  of  Rochdter,  to  Dr.  Hunt, 
Hebrew profeflbr  at  Oxford,  wrote 
in  1754,  and  pubiifhed  in  1770, 
in  Carieli’s  edition  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton’s  Chronology,  '  page  10, 
which  puts  this  imputation  of  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton’s  imbecility  to  fhame. 
**  It  appears  that  Dr.  Pearce  was 
with  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  a  few  days 
before  his  death,  where  he  was 
writing  without  Ipe&acles  by  but 
an  indifferent  light.  That  he  was 
then  preparing  his  Chronology  for 
the  prefs,  and  had  written  the 
greateft  part  of  it  over  again  for 
that  purpofe.  He  read  to  the 
dodtor  fome  part  of  the  work,  on 
occafion  of  fome  points  in  chrono¬ 
logy  which  had  been  mentioned  in 
the  converfation.  He  continued 
near  an  hour  reading  to  him,  and 
talking  about  what  he  had  read, 
before  the  dinner  was  brought  up  : 
and  what  was  particular,  Ipeaking 
of  fome  fadt,  he  could  not  recoiled 
the  name  of  the  king  in  whofe  reign 
it  had  happened,  and  therefore 
complained  of  his  memory  begin¬ 
ning  to  fail  him  ;  but  he  added 
immediately  that  it  was  in  luch  a 

J 

year  of  fuch  an  olympiad,  naming 
them  both  very  exactly.  The 
ready  ^mention  of  fuch  chronolo¬ 
gical  dates  fee med,  lays  the  doc¬ 
tor,  agreatei  proof  of  his  memo¬ 


ry’s  net  failing  him,  than  the 
naming  of  the  king  would  have 
been.” 

What  coxcomb  therefore  was  it 
that  firft  pubiifhed  tothe  world  the 
filly  ftory  of  the  decay  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton’sfaculties  before  his  death? 
This  has  been  feveral  times  re¬ 
peated.  His  faculties  may,  indeed, 
in  fome  degree  have  been  im¬ 
paired,  as  he  had  employed  them 
intenlely  for,  perhaps,  feventy 
years  :  but  if  any  ruins  there  were 
in  this  great  man’s  powders,  there 
remained  ftill  far  too  much  ft  length 
of  mind  to  be  called  imbecility.  A 
perfifting  application,  and  fuch  a 
mattery  over  his  imagination,  as 
to  keep  it  up  to  the  p'shnt  he  had 
in  view  for  a  very  long  time, 
without  fnapping,  was  his  peculiar 
talent  ;  and  the  inftrument  with 
which  he  did  fuch  great  things, 
and  which  his  temperance  and 
conftitution,  fingulariy  formed  for 
fuch  purpofes,  enabled  him  to 
pradile  through  a  long  life.  His 
candour  and  modefty,  even  to 
balbfulnels,  were  the  graces  which 
made  fuch  fuperior  knowledge  not 
difgufting  to  his  inferiors. 

He  was  not  only  the  mathemati¬ 
cian,  but  the  hiftorian,  the  chro¬ 
nologic,  the  chymift,  and  the  cri¬ 
tic  :  |  have  never  met  with  any  of 
his  chymical  manufcripts,  but 
they  certainly  exift  fomewhere.  I 
remember  to  have  heard  from  the 
late  learned  Dr.  Kid  by,  a  gentle¬ 
man  well  known  to  many  learned 
men,  perhaps  ftill  alive,  that  Sir 
ifaac  Newton  was  as  great  in  che- 
miftry,  as  in  any  other  fcience. 
It  might  therefore  be  an  acquifiticn 
if  thole  chemical  papers  of  his 
could  be  found.  William  Jones, 
Efq  ;  if  I  remember  right,  was  lup- 
pokd  to  have  had  feveral  ma  nu- 
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(cripts  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  in  his 
pofTtilion  ;  how  he  came  hy  them* 
or  why  he  kept  them  to  himfelf,  if 
he  had  fuch  I  could  never  rightly 
learn  j  l  remember  to  have  heard 
him  blamed  on  that  account  forty 
years  ago  ;  this  is  perhaps  a 
groundlels  charge  ;  I  only  mention 
it,  that  enquiry  may  he  made  of 
Mr.  Jones’s  heirs,  or  the  perfons 
into  whofe  hands  his  papers  came 
after  his  deceafe,  whether  any  111a- 
inufcripts  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s 
worth  notice  exift  ?  and  furely  if 
any  exift  they  muft  have  their 
worth.  J.  H. 

N.  B.  We  areauthorized by  the 
fon  of  William  Jones,  Efq;  author 
of  the  Synopfis  Matbejeos ,  to  allure 
the  public,  that  no  fuch  papers 
have  been  found  in  his  father’s  li¬ 
brary  :  and  that  the  ftory  of  his 
having  made  an  improper  ufe  of 
any  papers  belonging  to  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton,  is  wholly  groundlefs. 


An  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings 
of  the  late  David  Hume,  Efq ; 
as  given  to  the  World  in  one  of 
the  periodical  Publications. 

TH  E  lives  of  literary  men 
feldom  abound  with  inci¬ 
dents.  That  leifure,  which  is  ne- 
ceflary  for  the  acquifttion  of  know¬ 
ledge,  excludes  them  in  lome  mea- 
fure  from  the  bufy  world,  and  in- 
tenfe  ftudy  feems  generally  to  fub- 
due  in  them  the  fpirit  of  enter- 
prize.  Few  men,  even  among  the 
learned,  had  ever  lefs  of  that  fpirit 
than  the  honed,  eafy,  indolent, 
but  philofophic  Hume.  His  life, 
confequently,  affords  few  of  thofe 
occurrences  which  are  commonly 
fuppofed  to  give  intereft  to  a  bio¬ 
graphical  narration.  But  there  is 


a  pleafure  in  tracing  the  progrefs 
ol  genius,  and  in  obferving  its  va¬ 
rious  obftru6tions  and  encourage¬ 
ments,  in  the  road  to  fame,  which 
has  made  the  lives  of  authors, 
though  lefs  diverfified  by  circum- 
ftances,  more  univerfally  accept¬ 
able  than  thofe  perhaps  of  any 
other  clafs  of  men.  No  apology 
need  therefore  be  made  for  an  at¬ 
tempt  to  trace  the  progrefs  of  a 
writer  unequalled  in  his  age,  or  ia 
his  province,  one  of  the  mod  emi¬ 
nent  and  extensive  in  the  empire  of 
fcience. 

David  Hume,  fo  well  known 
the  world  of  late,  both  as  a  phi- 
lofopher  and  hi  dorian,  was  born 
about  the  year  1712,  in  that  part 
of  Scotland  which  lies  between 
Edinburgh  and  Berwick.  His  fa¬ 
ther  was  a  country  gentleman,  or 
laird,  of  good  family,  but  ffnall 
fortune,  and  David  was  unfortu¬ 
nately  a  younger  fon.  In  his  early 
years,  he  was  by  no  means  didin- 
guiihed  as  afcholar,  or  by  any  of 
thofe  accompli fhments  which  are 
fuppofed  to  qualify  youth  for  the 
liberal  profeflions ;  but  as  the  pride 
of  the  ScottiJh  gentry  then  pre¬ 
vented  them  from  breeding  any  of 
their  children  to  mechanical  or 
mercantile  employments  ;  and  as 
the  church  in  that  country,  can 
only  be  the  object  of  the  lower 
clafs  of  people,  the  bed  kirks  af¬ 
fording  no  more  than  a  decent 
maintenance,  there  was  a  neceOity 
for  every  younger  fon  of  a  genteel 
family  being  bred  either  a  loldier, 
a  iawyer,  or  a  phyfician. —  David 
was  defined  tor  the  bar;  not  lo 
much  as  being  adapted  to  his  ge¬ 
nius,  as  the  line  in  which  his  rela¬ 
tions  could  mod  etfedualiy  ferve 
him.  After  pading  through  his 
academical  couifes  %t  the  univerfity 
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of  Edinburgh,  he  therefore  devoted 
himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  the  Scotch 
laws,  in  which  he  made  considera¬ 
ble  progrefs  j  but  whether  from 
that  natural  modefty,  almofl:  infe- 
£>arabiy  connected  with  great  me¬ 
rit,  a  confcioufnefs  of  his  deficient 
cy  in  elocution,  the  happy  indo¬ 
lence  of  his  temper,  little  fitted  tor 
the  contentious  bar,  or  any  other 
lecret  caufe,  he  never  put  on  the 
gown,  nor  even  took  the  introduc¬ 
tory  heps  necefrary  for  that  pur^ 
pole.  Other  Studies  attracted  him. 

The  metaphyfical  writings  of 
Locke  and  Berkeley,  had  turned 
all  inquifitive  men  towards  intel¬ 
lectual  objeCts.  The  human  mind 
%ent  its  force  in  contemplating 
itfeif  f  as  if  man  had  been  born 
for  thinking,  not  aCting  ;  as  if  ideas 
had,  in  faCt,  only  been  real ;  and 
the  material  world,  as  conjectured 
by  the  Bilhop  ot  Clovne,  but  as  a 
nji/lon.  Mr.  Hume  had  early  ap¬ 
plied  himfelf  to  metaphyfical  inqui¬ 
ries  :  he  iaw,  or  teemed  to  fee, 
the  defects  of  the  former  fyftems, 
and  publifhed,  in  1739,  tw0 
fit  ft  volumes  of  his  ‘Treatise  of  Hu- 
man  Nature,  and  the  third  the  fol¬ 
lowing  year. 

This  work,  though  not  inferior 
to  any  thing  of  the  moral  or  me¬ 
taphyfical  kind  in  any  language, 
was  entirely  overlooked,  or  decried 
at  the  time  of  its  publication,  ex¬ 
cept  by  a  few  liberal-minded  men, 
who  had  courage  to  throw  afide 
their  popular  and  literary  prejudi¬ 
ces,  and  to  follow  found  reafoning, 
without  being  afraid  of  any  dange¬ 
rous  conclufion,  or  fatal  difcovery  • 
of  feeing  errors  unveiled,  howe¬ 
ver  fanCtified  by  years,  or  lup- 
ported  by  authorities:  and  the 
author  made  fenfible,  to  the  fevere 
difappointment  of  his  youthful 


hopes,  that  the  tafte  for  fyfternatf- 
cal  writing  was  on  the  decline,  di¬ 
vided  his  treatife  into  feveral  ef- 
fays,  and  differtations,  which  he 
publifhed,  with  improvements, al¬ 
terations  and  additions,  at  different 
periods  of  his  life.  His  enemies, 
however,  or  men  defirous  of  railing 
a  reputation  by  expofing  the 
offtakes  of  a  great  genius,  have 
levelled  all  their  arguments  againft 
this  juvenile  production,  though 
never  dignified  with  the  author's 
name  j  and  Dr.  Beattie  in  parti¬ 
cular,  more  than  thirty  years  after 
the  publication  of  that  fceptical 
fyftem,  has  been  fo  fuccefsful  as 
to  obtain  a  penfion  by  his  EJJ'ay  on 
the  Immutability  of  Truth  ;  in  which 
he  difcovers  all  the  violence  of  a 
feCtary,  and  all  the  iiliberaiity  of 
a  pedant,  and  rather  abufes  than 
confutes  Mr.  Hume. 

As  the  Ireatifeof  Human  Nature 
is  now  very  fcarce,  fome  account 
of  it  may  be  agreeable  to  many 
readers.  The  author’s  purpofe,  in 
that  work,  as  he  himfelf  informs 
us,  was,  “  to  introduce  the  expe¬ 
rimental  method  of  reafoning  into 
moral  fubjeCts.”  The  ability  with 
which  he  has  executed  his  defign, 
can  only  be  fully  difcovered  by  an 
examination  of  the  treatife  itfeif  • 
which,  as  a  compofition,  is  admir¬ 
able.  The  firft  volume  treats  of 
the  underftanding,  the  fecond  of 
the  paflions,  the  third  of  morals. 
Criticifin  and  politics,  were  frill 
iieceffary  to  complete  his  plan,  and 
would  have  been  added  fyftemati- 
cally,  if  the  fuccefs  had,  in  any 
degree,  been  anfwprable  to  the 
merit  of  the  work.  He  thus  fpeaks 
of  the  fcienoes  that  he  meant  to 
examine  ;  “  The  foie  end  of  logic 
is  to  explain  the  principles  and 
operations  of  our  reafoning  faculty, 
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and  the  nature  of  our  ideas ;  mo¬ 
rals  and  criticifm  regard  our  taftes 
and  fentiments  ;  and  politics  con- 
fider  men  as  united  in  fociety,  and 
dependent  on  each  other.  In  :hefe 
four  fciences,  logic,  morals,  criti¬ 
cifm,  and  politics,  is  comprehended 
aimed:  every  thing,  which  it  can 
anyway  import  us  to  be  acquiinted 
with,  or  which  can  tend  either  to 
the  improvement  or  ornament  of 
the  human  mind.”  So  earl),  and 
when  he  was  thought  little  able  to 
give  a  new  direction  to  fcience, 
had  this  great  man  digefted  that 
ingenious  fyftem  of  philefophy, 
which  has.  changed  metaphyfics 
from  a  frivolous  to  an  ufefulrtudy  ; 
and  given  a  (lability  to  morals, 
criticifm,  and  politics,  unknown 
in  former  ages!— -But,  what  is  (till 
more  extraordinary,  the  (tile  and 
method  of  this  drft  production  are 
not  lefs  correCt  and  happy,  than 
thofe  o(  his  mod  admired  perform¬ 
ances,  written  after  his  tafte  and 
judgment  were  matured  by  years 
and  experience.  A  (ingle  quota¬ 
tion  will  be  fufficient  to  (upport 
this  aiTertion,  and  alfo  to  exem¬ 
plify  his  method  of  reafoning  ex¬ 
perimentally  01  moral  fubjeCts. 

Speaking  of  that  modefty  and 
chattity  which  belong  to  women, 
“  there  are  fome  philofophers,” 
he  obfei  ves,  who  attack  the  fe¬ 
male  virtues  vith  great  vehemence, 
and  fancy  tiny  have  gone  very  far 
in-  detecting  popular  errors,  when 
they  can  ih<w,  that  there  is  no 
foundation  ii  nature  for  all  that 
exterior  modrfty,  which  we  require 
in  the  exprelions,  drefs,  and  be¬ 
haviour  ot  tie  (air  fex.”  And  he 
proceeds  toexamine  the  origin  of 
luch  notions  and  their  connection 
with  the  inteefts  of  fociety. 

“  Whoevr  confiders,”  fays  he, 


“  the  length  and  feebienefs  of  hu¬ 
man  infancy,  with  the  concern 
which  both  fexes  naturally  have 
for  their  offspring,  will  eafily  per¬ 
ceive  that  there  muft  be  an  union 
of  male  and  female  for  the  educa¬ 
tion  of  the  young,  and  that  this 
union  muft  be  of  confiderable  du¬ 
ration.  But  in  order  to  induce  the 
men  to  impofe  on  themfelves  this 
reftraint,  arid  undergo  chearfully 
all  the  fatigues  and  expences  to 
which  it  fubjeCts  them,  they  muft 
believe  that  the  children  are  their 
own,  that  their  natural  injlind  is 
not  directed  to  a  wrong  objeCt, 
when  they  give  a  loofe  to  love  and 
tendernefs. 

“  Now,”  adds  he,  with  equal 
juft  ice  and  ingenuity,  ‘‘  if  we  ex¬ 
amine  the  ftruCture  of  the  human 
body,  we  (ball  find,  that  this  fecu- 
rity  is  very  difficult  to  be  attained 
on  our  part ;  and  that  fince  in  the 
copulation  of  the  fexes,  the  prin¬ 
ciple  ot  generation  goes  from  the 
man  to  the  woman,  an  error  may 
take  place  on  the  fide  of  the  for¬ 
mer,  though  it  be  utterly  impof- 
fible  on  the  fide  of  the  latter.  In 
order  therefore  to  impofe  a  due  re¬ 
ftraint  on  the  female  fex,  we'mUft 
attach  a  peculiar  degree  of  ibame 
to  their  infidelity,  above  what 
arifes  merely  from  its  injustice,  and 
muft  beftow  proportionable  praifes 
on  their  chaftity.  But  as  human 
creatures,  efpecially  of  the  female 
bind,  are  apt  to  overlook  remote 
confequences,  while  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  any  prefent  temptation, 
it  is  neceffary,  befides  the  infamy 
attending  fuch  licences,  that  there 
ibould  be  fome  preceding  hack- 
wardnefs  or  dread,  which  may  pre¬ 
vent  their  firft  approaches,  and 
give  the  female  fex  a  repugnance 
to  all  expreifions,  and  poflures.and 

liberties. 


CHARACTERS. 


3° 

liberties,  that  have  an  immediate 
relation  to  that  enjoyment.’*  So 
much  good fetife  and  found  reafoning 
was  never  perhaps  delivered  in  fo 
few  words,  on  the  fubjeCt  of  fe¬ 
male  virtue,  by  any  writer  ancient 
or  modern  :  yet  this  is  an  extraCI 
from  the  treatife,  whofe  confuta¬ 
tion  has  been  impudently  attempt¬ 
ed,  more  than  once,  by  mere  com¬ 
mon  fenfe  and  childijh  declamation  t 

In  the  year  1 742,  Mr-  Hume 
published  two  filial!  volumes,  con¬ 
futing  of  effays,  moral,  political, 
and  literary.  Thefe  were  better 
received  than  his  former  publica¬ 
tion,  but  contributed  little  to  his 
general  reputation  as  an  author, 
and  flilllefs  to  his  profit  ;  and  his 
fmall  patrimony  being  now  almoit 
fpent,  he  was  glad  to  accept  of  the 
office  of  library  keeper  to  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  advocates.  The  falary 
annexed  to  this  place  is  only  fifty 
pounds  per  annum  ;  but  the  op¬ 
portunity  which  it  afforded  him 
©f  confuhing,  at  his  deifure,  ail 
the  choice  authors  and  valuable 
papers  in  one  of  the  heft  libraries 
in  Europe,  may  be  confidered  as 
no  inconfiderable  circumftance  in 
favour  of  Mr.  Hume’s  literary  cha¬ 
racter. 

In  1746,  he  flood  candidate  for 
the  chair  of  moral  philofophy  in 
the  univerfity  of  Edinburgh,  then 
vacant  by  the  refignation  of  the 
prefent  Sir  John  Pringle,  appoint¬ 
ed  phyfician  to  the  army.  Every 
one  was  convinced  of  Mr.  Hume’s 
abilities,  and  his  intereft  was 
warmly  fupported  by  the  nobility 
and  gentry  ;  but  the  Prefbytery  of 
Edinburgh,  having  a  right  tcvob- 
jeCt  to  one  out  of  three  candidates 
named  by  the  town  council,  they 
put  their  negative  upon  honeft  Da¬ 


vid,  whofe  fentimefi-ts  were  too 
liberal  for  their  narrow  minds. 

Thus  baffled  in  his  attempt  to 
obtain  an  Office  for  which  he  was 
eminently  qualified,  and  in  which 
perhaps  he  could  have  been  of  mor© 
fervice  to  his  country  than  in  any 
other,  Mr,  Hume  devoted  himfelf 
entire!)  to  ftudy,  and  relied  all  his 
hopes  of  fame  and  fortune  on  his 
merit  as  an  author.  — - —  He  pub- 
liflied  in  the  years  1748  and  49  his 
Metapbyficai  Effays  nearly  as  they 
now  ft  and  ;  a  Differtation  on  the 
Pa  (lions,  alfo  extracted  from  his 
Treatife  of  Human  Nature  ;  his 
Syftem  of  Morals,  much  altered 
and  improved  ;  and  along  with 
thefe  fe/eral  new  moral,  critical, 
and  politicaj  effays. 

From  politics,  in  which  he  had 
now  made  a  confiderable  progrefs, 
Mr.  Hume  turned  his  inquiries  to¬ 
wards  hiftory,  and  completed  in 
1752,  the  Hiftory  of  Britain  under 
the  Houfe  of  Stuart.  The  firft  vo¬ 
lume  of  this  work  had  been  pub- 
li fined  two  years  before,  but  was 
little  noticed,  and  the  fuccefs  of 
the  fecond  was  by  no  means  con¬ 
fiderable  ;  yet  thefe  two  volumes 
are  allowed  to  be  equa,  to  any  part 
of  his  now  juftly  admi’ed  Hiftory 
of  England  ;  or  ratherof  Britain, 
for  he  all  along  connects  the  ftoiy 
of  the  two  kingdoms. 

So  fingular  an  inftante  of  public 
negleCt  cannot  be  wel  accounted 
for;  efpecially  as  theftyle  is  re¬ 
markably  elegant,  the  period  in- 
terefting,  and  the  wak  full  of 
new  and  important  nutter,  anec¬ 
dotes,  and  obfervations.  The  pub¬ 
lic,  however,  has  fmce  amply  re¬ 
paid  Mr.  Hume  for  its  ngratitude. 
His  Hiftory  of  the  Houe  of  Stuart 
requires  only  to  be  reac  to  be  ad¬ 
jured  ; 
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mired  j  and  it  no  (boner  fell  into 
the  hands  of  Mr-  Millar,  then  at 
the  head  of  the  London  bookfel- 
lers,  than  it  became  a  favourite 
performance  among  the  higher 
clafs  of  people. 

But  Mr.  Hume’s  reputation  as 
an  hiftorian  was  not  complete,  till 
the  publication  of  his  Hiftory  of 
the  Houfe  of  Tudor,  in  1758. 
About  the  fame  time  was  published 
Dr.  Robertfon’s  Hiftory  of  the 
Reign  of  Mary,  Queen  of  Scots, 
and  her  Son  James,  till  his  Accef- 
fion  to  the  T  hrone  of  England  j  a 
work  which  was  admired,  even  to 
enthufiafm,  by  perfons  of  all  ranks. 
Many  of  the  fame  fubje&s  are 
treated  by  both  writers,  and  at 
equal  length.  A  comparifon  ne- 
celfarily  followed  ;  and  all  intelli¬ 
gent  men  became  fcnfible,  after 
the  mod  critical  examination,  that 
the  philofophic  dignity,  the  logi¬ 
cal  difpofiucn,  the  force  of  dic¬ 
tion,  the  juft  concatenation  of  cir- 
cumftances  the  lively  pictures  of 
manners,  the  comprehenfive,  yet 
diftinft  views  of  the  intcrefts  of 
nations,  and  the  intrigues  of  courts, 
independent  of  the  many  valuable 
difquifitions,  which  fo  eminently 
diftinguifh  Mr.  Hume’s  work,  were 
at  leail  a  balance  for  the  claflical 
purity  of  ftyle,  the  happy  feledtion 
of  incidents,  the  keen  cifcernment 
of  motives,  and  the  fine  delinea¬ 
tion  of  character  no  lefs  confpicu- 
ous  in  the  other,  and  which  render 
the  Hiftory  of  Mary  one  of  the 
mod  captivating  books  in  our  lan¬ 
guage. 

Thus  encouraged  by  the  public 

approbation,  Mr.  Hume  prepared 

for  the  prefs,  with  all  expedition, 

the  more  early  part  of  his  Hiftory 

of  England,  from  the  invafion  of 

.0 

Julius  Csefar  to  the  accdlion  of 


the  Houfe  of  Tudor  •  which,  with 
the  volumes  formerly  publilhed, 
bring  down  the  progrels  of  the 
Englifti  conftitution,  and  the  civil 
and  military  tranfa&ions  of  Britain, 
to  the  Revolution  in  1688,  an  sera 
when  the  government  of  this  coun¬ 
try  was  fixed  on  the  balls,  where  it 
continues  to  reft.  Yet  it  is  to  be 
lamented  that  Mr.  Hume  did  not 
bring  down  his  hiftory  to  the  death 
of  Anne,  when  the  manners,  the 
literature,  and  the  military  reputa¬ 
tion  of  England,  and  of  Europe, 
were  at  an  height,  and  when  the 
acceftion  of  a  new  family  gave  a 
new  direction  to  British  policy. 
But  fuch  as  it  is,  taken  as  a  whole, 
jt  may  be  confidered  as  one  of  the 
moft  excellent  productions  of  hu¬ 
man  genius,  and  is  certainly  the 
greateft  hiftorical  work  of  modern 
times. 

Mr.  Hume’s  reputation  was  now 
complete.  He  was  confidered  as 
the  greateft  writer  of  the  age  :  his 
moft  infignificant  performances 
were  fought  alter  with  avidity  ; 
and  Lord  Bute,  who,  whatever  er¬ 
rors  he  may  have  been  guilty  of  as 
a  politician,  will  ever  be  honoured 
as  a  patron  of  letters,  procured  for 
Mr.  Hume  a  conftderable  penfion. 
—  But  it  was  not  enough  that  the 
philofophic  David  fihould  be  en¬ 
abled,  in  his  latter  years,  to  eat 
the  bread  ofidlenefs,  as  the  re¬ 
ward  of  his  many  laborious  re- 
fearches  ;  his  political  writings  af¬ 
fording  reafon  to  believe,  that  he 
might  be  of  ufe  to  the  flare,  he 
was  appointed  fecretary  to  Lord 
Hertford,  ambaftador  at  the  court 
of  France,  and  afterwards  refident 
in  the  abfence  of  that  nobleman. 

In  France,  Mr.  Hume’s  writings 
had  long  been  known  and  admir¬ 
ed  ;  fo  that  there  he  found  himfelf 
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©f  dill  more  confeqnence  by  his 
character  than  his  office.  He  was 
univerfally  careffed.  Even  the  la¬ 
dies  are  fa  id  to  have  loaded  him 
with  their  favours.  But  of  all 
Mr.  Hume’s  adventures,  during 
his  refidence  in  France,  or  in  his 
own  country,  there  is  none  fo  re¬ 
markable  as  that  winch  took  its 
rife  from  his  acquaintance  with  the 
celebrated  John  James  Rouffeau, 
whom  he  brought  over  to  England 
with  him  in  1766,  and  tor  whom 
he  procured  the  offer  of  a  penfion, 
from  his  ma jelly. 

The  particulars  of  that  affair 
have  been  already  publifhed,  and 
are  too  numereus  and  complicated 
to  enter  into  fuch  aiketch  as  the  pre- 
fent :  it  will  therefore  be  fufficient 
here  to  obferve,  that  Mr,  Flume, 
underifanding  that  M,  Rouffeau, 
perfecuted  every  whereon  the  con¬ 
tinent,  meant  to  take  refuge  in 
England,  generouily  conducted  him 
over,  procured  him  a  commodious 
retreat,  and  afterwards  the  offer  of 
a  penfion  ;  but  that  the  jealous 
and  peevifh  temper  of  Rouffeau, 
led  him  to  rejedl  the  laft,  abandon 
the  fuff,  and  abufe  Mr.  Hume  as 
a  perfon  who  had  confpired  the 
ruin  of  his  character,  under  an  ap¬ 
pearance  of  ferving  him  ;  though 
every  precaution,  which  the  moll 
refined  delicacy  could  fugged,  had 
been  taken  in  order  to  fjpare  the 
pride  of  that  fingular  man,  by 
the  manner  of  conferring  thofe 
obligations. 

An  anecdote  or  two  will  fuffi- 
ciently  fhew  the  jealous  and  even 
fufpicious  temper  of  M.  Rouffeau, 
and  the  generofity  and  candour  of 
Mr.  Hume.  On  their  journey  to 
England,  they  happened  one  night 
to  lie  in  the  lame  chamber  ;  and 
during  tfie  fe&fon  devoted  to  deep, 


M.  Rouffeau  heard,  or  imagined, 
he  heard,  Mr.  Hume  cry  feverai 
times,  with  great  vehemence — 

“  Rouffeau,  I  have  you  !”  Thele 
words,  though  in  themfelves  equi- 
vocal, and  tho’M.  Rouffeau  owns  he 
does  not  know  whether  Mr-  Hume 
uttered  them  when  afleep  or  awake, 
roufed  his  fufpicions,  which  it  ap¬ 
pears  were  never  afterwards  entire¬ 
ly  laid.  The  quedion  which  honeft 
David  afks  on  this  occafion  is  e- 
qually  pertinent  and  candid  -  “  As 
M.  Rouffeau  is  not  certain  whether 
Mr.  Hume  was  afl.ee p  or  awake, 
is  he  fare  that  he  was  awake  him- 
felf  r” 

M.  Rouffeau’s  fufpicion  of  Mr.. 
Hume’s  treachery  rofe  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  the  benefits  conferred  upon 
him,  and  at  laft  broke  out  in  per¬ 
fect  peevifhnefs  on  the  flighted  oc- 
cafion  imaginable.  Mr.  Daven¬ 
port,  a  gentleman  didinguifhed  by 
his  birth,  his  fortune,  and  "his 
merit,  had  granted  to  M.  Rouffeau 
and  his  governante,  the  life  of  his 
houfe  called  Wooton,  in  Derby  - 
fhire,  (where  he  feldom  redded), 
with  all  other  things  neceffary  for 
a  livelihood ;  but,  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  Rouffeau’s  pride  from  being 
hurt  by  fuch  a  benefit,  he  agreed 
to  receive,  in  return,  a  trifling 
fum  annually.  He  alfo  generoufly 
pretended,  as  he  had  reafon  to 
think  M.  Rouffeau’s  finances  were 
not  very  high,  that  he  had  found 
a  pod-chaife,  on  its  return  to 
Wooton,  which  wrould  carry  the 
phiiofopher  fafely,  and  at  final! 
expence  to  his  retreat.  Rouffeau 
fufpefted  the  benevolent  artifice9 
and  accufed  Mr.  Hume  of  being 
an  accomplice  in  it.  Mr.  Hume 
protefted  hi*  innocence,  and  en¬ 
deavoured  to  fhift  the  fubjedh 
After  a  farcadical  reply,  Rouffeau 
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lancholy,  then  fprung  up,  walked 
two  or  three  times  aciofs  the 
room,  and  at  Jaft  threw  his  arms 
about  the  neck  cf  his  brother  phi- 
lofopher,  bathing  the  aftonifti#d 
David’s  face  with  tears,  and  cry¬ 
ing  like  a  child.  44  My  dear 
friend,’  faid  he,  as  foon  as  he 
was  able  to  fpeak,  ’  will  you  ever 
forgive  me  this  extravagance  ? 
After  ail  the  pains  which  you  have 
taken  to  ferve  me,  after  the  num- 
beriefs  proofs  of  your  friend&ip,  is 
itpoffible  that  lean  thusrepay  your 
kindnefs  with  fpieen  and  abufe  ! 
But  in  pardoning  me  you  will  give 
me  a  new  mark  of  your  regard, 
and  I  hope  when  you  know  me 
better,  you  will  find  that  1  am  not 
unworthy  of  it.” 

This  reconciliation,  however, 
was  but  of  fhort  duration.  Still 
a  prey  to  his  former  fufpicions, 
his  delicacies,  and  his  fcruples, 
RoufTeau  foon  broke  out  entirely 
with  his  benefactor,  and  left  Eng¬ 
land. 

Mr.  Hume,  who  after  his  return 
from  France,  had  been  appointed 
under  fecretary  of  date,  retired  to 
Scotland  on  the  refignation  of  Gen . 
Conway,  and  fpern  the  remainder 
of  his  years  at  Edinburgh,  among 
the  companions  of  his  youth,  e« 
qually  admired  and  refpeCted  ; 
beloved  as  a  friend,  and  honoured 
over  Europe  as  a  fcholar,  a  gen¬ 
tleman,  and  a  man  of  genius  He 
died,  after  a  lingering  iilnefs,  on 
the  25th  of  Auguft,  1776. 

Tranfation  of  a  letter  from  M,  de 
Voltaire  to  the  king  of  Pruflia, 
dated  March  30,  1776  ;  ' which , 
he fides anentertainingfpecimen  oj 
the  Writer  $  rare  brilliancy  of  Ge¬ 
nius  at  the  advanced  Elge  0^  8  3 , 
contains  fome  curious  Particulars 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 
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relating  to  the  remarkable  Rights 
vf  re gi jeering  the  Royal  Edi d$ ,  to 
render  them  valid ;  and  remon - 
fra  ting  againf  them  ;  peculiar  to 
the  French  Parliaments y  or  Courts 

°f  Juftfe- 

SIRE, 

IF  your  Caniarade  [fc  How- mo¬ 
narch,  6r  compeer],  the  Empe¬ 
ror  of  China,  Kien-Long,  be  dead 
as  it  is  reported*  I  am  extremely 
forty. 

Your  Majcftycan  tell  how  much 
I  love  and  revere  kings  who  make 
verles.  I  knew  one  who  has  cer- 
tainly’made  better  than  Kien-Long, 
and  to  whom  i  (hail  continue  at¬ 
tached  until  I  go  to  pay  my  court 
below  to  the  late  Emperor  of 
China. 

We  have  in  France  a  young 
king,  who,  indeed,  does  not  make 
verfes,  but  who  makes  excellent 
profe.  He  has  lately  given  feven 
fine  pieces,  ail  in  favour  of  the 
people.  The  preambles  of  thefe 
edidls  are  mailer- pieces  of  elo¬ 
quence,  for  they  are  mailer-pieces 
of  realon  and  benevolence.  The 
parliament  of  Paris  returned  fome 
fpecious  remonstrances.  It  was  a 
trial  of  Ikiil.  If  a  prize  had 
been  to  be  given  to  the  beft  com- 
pofition,  the  connoifTeurs  would 
without  hc/ltation  have  adjudged 
it  to  fjie  king. 

This  right  of  registering  and 
remonffrating,  of  which  you  know 
nothiiig  in  your  kingdom,  is 
founded  on  an  ancient  precedent 
of  a  proved  of  Paris,  in  the  time 
of  St.  Louis,  and  ofyour  Conrad 
Hohenzollern  the  fecond,  vdiich 
provoft  thought  proper  to  keep  a 
regifler  of  all  the  royal  ordinances, 
in  which  he  was  imitated  hy  an  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  parliament  of  Paris, 
John  Montlue,  in  1  313. 
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Kings  found  this  invention  very 
lufeful.  Philip  de  Valois  had  the 
regal  rights  regiftered  in  par! ia- 
ment.  Charles  the  fifth  took  the 
fame  precaution  in  regard  to  the 
famous  ediCt  for  fixing  the  majori¬ 
ty  of  the  king  at  1 4  yyars.  Trea¬ 
ties  ol  peace  were  oftfen  regiftered. 
But  we  hear  of  no  ifemonftrances 
in  thofe  times. 

The  fir  ft  remon  ftrances  were  on 
the  finances,  under  Francis  the 
firft,  refpeding  a  maffy  fiiver  rail¬ 
ing  which  furrou tided  the  tomb  of 
St.  Martin.  The  faint  having  no 
need  of  the  railing,  and  Francis  I. 
having  great  need  of  money,  he 
made  free  with  the  railing,  for 
which  the  canons  of  Tours,  who 
yielded  it  up  to  him,  were  to  be 
reborn  penced  out  of  the  lands  of 
the  crown.  The  parliament  re- 
prefented  to  the  king  the  irregula¬ 
rity  of  this  proceeding. 

See  here  the  origin  of  all  the  re- 
mon ftrances  which  have  ftnce  fo 
much  ern  bar  raffed  pur  kings,  and 
which  in  the  end  produced  the  war 
of  the  Fronde,  in  the  minority  of 
Louis  XIV. 

W e  have  no  Fronde  to  fear  under 
Louis  XVI.  and  ftili  Jefs  have  we 
to  fear  from  the  ridiculous  terrors 
of  Jefuits,  janfenifts,  and  convul- 
fionifts.  It  is  true,  pur  debts  are 
as  immenfe  as  thofe  of  the  Englifh, 
hut  we  enjoy  all  the  hie  dings  of 
peace,  good  government, and  hope. 

'  Your  m  a  jelly  very  juftly  obfterves 
that  the  Englifh  are  not  fo  happy 
as  we  are  ;  they  are  tired  of  their 
felicity.  I  do  not  believe  that  my 
dear  Quakers  will  fight  themfelves, 
but  they  will  pay  others  to  fight 
for  them. 

I  am  no  great  politician,  your 
rnajefty  well  knows  ;  hut  I  much 
■  doubt  whether  the  mmiftry  at 
London  are  a  whit  bettei  than 


ours.  We  are  already  ruined,  the 
Englifh  are  now  ruining  them- 
felves  :  every  one  in  turn.  As  to 
you,  Sire,  you  enjoy  in  peace  the 
folid  fruits  of  your  glory  ;  you 
build  towns  and  villages,  you  en¬ 
courage  all  the  arts,  and  you  have 
no  other  enemy  than  the  gout  :  [ 
hope  that  will  make  peace  with 
your  rnajefty,  as  fo  many  other 
powers  have  done. 

As  to  the  Jefuits,  whom  you  fo 
much  regard,  there  is  fomething 
noble  in  the  protection  given  them 
by  an  excommunicated  perfon,  as 
you  have  the  honour  to  be:  a  pre¬ 
dicament  this,  whence  I  have  tome 
right  to  flatter  myfelf  with  the 
fame  protection. 

I  do  nor  believe,  with  M.  Pa w, 
that  theEmperorKien-Long  treat¬ 
ed  the  Jefuites  in  his  dominions 
with  cruelty.  Father  Amoit  tran¬ 
slated  his  poem  :  we  always  love 
our  tranflator  ;  and  I  will  main¬ 
tain,  that  a  monarch  who  makes 
verfes  cannot  be  cruel. 

I  will  venture- to  a  Ik  one  favour 
of  your  rnajefty  ;  that  is,  to  con- 
delcend  to  tell  me  which  is  oldeft? 
n )  y  Lo  rd .  M  a  r  ill  a  1  or  iny  fe  1  f .  lam 
in  my  83d  year,  and  1  think  he 
is  but  82.  I  wifh  that  you  may 
one  day  Fe  in  your  1 12th. 

Anecdotes  of  the  late  Edward  Wort- 
lev  Montague,  Bfq  ;  asgi^uen  the 
World  in  ore  oj  the  periodical 
Publications . 

TH e ce  1  ebra ted  Ed vva rd  Wort- 
ley  Montague,  Efq  ;  died 
lately  on  his  return  from  Venice  to 
England.  As  this  gentleman  was 
remarkable  for  the  uncommon  in¬ 
cidents  which  attended  his  life, 
the  cloft-  of  that  iife  was  no  lefts 
marked  wit h  fi n g u  1  a r i t y .  He  ha d 
been  early  married  to  a  woman, 

w  ho 
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who  dpi  red  to  no  higher  a  charac¬ 
ter  than  that  of  an  induftrious 
wallier woman.  As  the  marriage 
was  folemnized  i n  a  frolic,  Wort- 
ley  never  deemed  iier  iuilicienrly 
the  wife  of  his  bofom  to  cohabit 
with  her.  She  was  allowed  a 
maintenance.  Shelived contented, 
and  was  too  fubmiflive  to  be  trou- 
blefome  on  account  of  the  con¬ 
jugal  rites.  Mr.  Montague,  on 
the  other  band,  was  a  perfect  pa¬ 
triarch  in  his  manners.  He  had 
wives ofalmoftevery  nation.  When 
he  was  with  Aii  Bey  in  Egypt,  he 
had  his  houfbold  of  Egyptian  fe¬ 
males;  eachflriving wiioihculd  be 
the  happy  ilie,  whocouldgain  the 
greateff  afcendancy  over  this  An- 
glo-Eafb  rn  Bafliaw.  At  Contfan- 
tinople,  the  Grecian  women  had 
cnanm  to  captivate  this  unfettied 
wanderer.  In  Spain,  a  Spaniih 
Brunette  ;  in  Italy,  the  olivc-com- 
plexioned  female,  were  lolicited 
to  partake  the  honours  of  the 
bridal  bed.  It  may  beafkedwhat  be¬ 
came  of  this  group  of  wives?  Mr. 
Montague  was  continually  bulling 
the  place,  and  consequently  vary¬ 
ing  the  feene-  Did  he  travel  with 
his  wives,  ns  the  patriarchs  did 
with  rheir  flocks  and  herds?  No 
fuch  thing.  Wortley,  confkiering 
his  wives  as  bad  travelling  compa¬ 
nions,  generally  left  them  behind 
him.  It  happened,  however,  that 
news  reached  his  ears  of  the  death 
ol  the  original  Mrs.  Montague  the 
washerwoman.  Wortley  had  no 
iflue  by  her,  and  without  iffue 
male,  a  very  large  eftate  would  re¬ 
vert  to  the  fecondfon  of  Lord  Bute- 
Wortley,  owing  the  family  no 
obligations,  was  determined,  if 
poflible,  to  defeat  their  expedi¬ 
tions.  Herefolvcdto  return  to 
England  and  marry.  He  acquaint¬ 


ed  tWiend  with  his  intentions,  and 
he  co  uniflioned  that  friend  toad- 
ve'rtife  for  any  young  d  cent  wo¬ 
man,  who  might  :>e  in  a  pregnant 
flute.  The  adyeitifeinent  was  in- 
ferted  very  lately  in  one  of  the 
morning  papers.  Several  ladies 
anfwered  it.  One  out  of  the  num¬ 
ber  was  feledled,  as  being  themofl 
eligible  object  She  waited  with 
eagernels  for  the  arrival  of  her  ex¬ 
pelled  bridegroom  ;  but,  behold, 
whilft  he  was  on  his  journey,  Death 
very  impertinently  arretted  him  in 
his  career.  Thus  ended  the  days 
of  Edward  Wortley  Montague, 
Efq  ;  a  man  who  had  palled  thro' 
fuch  variegated  feenes,  that  a  bare 
recital  of  them  would  favour  of 
the  marvellous.  Fro m  We tt n •  i r-  • 
fter  fchool,  wlv.  r  he  wa*  place o 
for  education,  be  ra  away  three 
feveral  times.  He  exchanged 
clothes  with  a  chimney-fweeper, 
and  he  followed  forfome  lime  that 
foot y  occupation.  He  next  join¬ 
ed  "hirnfelf  to  a  fiilierman,  and 
cried  flounders  in  Rothcrhithe.  He 
then  failed  as  a  cabin-  boy  to  Spain, 
where  he  had  no  fooner  arrived, 
than  he  ran. away  from  the  vefle), 
and  hired  himfelf  to  a  driver  of 
mules.  After  thus  vagabondizing 
it  for  fome  time,  he  was  difeover- 
ed  by  the  confu!,  who  returned 
him  to  his  friends  in  England. 
They  received  imp  with  a  joy 
equal  to  that  of  the  father  of  the 
prodigal  fon  in  the  GofpeJ.  4 
private  tutor  was  empi.  yed  to  re¬ 
cover  thefe  rudiments  of  learning 
which  a  life  of  diilipaticn,  of 
blackguardifm,  and  of  vulgarity, 
might  have  obliterated.  Wortley 
wasfent  to  the  Weft-Indies,  where 
he  remained  fome  time,  then  re¬ 
turned  to  England,  adted  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  dignity  of  his  birth,  was 
D  3  chofew 
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chofen  a  member,  and  ferved  Jn 
two  fucceffive  parliaments.  His 
expences  exceeding  his  income,  he 
became  involved  in  debt,  quitted 
ji i s  n  a t  i  v  e  cou  n  t  r y ,  a  n d  c on un e n ce d 
that  wandering  traveller  he  conti¬ 
nued  to  the  time  of  his  death. 
Having  vifited  mod  of  the  eaftern 
countries,  hecontracled  a  partiality 
for  their  manners.  He  drank  lit¬ 
tle  wine;  a  great  deal  of  coffee  ; 
worealong beard ;  fmoaked much; 
and  even  whi'ft  at  Venice,  he  was 
habited  in  the  eaffern  ftile.  fie 
fat  crofs-legged  in  the  Turkiih 
fafhion.  through  choice.  With  the 
Hebrew,  the  Arabic,  the  Chal- 
daic,  and  the  Perfian  languages, 
he  was  as  well  acquainted  as  with 
his  native  tongue.  He  publiffied 
feveral  pieces.  One  on  the  “  Rife 
and  Fall  of  the  Roman  Emoire.” 

i 

Another  an  exploration  of  “  The 
Caufes  of  Earthquakes,”  He  had 
great  natural  abilities,  a  vaft  (Rare 
of  acquired  knowledge.  He  had 
fca  rce  iy  a  fingle  v  i ct— for  he  is  dead. 
That  he  had  virtues  to  counterba¬ 
lance  his  failings.  Omnifcience 
will  difcover,  when  weighing  them 
m  the  fcale  o i  merit.  Infinite 
mercy  will  take  care  that  the  beam 
ihall  preponderate  in  favourofhis 
future  happinefs. 


.anecdotes  of  the  late  Rev.  George 
Stubbs  and  John  Straight,  Au¬ 
thors  of  feveral  ingenious  Pieces  in 
Profe  and  V erje  ;  by  Mr.  John 
Straight. 

SIR, 

F  you  think  the  following  anec¬ 
dotes  worth  preferving,  they 
are  much  at  your  fervice. 

GEORGE  Stubbs,  Redtor  cf 
Gunvillie,  in  Horfetihffe,  a  wor¬ 


thy,  hcneft,  intelligent  writer, 
though  little  known  as  luch,  wrote 
many  of  the  beft  papers  in  the 
Free  'Thinker ,  1718,  (in  conjunc¬ 
tion  with  Ambrofe  Philips  and 
o  t  hers ) ,  a  Neve  Adventure  of  T ele- 
machus ,  printed  in  the  London  Jour¬ 
nal  of  1723  orq,  fince  printed 
feparately  by  Wilkins,  in  8vo.  a 
beautiful  piece,  founded  upon  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty  and  true  govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  reverfe  of  the  Areh- 
bilfiop  of  Cambray’s  on  that  fub- 
jedt,  which,  however  palliated, 
are  upon  a  wrong  foundation 
Three  or  four  letters  in  the  London 
Journal ,  by  Biilrop  Hoadiy,  at 
that  time,  figned  Britannicus ,  ar¬ 
guing  againft  popery,  (which 
obliged  even  that  great  and  good 
rnan  to  make  an  entire  fubmnlion, 
without  exception  to  the  Pope,  a- 
gainft  the  tenor  of  all  his  works) 
evidently  laid  ^the  foundation  on 
which  George  Stubbs  built  this 
Neva  Adventure .  He  alfo  wrote 
A  Dialogue  on  Beauty ,  in  the  man¬ 
ner  of  Socrates,  between  Socrates 
and  Alpafia.  This  he  made  the 
elegant  foundation  of  a  copy  of 
verfes  on  the  late  Dr.  JohnHoad- 
ly’s  marriage,  1735-6,  inclofing 
to  him,  with  a  letter,  Afpafia  ta 
Florimel ,  referring  all  along  tothat 
dialogue.  There  are  fome  other 
copies  of  verfes  by  him,  ftill  in 
manufcripr,  though  well  worth 
preferving,  viz.  The  Athenian  Sta¬ 
tue.  an  allegorical  poem,  doing 
juffice  both  to  Biihop  Rundle 
(wkofe  virtues  he  knew  how  to 
commend,  as  well  as  to  laugh  at 
his  foibles),  and  to  the  ecclefiatfi- 
ca!  prudety  and  (lander  of  BiiTiop 
Giblon  and  Venn  ;  Fickle  Friend - 
jhip ,  on  Dr.  Rundle  ;  and  Verfes 
on  Mijs  JFenmans  Singing,  the  au¬ 
thor  having  dreamed  of  her. 

Though 
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Though  the  critics,  perhaps,  may 
think  all  thefe  too  florid,  yet  they 
are  very  beautiful,  and  would  bet¬ 
ter  pleafe  the  many .  He  printed 
alfo  two  fmall  volumes  (it  not 
more)  of  Mad.  Sevignc  s  Letters , 
the  firft  ever  known  in  Englifh, 
and  thought  to  preferve  the  good 
humour  of  the  originals  better  than 
any  of  his  fuccelTors.  He  was  in. 
timately  connedted  with  Mr.  De¬ 
puty  Wilkins  *,  the  Whig  printer 
in  little-Britain,  by  marrying  his 
After  for  his  firft  wife,  who,  by 
the  way,  v/as  taken  in  by  the 
French  prophets.  G.  Stubbs  mar¬ 
ried  a  fecond  wife  at  Sabfbury, 
daughter  of  Mr.  Alderman  King, 
who  after  his  death  married  Mr. 
Hinxman,  Redtor  of  Houghton, 
near  Stockbridge-  Mr-  Stubbs 
was  a  filent,  referved  man,  as 
feeming  confcious  ot  a  want  of 
addrefs,  though  at  the  fame  time 
of  fuperior  abilities  and  genius. 

If  th  efe  hints  flhould  be  the 
means  of  collecting  his  works,  or 
of  refeuing  any  more  of  them  from 
oblivion,  my  end  in  communicat¬ 
ing  them  will  be  anfwered.  One 
of  the  pieces  above-mentioned 
iliall  be  added. 

Fickle  Friendjhip.  On  Dr.Rundle. 

But  it  fhould  firft  be  obferved, 
that  Dr.  Rundle  was  a  kind  of 
male-coquette,  and  had  as  many 
'  friend fhips,  and  was  as  fantaftical 
in  them,  as  any  of  the  other  ftx- 
lovers.  When  his  good  friend, 
the  Hon.  Mr.  John  Talbot,  mar¬ 
ried,  he  was  fo  remarkably  jealous 
of  his  wife,  and  all  her  charms 


and  virtues  as  to  give  occafion  to 
our  author,  who  knew  him  well, 
to  make  this  the  uncommon  fub- 
jedt  of  the  following  elegant 
poem. 

“  ALEXIS,  with  Platonic  pride, 

The  feeble  da  i  ts  of  Love  defy’d. 

The  pow’r  of  Friendfhip  ftill  he  lung, 
And  oft  the  harp  with  Shaftelb’ry 
flrung  ; 

No  nymph  could  taint  his  purer  mind, 
Or  raife  a  paffion  lefs  refin’d. 

From  friend  to  friend  he  lov’d  to  ftray, 
As  butterflies  their  wings  difplay, 

And,  fluttering  from  flow’r  to  flow’r, 
With  wanton  theft  their  fweets  de¬ 
vour. 

No  fam’d  coquette,  or  fav’rite  toaft, 

A  fairer  herd  of  fwains  could  boaft. 
Thyrfts  to  Corydon  refign’d 
The  fickle  empire  of  his  mind  ; 
Daphnisfrom  willing  Corydon 
With  eafe  the  unfought  honour  won. 

Aeon  was  now  his  only  joy, 

Aeon  did  all  his  thoughts  employ  ; 

The  wav’ring  Reel  was  here  at  reft, 
And  all  its  wanton  motions  ceas’d. 
Though  piqu’d,  the  boy  with  de¬ 
cent  pride 

To  fuch  a  breaft  his  flames  deny’d; 

His  golden  fhafts  refus’d  to  ltain, 

Or  curie  the  nymphs  with  fuch  a  Twain. 
To  Aeon’s  breaft  he  fped  the  dart, 

To  Aeon  did  the  wound  impart  ; 

The  wound  fo  deep,  the  dart  io  fure. 
Not  Hymen’s  felf  could  boaft  a  cure. 

Who  now  does  like  Alexis  mourn. 
Or  with  more  jealous  fury  burn? 

He  views  the  rival  nymph  with  pain, 
And  does  of  Aeon’s  joys  complain. 

Her  pleaflng  fmiles,  her  glowing 
charms, 

Poflels  his  foul  with  new  alarms  ; 

He  owns  the  triumph  of7  her  eyes. 

And  in  the  wounded  Aeon  dies.” 


*  A  worthy,  fenfible,  honeft  man,  a  warm  friend  to  the  Hanover 
fion,  and  pofTcfled  of  a  liberality  of  lentiment  fuperior  to  his  ftation, 
of  the  Stephens’s  being  paft,  though  we  have  had  a  Richardion  and  a 
and  have  ftill  a  Bowyer. 
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With  th«  fame  view  accept  the 
following  anecdotes  of 

The  Rev.  John  Straight, 

Redtor  of  Findon,  in  Suffex,  to 
which  he  was  preferred  by  Mag¬ 
dalen  college,  Oxford,  being  Fel¬ 
low  of  that  Society-  He  was  au¬ 
thor  of  the  following  poems  in 
Dodfiey’sColledlion, vol  v, p- 244, 
&c.  “To  Mr-  J[ohnJ  H[oadlyj, 
at  the  Temple,  occafioned  by  a 
Tranflation  of  an  Epiftle  of  Ho¬ 
race,  1730-  An  Ever  to  fome 
Verfesfrom  Mr.  J.H.  1 73 1  * 
pid  and  Chloe.  The  poet  to  his 
falfe  Miftrefs,  &.c.”  Thefe  pieces 
are  excellent,  and  much  in  the 
manner  of  Prior.  Mr.  Straight 
was  even  in  a  ftate  of  persecution, 
as  it  were,  for  his  extraordinary 
pans  and  eccentric  good  fenfe  ;  by 
which  he  intirelv  got  rid  of  his 
good  enthufiaftic  father’s  preju¬ 
dices  (in  which  he  was  educated) 
in  favour  of  the  French  prophets  . 
(above-mentioned),  by  whom  he 
was  eaten  up  and  betrayed. 

Mr.  Straight  married  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Mr.  Davenport,  Vicar  of 
Broad  Hinton,  Milts,  whom  he 
left  a  widow  with  fix  children. 
After  his  death,  2  vols.  8vo.  of 
“  Seledl  Difcourfes'7  were  pubiifh- 
ed  for  their  benefit,  which,  though 
never  defigned  by  him,  for  the 
prefs,  were  extremely  worthy  of 
it.  His  circmilances  and  health 
were  particularly  hurt  by  his  turn¬ 
ing  farmer,  merely  for  the  fake  of 
his  numerous  family,  and  dying 
loon  after,  before  he  had  time  to 
retrieve  the  extraordinary  fir  ft  ex¬ 
pen  ces. 

The  following  letter,  occafion¬ 
ed  by  Bp.  Hoadly’s  giving  him  the 


prebend  of  Warminfter  in  Salis¬ 
bury’s  cathedral,  is  taken  from 

Letters  by  feveral  eminent  Per- 
fons  deceafied,”  vol.  3.  2d  edi¬ 
tion. 

Reverend  Mr.  Straight  to  Bifhop 
Ho’adly. 

My  Lord,  W32. 

I  JUST  now  received  your  lord- 
fiiip’s  mo  ft  furprifing,  generous, 
opportune,  beatific  letter.  I  was 
dead  till  I  received  it,  but  it  has 
given  me  new  Jife  :  1  feel  myfelf 
gay,  elated-  -  -  I  have  been  tithe 
gathering  thefe  three  weeks,  and 
never  thought  to  enquire  after  any¬ 
thing  for  the  future  but  the  price 
of  corn  :  but  now  I  ilia!  1  fee  Lon¬ 
don  again,! fhall  feeSarum  again, 
I  iliall  fee  the  bifihop  again  ; 

Shall  eat  his  oyfters,  drink  his  ale, 
Loos’ning  the  tongue  as  well  as  tail ; 

I  ilia!  1  bepoetical,  oratorical,  am¬ 
bitious;  I  Pnall  write  again  to  the 
youngdivine*;  nay,  I  don’t  know 
but  to  the  public.  But  I  muft 
fupprefs  the  extravagance  of  my 
joy,  and tbinkofthepropertermsto 
exprefs  my  gratitude.  I  can  only 
wifh  your  lordfhip  and  myfelf  a 
long  life  to  ihew  it. 

I  am,  &c. 

Gent.  Mag .  J.  Straight. 


Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  John  Ploadiy. 

HE  late  Rev.  Dr.  J.  Hoadly, 
youngeft  and  onlyfurviving 
fon  of  Benjamin  Biihop  of  Win- 
chefter,  was  born  in  Broad-ftreet, 
London,  (his  father  being  then 


Mr.  John  Hoadly, 


Renter 
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Rectorof  St.  Peter’sPoor),  061.  8, 
1711.  He  was  educated  at  Mr. 
Newcome’s  fchool  at  Hackney, 
where  he  played  with  great  ap- 
plaufe,  the  part  of  Phocyas,  in 
the  Siege  ot  Damafcus*  ;  and  was 
admitted  in  Tune,  1730,  at  Cor- 
pus-Chrifti  (or  Benet)  College, 
Cambridge,  where  he  took  the 
degree  ot  LL.  B.  in  1735.  Nov.  29 
following  he  was  appointed  Chan¬ 
cellor  ot  the  diocefe  of  W  inchefter, 
and  ordained  by  his  father  dea¬ 
con  Dec.  7,  and  pried;  the  21  If. 
He  was  honoured  (and  particularly 
by  the  genteel  manner  of  it)  by 
the  late  Prince  ofWales,  being  im¬ 
mediately  (Dec.  26),  by  his  foie  f 
defire  appointed  his.  Chaplain  ; 
and  by  the  Princefs  Dowager  of 
Wales,  in  like  manner,  May  6, 

I7$J- 

Eeb.  10,  1735-6,  he  married 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  James 
Afhe,  Efq  ;  ofSalifbury,  by  whom 
he  had  no  itfue. 

He  was  fir  ft  collated  (by  his  fa¬ 
ther)  to  the  redlory  of  Michael- 
merfih,  March  8,  1737;  to  that 
of  Wroughton  (finecure),  in  Wilt- 
fhire,  Sept.  8,  1737  :  and  to  that 
of  Arlesford,  and  a  prebend  of 
Winchefter,  (both  vacated  by  the 
fuddert  death  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Soley),  on  November  29  of  the 
fame  year. 


He  was  inftituted  to  the  recfory 
of  St-  Mary’s,  near  Southampton, 
June  9,  1  743, on  t  heprefentationof 
Martin  Folkes,  Efa  ;  &c.  executors 
of  the  will  of  Archbiihop  Wake, 
his  nephew,  the  prefent  Dr.  Wake 
nor  being  then  capable  of  orders. 

Dec.  16,  1746,  he  was  collated 
to  the  redlorv  of  Overton  (fine- 
cure),  void  by  the  death  of  Biihop 
Clagett. 

Jan.  4,  1747,  he  was  honoured 
with  the  degree  of  LL.  D.  (the 
firft  degree  conferred)  by  the  ex¬ 
cellent  Archbilhop  Herring. 

In  May,  1760,  (on  the  death 
of  Dean  Lynch),  he  was  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  niaftcrfliip  of  fit.  Crofs, 
(finecure) ;  which  preferments  (ail 
in  the  county  of  Hants)  He  enjoy¬ 
ed  till  his  death  ;  except  the  fine- 
cure  of  Wroughton  ;  the  prebend 
of  Winchefter,  which  on  that  oc- 
cafion  the  Biftiop  permitted  him  to 
refign  in  favour  of  his  wife’s  bro¬ 
ther,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Robert ,Alhe$ 
and  the  redlory  of  Michelmerih,  in 
which  the  fame  gentleman  fucceed- 
ed  him  in  1743.  on  his  removal  to 
St.  Mary’s.  Elis  houfe  there,  as 
fpacious  and  elegant  a  parfonage 
as  any  in  the  kingdom,  (his  pre- 
deceftor,  Archdeacon  Brideoke,  in 
whofe  time  it  was  burnt  down, 
having  expended  4000b  on  it,  be- 
fides  500b  on  the  church),  was 


*  The  prefent  Dr.  Charles  Plumntre  (Archdeacon  of  Ely)  was  as  good  an 
Eudocia  •,  with  whom  (laid  Dr.  Hoadly  to  a  friend)  “  I  have  been  in  love 
ever  fince  ;  but  chiefly  with  the  virtues  of  her  mind,  which  are  as  confpicuous 
and  luper-excellent  as  thofe  in  the  play.”  On  the  revival *o>f  this  tragedy  in 
its  original  form  by  Mr.  Newcome’s  fcholats,  many  years  after,  Dr.  Hoadly 
wrote  the  prologue. 

4  The  Prince,  knowing  the  B'fhop’s  tafte  and  knowledge  of  mufic,  and 
the  impoflibility  of  his  gratifying  it  at  the  theatre  without  impropriety,  in¬ 
vited  him  to  a  rehearfa]  of  an  opera  at  Carleton-Houle  ;  very  politely  affur- 
ing  him,  that  “  he  fhould  .be  quite  at  his  eafe,  and  alone  in  the  next  room, 
unlefs  he  would  bring  his  fon  with  him,  who,  he  heard,  was  juft  going  into 
orders,  and  whom  he  then  begged  leave  to  befpeak  as  hit  chaplain-” 

D  4  embellifhedt 
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embelli/lied  with  the  remains  of 
his  mother’s  pictures,  and  the  belt 
of  her  own  paintings,  fhc  being  a 
proficient  in  the  art,  and  a  fcholar 
of  Mrs  Beale  and  her  fon  Charles. 
A  half-length,  by  her,  of  her 
hufioand,  when  Bifhop  of  Bangor, 
was'added  by  her  fon  in  1  773,  to 
the  collediion  of  the  Arch  bifhop 
of  Canterbury  at  Lambeth. 

ThelateDr.  Hoadly,  with  every 
benevolent  afiedtion  and  focial 
virtue,  had  an  eminent  iafle  and 
genius  for  the  poihe  arts,  parti¬ 
cularly  poetry,  as  appeals  by  his 
Force  of  Truth,  an  oratorio  (taken 
from  EPJras),  and  home  other  mu- 
fical  performances,  written  for  his 
friend  Dr.  Green’s  academy  at  the 
Appollo,  and  Let  by  him  ^  theverfes 
ttndCr  the  prints  of  Hogarth’s 
Rake's  Progrejs ;  a  tranflation  ofMr. 
Holdfwortlfs  Mufcipula,  1737; 
and  feveral  other  pieces  printed  in 
Dodfley’s  Poems,  vol.  v.  p.  258, 
See.  the  famous  ballad,  Fair  Sally 
lov'd  a  bonny  Seaman ,  &c.  and 
many  'ether  jeux  d'ejprit.  To 
which  we  beg  leave  to  add  the  fol¬ 
lowing  anecdotes  : 

In  1731,  late  in  the!  feafon,  Mr. 
Rich,  contrary  to  the  opinion  of 
all  his  friends  infilled  on  imme¬ 
diately  bringing  out  a  play  which 
was  then  offered  him,  of  a  very 
peculiar  fort,  it  being  a  rehearfai 
of  two  modern  plays,  a  comedy 
and  a  tragedy,  which  was  played 
five  nights  in  May  to  almoft  the 
fame  audience,  and  began  to  make 
a  ftrange  noife  in  the  town  by  the 
applaufies  of  feme,  and  the  fears 
and  jealoufies  of  others,  viz.  the 
wits,  critical  and  poetical.  This 
was  written  by  our  author  (then 
but  20)  and  hiseldeft  brother,  the 


pbyfician,  and  was  called  The  Con - 
trajl ,  from  the  contrafted  charac¬ 
ters  of  the  two  poets,  Mr.  Simile 
and  Mr.  Fuftian.  This,  for  pru¬ 
dential  reafons,  was  facrificed  to 
the  good  Bifhops  defire;  and  Mr. 
Rich  was  fo  honourable  as  to  re¬ 
call  every  ferap  of  paper,  copy, 
and  parts,  &c.  that  it  was  never 
heard  of  afterwards.  The  authors 
had  made  a  few  lines  as  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  an  epilogue  in  the  mo¬ 
dern  loofe  iafle,  but  foon  found 
that  was  a  wrong  way  to  burlef- 
que  thofe  high  feafoned  difhes, 
and  refolved  to  make  the  adtrefs 
herfelf  refufe  to  fpeak  it  “as  too 
indecent which  had  a  vaft  effedt. 
Merope,  by  the  late  xMr.  Jeffreys, 
a  died  juft  before  this,  being  in  great 
diftrefs  for  an  epilogue  they  fup- 
plied  it  with  thefe  very  lines, 
which  they  had  originally  defign- 
cd  for  a  burlefque  on  all  fuch 
foolifh  epilogues,  adding  a  few  a- 
bout  critics,  to  make  out  a  decent 
number  *.  Fielding  afterwards 
took  up  the  principal  life  of  this 
piece,  the  two  poets  reciprocally 
hating  arid  envying  one  another, 
and  tranf  plan  ted  it  into  bis  Paf- 
quin  ;  which  he  made  fo  abufive 
as  to  get  money  for  thejilenciog  ir, 
arid  to  be  the  occafion  of  the  adt 

for  fiiencing  plays, - too  near 

an  encroachment  on  the  liberty  of 
the  prefs.  Aliquid  Gyaris  dtgnunt 
fielding  was  well  qualified  to 
write. 

In  1737,  after  the  ingenious 
but  dull  moralilv  of  Dodfley’s 
Toyjhogy  Mr.  Hoactfy  made  choice 
of  Mr.  Hughes’s  Vifion  of  Charon 
01  the  Ferry-boat ,  as  a  iubjedlwhich 
would  admit  oi  as  much  inftruc- 
don,  with  more  life  and  fpirit ; 


**  The  printed  epilogue  is  faid  to  be  “  by  an  unknown  hand.” 
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alloxving  of  a  great  number  of 
Characters  humorous  and  moral, 
and  at  the  fame  time  iliort  and 
lively,  Charon,  a  character  of  hu¬ 
mour,  and  Mercury,  of  moral 
eloquence,  remaining  on  the  ftage 
the  whole  time,  and  the  reftof  the 
characters  patting  into  the  boat, 
where  Charon  at  the  boat-head  re¬ 
ceives  them.  It  was  a  petite  piece 
of  one  long  fcene,  with  a  high 
compliment  both  on  Lord  Chan¬ 
cellor  Talbot,  juft  then  dead,  and 
Lord Hardwicke,  hisfucceft'or.  All 
the  characters  in  Mr.  Hughes’s  Vi~ 
/ton ,  that  would  admit  of  any  ara- 
maticallife,  werepreferved.  Great 
part  of  this  plan  was  afterwards 
adopted  by  Mr-  Garrick  in  hi* 
Lethe.  The  hint  of  imitating  fe- 
veral  modern  authors,  in  the  Pipe 
of  Tobacco^  was  fuggefted  to  the 
late  Mr.  Hawkins  Browne  by  Dr. 
Hoadly;  and  the  imitation  of 
Ambrole  Philips  was  written  by 
him. 

On  the  publication  of  the  Sup¬ 
plement  to  the  Biographia  Britan- 
nica,  Dr.  Hoadly  was  obliged,  in 
his  fathers  juft  defence,  to  prepare 
an  article  relating  to  him  and  to 
have  it  inferred  there,  in  the  place 
of  one  aClually  printed  before  it 
was  fuffered  to  come  to  his  hands 
orknowledge,  very  unworthy,  and 
much  to  the  difgrace  of  the  Bi- 
iliop’s  character.  'The  character  of 
the  compiler  may  be  drawn  from 
the  following  letter  to  our  author. 


from  the  late  Lord  Chancellor 
Yorke,  deiiring  a  lift  of  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  works. 

“  Nov.  to,  1769. 

“  Dear  Sir,  I  had  the  horiouti 
and  plealure  of  a  letter  from  jots 
yefterday.  Though  I  never  fee 
you,  and  during  the  whole  courfe 
of  my  life  have  been  little  and 
fcarce  at  all  known  to  you,  yet  I 
confefs,  that,  from  various  happy 
circumftances  of  private  acquaint¬ 
ance  and  public  principles,  i  have 
aiwuysrefpeCted  and  loved  you  as  a. 
friend,  and  felt  that  relation,  by 
your  attention  and  goodnefs,  to  be 
reciprocal. 

“  As  to  your  father,  the  late  ex¬ 
cellent  Bifhop,  I  can  lament  with 
that  ancient  writer,  who  faid,  Tirr- 
gilium  nunquam  <vidi  * :  but  his  me¬ 
morable  and  great  name  is  paft, 
beyond  the  fliort  date  of  human 
life,  into  the  annals  and  venera¬ 
tion  of  pofterity.  I  look  up  to 
him  as  a  good  and  wife  being  far 
above  us.  This  made  me  ambi¬ 
tious  to  trace  his  footfteps;  and 
though  not  unverfed  in  the  hiftory 
of  his  life  and  writings,  yet  an¬ 
xious  to  fecure  fome  catalogue  of 
histraCls,  that  I  might  catch  when 
I  law,  and  read  when  Iliad  caught 
them,  I  ftiall  be  much  obliged  to 
you  for  the  lift. 

“  Your  defcriptionofN - Isf 

entertained  me.  Hell  no  hbrorum,  f 
fuppofe,  from  the  ftrength,  depth, 


*  Ovid,  tlie  writer  here  meant,  fays,  Virgilium  tantum  vidi.  Pope  fays 
♦he  fame  thing  ofDryden,  and  Dryden  of  Miiton. 

|  LL.  D.  of  Trinity-hall.  Cambridge,  from  whence  he  was  expelled  for 
Healing  books  from  the  Univerfity  library,  & c.  He  wrote  the  lives  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  Biograph.  Britann.  figned  P.  In  one  of  them  (that  of  Dr, 
Jofeph  *mith)  was  a  letter  'from  Sir  Thomas  Hanme~  reflecting  on  Bifhop 
Warburton,  in  regard  to  S'nakefpeare,  which  the  Bifhop  prevailed  on  the 
proprietors  to  cancel.  But  ft  me  time  a  V  r  the  caitra  ed  fleet  was  published 

feparately,  by  N - U  on  his  lordfhip  refulftg  to  giy.  this  literary  Cerberus 

a  proper  lop. 


and 
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and  leger-de-main  of  his  caflock. 
One  of  that  name  (if  I  miftake 
not)  a  few  years  ago  was  a  famous 
book-ft^aler  in  libraries,  convicted 
at  the  Old- Bailey,  and  perhaps 
now  returned  from  transportation. 
Nothing  is  fo  natural  as  that  a  fe¬ 
lon  book-ilealer  Should  turn  hire¬ 
ling  panegyriil,  or  felon  libeller, 
in  his  regenerate  date.  It  is  a  me- 
tempfychofu  devoutly  to  be  expect¬ 
ed.  And  let  me  add,  that  it  com¬ 
pletes  the  ridicule  and  infamy  of 
modern  difttonary-writing,  that 
he  Should  be  the  editor,  and  (as 
you  fay)  even  the  P roc ru ties  of 
your  father’s  life- — In  Short,  quo- 
cunque  mo  do ,  do  juftice  to  your  ex¬ 
cellent  father;  “  give  the Helluo  a 
dinner,  and  fit  dill,”  as,  I  know, 
you  love  to  do. 

“  Lord  Hardwicke  is  not  in 
town,  but  very  well,  and  always 
yours.  Dr.  Birch  is  as  much  alive 
as  ever.  I  am,  dear  Sir,  your 
faithful,  &c- 

C.  Y  ORKE 

And  in  another  letter,  dated 
Dec.  26,  1769,  (not  a  month  be¬ 
fore  his  much  lamented  death  !) 
Mr.  Y.  fays,  “  As  to  your  friend 
N — — -Is,  I  am  right  (it  feems)  in 
my  man,  not  quite  out  as  to  his 
tranfportation.  The  truth  is,  that 
having  formerly  been  liable  to  be 
tranfported  by  fentence  of  law,  he 
tranfported  him  if  if  into  foreign 
parts  for  fear  of  the  law. — I  hope 
you.  will  carry  your  point  for  a  de¬ 
cent  article.” 


This  point  was  effectually  car¬ 
ried  (as  mentioned  above) ;  and 
Dr.  H.  afterwards  prefixed  this  ar¬ 
ticle  to  a  compleat  edition  of  his 
father’s  works,  in  3  vols-  folio, 
which  he  publidied  in  1773,  with 
a  dedication  to  his  Majefly.  It  re¬ 
mains  only  to  add,  that  he  died  at 
St.  Mary’s,  March  16,  1776,  in. 
the  65  th  year  of  his  age,  and  that 
“  here  the  family  and  name  of 
Hoadly  (as  he  himfelf  has  obferv- 
ed  *)  feems  to  have  an  end,”  no 
male  now  remaining  of  that  nu¬ 
merous  dock,  though  the  Bi drop’s 
grandfather  (chaplain  of  Edin¬ 
burgh  cadie)  had  twelve  children, 
his  father  (mailer  of  Norwich- 
fchool)  ten,  and  his  uncle  John 
(rector  of  Halftead,  Kent)  five. 

As  a  fmall  indance  of  our  au¬ 
thor's  talents  for  humour  we  fhall 
clofe  this  account  with  a  parody 
on  Addifon’s  concluding  fiinile,  in 
the  4th  a£t  of  Cato. 

» 

4<  So  from  on  high,  where  Grobdreet^ 
garrets  Hand, 

Sudden  th’  impetuous  hawking  race 
defeend ; 

Bawl  down  the  ftreets,  the  lift’ning 
alleys  fcare, 

Till,  propp’d  upon  their  mops,  the 
ccok-maids  ftare, 

Th’  affrighted  Abigail,  with  wild"** 
furprize,  / 

Hears  murders  and  1  a  ft  fpeeches  fill  f 
the  {kies  ,  T* 

And,  by  the  frontifpiece  deluded,  \ 

- buys'}-,” 

To  the  foregoing  memoirs  may¬ 
be  added  a  parody  on  another 

Simile, 


*  Article1  Hoadly,  p.  lxili, 
p  The  original  is  as  follows  : 

<c  So  where  our  wide  Numidian  waftes  extend, 
Sudden  tb’impetuous  hurricanes  defeend; 

Wheel  through  the  air,  in  circling  eddies  play. 
Tear  up  the  fands,  and  fweep  whole  plains  away. 
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Simile,  in  the  manner  of  the  laft,  write  as  pretty  things ,  but  to  bring 
there  being  fufficient  reafon  to  them  in  properiy  and  judicioufly-- 
confider  it  as  the  production  of  hie  labor ,  hoe  opus.  Facilis  dejeen- 
t lie  fame  ingenious  writer,  in  his  Jus — your  down-hill  work  is  eafy, 
juvenile  years,  but  your  hills  are  choak-jades, 

m  * 

And  bis  with  whip  and  fpur  the  race 

Phaedra  and  Hippditus .  Aa  II.  iswou' 


Conclufi  on. 

So,  when  bright  Venus  yielded  up  her 
charms. 

The  blelt  Adonis  languish'd  in  her 
arms; 

His  idle  horn  on  fragrant  myrtles  hung. 

His  a  rrov/s  fcatter’d,  and  his  bow  un- 
ltrung. 

Obfcure  in  coverts  lie  his  di  earning 
hounds, 

And  bay  the  fancy’d  boar  with  feeble 
founds ; 

For  nobler  lports  he  quits  the  favage 
fields, 

And  all  the  hero  to  the  lover  yields. 

Parody. 

So,  when  bright  Abigajl  refign’d  her 
charms, 

The  happy  curate  tanguilh’d  in  her 
arms  ; 

His  unbruih’d  beaver  on  the  floor  was 
tort, 

His  notes  were  fcatter’d,  and  his  bi- 
ble  lort. 

In  ale-houfe  hid  his  dreaming  clerk 
wa*  found, 

And  rear’d  the  tancy’d  ftave  with  feeble 
found  ; 

For  nobler  (beets  his  concordance  he 
leaves, 

And  all  the  parfon  to  the  lover  gives. 

And  fo  on — “  the  butter-wo¬ 
man’s  rank  to  market,”  as  Shake- 
fpear  fays-  Nothing  fo  eafy  to 


Let  it  be  added,  that  Lillo’s 
Arden  of  Fever jh am  was  reviled 
and  much  improved  by  Dr.  John 
Hoadly  ;  and  that  F he  Sufpici'ous 
Hujband  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
much  indebted  to  the  fame  hand. 
When  the  Bifhop  mentioned  this 
performance,  he  always  called  it 
his  Jons  thing ,  or  the  thing  which 
his  fon  wrote. 

A.  B. 


Recent  Account  of  the  Perjon  filed , 
in  England,  The  Pretender  j 
and ,  in  Rome,  II  Re,  or  The 
King.  From  Letters  from  Italy, 
by  a  Lady  (Mrs.  Miller),  lately 
puhlijhed. 

7th  of  Jan.  at  night. 
Told  you  in  this  letter  that 
we  palPed  partof(yefterday) 
evening  at  the  Duchefs  of  Brac- 
ciano’s  :  as  we  were  there  early, 
before  muchcompany  was  arrived, 
ilie  was  fo  obliging  as  to  enter  into 
a  particular  conveifation  with  me. 
We  were  feated  on  a  fofa,  when 
one  of  the  gentlemen  in  waiting 
entered,  and  announced  “  II  Re.” 
As  there  were  many  rooms  to  pafs 


Th’  affrighted  traveller  with  wild  furprife,  7 

Sees  the  dry  defart  all  around  him  rife,  > 

And,  bury’d  in  the  durty  whirlwind,  dies.”  3 

**  Smit  with  the  love  of  rhyme,”  the  great  Addifon,  we  fee,  could  not 
refill  the  temptation  of  tagging  his  acts;  an  abfuFtmy  cow  exploded.  Philip? 
kas  been  betrayed  iato  the  fame. 


before: 


( 
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before  this  perfonage  could  appear, 
flie  feized  that  opportunity  to  de¬ 
file  me  upon  no  account  to  fpeak 
to,  or  take  the  lead  notice  ot  him 
as  it  was  not  only  what  ihe  infilled 
upon  in  herhoufe,  but  that  it  was 
the  Pope’s  defire  that  no  flranger, 
particularly  Eoglifh,  iliouid  hold 
any  converfation  with  him.  I  al- 
fured  her  my  principles  were  dia¬ 
metrically  oppofi:e  to  thofe  of  the 
Stuart  family  and  their  party;  ad¬ 
ding  more  of  the  like  fort  :  But  I 
concluded  with  faying,  that,  if  he 
ipoke  to  me,  I  could  not,  as  a 
gentlewoman,  refrain  fromanfwer- 
ing  him,  confidering  him  only  in 
the  light  of  a  gentleman,  and 
fhould  treat  him  as  I  would  do  any 
other  foreigner  or  native,  with 
that  general  civility  requifife  on 
fuch  occafions  ;  /lie  flill  infilled 
upon  my  not  anfwering,  fbould  he 
fpeak  to  me,  with  which  l  refufed 
to  comply  :  I  think  I  was  right  : 
my  reafons  were  thefe  :  I  knew 
before,  that  no  gentleman  of  the 
Brhiili  empire  make  themfelves 
known  to  him,  but  on  the  con¬ 
trary  avoid  it,  except  fuch  as  de¬ 
clare  themfelves  difafFedted  to  the 
prefent  royal  family  ;  at  leaf!  fo 
it  is  underflood  at  Rome.  I  had 
a  Mb  heard,  that  he  politely  avoided 
embarrafiing  them  ■  by  throwing 
himfelf  in  their  way  :  But  as  I  am 
rot  a  man,  it  [truck  me  as  very  ri¬ 
diculous  for  rue,  a  woman,  not  to 
reply  to  the  Pretender,  if  he  fpoke 
to  me,  as  fuch  a  cautionwouldbear 
the  appearance-  of  palling  myfelf 
for  being  of  political  consequence; 
added  to  thefe  confiderations,!  had 
great  curiofity  to  fee  him,  and 
hear  him  fpeak. — But  to  return  : 
be  entered,  and  bowing  very  po¬ 
litely  to  the  company,  advanced 
to  the  individual  fopha  on  which 


I  was  placed  with  the  Duchefs  of 
Bracciano,  and  feat  eel  himfelf  by 
me,  having  previoufly  made  me  a 
particular  bow,  which  I  returned 
with  a  lowcurtfey  ;  he  endeavoured 
to  enter  into  converfation  with 
me,  which  he  affeded  by  addref- 
finghimfelf  equally  to  the  Duchefs, 
another  lady,  and  myfelf;  at  laft 
he  addrefTed  me  in  particular,  and 
afked  me  how  many  days  fince  my 
arrival  at  Rome,  how  long  I  fhouid 
flay,  and  feveral  fuch  queflions. 
This  con  verfat ion  paifed  in  French 
what  diflreffed  me  was  how  to 
ftyle  him — I  had  but  a  moment  for 
reflection  ;  it  (truck  me  that  Mon 
Prince  (though  the  common  ap¬ 
pellation  (as  in  France)  to  every 
flranger  whofe  rank  as  a  prince  is 
the  niofl  dubious)  would  not  come 
well  from  me,  as  it  might  admit 
of  a  double  fenfe  in  an  uncandid 
mind — High nefs  was  equally  im¬ 
proper  ;  fo  I  hit  upon  what  I 
thought  a  middl icourfe,  andcalled 
him  Mon  Seigneur.  I  wiibed  to 
iliorten  the  converfation,  for  all  on 
a  fudden  he  faid,  “  SpeakEnglifh, 
Madam,5’  Before  I  could  reply, 
the  Duchefs  of  Monte  Libretti 
came  up  and  pulled  me  by  the 
Reeve  :  I  went  with  Irer  to  a  card- 
table  at  which  fhe  was  going  to 
play  I  declined  playing,  not  be¬ 
ing  perfect  in  the  games;  befides 
you  know  1  hate  cards.  At  my 
departure,  1  took  leave  of  the 
Duchefs  of  Braciano  (agreeable  to 
the  cuflom)  and  the  Chevalier, 
who  played  at  her  table,  officioufly 
civil,  role  up,  and  wifhed  me  a 
good  night.  He  is  naturally  above 
the  middle  fize,  but  (loops  excef- 
fively  ;  he  appears  bloated  and  red 
in  the  face,  his  countenance  heavy 
and  fleepy,  which  is  attributed  to 
his  having  given  into  excefs  of 
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drinking;  but,  when  a  young 
man,  he  muff  have  been  efteemed 
handfome.  His  complexion  is  of 
the  fair  tint,  his  eyes  blue,  his 
hair  light  brown,  and  the  contour 
of  his  face  a  long  oval  ;  he  is  by 
no  means  thin ,  has  a  noble  pre¬ 
fence,  aad  a  graceful  manner  :  his 
drefs wasfcarlet,  laced  witha  broad 
gold  lace  $  he  wears  the  blue  rib¬ 
band  eutfide  of  his  coat,  from 
which  depends  a  cameo  (antique) 
as  large  as  the  palm  of  my  hand  ; 
and  wears  the  fame  garter  and 
motto  as  thole  of  the  noble  order 
of  St.  George  in  England  :  upon 
the  whole,  he  has  a  melancholic, 
mortified  appearance.  .Two  gen¬ 
tlemen  conftantly  attend  him ;  they 
are  of  I  rim  extraction,  and  Roman 
Catholics  you  may  be  fure.  This 
evening,  after  quitting  the  Cardi¬ 
nal’s,  we  were  at  the  Princefs  Pa- 
leftrine’s  converfazione,  where  he 
wasaifo.  He  addreff  d  me  as  po- 
Jitely  as  the  evening  beiore.  T  he 
Princels  defired  me  to  fit  by  her  ; 
flie  played  with  him  :  he  afked 
me,  if  I  underfcood  the  game  of 
Tarrocchi,  (what  they  were  about 
to  play  at)  ;  f  anfwered  in  the  ne¬ 
gative  i  upon  which,  taking  the 
pack  in  his  hands,  he  defired  to 
know  if  I  had  ever  feert  fuch  odd 
cards  :  I  replied  that  they  were 
very  odd  indeed  :  he  then,  dif- 
playing  them, laid,  “Here  is  every 
thing  iii  the  world  to  be  found  in 
thefe  cards,  the  fun,  the  moon,  the 
(Pars  ;  and  here,  fays  he,  (fhewing 
me  a  card)  is  the  Pope  ;  here  is 
the  devil,  and  added)  there  is  but 
one  of  the  trio  wanting,  and  you 
know  who  that  fihould  be.  ’  1  was 
fo  amazed,  fo  aftomfhed,  though 
he  fpoke  this  Iaft  in  a  laughing, 
good-humomed  manner,  that  I  did 
not  know  which  way  to  look  ; 
arid  as  to  a  reply,  I  made  none, 
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but  avoided  cultivating  converfa- 
tion  as  much  as  poifible,  left  he 
fhould  give  our  converfation  a  po¬ 
litical  turn.  What  paffed  after¬ 
wards  was  relative  to  fome  of  the 
Englifh manners  and  amufements  ; 
fuch  as,  wiarther  whiff  was  in  fa- 
flaion  at  London,  the  affeniblies 
numerous,  &c.  I  was  heartily  glad 
when  my  vifit  was  finished. 


y/  brief  Account  of  that  excellent 
Critic ,  the  late  Mr.  jerry  Mark- 
land.  By  an  anonymous  Hand  ; 
'with  an  Addition  by  A  c  a  d  e  m  i  - 
c  us. 

yf~R,  Jeremiah  Markland,  who 
XV Jl  died  July  7,  1  776,  at  Mil¬ 
ton,  near  Dorking,  in  Surry,  was 
one  of  the  moff  learned  fcholars, 
and  penetrating  critics  of  the  age. 
He  became  firft  publickly  known  by 
his  “  Epiftola  Critica,”  addreffed 
to  Bifliop  Hare.  In  this  he  gave 
many  proofs  of  extenfive  erudition 
and  critical  fagacity.  Pie  after¬ 
wards  publifhed  an  edition  of  Sta¬ 
tius,  fome  plays  of  Euripides,  and 
affifted  Dr.  Taylor  in  his  edi¬ 
tions  of  Lyfias  and  Demofthenes, 
by  the  notes  which  he  communi¬ 
cated  to  him.  Pie  has  alfo  very 
happily  elucidated  fome  paffages  in 
the  New  Teftament,  which  may 
be  found  in  Mr.  Bowyer’s  edition 
of  it  ;  and  was  author  of  a  very 
valuable  volume  of  remarks  on  the 
epiilles  of  Cicero  to  Brutus  ;  and 
of  an  excellent  little  treatife  under 
the  title  of  Quseftio  Grammatica. 
He  was  not  more  valued  for  his, 
univerfal  reading,  than  beloved 
for  the  excellence  of  his  heart,  and 
primitive  fimpliciry  of  manners. 
He  was  educated  in  Chrift’s-Hof- 
pital.  Of  the  fame  royal  founds 
lion  were  Joftrua  Barnes,  of  Em- 
manuei-College  Cambridge,  the 
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celebrated  Greek  Profeffor ,  rind 
the  late  Dr.  Jurin,  equally  eminent 
for  bis  fk.il!  in  pliyiic,  and  the  fub- 
limer  parts  of  mathmatics.  Mr. 
Markland  was  born  in  Align  (1 1 692. 
He  was  one  of  the  twelvechilbren 
of  the  Rev.  Ralph Markland,  and 
has  left  four  furviving  filters,  the 
youngeft  of  whom  is  70,  and  ano¬ 
ther  of  them  is  mother  to  the  pre- 
fent  Sir  Robert  Foley,  Bart,  For 
more  than  20  years  pi  ft  he  lived 
almoft  fequeftered  from  the  world 
in  the  little  village  of  Milton,  near 
Dorking,  where  the  aged  and  the 
needy  have  loft  a  moft  generous  be¬ 
nefactor.  His  remains  were  depo¬ 
sed  in  Dorking  church,  whither, 
by  his  own  defire,  he  was  carried 
by  fix  of  his  poor  neighbours. 


The  foregoing  brief  account  of 
Mr.  Jeremiah  Mark  hi*,  nd,  might  be 
fomewhat  enlarged  by  a  reprelen- 
tation  of  his  incomparable  Annota¬ 
tions  uponMaximusTyrius,  which 
were  printed  in  Dr.  Davis’s  lecond 
edition  of  that  author  in  1740,410. 
under  the  care  of  the  very  learned 
profeftor  Ward.  IVlr.  Markland 
has,  in  his  addrefs  to  the  reader 
prefixed  tothem,  demonftrated  the 
truth  of  his  difeovery  that  Maxi¬ 
mus  had  hiorfejf  publijbedtwo  edi¬ 
tions  of  this  work  :  a  dilcovery 
fufticient  to  immortalize  the  name 
of  this  eminent  critic,  had  he  done 
nothing  e!!e  in  the  republic  of  let¬ 
ters.  To  him  we  alio  owe  “  the 
many  additions’’  to  Arnold’s 
“  Commentary  upon  the  Book  of 
Wifdom,”  noticed  at  the  end  ol  the 
Author’s  preface,  in  the  2d  edition, 
1760.  Academic  us. 


Some  Account  of  the  Life  arid  Writ¬ 
ings  of  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin 


TERS. 

Stillingfleet.  By  a  Gentleman 

nvho  fubferibes  himfelf],  C.  with 
an  Addition  by  Academicus. 

S  I  R, 

Have  often  been  much  con¬ 
cerned  that  noneof  the  friends 
of  the  late  Mr.  Benjamin  Stilling- 
fleet  have  favoured  the  public  with 
any  particulars  of  his  fife,  to  per- 
petuatethe  memory  of  that  amiable 
and  fenfible  gentleman.  I  have 
therefore  thro  won  together  the  fol¬ 
lowing  notices,  in  hopes  of  induc¬ 
ing  fome  better  qualified  perfon  to 
do  him  more  ample  juftice. 

He  was  grandfoh  of  the  well- 
known  Bilbao  of  W orcefter.  His 
father  Edward  was  Fellow  of  St. 
john’s  College  in  Cambridge, 
F.  R.S.  M.D.  and  Greiham  Pro- 
feffor  of  phyfic  :  but  marrying  in 
1692,  he  loft  his  lucrative  offices, 
and  his  fathers  favour  :  a  misfor¬ 
tune  that  sffcCted  bothhimlelf  and 
his  poflerity.  However,  going  into 
orders,  heobtained,  by  his  father's 
means,  the  living  of  Newington- 
Butts,  which  he  immediately  ex¬ 
changed  for  thofe  of  Wood-Nor- 
ton  and  Swanton  in  Norfolk.  He 
died  in  1708. 

Benjamin,  his  only  fon,  was 
educated  at  Norwich  fchool,  which 
he  left  in  1720,  with  the  character 
of  an  excellent  fcholar.  He  then 
went  to  Trinity-College  in  Camb¬ 
ridge,  at  the  requeil  of  Dr..  Bent¬ 
ley,  the  mafter,  who  had  been  pri¬ 
vate  tutor  to  his  father,  domeftic 
chaplain  to  his  grandfather,  and 
much  indebted  to  the  family.  Here 
he  wasacandidate  for  a fellowfbipj 
but  was  rejected  by  the  mafter  s 
influence.  This  was  a  fevere  and 
unexpected  difappointment  ;  and 
but  little  alleviated  afterwards  by 
the  doctor’s  apology,  that  it  was  a 
pity  that  a  gentleman  of  Mr.  Sti  1- 
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h’ngfleet’s  parts  fhould  be  buried 
within  the  walls  of  a  college. 

Perhaps,  however,  this  ingrati¬ 
tude  of  Dr. Bendy  was  not  of  any 
real  differ  vice  to  Mr.  Stillingfleet. 
By  being  thrown  into  the  world, 
he  formed  many  honourable  and 
valuable  connexions.  He  dedi¬ 
cated  fome  tranflations  of  Linnxus 
to  the  late  Lord  Lyttle.ton,  partly, 
he  fays,  from  motives  of  private 
refpect  and  honour .  The  prefent 
Lord  Barrington’  gave  him,  in  a 
very  polite  manner,  the  place  of 
the  m after  of  the  barracks  at  Ken- 
fington  ;  a  lavour  to  which  Mr. 
Stillingfleet,  in  the  dedication,  ol 
liis  Calendar  of  Flora  to  that  no¬ 
bleman,  alludes  with  equal  polite- 
nefs,  as  well  as  with  the  warmeft 
gratitude.  HiS  Calendar  ofklora 
was  formed  at  Stratton  in  Norfolk, 
in  the  year  1755,  at  the  hofpitable 
feat  of  his  very  worthy  and  inge¬ 
nious  friend  Mr.  Mar  Ilia  m,  who 
had  made  feveral  obfervations  of 
that  kind,  and  had  communicated 
to  the  publick  his  curious  obferva- 
tions  on  the  growth  of!  rees.  But 
it  was  to  Mr.  Wyndham,  of  Fel- 
brig  in  Norfolk,  that  he  appears 
to  have  had  the  greateft  obliga¬ 
tions  :  he  travelled  abroad  with 
him  ;  fpent  much  of  his  time  at 
his  houfe  ;  and  was  appointed  one 
of  his  executors  (Mr.  Gairick,  I 
think,  was  another),  with  a  con- 
fjderable  addition  to  an  annuity 
which  that  gentleman  had  fettled 
upon  him  in  his  life-time. 

Mr.  Stillingfleet’s  genius  feems, 
if  we  may  judge  from  his  works,  to 
have  led  him  principally  to  the 
ft ud y  of  natural  hiftory,  which  he 
proftcuted  as  an  ingenious  philofo- 
pher,  an  ufeful  citizen,  and  a  good 
man.  In  this  walk  of  learning  he 
fpentions,  as  his  friends,  Dr.  Wat- 


fon,  Mr.  (now  Dr.)  Solander,  Mr. 
Hudfon,  Mr.  Price  of  Foxley,and 
fome  others  :  and  I  have  heard  the 
ingenious  Mr.  Pennant  acknow¬ 
ledge  many  obligations  to  him. 
Nor  can  I  omit  the  flattering  men¬ 
tion  which  the  late  Mr.  Gray 
makes  of  him  in  one  of  his  letters, 
dated  from  London  in  1761.  “  I 
have  lately  made  an  acquaintance 
with  this  philofopher,  who  lives  in 
a  garret  here  in  the  winter,  that 
he  maylupport  fome  near  relations 
who  depend  upon  him.  He  is  al¬ 
ways  employed,  confequently(ac- 
cording  to  my  old  maxim)  always 
happy,  always  cheerful,  and  feems 
to  me  a  very  worthy  honeft  man. 
His  prefent  fcheme  is  to  fend  fome 
perfons,  properly  qualified,  to  re- 
fide  a  year  or  two  in  Attica,  to 
make  themfelves  acquainted  with 
the  climate,  productions,  and  na¬ 
tural  hiftory  of  the  country,  that 
we  may  under  ftandAriftotle,  Theo- 
phraftus,&c.  who  have  been  Hea¬ 
then  Greek  to  usforfo  many  ages; 
and  this  he  has  got  propofed  to 
Lord  Bute,  no  unlikely  perfon  to 
put  it  in  execution,  as  he  is  himfelf 
a  botanifL” 

I  know  not  whether  Mr,  Stil¬ 
lingfleet  has  publifhed  anything  in 
this  v/ay,  except  a  volume  of  mif- 
celianous  traCts,  which  is  in  much 
efteem,  anddoesgreat honourtohis 
head  and  heart.  They  are  chiefly 
tranflations  of  fome  efl’ays  in  the 
A mcenitates Academics,  publifhed 
by  Linnxus,  interfperfed  with  fome 
obfervations  and  additions  of  his 
own.  In  this  volume  he  (hews  alfo 
a  tafte  for  claflicai  learning,  and 
entertains  us  with  fome  elegant 
poetical  effuflons  ol  his  own.  But 
his EJfays on comierjation ,  p u bl i died 
in  the  firft  volume  of  Dodfley’s 
Colledion  of  Poems,  entitles  him  to 
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a  diftingu i/Tied  rank  among  our 
Englidi  poers.  And  I  am  the  ra¬ 
ther  pie  a  fed  at  being  able  to  view 
him  in  this  light,  as  feme  perfons 
have  affected  to  defpife  the  dudy 
cf  natural  hidory  (particularly  Tome 
of  the  more  minute  parts  of  it)  as 
beneath  the  character  of  a  gentle- 
loan,  and  rarely  engaged  in  but  by 
perfons  of  inferior  and  unpolifhed 
underdandirjgs.  This  poem  is  ad- 
dreffed  to  Mr.  Wyndham,  with  all 
that  warmth  of  friendfhtD  which 

/  i 

diftinguifhes  Mr.  Stilliogfleer.  As 
it  is  chiefly  didactic,  it  does  not 
admit  of  id  many  ornaments  as 
fome  compofitions  of  other  kinds. 
However,  it  contains  much  good- 
fen  fe,  fliews  a  con  fid  era  ble  know¬ 
ledge  of  mankind,  and  has  feverai 
paffages  that  in  point  of  harmony 
and  eafy  verfification  would  not 
difgrace  the  writings  of  our  mod 
admired  poets.  Here  more  than 
once  Mr.  Stillingfieet  {hews  him- 
feif  dill  fore  from  Dr.  Bentley’s 
cruel  treatment  of  him  ;  and  to¬ 
wards  the  beautiful  and  moral  clofe 
of  it  (where  I  think  he  gives  us  a 
fketch  of  himfelf),  feems  to  hint 
at  a  mortification  of  a  more  deli¬ 
cate  nature,  which  he  is  faid  to 
have  buffered  from  the  other  fex. 

To  thefe  difappointments  it  was 
perhaps  owing  that  Mr.  Stilling- 
fieetneither  inariied,  nor  went  into 
orders.  His  London  residence  was 
at  a  fadler’sin  Piccadilly,  where  he 
died  in  1 77 1 ,  aged  above  70,  leav¬ 
ing  feverai  valuable  papers  behind 
him,  noneof  which  1  believe,  have 
been  printed,  fie  was  buried  in 
St.  James’s  church,  without  the 
flighted  monument  of  his  having 
exifled-  Thefe  pod  humous  tributes 
are  indeed  unavailing  to  the  dead; 
but  foothe  however,  the  regret  of 
the  living  :  and  therefore  I  fome- 


what  wonder,  that  none  of  the 
gentlemen  who  greatly  valued  him, 
fliould  have  indulged  their  own 
grief  by  at  lead  fome  {lender  me¬ 
morial  of  their  affection  for  him. 

J.C. 

To  the  above  account  of  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Stilling- 
fleet,  may  be  added  a  final!  8vo. 
anonymous  pamphlet,  publifned 
about'  1 733,  tntitied,  “  Some 
Thoughts  concerning  Happinefsf 1 
though  ii  is  not  noticed  byProfeffor 
W  aid  in  p.  283  of  the  “  Lives  of 
the  Profeffors  of  Grefham- Col¬ 
lege,”  where  Mr.  Sn'lhngfleet  is 
mentioned  as  an  author.— Gent. 
Mag . 
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Memoirs  of  the  late  Mr.  Peter  Col- 
linlo.n,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  So* 
ciety  ^andtheSocieiyof Antiquaries , 
in  London  ;  and  of  the  Floy  al  So¬ 
cieties  of  Berlin  and  Upfal. 

p  HE  fatisfadlion  2 riling  from 
A  the  view  of  a  life  continm 
ah’y  employed  incommendable  pur- 
fuits,  a  nd  in  ath  of  lading  and 
extenflve  utility ,  is  not  a  final!  one- 
We  participate afrefh  in  every  fo- 
ciai  action  of  the  friend  whom  we 
loved  whild  living,  and  pay  that 
tribute  to  his  name,  which  love 
and  frienediip demand — a  grateful 
and  honourable  remembrance. 

The  juft  edeem  which  Mr.  Peter 
Collinfon  had  acquired,  among 
the  chief  promoters  of  natural  hif¬ 
tory  in  mod  parts  of  the  world, 
and  among  men  of  underdanding 
in  general,  in  every  part  of  ufefui 
fcience  ;  mud  render  any  apology 
unneceffary  for  exhibiting  fome 
account  of  him. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Peter  Collinfon  was  the 
great-grandfon  of  Peter  Collinfon, 
who  lived  on  his  paternal  eftate, 
called  Hugal-Hall,  near  Winder- 
mere  Lake,  ten  miles  from  Kendal 
in  Wellmoreland.  He  was  born 
in  the  year  1693,  and  whillt  a 
youth  he  difcovered  a  llrong  at- 
tachmemt  to  natural  hiHory.  In. 
feCts,  and  their  leveral  inetamcr- 
phofes,  employed  many  of  thofe 
hours,  which  at  his  time  of  lile 
are  mollly  fpent  by  others  in  very 
different  purfuits.  Plants  likewife 
engaged  his  attention  ;  he  began 
early  to  make  a  collection  of  dried 
fpecimens,  and  had  accefs  to  the 
bell  gardens  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  London.  In  the  year  1740  he 
was  conlidered  among  thofe  who 
were  bell  acquainted  with  botany 
and  natural  hillory  in  England — 
his  collection  was  very  large — the 
fpecimens  well  chofen — his  botanic 
garden  contained  many  curious 
plants  not  to  be  met  with  in  any 
other  ;  and  the  number  of  fuch 
kept  increafing  to  the  la  ft  period  of 
his  life. 

The  fird-rate  naturalifls  of  the 
age,  Drs.  Derham,  Woodward, 
Dale,  Lloyd,  Sir  Charles  Wager, 
and  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  were  among 
his  friends. — He  was  one  of  thofe 
few  who  vifited  Sir  Hans  at  all 
times  familiarly,  and  continued 
fo  to  do  to  the  la  tell  period — 
and  among  the  great  variety  of  ar¬ 
ticles  which  formed  his  friend’s 
fuperb  collection,  fmall  was  the 
number  of  thofe,  with  whofe  hif- 
tory  Mr.  Coliinfon  was  not  well 
acquainted.  He  was  eleCted  a  fel¬ 
low  of  the  Royal  Society,  Decem¬ 
ber  12,  1728,  and  was  one  of  the 
nioft  diligent  and  ufefnl  members 
of  that  refpeClabie  body,  not  only 
in  fupplying  them  with  many  cu- 
V 0  l .  XIX,  1776. 
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rious  obfervations  himfelf,  but  in 
promoting  and  preferving  an  ex- 
tenlive  correfpondence  with  learned 
foreigners  in  ail  countries,  and  on 
every  ufeful  lubjeCt- — and  thus  ex¬ 
cited  others  to  contribute  largely 
to  the  iuftruClion  and  entertain¬ 
ment  of  the  fociery 

Indeed  he  fuffcred  nothing  ufe- 
fui  in  either  art  or  fcience  to  efcape 
him. — Theie  were  but  few  men  of 
learning  and  ingenuity  of  all  pro- 
fellions  who  were  not  of  his  ac¬ 
quaintance —  he  acquainted  the 
learned  and  ingenious  in  dillant 
parts  of  the  globe  with  the  difco- 
verics  and  improvements  in  natural 
hiftory  in  this  country,  and  re¬ 
ceived  the  like  information  from 
the  moll  eminent  perfons  in  almoft 
every  other.  His  correfpondence 
with  Cadwallader  Colden,  E  q  ;  of 
New-Ycrk,  and  the  celebrated  Dr. 
Franklin  of  Philadelphia,  furnilli 
many  inllances  of  the  benefit  re- 
fulting  from  his  attention  to  all 
improvements.  To  him  Dr  Frank¬ 
lin  communicated  his  firll  elfays 
on  eleClricity.  Their  minds  in  this 
refpeCt  were  congenial,  ever  intent 
upon  promoting  public  good. 

Perhaps  in  fome  future  period, 
the  account  he  procured  of  the  ma¬ 
nagement  of  fheep  in  Spain,  in 
refpeCt  of  their  migrations  from  the 
mountains  to  the  plains,  and  their 
Hated  returns,  may  not  be  con¬ 
lidered  among  the  leall  of  the  be¬ 
nefits  accruing  from  his  extenlive 
and  inquifitive  correfpondence. 
When  America  is  better  peo¬ 
pled,  the  mountainous  parts  more 
habitable,  the  plains  unloaded  of 
their  vail  forells  and  cultivated,  the 
finell  fheep  in  the  world  may  poffi- 
b!y  cover  the  plains  of  Carolina, 
Georgia,  and  the  Floridas,  in  the 

winter  months,  and  retreat  to  the 
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mountains  as  the  fummer  heats  in- 
creafe,  and  dry  up  the  herbage. 
Probably  it  might  be  pradtifed 
even  in  this  ifland  to  advantage; 
with  this  difference,  that  the 
higheft  ground  fhould  be  chofen 
for  the  winter  refidence  of  thefe 
animals,  proper  fhelter  being  made 
for  them,  and  the  wetter  low  lands 
left  for  fummer. 

Mr.  Coll  in  Ton’s  converfation  was 
chearful,  and  ufefiilly  entertaining 
generally  turned  to  feme  in¬ 
terfiling  dil  quid  non,  or  impart¬ 
ing  fame  beneficial  information. 
With  feme  of  the  no  oft  eminent 
perfonages  in  the  kingdom,  as  di- 
ftinguiftied  by  their  rafte  in  planting 
and  horticulture,  as  by  their  rank, 
be  frequently  fpent  a  few  days  at 
their  feats,  imparting  many  advan¬ 
tageous  hints  as  to  the  improve¬ 
ments  they  were  defigoirg.  By 
bis  extenfive  obfervation  and  ex¬ 
perience  of  the  effects  of  different 
methods  of  cultivation  ;  what  foil, 
what  afpedt  beft  Suited  different 
plants  and  trees  ;  how  bejft  to  co¬ 
ver  incurable  defers  ;  how  to  im¬ 
prove  beauties,  &c.- — he  often  pre¬ 
vented  young  planters  from  com¬ 
mitting  capital  rniftakes,  re&ified 
others  who  had  been  milled,  and 
prevailed  upon  many  of  his  friends, 
and  young  people  of  fortune,  to 
embark  in  this  rational  amufement, 
and  to  perfevere  in  it  greatly  to 
their  own  emolument,  and  the  laft- 
ing  advantage  of  their  country. 

Planting,  he  ufed  to  fay,  and 
gaidening,  fupply  a  fund  of  enter¬ 
tainment,  the  in  oft  lading  and  rea- 
fonable  of  any  occupation  in  this 
life  j  plea  fores  not  to  be  pure  ha  fed. 
The  trees  which  we  ourfelves  have 
planted,  the  fruits  we  have  railed, 
the  plants  we  have  cultivated,  feem 
to  be  like  our  children,  a  kind  of 


C  T  E  R  S.  ' 

new  creation  ;  their  /bade,  their 
tafte,  their  fragrance  and  their 
beauties,  affedt  us  with  a  richer 
repaft  than  any  others.  What  a 
pleafing  feene,  would  he  obferve, 
lies  open  to  a  young  man  of  for¬ 
tune  devoted  to  fuch  amufements  ! 
Each  fucceeding  year  produces  new 
ftrades,  other  fruits,  frefh  beauties, 
and  brings  befides  mo  ft  certain 
profit.  To  behold  therifinggroves, 
barrennefs  made  fertile,  our  coun¬ 
try  improved,  ourfelves  made  ufe- 
ful  and  happy  ,  and  pofterity  en¬ 
riched  !  When  on  this  favourite 
fubjedt,  a  very  natural  reflection 
often  efcaped  him-, "that  he  feldom 
knew  a  man  pofteffed  of  a  tafte  for 
fuch  pleafures,  who  was  not  at  the 
fame  time  temperate  and  virtuous. 
And  Indeed  he  had  a  right  to  make 
the  obfervation  ;  for  he  had  the  fa- 
tisfaclion  of  reckoning  among  his 
moft  intimate  friends,  men  of  the 
mod  amiable  and  unblemiihed  cha¬ 
racters  in  all  ft  at  ions,  parties,  and 
diftinCtions. 

Nor  was  he  only  employed  in 
promoting  this  tafte  amorrgft  his 
friends,  m  enlarging  their  views, 
correcting  and  refining  their  judg¬ 
ment,  but  alfo  in  furnifhing  them 
with  the  means  of  increasing  their 
plantations  :  and  it  is  but  doing 
juftice  to  his  memory,  to  mention 
that  he  was  the  firft  who  introduced 
the  great  variety  of  feeds  and 
fhrubs,  which  are  now  the  princi¬ 
pal  ornaments  of  every  garden  ; 
and  that  it  was  owing  to  his  inde¬ 
fatigable  induftry,  that  fo  many 
perfons  of  the  firft  diftinCtion  are 
now  enabled  to  behold  groves  trans¬ 
planted  fiom  the  weftern  continent 
flourifhing  fo  luxuiiantly  in  their 
feveral  domains,  as  if  they  were  al¬ 
ready  become  indigenous  tc Britain. 

His  bufinefs  in  the  mercantile 
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way  was  chiefly  to  Nori h-America 
and  the  Weft-Indies,  the  former 
particularly.  He  had  perufed  every 
performance  that  was  wrote  ref  pc-df- 
ing  the  natural  hiftory  and  pro¬ 
duce  of  all  our  own  fettlements, 
and  indeed  of  all  the  European  co¬ 
lonies  in  the  new  world.  This  en¬ 
abled  him  to  make  enquiries  after 
every  thing  that  was  curious  and 
ufeful,  and  brought  him  acquainted 
with  the  moft  intelligent  people 
who  came  over  from  America  ;  his 
enquiries  railed  lome  curicfity  in 
thefe  countries,  and  excited  a  tafte 
for  natural  hiftory  and  botanical 
refearches.  It  perhaps  may  fafely 
be  laid,  that  every  thing  of  this 
fort  that  has  appeared  in  thofe 
parts  of  the  world,  was  chiefly  ow¬ 
ing  to  his  encouragement.  That 
eminent  naturalift,  John  Bartram, 
may  almoft  be  laid  to  have  been 
created  fuch  by  Mr.  Collinfon’s 
alfiftance  :  he  firft  recommended 
the  collecting  of  feeds,  and  after¬ 
wards  affifted  in  difpofing  of  them 
in  this  country,  and  conftantly  ex¬ 
cited  him  to  persevere  in  invefti- 
g:; ting  the  plants  of  America, 
which  he  has  executed  with  inde¬ 
fatigable  labour,  through  a  long 
courfe  of  years,  and  with  amazing 
fuccefs. 

The  quantities  of  new  feeds  he 
received  from  America,  not  only 
fupplied  his  own  garden  with  every 
thing  that  was  curious,  but  fur- 
nifhed  him  with  the  means  of  pro¬ 
curing  others,  in  exchange,  from 
other  parts  of  the  globe.  He  had 
fome correi pondents  inalruoft  every 
nation  in  Europe ;  fome  in  Afia, 
and  even  at  Pekin  ;  who  all  trans¬ 
mitted  to  him  the  moft  valuable 
feeds  they  could  colleCt,  in  return 
for  the  treafures  of  America.  In 
this  exchange  of  good  offices,  there 
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is  abundant  caufe  to  believe  no 
man  ever  exceeded  him  in  refpeCt 
to  punctuality,  care,  or  generofity ; 
few'  had  ever  more  intelligent  cor- 
refpondents,  or  fueceeded  better  in 
enriching  this  country  with  t lie  ve¬ 
getable  produce  of  every  other, 
that  could  either  add  to  its  advan¬ 
tage  or  ornament. 

f  he  great  Li  imam's,  during  his 
refidence  in  England,  contracted 
an  intimate  friend fh ip  with  him, 
which  was  reciprocally  increafed 
by  good  offices,  and  continued  to 
the  laft  without  any  diminution. 
Mr.  Collinfon  frequently  prompted 
the  Americans  to  purfue  improve¬ 
ments  alike  beneficial  to  themfelves 
and  to  his  country.  He  often 
urged  the  benefit,  nay  necelfity 
of  cultivating  flax,  hemp,  wine, 
filk,  and  other  products.  In  moft: 
of  the  northern  and  fouthern  colo¬ 
nies,  there  are  a  variety  of  native 
grapes  growing  wild  in  the  woods, 
and  thriving  among  the  trees  and 
bullies  for  their  fupport.  Thefe 
yield  fruit  in  plenty  of  different 
kinds,  and  many  of  them  capable 
of  producing  a  rich  good  wine.  It 
would  be  eafy  in  autumn  to  coiled 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  the  fruit  to 
make  trial  of  the  wine.  A  few 
have  done  it  with  fuccefs,  and  the 
fault  fee  ms  not  fo  much  in  the 
fruit,  as  want  of  (kill  or  care  in 
making  the  wine.  It  is  certainly 
now  high  time  for  the  Americans 
to  apply  themfelves  diligently  to 
cultivate  their  native  produce  and 
the  meafures  of  adminiftration  have 
at  length  forced  them  to  do  it, 
whether  they  chofe  it  or  not. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  Society 
of  Antiquarians  from  its  firft  inftitu- 
tion,  and  fupplied  them  often  with 
many  curious  articles  of  intelli¬ 
gence,  and  obfervations  refpeCting 
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this  and  other  countries  —  for 
wherever  he  was,  or  however  feem- 
jngly  engaged,  nothing  efcaped  his 
notice,  if  it  appeared  likely  to  be 
ufeful  or  inftruCtive.  Fie  had  no 
greater  ambition  than  to  colleCt 
what  knowlege  he  could,  and  to 
render  this  knowledge  fubfervient 
as  much  as  poftlble  to  the  good  of 
mankind.  He  lived  many  years 
in  great  domeftic  happinefs,  and 
his  family  took  the  fame  bias,  and 
aided  his  purfuits.  He  had  a 
pleafing  and  focial  afpe£t — his 
temper  open  and  communicative 
—capable  of  feeling  for  diftrefs, 
and  ready'to  relieve.  He  rofe  very 
early,  and  whilft  in  the  country, 
his  time  was  almoft  conftantly  em¬ 
ployed  in  his  garden,  obferving 
and  abiding  ffle  operations  of  na¬ 
ture,  or  in  the  fludy  of  other  parts 
cf  ph y fical  knowledge,  which  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  health  and  pleafure. 

He  v/as  fond  of  fruit  to  an  ex¬ 
treme,  and  of  flowers  a  perpetual 
admirer:  he  was  feldom  without 
them  in  his  houfe,  from  the  early 
fhowdrop  to  the  autumn  cyclamen. 
Fie  would  often  relate  with  plea¬ 
fure  the  ailonilhing  advancement 
made  in  his  time  in  horticulture ; 
gave  inftances  of  many  plants, 
which  at  their  A; ft:  in t rod u <511  op 
would  not  bear  our  winters  without 
ilielter,  and  now  endured  almoft 
our  hardeft  frofts ;  fo  that  foreigners 
flood  amazed  at  the  power  of  vege¬ 
tation  in  this  country,  and  the 
happy  temperature  we  enjoy,  not- 
withftanding  the  unmerited  mur¬ 
murs  of  the  unthinking  and  inju¬ 
dicious,  againft  a  climate  the  moft 
favourable  of  all  others  to  the  real 
happinefs  of  mankind. 

He  hath  left  behind  him  a  vaft 
treafure  of  dried  fpecimens  of 
plants,  and  in  fpite  of  repeated 


and  cruel  depredations  on  his  gay-* 
den,  whereby  he  loft  a  multitude  of 
valuable  plants  and  fhrubs,  and  had 
many  others  deftroyed  by  the  vil¬ 
lains  in  the  a£t  of  plunder,  he  has 
neverthelefs  left  a  fmall  treafure  of 
rare  plants,  in  greater  perfection 
than  can  be  feeri  perhaps  in  any 
other  fpot. 

Excepting  feme  attacks  of  the 
gout,  in  general  he  enjoyed  perfect 
health,  and  great  equality  of  fpi- 
rits  ;  bearing  thofe  trials  which 
are  incident  to  man  with  fortitude 
and  refignation. 

In  fuch  a  courfe  he  arriyed  at 
his  75th  year  ;  when  being  on  a 
vifit  to  Lord  Petre,  in  Eflex,  for 
whom  he  had  a  Angular  regard,  he 
was  feized  with  a  total  fupprefflon 
of  urine,  which  baffling  every  at¬ 
tempt  to  relieve  it,  proved  fatal  on 
the  11th  of  Auguft  1768,  and  de« 
prived  his  family,  his  friends,  and 
country  of  a  man  devoted  to  their 
intereft  and  advantage.  Inclofed 
in  his  will  was  found  a  paper  im¬ 
porting,  ‘  1  that  he  hoped  he  fhould 
leave  behind  him  a  good  name, 
which  he  valued  more  than  riches; 
that  he  had  endeavoured  not  to  live 
ufelefsiy  ;  and  that  all  his  days  he 
conftantly  aimed  to  be  a  friend  to 
mankind.”  Such  indeed  he  v/as, 
to  the  utmoft  of  his  ability;  and 
he  may  juftly  be  corifidered  as  a 
latent  fpring  to  many  important 
improvements,  as  well  as  one  of 
the  principal  promoters  of  natural 
hiftory  in  general,  and  of  horti¬ 
culture  in  particular,  in  the  age  in 
which  he  lived. 

Additions  to  the  above  Memoirs ,  by  a 

Gent,  c vho  fub ferihes  bimfe/fY. 

j/^MONG  Mr.  Collinfon’s  par¬ 
ticular  friends  (lands  the  name 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin,  to  whom 
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he  communicated  many  valuable 
particulars.  Their  minds  were  con¬ 
genial,  and  ever  intent  on  promo¬ 
ting  the  publiegood. — The  follow¬ 
ing  letter  is  one  proof  thereof,  and 
therefore  deferves  a  place  in  your 
valuable  repofitory.  Y. 

To  Michael  Collinson,  Efq ; 

Dear  Sir, 

Understanding  that  an  ac¬ 
count  of  our  dear  departed  friend 
Mr.  Peter  Collinfon  is  intended  to 
be  given  to  the  Public,  I  cannot 
omit  exprelfing  my  approbation  of 
the  defign.  The  character  of  good 
men  are  exemplary  and  often  Si¬ 
mulate  the  well-difpofed  to  an  imi¬ 
tation,  beneficial  to  mankind,  and 
honourable  to  themfelves.  And  as 
you  may  be  unacquainted  with  the 
following  inftances  of  his  zeal  and 
ufefuinefs  in  promoting  knowledge, 
which  fell  within  my  obfervation, 
I  take  the  iiberty  of  informing 
you,  that  in  1730,  a  fubfeription 
library  being  fet  on  toot  at  Phila¬ 
delphia,  he  encouraged  the  defign 
by  making  feveral  very  valuable 
prefents  to  it,  and  procuring  others 
from  his  friends:  and  as  the  library 
company  had  a  confiderable  fum 
arifing  annually  to  be  laid  out  in 
books,  and  needed  a  judicious 
friend  in  London  to  tranfadt  the 
bufinefs  for  them,  he  voluntarily 
and  chearfully  undertook  that  fer- 
vice,  and  executed  it  for  more  than 
thirty  years  fucceftively  ;  aftifting 
in  the  choice  of  books,  and  tak¬ 
ing  the  whole  care  of  collefting 
and  /flipping  them,  without  ever 
charging  or  accepting  any  conftder- 
ation  for  his  trouble.  The  fuc- 
cefs  of  this  library,  (greatly  owing 
to  his  kind  countenance  and  good 
advice)  encouraged  the  erecting 
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others  in  different  places  on  the 
fame  plan  :  and  it  is  fuppofed 
there  are  now  upwards  of  thirty 
fubfifting  in  the  feveral  colonies, 
which  have  contributed  greatly  to 
the  fpreading  of  ufeiul  knowledge 
in  that  part  of  the  world  ;  the 
books  he  recommended  being  all 
of  that  kind,  and  the  catalogue  of 
this  firft:  library  being  much  re- 
fpe&ed  and  followed  by  thofe  li¬ 
braries  that  fucceeded. 

During  the  fame  time  he  tranf- 
mitted  to  the  directors  of  the  li¬ 
brary  the  earlieft  accounts  of  every 
new  European  improvement  in 
agriculture  and  the  arts,  and  every 
philofophical  difeovery  :  among 
which,  in  1745,  he  fent  over  an 
account  of  the  new  German  expe¬ 
riments  in  ele&ricity,  together  with 
a  glafs  tube,  and  fome  directions 
for  ufing  it,  fo  as  to  repeat  thofe 
experiments.  This  was  the  firft 
notice  I  had  of  that  curious  fubjeCt, 
which  I  afterwards  profecuted  with 
fome  diligence,  being  encouraged 
by  the  friendly  reception  he  gave 
to  the  letters  I  wrote  to  him  upon 
it  ..  Pleafe  to  accept  this  final!  tef- 
timony  of  mine  to  his  memory* 
for  which  I  fliall  ever  have  the  ut~ 
moft  refpeCt ;  and  believe  me,  with 
fincere  efteem,  dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  humble  fervarit, 
Lon d.  Mag.  R.  Franklin. 


Some  Account  of  the  late  celebrated 
Mr  Fergufon,  by  Dr.  Tho,  Houl- 
fton,  of  Liverpool. 

MR-  James  Fergufon  Was  born 
in  Scotland,  of  very  poor 
parents.  At  the  earlieft  age  his 
extraordinary  genius  began  to  ex¬ 
ert  itfelf.  He  firft  learned  to  read 
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by  overhearing:  his  father  leach  his 
elder  brother:  and  he  had  made 
this  aequifttion  before  any  one  lift- 
p  died  it.  He  foon  difcovered  a 
peculiar  tafte  for  mechanics,  which 
fi rft  arofe  on  feeing  his  father  ufe  a 
lever,  He  purfued  this  ftudy  a 
confiderable  length,  even  whilft: 
very  young,  and  made  a  watch  in 
wood  work,  from  having  once  feen 
one.  Ashe  had  no  inftructor,  nor 
any  help  from  books,  every  thing 
he  learned  had  all  the  merit  of  an 
original  difcovery;  and  iuch,  with 
infinite  joy,  he  believed  it  to  be. 
As  foon  as  his  age  would  permit, 
he  went  to  fervice,  in  which  he 
met  with  hardships,  which  rendered 
his  conib' tution  feeble  through  life. 
Whilft  he  was  fervant  to  a  farmer 
(whofe  goodnefs  he  acknowledges 
in  the  modeft  and  humble  account 
of  himfelf  which  he  prefixed  to  his 
laft  publication),  he  frequently 
contemplated  the  ftars,  and  began 
the  ftudy  of  aftronomy,  by  laying 
down,  from  his  own  obfervations 
only,  a  ceieftia!  globe-  His  kind 
inafter,  obferving  thefe  marks  of 
his  ingenuity,  procured  him  the 
countenance  and  afti fiance  of  his 
fuperiors.  By  their  help  and  in- 
ftructions,  he  went  on  gaining  far¬ 
ther  knowledge,  and  was  lent  to 
1  -din burgh.  There  he  began  to 
take  portraits,  an  employment  by 
which  he  fupported  himfelf  and 
family  for  feveral  years,  both  in 
Scot  land  and  England,  whilft  he 
was  p milling  more  fefious  ItuoiesA 
In  London  lie  fir  ft  publifhed  feme 
curious  aftronomical  tables  and  cal¬ 
culations,  and  afterwardsgav/e pub¬ 
lic  ie&ures  in  experimental  philo- 
fophy,  which  he  repeated  (by  fub- 
f cr i p t i o f 1 )  in  rnoft  of  the  principal 
towns  in  England,  with  the  bigheft 
marks  of  general  apprpbation.  He 
y«';;>  elected  a  Fellow  of  the  Royal 


Society,  without  paying  for  ad- 
million  (an  honour  fcarcely  ever 
conferred  on  a  native)  and  had  a 
penfion  of  50I,  per  ann.  giyen 
him,  unfolicited,  by  our  gracious 
king,  at  hisaccefiion,  who  had  heard 
lectures  from  him,  and  frequently 
fent  for  and  converfed  with  him  on 
curious  topics.  He  alfo  received 
feveral  prefents  from  his  majefty, 
the  patron  of  real  merit.  To  what 
a  degree  of  confideration  Mr.  Fer- 
gufon  mounted  by  the  ftrength  of 
his  natural  genius,  almoft  every 
one  knows.  He  was  univerfally 
conlidered  as  at  the  head  of  aftro¬ 
nomy  and  mechanics  in  this  na¬ 
tion  of  philofophers.  And  he 
might  juftly  be  ftiled  felf-taught, 
or  rather  heaven-taught  j  for  in 
his  whole  life  he  had  not  above 
half  a  year’s  inftruction  at  fchoo!. 
He  was  a  man  of  the  cleareft  judg¬ 
ment,  and  the  mo  ft  unwearied  ap¬ 
plication  to  ftudy  ;  benevolent, 
meek  and  innocent  in  his  manners 
as  a  child:  humble,  courteous  and 
communicative  ;  inftead  of  pedan¬ 
try,  philafophy  teemed  to  produce 
in  him  only  diffidence  and  urbanity 
— -a  love  for  mankind  and  for  his 
Maker-  His  whole  life  was  an 
example  of  refignation  and  chrif- 
tian  piety.  He  might  be  faid  to 
be  an  enthufiaft  in  his  love  of  God, 
if  religion,  founded  on  fuch  fub- 
ftantial  and  enlightened  grounds  as 
his  was,  could  be  like  enthuliafm. 
After  a  long  and  ufeful  life,  un¬ 
happy  in  his  family  connections, 
in  a  feeble  and  precarious  ftate  of 
health,  worn  out  with  ftudy,  age, 
and  infirmities,  he  was  at  length 
permitted  do  attain  that  heaven, 
on  which  his  thoughts  and  view^ 
had  long  been  fixed,  and  which  is 
the  ultimate  reward  of  learning, 
virtue,  patience,  and  piety. 

Liverpool)  Nov.  20,  1776,. 
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Memoirs  of  the  late  Mr.  George  Ed¬ 
wards,  Fellow  of  the  Royal  and 
Antiquarian  Societies. 

EORGE  EDWARDS  was 
born  at  Stratford,  a  hamlet 
belonging  to  Weftham,  in  Eifex, 
on  the  third  of  April,  1694.  He 
palied  fome  of  his  early  years  un¬ 
der  the  tuition  of  a  clergyman, 
named  Hewit,  who  was  then  maf- 
ter  of  a  public  fchool  at  Layton- 
Stone,  which  is  only  a  few  miles 
diftant  from  the  village  where  he 
was  born.  After  quitting  the 
fchool,  he  was  placed  with  another 
minifter  of  the  eftablifhcd  church 
at  Brentwood  ;  and,  being  deligned 
by  his  parents  for  bufinefs,  was 
put  apprentice  to  a  tradefman  in 
Fenchurch-ftreet.  Hrs  mafter,  not 
lefs  diftinguiilied  for  his  ftriCt  re¬ 
gard  to  religion,  than  for  his  un¬ 
common  (kill  in  the  learned  lan¬ 
guages,  treated  him  with  remark¬ 
able  kindnefs  and  civility. 

An  event  happened  about  the 
middle  of  the  term  ot  his  appren- 
ticefhip,  which  it  is  neceflary  to 
mention.  Dr.  Nicholas,  a  perlon 
of  eminence  in  the  phyfical  world, 
and  a  relative  of  his  mafter,  hap¬ 
pened  to  die.  His  books,  which 
were  very  numerous,  having  been 
removed  from  Covent-Garden  to 
an  apartment  then  occupied  by  our 
young  naturaiift,  he  availed  him- 
felf  of  this  unexpedled  incident, 
and  palfed  ail  the  leifure  of  the 
day,  and,  not  unfrequently,  a  con- 
fiderable  part  of  the  night,  in 
turning  over  this  collection  ot  na¬ 
tural  hiftory,  fculpture,  painting, 
aftronomy,  and  antiquities. 

The  expectation  ot  obtaining 
that  opulence,  which  commerce 
beftows  on  her  alfiduous  votaries* 
now  ceafed.  The  (hop  and  the 
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Exchange  had  loft  all  their  de¬ 
lights*  and,  on  the  expiration  of 
his  fervitude,  he  conceived  a  defign 
to  travel  into  foreign  countries,  to 
improve  his  tafte,  and  enlarge  his 
mind. 

In  1716,  having  no  intention 
of  entering  on  buhnels,  he  took 
(hipping  for  Holland,  and  vifited 
moft  of  the  principal  towns  of  the 
United  Provinces,  remaining  ab- 
fent  a  month.  On  his  return,  he 
was  two  years  unemployed  in  Lon¬ 
don  and  its  neighbourhood,  and 
then  went  on  board  a  fhip  bound 
to  Norway,  at  the  invitation  of  a 
gentleman,  who  was  difpofed  to  be 
his  friend,  and  whofe  nephew  was 
mafter  of  the  veffel  in  which  he 
embarked. 

Nothing  materia!  occurred  on 
the  voyage,  and  they  foon  arrived 
at  the  dehgned  port.  A  country 
diversified  with  rocks  of  itupendous 
magnitude,  and  trees  of  unfading 
verdure,  where  fome  of  the  natives 
have  fcarce  experienced  the  arts  ot 
civilization,  could  not  fail  to  af¬ 
ford  novelty,  if  it  did  not  impart 
fatisfaCtion  to  an  Englifhman.  "I  he 
fun,  during  his  flay,  fet  only  to 
rife;  and  few  hours  were  allotted 
to  lleep,  either  by  him  or  his  coni^ 
pany.  Sometimes  he  wandered  on 
the  banks  at  creeks,  the  haunt  of 
fea-fowl,  and  other  rude  birds, 
where  no  articulate  voice  was 
heard;  and,  at  other  feafons,  re¬ 
marked  the  progrefs  of  vegetation 
among  the  hills  ;  and  yet,  fitch  is 
the  force  of  cu ft om  in  the  hitman 
mind,  that  the  rude  inhabitant  has 
no  ambition  to  quit  his  native 
mountains,  clad  with  perpetual 
fnew,  for  the  funny  regions  of 
1  tore  fouthern  latitudes.  Our  au¬ 
thor  frequently  experienced  among 
thefe  illiterate  people  that  hofpi- 
E  4  taijty 
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tality  which  flourifhes  lefs  vigo- 
rouflyin  more  civilized  countries. 

In  his  excurfion  to  Frederick- 
ftadt,  he  was  not  diftant  from  the 
thunder  of  Charles  the  XII  s  can¬ 
non,  who  at  that  time  befieged 
Frederick  (hall :  where  that  unfor¬ 
tunate  monarch  drained  his  laurels 
by  an  ignominious  defeat,  and  was 
deprived  of  his  life  as  well  as  his 
crown. 

He  was  cifappointed  of  vifiting 
that  country  by  this  eircumftabce, 
as  the  Swedifli  army  was  particu¬ 
larly  kftiduous  in  confining  ftrangers, 
and  thofe  who  could  not  give  a 
good  account  of  themfelves  when 
they  happened  to  meet  with  them. 
But,  notwithftanding  all  his  pre¬ 
caution,  he  was  confined  by  the 
Danifth  guard,  who  erroneoufly 
fuppofed  him  a.  fpy  employed  by 
the  enemy  to  obtain  intelligence  of 
their  defigns.  However,  by  pro¬ 
curing  teftimonials  of  his  inno- 
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cence,  a  releafe  was  granted. 

In  July  he  embarked  for  Eng¬ 
land,  but  the  fhip,  on  its  arrival 
at  Scilly,  was  detained  by  contrary 
winds.  During  his  confinement 
here,  his  leifure  time  was  chiefly 
taken  up  with  billing,  and  fuch 
other  amu foments  as  his  fituation 
would  admit  of;  and  he  was  not  a 
little  delighted  with  the  vaft  cliffs 
of  that  romantic  ifland,  and  the 
ha  rib  clamours  of  its  feathered  in¬ 
habitants  Soon  after  his  arrival 
in  London,  he  retired  to  his  native 
place,  where  he  fpent  the  winter : 
but,  being  defirous  of  vifhing 
France,  went  by  way  of  Dieppe  to 
Paris,  in  1719;  and,  having  feen 
its  curiofities  took  a  lodging  in  a 
village  called  Greencourt,  in  the 
great  park  of  Verfai.lles:  but,  to 
his  mortification,  the  menagery, 
at  that  lime,  had  no  living  .crea¬ 


ture  in  it  ;  the  court  not  r eliding 
there  in  the  king’s  minority,  the 
famous  collection  of  animals,  &c. 
had  been  negle&ed,  and  all  dead 
or  difperfed. 

The  pompous  cavalcades,  and 
expofition  of  reliques,  in  the  fe~ 
veral  churches  and  religious  houfes? 
excited  his  attention  ;  and  the  la¬ 
bours  of  the  feuiptor  and  painter,, 
in  the  public  buildings,  claimed 
his  admiration. 

During  his  flay  in  France,  he 
made  two  journies  of  one  hundred 
miles  each;  the  firft  to  Chalons  in 
Champagne,  in  May  1720;  the 
fecond  on  foot  to_  Orleans  and 
Blois,  in  a  difguifed  habit,  with  a 
view  to  efcape  thofe  fans  of  ra~ 
pme,  who  often  make  their  de¬ 
preciations  on  travellers.  An  ediCt 
happened  at  that  time  to  be  un¬ 
fortunately  iiTued,  to  feenre  va¬ 
grants,  in  order  to  tranfport  them 
to  America,  as  the  banks  of  the 
Miffifippi  wanted  population  ;  and 
our  author  narrowly  efcaped  a 
weftern  voyage. 

On  his  arrival  in  England,  Mr. 
Edwards  clofely  purfued  his  fa¬ 
vourite  ftudy  of  natural  hiftory,  ap¬ 
plying  hinifelf  to  drawing  and  co¬ 
louring  Inch  animals  as  fell  under 
his  notice.  A  find  attention  to 
natural,  more  than  piChirefque 
beauty,  claimed  his  eariieft  care: 
birds  firft  engaged  his  particular 
attention  ;  and,  having  purchafed 
fonie  of  the  beft  pi&ures  of  thefe 
fubjeCts  he  was  induced  to  make 
a  few  drawings  of  his  own  ;  which 
were  admired  by  the  curious,  who 
encouraged  our  young  naturalift  to 
proceed,  by  paying  a  good  price 
for  his  early  labour*. 

Among  his  firft  patrons  and  be¬ 
nefactors  may  be  mentioned  James 
Theobalds,  Elq ;  of  Lambeth;  a 
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gentleman  zealous  for  tfi e  promo¬ 
tion  of  fcience.  Our  artift,  thus 
unexpectedly  encouraged,  increafed 
in  (kill  and  aftiduity,  and  procured, 
by  his  application  to  his  favourite 
purfuit,  a  decent  fubfiftence,  and 
a  large  acquaintance.  However, 
he  remitted  his  induftry  in  1731, 
when,  in  company  with  two  of  his 
relations  he  made  an  excurfion  to 
Holland  and  Brabant,  where  he 
collected  feveral  fcarce  books  and 
prints,  and  had  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  examine  the  original  pic¬ 
tures  of  feveral  great  matters  at 
Antwerp,  BrulTels,  Utretchf,  and 
other  great  cities. 

In  December  1733,  by  the  re¬ 
commendation  of  the  great  Sir 
Hans  Sloane,  Bart-  president  of 
the  College  of  Phyficians,  he  was 
chofen  librarian,  and  had  apart¬ 
ments  in  the  college.  This  office 
was  peculiarly  agreeable  to  his 
tafte  and  inclination,  as  he  had 
the  opportunity  of  a  conftant  re- 
courfe  to  a  valuable  library,  filled 
with  fcarce  and  curious  books  on 
the  fubjedts  of  natural  hiltory, 
which  he  fo  affiduoufly  ftudied. 
By  degrees  he  became  one  of  the 
moft  eminent  ornithologies  in  this, 
or  any  other  country.  His  merit 
is  fo  well  known  in  this  refpedt,  as 
to  render  any  eulogium  on  his  per¬ 
formances  unnecelfary:  but  it  may 
be  obferved,  that  he  never  trufted 
to  -  others  what  he  could  perform 
himfelf ;  and  often  found  it  fo 
difficult  to  give  fatisfadtion  to  his 
own  mind,  that  he  frequently 'made 
three  or  four  drawings  to  delineate 
the  objedt  of  its  moft  lively  cha¬ 
racter,  attitude,  and  reprefenta- 
tion. 

I n  1743,  the  firft  volume  of  the 
Hiftory  of  Birds  was  pubiifhed  in 
quarto. 


H  is  fubfcribers  exceeding  even 
his  moft  fanguine  expedition,  si 
fecond  volume  appeared  in  1747. 

The  third  volume  was  pubiifhed 
in  1 750. 

In  1751  the  fourth  volume  came 
from  the  prefs. 

This  volume  being  the  laft  he 
intended  to  publifh  at  that  time, 
he  feems  to  have  confidered  it  as 
the  moft  perfedt  of  his  productions 
in  natural  hiftory,  and  therefore 
devoutly  offered  it  up  to  the  great 
God  of  nature,  in  humble  grati¬ 
tude  for  all  the  good  things  he  had 
received  from  him  in  this  world. 

Our  author,  in  1758,  continued 
his  labours  under  a  new  title,  viz. 
Gleanings  of  Natural  Hiftory. 

\  fecond  volume  of  the  Glean¬ 
ings  was  pubiifhed  in  1760. 

'Fhe  third  part  which  made  the 
feventh  and  laft  volume  of  his 
works,  appeared  in  1764. 

Thus  our  author,  after  a  long 
feries  of  years,  the  moft  ftudious 
application,  and  the  moft  extenfive 
correfpondence  to  every  quarter  of 
the  world,  concluded  a  work  which 
contains  engravings  and  d'efcrip- 
tions  of  more  than  fix  hundred  fub- 
jeCts  in  natural  hiftory,  not  before 
defcribed  or  delineated.  He  like- 
wife  added  a  generical  index  in 
French  and  Englifh,  which  is  now 
perfectly  compleated  with  the  Lin- 
neaean  names,  by  that  great  natu- 
ralift  Linnaeus  himfelf,  who  fre¬ 
quently  honoured  him  with  his 
friendfhip  and  correfpondence. 

Upon  finifhing  the  work,  we 
find  the  following  declaration,  or 
rather  remarkable  petition  of  the 
author,  where  he  feems  afraid  that 
his  paffions  tor  his  favourite  fub- 
jeCt  of  Natural  Hiftory  fliould  get 
the  better  of  nobler  purfuits,  viz. 
the  contemplation  of  his  Maker ; 

“  Mr 


CHARACTERS. 


a 

*  My  petition  to  God  (if  peti¬ 
tions  to  God  are  not  prefumptuous) 
is*  that  he  would  remove  from 
---  me  all  defire  of  purfuing  Na¬ 
tural  Hiftory,  or  any  other  ftudy  ; 
and  infpire  me  with  as  much 
knowledge  of  his  Divine  Nature 
as  my  imperfedt  ftate  is  capable 
of;  that  I  may  conduct  myfelf,  for 
the  remainder  of  my  days*  in  a 
manner  molt  agreeable  to  his  will, 
which  mull  confequentiy  be  moil 
happy  to  myfelf.  What  my  con¬ 
dition  may  be  in  futurity  is  known 
only  to  the  wife  Difpofer  of  all 
things  ;  yet  my  prefent  defires  are 
(perhaps  vain  and  inconfiftent  with 
the  nature  of  things !)  that  I  may 
become  an  intelligent  fpirit,  void 
of  grofs  matter,  gravity  and  levi¬ 
ty,  endowed  with  a  voluntary  mo¬ 
tive  power,  either  to  pierce  infini¬ 
tely  into  bound leis  ethereal  fpace, 
or  into  folid  bodies  j  to  fee  and 
know,  how  the  parts  of  the  great 
Univerfe  are  connected  with  each 
other,  and  by  what  amazing  me* 
chanifm  they  are  put  and  kept  in 
regular  and  perpetual  motion. 
But,  oh  vain  and  daring  presump¬ 
tion  of  thought  !  I  mcff  humbly 
jfubmit ,  my  future  exiftence  to  the 
fupreme  will  of  the  one  Omnipo¬ 
tent  ft 

Some  time  after  Mr.  Edwards 
had  been  appointed  library  keeper 
to  the  Royal  College  of  Pbyficians, 
he  was,  on  St.  Andrew’s  day,  in 
the  year  1750,  prefented  with  an 
honorary  compliment  by  the  Pre- 
fident  and  Council  of  the  Royal 
Society,  with  the  gold  medal,  the 
donation  of  Sir  Godfrey  Copley, 
Bart-  annually  given  on  that  day 
to  the  author  of  any  new  difcovery 
in  art  or  nature,  in  confederation 
of  his  Natural  Hiflory  juft  then 
completed.  A  copy  of  this  medal 
he  had  afterwards  engraved  and 


placed  under  the  general  title  in 
the  firft  volume  of  his  Hiflory. 
He  was  a  few  years  '  afterwards 
elected  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Socie¬ 
ty,  and  of  the  Society  of  Anti¬ 
quaries,  London,  and  alfo  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  many  of  the  Academies  of 
fciences  ard  learning  in  different 
parts  of  Europe.  In  compliment 
to  thefe  honorary  diftin&ions  from 
fuch  learned  bodies,  he  prefenred 
elegant  coloured  copies  of  ail  his 
works,  to  the  Royal  College  of  Phy- 
ficians,  the  Royal  Society,  the  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antiquarians,  and  to  theBri- 
tifhMufeum  ;  alfo  to  (he  Royal  Aca 
demy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  from 
whom  he  received  the  moft  polite 
and  obliging  letter  of  thanks  by 
their  then  Secretary  Monfieur  De» 
fouchy. 

The  nobility  and  gentry  fre¬ 
quently  honoured  him  with  their 
friendfbip  and  generous  fupportj 
and  he  mentions  with  peculiar 
pleafure  being  patron ifed  by  four 
great  men,  who  were  perhaps  the 
greateft  promoters  of  learning* 
fcience,  and  arts,  of  any  in  the 
prelent  age.  Thefe  were  the  late 
Duke  of  Richmood,  Sir  Hans 
Sloane,  Dr.  Mead,  and  Martin 
Folkes,  E  fq. 

His  coile&ion  of  drawings, 
which  amounted  to  upwards  of 
nine  hundred,  were  purchafed  by 
the  Earl  of  Bute,  who  would  con¬ 
fer  a  favour  on  posterity  by  pub! i fil¬ 
ing  engravings  from  rh  m,  as  they 
contain  a  great  number  of  Englifh 
as  well  as  foreign  birds  and  other 
animals  hitherto  not  accurately  de¬ 
lineated  or  deferibed. 

After  the  publication  of  fhe  la  ft 
work,  being  arrived  at  his  70th 
year,  he  found  his  fight  begin  to 
fail,  and  his  hand  loft  its  wonted 
fteadinefs.  He  retired  from  public 
employ  ment  to  a  little  houfe  which 

he 
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he  purchafed  at  PlaitTow  ;  previous 
to  which,  he  difpofed  of  all  the 
copies,  as  well  as  plates,  ot  his 
works.  The  converfation  of  a 
few  feledt  friends,  and  the  perufal 
of  a  few  feledt  books,  were  the 
amufement  of  the  evening  of  his 
life  ;  and  now  and  then  he  made 
an  excuifion  to  fome  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  cities  in  England,  particu¬ 
larly  to  Briftol,  Bath,  Exeter,  and 
Norwich. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  of  a  middle 
ftature,  rather  inclined  to  corpu¬ 
lence :  of  a  liberal  difpofition, 
and  a  chearful  converfation.  All 
his  acquaintance  experienced  his 
benevolent  temper,  and  his  poor 
neighbours  frequently  partook  of 
his  bounty. 

His  diffidence  and  humility  were 
always  apparent,  and  to  perlons 
who  had  a  tafte  for  ftudies  conge¬ 
nial  to  his  own  he  was  a  mod  en¬ 
tertaining  as  W'ell  as  communica¬ 
tive  companion. 

Some  years  before  his  death  the 
alarming  depredations  of  a  cancer. 


which  baffled  all  the  efforts  of  phy- 
fical  (kill,  deprived  him  of  the 
fight  of  one  of  his  eyes:  he  aifo 
fuffered  much  from  the  ftone,  a 
complaint  to  which  at  different  pe¬ 
riods  of  life  he  had  been  fubjedt. 
Yet  it  has  been  remarked,  that  in 
the  fevereft  paroxifms  of  mifery  he 
was  fcarcely  known  to  utter  a 
fingle  complaint. 

Having  completed  his  Both 
year,  emaciated  with  age  and  fick- 
nefs,  he  died  on  the  23d  of  July 
1773,  defervedly  lamented  by  a 
numerous  acquaintance.  He  left 
two  lifters,  to  whom  he  bequeath¬ 
ed  the  fortune  acquired  by  afil- 
duous  application  to  his  favourite 
purfuits  :  they  died  lately,  within 
a  few  hours  of  each  other,  and 
were  buried  together. 

His  remains  were  interred  in 
the  church-yard  of  Weftham,  his 
native  parifli,  where  his  executors 
have  eredted  a  ftone,  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  infcripiion,  to  perpetuate 
to  posterity  his  (kill  as  an  artifi  ; 
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Here  lies  interred 

The  Body  of  GEO.  EDWARDS,  Efq;  F.  R.  S. 

Who  departed  this  Life  the  23d  Day  of  July,  17 73- 

Aged  81  Years ; 

Formerly  Librarian 

To  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians. 

In  which  Capacity, 

As  well  as  in  private  Life, 

He  was  univerlally 
And  defervedly  efteemed. 

His  NATURAL  HISTORY  of  BIRDS 
Will  remain 

A  lafting  Monument  of  his  Knowledge 
And  Ingenuity, 

Some 
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Some  Account  of  the  Death,  & c.  of 
the  Abbe  Lawrence  Ricci,  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Jefuits,  at  the  time 
of  their  dijfoluiion  ;  with  an  au¬ 
thentic  copy  of  a  declaration ,  left 
by  him  in  writing ,  concerning  the 
Crimes  imputed  to  him) elf  and  his 
Order  ;  code  died  from  Letters 
written  from  Rome,  upon  that 
Occajion. 

LAWRENCE  Ricci  was  born 
at  Florence,  the  2d  of  Au- 
guft,  1703,  of  an  iiluflrious  fa¬ 
mily:  he  entered  into  the  Society 
of  Jefus  in  the  year  1  720,  and  was 
made  General  of  it  on  the  21ft  of 
May  1758.  After  the  deftru&ion 
of  the  fociety,  he  was  fent  pri- 
foner  to  the  caftle  ot  St.  Angelo, 
on  the  22d  of  September  177 3, 
where  death  put  an  end  to  his  buf¬ 
fering  life. 

Hss  laft  illnefs  was  blit  of  a  few 
days:  the  eighth  was  the  1  a  It  of 
pain  and  life,  loaded  with  a 
weight  of  years,  rendered  more 
weighty  by  many  heavy  croffes, 
and  by  a  variety  and  long  leries 
of  afflictions  1  with  accumulated 
woe  on  the  latter  period  of  them,  by 
the  fupprellion  of  his  order  ;  by 
the  calumnies  call  on  it  and  him- 
felf ;  by  the  imprifonrhent  of  his 
own  per fon,  and  a  long,  painful, 
and  clofe  confinement,  elpecialiy 
for  the  firft  eighteen  months  of  it  ; 
•—-under  this  complication  of  years 
and  borrows,  he  was  little  able  to 
fupport  a  violent  attack  of  an  in¬ 
flammatory  fever.  The  Jeiief  and 
fuccours  which  his  Holinefs  vouch- 
fafed  to  afford  him  in  his  lick 
Rate,  by  giving  in  charge  to  his 
own  Phyllcian  Dodor  Sa.llicetti, 
to  leave  no  endeavours  untried  for 
his  recovery,  were  with  out -effect 


Bleeding  was  repeated  to  the  fourth 
time,  and  blithers  were  applied,) 
but  it  foon  appeared  that  all  means 
to  fave  his  life  were  unavailing. 

The  firft  fymptoms  of  his  diff 
eafe  difcovered  tbemfelves  on 
Thurfday  evening,  November  16. 
After  having  taken  his  walk,  ac¬ 
cording  to  his  quftom,  on  the  ter¬ 
ras  of  the  caftle,  on  his  return  to 
his  apartment  he  was  feized  with  a 
chilnefs  and  a  cold,  which  imme¬ 
diately  became  very  violent.  The 
fever  foon  increafed  upon  him. 
On  Saturday  evening  his  life  was 
judged  to  be  in  danger  ;  and,  on 
the  Friday  following,  the  24th  of 
November,  a  little  after  noon,  at 
a  time  when  all  oppofition  to  his 
enlargement  feemed  to  be  re¬ 
moved,  he  fweetiy  gave  up  his 
foul  to  his  redeemer  at  the  age 
or  feventy~two  years,  three  months 
and  twenty-two  days,  having  liv¬ 
ed  fifty-five  years,  three  months, 
and  fix  days  in  religion.  It  had 
been  his  requeft,  that  the  crucifix, 
which  he  always  carried  about 
him.  Thou  Id  be  delivered  to  his 
nephew  ;  that  his  little  wardrobe 
fhould  be  diftributed,  by  way  of 
fome  fmall  recompence  to  thofe 
who  had  ferved  him  *  and  that  he 
fhould  be  burled  at  the  late  pro- 
feffed  houfe  of  the  Jefuits. 

He  retained  his  fenfes  to  the 
laft  ,•  and  bore  the  pains  of  his  ill¬ 
nefs,  as  he  had  done  all  the  afflic¬ 
tions  of  body  and  mind,  of  which 
the  many  and  great  injuries  and 
aff  ronts  offered  to  himfelf  and  his 
order,  particular  by  a  long  and  clofe 
confinement,  mu  ft  have  been  pro¬ 
ductive,  with  the  g'reateft  patience 
and  refignation  Before  he  took 
the  facrament,  which  as  well 
the  extreme-undtion  he  called  for 
with  the  greateft  fervour,  and  re¬ 
ceived 
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ceived  with  the  greateft  devotion, 
judging  he  ought  not  to  be  want¬ 
ing  to  himfelf,  by  a  folemn  de¬ 
claration  of  his  own  innocence, 
and  that  of  his  order,  which  he 
had  governed  for  the  lpace  of  i  5 
years,  he  began  to  fpeak,  as  fol¬ 
lows,  in  the  prefence  of  the  Vice- 
governor  of  the  caftle  of  St.  An¬ 
gelo,  his  Secretary  Don  Giovanni, 
Abbe  Orlandi,  a  ferjeant,  and  a 
corporal,  the  apothecary,  the  do- 
meftics  of  the  governor  Camillo 
and  Pietruccio,  nine  foldiers  and 
galley  flaves  (all  whofe  names  we 
could  mention),  who  had  accom¬ 
panied  the  facrament  into  his 
apartment  :  “  That  he  fincerely 
pardoned  all  thofe  who  had  been 
inftrumental  in  the  deflrudlion  of 
the  fociety  : — He  did  not  omit  to 
pray  particularly  for  thofe  who 
had  reduced  him  to  this  Rate  of 
inability  and  fufferings,  and  to 
implore  the  bleffing  of  heaven  on 
them  After  which,  railing  his 
voice,  and  with  a  remarkable  firm 
tone,  he  faid,  “  that  in  the  pre¬ 
fence  of  God,  whom  he  adored  in 
hisauguft  facrament,  and  by  whom 
fhortly  he  was  going  to  be  judg¬ 
ed,  he  declared  to  the  whole  world 
that  he  was  entirely  innocent  of 
all  that  had  been  laid  to  his 
charge,  and  of  whatever  might 
have  contributed  to  the  deftrudtion 
of  the  Society  entrufted  to  his 
care,  or  to  his  own  perfonal  im- 
prifonment.  He  thanked  god  for 
withdrawing  him  from  this  world, 
and  hoped  that  his  death  would 
procure  fome  alleviation  to  thofe 
who  fuffered  with  him  in  the  fame 
caufe.” 

During  his  illnefs,  feveral  car¬ 
dinals  fent  constantly  to  enquire 
after  his  health  ;  and  the  Pope, 
on  fending  him  his  apoftolical  bp: 


nedidtion,  accompanied  it  with  the 
mod;  tender  and  p  .ternal  expref- 
fions. 

All  thofe  who  were  prefent  at 
the  death  of  this  late  and  'ad  Ge¬ 
neral  of  the  Society  of  Jefus,  (in¬ 
deed,  we  may  fay  all  Rome,  as 
they  were  not  ignorant  of  tlie  cir- 
cumftances)  and  even  to  the  gal- 
ley-ftaves  of  the  caftle,  all  conceiv¬ 
ed  the  greateft  veneration  for  his 
memory,  and  ali  look  on  his  death 
as  precious  in  the  fight  of  God. 
Dr.  Sallicetti  declared  openly,  that 
he  had  been  prefent  at  the  deaths 
of  many  perfons  in  repute  for 
piety  and  virtue,  but  that  he  had 
never  been  witnefs  to  fuch  fenti- 
ments  as  thofe  he  had  juft  been 
prefent  at. 

The  Pope  gave  orders  to  Car¬ 
dinal  Corfini  for  the  funeral  of 
Abbd  Ricci  ;  and  the  will  of  his 
Holinefs  was,  that  all  fhould  be 
done  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  fubjedt,  and  that  his  body 
fhould  be  depofited  in  the  vault  of 
the  church  of  Jefus,  near  the  other 
Generals  of  the  Society  his  pre-i 
decefiors. 

Accordingly  the  national  church 
of  Florence  was  hung  with  black, 
and  on  Saturday,  November  the 
2,5th,  two  hours  after  fun-fet,  the 
corpfe  was  conveyed  in  a  coach 
attended  by  four  flambeaux,  and 
followed  by  another  coach,  to  the 
faid  church,  where,  on  the  morn¬ 
ing  of  the  day  following,  veiled 
in  his  lacerdotal  habits,  he  was 
expoled  on  a  lofty  bed  of  Rate, 
round  which  were  burning  thirty 
grand  tapers. 

During  this  whole  morning, 
which  was  Sunday  Nov.  26th, 
there  was  an  extraordinary  con- 
courfe  of  people  to  this  church, 
pf  all  forts  and  conditions.  Mafs 
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was  continued  to  be  faid  at  all  the 
altars  till  noon.  The  funeral  fer- 
vice  was  celebrated  with  great  de¬ 
cency  and  folemnity,  by  the  clergy 
who  ferve  that  parifh.  The  throng 
of  people  did  not  difcontinue,  and 
many  gave  tokens  of  great  vene¬ 
ration  and  tender  affection,  though 
curiofitv  perhaps  was  the  chief 
motive  that  firll  led  them  thither, 

I  mu  ft  not  pafs  over  in  fiience 
one  remarkable  token  of  refpedt 
given  by  the  Bifhop  of  Comma- 
chio.  This  worthy  prelate,  who 
is  in  equal  repute  tor  ptety  and 
learning,  the  fame  who  had  lately 
entered  Rome  barefoot  at  the  head 
of  many  of  his  clergy,  came  alio 
to  the  Florentine  church,  and 
placing  himfelf  on  his  knees  near 
the  Catafalque,  He  hi  id,  With  a  voice 
loud  enough  to  be  heard  by  many, 
that  4 4  he  did  not  come  to  pray 
for  the  foul  of  the  decea  fed,  but 
to  fblicit  the  credit  of  that  fingu- 
larly  juft  man,  whom  he  regirded 
as  a  predeftinated  foul,  and  as  a 
martyr.”  Many  others  feemed  to 
think  the  fame,  without  daring  to 
declare  their  fentiments  id  openly. 
Inciting  this  pail  age,  1  have  no¬ 
thing  in  view  but  to  Ihew  the  high 
eifeem  his  virtue  was  held  in,  and 
the  homage  paid  to  it. 

At  mid-day  the  church  was  flint, 
and  the  corpfe  withdrawn  from  the 
light  of  the  people.  It  was  removed 
into  the  facriily,  where  no  one  was  ' 
allowed  to  enter.  7  owards  mid¬ 
night  it  was  put  into  -  the  fame 
coach  that  had  brought  it  thither, 
followed  alfo  by  the  fecond,  and 
conveyed  with  lighted  torches  to 
the  chinch  of  the  Jefuits,  where 
every  thing  was  ready  for  the  bu¬ 
rial,  according  to  the  Pope’s  or¬ 
ders,  and  the  requeft  of  the  ve¬ 
nerable  old  man.  The  prefident 
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of  the  houfe  faid  the  prayers  of 
the  church  over  the  corpfe,  before 
it  was  let  down  in  the  vault. 
The  body  was  then  put  into  a  cof¬ 
fin,  which  was  placed  on  the  fide 
of  his  predecelfors  Centurioni  and 
Vifconti,  in  quality  of  Gene¬ 
ral  of  the, Society  of  Jefus.  To 
ferve  by  way  of  epitaph,  a  fcroll 
of  parchment  was  fixed  to  the  coT 
fin,  on  which  were  written  his  name, 
his  age,  the  time  and  place  of  his 
death,  and  the  number  of  years 
he  had  been  General  oi  his  order. 

Such  was  the  end  of  this,  the 
eighteenth  and  baft  General  of  the 
Jefuits.  Some  time  before  his 
death,  he  had  the  precaution  to 
draw  up,  write  himfefi,  and  fign 
with  his  own  hand,  a  declaration 
of  his  own  and  his  order’s  inno¬ 
cence  ;  left  his  left  Hinefs  fhouid 
prevent  his  Vindicating  both  by 
word  of  mouth  5  and  he  then  en- 
trufted  this  declaration  to  one  of 
the  foldiers  of  the  callle,  on  whofe 
fidelity  he  thought  he  could  heft 
rely,  and  who  in  effect  difeharged 
■  his  trull  faithfully. 

'  This  authentic  piece  is  prefer- 
ved  with  great  care,  and  from  this 
original  is  drawn  the  Italian  copy, 
from  whence  are  taken  the  French 
and  Englifh  tranflations. 

It|  feems  impoffible  to  cal!  in 
quell  ion  the  authenticity  of  this 
piece  ;  for  the  characters  and  fig- 
nature  of  his  hand  cannot  but  be 
known,  and  they  mav  be  confront¬ 
ed  with  many  of  his  letters,  forne 
of  which  no  doubt  are  ftill  in 
being. 

An  Authentic  Copy  of  the  Protefa - 

tion  %vhich  Able  Lawrence  Ricci 

left  at  his  Death. 

t£  THE  uncertainty  of  the  time 
when  it  will  pleafe  Almighty  God 

to 
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to  call  me  to  himfelf,  and  the  cer¬ 
tainty  that  this  time  is  not  far  dif- 
tant,  confidering  my  advanced 
age,  the  multitude,  the  long  du¬ 
ration,  and  weight  of  my  fuffer- 
ings,  warn  me  to  be  before-hand 
in  the  difcharge  of  every  duty  I 

think  incumbent  on  me; - and 

this  precaution  is  the  more  necef- 
fary,  as  it  may  eafily  happen'  that 
my  laft  fieknefs  may  difable  me 
from  doing  i.t  at  the  time  ofiny 
death. 

Therefore  confidering  myfelf  as 
at  this  inftant  going  to  appear  be¬ 
fore  the  tribunal  of  infallible 
truth  and  juftice,  fuch  as  is  the 
foie  tribunal  of  God  ; — after  long 
and  mature  reflection  ;  and  after 
having  humbly  prayed  to  niy  moft 
merciful  Redeemer  and  awful 
Judge,  not  to  permit  me,  efpe- 
cially  in  this  my  la  ft  aft  and  deed 
of  iny  life,  to  be  led  away,  or  in¬ 
fluenced  by  paflion,  or  by  any  bit- 
ternefs  of  heart  and  mind,  or  by 
any  other  vicious  end  or  motive  ; 
but  purely  becaufe  I  judge  it  my 
duty  to  render  juftice  to  truth  and 
innocence  ; — I  make  the  two  fol¬ 
lowing  declarations  and  protefta- 
tions  ; 

Firft,  I  declare  and  proteft,That 
the  Society  of  Jefus,  now  extinft, 
has  not  given  any  caufe  for  its 
own  fuppreftion.  This  1  declare 
and  proteft  with  that  moral  cer¬ 
tainty  which  a  fuperior  can  have 
who  is  well  informed  of  what 
paffes  in  his  order- 

Secondly,  I  declare  and  proteft. 
That  I  have  not  given  the  leaft 
occafion  towards  my  own  impri- 
fonment.  This  I  declare  and  pror 
toft  with  that  great  certainty  and 
evidence  which  each  one  has  in  the 
confcioufnefs  of  hisxown  aftions. 
My  only  motive  for  making  this 


63 

fecond  proteftation  is,  becaufe  I 
judge  it  necefthry  for  the  credit  of 
the  Society  of  Jefus,  now  extinft, 
of  which  I  was  General. 

But  my  intention  is  not,  that, 
in  confequence  of  thefe  two  pro- 
teftations,  any  of  thofe  ftiould  be 
judged  guilty  in  the  fight  of  God, 
who  have  brought  thefe  difafters 
on  the  Society  and  myfelf :  I  iliali 
religioufly  abftain  from  pafting  any 
fuch  like  judgments.  The  views 
of  the  mind  of  man,  and  the  af¬ 
fections  of  his  heart  are  known  by 
God.  He  alone  fees  the  eirors  of 
the  human  underftanding,  and 
difeerns  how  far  they  are  ex- 
cufable.  He  alone  penetrates  the 
views  which  fet  man  on  aftion, 
and  the  fpirit  with  which  he  afts  ; 

- the  affeftions  and  inclinations 

of  the  heart  which  accompany  the 
aCtion,  and  from  whence  depends 
the  reCtitude  or  culpability  of  the 
exterior  aCtion  ;  confequently,  I 
leave  all  judgment  to  him,  who 
•vjil!  examine  the  'works  of  men ,  and 
fearch  out  their  thoughts.  (Book  of 
Wifdom,  ch.  vi.  ver.  4.) 

And,  not  to  be  wanting  to  my 
duty  as  a  chriftian,  I  proteft,  that, 
with  the  divine  afliftance,  I  have 
always  pardoned,  and  that  I  do 
now  fincerely  pardon,  all  thofe 
who  have  perfected  me,  firft  by 
their  perfection  of  the  Society  of 
Jefus,  and  the  many  barftiips 
they  caufed  individuals,  ruy  late 

fubjefts,  to  undergo - then  by 

the  fuppreftion  and  extinction  of  it 
and  by  what  foon  followed, 
my  imprifonment,  with  all  the  fuf- 
ferings  that  have  attended  it.  and 
bv  the  injuries  done  to  my  reputa¬ 
tion  : -  thefe  are  known  rafts, 

and  notorious  to  the  whole  world. 
I  pray  the  Lord  out  of  his  pure 
bounty  and  goodnefs,  and  out  of 

the 
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the  infinite  merits  of  Jefus  Cbrift 
his  Son,  firft  to  pardon  my  own 
innumerable  fins  j  and  next  to 
pardon  the  authors  and  inftruments 
of  thofe  Ioffes  which  I  have  fuf- 
tained,  and  thofe  fufferings  I  have 
undergone,  in  conjunction  with 
the  whole  body  of  which  I  was 
head— —and  I  defife  to  die  with 
this  prayer  and  thefe  fentiments  in 
my  heart. 

LaftSv,  I  pray  and  intreat  all 
thofe  into  whofe  hands  this  my 
declaration  and  protefration  may 
fall,  char,  they  will  make  it  public 
to  the  world,  as  much  as  may  be. 

I  crave  the  performance  of  this  my 
laft  requeft  by  all  the  claims  of 
human  benevolence,  ofjuftice,  and 
of  Chriftjan  charity  ;  and  a  claim 
grounded  on  fuch  titles  cannot  but 
be  perfuafive  to  every  one  to  com¬ 
ply  With  this  my  earned  will  and 
defire. 

(Signed)  Lawrence  Ricci  ” 

(in  his  own  hand). 


Picture  of  London  and  its  Inhabi¬ 
tants ,  iff c.  by  the  Abbe  Raynal. 
From  his  Piiilofopnical  and  Po¬ 
litical  Hiftory  of  the  Settlements 
and  Trade  of  the  Europeans 
in  the  Eaft  and  Weft- Indies, 
&c. 

kind  of  monopoly  which 
JL  fome,  merchants  exercife  in 
the  Britifh  iflands,  is  praCtifed  by 
the  capital  of  the  mother-country, 
with  regard  to  the  provinces.  It 
is  aimed  exclufively  to  London 
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that  all  the  produce  of  the  colo¬ 
nies  is  fent.  It  is  in  London  that 
mod  of  the  owners  of  this  produce 
refide.  It  is  in  L.ondon  that  the 
profit  arifing  from  it  isfpent.  The 
reft  of  the  nation  is  but  very  indi¬ 
rectly  concerned  in  it. 

But  London  is  the  fineft  port  in 
England.  It  is  here  that  fillips  are 
built,  and  manufactures  are  carried 
on.  London  fur  nifties  feamen  for 
navigation,  and  hands  for  com¬ 
merce.  It  ftands  in  a  temperate, 
fruitful  and  central  countv.  Every 
thing  has  a  free  palfage  in  and 
cut  of  it.  It  may  be  truly  faid  to 
be  the  heart  of  the  body  politic 
from  its  local  fituation.  It  is  not 
of  an  enormous  fize,  though  like 
ail  other  capitals,  it  is  rather  too 
large  ;  it  is  not  a  head  of  clay, 
that  wants  to  domineer  over  a  co- 
loftus  of  gold.  That  city  is  not 
filled  with  proud  and  idle  men, 
who  only  incumber  and  opprefs  a 
laborious  people.  It  is  the  refort 
of  all  the  merchants  :  the  feat  of 
the  national  affembiy,  There  the 
king’s  palace  is  neither  vaft  nor 
empty.  He  reigns  in  it  by  his  en¬ 
livening  prefence.  There  the  fe- 
nate  diClates  the  law  agreeable 
to  the  fenfe  of  the  people  it  repre- 
fents.  It  neither  fears  the  eye  of 
the  monarch,  nor  the  frowns  of  the 
miniftry.  London  has  not  arrived 
to  its  prefent  greatnefs  by  the 
influence  of  government,  which 
ftrains  and  over-rules  all  natural 
caufes  j  but  by  the  ordinary  im- 
pulfe  of  men  and  things,  and  by 
a  kind  of  attraction  of  commerce. 
It  is  the  fea,  it  is  England,  it  is 
the  whole  world,  that  makes  Lon¬ 
don  rich  and  populous. 
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An  Account  of  fome  curious  Articles 
in  the  Abbe  Rozier’j  Fifth  V 5-  * 
lume  of  Qbfervations  fur  la  Phy- 
fiquc,  &c.  or  Obfervations  in 
Natural  Philofophy,  Natural 
Hiftory,  and  the  Arts,  publijhed 
in  Paris,  relating  to  various  Ex¬ 
periments  lately  made  in  Prance, 
to  afcertain  the  Truth  of  Sir  Ifaac 
Newton’*  Dottrine ,  concerning 
the  Difference  in  the  Gravitation 
of  Bodies  tovoards  the  Earthy  at 
different  Di fiances  both  above  and 
belocw  the  Surface. 

Article  the  Fi  rst. 

The  Judgment  of  certain  impartial 
and  difpaffionate  Philofophers  on 
feventeen  Experiments  made  during 
the  Courfe  of  tvoo  Tears  and  a 
halfy  &c-  vohich  prove ,  that  Bo¬ 
dies  acquire <2«Increafe  of  Weight 
on  being  raifed  to  Heights  above 
the  Surface  of  the  Earth. 

HE  Newtonian  Syftem  of  at¬ 
traction,  or  rather  that  par¬ 
ticular  branch  of  it  that  relates  to 
the  gravitating  principle  by  which 
bodies  tend  to  the  earth,  has  lately 
undergone,  in  France  and  eife- 
where,  a  fcrupulous  and  fevere 
examen.  According  to  that  theory, 
the  truth  of  which  has  been  con¬ 
firmed  by  every  phenomenon  in 
the  whole  planetary  fyftem,  that 
bears  relation  to  it,  bodies  gravi- 
Vol.  XIX.  177 6. 
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fate  towards  the  centre  of  the  earth, 
in  an  inverfe  ratio  of  the  fquare  ot 
the  diftance-  In  confequence  of 
this  law,  it  is  evident,  that  the 
weight  of  bodies  ought  to  dimimih 
in  proportion  as  they  recede  from, 
the  earth’s  fur  face.  Father  Ber- 
tier,  however,  and  feveral  other 
philofophers  affirm,  that  this  pro¬ 
portion  is  contradicted  by  the 
experiments  lately  made  by  them. 
The  trials  on  which  they  ground 
their  affertion,  are  of  a  funilar 
nature  to  fome  that  were  made  in 
this  country,  in  the  lafl  century, 
by  certain  members  of  the  royal 
fociety  i  who  very  judicioufly  in¬ 
ferred  from  them,  that  this  mode  of 
trial  was  not  adequate  to  the  folu- 
tion  of  the  queftion.  In  relating 
the  moft  effential  particulars  of 
one  of  the  experiments  made  by 
thefe  new  An  ti- Nevuto  nians,  we 
fhail  convey  to  our  philofophical 
readers  fome  idea  of  the  manner 
in  which  they  have,  in  general, 
been  executed. 

A  ftrong  and  accurate  balance, 
which  would  fupport  a  weight  of 
3000  pounds,  and  which  would 
turn  on  the  addition  of  a  fingle 
ounce  weight  in  either  of  the  ba- 
fons,  was  fixed  within  the  fteeple 
of  a  church,  at  the  height  of  170 
feet  from  the  pavement.  The  ba¬ 
lance  was  fo  conftrutted,  that  af¬ 
ter  loading  each  baton,  above, 
F  with 
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Vvith  a  weight  of  1120  pounds,  fo 
as  to  make  a  perfect  equilibrium  ; 

\  the  weight  rn  one  fide  could  be 
lowered,  and  placed  in  a  fecond 
bafon,  attached  to  the  fame  fide 
by  means  of  a  rope,  fo  as  nearly 
to  reach  the  pavement  of  the 
church.  In  feme  of  the  experi¬ 
ments,  ftrong  iron  wire  was  em¬ 
ployed  inftead  of  the  rope.  When 
this  weight,  which  had,  above, 
been  in  equilibria  with  that  in  the 
oppofite  bafon,  had  been  thus 
brought  170  feet  nearer  the  fur- 
face  of  the  earth  ;  the  equilibrium 
we  are  told,  was  deftroyed,  and, 
Inftead  of  preponderating,  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  fituation,  it  rofe  ; 
fo  that  it  was  neceffary  to 
'  add  to  the  weight  in  this  lower 
feale.  Weobferve,  however,  that 
one  ounce  and  fix  drachms  were 
found  fufficient  to  reftore  the  equi¬ 
librium  ;  and  that  the  balance 
might  be  made  to  incline  either 
to  the  one  fide  or  the  other,  on  the 
addition  of  another  ounce  to  ei¬ 
ther  of  the  bafons. 

The  reader  is  not  to  confider 
this  particular  experiment  as  one 
of  the  moft  favourable  to  the  esufe 
of  the  Anti-attrabHonaires .  We 
relate  it.  chiefly  to  flhew  the  grounds 
on  which  they  found  their  ebiee- 
tions  to  the  Newtonian  fyflem  of 
attraction,  and  the  method  by 
which  they  endeavour  to  fupport 
them;  obferving  only,  that  in  the 
many  other  experiments  of  the  fame 
kind,  related  in  this  and  other 
numbers  of  M.  Rower’s  work, 
the  refults  have  been,  at  different 
times,  more  or  lefs  favourable  to 
their  hypothefis. 

We  fhali  next  attend  to  the  ex¬ 
periments  and  reafenings  of  the 
oppofite  party,  who  fupport  the 
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doctrine  of  attraction,  principally 
collected  from  the  following  ar¬ 
ticle. 

Article  the  Second. 

A  Memoir ,  indicating  the  different 
Caufes  which  may  accidentally 
change  the  apparent  effebls  of  the 
Gravity  of  Bodies ,  placed  at  un¬ 
equal  Heights  :  read  before  the 
Academy  oj  Dijon. 

THE  balance  that  was  ufed  in 
the  experiments  related  in  this  Me¬ 
moir,  would  carry  25 o  pounds  in 
each  bafon  ;  and  was  fo  fenfible, 
that  when  it  was  loaded  with  this 
weight,  it  would  turn  on  the  addi¬ 
tion  of  half  a  drachm.  The  ex¬ 
periments  were  made  in  the  tower 
of  a  church,  at  the  height  of  120 
feet.  They  were  conducted  nearly 
in  the  fame  manner  as  the  prece¬ 
ding,  and  with  a  fCrupulous  at¬ 
tention  to  every  circumftance  that 
might  influence  the  refults.  Baro¬ 
meters  and  thermometers,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  were  placed  both  above 
and  below.  In  the  firft  experi¬ 
ment,  the  balance,  containing  on 
each  fide  200  pounds,  including 
the  weight  of  a  long  rope  in  one 
of  the  bafons,  being  in  perfeCt 
equilibrium  ;  this  laft  mentioned 
bafon  was  letdown  120  feet  be¬ 
low  its  former  ftation,  fufpended 
by  the  rope  above-mentioned.  At 
firft,  the  equilibrium  was  fonie- 
what  difturbed  by  the  ofcillations 
of  this  lower  bafon  ;  fo  that  it 
was  found  neceffary  to  add  two 
drachms  to  the  upper  weight,  to 
render  the  balance  even.  This 
motion,  however  at  length  cea- 
fing,  it  was  found  requifite  to  take 
cut  this  final!  additional  weight  ; 
and  then  the  fuperior  and  inferior 

weights 
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weights  were  obfeived  to  equi¬ 
ponderate,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
when  they  had  both  been  fufpend- 
ed  at  the  fuperior  ftation. 

As  the  d e nfi ty  of  the  air  is 
greater  near  the  furface  of  the 
earth  than  at  different  heights 
above  it,  the  author  of  this  Me¬ 
moir  calculates,  from  data  furnifh- 
ed  by  other  experiments  here  men¬ 
tioned,  the  quantity  of  the  effedt 
which  this  difference  muft  produce 
in  the  apparent  gravity  of  the  up¬ 
per  and  lower  weights  ;  which 
were  each  of  caft  iron,  and  equal 
to  two-fifths  of  a  cubic  foot.  From 
his  calculations  it  appears,  that,  in 
confequence  of  the  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  denfity,  or  weight,  of 
two-fifths  of  a  cubic  foot  of  air  at 
the  earth’s  furface,  difplaced  by 
the  lower,  weight,  and  that  of  an 
equal  bulk  of  the  fame  fluid  dif¬ 
placed  by  the  uppe,r  weights,  the 
lower  weight  ought  to  weigh  52 
grains  and  three-fifths  lefs  than  the 
upper.  On  the  other  hand,  he 
calculates  the  increafe  of  gravity 
which,  according  to  the  Newto¬ 
nian  fyftem,  the  lower  weighl 
ought  to  have  acquired,  in  conle- 
quence  of  its  greater  proximity  to 
the  furface.  Eftimating the femidia- 
meter  of  the  earth  to  be  3,268,965 
toifes,  he  obferves,  that  the  force 
with  which  the  lower  weights  were 
attradled,  is  to  that  which,  aded 
on  the  upper  ones,  placed  20  toifes 
higher,  and  confeqtiently  diflant 
3,268,985  toifes  from  the  earth’s 
centre,  as  the  fquare  of  the  laft 
number  is  to  that  of  the  firft  ;  and 
finds  that,  on  this  account,  the 
lower  weights  ought  to  have  ac¬ 
quired  an  increafe  of  gravity  equal 
only  to  22|  grains. 

As  the  lower  weights  therefore 
ought  to  have  loft  52  grains  and 


67 

three-fifths,  in  confequence  of  the 
denfity  or  the  air  ;  and,  on  the 
contrary,  ,to  have  acquired  224- 
grains,  in  confequence  of  attrac¬ 
tion  ;  there  remains  only  a  diffe¬ 
rence  of  30  grains  and  one-tenth, 
which  is  too  inconflderable  a  quan¬ 
tity  to  be  rendered  fenfible  in  a 
balance  loaded  'with  500  weight. 

In  the  fecond experiment  the  re¬ 
buffs  were  fimilar,  as  likewife  in  a 
third,  in  which  iron  wire  was  fub- 
ftituted  for  the  rope.  In  a  fourth, 
on  ufing  a  counterpoife,  confiding 
of  dry  wooden  billets,  inftead  of 
the  metal  weights,  and  which  were 
firft  perfectly  poifed  above  ;  the 
billets  evidently  loft  weight,  on 
being  let  down  to  within  a  fmall 
diftance  from  the  pavement  ;  fo- 
t ha t  it  was  found  neceffary  to  take 
away  feven  drachms  from  the  up¬ 
per  bafon  to  reftore  the  equili¬ 
brium.  This  experiment  is  pre- 
fented  as  offering  an  equivocal 
proof  of  the  influence  of  the  fupe- 
rior  denfity  cf  the  air,  at  the  lower 
ftation,  in  diminifhing  the  rela¬ 
tive  gravity  of  bodies  weighed  in 
it.  Infadt,  it  appears  from  cal¬ 
culation,  that  the  voluminous 
wooden  counterpoife  above-men¬ 
tioned  ought  to  have  loft  nearly 
this  quantity  of  its  weight,  in 
confequence  of  the  fuperior  denfity 
of  the  medium  in  which  it  was 
fufpended,  independent  of  any 
other  caufe. 

Article  the  Third. 

Experiments  on  the  Weight  ofi Bodies 
at  different  difiances  from  the 
Centre  ofi  the  Earth ,  made  in 
the  Mines  ofi  Montrelay  tn  Bri- 
tany.  By  the  Chevalier  de  Do- 
iomieu,  &c. 
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THESE  experiments,  which 
likewife  relate  to  the  preceding 
queftion,  were  made  in  a  different 
order.  The  fcales  were  Fixed  on 
the  furface  of  the  earth,  and  after 
procuring  an  exadt  equilibrium  be¬ 
tween  the  oppofite  weights  in  that 
fituation,  thofe  contained  in  one 
of  the  bafons  were  let  down  to  the 
depths  of  114  and  190  yards, 
into  a  coal  mine.  Sometimes  the 
undermoff  weight  preponderated, 
but  more  Frequently  the  fuperior. 
The  quantity  however,  in  either 
cafe,  was  fo  fmall,  that  the  au¬ 
thor  very  properly  concludes,  from 
the  refults  both  of  his  own  and 
the  many  other  experiments  that 
have  lately  been  made  on  this  fub- 
jedt,  that  they  are  infufficient  to 
determine  the  queftion.  In  this 
opinion  we  readily  concur  with 
him  ;  nor  fhould  we  have  taken  fo 
much  notice  of  the  fubjedt,  were 
not  the  queftion  itfeif  of  great  im¬ 
portance,  and  had  it  not  likewife 
been  fo  very  extensively  and  warm¬ 
ly  litigated,  of  late,  among  our 
neighbours  on  the  continent.  The 
experiments  which  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  in  fupport  of  the  theory  of 
gravitation  have  indeed  the  merit  of 
evincing  the  feeblenefs  of  this  late 
attack  upon  it;  but  nothing  further 
is  or  can  be  determined  from 
them:  nor  does  the  Newtonian 
fyftem  ftand  in  need  of  fuch  feeble 
fupports. — Non  tali  auxilio ,  necde- 
fenforibus  iflis ,  &c.  [ Monthly  Re- 
viezv.] 


Sub  fiance  of  tzvo  curious  Articles  in 
the  fecond Part  of  the  fixty- fifth  Vo¬ 
lume  of  the  Pliilofophicai  Tran- 
fadtions,  being  that  for  the  Year 


1  775  ;  viz.  the forty -eighth ,  be¬ 
ing  A  Propofal  for  meafuring 
the  Attradlion  of  fome  Hills  in 
this  Kingdom  by  aftronomical 
Obfervations  ;  by  the  Rev.  Nevil 
iVlafkelyne,  D,  D.  F.  R.  S.  and 
AJlronomer  Royal  ;  and  the  forty- 
ninth ,  being  An  Account  of  Ob¬ 
fervations  made  in  Scotland  on 
the  Mountain  of  Schehallien,  (at 
his  Maje fly's  Expence )  for  find¬ 
ing  its  Attradlion  ;  by  the  fame 
Gentleman. 

•  \ 

THESE  two  articles  contain 
the  hiftory  of  the  late  impor¬ 
tant  philofophical  expedition,  very 
properly  undertaken  and  executed 
under  the  aufpices  of  the  Royal 
Society  ;  with  the  intention  of  as¬ 
certaining,  by  decifive  experi¬ 
ments,  the  truth  of  the  great  law 

of  univerfal  gravitation  : - -the 

bafis  of  that  noble  fyftem  which 
the  world  owes  to  the  genius  and 
lagacity  of  Newton. 

According  to  the  Newtonian 
theory,  an  attradlive  power  is  not 
only  exerted  between  thofe  large 
maffes  of  matter  which  conftitute 
the  fun  and  planets  ;  but  likewife 
between  all  comparatively  fmaller 
bodies,  and  even  between  the 
final  left  particles  of  which  they  are 
compofed.  Agreeably  to  this  hy- 
pothefis,  a  heavy  body,  which 
ought  to  gravitate  or  tend  toward 
the  centre  of  the  earth  in  a  di- 
redtion  perpendicular  to  its  fur¬ 
face,  fuppofing  the- faid  furface  to 
be  perfedtly  even  and  fpherical, 
ought  likewife,  though  in  a  iefs 
degree,  to  be  attradled  and  tend 
towards  a  mountain  placed  on  the 
earth’s  furface  :  fo  that  a  plumb- 
line,  for  inftance,  ot  a  quadrant, 
hanging  in  the  neighbourhood  of 

fuch 
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fuch  a  mountain,  ought  to  be 
drawn  from  a  perpendicular  fitua- 
tior,  in  confequence  of  the  at- 
tractive  power  and  quantity  of 
matter  of  which  it  is  couipofed, 
aCting  in  a  direction  different  from 
that  exerted  by  the  whole  mafs  of 
matter  in  the  earth  and  with  a 
proportionally  inferior  degree  of 
force. 

‘  It  will  eafily  be  imagined,’ 
fays  the  Aftronomer  Royal,  in  the 
firft  of  thefe  papers,  which  was 
read  before  the  Royal  Society  in 
the  year  1772,  ‘  that  to  find  a  fen- 
fible  attraction  of  any  hill  from 
undoubted  experiment,  would  be 
a  matter  of  no  fmali  curiofity, 
would  greatly  illuff rate  the  general 
theory  of  gravity,  and  would  make 
the  univerfal  gravitation  of  mat¬ 
ter  palpable,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs 
myfelf,  to  every  perfon,  and  fit 
to  convince  thofe  who  will  yield 
their  affent  to  nothing  but  down¬ 
right  experiment.  Nor  wmuld  its 
ules  end  here;  as  it  wonld  lerve 
to  give  us  a  better  idea  of  the  to¬ 
tal  mafs  of  the  earth,  and  the  pro¬ 
portional  denfity  of  the  matter 
near  the  furface  compared  with 
the  mean  denfity  of  the  whole 
earth.  The  relult  of  fuch  an  un¬ 
common  experiment,  which  I 
jhould  hope  would  prove  iuccefs- 
ful,  would  doubtlefs  do  honour  to 
the  nation  where  it  was  made, 
and  the  Society  which  executed 
it-’ 

Though  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  had 
long  ago  hinted  at  an  experiment 
of  this  kind;  and  had  remarked 
that  “  a  mountain  of  an  hemi- 
fpherical  figure,  three  miles  high 
and  fix  broad,  would  not,  by  its 
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attraction,  draw  the  plumb-line 
two  minutes  out  of  the  perpendi¬ 
cular*:”  yet  no  attempt  to  afcer- 
tain  this  matter,  by  aCtual  expe¬ 
riment,  was  made  til!  about  the 
year  173b;  when  the  French  aca¬ 
demicians,  particularly  Meffrs. 
Bouguer  and  Cond^mine,  who 
were  fent  to  Peru  to  meafure  a 
degree  under  the  equator,  attempt¬ 
ed  to  difeover  the  attractive  power 
of  Chimboraco,  a  mountain  in  the 
province  of  Quito.  According  to 
their  obfervations,  which  were 
however  made  under  cireumftances 
by  no  means  lavourable  to  an  ac¬ 
curate  folution  of  fo  nice  and  dif¬ 
ficult  a  problem,  the  mountain 
Chimboraco  exerted  an  attraction 
equal  to  eight  feconds.  Though 
this  experiment  was  not  perhaps 
fuflicient  to  prove  fatisfaCtorily 
even  the  reality  of  an  attraction, 
much  lefs  the  precife  quantity  of  it; 
yet  it  does  not  appear  that  any 
fteps  had  been  fince  taken  to  re¬ 
peat  it. 

The  Royal  Society  having, 
through  the  munificence  of  his 
Majefly,  been  enabled  to  under¬ 
take  the  execution  of  this  delicate 
and  important  agronomical  ex¬ 
periment  ;  the  altionomer  roy¬ 
al  was  chofen  to  conduCt  it. 
After  various  inquiries,  the  moun¬ 
tain  Schehallien ,  fituated  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  Scotland,  was  pitch¬ 
ed  upon  as  the  moft  proper 
for  the  purpofe  that  could  be 
found  in  this  ifiand.  The  obfer¬ 
vations  were  made  by  taking  the 
meridian  zenith  diftances  of  diffe¬ 
rent  fixed  ftars,  near  the  zenith, 
by  means  of  a  zenith  feCtor  of  ten 
leet  radius  ;  firll  on  the  fouth. 


*  By  a  very  eafv  calculation  it  is  found  that  fuch  a  mountain  would  attraA  the 
plumb-line  i'  t8''  from  the  perpendicular, 

F  3  and 
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and  afterwards  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  hill,  the  greateft  length  of 
which  extended  in  an  eaft  and  weft 
direction. 

It  is  evident  that  if  the  mafs  of 
matter  in  the  hill  exerted  any  fen- 
fible  attraction,  it  would  caufe  the 
plumb-line  of  the  feCtor,  through 
which  an  obferver  viewed  a  ftar  in 
the  meridian,  to  deviate  from  its 
perpendicular  firuation,  and  would 
artraCt  it  contrary  ways  at  the  two 
ftations,  thereby  doubling  the  ef¬ 
fect.  On  the  louth  fide  the  plum¬ 
met  would  be  drawn  to  the  north¬ 
ward,  by  the  attractive  power  of 
thd*  hill  placed  to  the  .northward 
of  it:  add  on  the  north  fide,  a 
Contrary  and  equal  defleCtion  of 
the  plumb  line  would  take  place, 
in  confequence  of  the  attraction  of 
the  hill,  now  to  the  fouthward  of 
it.  The  apparent  zenith  diftances 
jof  the  liars  would  be  aftVCted  con¬ 
trary  ways  ;  thofe  being  encrealed 
at  the  one  ftation,  which  were  di- 
niinifhed  at  the  other:  and  the 
correlpondent  quantities  of  the  de- 
fFCtion  of  the  plumb-line  would 
give  the  obferver  the  fum  of  the 
two  contrary  attractions  of  the  hill, 
aCting  on  the  plummet  at  the  two 
ftations  ;  the  hall  of  which  will, 
ol  Courfe,  indicate  the  attractive 
power  of  the  hill. 

After  defending  his  excellent 
aftronomical  apparatus,  and  re¬ 
lating  in  detail  the  hiftorv  of  a 
part  of  his  various  operations  du¬ 
ring  his  aftrotiomical  campaign, 
which  l ailed  about  four  months  ; 
the  author  gives  the  refult  of  them, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the 
fum  of  the  two  contrary  attractions 
of  the  mountain  Scbehallien,  in 
the  two  temporary  observatories 
which  were  fucceffively  fixed  half 
way  up  the  hill  (where  the  cft'eCt 
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of  its  attraction  would  be  greateft) 

was  equal  to  1 1".  6. - From  a 

rough  computation,  founded  on 
the  known  law  of  gravitation  j 
and  on  an  affumption  that  the  den- 
fity  of  tile  hill  was  equal  to  the 
mean  denfity  of  the  earth  ;  the 
author  finds  that  the  attraction  of 
the  hill  fhould  amount  to  about  the 
double  of  this  quantity.  From 
thence  he  infers  that  the  denfity  of 
the  hill  is  only  about  half  the 
mean  denfity  of  the  earth.  It 
does  not  appear  however  that  the 
mountain  Scbehallien  has  ever  been 
a  volcano,  or  is  hollow  ;  as  it  is 
extremely  folid  and  denfe,  and 
feemiuglv  compofed  of  an  intire 
rock. 

Having  by  this  curious  and  ac¬ 
curate  experiment  latisfa&oriiy  af- 
certained  the  attraction  of  matter, 
and  its  quantity  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  the  author  proceeds  to  con- 
fider  fotise  of  the  confequences 
which  may  be  drawn  from  it,  re¬ 
lative  to  leveral  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  queftions  in  natural  philo¬ 
sophy.  We  £ha  11  quote,  with  feme 
abridgments,  what  he  obferves  on 
this  fubjeCt  : 

‘  i.  It  appears  from  this  ex¬ 
periment,  that  the  mountain  Sche- 
hallien  exerts  a  fenfible  attraction  ; 
therefore,  from  the  rules  of  philo- 
lophifing,  we  are  to  conclude  that 
every  mountain,  and  indeed  every 
particle  of  the  earth,  is  endued 
with  the  fame  property,  in  propor¬ 
tion  to  its  quantity  of  matter. 

‘  z.  The  law  of  the  variation 

of  this  force,  in  the  inverfe  ratio 
»  * 

of  the  fquares  of  the  diftances,  as 
laid  down  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton,  is 
alfo  confirmed  by  this  experiment. 
For,  if  the  force  of  attraction  of 
the  hill  had  been  only  to  that  of 
the  earth,  as  the  matter  in  the 

hill 
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hill  to  that  of  the  earth,  and  had 
not  been  greatly  increafed  by  the 
near  approach  of  its  centre,  the 
attraction  thereof  muff  have  been 
wholly  inlenfible-  But  now,  by 
only  luppcfing  the  mean  denfiry  of 
the  earth  to  be  double  to  that  of 
the  hill,  which  feems  very  probable 
from. other  confiderations,  the  at¬ 
traction  of  the  hill  will  be  recon¬ 
ciled  to  the  general  law  of  the  va¬ 
riation  of  attraction  in  the  inverfe 
duplicate  ratio  of  the  diftances,  as 
deduced  by  Sir  Ifaac  Newton  from 
the  comparison  of  the  motion  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  with  the  force 
of  gravity  at  the  furface  of  the 
earth;  and  the  analogy  of  nature 
will  be  preferved. 

3.  ‘  We  may  now,  therefore,  be 
allowed  to  admit  this  law,  and  to 
acknowledge  that  the  mean  denfity 
ol  the  earth  is  at  leaft  double  of 
that  at  the  furface,  and  confe- 
quently  that  the  denfiry  of  the  in¬ 
ternal  parts  of  the  earth  is  much 
greater  than  near  the  furface. 
Hence  lio,  the  whole  quantity  of 
matter  in  the  earth  will  be  at  leaft 
as  great  again  as  if  it  had  b.een  all 
compofed  of  matter  of  the  fame 
denfiry  with  that  at  the  furface;  or 
will  be  about  four  or  five  times  as 
great  as  if  it  were  ail  compofed  of 
water. — This  conclufion,  he  adds, 
is  totally  contrary  to  the  hypothefis 
of  fome  naturalifts,  who  (k  fuppofe 
the  earth  to  be  only  a  great  hollow 
dli ell  of  matter  ;  fuppoi'ting  irielf 
from  the  property  of  an  arch,  with 
an  immenle  vacuity  in  the  mid  ft 
of  it.  But,  were  that  the  cafe,  the 
attraClion  of  mountains,  and  even 
finaller  inequalities  in  the  earth’s 
furface,  would  be  very  great,  con¬ 
trary  to  experiment,  and  would  af¬ 
fect  the  meafures  of  the  degrees  of 
the  meridian  much  more  than  we 
find  they  do;  and  the  variation 
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of  gravity,  in  different  latitudes, 
in  going  from  the  equator  to  the 
poles,  as  found  by  pendulums, 
would  not  be  near  fo  regular  as  it 
has  been  found  by  experiment  to 
be.5’ 

4.  He  obferves,  laftly,  that  as 
mountains  are,  by  thele  experi¬ 
ments,  found  capable  of  producing 
fenfible  defections  of  the  plumb- 
lines  of  agronomical  inftrumenta  ; 
it  becomes  a  matter  of  great  im¬ 
portance  in  the  menfuration  of  de¬ 
grees  in  the  meridian,  either  to 
chufe  places  where  the  irregular  at¬ 
tractions  of  the  elevated  parts  may 
be  fmall  ;  or  where  by  their  fitu- 
ation,  they  may  campenfate  or 
counteract  the  effeCis  of  each  other. 
[ Monthly  Review.] 


Parallel  between  the  Old  and  New 
Worlds,  with  regard  to  Extent , 
Situation ,  Climate ,  Soil,  Inha¬ 
bitants ,  &c-;  from  the  AbhcRay- 
nabs  Philofophical  and  Political 
Hijlory  of  the  Settlements  and 
Prade  of  the  Europeans  in  the 
Eaii  and  Weft-Indies.  Pranfated 
by  Mr.  juftamond. 

T  is  furprifing  that  fo  little- 
iliould  have  been  known  of  the 
new  world,  for,fo  long  a  time  after 
it  was  difeovered.  Barbarous  foi- 
diersand  rapacious  merchants  were 
not  proper  perfons  to  give  us  juft 
and  clear  notions  of  this  herni- 
fjphere.  It  was  the  province  ofphi- 
lolophy  alone  to  avail  itfeif  oi  the 
informations  fcattered  in  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  voyages  and  miftionaries, 
in  order  to  lee  America,  fuch  as 
nature  hath  made  it  ;  and  to  find 
out  its  analogy  to  the  reft  of  the 
globe. 

It  is  now  pretty  certain  that  the 
new  continent  has  not  half  the  ex¬ 
tent  of  furface  that  th«  old  has. 
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At  the  fame  time,  the  form  of  both 
is  fo  Angularly  alike,  that  we  might 
eafily  be  inclined  to  draw  confe- 
quences  from  this  particular,  if  it 
were  not  always  necefiary  to  be 
upon  our  guard  againft  the  fpirit  of 
fyftern  which  often  flops  us  in  our 
refearches  after  truth,  and  hinders 
us  from  attaining  it. 

The  two  continents  feems  to  form 
as  it  were  two  broad  traCts  of  land 
that  begin  from  the  ar&ic  pole, 
and  terminate  at  the  tropic  of  Ca¬ 
pricorn,  divided  on  the  eaft  and 
weft  by  the  ocean  that  furrounds 
them.  Whatever  may  be  the  ftruc- 
ture  of  thefe  two  continents,  and 
the  equality  or  fyinmetry  of  their 
form  ;  it  is  plain  their  equili¬ 
brium  does  not  depend  upon  their 
pofition.  It  is  the  inconftancy  of 
the  fea  that  conftitutes  the  folid 
form  of  the  earth.  To  fix  the 
globe  upon  its  bafis,  it  Teemed  ne- 
ceffarv  to  have  an  element  which, 
floated  inceffantly  round  our  pla¬ 
net,  might  by  its  weight  counter¬ 
balance  all  other  fubftances,  and 
by  its  fluidity  reftore  that  equili¬ 
brium  which  the  conflict  of  the 
other  elements  might  have  difturb- 
td.  Water,  by  its  natural  fluctu¬ 
ation  and  weight,  is  the  moft  pro¬ 
per  dement  to  preferve  the  con¬ 
nection  and  balance  of  the  feveral 
pans  of  the  globe  round  its  center. 
If  our  hemisphere  has  a  very  wide 
extent  of  continent  to  the  north, 
a  mafs  of  water  of  equal  weight  at 
the  oppoflte  part  will  certainly  pro¬ 
duce  an  equilibrium.  If  under  the 
tropics  we  have  a  rich  country  co¬ 
vered  with  men  and  animals  ;  un¬ 
der  the  fame  latitude  America  will 
have  a  fea  filled  with  fifh.  While 
foreits  full  of  trees,  bending  with 
the  largeft  fruits,  quadrupeds  of 
the  greateft  fixe,  the  moft  popu¬ 
lous  nations,  elephants  and  men 
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are  a  load  upon  the  furface  of  the 
earth,  and  feern  to  abforb  all  its 
fertility  throughout  the  torrid  zone ; 
at  both  poles  are  found  whales  with 
innumerable  multitudes  of  cods  and 
herrings,  clouds  of  infeCts,  and  all 
the  infinite  and  prodigious  tribes 
that  inhabit  the  Teas,  as  it  were  to 
fupport  the  axis  of  the  earth,  and 
prevent  its  inclining  or  deviating 
to  either  fide  :  if,  indeed,  ele¬ 
phants,  whales,  or  men  can  be  faid 
to  have  any  weight  on  a  globe, 
where  all  living  creatures  are  but 
atranfient  modification  of  the  earth 
that  compofes  it.  In  a  word,  the 
ocean  rolls  over  this  globe  to  fa- 
fhion  it,  in  conformity  to  the  ge¬ 
neral  laws  of  gravity.  Sometimes 
it  covers  a  hemifphere,  a  pole  or 
a  zone,  which  at  other  times  it 
leaves  bare  ;  but  in  general  it 
ieems  to  atfeCf  the  equator,  more 
efpecially  as  the  cold  of  the  poles 
in  fome  meafure  counteracts  that 
fluidity  which  is  eftential  to  it,  and 
from  which  it  receives  ali  its  power 
of  motion.  It  is  chiefly  between 
the  tropics  that  the  fea  extends  it- 
lelf  and  is  agitated,  and  that  it 
undergoes  the  greateft  change  both 
in  its  regular  and  periodical  mo¬ 
tions,  as  well  as  in  thole  violent 
agitations  occafionally  excited  in 
it  by  tempeftuous  winds.  The  at¬ 
traction  of  the  fun,  and  the  fer¬ 
mentations  occafioned  by  its  con¬ 
tinual  heat  in  the  torrid  zone,  muft 
have  a  very  remarkable  influence 
upon  the  ocean.  The  motion  of 
the  moon  adds  a  new  forcefto  this 
influence,  and  the  fea,  to  conform 
itfelf  to  this  double  impulie,  muft, 
it  fihould  feem,  flow  towards  the 
equator.  Nothing  but  the  flatnefs 
of  the  globe  at  the  poles,  can  pofti- 
bly  account  for  that  immenfe  ex¬ 
tent  of  water,  that  has  hitherto 
concealed  from  us  the  lands  near 
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the  fouth  pole.  The  Tea  cannot 
eafiiy  prefs  the  boundaries  of  the 
tropics,  if  the  temperate  and  frozen 
zones  are  not  nearer  the  center  of 
the  earth  than  the  torrid  zone.  It 
is  the  fea  therefore  that  maintains 
an  equilibrium  with  the  land,  and 
difpofes  the  arrangement  of  the 
materials  that  cornpofe  it.  One 
proof  that  the  two  analogous  por¬ 
tions  of  land  which  the  two  conti¬ 
nents  of  the  globe  prefent  at  firft 
view,  are  not  dfentially  neceffary 
to  its  conformation,  is,  that  the 
new  hemifphere  has  remained  co¬ 
vered  with  the  waters  of  the  fea,  a 
much  longer  time  than  the  old. 
Befides,  if  there  is  an  evident  fimi- 
lanty  between  the  two  hemi- 
fpheres,  there  are  aifo  differences 
between  them,  which  will  perhaps 
deftroy  that  harmony  we  think  we 
obferve.  x 

When  we  confider  the  map  of 
the  world,  and  fee  the  local  cor- 
refpondence  between  the  ifthmus  of 
Suez  and  that  of  Panama,  between 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  and  Cape 
Horn,  between  the  Archipelago  of 
the  Eaft-Indies  and  that  of  the 
Caribbee-Iflands,  and  between  the 
mountains  of  Chili  and  thofe  of 
Monomotapa;  we  are  ftruck  with 
the  fimilarity  of  the  feveral  forms 
this  picture  prefents.  Land  feems 
on  all  fides  to  be  oppofed  to  land, 
water  to  water,  iflands  and  penin- 
fuals  fcattered  by  the  hand  of  na¬ 
ture  to  ferve  as  a  counterpoise,  and 
the  fea>  by  its  fluduation  conftantly 
maintaining  the  balance  of  the 
whole.  But  if  on  the  other  hand  we 
compare  ihe  great  extent  of  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean,  'which feparatestheEaft 
and  Weft-1  nd  ies,  with  the  final! 
Ipace  the  ocean  occupies  between 
the  coaft  of  Guinea  and  that  of 
Brazil;  the  vaft  quantity  of  inha¬ 
bited  land  to  the  North,  with  the 
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little  we  know  towards  the  South; 
the  direction  of  the  mountains  of 
1  artary  and  Europe,  which  is  from 
Eaft  to  Weft,  with  that  of  the 
Cordeleras  which  run  from  North 
to  South;  the  mind  is  in  fufpence, 
and  we  have  the  mortification  to 
lee  the  order  and  fymmetry  vanifli 
with  which  we  had  embellifhed  our 
fyftem  of  the  earth.  The  obferver 
is  ftill  more  difpleafed  with  his 
conjedures,  when  he  confiders  the 
immenfe  height  of  the  mountains 
of  Peru.  He  is  then  aftonifihed  to 
fee  a  continent  fo  recent  and  yet  fo 
elevated,  the  fea  fo  much  below 
the  tops  of  thefe  mountains,  and 
yet  fo  recently  come  down  from 
the  lands  that  feemed  to  be  effec¬ 
tually  defended  from  its  attacks  by 
thofe  tremendous  bulwarks.  It  is, 
however,  an  undeniable  fad,  that 
both  continents  of  the  new  hetni- 
lphere  have  been  covered  with  the 
fea.  The  air  and  the  land  confirm 
this  truth. 

The  rivers  which  in  America 
are  wider  and  of  greater  extent  } 
the  immenfe  forefts  of  the  fouth; 
the  fpacious  lakes  and  vaft  moraftes 
to  the  north;  the  almoft  eternal 
fnows  between  the  tropics  ;  few 
of  thofe  pure  fands  that  feem  to  be 
the  remains  of  an  exhaufted  ground; 
no  men  entirely  black;  very  fair 
people  under  the  line  ;  a  cool  and 
mild  air  in  the  fame  latitude  as  the 
fultry  and  uninhabitable  parts  of 
Africa  ;  a  frozen  and  fevere  cli¬ 
mate  under  the  fame  parallel  as 
our  temperate  climates  :  and  laftly, 
a  difference  of  ten  or  twelve  de¬ 
grees,  in  the  temperature  of  the 
old  and  new  hemifpheres ;  thefe 
are  fo  many  tokens  of  a  world  that 
is  ftill  in  its  infancy. 

Why  ilaould  the  continent  of 
America  be  much  warmer  and 
much  colder  in  proportion  than 
.  that 
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that  of  Europe,  if  it  were  not  for 
the  moifture  the  ocean  has  left  be¬ 
hind,  in  quitting  it  long  alter  our 
continent  was  peopled  ?  Nothing 
but  the  fea  cat)  poffibly  have  pre- 
¥ented  Mexico  iro  n  being  inha¬ 
bited  as  early  as  Aha  It  the 
waters  that  ftili  m olden  the  bowels 
©f  the  earth  in  the  new  hemilphere 
fed  not  covered  its  lurface,  the  woods 
would  very  eafily  have  been  cut 
down,  the  fens  drained,  a  foft  and 
watery  foil  would  have  been  made 
firm,  by  ilhring  up,  and  expofi.ng 
it  to  the  my s  of' the  fun,  a  free 
pnjflage  would  have  been  opened  to 
the  winds,  and  dikes  railed  along 
the  rivers:  in  iheit,  the  climate 
would  have  been  totally  altered  by 
this  time.  But  a  rude  and  unpeo¬ 
pled  hemifphere  denotes  a  recent 
world  i  when  the  lea,  about  its 
co-afts,  ftili  flows  oblcurely  in  its 
channels.  A  left  fcorching  fun, 
snore  plentiful  rains,  and  thicker 
vapours  more  diipofed  to  -ftagnate, 
are  evident  marks  of  the  decay  or 
the  infancy  of  nature. 

The  difference  of  climate,  arifing 
from  the  waters  having  lain  fo 
long  on  the  ground  in  America, 
could  not  but  have  a  great  influence 
an  men  and  animals.  From  this- 
diverftty  ofcaufes,  niuft  rveceffarily 
©rife  a  very  great  diverfny  ofdfeds. 
Accordingly  we  fee  more  fpecies 
of  animals  by  two  thirds,  in  the 
old  continent  than  in  the  new  ; 
animals  of  the  fame  kind  conhder- 
ably  larger;  monfters  that  are  be¬ 
come  more  favage  and  fierce,  as 
the  countries  have  become  more  in¬ 
habited.  On  the  other  hand,  na¬ 
ture  Teems  to  have  ftrangely  neg¬ 
lected  the  new  world.  The  men 
have  lefs  ftrength  and  left  courage  3 
no  beard  and  no  hair  3  they  have 
lefs  appearance  of  manhood  3  and 
are  but  little  fufceptible  of  the 
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lively  and  powerful  fentiment  of 
love,  which  is  the  principle  of 
every  attachment,  the  firft  inftind, 
the  fir  ft  band  of  ibciety,  without 
which  all  other  artificial  ties  have 
neither  energy  nor  duration.  The 
women,  who  are  mil  more  weak, 
are  neither  favourably  treated  by 
nature  nor  by  the  men,  who  have 
but  little  love  for  them,  and  con- 
fider  them  merely  as  fubfervient  to 
their  will  3  they  rather  facrifice 
them  to  their  indolence,  than  con-* 
fecrate  them  to  their  pleafures. 
This  indolence  is  the  great  delight 
and  fup re  me  felicity  of  the  Ame¬ 
ricans,  of  which  the  women  are  the 
vidims  from  the  continual  labours 
impofed  upon  them.  It  m  ft,  how¬ 
ever,  be  confeiTed,  that  ir  America, 
as  in  ail  other  parts,  the  men, 
when  they  Have  fencenc-d  the  wo¬ 
men  to  work,  have  been  fo  equit¬ 
able  as  to  take  upon  themfeives 
the  perils  of  war,  together  with 
the  this  of  hunting  and  billing. 
But  their  indifference  for  the  lex, 
which  nature  has  intruded  with  the 
care  of  multiplying  the  fpecies, 
implies  an  imperfedion  in  theft 
organs,  a  fort  of  ftate  of  childhood 
in  the  people  of  America,  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  people  in  our  conti¬ 
nent  who  are  not  yet  arrived  to  the 
aye  of  puberty.  This  feenis  to  be 
a  natural  defed  prevailing  in  the 
continent’ of  America,  which  is  an 
indication  of  its  being  a  new 
country. 

But  if  the  Americans  are  a  new 
people,  are  they  a  race  of  men  ori¬ 
ginally  diftind  from  thole  who  co¬ 
ver  the  face  of  the  old  world  ? 
This  is  a  queftion  which  ought  not 
to  be  too  haffily  decided.  The 
origin  of  the  population  of  Ame¬ 
rica  is  involved  in  inextricable 
difficulties.  If  we  aifert  that  the 
Greenlanders  firft  came  from  Nor¬ 
way,, 
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way,  and  then  went  over  to  the 
coalt  of  Labrador  ;  others  will  tell 
us  it  is  more  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  the  Greenlanders  are  fprung 
from  the  Elquemaux,  to  whom  they 
bear  a  greater  refemblance  than  to 
the  Europeans.  If  we  fhould  l'up- 
pofe  that  California  was  peopled 
from  Kamtfchatka,  it  may  be  afked 
what  motive  or  what  chance  could 
have  led  the  Tartars  to  the  north- 
weft  of  America.  Yet  it  is  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  from  Greenland  or 
Kamtfchatka  that  the  inhabitants 
of  tire  old  world  mult  have  gone 
over  to  the  new,  as  it  is  by  thofe 
two  countries  that  the  two  conti¬ 
nents  are  connected,  or  at  leaft 
approach  nearer  to  one  another. 
Bcfides,  how  can  we  conceive  that 
in  America  the  torrid  zone  can 
have  been  peopled  from  one  of  the 
irczen  zones?  Population  will  in¬ 
deed  lpread  from  north  to  fouth, 
but  it  mtjft  naturally  have  begun 
under  the  equator,  where  life  is 
cheriftied  by  warmth.  If  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  America  could  not  come, 
from  our  continent,  and  yet  appear 
to  be  a  new  race,  we  muft  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  flood,  which  is  the 
fource  and  the  folution  of  all  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  hiftorv  of  nations. 

Let  us  fuppofe  that  the  lea  hav¬ 
ing  overflowed  the  other  henii- 
fphere,  its  old  inhabitants  took  re¬ 
fuge  upon  the  Apa'achian  moun¬ 
tains,  and  the  Cordeleras,  which 
are  far  'higher  than  our  mount 
Ararat.  But  how  could  they  have 
lived  upon  thole  heights,  covered 
with  fnow,  and  furrounded  with 
waters?  Plow  is  it  polhble  that 
men  who  had  breathed  in  a  pure 
and  delightful  climate,  could  nave 
furvived  the  miferies  of  want,  the 
inclemency  of  a  tainted  atmofphere, 
and  thofe  numberlefs  calamities, 
which  muft  be  the  unavoidable  con- 
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Lquences  of  a  deluge  ?  How  will 
the  race  have  been  preftrved  and 
propagated  in  thole  times  of  gene¬ 
ral  calamity,  and  in  the  mikrable 
ages  that  muft  have  lucceeded  ? 
Notwithftanding  all  thele  objec¬ 
tions,  we  muft  allow  that  America 
has  been  peopled  from  thele 
wretched  remains  ol  the  great  de~ 
vaftation.  Every  thing  carries  the 
veftiges  of  a  malady,  ol  which  the 
human  race  ft  ill  feels  the  effects. 
The  ruin  ol  that  world  is  ftill  im¬ 
printed  on  its  inhabitants.  They 
are  a  fpecies  ol  men  degraded  and 
degenerated  in  their  natural  con- 
ftitu  lion,  in  their  llature,  in  their 
way  ol  hie,  and  in  their  under- 
ltanding,  which  is  but  little  ad¬ 
vanced  in  all  the  arts  of  civiliz¬ 
ation.  A  damper  air,  and  a  more 
maiiliy  ground,  muft  neceffarily 
have  mltCled  the  fiift  principles  of 
the  lujbflftence  and  increafe  or  man¬ 
kind.  It  muft  have  required  fome 
ages  to  reftore  population,  and  ftill 
a  greater  number  before  the  ground 
C(, qld  be  lettled  and  dried,  fo  as 
to  be  fit  for  tillage,  and  for  the 
foundations  of  buildings.  The  air 
muft  neceffarily  be  purified,  before 
the  iky  could  be  clear,  and  the  Iky 
muft  neceffarily  be  clear  before  the 
earth  could  be  rendered  habitable. 
The  imperfection  therefore  of  na¬ 
ture  in  America  is  not  fo  much  a 
proof  ol  its  recent  orgin,  as  of  its 
regeneration.  It  was  probably 
peopled  at  the  fame  time  as  the 
other  hemifphere,  but  may  have 
been  overflown  later.  The  large 
foffii  bones  that  are  found  under 
ground  in  America,  fliew  that  it 
had  formerly  elephants,  rhinoceros, 
and  other  enormous  quadrupeds, 
which  have  fince  disappeared  in 
thofe  regions.  Thegoldand  filver 
mines  that  are  found  juft  below  the 
furface,  are  figns  ol  a  very  ancient 

revolution 
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revolution  of  the  globe,  but  later 
than  thofe  that  have  overturned 
our  hemifphere. 

Suppofe  America  had,  by  fome 
means  or  other,  been  repeopled  by 
our  roving  hords,  that  period  would 
have  been  fo  remote,  that  it  would 
itill  give  great  antiquity  to  the  in 
habitants  of  that  hemifphere. 
Three  or  four  centuries  will  not. 
then  be  fofficierrt  to  allow  for  the 
foundation  of  the  empires  of  Mex¬ 
ico  and  Peru  j  for  though  we  find 
no  trace  in  thefe  countries  of  our 
arts,  or  of  the  opinions  and  cuf- 
toms  that  prevail  in  other  parts  of 
the  globe,  yet  we  have  found  a 
police  and  a  fociety  eftaolilhed,  in¬ 
ventions  and  practices  which, 
though  they  did  not  fliew  any 
marks  of  times  anterior  to  the  de¬ 
luge,  yet  they  implied  a.  long  fe- 
ries  of  ages  fubfequent  to  this  ca- 
taftrophe.  For,  though  in  Mexico, 
as  in  Egypt  a  country  furrounded 
with  waters,  mountains,  and  other 
invincible  obftacles,  mull  have 
forced  the  men  inclofed  in  it  to 
unite  after  a  time,  though  they 
might  at  fir  ft  deftroy  each  other  in 
continual  and  bloody  wars;  yet  it 
was  only  in  procefs  of  time  that 
they  could  invent  and  eftablilh  a 
worfhip  and  a  legifiation,  which 
they  could  not,  poftibly ,  have  bor¬ 
rowed  from  remote  times  or  coun¬ 
tries.  It  required  a  greater  num¬ 
ber  of  ages  to  render  familiar  the 
tingle  art  of  fpeech,  and  that  of 
writing,  though  but  in  hierogly¬ 
phics,  to  a  whole  nation  uncon¬ 
nected  with  any  other,  and  which 
niuft  itfelf  have  created  both  thofe 
arts,  than  it  would  tahe  up  days 
to  perfect  a  child  in  them.  Ages 
bear  not  the  fame  proportion  to 
the  whole  race  as  years  do  to  indi¬ 
viduals.  The  whole  race  is  to  oc- 
cupy  a  va(t  field  both  as  to  fpace 
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and  duration,  while  the  indivi¬ 
duals  have  only  lome  moments  or 
inftants  of  time  to  fill  up,  or  ra¬ 
ther  to  run  over.-  The  likenefs 
and  uniformity  obfervable  in  the 
features  and  manners  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  nations,  plainly  fhew  that 
they  are  not  fo  ancient  as  thofe  of 
our  continent  which  differ  fo  much 
from  each  other  ;  but  at  the  fame 
time  this  circumflance  feems  to 
confirm  that  they  did  not  proceed 
from  any  modern  hemifphere,  with 
which  they  have  no  kind  of  affinity 
that  can  indicate  an  immediate  de- 
fcent. 


Experiments  on  Water  obtained  from 
the  melted  Ice  of  Sea  Water ,  to 
aj certain  •whether  it  he  frejh  or 
not ;  and  to  determine  its  fpe- 
eific  Gravity  with  refp'ed  to  other 
Water.  Alfo  Experiments  to  find 
x  the  Degree  of  Cold  in  which  Sea- 
Water  begins  to  freeze .  By  Mr . 
Edward  Nairn e.  Addrefjed  to 
Sir  John  Pringle,  Bart.  Preftdent 
of  the  Royal  Society  ;  and  read  be¬ 
fore  that  learned  Body  the  I  ft  of 
February  i  776. 

Hampftead, 
S  I  R,  Feb.  t ,  1776. 

T  having  been  fuggefteft,  in  a 
converfation  at  which  I  was 
prefent,  that  the  ice  of  fea-water 
is  not  frefh;  and  that  if  the  ice 
found  near  the  poles  be  really  fo, 
it  muff  probably  be  the  ice  of  frefh 
water  difcharged  into  the  fea  from 
large  rivers  in  thofe  parts  :  I 
thought  the  prefent  cold  weather 
afforded  an  opportunity  too  favour¬ 
able  to  be  loft,  of  afcertaining  by 
experiment,  whether  the  water  ob¬ 
tained  from  the  melted  ice  of  fea- 
water  be  free  from  the  tafte  of  fait 
or  not  ;  of  comparing  its  gravity 
with  that  of  the  fea  water,  &c. 

and 
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and  of  finding  the  degree  of  cold  in 
which  the  latter  begins  to  freeze  : 
and  I  beg  leave  to  lay  before 
you  an  account  of  myrefearches  in 
thefe  matters,  and  of  the  methods 
I  followed  in  making  them.  If 
you.  Sir,  fihould  think  them  wor¬ 
thy  of  notice,  and  would  commu¬ 
nicate  them  to  the  learned  body 
over  which  you  prefide,  you  would 
confer  an  honour  on,  &c. 

THE  fea-water  ufed  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  experiments  was  furnifhed 
by  Mr.  Owen,  who  keeps  the  Mi¬ 
neral  Water  Ware-houfe,  at  Tem¬ 
ple-Bar  ;  who  affured  me,  that  it 
was  taken  up  off  the  North  Fore¬ 
land. 

On  the  27th  of  January,  17 66, 
at  ten  o'clock  in  the  evening,  I 
filled  a  jar  3^  inches  in  diameter 
and  6\  inches  deep,  with  fea-wa¬ 
ter,  and  expofed  it  to  the  open  air, 
the  thermometer  ftanding  at  1  50. 
At  noon  the  next  day,  on  taking 
it  in,  I  found  it  frozen  very  hard, 
except  a  very  little  at  the  bottom, 
which  remained  quite  fluid  :  I  now 
fet  it  by  a  ftove  in  a  heat  of  56° 
to  thaw.  The  ice  when  taken  in 
from  the  open  air  was  one  quarter 
cf  an  inch  above  the  edge  of  the 
jar.  When  the  jar  had  continued 
in  the  degree  of  heat  abovemen- 
tioned  during  eight  hours,  I  took 
out  the  ice,  which  was  then  34  in¬ 
ches  long  and  two  inches  in  dia¬ 
meter  ;  about  two  thirds  of  the 
water  appeared  to  remain.  In  or¬ 
der  to  clear  the  ice  from  any  brine 
that  might  adhere  to  it,  I  wafihed 
it  in  a  pail  of  pump-water,  in 
which  it  was  buffered  to  remain 
about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  and 
then  fet  it  in  a  fieve  to  drain  off 
the  water  in  which  it  had  been 
waffled. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1776, 
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I  fet  the  beforementioned  ice  in  a 
bafin  in  a  heat  of  about  470,  in 
which  it  continued  nine  hours  be¬ 
fore  the  whole  was  diflolved.  The 
bulb  of  a  thermometer  refted  on 
the  ice  during  the  time  of  the  fo- 
lution,  and  continued  without  va¬ 
riation  at  33S.  The  water  "thus 
obtained  was,  to  my  palate,  per¬ 
fectly  free  from  any  taffe  of  fait. 

In  order  to  afcertain  the  com¬ 
parative  gravity  of  this  water,  I 
filled  a  bottle  with  it  to  a  certain 
mark  in  its  neck,  which  was  very 
narrow,  and  weighed  the  bottle  fo 
filled  very  carefully.  I  weighed 
the  fame  bottle,  filled  to  the  fame 
mark  in  its  neck  with  fea-water 
and  other  waters  fucctflively,  which 
were  all  brought  to  the  fame  de¬ 
gree  of  heat  by  a  thermometer. 
The  refults  were  as  follow;  viz. 


Grains. 

Water  obtained  from  t he} 
melted  ice  of  the  fea-wa- >  1614 
ter,  J 

Diffilled  rain  water,  —  1612 

W  ater  taken  out  of  a  water  1 

tub,  being  a  mixture  of  >  1613 
rain  and  fnow  water,  J 
The  fea-water,  —  165 3 

rrhereJtduumof  thefea-water") 
from  which  the  ice  before-  ( 
mentioned  had  been  ta-  ( 
ken,  '  j 

To  find  the  degree  of  cold  in 
which  fea  water  begins  to  freeze,  I 
made  the  following  experiments. 

I  expofed  to  the  open  air  a  de¬ 
canter  filled  with  the  fea  water,  in 
which  a  thermometer  was  fufpend- 
ed,  the  bulb  of  which  reached  to 
the  middle  of  the  wideft  part  of  the 
decanter  ;  a  jelly  glafs  filled  with 
the  fame  fea-water,  in  whichalfoa 
thermometer  was  put,  reftingonthe 
bottom,  was  placed  in  the  fame  ex- 
pofure.  The  refult  will  be  feen  in 
the  following  table  ; 


January 
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January  2g,  1776. 


1  mmeriec 
Therm. 

1  berm,  m 

Veflel. 

Time. 

the  open 
Air. 

h  ' 

• 

Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs, 

1 1  30A.M. 

l9 

Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs,  - 

12  O 

33 

25  to  28.3 

>9 

V 

\ 

Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs, 

12  1$ 

3i 

28.5 

19 

Decanter, 
Jelly  glafs, 

12  20 

3° 

28.3 

Decanter, 

J felly  glafs, 

12  30 

29 

28.5 

'  * 

l9 

Decanter, 

i  oP.M. 

27.5 

ig 

Decanter, 

1  15 

00 

J9 

Decanter, 

4  0 

X 

28.5 

19 

Effects,  &c. 


A  number  of  beautiful 
feathered  crvftals  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  jelly 
glals;  they  began  to 
(hoot  from  the  top, 
which  was  covered 
with  ice,  toward  the 
bottom ;  when  they 
reached  it,  the  ther¬ 
mometer  rofe  imme¬ 
diately  from  %t  to 

Ice  began  to  form  in 
the  decanter,  though 
hardly  perceptible  at 
the  edge  of  the  water. 


Cryllals  of  a  laminat¬ 
ed  appearance  began 
to  fhoot  downwards 
obliquely  from  the 
ice  at  the  furface, 
which  at  the  edge  of 
the  water  was  barely 
two-tenths  of  an  inch 
thick  :  no  appearance 
of  ice  in  the  middle 
of  the  furface. 

Cryftals  began  to  fhoot, 
round  the  neck  of  the 
decanter  dole  to  the 

glafs. 

The  infide  became  co¬ 
vered  with  finely  fea¬ 
thered  c  y  als,  which 
made  it  impoflible  to 
obferve  the  height 
of  the  thermometer, 
without  railing  it  till 
the  quickfiiver  in  the 
tube  appeared  above 
the  ice. 


January 


NATURAL 


HISTORY. 


January  29,  at  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening,  I  expofed  to  the  open 
air,  two  fimilar  jars,  each  5^  inches 
deep  and  1  Tr5  inch  in  diameter  ; 
one  of  which  I  fliall,  for  the  fake 
of  diftir.dtion,  call  a  ;  the  other,  b. 
a  was  filled  with  the  fea  water;  b 
W!ih  water  taken  out  of  a  water- 
tub,  which  was  a  mixture  of  rain 


19 

afid  fnow  water.  In  a  two  ther¬ 
mometers  were  placed  ;  one  refttnl 
on  the  bottom  ;  the  upper  part  of 
the  ball  of  the  other  was  a  quarter 
of  an  inch  only  below  the  fur  face 
of  the  water  ;  one  thermometer 
was  alfo  placed  in  b,  reding  on 
the  bottom.  The  following  table 
fihews  the  refult. 


Therqi. 

Therm. 

Veflel. 

Time. 

at  the 

at  the 

Top. 

Bottom. 

h 

/ 

A 

B 

8 

0  P.M 

60 

60 

60 

A 

8 

40 

33 

B 

A 

B 

33 

8 

20 

35 

29.5 

37-5 

A 

B 

8 

3i 

26.5 

34 

A 

B 

8 

30 

29 

25 

32 

A 

B 

8 

32 

K) 

OO 

UT. 

24.5 

32 

A 

B 

8 

36 

28.2 

28.5 

32 

Therm,  in 
the  open 
Air. 

19.5 

The  furface  of  the 
water  in  B  covered  ' 
with  ice. 

Surface  as  before. 

No  appearance  of  ice. 
The  ice  on  the  furface  ■ 
increal'ed. 

20 

Ice  began  to  appear  on 
the  furface. 

Quite  frozen. 

Cryftals  over  every 
part  of  the  glafs. 

As  before.  j 

N.  B.  During  the  time  in  which  thefe  obfervations  were  made,  the 
thermometer  in  the  open  air  rofe  half  of  a  divifion. 


The  following  table  fihews  the 
refult  of  fome  further  obfervations 
on  the  efft&s  of  cold  on  the  fea- 
Water  in  the  jar  a  of  the  lad  table, 
which  had  been  thawed  in  order  to 


be  now'  expofed  again  to  the  open 
air.  The  thermometer  in  the  jar 
continued  in  the  fame  fuuation  as 
before. 


January 


/ 
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January  30,  1776,  A.  M. 


Time. 

<  — 

Therm. s’ 
theTop. 

Therm,  ai 

the  Bot¬ 
tom. 

[Therm. in 

the  0- 
pen  Air. 

Effe&s,  &c. 

h  7 

10  32 

34-5 

35*5 

16.5 

The  water  fluid. 

10  39 

29 

32 

Ice  began  to  be  formed 

Tf 

about  the  glafs  at  the  edge 
of  the  water4 

io  42 

28,5 

3°-; 

Still  continued  to  have  ice 

only  about  the  edge  of  the 

water. 

10  48 

28 

28 

The  furface  of  the  water 

. 

rendered  ftagnant  by  the 

ti 

ice. 

1 1  1 

27 

24-5 

.8.5 

The  cryftals  had  almoft  reach¬ 
ed  the  bottom. 

j 

11  i|) 

. 

1  \ 

During  the  half  minute  em- 

27+ 

CO 

ployed  in  this  obfervation, 

2  J 

the  cryftals  reached  the 
bottom  of  the  jar;  the 
lower  thermometer  rofe  al- 

*  y  « 

\ 

moft  inftantaneoufly  from 

2,4.5  to  2  8. 5,  and  was  im¬ 
mediately  rendered  obfeure 

by  the  ice. 

11  4$ 

26,5 

ti 

00 

i9 

The  jar  was  taken  In  from 

the  open  air,  and  the  lower 
thermometer  lifted  out  of 
the  ice  to  a  fufficient  height 
for  the  obfervation. 

1 

From  thefe  obfervations  it  feems 
f  hat  the  freezing  point  of  fea-water 
fhould  be  fixed  in  Fahrenheit’s  fcale 
at  28.5. 

As  the  water,  when  it  began  to 
freeze  in  two  experiments,  exhi¬ 
bited  phenomena  different  from 
any  I  had  obferved  before,  it  may 
not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  art  ac¬ 
count  of  them. 

At  fourteen  minutes  after  eight 
in  the  morning  of  January  31,  I 
put  the  jar  b  of  the  fecond  table, 
containing  the  fame  water;  viz.  a 
mixture  of  rain  and  fnow-water,  in 


a  window,  having  the  evening  be¬ 
fore  placed  a  fecond  thermometer 
in  it,  the  bulb  of  which  was  juft 
below  the  furface  of  the  water. 
This  as  well  as  the  thermometer  at 
the  bottom  ftood  at  27.5,  and  the 
water  was  perfeftly  fluid:  the  ther¬ 
mometer  placed  near  the  jar  with¬ 
in  the  window  was  at  23.5^  At 
twenty-feven  minutes  after  eight  it 
began  to  freeze  at  the  bottom  of 
the  jar,  the  thermometers  at  the 
top  and  bottom  {landing  alike  at 
27.  The  inilant  the  cryftals  began 
to  encompafs  the  ball  of  the  ther¬ 
mometer 
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Imrtrneter  below,  which  they  very 
foon  did  after  it  began  to  freeze, 
the  quickfilver  rofe  in  it  to  320, 
the  upper  one  continuing  at  27°. 
The  cryflals  continued  to  fhoot 
Upward,  and  in  lefs  than  half  a 
minute  reached  the  bulb  of  the 
thermometer  at  the  furface,  which 
immediately  rofe  to  32°. 

At  ten  minutes  before  fix  in  the 
evening  of  the  fame  day,  I  put 
the  jar  a  of  the  fecond  table  into 
the  open  air,  its  contents  the 
fame;  viz.  fea-water.  The  ther¬ 
mometers  in  it  were  likewife  the 
fame,  not  having  been  moved  ; 
they  both  flood  at  34°$  that  in 
the  open  air  at  19.5.  At  fix  o’¬ 
clock  the  thermometer  above  was 
at  310,  that  below  at  28.25.  At 
this  time  i  difeovered  fome  ice  on 
the  furface  of  the  water;  but  as  it 
was  by  candle-light,  1  could  not 
difeern  its  firft  appearance.  At 
ten  minutes  after  fix  the  thermo¬ 
meter  above  W'as  at  29°;  that  be¬ 
low  at  26-5-  At  fifteen  minutes 
after  fix,  the  upper  thermometer 
at  28.5  ;  that  below  at  250.  At 
feventeen  minutes  after  fix,  both 
the  thermometers  flood  at  28  5, 
cryflals  having  rifen  from  the  hot-*- 
tom  covered  the  ball  of  that  be¬ 
low,  on  which  it  rofe  inflantjy 
from  250  to  28.5.  The  thermo¬ 
meter  in  the  open  air  continued  as 
at  firft ;  viz.  at  195. 

T  he  fcaie  of  all  the  thermome¬ 
ters  ufed  in  thefe  experiments  v/as 
Fahrenheit’s.  I  have  fent  here- 
W'ith  fpe%imens  of  the  W'ater  ;  viz. 
of  the  fea-water;  of  the  water 
procured  from  its  melted  ice;  and 
of  the  refiduum  of  the  fea-water 
from  which  the  ice  was  taken. 

I  am,  &c. 
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A  Comparifon  of  the  Heat  of  Lon¬ 
don  and  Edinburgh,  By  ]ohn 
Roebuck,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  in  a 
Letter  to  William  Heberden, 
M.  D.  F.  R  S.  From  the  Phi- 
lofophical  Tranfatlions. 

•SIR, 

DELIVERED  to  you  fome 
time  ago,  a  regifler  of  the 
thermometer  at  Hawkhill  for  ten 
years;  but  as  thefe  obfervaiions 
were  made  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  four  in  the  afternoon, 
and  yours  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning  and  two  in  the  afternoon, 
the  correfponding  years  of  the 
morning’s  obfervations  only  admit 
of  a  comparifon.  It  appears  by 
your  regifler,  that  the  mean  heat 
at  London  for  nine  years  from 
the  end  of  17 63  to  the  end  of 
1772,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  was  4?°.4;  and  the 
mean  heat  at  Hawkhill,  during  the 
fame  period  of  time,  was  46°. 
The  difference  of  which  is  onlv 
i°-4.  A  difference  much  lefs  than 
might  be  expelled  from  the  diffe¬ 
rence  of  latitude,  and  not  fufficient 
to  account  why  nonpareils,  golden 
renets,  peaches,  nectarines,  and 
many  kinds  of  grapes,  generally 
come  to  maturity  near  London, 
and  fcarce  ever  near  Edinburgh, 
without  the  aid  of  artificial  heat. 
Before  I  proceeded  further  to  per¬ 
plex  myfelf  with  this  difficulty, 
I  procured  from  Hawkh’ll  and 
from  yourfclf  the  regifler  of  the 
thermometer  for  three  years  at  the 
fame  periods  of  time ;  copies  of 
which  1  here  inclofe  to  you;  And 
by  thefe  it  appears,  that  the  mean 
heat  of  London  of  thefe  three 
years  exceeded  that  of  Edinburgh 
by  40. 5.  And,  the  mean  heat  of 
G  th<r 
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the  three  hotted  months  in  Lon¬ 
don  exceeded  the  mean  of  the 
fame  three  at  Edinburgh  by  5°.8. 
And  the  mean  heat  of  thefe  three 
fummer  months,  at  two  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon  in  London,  exceeded 
the  mean  heat  of  the  fame  months, 
at  the  fame  hour,  in  Edinbu^h, 
^7  7°-3  i  which  fufficiemly  ac¬ 
counts  why  fotne  fruit  may  come 
to  maturity  in  one  country  and 
not  in  the  other  :  and  alfo  why 
corn  and  grafs,  which  vegetate 
with  a  more  temperate  heat,  but 
requite  a  longer  continuance  of.it, 
may  arrive  at  maturity  in  both 
countries.  The  reafon  why  the 
mean  heat  of  London  exceeds 
tli at  of  Edinburgh  may  arife  prin¬ 
cipally  from  the  difference  of  la¬ 
titude.  But  the  reafon  why  the 
excefs  is  greater  in  proportion  in 
the  three  hotted:  months  of  the 
year,  at  the  hotted  time  of  the 
day,  than  in  the  winter  months, 


arifes  from  Edinburgh’s  being  fi~ 
tuated  nearer  to  the  fea  than  Lon 
don.  We  might  fpeak  with  more 
precifion  on  this  fubjedt,  if  we  had 
a  regider  of  the  thermometer  at 
Mofcow,  which  is  nearly  of  the 
fame  latitude  as  Edinburgh  ; 
though  it  is  well  knowm,  that  the 
heat  of  fummer  is  much  more  in-, 
tenfe,  and  the  cold  of  winter  much 
more  fevere,  at  Mofcow  than  at 
Edinburgh.  The  mean  heat  of 
fprings  near  Edinburgh  fee  ms  to 
be  470  ;  and  at  London  510.  It 
is  probable,  that  the  mean  heat 
of  good  fprings  in  anv  country  is 
very  nearly  the  mean  heat  of  the 
country*.  A  faithful  account  of 
the  heat  of  fprings  in  different  la¬ 
titudes,  and  of  water  taken  from 
the  fame  depth  of  ihe  fea  in  dif¬ 
ferent  latitudes,  is  yet  wanted. 

I  am,  Sec, 


*  We  fball  have  an  eafy  method  of  finding  the  mean  heat  of  any  place,  if 
it  be  always  nearly  equal  to  that  of  ics  fprings.  This  matter  might  be  alcertained  by 
a  proper  number  of  obfervations  ;  and  it  is  therefore  very  defireable,  to  have  an  ac« 
ount  taken  of  the  heat  of  the  fprings,  wherever  a  regifter  is  kept  of  the  heat  of  the 
air.  W.  Hkeerds*. 
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Mean  Heat  in  Pall-Mall,  London. 
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Mean  Heat  of  three  Years  Morning  and  Afternoon  was  5 %■  2. 


Mean  Heat  at  Hawkhill,  fituated  about  one  Mile  North  of 
Edinburgh,  and  103  Feet  above  the  Level  of  the  Sea. 
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An  Account  of  fame  curious  Experi¬ 
ments  tried  lately  in  London  and 
Liverpool,  with  very  great  De¬ 
grees  of  Heat  and  Cold  upon  ani¬ 
mal  and  vegetable  Bodies ,  and  of 
coif  upon  vegetable  Bodies ,  pro¬ 
ving  that  fuch  Bodies ,  while  alive 
are  endued  with  many  uncommon 
Powers.,  particularly  thofe  op  bear¬ 
ing  Heat  and  Cold,  and  even  ge¬ 
nerating  the  one ,  occafonally ,  in 
cppofitidn  to  the  other .  From  the 
Philosophical  Tranfa£lions. 

Article  the  F 1  r s  t . 
Experiments  in  an  heated  Room.  By 
Matthew  Dobfon,  M.  D.  In  a 
Letter  to  John  Fothergil,  M.  D. 
F.  R.  S. 

Liverpool ,  April  25,  1775. 
DEAR  SIR, 

PERUSED  with  particular 
pleasure,  your  fliort  account  of 
the  curious  experiment  made  by 
Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solander-  The 
fame,  and  fome  additional  experi¬ 
ments  have  been  made  here;  the 
refult  of  which  1  Should  fooner 
have  tranfmitted  to  you,  had  I  not 
been  prevented  by  the  confiant 
engagements  of  my  profeffion. 

Experiments . 

I.  The  lweating-room  of  our 
Public  Iiofpitai  at  Liverpool, 
which  is  nearly  a  cube  of  nine 
feet,  lighted  from  the  top,  was 
heated  till  the  quickfiiver  ftood  at 
224°  on  Fahrenheit’s  fcale,  nor 
would  the  tube  of  the  thermometer 
indeed  admit  the  heat  to  be  railed 
higher.  The  thermometer  was 
fu'pended  by  a  tiring  fixed  to  the 
wooden  frame  of  the  fky-light, 


and  hung  dovvn  about  the  centre 
of  the  room.  Myfelf  and  feveral 
others  were  at  this  time  irsclofed 
in  the  Rove,  without  experiencing 
any  opprefiive  or  painful  fenfation 
of  heat,  proportioned  to  the  de¬ 
gree  pointed  out  by  the  thermome¬ 
ter.  Every  metallic  about  us  foori 
became  very  hot- 

IF  My  friend  Mr.  Park,  an  in¬ 
genious  furgeon  of  this  place, 
went  into  the  (love  heated  to  202°. 
After  ten  minutes  I  found  the 
pulfe  quickened  to  120*  And  to 
determine  the  increafe  of  the  ani¬ 
mal  heat,  another  thermometer 
was  handed  to  him,  in  which  the 
qnickfilver  already  ftood  at  9^°  > 
it  rofe  only  to  qq§,  whether  the 
bulb  of  the  thermometer  was  in- 
clofed  in  the  palms  of  the  hands, 
cr  received  into  the  mouth  *.  The 
natural  Rate  of  this  gentleman’s 
pulfe  is  about  65. 

III.  Another  gentleman  went 
through  the  fame  experiment  in 
the  fame  circumftances,  and  with 
the  fame  effects- 

IV7.  One  of  the  porters  to  the 
Hofpital,  a  healthy  young  man, 
and  the  pulfe  75,  was  inclofed  in 
the  ftove  when  the  quickfilver 
Food  at  2io°;  and  he  remained 
there  with  little  inconvenience, 
for  20  minutes.  The  pulfe,  now 
164,  aud  the  animal  heat  deter¬ 
mined  by  another  thermometer  as 
in  the  former  experiments,  was 
101 14 

V.  A  young  gentleman  of  a  de¬ 
licate  and  irritable  habit,  whofe 
natural  pulfe  is  about  80,  remain¬ 
ed  in  the  ftove  ten  minutes  when 
heated  to  2 24°.  The  pulfe  rofe 


*  The  fcale  of  the  thermometer,  which  was  fufpended  by  the  firing  about  the 
middle  of  the  room,  was  of  rnetal  ;  this  was  the  only  one  I  copld  then  procure,  op 
which  the  degrees  ran  to  high  as  to  give  any  fcope  to  the  experiment.  The  fcale 
of  the  other  thermometer,  which  was  employed  for  afcertaining  the  variations  in  the 
animal  heat  was  of  ivory. 


to 
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to  14$,  and  the  animal  heat  to 
1020.  This  gentleman  who  had 
been  frequently  in  the  ftove  during 
the  courfe  of  the  day,  found  him- 
felf  feeble  and  d'fpofed  to  break 
cu^  into  fweats  for  24  hours  after 
the  experiment. 

\  f  Twofmall  tin  veffels,  con¬ 
taining  each  the  white  of  an  egg, 
were  put  into  the  ftove  heated  to 
224°.  One  of  them  was  placed 
on  a  wooden  feat  near  the  wrall, 
and  the  other  fufpended  by  a  ftring 
about  the  middle  of  the  (love.  Af¬ 
ter  ten  minutes,  they  began  to  co¬ 
agulate;  but  the  coagulation  was 
fenfibly  quicker  and  firmer  in  that 
which  was  fufpended  than  in  that 
which  was  placed  on  the  wooden 
feat.  The  progrefs  of  the  coagu¬ 
lation  was  as  follows  :  it  was  firft 
formed  on  the  fides,  and  gradu¬ 
ally  extended  itfelf ;  the  whple  of 
the  bottom  was  next  coagulated ; 
and  laft  of  all  the  middle  part  of 
the  top. 

VII.  Part  of  the  fliell  of  an  egg 
was  peeled  away,  leaving  only  the 
film  which  furrounds  the  white; 
and  part  of  the  white  being  drawn 
out,  the  film  funk  fo  as  to  form  a 
little  cup.  This  cup  was  filled 
with  fome  of  the  albumen  ovi,  which 
was  confequently  detached  as  much 
as  poftible  frorn  every  thing  but 
the  contract  of  the  air  and  of  the 
fiim  which  formed  the  cup.  The 
lower  part  of  the  egg  flood  upon 
fome  light  tow  in  a  common  galli¬ 
pot,  and  w'as  placed  on  the  wooden 
beat  in  the  ftove.  The  quickfilver 
in  the  thermometer  ft  ill  continued 
at  2240.  After  remaining  in  the 
ftove  for  an  hour,  the  lower  part 
of  the  egg  which  was  covered  with 
the  fhell,  was  firmly  coagulated  ; 
but  that"  which  was  in  the  little 
cup  was  fluid  and  tranfparent.  At 


the  end  of  another  hour  it  was  (till 
fluid,  except  on  the  edges  where 
it  was  thinneft  and  here  it  was 
ft  ill  tranfparent ;  a  fufficient  proof 
that  it  was  dried,  not  coagulated. 

VIII.  A  piece  of  bees  wax,  pla¬ 
ced  in  the  fame  fituafion  with  the 
albumen  ovi  of  the  preceding  expe¬ 
riment,  and  expofed  to  the  fame 
degree  of  heat  in  the  ftove,  began 
to  melt  in  five  minutes  :  another 
piece  fufpended  by  a  ftring,  and 
a  third  piece  put  into  the  tin  veffel 
and  fufpended,  began  likewife  to 
liquify  in  five  minutes. 

Observations . 

That  heated  air  fhould  have 
fuch  a  fpeedy  and  powerful  effect 
in  quickening  the  pulfe,  while  the 
animal  heat  is  little  altered  from 
its  natural  ftandard;  that  the  hu¬ 
man  body  fhould  fo  eafily  bear  to 
be  furrounded  with  air  heated  to 
224°;  that  the  albumen  ovi,  which 
begins  to  coagulate  in  water  at  150°, 
fhould  remain  fluid  in  2240;  and 
that  the  fame  albumen  ovit  ftiii 
placed  in  the  air  heated  to  2240, 
fhould  coagulate  if  in  contact  ei¬ 
ther  with  tin  or  its  own  fhell,  are 
fads  as  Angular  as  they  are  diffi¬ 
cult  of  explanation.  From  the 
different  effeds  of  heated  air  on 
the  pulfe  and  the  heat  of  the  body, 
do  we  not  aifcover  the  fallacy  of 
that  theory  of  animal  heat  which 
has  been  adopted  by  Boerhaave 
and  other  celebrated  phyfiologifts ? 
They  fuppofe  that  animal  heat  is 
produced  by  the  attrition  of  the 
globules  of  the  circulating  fluids 
again  ft  the  fides  of  the  containing 
veffels  ;  but  in  feveral  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  experiments,  the  circulation 
was  amazingly  quickened  with  lit¬ 
tle  increafe  of  the  animal  heat.  But 
whence  is  it  that  the  human  body 
G  3  can 
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can  bear,  without  immediate  inju-  heat  of  this  medium.  Hence  the 
ry,  to  be  furrounded  with  air  albumen  ovi  remains  fluid  in  air 
heated  to  2240?  And  whence  is  heated  to  2240.  Hence  likewife 
it,  that  the  albumen  o<vi  does  not  the  frog,  the  lizard,  the  camelion, 
coagulate  in  this  degree  of  heat?  &c.  retain  their  natural  tempera- 
Is  it  that  fire  as  it  pafies  into  fome  ture,  and  feel  cold  to  the  touch, 
bodies  becomes  latent,  agreeable  though  perpetually  furrounded  with 
to  a  dodtrine  which  has  for  fome  air  hotter  than  their  own  bodies, 
time  been  taught  at  Edinburgh  by  Hence  alfo,  the  human  body  keeps 
ProfeiTor  Bl  a  c  k  ?  Or  does  fire  be-  nearly  its  own  temperature,  in  a 
come  fixed  and  quiefcent ,  according  ftove  heated  to  2240  :  or  may  even 
to  a  flmilar  fyftem  adopted  by  Dr.  pafs  without  injury  into  air  heated 
Franklin*?  Air  we  know  exifts  to  a  much  greater  degree,  accord- 
either  in  a  fixed  or  elaftic  ftate  ;  ing  to  the  obfervations  of  Du  Ha- 
and  fire  may  in  like  manner  exift  m  e  l  and  Ti  llett,  publifihed  in 
in  bodies,  either  in  a  latent,  fixed,  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of 
and  quiefcent  ;  or  in  a  feniibie.  Sciences*.  On  the  other  hand,  all 
fluid,  and  adlive  flate.  Agreeable  thofe  bodies  which  are  powerful 
to  this  idea,  the  bees  wax  receives  condudtors  of  fire  from  air,  are  in- 
the  fire  in  an  adlive  ftate,  and  dif-  fiuenced  in  proportion  when  fur- 
folves  ;  while  the  human  body  and  rounded  with  this  medium.  The 
the  albumen  o<vi ,  receiving  the  fire  bees  wax  melted  from  the  mere 
in  a  latent  ftate,  are  little  altered  contadl  of  the  air  in  experiment 
in  their  temperature.  Let  each  VIII  ;  and  in  experiment  VI,  the 
of  thefe,  however,  be  put  in  con-  albumen  o*vi  was  coagulated  on  the 
tadfc  with  a  different  body,  tin  for  intervention  of  another  body ,  which 
inftance  ;  and  though  the  heat  of  is  a  ftrong  condudtor  of  fire  from 
the  air  continues  the  fame,  yet  the  air.  But  whether  this  method  of 
fire  no  longer  enters  in  a  latent  reafoning  on  the  natural  caufe  of 
ftate,  but  with  all  its  fenfible  and  thefe  effedb  be  juft  or  not,  the  final 
adtive  powers ;  for  the  albumen  ovi  caufe  is  obvious,  and  is  to  be  re- 
fufpended  in  a  tin  veffel  foon  coa-  fblved  into  the  wife  and  benevo- 
gulares ;  and  the  human  body,  co-  lent  appointment  of  the  Almigh- 
vered  with  the  fame  metal,  would  ty.  Man  is  happily  fo  framed,  as 
quickly  experience  an  intolerable  to  poflefs  a  power  of  keeping  nearly 
and  deftrudlive  degree  of  heat,  the  fame  tenor  of  heat,  in  all  the 
Or  are  the  above  phenomena  more  variations  of  the  temperature  of 
iatisfadtorily  explained,  by  confi-  the  air  in  fummer  and  winter,  in 
derjng  different. bodies  as  poffeffing  hot  and  cold  climates  j  and  con- 
d afferent  condudting  powers;  fome  fequently  changes  his  fituation  on 
being  ftrong,  others  weak  con-  the  furface  of  the  globe,  with 
dudtors  of  fire  ?  Ail  thofe  bodies  much  lefs  inconvenience  or  injury, 
then  which  are  weak  condudtors  than  he  could  otherwife  have  done, 
ot  fire  front  air,  may  be  placed  The  fame  power  likewife  happily 
in  air,  without  receiving  the  adapts  different  animals  to  their 

*  Exper.  and  Obferv.  p.  346.  «nd  414. 

'fi  Memoires  pour  1761  $  And  likewife  our  Volume  for  176S,  Second  Part, 
**  refpedtiv« 
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refpe&ive  detonations.  The  lizard 
and  the  camelion  remain  cool  un¬ 
der  the  equator,  while  the  whale 
and  porpoife  retain  a  degree  of  heat 
above  that  of  the  human  body, 
though  furrounded  with  the  waters 
of  the  coldeft  Northern  Teas,  and 
amidft  mountains  of  ice  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Pole. 

Should  you  think  thefe  experi¬ 
ments  and  observations  on  heated 
air  of  a  fufficient  importance  to  be 
communicated  to  the  Royal  So¬ 
ciety,  they  are  at  your  difpofal. 

1  have  the  plealure  to  find,  that 
Dr.  Prieftley  is  profecuting  his 
very  ingenious  enquiries  on  air.  In 
a  letter  I  lately  received  from  him, 
he  informs  me,  that  he  has  difco- 
vered  a  lpecies  of  air,  which  will 
preferve  animal  life  fix  times  longer 
than  atmofpheric  air. 

I  remain  with  great  efteem,  &c. 

Article  the  Second. 

Experiments  on  Animals  ami  V ege- 
tables ,  with  refpeft  to  the  Power 
of  producing  Heat .  By  John  Hun¬ 
ter,  F.  R .  £. 

HEingeniousexperiments  and 
obfervations  lately  prefented 
to  this  learned  Society,  upon  a 
power  which  animals  feem  to  pof- 
iefs  of  generating  cold,  induced 
me  to  look  over  my  notes  of  cer¬ 
tain  experiments  and  obfervations 
made  in  the  year  1766,  which  in¬ 
dicate- an  oppofite  power  in  ani¬ 
mals;  whereby  they  are  capable 
of  refilling  any  external  cold  while 
alive,  by  generating  within  them- 
felves  a  degree  of  heat  fufficient  to 
counteraft  it.  Thefe  experiments 
were  not  originally  inflituted  in 
view  of  the  difcovery,  which  in 
the  event  rcfulted  from  them,  but 
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for  a  very  different  purpofe  ;  which 
was  no  other  than  to  iatisfy  my- 
felf,  whether  an  animal  could  re¬ 
tain  life  after  it  was  frozen,  as  had 
been  confidently  alTerted  both  of 
fifh  and  fnakes.  I  mention  this, 
to  account  for  what  might  other- 
wile  be  attributed  to  negligence 
and  inattention  ;  namely,  that  lit¬ 
tle  nicety  was  ufed  in  meafuring 
the  preciie  degrees  of  the  cold  ap¬ 
plied  in  thefe  experiments.  Ac¬ 
curacy  in  this  particular  was  not 
aimed  at,  being  of  no  confequence 
in  the  inquiry  more  immediately 
before  me.  The  cold  produced 
was  firft  by  means  of  ice  and  lnow 
with  fal  ammoniac  or  fea-falt,  and 
was  about  io°  of  Fahrenheit’s 
thermometer.  Then  ice,  fo  cool¬ 
ed,  was  mixed  with  fpirit  of  ni¬ 
tre  ;  but  what  degree  of  cold  was 
thus  produced  I  did  not  examine. 
This  cold  mixture  was  made  in  a 
tub  furrounded  with  woollen  cloths, 
and  covered  with  the  fame,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  efft&s  of  the  heat  oi  the 
atrnofphere  upon  the  mixture  it- 
felf,  and  to  preferve  as  much  as 
poffible  a  cold  atrnofphere  within 
the  veffel.  The  animal  juicer 
blood  for  example,  freeze  a»  v, 
fo  that  a  piece  of  dead  He  to  cutou 
be  frozen  in  fuch  an  atrnofphere. 

Experiments . 

I.  The  firft  experiment  was 
made  on  two  carp.  They  were 
put  into  a  glafs  veffel  with  com¬ 
mon  river  water,  and  the  veffel 
put  into  the  freezing  mixture  ;  the 
water  did  not  freeze  faft  enough  ; 
and  therefore,  to  make  it  freeze 
fooner,  we  put  in  as  much  cooled 
fnow  as  to  make  the  whole  thick. 
The  fnow  round  the  carp  melted; 
we  put  in  more  freto  fnow,  which 
G  4  melted 
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melted  alfo;  and  this  was  repeated 
ieveral  times,  till  we  grew  tired, 
and  at  laft  left  them  covered  up  in 
the  yard  to  freeze  by  the  joint 
operation  of  the  furrounding  mix- 
lure  and  the  natural  cold  of  the  at- 
inofphere.  They  were  frozen  at 
laft,  after  having  exhaufted  the 
whole  powers  ot  life  in  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  heat.  That  this  was 
really  the  cafe,  could  not  be  known, 
till  I  had  compleated  that  part  of 
the  experiment,  for  which  the 
whole  was  begun  ;  \Te.  the  thaw¬ 
ing  of  the  animals.  This  was 
done  very  gradually;  but  the  ani¬ 
mals  d?d  not  with  flexibility  re¬ 
cover  life.  While  in  this  cold, 
they  fliewed  flgns  of  great  uneafi- 
siefs  by  their  violent  motions.  In 
lome  of  thefe  experiments,  where 
air  was  made  the  conductor  of  the 
cold  and  heat,  that  the  heat  might 
be  more  readily  carried  off  from 
the  animal,  a  leaden  veflel  was 
ufed.  It  was  final!  for  the  fame 
reafon  ;  and  as  it  was  neceffary, 
for  the  animal’s  refpiration,  that 
the  mouth  of  the  veflel  iliouid  com¬ 
municate  with  the  open  air,  it  was 
made  pretty  deep  that  the  cold  of 
the  atmofphere  round  the  animal 
might  not  be  diminifhed  faft  by 
the  warmth  of  the  open  air,  which 
would  have  fpoileft  it  as  a  con¬ 
ductor. 

II  The  fecond  experiment  w?as 
upon  a  dcrmoufe.  The  vefTel  was 
funk  in  the  cold  mixture  almoft 
to  its  edge.  The  atmofphere 


round  the  animal  foon  cooled;  its 
breath  froze  as  it  came  from  the 
mouth  ;  an  hoar-froft  gathered  on 
its  whifkeis,  and  on  all  the  jnfide 
of  the  veflel  ;  and  the  external 
ends  ot  the  hair  became  covered 
W'ith  the  fame.  While  this  was 
going  on,  the  animal  (hewed  flgns 
or  great  uneafioefs  :  fometimes  it 
would  coil  it felf  into  a  round  form, 
to  preferve  its  extremities,  and 
confine  its  heat  ;  but  finding  that 
ineffectual,  it  then  endeavoured  to 
make  its  efcape  *;  its  motions  be-? 
came  lefs  violent  by  the  finking  of 
the  vital  powers;  and  its  feet  were 
frozen  ;  but  we  were  not  able  to 
keep  up  the  cold  a  iufficient  time 
to  freeze  the  whole  animal,  its 
hair  being  fuel]  a  bad  conductor  of 
heat,  that  the  confumption  was 
not  more  than  the  animal  powers 
were  capable  of  fupporting  f 
IIL  The  third  experiment  was 
made  upon  another  dormoufe. 
From  the  failure  of  the  laft  expe¬ 
riment  I  took  care  that  the  hair 
fhould  not  a  fecond  time  be  an  ob- 
ftruCtion  to  the  fuccefs  of  cur  ex¬ 
periment.  I  therefore  firft  wetted 
it  all  over  that  the  heat  of  the 
animal  might  be  more  inftanta- 
neoufly  carried  off;  and  then  it 
was  put  into  the  leaden  veflel. 
The  w  hole  was  put  into  the  cold 
mixture  as  before.  The  animal 
foon  gave  flgns  of  its  feeling  the 
cold,  by  repeated  attempts  to  make 
its  efcape.  The  breath,  and  the 
evaporating  water  from  its  body 


*  ’T'hjs  fhews,  that  cold,  carried  to  a  great  degree,  rather  routes  the  animal  into 
action^  than  depretles.it  ;  but  it  would  appear,  from  many  circumftances  and  ob¬ 
servations,  that  a  certain  degree  of  cold  produces  inadiv lty  both  in  the  living  and; 
fenfuive  principle,  which  wifi  be  farther  illuftrated  hereafter. 

f  Thelet  experiments  were  made  in  the  prefence  of  Dr.  George  Fordyce,  and 
Ui.  I  rwin,  teachei  ot  Chemiffry  at  Glalgow  ;  the  latter  ot  whom  came,  in  acci¬ 
dentally  in  the  middle  of  our  operations. 
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were  fonn  frozen,  and  appeared 
like  a  hoar-frort  on  the  fides  of  the 
veifel,  and  on  its  whifkers  ;  but 
while  the  vigour  of  iife  laded,  it 
defied  the  approach  of  the  cold. 
However,  from  the  hair  being 
wet,  and  thereby  rendered  a  good 
conductor  of  heat,  there  was  a 
much  greater  confumption  of  it 
than  in  the  former  experiment, 
r his  haftened  on  a  diminution  of 
the  power  of  producing  it.  The 
animal  died,  and  foon  became 
ftuT  ;  upon  thawing  it,  we  found 
it  was  dead. 

IV.  The  fourth  experiment  was 
upon  a  toad.  It  was  put  into  wa¬ 
ter  juft  deep  enough  not  to  cover 
its  mouth,  and  the  whole  was  put 
into  the  cold  mixture,  now  be¬ 
tween  io°  and  15°.  It  allowed  the 
water  to  freeze  dole  to  it  ;  which 
as  it  were  clofed  it  in  ;  but  the 
animal  did  not  die,  and  therefore 
was  not  frozen ;  however  it  hardly 
ever  recovered  the  ufe  of  its 
limbs. 

V.  The  fifth  experiment  was 
withafnail,  which  froze  very  foon, 
in  a  cold  between  io°  and  1 30  ;  . 
but  this  experiment  was  made  in 
the  winter,  when  the  living  pow¬ 
ers  ofthofe  animals  are  very  weak: 
it  might  have  refitted  the  cold  more 
ftronglyin  thefummer. 

To  afcertain  whether  vegetables 
could  be  frozen,  and  afterwards 
retain  all  their  properties  when 
thawed,  or  had  the  fame  power  of 
generating  heat  with  animals,  I 
made  feveral  experiments.  Vege¬ 
table  juices  when  fqueezed  out  of  a 
green  plant,  fuch  as  cabbage  and 
lpinnage,  froze  in  a  cold  about 
29°;  and  between  290  and  30° 
thawed  again,  which  is  about  40 
above  the  point  at  which  the  ani¬ 
mal  juices  freeze  and  thaw. 
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I.  I  took  a  young  growing  bean, 
about  three  inches  long  in  the 
ftalk,  and  put  it  into  the  leaden 
vefiel  with  common  water,  and 
thrn  immerfed  the  whole  into  the 
cold  mix  lire.  The  water  very 
foon  froze  all  round  it  ;  hoWever, 
the  bran  it  felt  took  up  a  longer 
time  in  freezing  than  the  fame 
quantity  of  water  would  have  done* 
yet  it  did  freeze,  and  was  after¬ 
wards  thawed,  and  planted  in  the 
ground,  but  it  foon  withered.  The 
lame  experiment  was  made  upon 
the  bulbous  roots  of  tulips,  and 
with  the  fame  fuccefs. 

II.  A  young  Scotch  fir,  w7hicb 
had  two  compleat  (hoots  and  a 
third  growing,  and  which  conie- 
quenily  was  in  its  third  year,  was 
put  into  the  cold  mixture,  which 
was  between  150  and  1  y°.  The 
laft  fhoot  froze  with  great  difficul¬ 
ty,  which  appeared  to  be  owing 
in  fome  meafure  to  the  repulfion. 
between  the  plant  and  the  water. 
When  thawed,  the  young  fhoot 
was  found  flaccid.  It  was  planted  ; 
the  firft  and  fecond  fhoot  we  found 
retained  life,  while  the  third,  or 
growing  ftioot,  withered. 

III.  A  young  fhoot  of  growing 
oats  with  three  leaves,  had  one 
of  the  leaves  put  into  the  cold 
mixture  at  220,  and  it  foon  was 
frozen.  The  roots  were  next  put 
in,  but  did  not  freeze  ;  and  when 
put  into  the  ground,  the  whole 
grew,  excepting  the  leaf  which 
had  been  frozen.  The  fame  ex¬ 
periment  was  made  upon  the 
leaves  and  roots  of  a  young  bean, 
and  attended  with  the  fame  fuc¬ 
cefs. 

IV.  A  leaf  taken  from  a  grow¬ 
ing  bean  was  put  into  the  cold 
mixture,  and  frozen,  and  after¬ 
wards  thawed,  which  ferved  as  a 
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iiandard.  Another  frefh  leaf  was 
taken  and  bent  in  the  middle  upon 
itlelf;  a  imall  {hallow  leaden  veffel 
was  put  upon  the  top  of  the  cold 
mixture,  and  the  two  leaves  put 
upon  its  bottom  ;  but  one  half  of  each 
leaf  was  not  allowed  to  touch  the 
VefFel  by  the  bend  ;  the  cold  mix¬ 
ture  was  between  iy°  and  150, 
and  the  atmofphere  at  22°.  The 
furfaces  of  the  two  leaves  which 
were  in  contact  with  the  lead  wese 
foon  frozen  in  both  j  but  thole 
furfaces  which  rofe  at  right  angles, 
and  were  therefore  only  in  contact 
with  the  cold  armof;  here,  did  not 
freeze  in  equal  titties  ;  the  one 
that  had  gone  through  this  procefs 
before,  froze  much  fooner  than  the 
frefh  ore.  The  above  experiment 
was  repeated  when  the  cold  mix¬ 
ture  vyas  at  250,  24°,  and  the  at- 
roofphere  neatly  the  fame,  arid 
with  the  fame  fuccefs  ;  only  the 
leaves  were  longer  in  freezing,  es¬ 
pecially  the  5refh  leaf. 

V.  The  vegetable  juices  above- 
mentioned  being  frozen  in  the 
leaden  veffel,  the  cold  mixture  at 
28°.  and  the  atmofphere  the  fame, 
a  growing  fir-ihoot  was  laid  upon 
the  furface,  alfo  a  bean  leaf ;  and 
upon  remaining  there  fome  mi¬ 
nutes,  they  were  found  to  have 
thawed'  the  furface  on  which  they 
lay.  This  I  thought  might  arife 
from  the  greater  warmth  of  thefe 
fubftances  at  the  time  of  applica¬ 
tion  ;  but  by  moving  the  fir- {hoot 
to  another  part,  we  had  the  fame 
efifedb  produced. 

VI.  A  freili  leaf  of  a  bean  was 
exactly  weighed  ;  it  was  then  put 
into  the  cold  atmofphere  and  fro¬ 
zen.  In  this  {bate  it  was  put  back 
into  the  fame  Icale,  and  allowed  to 
thaw.  No  alteration  in  the  weight 
was  produced. 


It  appears  from  the  above  expe¬ 
riments,  that  an  animal  muff  be  de¬ 
prived  of  life  before  it  can  be  frozen. 
Secondly,  that  there  is  an  exertion, 
or  an  expence  of  animal  powers,  in 
doing  this,  in  proportion  to  the 
necelfity  ,•  and  that  the  whole  ani¬ 
mal  life  may  be  exhaufled  in  this 
way.  Thirdly,  that  this  power  is 
in  proportion  to  the  perfection  of 
the  animal,  the  natural  heat  proper 
to  each  fpecies,  and  to  each  age. 
It  may  alfo  perhaps  depend,  in 
fome  degree,  on  other  circum- 
ftances  not  hitherto  obferved  :  for 
from  experiment  II.  and  HI.  upon 
dormice,  I  found  that  in  thefe  ani¬ 
mals,  which  are  of  a  conftitutiort 
to  retain  nearly  the  fame  heat  in 
all  temperatures  of  the  air,  it  re¬ 
quired  the  greateft  cold  I  could 
produce  to  overcome  this  power  ; 
while  in  experiment  IV.  and  V 
this  power  in  the  toad  and  1  nail, 
whofe  natural  heat  is  not  always 
the  fame,  but  is  altered  very  ma¬ 
terially  according  to  the  external 
heat  or  cold,  was  exbaufted  in  a 
degree  of  cold  not  exceeding  io<» 
or  1 50:  and  the  fnail  being  the 
mod  imperfect  of  the  two,  its 
powers  of  generating  heat  were  by 
much  the  weakeft. 

That  the  imperfedt  animals  will 
allow  of  a  corifiderable  variation  in 
their  temoerature  of  heat  and  cold. 

t  * 

is  proved  by  the  following  experi¬ 
ments.  The  thermometer  being 
at  450,  having  introduced  the  ball 
by  the  mouth  into  the  ftomach  of 
a  frog,  which  had  been  expofed  to 
the  fame  cold,  it  rofe  to  49°.  I 
then  put  the  frog  into  an  atmo¬ 
fphere  made  warm  by  heated  wa¬ 
ter,  and  allowed  it  to  day  there 
twenty  minutes  i  when,  upon  in¬ 
troducing  the  thermometer  into 
the  ftomach,  it  raifed  the  quick- 
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filver  to  64.0.  But  to  what  degree 
the  more  imperfect  animals  are 
capable  of  being  rendered  hotter 
and  colder,  at  one  time  than  an¬ 
other,  i  have  not  been  able  to  de¬ 
termine.  T  he  torpidity  of  thefe 
animals  in  our  winter  is  probably 
owing  to  the  great  change  wrought 
in  their  temperature  by  the  exter¬ 
nal  heat  and  cold.  The  cold  in 
their  bodies  is  carried  to  fuch  a 
degree,  as  in  great  meafure  to 
put  a  flop,  while  it  lafts,  to  the 
vital  functions.  In  warmer  cli¬ 
mates  no  fuch  effect  is  produced. 
In  this  refpeft  they  refemble  vege¬ 
tables. 

From  the  foregoing  experiments 
it  appears  ;  firft,  that  plants  when 
in  a  ftate  of  actual  vegetation,  or 
even  in  fuch  a  ftate  as  to  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  vegetating  under  certain 
circumftances,  muft  be  deprived  of 
their  principle  of  vegetation  be¬ 
fore  they  can  be  frozen.  Second- 
ly,  vegetables  have  a  power  within 
themlelves  of  producing  or  gene¬ 
rating  heat  ,•  but  not  always  in 
proportion  to  the  diminution  of 
heal  by  application  of  cold,  fo  as 
to  retain  at  ail  times  an  uniform 
degree  of  heat  ;  for  the  internal 
temperature  of  vegetables  is  fuf 
ceptible  of  variations  to  a  much 
greater  extent  indeed  than  that  of 
the  more  imperfetl  animals  ;  but 
ftiil  within  certain  limits.  Beyond 
thefe  limits  the  principle  o',  vege¬ 
table,  as  of  animal  life,  refills  any 
further  change.  Thirdly,  the  heat 
of  vegetables  varies,  according  to 
the  temperature  of  the  medium  in 
which  they  are,  which  we  difco- 
ver  by  varying  that  temperature, 
and  obferving  the  heat  of  the  ve¬ 
getable.  Fourthly,  the  expence  of 
the  vegetating  powers  in  this  cafe 
is  proportioned  to  the  neceffity, 
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and  the  whole  vegetable  powers 
may  be  exhaulled  in  this  way. 
Fifthly,  this  power  is  moft  pro¬ 
bably  in  proportion  to  the  perfec¬ 
tion  of  the  plant,  the  natural 
heat  proper  to  each  fpecies,  and 
the  age  of  each  individual.  It 
may  a!fo  perhaps  depend,  in  fome 
degree  on  other  circumftances  not 
hitherto  obferved  ;  for  in  experi¬ 
ment  II.  the  old  fhoot  did  not  lofe 
its  powers,  while  that  which  was 
young  or  growing  did  ;  and  in  ex¬ 
periment  HI.  and  IV.  we  found, 
that  the  young  growing  fhoot  of 
the  fir  was  with  great  difficulty 
frozen  at  io°,  while  a  bean-leaf 
was  eafily  frozen  at  220 ;  and  in 
experiment  V.  the  young  fhoot  of 
the  fir  thawed  the  ice  at  2^°,  much 
father  than  the  leaf  of  the  beam 
Sixthly,  it  is  probably  by  means 
of  this  principle,  that  vegetables 
are  adapted  to  different  climates. 
Seventhly,  that  fulpenfion  of  the 
functions  of  vegetable  life,  which 
takes  place  during  the  winter  fea- 
fon,  is  probably  owing  to  .their 
being  fufceptible  of  fuch  a  great 
variation  of  internal  temperature. 
Eighthly,  the  roots  of  vegetables 
are  capable  of  refilling  cold  more 
than  the  Item  or  leaf;  therefore, 
though  the  ftem  be  killed  by  cold, 
the  root  may  be  prelerved,  as  daily 
experience  evinces.  The  texture 
of  vegetables  alters  very  much  by 
the  lofs  of  life,  efpecialiy  thole 
which  are  watry  and  young  ;  from 
being  brittle  and  crifp  they  be¬ 
come  tough  and  flexible.  The  leaf 
of  a  bean  when  in  full  health  is 
thick  and  malfy,  repels  water  as  if 
grealy,  and  will  often  break  be¬ 
fore  it  is  confiderably  bent ;  but  if 
it  is  killed  flowly  by  cold,  it  will 
lofe  all  thefe  properties,  becoming 
then  pliable  and  flaccid  ;  deprived 
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of  its  power  of  repelling  water,  it 
is  eafily  made  wet,  and  appears 
like  boiled  green:'.  It  killed  quick¬ 
ly  by  being  frozen  immediately, 
it  will  remam  in  the  fame  ftate  as 
when  alive;  but  upon  thawing, 
■will  immediately  loie  all  its  for¬ 
mer  texture.  This  is  fo  remark¬ 
able,  that  it  wood  induce  one  to 
believe,  that  it  loft  confiderably  of 
its  fubftance  ;  but  from  experi¬ 
ment  VI.  it  is  ev'd-T  t  that  it  does 
not.  T  he  fame  thing  happens  to 
a  plant  when  killed  by  electric 
cify  *«  If  a  growing  jui  y  plant 
receives  a  ftroke  of  eb&tici  y  (ef¬ 
ficient  to  kill  it.  its  leaves  droop, 
and  the  whole  becomes  flexible. 

So  far  animal  and  vegetable  life 
appear  to  be  the  fame  ;  yet  an  ani¬ 
mal  and  a  vegetable  differ  in  one 
very  material  circumftance,  which 
it  may  be  proper  to  take  particular 
notice  of  in  this  place,  as  it  iliews 
itfelf  with  remarkable  evidence  in 
thefe  experiments.  An  animal  is 
equally  old  in  all  its  parts,  ex¬ 
cepting  where  new  parts  are  form¬ 
ed  in  confequence  of  difeafes  ;  and 
we  find ,  that  thefe  new  or  young 
parts  in  animals,  like  the  young 
jfhoots  of  vegetables,  are  not  able 
to  Support  life  equally  with  the 
old  ;  but  every  plant  has  in  it  a 
Series  of  ages.  According  to  its 
years,  it  has  parts  of  all  the  fuc- 
cefiive  ages  from  its  firft  forma¬ 
tion  ;  each  part  having  powers 
equal  to  its  age,  and  each  part,  in 
this  refpedl,  being  fimilar  to  ani¬ 
mals  of  fo  many  different  ages. 
Youth  in  all  cafes  is  a  ftare  of. im¬ 
perfection  ;  for  we  find  that  few 
animals  that  come  into  the  world 


in  winter  live,  unlefs  they  are  par¬ 
ticularly  taken  care  of;  and  we 
may  obferve  the  fame  of  vegeta¬ 
bles.  I  found  that  a  young  plant 
was  more  eafily  killed  than  an  old 
one  ;  as  alfo  the  youngeft  part  of 
the  fame  plant. 

This  power  of  generating  heat 
fee  ms  to  be  peculiar  to  animals 
and  vegetables  while  alive,  It  is 
in  both  a  power  only  of  oppofition 
and  refiftance  ;  for  it  is  not  found 
to  exert  itfelf  fpontaneoufly  and 
unprovoked  ;  but  muff  always  be 
excited  by  the  energy  of  fome  ex¬ 
ternal  frigorific  agent.  In  ani¬ 
mals  it  does  not  depend  on  the 
motion  of  the  blood,  as  fome  have 
fuppoied,  becaufe  it  belongs  to 
animals  who  have  no  circulation  ; 
befides,  the  nofe  of  a  dog,  which 
is  nearly  always. of  the  fame  heat 
in  all  temperatures  of  the  air,  is 
well  fupplied  with  blood  ;  nor  can 
it  be  laid  to  depend  upon  the  ner¬ 
vous  fyftem,  for  it  is  found  in  ani¬ 
mals  that  have  neither  brain  or 
nerves.  It  is  then  moft  probable, 
that  it  depends  on  fome  other  prin¬ 
ciple  peculiar  to  both,  and  which 
is  one  of  the  properties  of  life  ; 
which  can,  and  does,  a£t  inde¬ 
pendently  of  circulation,  fen  fa - 
tioh,  and  volition  ;  viz.  that  power 
which  preferves  and  regulates  the 
internal  machine,  and  which  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  common  to  animals 
and  vegetables.  This  principle  is 
in  the  moft  perfedl  ftate  when  the 
body  is  in  health,  and  in  many  de¬ 
viations  from  that  ftate,  we  find 
that  its  adlion  is  extremely  uncer¬ 
tain  and  irregular  ;  fometimes  rifing 
higher  than  the  ftandard,  and  at 


*  To  kill  a  whole  plant  by  eleftricity,  it  is  neceffary  to  apply  the  conductor,  or 
give  a  (hoi  k  to  every  projecting  part  ;  for  any  part  that  is  out  of  the  line  of  direction 

will  ftill  retain  life. 
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other  times  falling  much  below  it. 
Inftances  ot  this  we  have  in  differ¬ 
ent  difeafes,  and  even  in  the  fame 
difeafe,  in  very  ffiort  intervals  of 
time.  A  very  remarkable  one  fell 
under  my  own  obfervation,  in  a 
gentleman  who  was  taken  with  an 
apoplectic  fit  ;  while  he  lay  infen- 
fible  in  bed,  and  covered  with 
blankets,  I  found  that  his  whole 
body,  would  in  an  inftanr,  become 
extremely  cold  in  every  part  ;  con¬ 
tinue  fo  for  forne  time  ;  and,  in  as 
Ihort  a  time,  he  would  become  ex¬ 
tremely  hot.  While  this  was  go¬ 
ing  on  for  feveral  hours  alternately , 
there  was  no  fenfible  alteration  in 
his  pulfe. 


1  wo  Cafes  of  great  Fatnefs  and  Som¬ 
nolency  ,  treated  by  Dr .  Fothergill; 
in  one  of  which  the  patient  happily 
recovered  by  per  fevering  in  the  Re- 
g  imen  prefcrihedby  thatGentleman ; 
while  the  patient ,  in  the  other, 
unfortunately perifhedby  negle fling 
it  for  the  Advice  of  Friends .  From 
an  Article,  by  the  Doflsr  bimfelf, 
in  Medical  Obfervations  and  in¬ 
quiries,  by  a  Society  of  Fhyficians 
in  London. 

A  Country  tradefman,  aged 
about  thirty,  of  a  fliort  ffa- 
ture,  and  naturally  of  a  freih,  fan- 
guine  complexion,  and  very  fat, 
applied  to  me  for  afiiltance.  He 
complained  of  perpetual  drowzinefs 
and  inactivity.  His  countenance 
was  almoft  livid  ;  and  fuch  a  de¬ 
gree  of  fomnolency  attended  him, 
that  he  could  fcarce  keep  awake 
whilft  he  defcribed  his  fituation. 
in  other  refpeCts  he  was  well. 

I  advifed  him  immediately  to 
quit  all  animal  food,  to  live  folely 
on  vegitables,  and  every  thing  pre- 
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pared  from  them,  allowed  him  a 
glafs  of  wine  or  a  little  beer  occa- 
fionally,  but  chiefly  to  confine  him- 
felf  to  water.  He  purfued  the  plan 
very  fcrupuioufly,  loll  his  redun¬ 
dant  fat,  grew  aCtive  as  ufual  in 
about  fix  months.  I  recommended 
a  perfeverance  for  a  few  months 
longer  ;  then  to  allow  himfelf  light 
animal  food  once  or  twice  a  week, 
and  gradually  to  fall  into  his  ufual 
way  of’living.  Hegrewwell,  and 
continued  fo. 


A  young  unmarried  woman, 
about  twenty-three  years  of  age, 
of  a  low  (future,  and  very  fat,  ap¬ 
plied  to  me  for  afiiftance  in  a  great 
difficulty  ofbreathing,  fonmoleacy, 
and  incapacity  for  any  exercife.  It 
was  a  hard lln p  to  her  to  be  obliged 
to  go  up  (fairs,  and  at  laft  to  crofs 
the  floor  of  her  apartment. 

It  feemed  to  me  that  mere  obe- 
fity  was  her  principal  milady: 
indeed  (he  had  no  other  complaint 
but  fuch  as  apparently  might.be 
accounted  for  from  this  fuppofition. 
She  was  ordered  to  purfue  a  vege¬ 
table  diet,  and  in  the  fummer  to 
drink  the  waters  at  Scarborough. 
She  conformed  to  thefe  directions, 
became  more  agile,  lefs  fleepy, 
lei’s  averfe  to  exercife.  She  walked 
up  the  ffeps  at  Scarborough  from 
the  fpaw,  a  talk  of  no  little  diffi¬ 
culty  to  people  much  lefs  encum¬ 
bered.  I  urged  a  continuance  of 
the  fame  diet  :  flie  was  diffuaded 
from  it  by  her  friends,  and  died  of 
fat  in  the  twenty-feventh  year  ot 
her  age.  She  left  permilfion  with 
her  filter,  to  be  opened,  if  it  was 
defired  :  the  cafe  was  too  fingular 
to  be  negleCted :  all  the  vifcera 
were  perfectly  found,  but  larded 
with  fat  beyond  apprehenfion.  In 
dividing  the  external  teguments, 

we 
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•we  cut  through  z\  inches  of  tat. 
She  died  ftsddenly. 

Some  inftances  of  a  fimilar  na¬ 
ture,  in  which  a  vegetable  diet 
has  fafety  contributed  to  reduce  im¬ 
moderate  corpulency,  induces  me 
to  think  that  a  prudent  trial  in  the 
cafe  I  am  treating  of  (an  Angina 
Pedoris)  would  be  advifeable.  Per¬ 
haps  a  reafonable  ufe  ofwine,  not  a 
generous  one,  fhc  Id  here  be  allow¬ 
ed,  left  the  ftrength  fhould  be  di- 
mini ftied  too  much  in  proportion  » 
and  if  the  power  of  abforption 
'  fhould  by  this  means  fail,  we  may 
probably  lofe  more  ground,  by  the 
increafe  of  the  ferofa  col  Indies  in  the 
cavity  of  the  thorax,  than  what  we 
gain  by  fubtradting  the  fat. 

All  the  means  of  increafing  the 
thinner  fecretions  are  evidently 
pointed  out  as  neceftarv,  from  this 
diffedtion;  and  if  to  thefe  we  join 
fmall  dofes  of  chalybeates,  or  other 
medicines,  andx  an  abftinence  from 
animal  food,  fo  far  as  the  patient’s 
health,  fituafion,  and  manner  of 
life  will  admit  of  it,  we  are  per¬ 
haps  rendering  ali  the  reafonable 
aftiftance  we  can,  till  future  difcp- 
veries  make  us  better  acquainted 
with  the  real  caufe  of  this  lingular 
diftemper. 


Some  Account  of  a  ’very  remarkable 
Medical  Cafe ,  in  which  all  the 
Pones ,  .particularly  thofe  of  the 
P highs  and  legs  lojl  their  Solidity ; 
by  Mr.  Henry  Thornfon,  Sur¬ 
geon  to  the  London  -  Hofpital. 
From  Medical  Oblervations  and 
Inquiries  by  a  Society  of  Phyfcians 
in  Lend  on. 

1TAMES  Stevenfon,  a  fhoe- 
tj  maker  in  Wapping,  aged 
thirty-three,  five  feet  feven  inches 


high,  enjoyed  a  good  fta'te  of 
health  till  about  the  year  1766, 
when  he  was  feized  with  violent 
pains  in  his  knees  and  feet,  and 
was  tormented  with  a  head-ach, 
which  came  on  at  irregular  pe¬ 
riods;  thefe  pains  he  fuppofed  to 
be  rheumatic,  and  had  recourfe  to 
a  variety  of  medicines,  and  to  em¬ 
pirical  aid,  without  finding  any  aL 
leviation  whatever  of  his  com¬ 
plaints.  In  the  month  of  Novem¬ 
ber  of  the  fame  year,  he  injured 
his  left  fihoulder  by  a.  fall,  which 
occafioned  him  confiderable  pnj 
and  he  was  unable  to  move  it  for 
feverai  months  afterwards* 

In  November  176S,  he  flipped 
down  in  his  ihop,  and  fancied  he 
had  fprained  his  right  thigh  ;  this 
injury  confined  him  to  his  bed 
about  a  week  ;  and  he  was  after¬ 
wards  unable  to  walk  without  the 
fupport  of  a  perfen’s  arm  and  a 
crmch-ftick.  On  the  twenty-firft 
of  December  following,  as  he  was 
endeavouring  to  go  Up  ftairs  to 
bed,  fupported  by  his  wife,  he 
ftruck  the  toe  of  his  right  foot 
upon  the  edge  of  the  ftep,  and 
inftantly  cried  out  that  his  thigh 
was  broke.  He  was  put  to  bed, 
and  an  apothecary  being  fent  for 
the  next  morning,  who,  paying 
little  attention  to  the  injured 
thigh,  attributed  the  great  pain  he 
fufFered  to  an  increafe  of  his  rheu¬ 
matic  complaints,  and  gave  him 
medicines  accordingly.  In  this  fttu- 
ation  he  continued  upwards  of  a 
fortnight,  when  Dr.  Dickenfon,  phy- 
fiersn  to  the  London-Hofpital,  was 
called  in.  Upon  his  viewing  the 
thigh  fo  much  complained  of,  he 
found  it  crooked  and  much  fliorter 
than  the  other,  and  therefore  ad- 
vifed  a  burgeon  to  be  fent  for. 

I  faw  him  the  following  day, 

and 
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and  on  examination,  found  a  frac¬ 
ture  of  the  thigh-bone  near  its  up¬ 
per  extremity.  I  effected  the  re¬ 
duction  as  well  as  I  could,  by 
means  of  very  little  extenfion,  and 
had  reafon  to  fuppofe  that  the  ends 
ot  the  bone  were  in  due  contaCt, 
by  the  limb  being  of  an  equal 
length  with  the  other.  It  was  fe- 
cured  in  this  pofirion  with  the 
ufual  apparatus;  and  I  was  in 
hopes  that  his  pain  would  now 
ceafe  :  the  event  however  proved 
different;  his  pains  continued, 
though  not  fo  violent.  This  cir- 
curnftance  obliged  me  frequently 
to  unbind  the  fplints,  and  to  re¬ 
accommodate  the  bandage,  judg¬ 
ing  that  either  the  puckering  of 
the  bandage,  or  tightnefs  of  the 
fplints,  might  occafion  in  fome 
meafure  the  uneafinefs  which  he 
felt.  About  the  end  of  five  weeks 
from  the  time  I  had  replaced  the 
thigh-bone,  defirous  of  knowing 
how  far  the  union  was  completed, 
I  undid  the  whole  apparatus,  and 
requeued  his  wife  to  lift  up  the 
leg,  by  placing  one  hand  under 
the  ham,  and  the  other  to  embrace 
the  leg  above  the  ancle,  whilft  I 
examined  the  degree  of  firmnefs 
where  the  fraClure  had  been.  In 
doing  this  I  was  furprized  to  find 
th'*  thigh-bone,  yield  and  fall  in, 
about  a  hand’s  breadth  above  the 
knee,  fimilar  to  that  of  a  fraCture, 
excepting  that  in  this  cafe,  there 
was  no  fenfation  of  grating,  as  is 
ufual,  wnere  the  broken  bone  is  of 
a  folid  textute.  Upon  turning  my 
bead  aboiu  to  rive  1  is  wife  direc¬ 
tions  to  lower  the  leg  upon  the 
pillcw,  I  became  more  aftonifhed, 
for  1  found  the  !e^  almoft  doubled 
in  her  hands;  a  fimilar  feparation 
of  the  t.bia  and  fibula  (the  two 
bones  of  the  leg)  had  taken  place 
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about  a  hand’s  breadth  below  the 
tuberofity,  as  had  been  juft  before 
noticed,  in  the  os  femoris  (the  thigh 
bone).  But  thefe  reparations 
were  unaccompanied  with  anv  re¬ 
markable  figns  of  additional  pain 
to  the  patient. 

This  deplorable  fituation  of  the 
patient  urged  me  to  a  particular 
inquiry  into  the  caufe  of  fo  un¬ 
common  a  calamity.  I  could 
however  learn  nothing  fatisfaCfory, 
further  than  concerning  the  rheu¬ 
matic  complaints  before  mention¬ 
ed,  which  gave  me  fome  fufpicion 
that  a  venereal  virus  might  poffi- 
bly  have  laid  the  foundation  for 
the  fufferings  he  had  undergone. 
I  queftioned  him  upon  this  head; 
he  acknowledged  that  he  had  had 
a  venereal  complaint  between  two 
and  three  years  before  he  married; 
that  be  never  thought  himfelf  cur¬ 
ed  of  it,  though  he  had  then  been 
married  about  fix  years;  that  he 
had  fcorbutic  blotches  upon  him 
for  fome  years  and  declared  he 
had  then  a  gleet. 

Upon  viewing  the  eruption,  I 
was  confirmed  in  my  opinion, 
that  it  was  venereal  ;  I  therefore 
relolved  that  he  Ibould  begin  a 
mercurial  courfe,  and  accordingly 
directed  a  drachm  of  the  ftrong 
mercurial  ointment  to  he  rubbed  in 
every  night,  under  the  bam  of  the 
found  limb. 

Previous  to  my  dreffing  up  the 
miferable  leg  -and  thigh,  I  examin¬ 
ed  the  feparation  (lor  I  could  not 
call  it  fra&ure)  which  had  been 
produced  in  the//£/tf  (thegreat  bone 
of  the  leg.)  The  fkin  being  very 
thin,  from  the  emaciated  condition 
of  the  patient,  I  could  perceive  by 
the  finger  a  regular  tranfverfe  cleft 
in  the  tibia ;  there  W2s  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  ecchymofis  (livid  fpots  or 

blotches 
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blotches  in  the  (kin)  nor  tumefac¬ 
tion,  nordid  any  appear  afterwards; 
upon  tracing  the  furface  of  the  ti¬ 
bia  with  my  fingers,  below  the 
Mure,  I  found  a  remarkable  fofr- 
rsets  and  yielding  of  the  bone  down 
to  its  lower  extremity,  (imilar  to 
a  fluid,  being  contained  therein. 
So  extraordinary  a  circumftance 
excited  my  curiofity,  and  I  deter¬ 
mined  to  explore  the  nature  of  fo 
uncommon  a  feel,  by  laying  it 
open.  The  following  day  I  made 
an  incifion,  about  five  inches  in 
length,  with  a  fcalpai,  through 
the  fkin,  along  the  fpine  of  the  ti¬ 
bia,  and  turning  the  knife  about  an 
inch  acrols  upon  the  furface  of  the 
bone,  I  made  a  fecond  incifion  pa¬ 
rallel  with  the  firft,  and  then  re¬ 
moved  this  incifed  portion  clear 
from  the periojleum  (the  (kin  cover¬ 
ing  the  bone),  which  was  remark¬ 
ably  thin.  Finding  upon  examin¬ 
ation  of  my  fingers,  that  the  ex¬ 
ternal  part  o(  the  bone  was  ex¬ 
tremely  pliant  and  yielding,  I 
paffed  mv  knife  through  it,  and  re¬ 
moved  all  that  had  been  denuded 
with  the  greateft  eafe,  its  texture 
being  only  about  the  foiidity  and 
thicknefs  of  the  rind  of  cheefe. 

This  being  d  one,  1  found  a  dulky 
red,  or  liver-coloured  flefh,  occu¬ 
pying  the  whole  internal  part  of 
the  bone,  devoid  of  fenfibility,  and 
from  which  the  olfeus  covering 
had  been  removed,  without  the 
leaft  haemorrhage  :  in  (Tort,  it  ap¬ 
peared  to  me  an  unorganized  mals, 
(imilar  to  the  flefli-like  fubftance  or 
coagulum  which  may  be  formed 
upon  a  (lick  or  feather,  by  ftirring 
freflh  drawn  blood  in  a  bafon. 

The  mercurial  unftion  was  con¬ 
tinued  every  night  for  the  fpace  of 
a  fortnight  :  the  ptyalifm  gradually 
advanced,  and  he  fpat  about  a  pint 
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in  the  twenty-four  hours,  when  it 
arrived  to  its  height.  The  wound 
of  the  leg  fuppurated  in  the  moll 
kindly  manner,  and  healed  in  a 
fliort  nine.  The  fpitting  alleviated 
the  pains  in  his  limbs,  the  erup-* 
tion  upon  the  (kin  gradually  di(- 
appeared,  and  upon  the  whole,  his 
health  feemed  much  amended. 

The  right  ieg  and  thigh  began 
to  fhorten.  and  acquired  foon  a 
confiderable  degree  *  f  deformity. 
The  bandage  and  fplints  were  dif- 
continued,  as  being  no  longer  fer- 
viceable  ;  and  finding  the  left  ti¬ 
bia  become  tokened  in  the  manner 
which  had  been  obferved  in  that 
of  the  right,  I  lamented  his  fate, 
as  judging  him  pall  all  hope  of  re¬ 
lief,  However,  his  cafe  being 
made  known  to  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  who  from  time  to  time  aflift- 
ed  him  with  money,  feveral  of  its 
members  vifited  and  directed  the 
ufe  of  various  things.  He  drank 
wort  for  a  confiderable  time,  and 
likewife  the  antifcorbutic  juices, 
and  for  a  great  while  took  a  decoc¬ 
tion  of  the  bark  with  elixer  of  vi¬ 
triol,  by  the  order  of  Dr.  Dickfon, 
who  frequently  faw  him  :  but  no¬ 
thing  which  was  tried  having  any 
effect  in  checking  the  progrefs  of 
this  deplorable  difeafe,  the  poor 
man  grew  tired  of  medicines,  and 
calmly  expected  his  diffolution. 

From  the  lime  o(  my  fir  ft  at¬ 
tendance  upon  him,  to  the  day  of 
his  death,  he  was  never  able  to  be 
removed  out  of  his  bed  ;  he  lay 
upon  his  back,  nor  could  he  ever 
bear  to  be  turned  upon  his  fide. 

The  left  leg  and  thigh  loft  its 
ftraitnefs,  and  became  deformed  in 
like  manner  with  the  right  $  and 
in  proportion  as  the  contra&ioni 
and  deformity  took  place,  he  gra¬ 
dually  loft  all  fenfe  of  mufcular 
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fiction  ;  Hut  when  it  became  nccef- 
fary  to  fmooth  the  fheet  under  him, 
he  was  very  fenfible  of  pain,  upon 
lifting  up  and  laying  down  the 
limbs. 

His  appetite  remained  good  the 
whole  time  of  his  confinement, 
till  within  three  weeks  of  his 
death  :  he  was  fometimes  coftive, 
and  had  recourfe  to  a  laxative  elec¬ 
tuary  at  thele  times  :  his  urine  for 
the  firft  two  years  generally  depo- 
flted  a  whitifh  lediment,  which 
upon  evaporation  became  like  mor¬ 
tar  ;  and  he  voided  three  or  four 
final!  jagged  ftones  forne  time  after 
a  complaint  in  his  loins. 

He  was  at  laft  feized  with  a 
lientery,  which  put  an  end  to  a 
miferable  exigence,  on  the  i  8th  of 
February  1775,  after  a  confine¬ 
ment  to  his  bed  of  above  fix  years. 

Dr.  Hunter  did  me  the  favour 
of  aftifting  in  the  examination  of 
the  body.  Upon  opening  the  tho¬ 
rax  (chefi),  we  found  the  ribs  and 
Jlernum  (the  bread  bone),  had  loft 
all  their  folidity,  being  eafily  cut 
through  with  a  common  fcalpel  j 
the  cartilages  of  the  ribs  were  un¬ 
altered  ;  the  content  of  the  thorax 
and  abdomen  (beliy),  appeared  in  a 
healthy  date,  and  were  no  other- 
wife  affc fled  than  by  fituation,  ow¬ 
ing  to  the  deformity  of  what  ori¬ 
ginally  formed  the  bony  fupports 
of  the  thorax ,  the  fpine ,  and  pelvis 
(hips).  The  gaul-bladder  however 
was  deftitute  of  bile,  greatly  con¬ 
tracted,  aud  contained  a  confider- 
able  number  of  very  final  1,  black, 
jagged  ftones,  refembiing coal  duft. 
We  next  proceeded  to  examine  the 
ftate  of  every  bone  in  the  body  ; 
the  refult  was,  that  we  could  eafily 
pafs  the  knife  through  thofe  of  the 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


cranium  (fkull),  Jlernun\>  ribs,  ver¬ 
tebrae  (joints  of  the  back  bone), 
pelvis ,  ancl  all  the  cylindrical  bones 
which  formed  the  extremities  ;  and 
the  phalanges  of  the  fingers  were 
even  fo  much  altered,  that  they 
were  capable  of  being  flit  through 
longitudinally.  All  thefe  origi¬ 
nally  bony  parts  confided  of  a 
mere  cortical  or  outiide  ofteous 
covering,  of  the  thicknefs  of  rind 
of  cheefe,  and  of  an  indde  fleih- 
coloured  niafs.  The  cartilaginous 
coverings  of  the  epiphyfes  of  the 
bones  of  the  extremities  appeared 
to  have  loft  much  of  their  ori¬ 
ginal  thicknefs  :  in  many  parts 
of  the  epiphyfes  it  appealed  as  if 
this  cartilaginous  covering  was  in 
a  manner  annihilated,  whilft  in 
other  pans  it  appeared  prominent 
and  full  of  humps.  The  epiphyfes 
we  re  equally  compreiTible  and 
fpringy  to  the  touch  as  the  dia- 
phyfes  of  the  fame  bones  ;  and  - 
though  there  was  an  apparent  di¬ 
minution  of  cartilaginous  covering, 
yet  it  by  no  means  appeared  to  he. 
abraded,  fince  what  remained  pre- 
ferved  its  pearly  colour  and  fmooth 
polidi  ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that 
though  the  joints  of  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremities,  in  particular,  had  been 
deftitute  of  motion  above  fix  years, 
the  ftnovia  was  perfectly  good,  and 
in  great  quantity. 

I  have  only  to  add,  that  the 
mu  feu  la  r  parts  in  general,  but  more 
particularly  of  the  lower  extremi¬ 
ties,  were  exceedingly  pale,  hav¬ 
ing  loft  the  appearance  of  Hefih  j 
and  it  would  fcarcely  have  been 
pofiibie  to  have  traced  them  by 
diftedtion,  from  their  contortion 
and  adhefion  to  each  other. 
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Some  Account  of  a  nemo  fpecies  of 
Mortification  lately  objermed  by 
Percivai  Pott,  EJq ;  F.  R-  S:  and 
Surgeon  to  St.  Rartholomew’s- 
Hofpiial  ;  and  the  happy  Dijco- 
<very  of  the  extraordinary  Efficacy 
of  Opium  in  the  cure  of  it,  made 
by  the  / 'aid  Gentleman,  after  the 
Bark  had  failed.  From  a  nemo 
Work  of  his  lately  publijhed ,  en¬ 
titled,  Chirurgical  Observations 
relative 'to  the  Cataract,  Pvup- 
tures,  Mortifications  of  the  Toes 
and  Feet,  &c. 

/T  R-  Pott  defcrihes  the  above 
XVjL  diforder,  as  “  making  its 
full  appearance  on  the  infide,  or  at 
the  extremity  of  one  ot  the  imailer 
toes,  by  a  finall,  black,  or  bluiili 
fpot  :  from  this  fpot  the  cuticle  is 
always  found  to  be  detached,  and 

the  fidn  under  it  to  be  of  a  dark 

- 

red  colour. — Its  progrcfs  in  feme 
is  flow  ;  in  others  rapid,  and  hor¬ 
ridly  painful  :  it  generally  begins 
on  the  infide  of  each  filial]  toe,  be¬ 
fore  it  is  vifible  either  on  sts  under 
cr  upper  part  j  and  when  it  makes 
its  attack  on  the  foot,  the. upper 
part  of  it  fir  ft  fhews  its  diitempered 
Fate,  by  tumefaflion,  change  of 
colour,  and  fometimes  by  veiica- 
tion  ;  hut  wherever  it  is,  one  of 
the  fir  ft  marks  of  it  is  a  reparation 
or  detachment  of  the  cuticle’, 

“  The  common  method  of  treat¬ 
ing  this  diftemper  is,  by  fpiritous 
fomentations,  cataplafms  actually 
and  potentially  warm,  by  dreffings 
of  the  digeflive  kind,  as  they  are 
called,  animated  with  warm  pun¬ 
gent  oils  and  b.dfams,  be.  and  in¬ 
ternally  by  the  Peruvian  hark.” 

This  method,  Mr.  Pott  lays,  he 
has  feldom  or  never  known  To  fuc- 
ceed.  Pie  has  tried  the  bark,  he 
fays,  as  fully  and  fairly,  and  as 


varioufly  as  any  man  has  or  can  ; 
but  in  the  fpecies  of  mortification 
above  deferibed,  he  cannot  aferibe 
to  it  a  merit  which  it  does  not  de- 
ferve. 

He  proceeds,  after  deferihing 
the  various  ways  in  which  he  has 
tiled  the  bark,  to  relate  the  cafe 
which  led  to  the  difeovery  of  the 
virtues  of  opium  in  the  following 
words. 

“  Some  time  ago  I  had  a  patient 
labouring  tinder  this  complaint, 
who  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to 
take  the  bark  in  any  form  what¬ 
ever.  1  made  ufe  of  every  argu¬ 
ment,  but  to  no  purpofe  :  fomen¬ 
tation,  pouliice,  and  the  ufual  dref¬ 
fings,  were  applied  in  the  ufual 
manner  -f  the  difeafe  advanced 
home  days  more,  fome  days  lefs, 
and,  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight,  the 
final!  toes  were  all  completely  mor¬ 
tified,  the  great  one  became 
biackifh,  the  toot  much  fwolen, 
altered  in  colour,  and  the  difeafe 
Teeming  to  advance  with  fuch  hafty 
ftrides,  that  I  fuppofed  a  very  few 
days  would  determine  the  event. 
The  pain  in  the  foot  and  ancle  was 
fo  great,  and  fo  continual,  as  to¬ 
tally  to  deprive  the  patient  of 
deep.  On  this  account,  and  merely 
to  procure  fome  remiffion,  I  gave 
two  grains  of  opium  at  night, 
which  not  having  the  defired  ef¬ 
fect,  I  repeated  it  in  the  morning. 
Finding,  during  the  following  day, 
fome  advantage,  I  repeated  the 
fame  dole  night  and  morning,  for 
three  days  ;  at  the  end  of  which 
time  the  patient  became  quite  eafy, 
and  the  appearances  on  the  foot 
and  ancle  were  vifibly  more  fa¬ 
vourable.  Encouraged  by  this,  I 
increafed  the  quantity  of  the  me¬ 
dicine,  giving  one  grain  every 
three  or  four  hours,  taking  care  to 

watch 
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Watch  its  narcotic  effeft,  and  to 
heap  the  belly  empty  by  glyfters. 
2n  nine  days  troni  the  firft  admini- 
drationof  the  opium,  all  the  turner 
fadlion  of  the  foot  and  ancle  totally 
fubfided,  the  (bin  recovered  its  na¬ 
tural  colour,  and  all  the  mortified 
parts  plainly  began  to  feparate  ;  in 
another  week  they  were  all  loofe 
and  cafting  off,  the  matter  was 
good,  and  the  incarnation  florid. 

During  the  whole  of  this 
time,  I  continued  the  ufe  of  the 
opium,  varying  its  quantity,  as 
tnrcumdances  required,  but  never 
gave  lefs  than  three  or  four  grains 
in  twenty-four  hours. 

“  When  the  Houghs  were  all 
caff  off,  the  bones  feparated,  and 
1  had  only  a  clean  fore  to  drefs 
and  heal,  I  gradually  left  off  the 
medicine. 

“  I  am  very  willing  to  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  however  well  pleafed  I 
might  be  with  the  event  of  this 
cafe,  yet  I  really  regarded-it  as  ac¬ 
cidental;  fo  much  fo,  that  having 
very  foon  after  another  opportu¬ 
nity,  I  did  not  care  to  trtift  to 
opium  alone,  but  joined  the  bark 
with  it.  The  event  was  equally 
fortunate.  But  although  1  had 
joined  the  cortex  with  the  extrac- 
tum  thebaicum,  and  did  therefore 
attribute  the  fuccefs  to  their  united 
powers,  yet  the  effedt  was  fo  very 
unlike  to  what  1  had  ever  feen  from 
the  bark  without  opium,  that  I 
could  not  avoid  ferioufly  and  often 
refiedting  on  it,  and  determining 
to  ufe  it  by  itfelf,  whenever  ano¬ 
ther  opportunity  fhould  offer.  I 
did  fo,  and  fucceeding  in  the  fame 
happy  manner,  though  tinder  the 
very  difagreeable  circumdaiices  of 
feventy  years  of  age,  a  broken,  di- 
ftempered  conditution,  and  the  dd* 
safe  making  a  hafly  progrefs/' 
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An  account  of  fome  Experiments  tried 
on  the  Urine  of  a  Man  about 
thirty  three ,  labouring  under  a 
confirmed  Diabetes ,  cwith  the  rjery 
extraordinary  Refill  thereof ;  by 
Mathew  Dobfon,  Efq ;  M-  D. 
of  Liverpool.  From  Medical 
Obfervations  and  Inquiries,  by 
a  Society  of  Phyfcidns  in  Lon¬ 
don; 

I 

Experiment  L 

SOME  of  this  patient’s  urine, 
_  which  was  quite  tranfparent, 
and  of  a  very  pale  draw  colour, 
fweet,  and  not  the  lead  urinous  to 
the  tade,  was  fet  by  in  an  open 
veffel  to  obferve  its  foontaneous 

i 

changes.  This  was  in  the  month 
of  November,  when  Fahernheit’s 
thermometer  ftood  about  52  during 
the  warmed  part  of  the  day. 

In  24  hours,  a  feparation  began 
to  take  place  ;  fome  woolly  clouds 
appeared,  which  gradually  fubfid- 
ing,  covered  the  bottom  of  the 
veffel  with  a  loofe  white  precipi¬ 
tate.  At  the  fame  time,  air  bubf 
bles  were  detached,  which  carried 
fmail  portions  of  the  woolly  clouds 
to  the  furface,  where  they  remained 
fufpended.  This  intedine  motion 
continued  for  fevera!  days,  and 
produced  a  thin  head  on  the  fur- 
face  of  the  urine,  much  redoubling 
that  which  is  formed  on  the  fur- 
face  of  fermenting  liquors.  G;i 
/baking  the  veffel,  the  intedine 
motion  was  increafed  and  a  vinous 
fmell  was  eaflly  didinguilbed.  Soon 
after  this,  the  fluid  became  fourifli; 
and  the  refolution  going  on,  the 
next  change  was  to  the  keen  fmell 
of  vinegar.  The  further  and  lad 
change  w?.$  to  the  putrid  and  of- 
fenfive. 

H  a 


£x?e- 


IDO 


A  T  U  R  A  L  HIS  T  O  R  Y 


Experiment  II. 

Eight  ounces  of  blood  taken 
from  the  arm  of  this  patient,  ex¬ 
hibited,  after  Handing  a  proper 
time,  the  following  appearances. 
The  craj] amentum  had  a  flight  buff, 
a  dee  degree  of  firmnefs,  and  was 
in  the  ultra!  proportion  to  th tferum. 
The  ferum  was  opaque,  and  much 
refembled  common  cheefe  whey  ; 
it  w,as  fweerifh,  but  I  thought  not 
fo  fweet  as  the  urine. 


Experiment  VI. 

The  fame  experiment  was  re¬ 
peated  after  the  patient  was  fo  far 
recovered  as  to  pafs  only  14  pints 
of  urine  in  the  24.  hours,  to  have 
a  inotfl.  and  foft  fkin,  and  to  have 
gained  flefh  and  ftrength.  There 
was  now  a  ftrong  urinous  fmelf 
during  the  evaporation,  and  the 
refiduum  could  not  be  procured  in 
a  fa! id  form,  but  was  blackifh, 
and  much  refembled  very  thick 
treacle. 


ExpERIME  NT 

The  urine  of  this  patient,  ex- 
pofed  to  a  boiling  hear,  faltered 
no  degree  of  coagulation. 

Experiment  IV. 

Neither  was  it  coagulated,  on 
being  mixed  with  the  '  mineral 
acids. 

Experiment  V- 

Two  quarts  of  this  urine  were, 
by  a  gentle  heat,  evaporated  to 
drynefs,  under  the  infpe&ion  of 
Mr.  Poole,  apothecary  to  the  hof- 
pital,  and  Mr.  Wait  ha!,  one  of 
the  houfe  apprentices.  There  re¬ 
mained,  after  the  evaporation,  a 
w  h  i  t  e  ca  k  e  w  h  i  c  h  w  e  ig  h  e  d  5  i  v .  ^  i  j , 
and  3ij.  This  cake  was  granulated, 
and  broke  eafily  between  the 
fingers  ;  it  fuelled  fweet  like 
brown  fugar,  neither  could  it,  by 
the  tafte,  be  diftinguifhed  from  fu¬ 
gar,  except  that  the  fweetnefs  left 
a  flight  (enfe  of  coolriefs  on  the 
palate.  It  had  no  falinefs,  nor 
was  there  any  effervefcence,  on  the 
addition  of  the  acid  elixir  of  vi¬ 
triol  ;  but  on  the  addition  of  a 
more  concentrated  vitriolic  acid, 
an  effervescence  enfued,  and, fame 
fun  ses  arofe  which  had  the  pungent 
fmdl  of  the  marine  acid. 
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Singular  In  fiances,  among (1  many 
others  which  might  he  brought 
f  rom  the  fame  IVork ,  of  a  revived, 
or  newly  dij covered  Property  in 
Carrots ,  grated  and  reduced  with 
Water  into  the  Form  of  a  Poultice , 
as  firfi  recommended  by  Mr  Soult- 
zer,  to  fab  due,  very  fpeedily ,  the 
intolerable  Stench ,  and  abate  the 
great  Pain ,  attending  cancerous 
ulcers  ;  and  of  Wort ,  or  the  In- 
fa, /ion  of  Malty  by  correcting  the 
Habit ,  effectually  to  cure,  in  Finis, 
the  faid  naufeous  and  defperate 
Complaints  ;  by  Mr.  Henry  Gib- 
fon,  Surgeon  at  Newcallle  upon 
Tyne.  From  Medical  Obferva- 
tions  and  Inquiries,  Cfe. 

ANN  Sandham,  a  woman 
about  twenty  years  of  age, 
was  admitted  a  patient  of  the  in¬ 
firmary,  the  10th  of  January  1768. 
She  had  been  afflidted,  during  two 
or  three  years,  with  a  large  pha¬ 
gedenic  ulcer  on  the  foot,  extend¬ 
ing  over  the  whole  of  the  upper 
part  of  the  metatarfus ,  and  about 
two-thirds  of  the  tarfus $  the  edges 
cl  the  ulcer  hard  and  inflamed  ; 
the  whole  foot  f welled,  and  the  in¬ 
flammation  of  the  integuments 

reaching 
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reaching  halfway  up  the  leg;  the 
fore  very  foul,  with  a  gangrenous 
afped,  attended  with  luch  a  foetid 
fine  11  as  is  not  to  be  expreifed. 

This  rniferabie  creature,  weary 
of  her  life,  came  with  an  intention 
10  have  her  limb  taken  off.  She 
had  been  my  patient  five  years  be¬ 
fore,  for  a  mortification  of  all  the 
toes  of  the  fame  foot,  which,  with 
much  difficulty,  after  their  feparat- 
ing,  had  been  healed  ;  fo  that 
having  fome  reafon  to  fufped,  that 
the  toes  had  formerly  fphacelated 
from  an  offificarion  of  the  arteries, 
my  brethren  of  the  Infirmary,  as 
well  as  myfelf,  on  conluitation, 
were  averfe  to  amputation,  though 
much  foiicited  to  it  hy  the  mifer- 
able  creature  herfelf ;  her  blood 
alfo  appeared  to  be  in  a  putrid 
diffolved  ftate  ;  her  breath  very 
feetid,  and  her  whole  look  cada¬ 
verous.  Having  experienced  in  a 
late  cafe,  the  excellency  of  the 
carrot  poultice,  in  removing  the 
naufeous  fmell  of  an  ulcerated  can¬ 
cer,  I  ordered  it  to  be  applied 
here,  with  an  intention  principally 
to  get  the  better  of  that  difagreeable 
fymptom,  which,  inthiscafe,  was 
to  the  greateft  degree  that  the  reft 
of  the  furgeons  or  myfelf  had  ever 
known  ;  and  as  flic  had  formerly, 
while  her  toes  were  fphacelated, 
taken  vaft  quantities  of  the  cortex 
'  and  wine,  yet  had  mended  very 
(lowly,  (lie  was  ordered  to  drink 
at  pleafure,  from  a  quart  to  three 
pints,  of  the  infufion  of  malt, 
(according  to  Dr.  Macbride)  daily  ; 
and  that  the  bad  fmell  might  not 
be  injurious  to  any  of  the  other 
patients,  fhe  was  ordeied  into  the 
lazaretto.  The  very  next  day,  the 
poultice  had  entirely  fuppreffed  the 
(tench  ;  and  moreover  had  fubfti- 
tuted  its  own  fvveet  fmell  ;  the 
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pain  was  confiderably  a  (Triaged  ; 
the  inflammation  and  (welling  di- 
minilhed  ;  (he  was  able  to  move 
her  ancle,  and  mod  thankfully  ex- 
preffed,  that  (lie  had  had  a  better 
night  than  for  a  year  and  a  half 
before  !  In  fhort,  from  this  time, 
the  ichorous  difeharge  changed  for 
the  better  every  day  in  colour,  con¬ 
fidence,  and  quantity,  and  in  lit¬ 
tle  more  than  a  week,  became  very 
laudable  ;  the  hard  inflamed  lips 
foftened  ;  the  furface  of  the  ulcer 
put  on  a  healing  appearance  ;  the 
patient’s  conftitution  manifedly 
mended,  and  (lie  was  discharged 
cured  the  i2th  of  May  following  ; 
in  which  time  (he  had  taken  no 
other  medicine  than  the  malt  in¬ 
fufion,  nor  had  any  other  topical 
application  befides  the  carrot  poul¬ 
tice,  except  when  the  fore  was  con- 
traded  to  the  fize  of  a  (hilling  ; 
then  edgings  of  cerat.  alb .  were 
ufed  along  with  it,  becaufe,  when 
the  difeharge  was  become  (mail,  I 
thought  the  drynefs  of  the  poultice 
brought  off  with  it  fome  of  rhe 
new  cicatrifed  (kin.  In  fad,  this 
application  agreed  fo  well  with 
this  ulcer,  that  what  was  meant  at 
fird  only  to  remove  the  bad  fmell, 
anfwered  fully  every  curative  inten¬ 
tion  ;  I  mean  as  a  topic  :  and  I 
have  great  reafon  to  believe,  that 
had  we  been  able  to  have  procured 
carrots  in  perfedion  during  the 
months  of  February  and  March, 
this  cure  would  have  been  per¬ 
formed  in  much  lefs  time  ;  for  it 
v/as  very  obfervabie,  that  when 
none  but  the  old  full-grown  car¬ 
rots  could  be  bought,  which  were 
become  lefs  (ucculent  by  keeping, 
or  the  young  Fp ring  ones  with  their 
juices  lefs  exalted,  that  the  cure 
advanced  more  (lowly  ;  and  polfi- 
bly  that  might  be  the  caufe  why  we 
H  3  made 
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made  no  progrefs  the  la  ft  two 
months  in  the  cafe  of  the  other 
ulcer,  after  fuch  promifing  appear¬ 
ances. 

Upon  the  whole,  I  dare  not  pre¬ 
tend  to  afi'ert,  that  a  cataplafm  of 
carrots  will  cure  an  ulcerated  can¬ 
cer;  hut  I  dare  advance,  that  it 
will  fubdue  the  intolerable  flench , 
frequently  attending  foul,  gangre¬ 
nous  cancerous  ulcers,  which  has 
heretofore  been  no  inconsiderable 
cleflideratuni  in  furgery,  both  in  re- 
fpedt  to  the  patients  themfelves, 
and  to  the  people  who  are  about 
them.*  '  — 

Mr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Keenlyfide, 
Mr.  Stodarr,  my  worthy  friends 
and  colleagues  at  the  Infirmary, 
were  very  attentive  to  the  progrefs 
of  this  cure,  and  will  bear  tefti- 
mony  to  what  I  have  related  con¬ 
cerning  it.  To  conclude,  it  ap¬ 
pears  from  this  hiftory,  that  the 
iubduing  and  conquering  the  bad 
fm el),  and  abating  the  pain,  were 
due  to  the  carrot  poultice ;  but  that 
the  correcting  the  patient’s  bad  ha¬ 
bit,  may  be  attributed  to  the  malt 
infuflon  ;  and  indeed  it  feemeri  to 
agree  wonderfully  well  with  her; 
it  kept  her  in  a  gentle  laxative 
ftate,  ufually  procuring  her  daily 
two  ftools.  She  was  obftrudted  be¬ 
fore  llie  w^as  admitted,  and  in  the 
courfe  of  her  recovery,  fibe  became 
regular.  In  fine,  Hie  improved  in 
health  every  day  from  her  being 
put  upon  this  courfe,  though,  when 
my  patient  before,  /be  was  more 
months  in  recovering  under  a 
courfe  of  the  cortex,  &c.  than  weeks 
at  this  time- 

I  have,  in  the  courfe  of  this 
year,  had  three  or  four  other  fcor- 
bu tic  patients,  with  foul  ulcers  of 
long  (landing,  under  this  courfe. of 
malt  infufion,  with  all  of  whom  it 


agreed  very  well ;  it  generally 
kept  them  in  a  gentle  laxative 
ftate,  and  apparently  did  them  fer- 
vice;  but  noonefo  clearly  received 
benefit  from  it  as  the  fubjedl  of  the 
la  ft  related  cafe;  and  I  make  no 
doubt,  but  in  long  voyages  at  feas 
where  recent  vegetables  cannot  be 
bad,  that  it  will  prove  a  noble  fub- 
ftitute,  and  fully  an.fyver  the  inter? 
lion  of  the  benevolent,  humane, 
original  propofer  of  it. 


PhyflcalObflervations  on  the  flur priz¬ 
ing  Efficacy  of  halt  in  feeding, 
fattening ,  and  multiplying  Cattle ; 
and  of  courfe  improving  Land  for 
every  other  Purpofle  — By  a  Gen¬ 
tleman  who  Jubjcrihes  bimflelf 

w.  w. 

IN  looking  over  the  firft  volume 
Jt  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  Royal 
Academy  ot  Sciences  at  Paris,  I 
met  with  a  paper  entitled,  “  Pfay- 
fical  Obfer vations  on  the  Effects  of 
Salt  in  fattening  Cattle.  5  The 
title  excited  my  curiofity ;  and,  on 
reading  the  memoir,  the  author’s 
reafoning  appeared  to  me  not  only 
pjaufible,  but  convincing.  His 
views  are  certainly  enlarged,  and 
direSled  to  objedls  of  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  kind,  viz.  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  land,  and  the  increafe  of 
cattle.  He  lays  it  down  as  an 
axiom,  or  felt-evident  truth,  that, 
by  increasing  cattle,  land  may  be 
improved ;  and,  by  improving 
land,  cattle  may  be  multiplied. 

The  farmer,  he  fays,  who  has  a 
more  than  ordinary  flock  of  work¬ 
ing  cattle,  reaps  a  double  advan¬ 
tage:  one,  by  having  his  work: 
done  in  fealort ;  and  the  other  by  en¬ 
riching  a  greater  proportion  of  his 

land 
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land  by  means  of  their  additional 
manure  ;  the  only  difficulty  is,  how 
to  maintain  an  increafed  number 
without  increafing  the  expence. 
This,  he  aliens,  may  be  done  by 
the  ufe  of  fait  ;  and  advances  the 
three  following  proportions  : 

1.  That  fait,  given  with  the 
food  of  cattle,  augments  the  nou- 
rifhment  of  that  food. 

2.  That,  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  fait  eaten  by  cattle,  the 
effedls  of  that  augmentation  Will 
be  perceivable. 

3.  That  no  ill  confequences  will 
follow  from  excefs  of  fait  eaten  by 
cattle,  even  though  it  iliould  be 
given  them  without  Hint. 

Thefe  propofitions  he  endeavours 
to  fupport  by  unqueftionable  fadts. 

In  the  jurifdiCtion  of  Arles,  in 
the  county  of  Provence,  there  is, 
be  fays,  a  diftridt  called  the  Crau, 
extended  in  length  about  fix 
leagues,  and  in  breadth  about 
three,  the  whole  furface  of  which' 
is  covered  with  final!  rough  ftones, 
and  not  a  tree  or  bufh  is  to  be  feen 
in  the  whole  diftridt,  except  here 
and  there  on  the  borders  ;  yet  on 
this  fpot  fo  feemingly  fteriie,  by 
the  free  ufe  of  fait,  more  numerous 
flocks  of  fheep  are  bred  and  reared, 
than  upon  any  other  common  of 
equal  extent  throughout  the  whole 
kingdom  ;  and,  what  is  no  lefs  re¬ 
markable,  the  fheep  are  healthier, 
and  hardier,  and  endure  the  feve- 
rity  of  the  winter  with  lefs  lofs, 
though  they  have  fewer  fheep-cors 
for  covering,  than  thofe  bred,  and 
fed  on  more  copious  paftures,  and 
that  have,  befides,  the  advantage 
of  mere  convenient  fliclter.  Add 
to  this,  that  the  wool  of  the  flocks 
bred  and  brought  up  in  the  Crau, 
is  not  only  the  fineft  in  the  whole 
county,  but  bears  the  higheft  price 
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of  any  in  France. — From  hence 
he  concludes,  that  it  is  to  the  un¬ 
limited  ufe  of  fair,  that  thefe  fur- 
pricing  effedls  are  to  be  aferibed  ; 
for  it  frequently  happens  that  the 
Crau  is  fo  burnt  up  in  the  fummer, 
that  the  poor  animals  are  forced  to 
turn  up  rhe  very  ftones  to  come  at 
the  few  blades  of  grafs  that  grow 
round  them  :  and  yet  none  peril'll 
for  want  of  food-  Let  every  ex¬ 
cellence,  therefore,  that  can  rea- 
fonably  be  fuppofed  inherent  tn  the 
herbage,  be  allowed  to  it,  yet  the 
quantity  of  it  is  fo  fmali,  that, 
without  the  abundant  ufe  of  fait, 
a  fourth  part  of  the  fheep  kept  in 
the  Crau,  could- not  fubflft  in  it. 

But,  as  a  ft -.11  further  demonftra- 
tion,  that  this  aftonifhing  effect  is 
foleiy  to  be  attributed  to  fait,  we 
have,  fays  the  writer,  in  Langue¬ 
doc,  on  the  borders  of  the  Rhone, 
a  fpot  of  the  fame  kind  of  ftony 
land,  in  every  refpedt  fimilar  to 
that  of  the  Crau  ;  yet,  for  want  of 
the  free  ufe  of  fait,  that  of  Lan¬ 
guedoc  does  not  maintain  a  tenth 
part  of  the  number  of  fheep  that 
are  brought  lip  in  the  Crau,  though 
in  other  refpedts  it  is  no  ways  infe¬ 
rior,  the  wines  and  other  fruits 
produced  on  the  borders  of  both 
being,  in  their  goodnefs  and  other 
effetuial  qualities,  equal. 

Having  proved  his  firft  propofl- 
tion  incontrovenibly ,  he  proceeds, 
in  proof  of  the  fecond,  to  recom¬ 
mend  an  eafy  experiment,  which  it 
is  in  every  farmer’s  power  to  make; 
and  that  is,  to  give  to  one  half  of 
Ls  cattle  fait,  and  to  the  other 
half  none.  By  this  Ample  trial, 
he  fays,  in  lefs  than  a  month,  the 
difference  will  be  difcerna'ole.  The 
cattle  to  whom  the  fait  is  given 
will  fliew  it  in  their  looks,  in  the 
fleeknefs  of  their  coats,  in  their 
H  4  growth. 
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growth,  and  their  ftrength  and 
fitnefs  for  labour-  He  adds,  that 
with  little  more  than  with  half  their 
ufual  food  ail  thefe  effeds  will 
be  produced- 

To  eftablifh  his  third  propor¬ 
tion,  he  appeals  to  the  practice 
about  Arles,  where  the  cattle  have 
as  much  fait  as  they  will  eat,  and 
none  are  fo  healthy,  or  -thrive  fo 
fail,  as  thofe  that  eat  the  moft  of 

e 

It. 

From  thefe  ohfervations,  there 
cannot  remain  a  doubt  of  the  good 
effeCts  of  fait  in  the  feeding  and 
fattening  of  cattle  ;  but  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted  that  the  writer  is 
totally  blent  with  refpeCt  to  the 
method  of  giving  the  fait  to  the 
labouring  cattle-  He  has,  indeed, 
informed  his  readers,  that  in  8 
days  Ills  flock  of  300  fheep  eat 
151b-  of  fait,  being  one  pound  to 
every  fcorej  and  it  ftiould  feern  by 
his  manner  of  exprefling  himfelf, 
that  he  gave  them  the  whole  quan¬ 
tity  in  one  day,  as  he  cautions  the 
farmer  againfl  fuffering  his  ilieep 
to  drink  on  the  day  the  fait  is  ad- 
miniftred,  apprizing  him  at  the 
fame  time  how  much  it  fharpens 
their  appetite  and  that  he  had 
feen  them  not  only  browfe  upon 
ftubbs  after  eatingthefak,  but  even 
gnaw  pieces  of  wood  of  a  furprifing 
big  nets. 

As  the  fubjeCt  of  the  above  Me- 
moifappeared  to  me  of  importance, 
I  have  only  to  requefl  of  you,  Mr. 
Urban  the  immediate  inferpion  of 
the  lew  hints  which  are  here  ex¬ 
tracted  from  it  |  as,  during  the 
prelent  fearcity  of  hay,  it.  may  be 
interesting  to  many;  and  as  it  has, 
in  its  canfequenoes,  a  tendency  to 
lower  the  price  of  provifions,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  that  a  difeovery  that 
promifes  fo  much  bene  tit  to  the 


public,  will  not  wholly  be  over¬ 
looked. 

Surry ,  Dec.  17.  W.  W„ 

[Gent.  Mag. for  Dec.  1776.] 


The  higheft  Exertions  of  Human  Ari 
in  Mofaic  V/ork ,  compared  <with 
the  Mofaic  Work  of  the  Wing  of 
a  Butterfly. 

IT  cannot  but  be  extremely  pleaf- 
ing  to  a  devout  mind ,  to  con¬ 
template  theexireme  difference  be¬ 
tween  the  produdion  of  human 
art,  and  thofe  of  the  God  of  na¬ 
ture,  when  obferved  with  exaCt- 
nels  in  point  of  elegance  and 
truth  of  workman fhip-  The  dif*» 
gulling  irregularity  that  appears  in 
the  fineft  needle,  when  examined 
by  a  microfcope  has  been  com¬ 
pared  with  the  wonderful  accuracy 
of  the  fling  of  a  bee  or  a  wafp  ; 
and  the  unequal  contexture  of  the 
moft  delicate  cam  brick,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  fome  natural  produc¬ 
tions,  has  been  obferved,  and  de¬ 
voutly  acknowledged  ;  but  I  do 
not  recoiled  that  I  have  any  where 
feen  a  companion  inftituted,  be¬ 
tween  the  fubjeds  I  am  now  pro- 
poling  to  confideration ,  which  yet 
well  deferves  our  notice,  and  may 
perhaps  be  as  amuling  as  any  of 
them. 

Few  are  totally  unacquainted 
with  what  is  meant  by  Mofaic 
work,  “  It  is  a  kind  of  Paint¬ 
ing,”  fays  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  his 
didionary,  “  in  fmall  pebbles, 
“  cockles,  and  fhelis  of  fundry  co- 
44  lours.”  i  his  is  not  the  moft 
happy  of  his  deferiptions :  many 
other  materials  are  ufed,  and  fome 
more  frequently  than  thofe  he  has 
mentioned,  particularly  pieces  of 
marble,  and  of  burnt  clay,  and  of 

glafs. 
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glafs.  In  truth,  Mofaic  work  means 
in  general,  the  forming  flouriilies 
and  figures  with  Jtnall  bodies  of  dif¬ 
ferent  colours. 

Beautiful  pavements  of  ancient 
Mofaic,  are  fornetimes  found  in 
our  country,  the  remains  of  old 
Roman  magnificence  in  this  ifiarid- 
The  Antiquarian  fociety  has  pu- 
bliflied  plates  of  leveral  ;  as  the 
Royal  lociety,  before  them,  gave 
an  account  of  others,  in  fome  of 
their  firft  volumes. 

The  diameter  of  the  fquare  tef- 
fellse  *  of  a  pavement  in  SujJ'ex , 
we  are  told  by  Dr„  Tabor,  was 
about  -f5  of  an  inch.  I  fuppofe 
the  diagonal  was  intended,  fince  we 
are  informed  immediately  after, 
that  the  longed  fide  of  thefe  that 
were  oblong  at  the  head,  little  ex¬ 
ceeded  ~  an  inch  f.  If  the  diagonal 
of  the  fquare  Teflellse  was  meant, 
then  the  fides  of  the  fquare  mud  be 
in  courfe,  about  Tf  of  an  inch  ; 
and  if  of  an  inch,  then  ioo 
teffellae  would  cover  nine  fquare 
inches,  and  confequently  eleven 
teffellre  would  nearly  cover  one 
inch  fquare. 

But  t he  moderns  have  greatly  im¬ 
proved  the  art  of  making  Mofaic 
work.  They  form  pictures,  it 
feems,  for  altar-pieces  molt  amaz¬ 
ingly  fine.  I  do  not  know  any 
amhor  that  has  described  this  fort 
of  work  more  minutely,  or  has  car¬ 
ried  to  an  higher  degree  of  per¬ 
fection  than  Keyfler.  T  he  fub- 
ftance  of  what  that  celebrated 
traveller  has  faid,  is  as  follows  : 
“  That  the  materials  ufed  by  the 

moderns  in  thefe  works  are  fmall 
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“  pieces  of  glafs,  of  all  the  dif- 
“  ferent  lhades  of  every  tint  or 
“  colour,  like  thofe  of  the  fine 
**  Englifh  worded  ufed  in  needle- 
“  work.  The  glafs  is  fird  cad 
“  into  thin  cakes,  which  are  after- 
“  wards  cut  into  long  pieces  of 
“  different  thickneffes-  Many  of 
“  the  pieces  ufed  in  roofs,  or  cie- 
“  lings,  which  are  confequently 
only  feen  at  a  great  didance, 
appear  to  be  a  finger  s  breadib, 
but  the  more  elegant  pieces  con- 
fid  of  glafs  pins  (if  that  term 
“  might  be  made  ufe  of)  not 
thicker  than  a  common  few- 
ing  needle,  fo  that  a  portrait  of 
“  four  feet  fquare  dial!  take  up 
“  tix>o  millions  of  fuch  pins.7’ 

He  goes  on  to  inform  us,  “  that 
thefe  pins  are  fo  clofely  joined! 
together,  being  fixed  in  a  fort 
“  of  pade,  (which  he  defcribes,) 
“  that  alter  the  piece  is  polifhed, 
“  (which  is  done  in  the  fame  man- 
“  ner  as  looking-glaffes)  it  can 
hardly  be  difcerned  to  be  an  ar¬ 
rangement  of  an  infinite  number 
“  of  particles  of  glafs,  but  rather 
“  looks  like  a  picture  painted  with 
“  the  fined  colours,  with  cryital 

placed  before  it . That  it 

“  may  be  eafily  leen  how  much 
this  curious  art  has  been  ini-' 
proved  during  the  two  lad  cen- 
“  turies,  by  comparing  fome  of 
“  the  old  cupolas  of  the  chapels 
“  in  St.  Peter’s  church  f ,  with  the 
“  other  pieces  lately  ere&ed  there. 
“  The  duds  in  the  old  works  are 
“  made  of  clay  burnt,  and  the 
“  lurlace  only  tin&ured  with  va- 
rious  colours ;  but  that  the/ 


*  This  word  means  the  little  pieces  of  (lone,  brick,  5cc.  of  which  Mofaic  work  is 
compofed, 

t  Phil.  Tranf.  Abrid.  Vol,  5.  part.  1.  ch.  a.  art. 
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44  were  to  be  gradually  removed, 
44  and  their  places  fuppiied  by  the 
44  more  elegant  performances  of 
44  the  moderns. ” 

Keyfler  adds,  44  that  a  piece  of 
44  80  fquare  feet,  if  performed 
64  with  tolerable  care  and  delica- 
4  4  cy,  would  employ  eight  art  ids 
44  the  fpace  of  two  years/5  Con- 
fequentiy  it  will  take  an  artid  a 
twelvemonth,  to  make  five  fquare 
feet  of  this  curious  kind  of  Mo¬ 
saic. 

Such  is  the  fubdance  of  KeyOer’s 
account;  let  us  now  compare  this 
very  great  improvement,  and  thefe 
high  exertions  of  human  genius 
and  indudry,  with  the  divine  Mo- 
fa  ic  of  the  wing  of  a  butterfly. 

I  took  a  piece  of  paper,  and  cut 
a  quarter  of  an  inch  fquare  out  of 
it,  as  exactly  as  I  could.  I  after¬ 
wards  fadened  this  lhial I  fquare, 
with  pade,  to  one  of  the  wings  of 
a.  common  peacock  f  butterfly*  I  then 
cut  out  a  portion  of  the  wing  (it 
was  one  of  the  upper  ones)  as  near 
as  could  be  a  quarter  of  an  inch 
fquare,  by  cutting  clofe  to  the 
edge  of  the  paper  to  which  it  was 
fadened.  I  told  in  this,  by  the 
help  of  the  third  magnifier  of  an 
opaque  microfcope,  70  rows  of 
fcales,  and  about  go  fcales  in  a 
row.  I  found,  con  fequentiy,  that 
there  were  6300  fcales  on  one  fide 
of  this  final]  portion  of  the  crea¬ 
ture’s  wing:  for  70x90  —  6300. 
To  be  more  fure,  I  afterwards  took 
a  piece  of  paper  of  a  confiderabie 
(ize.  on  which  I  drew  lines,  nearly 
dividing  it  into  (mail  fquares,  and 
applying  the  piece  of  the  wing, 
thus  fadened  to  the  firff  mentioned 
final!  paper  fquare,  to  the  large 


paper  divided  by  thole  lines,  at 
fird  gently,  and  afterwards  more 
forcibly,  l  told  the  fcales,  that  I 
found  dicking  to  the  large  paper 
from  time  to  time,  which  I  could 
pretty  eafily  do  by  the  help  of  a 
frnall  eye-glafs,  as  they  were  di¬ 
vided  into  fmali  parcels  by  the 
lines  I  had  drawn.  Upon  repeat¬ 
ing  this  operation  6  or  7  times,  I 
found  the  fcales,  that  were  detached 
from  the  piece  of  wing  to  be  about 
5752  in  number,  which  added  to 
thole  that  were  left,  (for  fevera! 
remained  after  rubbing  it  pretty 
hard,)  which  I  found  to  be  544  at 
lead,  make  6296,  'and  comes  very 
near  the  number  found  by  telling 
the  row's  and  the  fcales  in  eacii 
row,  and  multiplying  theta  toge* 
ther. 

If  wenow  multiply62g6by  16,  the 
number  of  frnall  'qu  ires  contained 
in  an  inch  fquare,  of  the  fize  of 
this  piece  of  the  wing,  the  pro- 
dud  will  be  found  to  be  100736, 
which  will  be  the  number  of  icales 
placed  on  2  fquare  inch  of  one 
fide  of  the  wing  of  this  kind  of 
butterfly. 

But  in  the  curious  Mofaic  pic¬ 
tures  which  Keyfler  defcribes,  there 
were  but  about  870  pins  in  an  inch 
fquare.  For  he  fays  a  picture  of 
four  feet  fquare  will  take  up  two 
millions  of  pins.  Now  fuch  a  pic¬ 
ture  contains  fixteen  fquare  feet  and 
there  being  144  fquare  inches  in  a 
fquare  foot,  fuch  a  picture  contains 
2304  fquare  inches.  If  therefore 
we  divide  two  millions  the  num* 
ber  of  pins  in  fuch  a  picture)  by 
2304  the  number  of  fquare  inches 
in  it,  the  quotient  will  be  the 
number  of  pins  in  a  fquare  inch  : 


*  So  called  from  its  having  an  eye  in  each  of  its  wings,  a  good  deal  refembling 
thole  in  the  tail  of  a  Peacock.  The  infedl  is  extremely  common. 


now 
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sow  - - -  =  868  and  fome- 

2  304 

thing  more:  if  therefore  we  fet 
the  number  of  glafs  pins  at  870, 
in  a  fquare  inch,  it  will  make  the 
number  in  the  whole  picture 
2.004  480,  which  is  4480  more 
than  Keyfler  fuppofed  would  be 
ufed  in  fuch  a  picture;  but,  if  a 
few  more  Jhould  be  wanted,  4480 
mnfl:  be  thought  fufficient. 

The  coarfenefs  of  fuch  a  picture, 
compared  with  the  Mofaic  of  the 
wing  of  this  in  left,  is  in  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  1  15  at  lead  to  one. 
That  is,  fuch  a  p:£ture  is  115 
times  coarfer  than  this  natural  Mo- 
faic.  In  truth,  almoft  116  times: 
for  100.736,  the  number  of  icales 
in  a  fquare  inch,  divided  by  870, 
the  fuppofed  number  of  glals  pins, 
gives  1 15  with  a  large  remainder. 

An  admired  picture  then  of 
this  kind,  compared  with  this 
butterfly’s  wing,  is  proporrionably 
much  coarfer,  than  a  teflfeilated  pa¬ 
vement,  compofed  of  pebbles, 
final!  bricks,  or  pieces  of  marble, 
i  of  an  inch  fquare  at  the  top,  is 
coarfer  than  fuch  a  modern  picture, 
one  of  the  higheft  productions  of 
human  induftry  and  genius  :  for 
there  being,  as  I  obferved  at  the 
beginning  of  this  account,  100 
•fuch  tefTHae  in  9  fquare  inches, 
25.600  teffellae  would  be  required 
to  .  cover  the  2304  fquare  inches 
of  a  pidture  four  feet  fquare.  But 
fuch  a  pavement  would  not  be  79 
times  coarfer  than  fuch  a  picture  ^[, 
whereas  the  pidture  is  above  1  1 5 
times  coarfer  than  the  Mofaic  of 
the  animal. 
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This,  however,  is  by  no  means 
placing  the  matter  in  fo  ftrong  a 
point  of  light  as  it  deferves.  The 
wings  of  a  butterfly,  when  it  fird 
breaks  out  of  the  integument  of 
its  Aurelia  f  date,  are  much  fmal- 
ler  than  afterward.  It  is  true,  the 
wings  expand themfelves,  and  even 
come  to  their  full  growth  in  a  few 
minutes;  but,  if  they  are  watched 
with  care,  they  will  be  found  to 
be  very  final!  at  firth,  yet  all  the 
tedYilae  are  then  placed  in  them* 
Nay,  they  may  be  difeerned,  in 
fome  butterflies,  through  the  fuf- 
ficientiy  tranfparent  integument, 
to  be  placed  in  due  order  fome 
days  before  their  quttting  the  Au~ 
reiia  date;  and  confequently,  they 
may  be  examined  then  with  the 
greated  eafe,  by  opening  the  cafe 
in  which  they  are  inclofed,  and 
taking  them  out  of  it.  This  will 
iliew  that  they  peflefs  a  much 
greater  fuperiority  ftiil,  in  point 
or  finenefs  of  ivorkmanjhip ,  to  the 
mod  celebrated  Mofaic  pidhires. 

To  make  this  examination  in 
the  fured  and  eafleft  manner,  I  pur- 
lued  the  following  method.  By 
means  of  pade,  I  fattened  a  piece 
of  catgut,  extended  as  evenly  as  I 
could,  to  a  card,  in  which  I  had 
cut  a  hole,  near  inches  long 

and  about  1^  wide.  This  catgut. 

~  >  * 

I  found,  had  1792  meflies  in  a 
fquare  inch,  having  56  meflies  in 
the  length  of  an  inch  one  way, 
and  32  the  other  T.  Upon  mea- 
furing  an  upper  and  an  under  wing 
of  the  peacock  butterfly,  which 
was  pretty  large  by  the  medics 
of  this  catgut,  as  carefully  as  I 


2.004.480  7680 

For - is  equal  but  to  y3 - -- 

25.600  '  25600 

t  The  Aurelia  ftate  means  the  middle  (late  between  the  creatures  bein?  a  citter- 
pillar  and  a  butterfly.  * 

4  For  56X31=1792. 
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well  could,  J  found  the  furface  of 
one  fide  of  the  two  wings,  equal 
to  2396  mefhes,  confequently  thofe 
of  both  Tides  were  equal  to  4792, 
and  the  furfaces  of  all  four  wings 
(meafured  on  both  fides)  were  equal 
to  9^84  meflies  equal  to  fome- 
what  more  than  five  fquare  inches 
find  one  third,  Confequently, 
there  was  on  the  four  wings  of 
this  butterfly  alone  above  537.258 
fcales,  fuppofing  the  fcales  of  all 
the  wings,  and  on  both  the  fides, 
V/ere,  one  with  another,  equal  in 
bignefs  to  thofe  I  told. 

Applying  the  fame  meafuring  in- 
Jtrument  to  the  upper  and  under 
wings  of  a  butterfly  of  this  fpe- 
cies,  taken  prematurely  out  of  its 
Aurelia  flate,  but  with  its  teffelias 
placed  in  due  order,  I  found  they 
took  up  no  more  than  259  meflies, 
this  number  multiplied  by  4  gives 
the  meafure  of  both  the  furfaces  of 
the  four  wings  that  is  to  fay  1036 
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meflies,  which  is  not  much  more 
than  half  a  fquare  inch*.  But  to 
be  more  exact,  9584  (the  number 
of  meflies  found  in  the  four  wings 
that  were  fully  expanded)  being 
divided  by  1036  (the  number  of 
mefhes  found  in  the  diminutive 
wings  of  a  butterfly  in  this  fpe- 
cies,  taken  prematurely  out  of  its 
Aurelia  fiate)  gives  9b.  Confe¬ 
quently  the  Mofaic  of  this  laffc 
muff  be  9-4  times  finer  than  that  of 
the  fit  ft  i  and  a  fquare  inch  of  this 
finer  fort  rnufl  contain  931,808 
fcales,  whereas  a  fquare  inch  of  a 
full  grown  wing  contains  but 
too. 736.  And,  if  the  Mofaic  of 
this  la  it  butterfly  be  q\  timps  finer 
than  of  the  firft,  it  mult  be  above 
1063  times  finer  than  the  Mofaic 
of  the  boafted  piflures  of  modern 
Rome,  where  ingenuity,  animated 
by  zeal,  has  exerted  its  utmoft  ef¬ 
forts. 


The  following  Abort  table  will  exhibit  the  differences  between  the 
feveral  particulars  I  have  been  mentioning,  at  one  view. 

The  Suflex  pavement,  —  1  f  nfTeffellse 

A  modern  Roman  picture,  —  (  .  j  870  j  in  one 

The  wmg  of  a  butterfly  expanded,  (  CCntail!S  |  100.7 36^  inch 
Ditto  in  its  Aurelia  ftate,  —  J  (.931-808  Square. 

And  however  dazzling  a  Ro-  There  is  another  difference  be- 
man  Mofaic  picture  may  be  to  the  tween  them  which  ought  alfo  to 
naked  eye,  I  doubt  not  but  the  be  remarked,  and  that  is,  that 
gfefs  pins  would  appear  through  a  ends  only  of  thefe  two  minute  glafs 
microfcope,  to  be  ftuck  into  the  pins  are  feen  in  the  Roman  ^pic- 
parfe  in  a  very  rude  and  inartificial  lures  •  whereas  a  confiderabie  part 
manner ;  whereas  the  fcales  of  the  of  the  broadeft  furface  of  thofe  mi- 
butterfly  will  appear,  through  the  nute  fcales  that  adorn  the  wing  of 
befl:  glaifes,  ranged  in  moft  exqui-  a  butterfly,  is  fpread  out  before 
jiu  order.  the  eye  there,  a  good  deal  after 

*  I  meaSured  the  wings  of  two  others,  and  found  thofe  of  one  of 'them  rather  lar¬ 
ger,  of  the  other  considerably  lei's  •  but  I  made  my  computation  from  one  of  a  fize 
between  them,  as  being  molt  unexceptionable, 

ths 
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the  manner  in  which  the  fcales  of 
fiih  are  placed. 

How  different  too  the  manage¬ 
ments  of  an  earthly  artift  from 
thofe  of  the  Heavenly  in  another 
ref ped  !  The  ftrft  is  glad  to  take 
advantage  of  the  di jinnee  of  a  cupola 
or  a  deling  from  the  eye,  arid 
there  the  man  that  employs,  it  may 
be,  8  or  goo  glafs  pins  to  cover 
an  inch  fquare  of  a  near  picture, 
employs  much  coarfer  materials; 
but  the  Creator  of  the  world  ranges 
the  teffellae  of  the  wing  ot  a  de- 
fpifed  infett  with  the  meed  care, 
and  then  expands  the  wing  to  nine 
or  ten  times  its  former  fize,  that 
the  human  eye  may  better  take  in  the 
beauty ,  though  after  all  thefe  fcales 
are  fo  minute,  as  to  appear  on  the 
fingers  like  the  fined  dud 

The  ladies  of  Great-Britain 
will  not  pretend  to  vye  with  the 
workman  flu’ p  of  the  Author  of 
Nature  •,  how  far  they  may  be  dil- 
pofed  to  endeavour  to  rival  the  Ro¬ 
man  artifts,  I  mud  not  pretend  to 
guefs.  I  have  feen  fome  beautiful 
pieces  of  bead-work,  made  in  the 
time  of  our  great  grandmothers, 
but  none  equal  to  the  Roman  pic¬ 
tures  as  to  the  ftnallnefs  ot  the  tef- 
febae  made  ufe  of.  I  found  in  a 
piece  of  work  of  this  kind,  which 
I  had  an  opportunity  of  minutely 
examining,  that  the  glafs  beads 
were  of  different  fizes,  and  that  27 
of  the  fmalleff  of  them,  when 
clofely  drung,  extended  an  inch 
in  length,  and  that  14  of  them 
only,  when  I  meafured  over  them 
the  other  way,  made  an  inch  in 


length,  and  confequently,  that 
378  of  thefe  beads  would  cover 
an  inch  fquare  *,  in  this  curious 
kind  of  work;  confequently  the  fi¬ 
ned  part  of  it  was  confiderably 
more  than  twice  as  coarle  as  the 
modern  Mofaics  f. 

If  from  the  bead-work  of  ancient 
times,  we  turn  to  their  tapedry,  we 
perhaps  fhall  get  no  advantage.  In 
a  piece  of  old  apedry,  at  lead, 
that  I  examined,  there  were  only 
21  ditches  in  the  length  of  an 
inch  one  way,  and  13  the  other  : 
confequently  only  273  ditches  in  a 
fquare  inch,  which  is  confiderably 
above  three  times  coarfer  than  the 
modern  Mofaic  work. 

Part  of  a  piece  of  modern 
needle-work,  which  I  examined  on 
this  occafion,  came  much  nearer 
than  the  old  tapedry.  It  was  an 
eafy  chaff,  wrought  partly  with 
what  they  call  crofs-ditch,  and 
partly  with  tent-ditch  :  in  that 
part  which  was  wrought  with  the 
itualled  ditches,  I  found  no  more 
than  484  ditches  in  an  inch  fquare, 
and  confequently  minute  as  they 
appeared,  the  work  was  almod  as 
coarfe  again  as  the  Roman  Mofaic 
pictures. 

However,  I  doubt  not  but  that 
fome  of  our  Bririili  Female  produc¬ 
tions  equal  the  elegant  minutenefs 
of  the  Mofaic  artids  at  Rome, 
though  unfortunately  I  have  not 
obfeived  them. 

The  adding  a  table  relaiing  to 
thefe  laft-meniioned  matters,  fi~ 
milar  to  that  before  given,  per¬ 
haps  may  not  be  difagreeable. 


Old  tapedry, 
Bead-work,  — 
Modern  needle-work, 
Roman  Mofaic,  ■ — 

*  For  2.7— f- 14=378. 
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378  beads  l  in  an  inch 
484  ditches  {  fquare, 
870  teffellsej 
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On  the  Air  propereft  for  Perfons  la 
hour  inf?  under  Corfu  nipt  i  ons ,  o 
chronic  Difeafes  of  the  Lungs ,  ac 
cording  to  the  federal  Seafons  o 
the  Tear ,  particularly  in  the 
Neighbourhood  of  London  ;  with 
a  « word  or  two  upon  the  Ufe  and 
Abufe  of  Exercife ,  Milk ,  and  Spi¬ 
rits ,  <75-  <2/z  Addition  to  Milk ,  in 
the  fame  complaints  ;  extra&ed 
from  an  Acid  refs  of  Dr.  Fother- 
giil’s  ro  the  Medical  Society, 
From  Medical  Obfervations  and 
Inquiries,  Cfc, 

(CHANGE  of  air  is  of  much 
^4  confequence  in  all  chronic 
difeafes  of  the  lungs,  fometimes 
even  from  good  to  bad.  It  is  not 
feldom  that  we  fee  afth-matic  per¬ 
fons  breathe  more  freely  in  the 
damped:  confined  parts  of  this  me¬ 
tropolis  than  in  the  country,  at 
lead  I  have  met  with  many  fuch 
indances.  In  confumptive  cafes, 
however,  the  air  of  all  large  ci¬ 
ties  is  found  by  experience  to  be 
particularly  injurious.  Whence 
this  arifes,  is  in  this  place  unne- 
Ceffary  to  explain  ;  the  fa£l  is  in- 
difputable.  When  the  phyfician 
advifes  his  patient  to  a  change  of 
air,  to  point  out.' the  mod  proper 
change  becomes  an  important  ob¬ 
ject* 


In  the  neighbourhood  of  mod 
great  towns  in  England,  as  well  as 
London,  there  are  places  which 
have  acquired  a  reputation  amongd 
the  inhabitants  for  the  peculiar 
healthinefs  of  their  fituation.  I 
will  fuppofe  tbefe  fituations  are 
well  chofen  ;  that  the  foil  is  dry  • 
no  ftagnant  waters  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  ;  properly  ventilated,  yet 
not  expofed  to  the  keen  north-cad 
winds  j  where  it  will  be  eafy  to 
find  fheltered  walks,  and  every  in¬ 
vitation  to  be  abroad  in  fit  wea¬ 
ther,  without  hazard  from  wet  and 
cold.  Such,  I  believe,  from  the 
few  places  I  know  of  this  kind* 
are  thofe  fele&ed  for  the  retreat  of 
confumptive  patients,  in  the  .vici¬ 
nage  of  large  towns  and  cities. 
And  here  it  may  not  be  improper 
to  take  a  general  view  of  fuch  as 
are  recommended  for  the  like  pur- 
pofe,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
London. 

The  town  is  furrounded  almod, 
by  a  ridge  of  eminencies,  inclofing, 
befides  the  city,  a  low  plain  to  the 
wedward,  of  confiderabie  extent; 
on  the  north,  Highgate,  Hamp- 
dead,  and  Kenfington  Gravel- 
pits;  on  the  South-ead,  Black- 
Heath,  Clapham,  and  Putney* 
The  fummits  of  thefe  may  be  cal¬ 
led,  comparatively,  high  ground* 
and  are  very  much  expofed  to  the 
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fiarp  north  -  eaft  and  eafterly 
winds. 

To  diredt  our  patients  to  any  of 
theie  places,  early  in  the  fpring, 
whilft  thefe  winds  are  for  the  moft 
part  as  ftationary  as  the  trade 
winds,  feeins  to  be  expofing  them 
too  much  to  an  air  that  is  very  un¬ 
friendly  to  fuch  complaints. 

The  vales,  efpecially  to  the 
fouth-eaft  and  weft  of  London,  as 
Camberwell,  Peckham,  the  lower’ 
parts  of  Clapbam,  the  drier  parts 
of  Lambeth,  and  Batterfea,  Ful¬ 
ham,  Chelfea,  Brumpton,  and 
Kenhngton  and  other  ftieltered, 
dry  places  about  the  town,  would 
in  the  fpring  undoubtedly  be  the 
moft  proper. 

As  the  more  temperate  feafon 
advances,  higher  lituations  may  be 
allowed  ;  and  it  would  feem  as  im¬ 
proper  to  fend  a  cor.fumptive  pa¬ 
tient  in  fummer  to  the  low  marihy 
grounds  on  the  banks  of  the 
Thames,  amongft  the  gardeners 
grounds  at  Batterfea,  or  at  Ful¬ 
ham,  abounding  with  the  mcft  pu- 
-trid  exhalations  of  manure  and 
corrupting  vegetables,  as  it  would 
be  to  order  them  in  winter  to  the 
top  of  Highgate  or  Hampftead 
hill,  or  the  bleaker  air  of  Black- 
heath.  Iuington,  the  general  re¬ 
fuge  of  the  city,  would  be  lefs  ex¬ 
ceptionable,  was  it  not  quite  open 
to  the  keeneft  north-eaft  winds  in 
the  fpring  ;  and  in  fummer  to  the 
fmoak  of  the  city,  driven  upon  it 
by  the  foutherly  winds. 

Nor  is  it  a  matter  perfectly  in¬ 
different  whether  we  fend  our  pa¬ 
tients  to  the  villages  at  the  eaft 
or  weft  end  of  this  metropolis  ; 
the  fouth  or  the  north.  The  town 
itfelf  is  covered  almoft  conti¬ 
nually  with  an  atmofphere  of 
lnioke,  embodied  with  other  ex¬ 


halations,  fo  as  to  form  a  cloud, 
more  or  lefs  denfe,  which  is  vifi- 
ble  at  a  great  diftance: 

This  vaft  body  of  fmoke  is  feen 
to  extend  for  feveral  miles  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  city  and  its  fub- 
urbs,  and  is  driven  by  the  winds 
that  prevail  in  the  feveral  feafens, 
according  to  their  direction.  In  the 
fummer  feafon,  for  inftance,  whilft 
the  foutherly  winds  prevail,  this 
denfe  body  is  driven  to  the 
north  and  north-eaft  parts  of  the 
environs,  and  covers  the  herbage, 
the  trees,  and  every  thing,  both 
living  and  dead,  with  black  pene¬ 
trating  foot.  In  the  winter  and 
fpring,  while  the  northerly  winds 
prevail,  the  oppofne  villages  on 
the  fouth-weft  and  weft  ftde  of 
London  receive  this  thick  atmo¬ 
fphere  ;  but  ubth  this  moft  re¬ 
markable  difference  ;  the  winter 
winds  palling  through  this  warmed 
atmofphere,  lofe  no  fmail  part  cf 
their  rigorous  effe£s  ;  they  are 
ioftened  by  it,  and  are  pt  oportion- 
ably  lefs  injurious  to  animals,  arid 
even  to  plants ;  for  vegetation  is 
much  earlier  in  general  to  the 
fouth  and  fouth-weft  of  London 
than  on  the  oppofite  extremities. 

I  have  feen  the  double  bloffomed 
almond  tree  in  bloom  at  Chelfea, 
fooner  by  twelve  days  at  leaft  than 
anywhere  to  the  north  or  eaftward 
of  the  town  in  fimilar  lituations.  It 
feems  therefore  neceffary  to  confL 
der  the  feafon  and  fituation  before 
we  fix  the  abode  of  confumptive 
patients,  to  whom  it  is  not  merely 
fufhcierrt  to  advife  them  to  go  into 
the  country  •,  they  muft  be  aftifted 
alio  to  determine  upon  a  proper 
place,  and  proper  condudl,  whilft: 
they  are  there.  They  mUft  have 
had  but  little  experience,  who  are 
not  perfectly  fatisfied,  how  little 
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©light  to  be  left  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  fick,  in  moft  difeafesj  to 
the  confumptive  efpecially  in  re- 
fipedi  to  their  conduct.  1  have 
known  divers  inftances  of  perfons 
wSio  have  gone  into  the  country, 
in  confequence  of  their  phyficians 
advice  in  fuch  cafes,  and  have  had 
fo  little  difcretion  as  to  fieep  with 
the  windows  of  their  chambers 
pu rpofely  left  open  for  the  benefit 
©f  the  air,  in  the  moft  inclement 
part  of  the  fpriog.  The  ccnfe- 
€]uence  was,  that  in  a  few  nights, 
the  malady  was  increafed  beyond 
the  power  of  art  to  relieve  it. 
A  phyfician,  therefore,  muft  des¬ 
cend  to  the  minuteft  particulars  in 
Ills  directions. 

If  an  attention  to  circumftances 
like  thefe  is  neceffary,  to  enable 
tis  to  determine  upon  the  choice 
of  a  proper  residence  in  our  own 
neighbourhood,  how  much  greater 
muft  be  our  difficulty,  when  we 
propofe  to  them  a  migration  to 
the  continent  of  Europe  ? 

But  before  I  enter  upon  this  fub- 
je6t,  it  may  not  be  improper  to 
fuggeft  fome  hints,  relative  to  the 
different  part  of  our  own  country. 

Biiftol  will  naturally  claim  cur 
attention,  in  the  firft  inftance, 
when  change  of  air  is  recommend¬ 
ed,  as  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
that  place  there  are  two  great  ad¬ 
vantages,  the  water  and  a  good 
air. 

But  if,  from  any  particular  dif- 
like,  or  other  more  fubftantial  rea- 
fon,  this  is  not  complied  with, 
perhaps  a  journey  would  be  much 
more  advantageous  than  a  fixed 
refidence  in  any  fpoty  however 
healthy.  I  fliall  only  add,  that  a 
journey  is  always  preferable  to  an 
equal  number  of  miles  rode  over 
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in  one  and  the  fame  traCl  of 
country. 

In  the  fpring  this  journey  fhould 
be  to  the  fouthward  ;  to  the  weftern 
counties  — or  the  fea-coafts  ;  and 
in  the  fummer  to  the  northward, 
or  to  Wales  ; — the  cooler  parts  of 
Great-Britain  Buxton  or  Mat- 
lock,  or  where  any  fimilar  water 
is  to  be  met  with,  feems  advife- 
able.  To  meet  the  advancing 
fpring,  to  return  from  the  ap¬ 
proaching  winter,  and  by  thefe 
means  to  avoid  the  feverity  of 
cold,  fo  injurious  to  tender  breads, 
is  the  evident  rule  of  conduct  in 
fuch  cafes.  If  it  requires  fome 
confideraiion,  a  knowledge  ot 
places  in  detail  in  this  country, 
nay,  even  in  the  environs  of  Lon¬ 
don,  to  determine  with  propriety 
on  the  choice  cf  places  for  the 
retreat  of  invalids,  what  muft  be 
our  difficulty  when  called  upon  to 
fix  the  route  and  refidence  of  a 
confumptive  patient,  who  leeks  an 
afyiumon  the  continent  ? 

And  here  I  cannot  bin  lament 
the  want  of  an  inftitution,  which, 
at  no  great  national  expence, 
might  be  attended  with  vaft  na¬ 
tional  advantages.  Was  a  plijfi- 
cian,  or  fome  medical  perfon  to 
be  placed  in  the  fuite  of  every 
Britifli  ambafiador,  envoy,  or  re- 
fident,  we  fhould  foon  be  inform¬ 
ed,  and  wTith  fome  degree  of  cer¬ 
tainty,  of  the  proper  places  to 
which  we  might  fend  our  pa¬ 
tients  with  the  greateft  prolptEl  of 
fuccefs.  Neither  the  partial  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  patients  who  have  re- 
fided  at  different  places,  nor  the 
tranfient  vifits  of  the  moft  obterv- 
ing  travellers,  nor  even  the  obfer- 
vations  of  ingenious,  fenfible  phy* 
licians  themfeives,  without  a  longer 

refidence 
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lrcfidence  in  the  place  than  falls  to 
the  lot  of  moil  of  them,  can  en¬ 
able  us  to  judge  with  accuracy  of 
their  comparative  advantages. 

The  l'outh  of  France,  Italy, 
Portugal,  I  mention  them  in  the 
order  they  are  ufually  propofed  to 
us,  are  the  places  of  general  re¬ 
fort. 

Wherever  the  winter  is  fhorted, 
the  lead  fevere,  and  the  lead 
changeable,  every  thing  elfe  being 
alike,  is  the  mod  advifeable.  To 
which  may  be  added  likewife,  the 
place  of  the  mod  eafy  accefs. 
Thus,  for  indance,  Portugal,  by 
fome,  would  be  drongly  objected 
to,  on  account  of  the  lea-voyage  ; 
whild  others,  perhaps,  would  chufe 
it  for  the  fake  of  this  eafy  con¬ 
veyance.  But  if  there  be  jud  rea- 
fon  to  give  one  place  in  the  neigh¬ 
bourhood  of  London,  and  within 
the  compafs  of  a  very  few  miles, 
the  preference  to  another,  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  of  giving  advice  in  this 
cafe,  with  the  preciiion  we  could 
wifh,  is  too  apparent,  and  it  mull 
remain  fo,  till  further  obfervations 
enable  us  to  form  a  better  judg¬ 
ment  on  this  fubjedl. 

Of  all  the  places  we  are  ac¬ 
quainted  with,  perhaps  the  idand 
of  Madeira  enjoys  the  moil  equal 
temperature  ;  but  the  voyage,  and 
Other  circumdances  attending  it, 
afford  very  formidable  objections. 

Nice  has  of  late  been  the  ge¬ 
neral  retreat  of  the  Englifh  con- 
fumptive  patients.  Some  places 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Marfeil- 
les  are  alfo  well  fpoken  of.  The 
neighbourhood  of  Naples  in  Italy 
is  alfo  much  commended  ;  and  in 
Portugal,  the  vicinage  of  Lifbon 
and  Cintra,  a  pleafant  fpot,  not 
far  from  that  capital.  In  all  thefe 
places  regard  fhould  be  had  to  ii- 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 
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tuation  ;  that  it  may  be  dry,  near 
no  dagnant  water,  riot  environed 
with  thick  woods,  where  the  wa¬ 
ter  is  good,  and  the  air  free,  but 
not  dormy  and  impetuous. 

To  thofe  who  object  to  the  con* 
tinent,  a  trial  of  the  weftern  coun* 
ties  of  England  may  be  properly 
recommended  :  Should  it  not  prove 
falutary,  the  paffage  by  fea  to  Lif 
bon  from  thence  is,  for  the  mod 
part,  both  fafe  and  Ihort.  Even 
fea  ftcknefs  is  often  beneficial  to 
the  confumptive,  as  well  as  the 
fea  air.  Iihpaired  digedion,  and* 
not  feldom,  a  redundancy  of  bile 
attend  thefe  cafes  ;  and  perhaps 
repeated  mild  emetics,  fufficient  to 
cleanfe  the  fil'd  paffages,  would 
often  be  of  ufe. 

One  great  misfortune  attending 
tbefc  migrations,  whether  from. 
London  or  other  great  cities,  into 
the  neighbouring  country,  or  to 
Bridol  and  other  places  in  this 
kingdom,  or  to  the  continent,  is 
that,  for  the  mod  part,  they  are 
undertaken  too  late,  both  in  ref* 
peCt  to  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
and  the  feafon., 

Indead  of  removing  at  a  tim» 
when  a  change  of  air  and  its  con- 
fequences  might  prevent  the  mod. 
ferious  evils,  they  are  in  hade  to 
quit  their  country,  when  perhaps 
neither  this  can  be  beneficial,  nor 
is  the  feafon  for  a  journey  a  proper 
one. 

It  fee  ms  too  often  to  be  the  fate 
of  confumptive  patients,  to  do 
that  lad,  which  they  ought  to  have 
done  firfl ;  and  by  this  prepoderous 
conduit,  fhorten  their  own  lives, 
and  afRiit  all  who  have  any  regard 
for  them.  It  happens  not  feldom, 
that  when  their  phyiicians  and 
their  friends  have  in  vain  urged 
their  departure  at  the  proper  feafon, 
X  they 
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they  have  refolded  'to  fet  out  on 
the  moil  fatiguing1  journics  in  the 
depth  of  winter  ;  by  which  they 
are  expofed  to  every  kind  of  in- 
eonveniency  and  hardfhip  ;  if  they 
efcape  with  life,  they  aggravate 
their  difeafes,  and  too  frequently 
die  irt  the  journey,  martyrs  to  their 
own  indiicretion. 

The  benefit  of  exercife  in  this 
diilemper  has  been  ftrongly  urged 
by  many  Writers ;  as  it  has  been 
treated  of  fo  pertinently  by  Dr. 
Dickfon,  one  of  your  colleagues* 
I  fhall  fay  little  more  on  the  fub- 
jedt*.  It  is  however  evident,  that 
this  great  auxiliary  may  be  abufed, 
and"  that  confumptive  patients  may 
nfe  it  improperly.  They  ride  out 
when  they  ought  not,  and  increafe 
their  difeafe  through  indifcretion. 
Moderate  .  jouroies,  in  temperate 
feafons,  and  as  much  as  may  be 
on  lioffeback,  are  of  excellent  ufe 
in  confumptive  cafes,  obfervmg,  at 
the  fame  time,  exadt  temperance, 
both  in  refpedt  to  diet  and  liquors. 
To  ride  out  early  in  the  fpring,  in 
very  fharp,  or  in  damp,  cold,  and 
foggy  weather,  and  at  unfeafon- 
ahle  hours,  as,  early  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  or  late  at  night,  is  moil  cer¬ 
tainly  prejudicial. 

Hitherto  no  mention  has  been 
made  of  the  ufe  and  abufe  of  a 
milk  diet  in  this  diilemper.  It 
may,  however,  be  remarked,  that 
there  are  conftitutions  in  which 
this  moft  excellent  nutriment  feems 
to  difagree ;  a  pronenefs  to  ge¬ 
nerate  bile,  or  too  flrong  a  ten¬ 
dency  to  acefcency  from  weak  or¬ 
gans  of  digeftion,  both  require 
the  phyfician’s  attention.  Whey, 
either  from  cows  or  goats  milk, 
would  probably  agree  belt  with 

*  See  Medical  Obfervations, 
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the  former  5  and  lime-water  ad¬ 
ded  ter  the  milk,  would  counter¬ 
act  acidity. 

There  is  one  ufual  addition 
made  to  milk,  which  I  think  fiiould 
either  be  totally  profcribed,  or  the. 
moil  exprefs  directions  given  con¬ 
cerning  it.  I  mean  the  common 
addition  of  rum  or  brandy  to  afies 
of  cows  milk.  Thefe  have  done 
more  mifchief  to  confumptive  pa-,, 
tients,  than  any  but  phyficiaris 
can  conceive.  Thefe  additions  are 
moflly  committed  to  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  fervants  ;  thjTe,  for  the 
moll  part,  think  eferv  thing  of 
this  nature  cordial,  an  idea  they 
annex  to  growing  ilrong ;  and 
therefore  too  often  give  liberal 
dofes.  Ardent  fpirits  not-  only 
heat,  but  coagulate-  milk,  added 
beyond  a  certain  quantity.  By 
which  means  the  milk  diiagrees, 
and  the  fpirit  auprn  ents  the  dif¬ 
eafe. 


A  'Relation  of  fome  of  the  fi?nplei 
though  moji  efficacious  Means ,  by 
•which  Captain  James  Cook, 
tinker  the  Divine  Favour ,  pre¬ 
fer  ved  Fimfelf  and  hljk  Skip's 
Company ,  in  all-  one  hundred  and 
eighteen  Men ,  in  his  loft  Voyage 
round  the  World ,  in  his  Majefty’s 
Ship  the  Refolution  ;  a  Voyage  of 
three  Tears  and  eighteen  days ,  and 
throughout  all  the  Climates ,  from 
fifty  -  two  Degrees  North ,  tofeventy  - 
Gne  South  ;  • with  the  Lofs  of  only 
one  Man  by  Difeafe ,  and  that 
juftly  fuppofsd  to  hove  begun  be¬ 
fore  the  Ship  failed ;  in  a  Letter 
from  the  Captain  to  Sir  John 
Pringle,  Bart.  Prefident  of  the 
Royal  Society,  &c. 

voi.  iv.  p.  ziz. 
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Mile -end)  Mar  eh  5,  1776; 

SIR, 

S  many  gentlemen  have  ex- 
prefied  fome  furprize  at  the 
uncommon  good  date  of  health 
which  the  crew  of  the  Resolution , 
under  my  command,  experienced 
during  her  late  voyage  ;  I  take  the 
liberty  to  communicate  to  you  the 
methods  that  were  taken  to  obtain 
that  end.  Much  was  owing  to 
the  extraordinary  attention  given 
by  the  Admiralty,  in  caufing  fuch 
articles, to  be  put  on  board,  as  ei¬ 
ther  by  experience  or  conjecture 
were  judged  to  tend  mod  to  pre- 
ferve  tffe  health  of  feamen.  I 
(hall  not  trefpafs  upon  your  time 
in  mentioning  all  thofe  articles, 
but  confine  myfelf  to  fuch  as  were 
found  the  mod  ufeful. 

We  had  on  board  a  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  malt,  of  which  was  made 
fweet-wort,  and  given  (not  only 
to  thofe  men  who  had  manifed 
fymptoms  of  the  feurvy,  but  to 
fuch  alfo  as  were,  from  circum- 
dances,  judged  to  be  mod  liable  to 
that  diforder)  from  one  or  two  or 
three  pints  in  the  day  to  each  man, 
or  in  fuch  pYtfportion  as  the  fur- 
geon  thought  necefiary  ;  which 
fometimes  amounted  to  tht'ee  quarts 
in  the  twenty  four  hours.  This  13 
without  doubt  one  of  the  hed  anti- 
fcorbutic  fea-medicines  yet  found 
out  ;  and  if  given  in  time  will, 
with  proper  attention  to  other 
things,  I  am  perfuaded,  prevent 
the  feurvy  from  making  any  great 
progrefs  for  a  confiderable  time  : 
but  I  am  not*Ltogether  of  opinion 
that  it  will  cSi*  it  in  an  advanced 
date  at  fea. 

Sour-krout  of  which  we  had 
alfo  large  provifion,  is  not  only 
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a  wholefome  vegetable  food,  but, 
in  my  judgment,  highly  antifeor- 
butic,  and  fpoils  not  by  keeping. 
A  pound  of  it  was  ferved  to  each 
man,  when  at  fea,  twice  a  week, 
or  oftener  when,  it  was  thought  ne- 
ceflary. 

Pdrtable-foup,  or  broth,  was  an¬ 
other  effential  article,  of  which  we 
had  likewife  a  liberal  fuppiy.  An 
ounce  of  this  to  each  man*  or  fuch 
other  proportion  as  was  thought 
necefiary,  was  boiled  with  their 
peafe  three  days  in  the  week  ;  and 
when  wre  W'Cre  in  places  where 
frefh  vegetables  could  be  procur¬ 
ed,  it  was  boiled,  with  them  and 
with  wheat  or  oatmeal,  every 
morning  for  breakfad,  and  alio 
with  dried  peafe  and  frefh  vege¬ 
tables  for  dinner.  It  enabled  us 
to  make  feverai  nourifhing  and 
wholefome  mefles,  and  wras  the 
means  of  making  the  people  eat  a 
greater  quantity  of  greens  than 
they  would  have  done  otherwife. 

Further,  we  were  provided  with 
rob  of  lemons  and  orange's  ? 
which  the  fur^eon  found  ufeful  in 

o 

feverai  cafes 

S  k  -r 

Amongd  other  Articles  of  viCiil-1 
ailing  we  were  furm filed  with  fug  nr 
in  the  room  of  oil,  and  with  wheat 
indead  of  much  oatmeal,  and  were 
certainly  gainers  by  the  exchange; 
Sugar,  I  imagine,  is  a  very  good 
antifcorbutic  ;  whereas  oil,  filch  at 
lead  as  is  ufually  given  to  thf- 
navy,  I  apprehend  has  the  con¬ 
trary  effect.  But  the  iiitrodu£l  ierd. 
of  the  mod  falutary  articles,  either 
as  provifion  or  medicines,  W:  • 
generally  prove  unfuccefsful,  tin* 
lefs  fupported  by  certain  rules  c? 
living. 

On  this  principle,  many  yehr-3 
experience,  together  with  fome 
hints  I  had  from  Sir  Hugh  Pallifer, 

I  2  Vlurf 
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the  Captain*  Campbell,  W»  Ills, 
and  other  iiatelligent  officers, 
enabled  me  to  lay  down  a  plan 
whpreby  all  was  to  be  conducted. 
The  crew  were  at  three  watches, 
except  upon  fome  extraordiaary 
occafions.  By  this  means  they 
were  not  fo  much  expofed  to  the 
weather  as  if  they  had  been  at 
watch  and  watch  ;  and  they  had 
generally  dry  cloaths  to  ffiift  thern- 
felves  when  they  happened  to  get 
wet.  Care  was  alfo  taken  to  ex- 
pofe  them  as  little  as  poffible. 
Proper  methods  were  employed  to 
keep  their  perfons,  hammocks, 
bedding,  cloaths,  &c.  conftantly 
clean  and  dry.  Equal  pains  were 
taken  to  keep  the  ffiip  clean  and 
dry  between  decks.  Once  or 
twice  a  week  jfhe  was  aired  with 
fires ;  and  when  this  could  not  be 
done,  ffie  was  fmoaked  with  gun¬ 
powder  moiftened  with  vinegar  or 
water.  I  had  alfo  frequently  afire 
made  in  an  iron  pot  at  the  bottom 
of  the  well,  which  greatly  puri¬ 
fied  the  air  in  the  lower  parts  of 
the  ffiip.  To  this  and  cleanlinefs, 
as  well  in  the  ffiip  as  amongft  the 
people,  too  great  attention  cannot 
be  paid ;  the  leaft  negleft  occa¬ 
fions  a  putrid  offenfive  fmell  be¬ 
low,  which  nothing  but  fires  will 
remove  ;  and  if  thefe  be  not  ufcd 
in  time,  thofe  fmells  will  be  at¬ 
tended  with  bad  confequences. 
Proper  care  wras  taken  of  the  ffiip’s 
coppers,  fo  that  they  were  kept 
conftantly  clean.  The  fat,  which 
boiled  out  of  the  fait  beef  and 
pork,  I  never  fuffered  to  be  given 
to  the  people,  as  is  cuftomary  ; 
being  of  opinion  that  it  promotes 
the  feurvy.  I  never  failed  to  take 
in  water  wherever  it  was  to  be  pro¬ 
cured,  even  when  we  did  not  feem 
to  want  it ;  becauie  I  look  upon 
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freffi  water  from  the  ffiore  to  be 
much  more  wholefome  than  that 
which  has  been  kept  for  fome 
time  on  board.  Of  this  effential 
article  we  were  never  at  an  allow¬ 
ance,  but  had  always  abundance 
for  every  neceflary  purpofe.  I  am 
convinced  that  with  plenty  of  freffi 
water,  and  a  clofe  attention  to 
cleanlinefs,  a  ftiip’s  company  will 
feldom  be  much  afflidled  with  the 
feurvy,  though  they  ffiould  not  be 
provided  with  any  of  the  antifeor- 
butics  before  -  mentioned.  We 
came  to  few  places  Where  either 
the  art  of  man  or  nature  did  not 
afford  fome  fort  of  refreffiment  or 
other,  either  of  the  animal  or  ve¬ 
getable  kind.  It  was  my  firft  care 
to  procure  what  could  be  met  with 
of  either  by  every  means  in  my 
power,  and  to  oblige  our  people  to 
make  ufe  thereof,  both  by  my 
example  and  authority ;  but  the 
benefits  arifing  from  fuch  refreffi- 
merits  foon  became  fo  obvious, 
that  I  had  little  occaficn  to  employ 
either  the  one  or  the  other. 

Thefe,  Sir,  were  the  methods, 
under  the  care  of  Providence,  by 
which  the  Refolutlon  performed  a 
voyage  of  three  years  and  eighteen 
days,  through  all  the  climates 
from  520  North  to  710  South,  with 
the  lofs  of  one  man  only  l>y  dlf- 
eafe,  and  who  died  of  a  compli  • 
cated  and  lingering  illnefs,  with¬ 
out  any  mixture  of  feurvy.  Two 
others  were  unfortunately  drowned, 
and  one  killed  by  a  fall  ;  fo  that 
of  the  whole  number  with  which  I 
fet  out  from  England  I  loft  only 
four. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  fir, 
&c. 

Rxtracl  of  a  Letter  from  Captain 
Cook  to  iS/VJohn  Pringle,  Barty 

date* 
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dated  Plymouth  Sound,  July  7, 
1776. 

I  ENTIRELY  agree  with  you, 
that  the  dearnefs  of  the  rob  of  le¬ 
mons  and  oranges  will  hinder  them 
from  being  furnifhed  in  large 
quantities,  but  I  do  not  think  this 
io  neceflary  ;  for  though  they  may 
affift  other  things,  I  have  no  great 
opinion  of  them  alone.  Nor  have 
I  a  higher  opinion  of  vinegar  :  my 
people  had  it  very  fparingly  du¬ 
ring  the  late  voyage  ;  and  towards 
the  latter  part,  none  at  all  ;  and 
yet  we  experienced  no  ill  eftedfs 
from  the  want  of  it.  The  cuftom 
of  walking  the  inlide  of  the  Ihip 
with  veginar  I  feldom  obferved, 
thinking,  that  lire  and  fmoke  an- 
fwered  the  purpofe  much  better. 


Remarks-  on  the  foregoing  Paper , 
containing  a  Summary  of  the  Dif- 
covery  of  the  great  antifcorbutic 
Virtues  of  Wort ,  by  Dr .  Mac- 
bride  ;  with  an  Application  of  the 
Principles ,  on  which  thefe  Virtues 
were  firfl  attributed  to  Wort>  to 
other  vegetable  Preparations,  par¬ 
ticularly  a  moft  cheap  and  eafy 
Beverage  ufed  with  amazing  Site - 
■cefs  by  the  Ruffians,  on  board  their 
■  Fleets  and  in  their  Jails ,  be.  and 
to  a  fmilar  Mefs  adopted  with  the 
fame  Sue  cefs  by  the  Captain  of  an 
Englilh  Man  of  War .  Fro?n  Sir 
John  Pringle.’/  Difcourfe  on  the 
Royal  Society *s  crowning  Captain 
Cook’s  Paper  with  S;r  Godfrey 
Copley’s  Medal. 

APTAIN  Cook  begins  his 
lift  of  ftores  with  malt;  “  Qf 
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“  this,”  he  fays,  ie  was  made 
“  fweet-wort,  and  given  not  only 
“  to  thole  men  who  had  ma  nifeft 
“  fymptoms  of  the  feurvy,  but  to 
**  fuch  alfo  as  were  judged  to  be  the 
“  moft  liable  to  it.”  Dr.  Mac- 
bride,  who  lirft  fuggefted  this  pre¬ 
paration,  was  led,  as  he  fays,  to  the 
difeovery  by  fome  experiments 
that  had  been  laid  before  this  So¬ 
ciety  ;  by  which  it  appeared,  that 
the  air  produced  by  alimentary 
fermentation  was  endowed  with  a 
power  of  corredting  putrefaction. 
The  fact  he  comlirmed  by  numerous 
trials,  and  finding  this  fluid  to  be 
fixed  ahy  he  juftly  concluded,  that 
whatever  fnbftance  proper  for  food 
abounded  with  it,  and  which  could 
be  conveniently  carried  to  fea, 
would  make  one  of  the  bell  provi- 
fions  againlt  the  feurvy;  which  he 
then  confidered  as  a  putrid  difeafe, 
and  as  fuch  to  be  prevented  or 
cured  by  that  powerful  kind  of 
antifeptic  *.  Beer,  for  inftance, 
hath  always  been  efteemed  one  of 
the  belt  antifcorbutics ;  but  as  that 
derived  all  its  fixed  air  from  the 
malt  of  which  it  is  made,  he  in¬ 
ferred,  that  malt  itfelf  was  pre¬ 
ferable  in  long  voyages,  as  it  took 
up  lefs  room  than  the  brewed  li¬ 
quor,  and  would  keep  longer 
found.  Experience  hath  fince  ve¬ 
rified  this  ingenious  theory,  and 
tfte  malt  hath  now  gained  fo  much 
credit  in  the  navy,  that  there 
only  wanted  fo  long,  fo  healthful, 
and  fo  celebrated  a  voyage  as  this, 
to  rank  it  among  the  moft  indif* 
penfable  articles  of  provifion.  For 
though  Captain  Cook  remarks, 
that  ct  a  proper  attention  to  other 
“  things  muft  be  joined,  and  that 
he  is  not  altogether  of  opinio*, 
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**  that  the  wort  will  be  able  to  not  fufficient  convenience.  Th® 

cure  the  fcurvy  in  an  advanced  Ruffians  however  make  a  fhift  to 

46  date  at  fea  ;  yet  he  is  perfuaded,  prepare  at  fea,  as  well  as  at  land* 

i(  that  it  is  fufficient  to  prevent  a  liquor  of  a  middle  quality  be- 

£<  that  didemper  from  making  tween  wort  and  final  1  beer,  in  the 
*f  any  great  progrefs,  for  a  con-  following  manner.  They  take 
“  Inferable  time  ;”  and  therefore  ground  malt  and  rye-meal  in  a  cei> 
he  doth  not  hefitate  to  pronounce  tain  proportion,  which  they  knead 
it,  “  one  of  the  bed  antifcorbutic  into  fmall  loaves,  and  bake  in  the 
ii  medicines  yet  found  out*.”  oven.  Thefe  they  occafionally  infufc 

This  faffitary  gas,  or  fixed  air ,  in  a  proper  quantity  of  warm  water, 
is  contained  more  or  lefs  in  all  fer-  which  begins  fo  foon.  to  ferment, 
rnentable  liquors,  and  begins  to  that  in  the  fpace  of  twenty-four 
oppofe  putrefaction  as  foon  as  the  hours  their  brewage  is  compleated, 
working  or  inteftine  motion  com-  in  the  production  of  a  fmall, 
raences.  brifk,  and  acidulous  liquor  which 

In  wine  it  abounds,  and  per-  they  call  qu’as,  palatable  to  themfelves- 
haps  no  vegetable  fubdance  is  and  not  difagreable  to  the  tafte 
more  replete  with  it  than  the  fruit  of  drangers.  '  The  late  Dr.  Mourw 
of  the  vine.  If  we  join  the  grate-  fey,  member  of  this  foe**ty  f ,  who 
ful  tafte  of  wjne,  we  rauft  rank  it  had  lived  long  in  Ruffia,  and  had 
find  in  the  lift  of  antifcorbutic  li-  been  Archiater  under  two  fucceffive 
quors.  Cyder  is  likewife  good,  fovereigns,  acquainted  me  that  the 
with  other  vinous  productions  from  quas  was  the  common  and  whole- 
fruit,  as  alfo  the  various  kinds  of  fome  drink  both  of  the  fleets  and 
beer.  It  hath  been  a  cpndant  ob-  armies  of  that  empire,  and  that 
fervation,  that  in  long  cruizes  or  it  was  particularly  good  againft  the 
diftant  voyages,  the  fcurvy  is  lie-  fcurvy.  He  added,  that  happening 
ver  feen  whilft  the  fmall-beer  holds  to  be  at  Mofcow  when  he  pended 
out  at  a  full  allowance  ;  but  that  the  “  Obfervations  on  the  Jail- 
when  it  is  all  expended,  the  dif-  Fever,”  publiihed  here,  he  had  been 
order  fpon  appears.  It  were  there-  induced  to  compare  what  he  read 
fore  to  be  wifhed,  that  this  mod  in  that  treatife  with  what  he  ffiould 
whole  fome  beverage  could  be  re-  fee  in  the  feveral  prifons  of  that 
newed  at  fea  ;  but  our  fhips  afford  large  city:  but  to  his  furprize, 

j  Having  beffa  favoured  with  a  fight  of  the  Medical  Journal,  of  Mr- .  Patten, 
furgeon  to  the  Refo  ution,  I  read  the  following  panage  in  it,  not  a  little  ftrengthen- 
ing  the  above  tellimony.  fc<  1  have  found  the  wort  of  the  vrtmoft  lVrvice  in  all 
fcorb utic  cafes  during  the  voyage.  As  many  took  it  by  way  of  prevention,  few 
i<;  cafes  occurred  where  it  had  a  lair  trial  )  but  thele,  however,  I  flatter  myfelf, 

44  will  be  fufficient  to  convince  every  impartial  perfon,  that  it  is  the  belt  remedy  hi- 
4t  therto  found  out  for  the  cure  of  the  lea-feurvy  ;  and  1  am  well  .convinced,  from 
what  I  have  feen  the  wort  perform,  and  from  its  mode  of  operation,  that  if 
94  aided  by  portable  fioup,  four- kr cut y  fugar,  fago,  and  ccurants ,  the  fcurvy,  that 
94  maritime  peftilence,  will  feldom  or  never  make  its  alarming  appearance  among 
u  a  ihip’s  crew  on  the  longeft  voyages  ^proper  care  with  regard  to  cleanlinefs  and 
u  pismikus  being  obfeivcd.,  '  *1*  The  R<?yal  Society. 
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after  vifiting  them  all,  and  find¬ 
ing  them  full  of  malefactors,  for 
the  late  emprefs  then  fuffered  none 
of  thofe  who  were  convi&ed  of 
capital  crimes  to  be  put  to  death, 
yet  he  could  difeover  no  fever 
among  them,  nor  learn  that  any 
acute  diftemper  peculiar  to  jails 
had  ever  been  known  there. 
He  obferved  that  fome  of  thofe 
places  of  confinement  had  a  yard, 
into  which  the  prifoners  were  al¬ 
lowed  to  come  for  the  air  ;  but 
that  there  were  others  without 
this  advantage,  yet  not  fickly  :  fo 
that  he  coiiid  afiign  no  other  rea- 
fon  for  the  healthful  condition  of 
thofe  men  than  the  kind  of  diet 
they  ufed  ;  which  was  the  fame 
iwith  that  ot  the  common  people 
of  the  country,  who  not  being  able 
to  purchafe  flefh-meat  live  moftly 
on  rye-bread,  (the  moil  acefcent  of 
any  bread)  and  drink  quas .  }^e 

concluded  with  faying,  that  upon 
his  return  to  Peteriburg,  he  had 
made  the  fame  enquiry  there,  and 
with  the  fame  refult. 

Thus  far  my  informer  :  from 
whofe  account  it  would  appear, 
that  the  rye-meal  shifted  both  in 
quickening  the  fermentation,  and 
adding  more  fixed  air  ;  fince  the 
malt  alone  could  not  fo  readily 
produce  fo  acidulous  and  briik  a 
liquor.  And  there  is  little  doubt 
but  that  whenever  the  other  grains 
can  be  brought  to  a  proper  degree 
of  fermentation,  they  will  more 
or  lefs  in  the  fame  way  become 
ufeful.  That  oats  will,  I  am  fatis- 
fied,  from  what  I  have  been  told 
by  one  of  the  intelligent  friends 
of  Captain  Cook.  This  gentle¬ 
man  being  on  a  cruize  in  a  large 
fhip  * ,  in  the  beginning  of  the 

*  The  EfTex,  a  feventy-gun  fhip. 

'J'  This  rural  food,  ia  the  North,  is  ca 
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late  war,  and  the  feurvy  breaking 
out  among  his  crew,  he  bethought 
himfelf  of  a  kind  of  food,  he  had 
feen  ufed  in  fomc  parts  of  the  coun- 
try,  as  the  moft  proper  on  this  oc- 
calion.  Some  oatmeal  is  put  into 
a  wooden  veftel,  hot  water  is  poured 
upon  it,  and  the  infufion  continues 
until  the  liquor  begins  to  tafte 
fourifh  ;  that  is,  till  a  fermentation 
comes  on,  which  in  a  pkice  mo¬ 
derately  warm  may  be  in  the  fpace 
of  two  days.  The  water  is  then 
poured  off  from  the  grounds,  and 
boiled  down  to  the  confiftence  of  a 
jelly  j*.  This  he  ordered  to  be 
made,  and  dealt  out  in  meffes, 
being  firft  fweetened  with  fygar, 
and  leafoned  with  fome  prize-wine 
he  had  taken, -which  though  turned 
four,  yet  improved  the  tafte*  and 
made  this  aliment  no  lefs  palatable 
than  medicinal. 


Obfervations  on  the  Method  of  bury¬ 
ing  the  Par  if')  Poor  in  London, 
and  on  the  Manner  in  which  fome 
of  the  capital  Buildings  in  it  are 
conf  raped  and  kept,  as  two  great 
Sources  of  the  extraordinary  Sick - 
linefs  and  Mortality ,  by  putrid 
Fevers ,  fo  fcnfibly  felt  in  that 
'  Capital ;  with  Hints  for  the 
Correction  of  thefe  Fvils .  By 
a  Gentleman  who  fgns  himfelf 
Hygeia. 

H  E  leaft  attention  to  the 
mode  of  interment  in  this 
city, particularly  of  the  bodies  of  the 
poor,  would  lead  one  to  conlider 
it  as  a  principal  caufe  of  this  fpe  j 
cies  of  difeafe.  In  fome  burying- 
grounds,  near  the  center  of  this 
metropolis,  the  graves  or  pits  for 
the  reception  of  the  poor  are  made 

lied  fgiini. 
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fpfficiently  wide  to  contain  3  or  4 
wooden  coffins  a-breaft,  and  deep 
enough  to  hold  twice  as  many  in 
depth  :  thefe  pits,  after  each  bu¬ 
rial,  are  covered  with  a  few  loofe 
boards,  and  a  little  mould  to  hide 
the  coffin  from  common  view  ;  but 
they  are  never  filled  up  till  the 
whole  compliment  of  corpfes  has 
been  interred.  When  this  is  done, 
a  fecond  grave  is  opened  upon  the 
fame  plan,  clofe  to  the  firft,  leaving 
the  fides  of  the  former  coffins  ft  ill 
expofed  ;  by  which  means  thefe 
wholefale  receptacles  of  the  dead 
become  fo  offenfive,  as  frequently 
to  oblige  the  minifters,  and  others 
upon  funeral  duty,  to  Hand  at  a 
confiderable  diftance,  to  avoid  the 
flench  arifing  from  them.  Barely 
to  mention  the  exiftence  of  a  nui- 
fance  of  this,  kind,  is  fufficient  to 
fhock  every  man  of  reflexion  and 
humanity  $  and  the  teftimonies  of 
numerous  writers  confirm  the  in- 
falubrity  of  fuch  a  practice.  % 

As  much  as  poffible,  the  inter-, 
ment  of  dead  bodies  in  large  cities 
ffiould  be  prohibited  ;  and  the 
pumerous  places  hithertp  apprpr 


priated  to  that  ufe,  ffiould  be  con¬ 
verted  into  lawns,  walks,  gardens, 
fquares,  and  fuch  like  ufeful  and 
ornamental  objects.  Tofupply  the 
defedt  of  burying-places  arifing 
from  this  change,  other  grounds 
ffiould  be  chofen  at  proper  diflanees 
and  on  the  north  bde  of  a  city,  as 
fouthern  winds  are  more  fultry,  and 
likely  to  convey  to  the  inhabitants 
any  noxious  exhalation,  the  diffu- 
fion  of  which,  it  is  wre!l  known, 
northern  winds  tend  rather  to  check 
than  to  promote. 

If, however,  the  practice  of  bury¬ 
ing  the  dead  within  the  city  be 
continued,  fome  regulation  ffiould 
be  adopted  to  prevent  its  perni¬ 
cious  effects,  by  fixing  the  depth  of 
every  grave  at  five  feet  at  the  leaft, 
and  the  number  of  bodies  depofited 
in  each  to  two  at  the  moll,  and  in 
cafe  of  two  the  grave  ffiould  be 
made  one  foot  deeper  ;  but  on  no 
condition  whatever  ffiould  any  grave 
be  left  open  after  the  interment  of 
a  corpfe. 

With  refpe£t  to  vaults,  they 
ffiould  be  difeouraged  as  perpetual 
fpurecs  of  putrid  exhalations  ;  and 


I  I  have  known  inftances  of  the  hofpital  fever  beginning  in  a  ward  when  there 
was  no  other  cauie  but  one  of  the  men  having  a  mortified  limb.” 

Pringle's  Difeafes  of  the  Army. 

Foreftus  fays,  he  was  an  eye  witnefs  to  a  piigue  which  aroie  from  the  tame 
caufe.”  , 

He  likewise  mentions  “  a  malignant  fever  which  broke  out  in  North  Holland, 
occasioned  by  the  rotting  of  a,  whale  that  had  been  left  upon  the  fhore  ”  In  a  French 
treatife  Sur  ia  Pefte,  mention  is  made  of  “  a  malignant  fever  affefting  the  crew  of 
a  French  fhip,  upon  the  putrefa&ion  of  fome  cattle  they  had  killed  in  the  ifland  of 
Nevis,  in  the  Weft- Indies.”' 

Diodorus  Siculus  mentions  “  the  putrid  fleams  urifing  from  the  bodies  of  thofe 
who  lay  unburied,  as  one  of  the  cauies  of  that  dreadful  diftemper  that  broke  cut 
among  the  Carthaginians  at  the  fiege  of  Syracufe.” 

Pringle  mentions,  “  amongft  the  ca,uies  of  malignant  fevers,  burials  within  the 
'Jownf,  and  the  bodies  not  laid  deep.” 

Difeafes  of  the  Army ,  See  alfo  Screta  de  Feb.  Cajlrtr , 

Foreftus  mentions  “  a  plague  that  raged  at  Venice  in  his  time,  owing  to  the 
•aorrujtion  of  &  fma ft  kind  of  fith  in  that  part  of  the  Adriatic. 

alfo  Meady  Sir  John  Colbaichj  &e. 
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bo  dead  body  fflould  be  permitted 
to  be  depofited  in  a  vault,  unlefs 
inclofed  in  a  leaden  coffin,  well 
loldercd  down. 

From  the  increafe  of  trade  in  this 
metropolis,  and  the  larger  and  more 
frequent  aflemblies  of  people  at 
public  markets,  coffee-houfes,  and 
other  places  of  bufinefs  and  amufe- 
ment,  it  is  probable  that  many 
perfons  fuflain  coufiderable  injury 
in  their  health.  The  Royal-Ex¬ 
change  affords  a  finking  inflance 
to  this  purpofe.  The  '’change 
hours,  a  few  years  ago,  feldom 
exceeded  two  o’clock,  and  now 
three  is  confidered  as  the  time  of 
high  change.  The  crouds  of  peo¬ 
ple  that  uiually  remain  at  this  place 
for  upwards  of  an  hour,  muft  cer¬ 
tainly  be  pernicious,  of  which  every 
one  may  be  convinced  who  enters 
upon  full  ’change  immediately  from 
the  frefher  atmofphere  of  the  flreet; 
he  feels  the  former  not  only  much 
hotter,  but  alfo  fo  offenfive  as  to 
render  refpiration,  at  firfl,  fome- 
what  difficult.  Before  the  com¬ 
pany  retire  all  the  gates  are  fhut, 
leaving  onty  one  fmall  outlet  ;  and 
thus  the  air,  tainted,  and  ren¬ 
dered  noxious,  is  pent  up  and  con- 
hned  againfl  the  evening,  when  the 
gates  are  again  opened  ;  and  vale¬ 
tudinarians,  who  have  not  leifure 
to  go  into  the  country,  under  a 
notion  of  purchafing  a  mouthful  of 
frefh  air,  rufh  into  an  atmofphere 
loaded  with  human  effluvia,  which 
of  all  others,  when  become  vitiated, 
is  the  mofl  dangerous  to  health  and 
life. 

T.  o  this  place,  likewife,  many 
children  are  conducted,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  early  part  of  the  day, 
to  breathe  the  aurora  matutina  ; 
but  inflead  of  that  falutary  regale, 
they  infpire  chiefly  the  fasculie  of 
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yeflerday,  which  are  retained  under 
the  deep  piazzas  for  want  of  free 
ventilation. 

It  is  not  expelled  that,  by  thefe 
fuggeflions,  perfons  engaged  in 
buiinefs  wall  be  induced  to  avoid 
the  Exchange,  neither  do  I  think 
the  danger  exceedingly  imminent, 
as  the  pepper  vaults  under  this  edi¬ 
fice,  and  the  regale  gentlemen  par¬ 
take  of  in  the  neighbouring  coffee- 
houfes,  rnuft  mutually  tend  to  ob¬ 
viate  infection  ;  but,  certainly,  in 
the  place  of  the  prefentclofe  wooden 
gates,  open  iron  gates  might  be 
iubflituted,  by  which  a  freer  cir¬ 
culation  of  air  would  be  promoted. 
It  cannot,  however,  at  any  time, 
be  advileable  to  frequent  this  place 
for  the  fake  of  falubrity  of  air. 

The  transfer  offices,  at  the  Bank, 
are  mfalubrious,  not  only  from  the 
multitude,  of  people  who  daily 
croud  them,  but  alfo  from  their 
peculiar  conftrudlion,  which  not 
having  fide  windows  and  common 
chimnies,  like  all  regular  and  wife 
buildings,  cannot  poffibly  admit 
that  free  circulation  of  air,  which 
the  health  of  the  people  who  are 
ftatedly  employed  there  indifpen- 
fably  requires.  The  air  alfo,  that 
iffues  from  the  fuperb  Itoves,  in>« 
flead  of  compenfating  for  the  want 
of  vital  air,  which  feems  to  have 
beendefignedly  excluded  from  thofe 
coflly  apartments,  ferves  only  to 
increafe  the  general  infalubrity,  by 
diffufing  the  pernicious  particles 
with  which  it  is  impregnated. 

Among  various  other  fourees  of 
putridity,  may  be  included  levees, 
play-houfes,  public  exhibitions, 
kitchens  under  ground,  night  cel- 
lars*  routs,  malqueradcs,  and  noc¬ 
turnal  revels  of  all  kinds.  Meet- 
ing-houfes,  alfo,  being  ufually  built 
with  low  toofs,  muft  prove  perni¬ 
cious 
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cions  to  the  health  of  many  indi¬ 
viduals,  as  every  thing  that  de¬ 
frays  the  purity  of  the  air  debili¬ 
tates  the  body,  and  conduces  to 
the  production  of  putrid  and  other 
difeafes. 

Illuminations,  and  the  vail  in- 
creafe  in  the  ufe  of  lamps  and  can¬ 
dles,  mull  tend  to  impair  the  pu¬ 
rity  of  the  circumambient  air,  as 
all  burning  bodies  have  the  pro¬ 
perty  of  rendering  it  lefs  fit  for 
refpi  ration,  of  which  we  may  be 
convinced  by  the  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing  over  a  charcoal  fire.  It  has 
been,  I  know,  a  general  received 
opinion,  that  fires  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  plagues,  and  peiliferous 
winds  ;  but  experience  in  London 
affords  a  ilrong  proof  to  the  con¬ 
trary  ;  great  fires  were  made  dur¬ 
ing  the  ravages  of  the  plague  in 
this  city,  which  were  fo  far  from 
abating  it,  that  the  week  after  the 
general  conflagration  the  deaths 
were  almofi  doubly  augmented  : 
there  i%  reafon,  therefore,  to  con¬ 
clude,  that,  as  burning  bodies  emit 
%  mephitic  matter,  large  fires  tend 
ta  deiiroy  the  purity  of  the  air. 

In  this  city,  where  coal  fires  are 
principally  uJfed,.  with  the  inflam¬ 
mable,  mephitic,  arid  other  mat¬ 
ters  thrown  out,  probably  an  acid 
is  decompofed,  and  exhaled  from 
the  fulphur  in  the  coaj  ;  and  there¬ 
by  certain  miafmata,  of  a  putrid 
tendency,  may  be  neutralized ; 
but,  from  the  inftances  in  the  plague 
above  mentioned,  there  is  reafon  to 
prefume  that  the  injury  introduced 
into  the  atmoiphere  overbalances 
the  good  effects  arifing  from  the 
acid  decompofition. 

One  of  the  moil  univerf  \  and 
dangerous  channels  of  infection,  has 
its  iource  in  the' date  of  the  hofpi- 
tal$  in  this  city,  which  are  ufually 
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fo  contrived  as  to  be  peculiar¬ 
ly  adapted  to  generate  contagion- 
From  twenty  to  forty  perfons  are 
generally  configned  to  one  room, 
and  were  they  all  in  health,  it 
might  reasonably  be  fufpedted,  that 
the  breath,  and  effluvia  from  fiich  a 
number  of  people  would  foon  ren¬ 
der  the  air  unfit  for  refpiration, 
and  at  length  give  rife  to  difeafes 
of  the  putrid  kind  :  what  then  can 
be  expected,  when  as  many  pati¬ 
ents,  under  various  difeafes,  breathe 
day  and  night  in  one  confined 
apartment  ? 

I  have  now,  Mr.  Editor,  curfo- 
rily  mentioned  a  few  fources  of  in¬ 
jury  to  the  health  of  my  fellow- 
creatures.  I  am  ferry  that  want  of 
leifure  will  not  permit  a  more  mi¬ 
nute  detail  of  thefe  and  other  can- 
fes  of  difeafe  ;  but  fhould  the  hints 
I  have  given  preferve  one  ufeful 
member  of  'the  community,  it 
will  afford  an  ample  compenfation 
to  H  Y  G  E  I  A. 

[  Gentleman* s  Magazine.  ] 

■  — <rr  l |l | IH  1l  IIMI  IIIIHI  II I  i II ■  III!  IM  |  ||  |— I 

Bafy  Method  of  effectually  preferv - 
mg  Dead  Bodies ,  as  praflifed  by 
the  Capuchins  ^Palermo  in  Ita¬ 
ly—  From  a  Voyage  to  Sicily  and 
Malta,  by  Mr.  John  Dry  den, 
Junior,  Son  to  Mr.  Dryden  the 
Poet. 

J3DT  the  oddeft  and  moll  fr.r- 
3  prizing  fight  we  ever  beheld 
was  at  the  Capuchins,  about  fome 
half  a  mile  out  of,  the  gate  that 
leads  to  Monreal,  wdiere  one  of 
thofe  fathers  conduced  us  down 
into  a  long  crofs  vault  under  their 
church  and  convent.  Here  we  faw 
an  abundance  of  Capuchins  Hand¬ 
ing  in  a  row  one  by  another  againff 

the 
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the  wall,  feemingly  in  a  devout 
pofture  ;  when  coming  near  to  them 
we  found  they  were  fo  many  dead 
men,  all  dry’d  up,  but  with  all  the 
flelh  and  Ik  in  on  their  hands  and 
faces  entire,  nor  were  the  nerves 
rotted.  This  wonderful  way  of 
preferving  their  dead  bodies  they 
perform  with  the  greateft  eafe  ima¬ 
ginable,  only  by  extending  their 
dead  on  four  or  five  crofs  fticks, 
over  a  receptacle  or  fmall  place 
built  up  of  brick,  hollow,  and 
in  form  of  a  coffin  ;  and  fo  the 
dead  body  continuing  to  lye  thus 
extended  or  at  length  over  this 
hollow,  fupported  by  the  crofs 
fticks,  vents  all  its  corruption 
away,  and  in  a  year’s  time  the  flun 
and  fleffi  remain  dry  on  the  bones  : 
and  we  faw  feveral  ftanding  up 
that  had  been  but  a  year,  with  an 
infcription  on  the  bodies  who  they 
were  ;  for,  notwithftanding  the 
bodies  were  all  cloath’d  in  Ca¬ 
puchins  habits,  yet  an  abundance 
of  them  had  been  laymen  and  per- 
fons  of  the  beft  quality  in  Palermo  ; 
and  that  which  is  almoft  incredible, 
the  faces  retained  fome  refem- 
biance  of  the  perfons  to  whom  they 
did  belong  ;  for  not  only  Mr.  Gif¬ 
ford  at  firft  fight  call’d  them  by 
their  names,  faying,  This  was  a 
very  honeft  fellow  and  my  broker, 
this  fuch  a  one,  and  fo  of  the  reft  ; 
but  the  father  who  led  us  down 
did  in  particular  point  to  one  of 
the  dead  bodies,  who  had  been  a 
Capuchin,  faying.  This  father 
wras  a  very  handfome  comely  man  ; 
and,  indeed  it  appear’d  fo,  not 
only  below,  in  refpedt  of  the  other 
dead,  but  alfo  above  ftairs,  where 
he  fhowed  us  the  picture  of  that 
dead  father,  which  he  did  to  con¬ 
vince  us  that  the  dead  had  not  loft 


the  refemblance  of  what  they  had 
been  formerly  when  alive. 

Among  thefe  dead  bodies  there 
were  many  of  an  hundred  years 
ftanding,  which  wrere  as  entire  as 
the  neweft,  and  you  might  handle 
their  faces  and  hands  without  da¬ 
maging  them. 

This  way  of  preferving  the  dead 
among  the  living  is  eafy,  I  ima¬ 
gine,  to  be  practis’d  in  any  coun¬ 
try  ;  but  in  my  mind  it  is  but  a 
very  melancholy  renewing  of  an 
acquaintance  with  our  friends  to  fee 
them  in  this  pofture  ;  tho’  in  Ca- 
tholick  Countries  it  ferves  to  put 
thofe  who  come  to  '  fee  them  in 
mind  of  praying  for  their  fouls. 
Mr.  Gifford  told  us,  that  he  had 
already  taken  a  place  for  himfelf  to 
Hand  in  among  the  dead  of  this 
vault. 

The  pofture  of  two  among  thofe 
dead  bodies  was  very  remarkable  ; 
the  one  on  its  knees,  with  its  arm 
extended,  and  hands  clos’d,  as  at 
prayers  ;  the  other  with  its  arms 
quite  out  at  full  ftretch,  ftanding 
upright  in  pofture  of  one  cruci - 
fy’d.  The  account  the  fathers  gave 
of  thefe  twro  was,  that  they  had 
both  been  very  devout  in  their 
life-time  ;  and  that  the  body  of 
that  perfon  which  is  in  the  pofture 
of  a  crucifix  could  by  no  means  be 
altered  by  the  fathers,  who  had 
ty’d  down  the  arms  more  than 
once  when  the  corps  was  freffi,  and 
ftill  found  it  foon  return’d  to  that 
pofture,  which  therefore  they  judg’d 
to  be  the  will  of  God  that  it  ftiould 
fo  remain,  fince  it  was  known  that 
perfon  had  been  a  great  and  devout 
contemplator  of  our  Bleffed  Sa¬ 
viour’s  paffion  ;  the  fame  kind  of 
an  account  they  gave  of  the  other 
body  in  the  kneeling  pofture,  aver¬ 
ring 
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ring  that  they  found  it  rais'd  of  it- 
felf  in  that  fafhion,  going  in  to 
vifit  the  bodies  that  lay  aventing  in 
the  clofe  vault,  which  they  open 
Only  for  that  end,  or  to  pnt  in  a 
frelh  body. 


Some  Account  of  Mr,  Braidwood’s 
Academy  in  Edinburgh,  for  the 
teaching  of  Perflom ,  born  deaf  and 
dumb,  lo  [peak s  write,  and  read, 
with  under Ptandiny*  From  Mr. 

,  «•-'  o 

Pennant’s  Tour  into  Scotland. 

MR  .Braid  wood,  profeiTorof  the 
,  academy  of  dumb  and  deaf, 
has  under  his  care  a  number  of 
young  perfons,  who  have  received 
the  Promethian  heat,  the  divine 
inflatus ;  but  from  the  unhappy 
conflrudlion  of  their  organs,  were 
(’till  they  had  received  his  inft ruc¬ 
tions)  denied  the  power  of  utter¬ 
ance.  Every  idea  was  locked  up, 
or  appeared  but  in  their  eyes,  or  at 
their  lingers  ends,  till  their  mailer 
snllrudled  them  in  arts  unknown  to 
us,  who  have  the  faculty  of  hear¬ 
ing.  Apprehenfion  reaches  us  by 
the  groffer  fenfe.  They  flee  our 
words,  and  our  uttered  thoughts 
become  to  them  viiible.  Our  ideas 
expreffed  in  fpeech  llrike  their  ears 
in  vain  :  Their  eyes  receive  them 
as  they  part  from  our  lips.  They 
conceive  by  intuition,  and  fpeak 
by  imitation.  Mr.  Braidwood  firll 
teaches  them  the  letters  and  their 
powers  ;  and  the  ideas  of  words 
written,  beginning  with  the  moil 
iimple.  T.he  art  of  fpeaking  is 
taken  from  the  motion  of  his  lips  ; 
his  words  being  uttered  flowly  and 
diflin6l!y.  Their  anfwers  are  flow, 
and  fomewhat  harfh. 

When  I  entered  the  room,  and 
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found  myfelf  furrounded  with  hum* 
bers  of  human  forms  fo  oddly  cir- 
cumltanced,  I  felt  a  fort  of  anxiety, 
fuch  as  I  might  be  fuppofed  to  fee! 
had  I  been  environed  by  another 
order  of  beings.  I  was  foon  re¬ 
lieved,  by  being  introduced  to  a 
moft  angelic  young  creature,  of 
about  the  age  of  "thirteen.  She 
honoured  me  with  her  new-acquired 
converfation  ;  but  I  may  truly  fay, 
that  I  could  fcarcely  bear  the  power 
of  her  piercing  eyes  :  fhe  looked 
me  through  and  through.  She  foon 
fatished  me  that  fhe  was  an  apt 
fcholar.  She  readily  apprehended 
all  I  faid,  and  returned  me  anfwers 
with  the  utmoft  facility.  She  read  ; 
f he  wrote  well.  Her  reading  was  not 
by  rote.  She  could  cloath  the  fame 
thoughts  in  a  hew  fet  of  words, 
and  never  vary  from  the  original 
fenfe.  I  have  forgot  the  book  fhe 
took  up,  or  the  fentences  fhe  made 
a  new  verfion  of ;  but  the  effect 
was  as  follows : 

Original  Pajfage. 

Lord  Bacon  has  divided  the 
whole  of  human  knowledge  into 
hiftory,  poetry,  and  philofophy, 
which  are  referred  to  the  three 
powers  of  the  mind,  memory,  ima¬ 
gination,  and  reafon. 

.  V erfion. 

A  nobleman  has  parted  the  total 
or  all  of  man’s  fludy,  or  under- 
flanding,  into  an  account  of  the 
life,  manners,  religion,  and  cuf- 
toms  of  any  people  or  country, 
verfe  or  metre,  moral  or  natural 
knowledge,  which  are  pointed  to 
the  three  faculties  of  the  foul  or 
fpirit ;  the  faculty  of  remembering 
what  is  pafl,  thought  or  concep¬ 
tion,  and  right  judgment. 


Heft 
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]  left  Mr.  Braidwood  and  his 
pupils  with  the  fatisfadlion  which 
muft  refill t  from  a  reflection  on  the 
utility  of  his  art,  and  the  merit  of 
his  labours:  Who,  after  receiving 
under  his  care  a  Being  that  feemed 
to  be  merely  endowed  with  a  hu¬ 
man  form,  could  produce  the  di- 
vina  particula  aura,  latent,  and, 
but  for  his  fkill,  condemned  to  be 
ever  latent  in  it  ;  and  who  could 
reitore  a  child  to  its  glad  parents 
with  a  capacity  of  exerting  its 
rational  powers,  by  expreffive  founds 
of  duty,  love,  and  affection. 


T'he  rural  Indujiry  and  0 economy  of 
Z/rChinefe  propofed  as  an  Example 
to  all  the  other  Nations  of  the  Uni - 
verfe ,  by  the  Abbe  Raynal — -Frorn 
that  Gentleman* s  Philofophical  and 
Political  Hifory , 

IN  a  country  where  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  fo  ancient,  we  may 
every  where  expect  to  And  deep 
traces,  of  the  continued  force  of  in- 
duftry,  Its  roads  have  been  level¬ 
led  with  the  exadteft  care  ;  and,  in 
general,  have  no  greater  declivity 
than  is  neceflary  to  facilitate  the 
watering  of  the  land,  whch  they 
conflder,  *  with  reafon,  as  one  of 
the  greateft:  helps  in  agriculture. 
They  have  but  few,  even  of  the 
moll  ufeful  trees,  as  their  fruits 
would  rob  the  corn  of  its  nourifli- 
ment.  There  are  gardens,  it  is 
true,  interfperfed  with  flowers,  fine 
turf,  fhrubberies,  and  fountains  ; 
but  however  agreeable  thefe  feenes 
might  be  to  an  idle  fpedtator,  they 
feem  to  be  concealed  and  removed 
from  the  public  eye,  as  if  the  own¬ 
ers  were  afraid  of  Ihewing  how 
much  their  amufements  had  en¬ 
croached  upon  the  foil  that  ought 
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to  be  cultivated  for  the  fupport  of 
life.  They  have  no  parks  or  ex- 
tenfive  forefts,  which  are  not  near 
fo  ferviceable  to  mankind  by  the 
wood  they  furnifh,  as  prejudicial 
by  preventing  agriculture ;  and 
while  they  contribute  to  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  great  by  the  beafts  that 
range  in  them,  prove  a  real  mis¬ 
fortune  to  the  hufbandman.  In 
China,  the  beauty  of  a  country- 
feat  confifts  in  its  being  happily 
fituated,  furrounded  -with  an  agree¬ 
able  variety  of  cultivated  fields, 
and  interfperfed  with  trees  planted 
irregularly,  and  with  fome  heaps 
of  a  porous  Hone,  which  at  a  dis¬ 
tance  have  the  appearance  of  rocks 
or  mountains. 

The  hills  are  generally  cut  into 
terraces,  lupported  by  dry  walls. 
Here  there  are  refervoirs,  conftruc- 
ted  with  ingenuity,  for  the  recep¬ 
tion  of  rain  and  fpring  water.  It 
is  not  uncommon  to  fee  the  bot¬ 
tom,  fummit,  and  declivity  of  a 
hill  watered  by  the  fame  canal, 
by  means  of  a  number  of  engines 
of  a  limple  confirmation,  which 
fave  manual  labour,  and  perform 
with  two  men  what  could  not  be 
done  with  a  thoufand  in  the  ordi¬ 
nary  way.  Thefe  heights  com¬ 
monly  yield  three  crops  in  a  year. 
They  are  firlt  fown  with  a  kind  of 
radifh,  which  produces  an  oil  ; 
then  with  cotton,  and  after  that 
with  potatoes.  This  is  the  com¬ 
mon  method  of  culture  ;  but  the 
rule  is  not  without  exception. 

Upon  moil  of  the  mountains 
which  are  incapable  of  being  cul¬ 
tivated  for  the  fubfiflence  of  man, 
proper  trees  are  planted  for  build¬ 
ing  houfes  or  fhips.  Many  of 
them  contain  iron,  tin  and  copper 
mines,  fufficient  to  fupply  the  em¬ 
pire.  The  gold  mines  have  been 
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neglefted,  either  becaufe  their  pro¬ 
duce  did  not  defray  the  expence  of 
working  them,  or  becaufe  the  gold 
dull,  wafhed  down  by  the  torrents, 
was  found  fufneient  for  the  purpofes 
of  exchange. 

The  Tandy  plains,  faved  from 
the  ravages  of  the  ocean,  (which 
changes  its  bed  as  rivers  do  their 
courfe  in  fpace  of  time  fo  exaftlv 
proportioned  to  their  different  mo¬ 
ments  that  a  fmall  encroachment 
of  the  fea  caufes  a  thoufand  revo¬ 
lutions  on  the  furface  of  the  globe) 
form,  at  this  day,  the  provinces 
of  Nankin  andTchekiarig,  which 
are  the  ffneft  in  the  empire.  As 
the  Egyptians  checked  the  courfe 
of  the  Nile,  the  Chinefe  have  re- 
pulfed,  reffrained,  and  given  laws 
to  the  ocean.  They  have  re-united 
to  the  continent,  tradls  of  land 
which  had  been  disjoined  by  this 
dement.  They  ft  ill  exert  their 
endeavours  to  oppofe  that  over¬ 
ruling  effect  of  the  earth’s  mo¬ 
tion,  which  in  conformity  with  the 
celeftial  fyftem  drives  the  ocean 
from  eaft  to  weft.  To  the  action 
of  the  globe  the  Chinefe  oppofe 
the  labours  of  induftry  :  and  while 
nations,  the  moil  celebrated  in 
hiftory,  have,  by  the  rage  of  con- 
queft,  increafed  the  ravages  that 
time  is  perpetually  making  upon 
this  globe  ;  they  exert  fuch  efforts 
to  retard  the  progrefs  of  univerfal 
devallation,  as  might  appear  fu- 
pernatural,  if  daily  experience  did 
not  afford  us  ftrong  evidence  to  the 
contrary. 

To  the  improvements  of  land 
this  nation  adds,  if  we  may  be  al¬ 
lowed  the  expreffion,  the  improve¬ 
ment  of  the  water.  The  rivers,  which 
communicate  with  each  other  by  ca¬ 
nals,  and  run  underthe  walls  of  moft 
of  the  towns,  prefent  us  with  the 
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profpeftof  floating  cities,  C'ompofed 
of  an  infinite  number  of  boats  fil¬ 
led  with  people,  who  live  conilant- 
ly  upon  the  water,  and  whoie  fete 
employment  is  hilling.  The  fea 
itfelf  is  covered  with  numberlefs 
veffels,  whofe  mails,  at  a  diftance, 
appear  like  moving  forefts.  Anion 
mentions  it  as  a  reproach  to  the 
hfliermen  belonging  to  thefe  boats, 
that  they  did  not  give  themfelves  a 
moment’s  intermiffion  from  their 
work  to  look  at  his  flip,  which 
was  the  largeft  that  had  ever  an¬ 
chored  in  thofe  latitudes.  But  this 
inattention  to  an  objedl,  which  ap¬ 
peared  to  a  Chinefe  failor  to  be  of 
no  ufe,  though  it  was  in  the  way 
of  this  profeffion,  is,  perhaps,  a 
proof  of  the  happinels  of  a  peo* 
pie,  who  prefer  bufmefs  to  matters 
of  mere  curiofity* 

The  manner  of  culture  is  by  no> 
means  uniform  throughout  this  em¬ 
pire,  but  varies  according  to  the 
nature  of  the  foil  and  the  difference 
of  the  climate.  In  the  low  coun¬ 
tries  towards  the  fouth  they  fow 
rice,  which  being  always  under 
water,  grows  to  a  great  fize,  and 
yields  two  crops  in  a  year.  In  the 
inland  parts  of  the  country,  where 
the  fit  nation  is  lofty  and  dry,  the 
foil  produces  a  fpecies  of  rice,  which 
is  neither  fo  large,  fo  well-tailed, 
or  fo  nourilhing,  and  makes  the 
hufoandman  but  one  return  in  the 
year  for  his  labour.  In  the  northern 
parts  the  fame  kind  of  grain  are 
cultivated  as  in  Europe,  which 
grow  in  as  great  plenty,  and  are 
of  as  good  a  quality  as  in  any  of 
our  moil  fertile  countries.  From 
one  end  of  China  to  the  other* 
there  are  large  quantities  of  vege¬ 
tables,  particularly  in  the  fouth, 
where  together  with  fifh  they  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  meat,,  which  is  the 
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general  food  of  the  other  provinces. 
Blit  the  improvement  of  lands  is 
univerfally  underftood  and  attended 
to.  All  the  different  kinds  of  ma¬ 
nure  are  carefully  prelerved,  and 
fkilfully  diifributed  to  the  heft  ad¬ 
vantage  ;  and  that  which  arifes 
from  fertile  lands,  is  applied  to 
make  them  Hill  more  fertile.  This 
grand  fyftem  of  nature,  which  is 
fuftained  by  deftruftion  and  re¬ 
production,  is  better  underftood 
and  attended  to  in  China  than  in 
any  other  country  in  the  world. 

A  philofopher  whom  the  fpirit 
of  observation  has  led  into  their 
empire,  has  found  out  and  ex¬ 
plained  the  caufes  of  the  rural  occo- 
nomy  of  the  Chinefe. 

The  firil  of  thefe  caufes  is  that 
character  of  induftry  by  which  thefe 
people  are  particularly  diftinguiih- 
ed,  who  in  their  nature  require  a 
lefs  (hare  of  repofe  Every  day 
in  the  year  is  devoted  to  labour, 
except  the  firft,  which  is  employed 
in  paying  and  receiving  vifits  among 
relations  ;  and  the  laft,  which  is 
facred  to  the  memoiy  of  their  an  * 
ceftors.  The  firft  is  a  focial  duty, 
the  latter  a  part  of  domeftic  wor- 
fhip.  In  this  nation  of  fages, 
whatever  unites  and  civilizes' man¬ 
kind  is  religion  ;  and  religion  it- 
felf  is  nothing  more  than  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  focial  virtues.  Thefe 
fober  and  rational  people  want  no¬ 
thing  more  than  the  controul  of 
civil  laws  to  make  them  juft  ;  their 
private  worfhip  conlifts  in  the  love 
of  their  parents  whether  living  or 
dead  ;  and  their  public  worlhip  in 
the  love  of  labour  ;  and  that  labour 
which  is  held  in  the  moft  facred  ve¬ 
neration  is  agriculture. 

The  generofity  of  two  of  their 
emperors  is  much  revered,  who, 
preferring  the  interefts  of  the  Hate 


to  thofe  of  their  family,  kept  their 
own  children  from  the  throne  to 
make  room  for  men  taken  from  the 
plough.  They  revere  the  me¬ 
mory  of  thefe  hufbandmen,  who 
fowed  the  feeds  of  the  happinefs 
and  liability  of  the  empire  in  the 
fertile  bofom  of  the  earth  ;  that 
inexhaullible  fource  of  whatever 
conduces  to  the  nourifhment,  and 
confequentlyto  the  increafe  of  man¬ 
kind. 

In  imitation  of  thefe  royal  huf- 
bandmen,  the  emperors  of  China 
become  hufbandmen  officially.  It 
is  one  of  their  public  functions  to 
break  up  the  ground  in  the  fpring  ; 
and  the  parade  and  magnificence 
that  accompanies  this  ceremony* 
draws  together  all  the  farmers  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  capital- 
They  flock  in  crouds  to  fee  their 
prince  perform  this  folemnity  is 
honour  of  the  ftrft  of  all  the  arts. 
It  is  not,  as  in  the  fables  of  Greece, 
a  god,  who  tends  the  flocks  of  a 
king  ;  it  is  the  father  of  his  peo¬ 
ple,  who,  holding  the  plough 
with  his  own  hands,  fhews  his 
children  what  are  the  true  riches 
of  the  ftate.  In  a  little  time  he 
repairs  again  to  the  field  he  has 
ploughed  himfelf,  to  fow  the  feed 
that  is  moft  proper  for  the  ground. 
The  example  of  the  prince  is  fol¬ 
lowed  in  all  the  provinces ;  and 
at  the  fame  feafons,  the  viceroys' 
repeat  the  fame  ceremonies  in  the 
prefence  of  a  numerous  concourfe 
of  hufbandmen.  The  Europeans, 
who  have  been  prefent  at  this  fo¬ 
lemnity  at  Cariton,  never  fpeak 
of  it  without  emotion  ;  and  make 
us  regret  that  this  feftival,  whofe 
political  aim  is  the  encouragement 
of  labour,  is  not  eftablifhed  in 
our  climate,  inftead  of  that  num¬ 
ber  of' religious  fiea'fts,  Which  feem 

to 
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to  be  invented  by  idlenefs  to  make 
the  country  a  barren  waite. 


Rules  for  the  conflrufling  of  Wine- 
Cellars,  particularly  tkofe  intended 
for  the  keeping  of  Wines  of  a  de¬ 
licate  T future  and  Flavour  ;  by  Sir 
Edward  Barry,  Bart.  From  that 
Gentleman" s  Obfervations  hifto- 
rical,  critical,  and  medical,  on 
the  Wines  of  the  Ancients,  lately 
puhlifned. 

I  ^  HE  fize  of  the  cellar  ought 
|  to  be  in  proportion  to  the 
quantity  of  wine  for  which  it  is  de¬ 
signed  ;  as  it  is  more  eafy  to  de¬ 
fend  a  Small  cellar  from  the  admif- 
fion  of  a  greater  quantity  of  the  ex¬ 
ternal  air,  and  to  renew  it  occa¬ 
sionally,  than  one  of  a  large  fize. 

The  lituation  ought  to  be  low 
and  dry,  therefore  not  on  any  great 
declivity,  where  the  under  currents 
from  the  fuperior  ground  muff  al¬ 
ways  keep  it  moift,  and  infeCt  the 
air  with  its  putrid  exhalations  : 
this  communication  however  may 
be  prevented  by  intermediate 
trenches. 

A  fmall  anticellar,  built  before 
all  large  cellars,  would  be  a  con- 
fiderable  defence,  and  improve¬ 
ment  to  them  ;  in  which  a  quantity 
of  wine  fufficient  for  a  few  days, 
may  be  kept,  and  the  necefllty 
prevented  of  more  frequently  open¬ 
ing  the  large  cellar,  and  admitting 
the  external  air  ;  which  muff  al¬ 
ways  in  fome  degree  alter  the  tem¬ 
perature  of  it,  and  in  fudden,  or 
continued  great  heats,  or  frofts, 
may  be  particularly  injurious  to  the 
wine. 

It  is  uhial  to  cover  the  bottles  in 
the  binns  with  faw-duft  ;  to  which 
I  fhould  prefer  dry  fand,  whofe 


denfity  is  much  great*1.  1  faw  t 
remarkable  inftance  of  the  benefit 
a  riling  from  an  int  /mediate  de 
fence  of  this  kb.u.  A  hogfiiead 
of  claret,  which  had  been  lately 
bottled,  was  heaped  up  in  a  cornei 
of  a  merchant’s  common  large  cel¬ 
lar  with  a  view  of  removing  il 
foon  to  the  wine-cellar.  In  the 
mean  time,  a  load  of  fait,  from 
the  want  of  a  more  convenient 
place,  was  thrown  on  the  bottles- 
and  remained  there  fevtral  months 
before  it  was  removed.  This  wine 
was  afterwards  found  to  be  much 
fuperior  to  the  wine  of  the  fame 
growth  which  had  been,  imported 
and  bottled  about  the  fame  time, 
and  had  been  immediately  placed 
in  the  wine-cellar.  The  large 
quantity  of  ialt  formed  a  compact 
vault  over  the  bottles,  which  in- 
tirely  defended  the  wine  from  the 
influence  of  the  air,  though  greatly 
expofed  to  it ;  and  probably  the 
coldnefs  of  the  fait  contributed  to 
this  improvement. 

The  ancients  certainly  more  ef¬ 
fectually  prelerved  their  wine  in 
larger  earthen  veffels  pitched  ex¬ 
ternally,  than  we  can  in  our  bot¬ 
tles,  as  they  are  more  capable* 
from  their  fuperior  denfity  and  ca¬ 
pacity,  of  refilling  the  frequent 
changes  in  the  air  :  and  it  is  a 
common  obfervation,  that  the  wine* 
revived  into  bottles  which  contain 
two'quarts,  proves  better  than  that 
which  had  been  kept  in  lingle 
quarts. 

It  appears  to  me  very  probable, 
that  our  bell  modern  wines,  efpe- 
cially  thofe  of  a  delicate  texture, 
and  flavour,  may  be  more  effectu¬ 
ally  preferred  in  earthen  veffelsj 
of  a  larger  lize  than  our  bottles, 
well  glazed  externally  and  inter¬ 
nally.  The  vdfels  of  this  kind, 

which* 
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which  were  formerly  ufed  for  this 
purpofe,  were  pitched  externally, 
and  lined  internally,  on  account 
of  their  being  porous,  and  imper¬ 
fectly  vitrified  ;  but  our  artifts  are 
arrived  to  fuch  a  perfe&ion  in 
this  article  of  manufa&ory,  that 
their  glazed  velfels  are  impervious 
to  the  air,  and  incapable  of  com¬ 
municating  any  bad  tafte  to  any 
liquors  contained  in  them  ;  how¬ 
ever,  pitching  them  externally 
would  be  a  greater  defence,  efpe- 
cially  when  the  glazing  is  not 
equally  firm. 

The  largeft  veffel  in  which  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  ufualiy  kept 
their  wines  in  the  vaults,  was  the 
Amphora,  which  contained  ten 
gallons,  or  eighty  Roman  pounds. 
The  Urna  contained  half  that 
quantity.  Several  others  were  ufed 
of  an  inferior  fize,  and  gradually 
decrealmg  in  the  lame  proportion. 
They  fometimes  varied  from  this 
general  rule,  and  made  them  of  a 
finer  earth,  ornamented  with  diffe¬ 
rent  figures. 

The  form  and  capacity  of  thefe 
ve  ffels  is  well  known,  and  feems 
well  adapted  to  the  intention  of 
them.  They  were  regularly  ranged 
in  the  cellar ;  and  as  their  capa¬ 
city  gradually  decreafed  to  the  bot¬ 
tom,  whenever  any  lees  had  fub- 
fided  there,  on  removing  the  veffel 
they  were  lefs  apt  to  rife  and  mix 
with  the  wine,  than  when  con* 
tained  in  bottles  ;  the  furface  at 
the  bottom  being  fo  much  greater 
in  them,  and  the  quantity  of  wine 
which  they  contain  fo  much  lefs. 
The  wine  was  drawn  from  them 
by  a  fyphon,  and  the  opening  at 
the  upper  part  fo  large  that  they 
were  eafily  clean  feu  ;  and  thefize 
of  the  cork,  well  pitched,  was  a 
more  effectual  defence  than  our 
fmall  corks. 

Vol.  XIX.  1776. 
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In  fuch  habitations,  where  no 
vaults  have  been  made,  or  can  be 
conveniently  conftruCted,  an  arti¬ 
ficial  wine-cellar  may  be  eafily  con* 
trived  which  may  perhaps  more 
effectually  preferve  the  wine  from 
the  variations  of  the  external  air, 
than  the  common  vaults,  which 
are  liable  to  many  defeCts.  Thefe 
may  be  prevented,  by  burying 
thefe  earthen  veffels  in  cavities 
made  in  the  ground,  exa&ly  adapted 
to  the  fize  and  form  of  them, 
which  may  be  lined  with  brick,  or 
fiate  ;  and  fo  deep,  that  the  upper 
part  of  the  veffel  lodged  in  them 
be,  at  leaft,  a  foot  and  a  half 
lower  than  the  furface  of  the 
ground  :  the  intermediate  fpace 
might  be  filled  up  with  dry  fand, 
over  which  a  leaden  cover  may  be 
placed,  to  mark  the  fize  of  the  vef- 
iel,  and  the  time  when  it  was  bu¬ 
ried  there. 

I  am  fenfible  that  this  plan, 
which  I  have  only  fketched  out  iR 
a  fuperficial  view,  is  very  imper- 
feCl,  and  capable  of  many  im¬ 
provements,  in  refpeCt  to  the  form 
and  capacity  of  the  veffels,  and  the 
materials  of  which  they  are  com- 
pofed.  The  form  and  fize  of  the 
Amphora  may  be  a  proper  on£, 
when  a  great  quantity  of  wine  is 
depofited  in  large  cellars.  A  hog- 
fhead  of  wine  may  be  received  into 
ten  veffels,  each  of  which  contains 
fomewfiat  more  than  two  dozen  ol 
our  quarts  ;  neither  would  twenty 
of  half  their  capacity  take  up  any 
Confiderable  fpace  in  a  vault,  or 
when  buried  under  ground  in  any 
convenient  ground-floor.  When¬ 
ever  any  veffel  is  taken  up  for  ufe, 
it  may  be  fufpended  on  the  fide,  of 
the  celler  or  anti-cellar,  and  the 
quantity  of  wine,  which  is  occa- 
fianally  wanted,  drawn  off  by  a 
fyphon.  It  was  ufual  to  pour  & 
K  final 
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fma!l  quantity  of  oil  over  the  wine, 
efpecially  when  the  pitched  cork 
was  removed,  and  it  was  defigned 
for  immediate  ufe  ;  which,  fp read¬ 
ing  over  its  furface,  preferved  it 
equally  frefb,  during  the  time  of 
drinking  it.' 

Thefe  veffels  would  be  lefs  ex- 
penhve,  and  more  durable  than 
bottles,  and  lefs  liable  to  frequent 
frauds,  and  a  confiderable  wafte  of 
the  wine,  when  decanted  from  bot¬ 
tles,  in  which  a  fediment  had  fub- 
fided.  But  thefe  confiderations  are 
bf  another  kind  :  my  intention  is 
only  to  preferve  the  wine  in  a  more 
healthy  and  firm  date* 


An  A ccount  of  fever  at  Trials  made  on 
a  Boat,  or  Stoop,  fit  for  inland  Na¬ 
vigation,  coajiing  voyages,  and 
Jhort  Faff  ages  by  Sea,  nvhi'ch  is 
not  like  ordinary  Veffels,  liable  to 
be  oterfet  or  junk  by  Winds , 
Waves,  'Water -Spouts,  or  too 
heavy  a  Load ;  contrived  and  con - 
Jlrudfed  by  IVlonJieur  Bernieres, 
Direfror  of  the  Bridges  and  Caufe - 
moays  in  France,  ffc.-  <Lc« 

SOME  of  thefe  trials  were  made 
on  the  firft  of  Auguft  of  the 
pre-dent  year,  at  the  gate  of  the  in¬ 
valids  in  Paris,  in-  the  pre fence  of 
the  provo ft  of  the  merchants,  of 
the  body  of  the  town,  and  a  mi- 
merous  'on;r  urfe  of .  fpeftators  of 
all  conditions. 

The  experiments'  were  made  in 
the  way  - -f  companion  with  ano¬ 
ther  common  boat  of  the  lame 
place,  and  of  equal  fize.  Both 
boats  had  been  Built  ten  years,  and 
their  exterior  forms,  appeared  to 
he  exactly  fimilar.  The  common 
boat  contained  only  eight  men, 
'who  rocked  it,  apd  made  it  incline 
fo  much  to  one  fide  ;  that  it  pre- 
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fently  filled  with  water,  and  funk  $ 
fo  that  the  men  were  obliged 
to  have  themfelves  by  fwimming  £ 
a  thing  common  in  all  veffels' 
of  the  fame  kind,  either  from  the* 
imprudence  of  thofe  who  are  in 
them,  the  ftrength  of  the  waves  or 
■wind,  a  violent  or  unexpected 
fhock,  their  being  overloaded  or 
overpowered  in  any  other  way. 

The  fame  men,  who  had' juft' 
efcaped  from  the  boat  which  funk, 
got  into  the  boat  of  M.  Befnieres, 
rocked  it,  and  filled  it  as  they  had 
done  the  other,  with  water.  But, 
Inftead  of  finking  to  the  bottom, 
though  brim  full,  it  bore  being 
rowed  about  the  river,  loaded  as  it 
was  with  men,  and  water,  without 
any  danger  to  the  people  in  it. 

M.  Bernieres  carried  the  trial 
ftill  farther.  He  ordered  a  malt 
to  be  ereeded  in  this  fame  boat, 
when,  filled  with  water,  and  to  the 
top  of  the  mail  had  a  rope  failened, 
and  drawn  till  the  end  of  the  mail 
touched  the  furface  of  the  river,  fo 
that  the  boat  was  entirely  on  one 
fide,  a  Dofition  into  which  neither 
winds  nor  waves  could  bring  her  ; 
yet,  as  foot  as  the  men  who  had 
hauled  her  into  this  fituation  let- 
go  the  rope,  the  boat  and  mail  re¬ 
covered  themfelves  perfectly,  in 
lefs  than  the  quarter  of  a  fecond  j 
a  convincing'  proof,  that  the  boat 
could  neither  be  funk,  nor  over¬ 
turned,  and  that  it  afforded  the 
greateft  pofftbie  feciirity  in  every 
way.  Thefe  experiments  appeared 
to  give  the  greater  pleature  to  the 
public,  as  the  advantages  of  the 
di  fee  very  are  not  only  fo  fenftble, 
but  of  the  firft  importance  to  man¬ 
kind. 

A  boat  of  the  fame  fort  had  been 
tried,  October  1 1 ,  1771,  at  Choify, 
before  Lewis  XV.  and  his  prefent 

majefty, 
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tnhjefty,  then  Dauphin,  &c.  to 
whom  M.  Bernieres,  as  much  dif- 
tinguifhed  by  his  difintereflednefs 
and  his  virtues  as  a  citizen,  as  by 
his  inventive  genius,  referred  for 
the  fatisfaddory  refult  of  the  expe¬ 
riments. 

In  confequence  of  the  above  tri¬ 
als,  the  provoit  of  the  merchants, 
and  the  corporation  of  Paris,  at 
their  meeting  on  the  20th  of  Sep¬ 
tember,  gave  the  Sieur  de  Bernieres 
permiffion  to  eftablifh  his  boats  on 
the  river  Seine  ;  at  the  port  near 
Pont- Royal  ;  and  moreover  pro- 
mifed  him  all  the  protection  and 
encouragement  in  their  power. 
And  the  Sieur  de  Bernieres,  on 
his  fide,  propofes  to  fupply  the 
public  with  a  certain  number  of 
thefe  boats  before  the  end  of  the 
next  year. 

r  The  known  humanity  of  the 
inventor,  warrants  the  pleafmg  be¬ 
lief,  that  this  very  capital  difeo- 
very  will  neither  be  unnecefTarily 
concealed,  nor  illiberally  reftridded* 
It  is  due  to  mankind  ;  and  we  doubt 
not  but  that  its  importance  will 
be  enhanced  by  an  early,  free,  and 
extenfive  communication. 

In  England  efpecially,  where  fo 

much  bulinefs  of  every  kind  is 

tranfadded  on  the  water,  we  mull 

more  anxioufly  wifh  to  derive  from 
/  ^ 

the  ingenuity  and  benevolence  of 
theSieur  Bernieres, a  comfortable 
refource  agai  nil  the  many  diilrefs- 
ful  and  dangerous  accidents  to 
which  we  are  perpetually  expofed. 


*The  Efefts  of  rifling  Gun-barrels , 
and feathering  Arrows ,  afeertain- 
cd,  and  accounted  for ,  by  Mr. 
Emerfon. - From  that  Gen¬ 

tleman's  Mifcellanies,  or  Mif- 
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cellaneous  Treatifes*  lately  pub - 

liflied. 

YT  is  hardly  pofiible  for  a  ball  to 
X  be  fliot  out  of  a  gun,  without 
its  rubbing  againil  one  fide  or  ano¬ 
ther  of  the  barrel  ;  and  the  friction 
it  receives  by  that  means,  gives  it 
a  whirling  motion  round  an  axis, 
which  is  always  perpendicular  to 
the  axis  of  the  barrel,  or  to  the 
traCt  of  the  ball.  The  confequence 
of  this  is,  that  one  fide  of  the  bail 
meets  with  a  greater  refinance  of 
the  air  than  the  other  fide  ;  and 
the  air  adding  obliquely  againil 
that  fide  with  the  greater  refinance, 
will  force  it  to  move  towards  that 
fide  where  is  the  leaft  refiftance  ; 
and  the  quantity  of  this  deviation 
will  be  as  the  difference  of  the  re¬ 
finance  of  one  fide  above  the  other. 
And  confequently  the  ball  will  al¬ 
ways  defledd  towards  that  lide  of 
the  barrel  where  the  friddion  hap¬ 
pened  ;  for  that  fide  of  the  ball 
being  retarded  in  its  motion,  meets 
with  the  leak  refikance.  But  it  is 
impoffible  to  know  beforehand,  on 
which  fide  of  the  barrel  the  friddiori 
will  happen.  But  when  the  fliot  is 
over,  one  may  nearly  determine  on 
which  fide  it  was.  For  if  the  fliot 
be  over  the  mark,  it  is  on  the  up¬ 
per  fide  ;  if  fhort,  on  the  under 
one.  If  on  the  right  or  left,  it  is 
on  the  right  or  left  fide  refpec- 
tively*  And  befides,  this  tradd  of 
deviation  mull  be  a  curve  line. 
For  as  this  difturbing  force  is  con¬ 
tinual  ;  every  fucceeding  part  of 
the  tradd  will  deviate  (the  fame 
way)  from  the  former  part;  which 
is  the  nature  of  a  curve  line. 

I  have  been  long  acquainted 
with  this  irregular  folxe  and  its 
effedds,  which  I  found  by  expe- 
K  3  ,  rienac 
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rience  when  I  ufed  to  pra6lice 
fhooting  ;  and  it  prefently  occurred 
to  me,  that  the  greater  refiftance 
on  one  fide  of  the  ball,  was  the 
true  caufe  of  its  going  out  of  the 
line  of  diredliony  And  to  fatisfy 
myfelf  about  it,  I  fufpended  a 
wooden  ball  loaded  with  lead,  in 
a  firing,  and  tied  it  to  a  tree  that 
hung  over  a  river,  that  it  might 
play  freely  in  the  ftream  ;  and  not¬ 
ing  the  place  where  it  refted,  I 
then  twilled  the  firing,  by  turning 
the  globe  often  about,  and  putting 
it  into  its  former  place,  it  relied 
but  a  little  while  ;  for  as  the  firing 
began  to  untwill  it  moved  gradu¬ 
ally  towards  the  fide  which  con- 
fpired  with  the  motion  of  the  water. 
And  beinp’  at  its  furthell  extent.,  it 

o  4  ' 

relied  till  the  motion  began  to  di- 
minifh,  and  then  it  came  gradually 
back  to  its  firft  place,  and  relied 
there  till  the  motion  of  the  globe 
twilled  the  firing  the  contrary  way; 
and  then  it  moved  to  the  other 
fide.  And  thus  it  made  feveral  vi¬ 
brations  to  and  fro,  till  the  motion 
was  fpent,  and  then  it  refted  in 
the  firlt  place.  This  I  feveral  times 
repeated. 

I  alfo  tried  the  fame  in  a  fcrong 
wind,  with  the  like  fuccefs  ;  for 
the  ball  always  deviated  from  the 
plane  of  the  wind’s  motion  towards 
that  hand  where  it  was  lealt  refilled. 

Now  to  remedy  this  dehedtion, 
one  way  is,  to  life  bullets  that  are 
not  round,  but  oblong,  fomething 
like  a  Hug.  But  then  they  ought 
to  be  turned  in  a  lath  or  throw  ; 
that  the  fore  end  may  be  regular, 
^nd  all  fides  v  alike  ;  that  the  air 
may  adf  equally  on  all  fides.  Such 
a  body  as  this,  Ihot  out  of  a  gun, 
cannot  by  fridlion  be  made  to  re- 
valve  about  an  axis,  and  therefore 
that  irregular  force  and  its  effect 
will  be  prevented. 
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Another  way  to  prevent  this  de  *■ 
fledlion  is  to  make  the  guns  rifle 
bored  ;  thefe  rifled  barrels  are  made 
with  feveral  threads  of  a  fcrew 
running  fpiral  ways  on  the  infide 
of  the  barrel  ;  between  thefe  threads 
are  channels  cut  in  the  bore,  all 
which  mull  be  exactly  parallel  to 
one  another,  and  make  about  one 
revolution  in  the  length  of  the 
barrel,  going  uniformly  about* 
The  number  of  thefe  threads  are 
different,  according  to  the  widenefs 
of  the  barrel. 

There  are  different  methods  of 
charging  thefe  pieces  :  one  is  this. 
After  the  powder  is  put  in,  they 
take  a  bullet  fomething  bigger 
than  the  bore  of  the  gun,  and 
greafe  it  well,  and  putting  it  into 
the  mouth  of  the  piece,  they  ram 
it  down  with  an  iron  rammer,  hol¬ 
low  at  the  end  ;  in  ramming  down 
the  bullet,  the  fpiral  threads  enter 
and  cut  into  the  bullet,  and  caufe 
it  to  turn  round  in  going  down* 
and  being  Ihot  out,  it  follows  the 
fame  direction  of  the  rifles  ;  which 
caufes  it  to  turn  round  an  axis  pa¬ 
rallel  to  the  gun’s  bore. 

Another  way  i$  to  charge  them 
at  the  breech,  where  there  is  a 
hole  to  put  in  the  powder  and  ball, 
and  then  a  fcrew  fcrews  in  to  fill 
up  the  hole.  But  forne  barrels 
fci;ew  off  at  the  breech,  to  be 
cKarued,  Thefe  gams  are  made 

O  O 

ftronger  at  the  breech  than  com¬ 
mon  ;  and  it  is  plain  they  can  only 
be  ufed  for  lead  bullets,  for  iron 
will  receive  no  impreffion. 

A  nd  thus  a  bullet  ihot  out  of  a 
rifled  barrel,  befides  its  diredl  mo¬ 
tion,  gains  a  motion  round  the 
axis  of  the  gun,  by  which  the  re¬ 
fiftance  on  the  forefide  of  the  bul¬ 
let  will  be  the  fame  on  all  fides  ; 
for  if  it  fhould  be  greater  on  one 

part 
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part  than  another ;  that  part,  by 
the  circular  motion  is  prefently 
transferred  to  the  oppofite  fide, 
and  then  it  a&s  the  contrary  way  ; 
and  fuch  irregularities  rectify  one 
another ;  fo  that  the  ball  will  al¬ 
ways  go  right  forwards. 

This  may  be  explained  by  the 
motion  of  an  arrow  ;  for  if  an  ar¬ 
row  that  is  not  feathered,  be  fliot 
from  a  bow,  its  -  ^notion  will  be 
very  irregular  ;  for  if  it  be  the 
Jeaft  crooked  imaginable,  it  will 
move  towards  that  hand  where  the 
concave  fide  lies.  But  when  it  is 
feathered  truly,  to  give  it  a  circu¬ 
lar  motion  and  make  it  fpin,  the 
concave  part  is  turned  every  way, 
fo  that  it  will  always  fly  ftrait  for¬ 
ward.  See  Exam.  36th  Fig.  220, 
of  my  Mechanics,  4to. 

But  in  your  common  guns  that 
are  not  rifled,  I  know  no  way  to 
prevent  that  deflection,  but  to  po- 
lifh  the  infide  of  the  barrel,  and 
oil  the  bullet  when  it  is  charged  ; 

O 

for  by  this  means  the  fri&on  within 
the  barrel  will  be  made  as  fmall  as 
polfible  ;  except  you  chufe  to  flioct 
with  an  oblong  bullet  as  before- 
mentioned. 


An  eafy  and  effectual  Remedy  for  the 
Head-ach,  and  alleviative  for  the 
Afthma.  From  Dr.  Percival’j 
Philofophical,  Medical,  and  Ex¬ 
perimental  E flays,  lately  pub - 
lifhed. 

N  the  19th  of  October  1774, 
a  phyfician,  the  DoCtor  tells 
us,  was  affeCted  with  a  fevere  head- 
ach  in  consequence  of  having  been 
dilturbed  in  the  night.  At  two 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  he  took 
eighteen  drops  of  laudanum,  and 
immediatelv  afterwards,  three  difli¬ 
es  of  very  ftrong  coffee.  He  lay 


E  C  T  S.  133 

down  upon  the  bed,  and  endeavour¬ 
ed  to  compofe  himfelf  to  fleep. 
His  pain  abated  in  half  an  hour  ; 
and  in  an  hour  was  entirely  re¬ 
moved*:  but  he  felt  not  the  leaff 
difpofition  to  fleep,  although  he  is 
often  drowfy  after  dinner,  and 
fometimes  indulges  himfelf  in 

p 

lleeping  at  that  time. 

November  iff,  he  repeated,  on 
a  fimilar  occafion,  the  life  of  lau¬ 
danum  and  coffee  in  the  like  quan¬ 
tity  as  before.  The  effe&s  wrere 
precifely  the  fame  ;  eafe  from  pain, 
but  no  difpofition  to  fleep. 

Nov.  1 6th,  he  took  eighteen 
drops  of  laudanum  when  under  the 
head-ach,  but  without  coffee.  The 
opiate  compofed  him  to  fleep  in  an 
hour  ;  but  did  not  entirely  remove 
the  pain  in  his  head.  Thefe  faCls 
confirm  a  remark  which  Dr.  Per- 
cival  made  in  a  former  volume, 
that  coffee  is  taken  in  large  quan¬ 
tities,  with  peculiar  propriety,  by 
the  Turks  and  Arabians,  becaufe 
it  counteracts  the  narcotic  effeCts  of 
opium,  to  the  ufe  of  ■which  tkefe 

nations  are  much  addicted. 

» 

The  DoCtor  then  informs  us, 
that  having  learned,  by  a  letter 
from  Sir  John  Pringle,  that  an 
ounce  of  the  belt  Mocco  coffee, 
newly  burnt,  made  immediately 
after  grinding  it,  and  taken  in  one 
difti  without  milk  or  fugar,  is  the 
beft  abater  of  the  paroxysms  of  the 
periodic  afthma  ;  and  that  Sir  John 
Floyer,  during  the  latter  part  of 
his  life,  after  the  publicatihn  of 
his  book  on  the  afthma,  had  con¬ 
trived  to  preferve  himfelf  from,  or 
at  leaft  live  eafy  under  that  diforder 
by  the  ufe  of  ftrong  coffee  ;  he  had 
frequently  direCfed  coffee  in  the 
afthma  with  great  fuccefs.  The  difli 
may  be  repeated  after  the  interval 
of  a  quarter  or  half  an  hour. 
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General  State  of  the  Roman  Empire , 
in  the  Height  of  its  Profperity , 
nvith  regard  to  the  Number  and 
greatnefs  of  its  Cities ,  and  the 
eafy  Communication  between  them 
by  Sea  and  Land ,  From  The 
Xliflory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall 
of  the  Roman  Empire,  by  Ed¬ 
ward  Gibbon,  Efq. 

WE  have  computed  the  inha¬ 
bitants,  and  contemplated 
the  public  works,  of  the  Roman 
empire.  The  obfervation  of  the 
number  and  greatnefs  of  its  cities 
will  ferve  to  confirm  the  former, 
and  to  multiply  the  latter.  It  may 
nbt  be  unpleailng  to  collect  a  few 
icatteyed  ihftane.es  relative  to  that 
fubjefl,  without  forgetting,  how¬ 
ever,  that  from  the  vanity  of  na¬ 
tions  and  the  poverty  of  language, 
the  vague  appellation  of  city  has 
been  indifferently  bellowed  on 
Rome  and  upon  Lauren  turn.  An¬ 
cient  Italy  is  faid  to  have  contain¬ 
ed  eleven  hundred  and  ninety-feven 
cities  ;  and  for  vvhatfoever  xry  of 
antiquity  the  expreffion  might  be 
intended,  there  is  not  any  reafon 
to  believe  the  country  lefs  populous 
in  the  age  of  the  Antonihes,  than 
in  that  of  Romulus, 
hates  of  Lafcium 
within 
pire, 


they  had  been  attracted.  Thofe- 
parts  of  Italy  which  have  fo  long 
ianguilhed  under  the  lazy  tyranny 
of  priefts  and  viceroys,  had  been 
airlifted  only  by  the  more  tolerable 
calamities  of  war  ;  and  the  firfl 
fymptoms  of  decay,  which  they 
experienced,  were  amply  compen- 
fated  by  the  rapid  improvements  of 
the  Cifalpine  Gaul.  The  iplen- 
dor  of  Verona  may  be  traced  in 
its  remains  :  yet  Verona  was  lefs 
celebrated  than  Aquileia  or  Padua, 
Milan  or  Ravenna.  XL  -The  fpi- 
rit .’of  improvement  had  palled  the 
Alps,  and  been  felt  even  in  the 
woods  of  Britain,  York  was  the 
feat  of  Government,  and  London 
was  already  enriched  by  commerce. 
Gaul  could  boalt  of  her  twelve 
hundred  cities ;  and  though,  in  the 
northern  parts,  many  of  them, 
without  excepting  Paris  itfelf,  were 
little  more  than  the  rude  and  imper¬ 
fect  town Ihips  of  a  riling  peo¬ 
ple  ;  the  fouthern  provinces  imi¬ 
tated  the  wealth  and  elegance  of 
Italy.  Many  were  the  cities  of 
Gaul,  Marseilles,  Arles,  Miimes, 
Narbonne,  Thouloufe,  Bourdeaux, 
Autun,  Vienna,  Lyons,  Langres, 
and  Treves,  whofe  ancient  condi-* 
lion  might  fuftain  an  equal,  and 
perhaps  advantageous  comparifon 
with  their  prefent  Hate.  "With,  re¬ 


The  petty 
were  contained 
the  metropolis  of  the  em- 
by  whofe  fuperior  influence 


gard  to  Spain,  that  country  nou- 

rifhed 
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riflied  as  a  province,  and  has  de¬ 
clined  as  a  kingdom.  Exhaufted 
by  the  abufe  of  her  ftrength,  by 
America,  and  by  fuperitition,  her 
pride  might  pofiibly  be  confound¬ 
ed,  if  we  reouired  fuch  a  lift  of 
tli  ree  hundred  and  fixty  cities,  as 
Pliny  has  exhibited  under  the  reign 
ofVefpafian.  III.  Three  hundred 
At  rican  cities  had  once  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  authority  of  Carthage, 
nor  is  it  likely  that  their  numbers 
diminifhed  under  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  emperors  :  Carthage  it- 
feif  rofe  with  new  fplendor  from 
its  allies  ;  and  that  capital,  as  well 
as  Capua  and  Corinth,  toon  reco¬ 
vered  all  the  advantages  which  can 
be  feparated  from  independent  fo- 
vereignty.  IV.  The  provinces  of 
the  eafl  prefent  the  contrail:  of  Ro¬ 
man  magnificence  with  Turkilh 
barharifm.  The  ruins  of  antiquity 
fcattered  over  uncultivated  fields, 
and  aferibed,  by  ignorance,  to  the 
power  of  magic,  fcarcely  afford  a 
lhelter  to  the  opprefied  peafant  or 
wandering  Arab  Under  the  reign 
of  the  Ctefars,  the  proper  Afia 
alone  contained  five  hundred  po¬ 
pulous  cities,  enriched  with  all  the 
gifts  of  nature,  and  adorned  with 
all  the  refinements  of  art.  Eleven 
cities  of  Afia,  had  once  difputed 
the  honour  of  dedicating  a  temple 
to  Tiberius,  and  their  refpective 
merits  were  examined  by  the  fo¬ 
liate.  Four  of  them  were  imme¬ 
diately  rejected  as  unequal  to  the 
burden  ;  and  among  thefe  was 
Laodicea,  whofe  fplendor  is  Hill 


difplayed  in  its  ruins.  Laodicea 
collected  a  very  confiderable  re¬ 
venue  from  its  flocks  of  fheep,  ce¬ 
lebrated  for  the  finenefs  of  their 
wool,  and  had  received,  a  little 
before  the  conteft,  a  legacy  of 
above  fourhundredthoufand  pounds 
by  the  tell  ament  of  a  generous  ci¬ 
tizen.  If  fuch  was  the  poverty  of 
Laodicea,  what  mult  have  been  the 
wealth  of  thofe  cities,  whofe  claim 
appeared  preferable,  and  particu¬ 
larly  of  Pergamus,  of  Smyrna,  and 
of  Ephefus,  who  fo  long  difputed 
with  each  other  the  titular  primacy 
of  Afia.  The  capitals  of  Syria 
and  Egypt  held  a  Rill  fuperior 
rank  in  the  empire  :  Antioch  and 
Alexandria  looked  down  with  dif- 
dain  on  a  crowd  of  dependant  ci¬ 
ties,  and  yielded,  with  reludlance, 
to  the  maj-efly  of  Rome  itfelf. 

All  thefe  cities  were  connected 
with  each  other,  and  with  the  ca¬ 
pital  by  the  public  highways, 
which  iffuing  from  the  Forum  &l 
Rome,  traverfed  Italy,  pervaded 
the  provinces,  and  were  terminated 
only  bv  the  frontiers  of  the  empire. 

If  we  carefully  trace  the  diftance  ✓- 
from  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to 
Rome,  and  from  thence  to  Jerufa- 
lem,  it  will  be  found  that  the  great 
chain  of  communication,  from  the 
north-welt  to  the  fouth-eafi:  point 
of  the  empire,  was 1  drawn  out  to 
the  length  of  four  thoufand  and 
eighty  Roman  miles  *.  The  pub¬ 
lic  roads  were  accurately  divided 
by  mile-flones,  and  ran  in  a  di refit 
line  from  one  city  to  another,  with 


*  The  following  Itinerary  may  fe  vn  to  convey  Tome  idea  of  the  direction  of  the  read 
a-nd  of  the  diftan.e  between  the  principal  towns.  I.  Fiom  the  wall  of  Antoninus  to 
York  Roman  miles.  II.  London  22.7.  IH.  Rhutupias  or  Sandwich  67.  IV.  The 
navigation  to  Boulogne  45.  V.  Riieims  174.  VI.  Lyons  730.  VII.  Milan  314. 
VIII.  Rome  416.  IX.  Brundufiam  360.  X.  The  navigation  to  Dyrrachium  40. 
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tfrv  Kttle  refpe£l  for  the  ebffacles 
cither  of  nature  or  private  property. 
Mountains  were  perforated,  and 
bold  arches  thrown  over  the  broadeft 
and  molt  rapid  ftreams.  The  mid¬ 
dle  part  of  the  road  was  railed  into 
a  terrace  which  commanded  the 
adjacent  country,  confided  of  feve- 
ral  ftrata  offand,  gravel,  and  cem¬ 
ent,  and  was  paved  with  large  Hones, 
or  in  fome  places, s  near  the  capital, 
with  granite.  Such  was  the  folid 
eonitrudtion  of  the  Roman  High¬ 
ways,  whofe  firmnefs  has  not  en¬ 
tirely  yielded  to  the  effort  of  fif¬ 
teen  centuries.  They  united  the 
fnbjedfs  of  the  moll  diftant  pro¬ 
vinces  by  an  eafy  and  familiar  in- 
tercourfe  ;  but  their  primary  objedt 
had  been  to  facilitate  the  marches 
of  the  legions  ;  nor  was  any  coun¬ 
try  cOnfidered  as  completely  fub- 
dued,  till  it  had  been  rendered,  in 
all  its  parts,  pervious  to  the  arms 
and  authority  o£  the  conqueror. 
The  advantage  of  receiving  the 
earlieff  intelligence,  and  of  con¬ 
veying  their  orders  with  celerity, 
induced  the  emperors  to  eflablifh 
throughout  their  extenfive  domi¬ 
nions,  the  regular  inftitution  of 
polls.  Houfes  were  every  where 
eredled  at  the  diffance  only  of  live 
or  fix  miles ;  each  of  them  was 


conftantly  provided  with  forty 
horfes,  and  by  the  help  of  thefe 
relays,  it  was  eafy  to  travel  an 
hundred  miles  in  a  day  along  the 
Roman  roads  *.  The  ufe  of  the 
polls  was  allowed  to  thofe  who 
claimed  it  by  an  imperial  mandate  ; 
but  though  originally  intended  for 
the  public  fervice,  it  was  fometimes 
indulged  to  the  bufmefs  or  conve- 
niency  of  private  citizens  f .  Nor 
was  the  communication  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire  lefs  free  and  open  by 
fea  than  it  was  by  land.  The 
provinces  furrounded  and  enclofed 
the  Mediterranean  ;  and  Italy  in 
the  fhape  of  an  immenfe  promon¬ 
tory,  advanced  into  the  midft  of 
that  great  lake.  The  coaffs  of 
Italy  are,  in  general,  dellitute  of 
fafe  harbours  ;  but  human  induftry 
hud  corre&ed  the  deficiencies  of 
nature  ;  and  the  artificial  port  of 
Gftia,  in  particular,  frtuate  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tyber,  and  formed 
by  the  emperor  Claudius,  was  a 
uieful  monument  of  Roman  great- 
nefs.  From  this  port,  which  was 
only  fixteen  miles  from  the  capital, 
a  favourable  breeze  frequently  car¬ 
ried  veffels  in  feven  days  to  the 
columns  of  Hercules,  and  in  nine 
or  ten  to  Alexandria  in  Egypt. 

I 


XI.  Byzantium  71 1.  XII.  Ancyra  2,83  XIII.  Tarfus  301.  XIV.  Antioch 
141.  XV.  Tyre  252.  XVI.  Jerufalem  168.  In  all  4080  Roman,  or  3740  Englifh 
miles.  See  the  Itineraries  pubiilhed  by  Weffeling,  his  annotations  :  Gale  and  Stukely 
for  Britain,  and  M.  Danville  for  Gaul  and  Italy. 

*  In  the  time  of  Theodo/ius,  Csefarius  a  magiftrate  of  high  rank  went  poll  from  An¬ 
tioch  to  Conltantinople.  He  began  his  journey  at  night,  was  in  Cappadocia  (165 
miles  from  Antioch)  ,he  eniuing  evening,  and  arrived  at  Conftantinople  the  fixth  day 
about  noon.  The  whole  diftance  was  723  Roman,  or  665  Englifh  miles.  See  Libanius 
Ocat.  xxii.  and  the  Itineraria,  p.  572 — 581. 

"f*  Pliny,  though  a  favourite  and  a  minifter,  made  an  apology  for  granting  poft  hor- 
its  to  his  wife  on  the  mofc  urgent  bulmefs.  Epift.  x.  nj,  122. 
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A  general  Review  of  the  Rife ,  Pro - 
grkfsy  and  Amount  of  the  Roman 
Revenues . — From  The  Hiftory  of 
the  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Empire,  by  Edward  Gib¬ 
bon,  Ffq; 

H  E  fiege  of  Veii  in  Tuf- 
cany,  the  firft  considerable 
enterprife  of  the  Romans,  was  pro¬ 
tracted  to  the  tenth  year,  much 
lefs  by  the  Strength  of  the  place 
than  by  the  unSkilful  nefs  of  the 
befiegers.  The  unaccuftomed  hard¬ 
ships  of  fo  many  winter  campaigns, 
at  the  diftance  of  near  twenty 
miles  from  home,  required  more 
than  common  encouragements;  and 
the  fenate  wifely  prevented  the 
clamours  of  the  people  by  the  in¬ 
stitution  of  a  regular  pay  for  the 
foldiers,  which  was  levied  by  a 
general  tribute,  affeSfed  according 
to  an  equitable  proportion  on  the 
property  of  the  citizens  * .  During 
more  than  two  hundred  years  after 
the  conqueft  of  Veii,  the  victories 
of  the  republic  added  lefs  to  the 
wealth  than  to  the  power  of  Rome. 
The  States  of  Italy  paid  their  tri¬ 
bute  in  military  fervice  only,  and 
the  vaft  force  both  by  fea  and 
land,  which  was  exerted  in  the 
Punic  wars,  was  maintained  at  the 
expence  of  the  Romans  themfelves. 
That  high-fpirited  people  (fitch  is 
often  the  generous  enthufiafm  of 
freedom)  cheerfully  fubmitted  to 
the  moil  exceSSIve  but  voluntary 
burdens,  in  the  juSt  confidence  that 
they  Should  fpeedily  enjoy  the  rich 
Jiarveft  of  their  labours.  Their  ex¬ 
pectations  were  not  difappointed. 
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In  the  courfe  of  a  few  years,  the 
riches  of  Syracufe,  of  Carthage, 
of  Macedonia,  and  of  Aha,  were 
brought  in  triumph  to  Rome.  The 
treafures  of  Perfeus  alone  amounted 
to  near  two  millions  Sterling,  and 
the  Roman  people,  the  fovereign 
of  fo  many  nations,  was  for  ever 
delivered  from  the  weight  of  taxes. 
The  increasing  revenue  of  the  pro¬ 
vinces  was  found  fufficient  to  defray 
the  ordinary  establishment  of  war 
and  government,  and  the  Riper- 
fluous  mafs  of  gold  and  filver  was 
depofited  in  the  temple  of  Saturn, 
and  referved  for  any  unforefeen 
emergency  of  the  State  f. 

HiStory  has  never  perhaps  buf¬ 
fered  a  greater  or  more  irreparable 
injury,  than  in  the  lofs  of  that  cu¬ 
rious  register  bequeathed  by  Au¬ 
gustus  to  the  fenate,  in  which  that 
experienced  prince  fo  accurately 
balanced  the  revenues  and  expences 
of  the  Roman  empire.  Deprived 
of  this  clear  and  comprehensive 
eftimate,  we  are  reduced  to  colled 
a  few  imperfeCt  hints  from  fuch  of 
the  antients  as  have  Accidentally 
turned  afide  from  the  fplendid  to 
the  more  ufeful  parts  of  hiftory. 
We  are  informed,  that,  by  the  con¬ 
quests  of  Pompey,  the  tributes  of 
Afia  were  raifed  from  fifty  to  one 
hundred  and  thirty-five  millions  of 
drachms  ;  or  about  four  millions 
and  a  half  Sterling.  Under  the 
laft  and  molt  indolent  of  the  Pto¬ 
lemies,  the  revenue  of  Egypt  is 
faid  to  have  amounted  to  twelve 
thoufand  five  hundred  talents  ;  a 
fum  equivalent  to  more  than  two 
millions  and  a  half  of  our  money, 


*  See  the  4th  and  5th  books  of  Livy.  In  the  Roman  Cenfus,  property,  power  and 
taxation,  were  comment  m  ate  with  each  other. 

■f  See  a  fine  defeription  of  this  accumulated  wealth  of  ages,  in  Lucan’s  Pharfalia, 
L  iii.  v.  155. 
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imt  which  was  afterwards  confider- 
ably  improved  by  the  more  exaCi 
ceconomy  of  the  Romans,  and  the 
xncreafe  of  the  trade  of  ./Ethiopia 
and  India.  Gaul  was  enriched  by 
rapine,  as  Egypt  was  by  commerce, 
and  the  tributes  of  thofe  two  great 
provinces  have  been  compared  as 
nearly  equal  to  each  other  in  value. 
The  ten  thoufand  Euhoic  or  Phoe¬ 
nician  talents,  about  four  millions 
Herling,  which  vanquished  Car¬ 
thage  was  condemned  to  pay  within 
the  term  of  fifty  years,  were  a 
flight  acknowledgment  of  the  fu- 
periority  of  Rome,  and  cannot 
bear  the  lead  proportion  with  the 
taxes  after  wards  railed  both  on  the 
lands  and  on  the  perform  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  when  the  fertile  coail 
of  Africa  was  reduced  into  a  pro¬ 
vince. 

Spain,  by  a  very  lingular  fa¬ 
tality,  was  the  Peru  and  Mexico  of 
the  old  world.  The  difcovery  of 
the  rich  weftern  continent  by  the 
Phoenicians,  and  the  oppreilion  of 
the. Ample  natives,  who  were  com¬ 
pelled  to  labour  in  their  own' mines 
for  the  benefit  of  ftrangers,  form 
an  exadt  type  of  the  more  recent 
hiftory  of  Spanifh  America.  The 
Phoenicians  were  acquainted  only 
with  the  fea-coaft  of  Spain  ;  ava¬ 
rice,  as  well  as  ambition,  carried 
the  arms  of  Rome  and  Carthage 
into  the  heart  of  the  country,  and 
almoft  every  part  of  the  foil  was 
found  pregnant  with  copper,  filver, 
and  gold.  Mention  is  made  of  a 
mine  near  Carthagena  which  yield¬ 
ed  every  day  twenty-five  thoufand 
drachms  of  fdver,  or  about  three 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  a  year. 
Twenty  thoufand  pound  weight  of 
gold  was'  annually  received  from 
the  provinces  of  Afturia*  Galli.cia, 
and  Lufitania. 


We  want  both  leifure  and  mate* 
rials  to  purfue  this  curious  inquiry 
through  the  many  potent  Hates 
that  were  annihilated  in  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire.  Some  notion,  how¬ 
ever,  may  be  formed  of  the  reve¬ 
nue  of  the  provinces  where  con- 
liderable  wealth  had  been  depofited 
by  nature  or  collected  by  man,  if 
was  obferve  the  fevere  attention  that 
we  directed  to  the  abodes  of  Poll  - 
tudc  and  fterility.  Auguftus  once 
received  a  petition  from  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Gyarus,  humbly  pray¬ 
ing  that  they  might  be  relieved 
from  one  third  op  their  exceffive 
impolitions.  Their  whole  tax 
amounted  indeed  to  no  more  than 
one  hundred  and  fifty  drachms,  or 
about  five  pounds  :  but  Gyarus 
was  a  little  ifiand,  or  rather  a 
rock,  of  the  EEgean  fea,  deftitute 
of  frefh  water  and  every  neceflary 
of  life,  and  inhabited  only  by  a 
few  wretched  bfhermen. 

From  the  faint  glimmerings ^o£ 
fucli  doubtful  and  fcattered  lights, 
we  ftiould  be  inclined  to  believe, 

I  ft,  That  (with  every  fair  allow¬ 
ance  for  the  difference  of  times 
and  circumftances)  the  general  in¬ 
come  of  the  Roman  provinces 
could  feldom  amount  to  lefs  than 
fifteen  or  twenty  millions  of  our 
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money  ;  and,  2aly,  That  fo  ample 
a  revenue  mu  ft  haye  been  fully  ade¬ 
quate  to  all  the  expences  of  the 
moderate  government  inftituted  by 
Auguftus,  wbofe  court  was  the 

o  J 

model!  family  of  a  private  fenator, 
and  whofe  military  eftabiiihment 
was  calculated  for  the  defence  of 
the  ‘frontiers,  without  any  afpiring 
views  of  conqueft,  or  any  ferious 
apprehenfton  of  a  foreign  invaiiqn. 

Notwithftanding  the  feeming 
probability  of  both  thefe  conclu- 
ftons,  the  latter  of  them  at  leaft  is 

poll  lively 
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pofitively  difownedby  the  language 
and  conduct  of  Auguftus.  It  is 
not  eafy  to  determine  whether,  on 
this  occaiion,  he  aCted  as  the  com¬ 
mon  father  of  the  Roman  world, 
or  as  the  oppreffor  of  liberty  ; 
whether  he  wiftied  to  relieve  the 
provinces,  or  to  impoverish  the 
fenate  and  the  equeftrian  order. 
But  no  fooner  h-d  he  aiTumed  the 
reins  of  government,  than  he  fre¬ 
quently  intimated  the  infufficiency 
of  the  tributes,  and  the  neceffity  of 
throwing  an  equitable  proportion 
of  the  public  burden  upon  Rome 
and  Italy.  In  the  profecution  of 
this  unpopular  defign,  he  advanced, 
however,  by  cautious  and  well- 
weighed  fieps.  The  introduction  of 
cuftoms  was  followed  by  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  an  excife,  and  the 
fcheme  t>f  taxation  was  completed 
by  an  artful  affeffment  on  the  real 
and  perfonal  property  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  citizens,  who  had  been  ex¬ 
empted  from  any  kind  of  contri¬ 
bution  above  a  century  and  a  half. 

I.  In  a  great  empire  like  that  of 
Rome,  a  natural  balance  of  money 
mult  have  gradually  eftablilhed  it- 
felf.  It  has  been  already  obferved, 
that  as  the  wealth  of  the  provinces 
was  attracted  to  the  capital  by  the 
ftrong  hand  ofconqueft  and  power ; 
fo  a  confiderable  part  of  it  was  re- 
lftored  to  the  induftrious  provinces 
by  the  gentle  influence  of  com¬ 
merce  and  arts.  In  the  reign  ot 
Auguftus  and  his  fucceffors,  duties 
were  impofed  on  every  kind  ox 
merchandife,  which  through  a 
thousand  channels  flowed  to  the 

*  See  Pliny  (Hift.  Natur.  1.  vi.  c.  23. 
the  Indian  commodities  were  fold  at  Rome 
may  give  us  feme  notion  of  the  produce 
amounted  to  moie  than  eight  hundred  th 

f  The  ancients  were  unacquainted  with 


great  centre  of  opulence  ard  lux¬ 
ury  ;  and  in  whatfoever  manner 
the  law  was  expreffed,  it  was  the 
Roman  purchafer,  and  not  the  pro¬ 
vincial  merchant,  who  paid  the 
tax.  The  rate  of  the  cuftoms  va¬ 
ried  from  the  eighth  to  the  fortieth 
part  of  the  value  of  the  commo¬ 
dity  ;  and  we  hate  a  right  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  variation  was  di¬ 
rected  by  the  unalterable  maxims 
of  policy  :  that  a  higher  duty  was 
fixed  on  the  articles  of  luxury  than 
on  thofe  of  neceffity,  and  that  the 
productions  raffed  or  manufactured 
by  the  labour  of  the  fubjeCts  of  the 
empire,  were  treated  with  more 
indulgence  than  was  fhewn  to  the 
pernicious,  or  at  leaf!  the  unpopu¬ 
lar,  commerce  of  Arabia  and  In¬ 
dia  ■*.  There  is  Hill  extant  a  long 
but  imperfeCt  catalogue  of  eaftern 
commodities,  which  about  the  time 
of  Alexander  Severus  were  fubjeCt 
to  the  payment  of  duties  ;  cinna¬ 
mon,  myrrh,  pepper,  ginger  and 
the  whole  tribe  of  aromatics,  a 
great  variety  of  precious  Hones, 
among  which  the  diamond  was  the 
moie  remarkable  for  its  price,  and 
the  emerald  for  its  beauty  f  :  Par¬ 
thian  and  Babylonian  leather,  cot¬ 
tons,  filks,  both  raw  and  manu¬ 
factured,  ebony,  ivory,  and  eu¬ 
nuchs.  We  may  obferve,  that  the 
ufe  and  value  of  thofe  effeminate 
Oaves  gradually  rofe  with  the  de¬ 
cline  of  the  empire. 

II.  The  excife,  introduced  by 
Auguftus  after  the  civil  wars,  wast 
extremely  moderate,  but  it  was  ge¬ 
neral.  It  feldom  exceeded  one  per 

1.  xii.  c.  1 8-)  His  obfervations,  that 
at  a  hundred  times  their  original  pi  ice, 
the  cuftoms,  lince  that  original  price 
aufand  pounds, 
the  art  of  cutting  diamonds. 
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&snt'.  f  but  it  comprehended  what¬ 
ever  was  fold  in  the  markets  or  by 
public  auction,  from  the  moft  con¬ 
siderable  purchafes  of  lands  and 
boufes,  to  thofe  minute  objects 
which  can  only  derive  a  value  from 

J 

their  infinite  multitude  and  daily 
confumption.  Such  a  tax,  as  it 
affedb  the  body  of  the  people,  has 
ever  been  the  occafion  of  clamour 
and  difcontent.  An  emperor  well 
acquainted  with  the  wants  and  re- 
fburces  of  the  date,  was  obliged 
to  declare  by  a  public  edkft,  that 
the  fupport  of  the  army  depended 
in  a  great  meafure  on  the  produce 

of  the  excife. 

■ 

III.  When  Auguftus  refolved  to 
eftablifh  a  permanent  military  force 
for  the  defence  of  his  government 
againft  foreign  and  domeftic  ene¬ 
mies,  he  inftituted  a  peculiar  trea¬ 
sury  for  the  pay  of  the  foldiers,  the 
rewards  of  the  veterans,  and  the 
extraordinary  expences  of  war. 
The  ample  revenue  of  the  cxcife, 
though  peculiarly  appropriated  to 
thofe  ufes,  was  found  inadequate. 
To  fupply  the  deficiency,  the  em¬ 
peror  fuggefted  a  new  tax  of  five 
per  cent .  on  all  legacies  and  inhe¬ 
ritances.  But  the  nobles  of  Rome 
were  more  tenacious  of  property 
than  of  freedom.  Their  indignant 
murmurs  were  received  by  Auguftus 
with  his  ufual  temper.  He  can¬ 
didly  referred  the  whole  bufinefs  to 
</ 

the  fenate,  and  exhorted  them  to 
provide  for  \the  public  fcrvice  by 
fome  other  expedient  of  a  lefs  odi¬ 
ous  nature.  They  were  divided 
end  perplexed.  He  infinuated  to 
them,  that  their  obftinacy  would 
oblige  him  to  propofe  a  general 


land-tax  and  capitation.  They  ae~ 
quiefeed  in  filence.  The  new  im- 
poiition  on  legacies  and  inherit¬ 
ances  was  however  mitigated  by 
fome  reftridfions.  It  did  not  take 
place  unlefs  the  objeH  was  of  a 
certain  value,  moft  probably  of  fifty 
or  an  hundred  pieces  of  gold  ;  nor 
could  it  be  exadfed  from  the  neareft 
oi  kin  on  the  father’s  fide  *.  When 
the  rights  of  nature  and  poverty 
were  thus  fecured,  it  feemed  rea  - 
fonable,  that  a  ftranger,  or  a  di- 
ftant  relation,  who  acquired  an 
unexpected  acceffion  of  fortune, 
fhould  chearfully  refign  a  twentieth 
part  of  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
ftate. 

Such  a  tax,  plentiful  as  it  mull 
prove  in  every  wealthy  community, 
was  moft  happily  fuited  to  the  fitu- 
ation  of  the  Romans,  who  could 
frame  their  arbitrary  wills,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  didbates  of  reafon  or 
caprice,  without  any  reirraint  from 
the  modern  fetters  of  entails  and 
fettlements.  From  various  caufes 
the  partiality  of  paternal  affedtion 
often  loft  its  influence  over  the 
ftern  patriots  of  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  diflblute  nobles  of  the  em¬ 
pire  ;  and  if  the  father  bequeathed 
to  his  fon  the  fourth  part  of  his 
eftate,  he  removed  all  ground  of 
legal  complaint.  But  a  rich  child¬ 
less  old  man  was  a  domeftic  tyrant, 
and  his  power  mcreafed  with  his 
years  and  infirmities.  A.  fervile 
crowd,  in  which  he  frequently 
reckoned  praetors  and  confuls, 
courted  his  fmiles,  pampered  his 
avarice,  applauded  his  follies, ferved 
his  paffions,  and  waited  with  im¬ 
patience  for  his  death.  The  arts 


*  As  the  Roman  law  fubfifted  for  many  ages,  the  Cognat  it,  or  relations  on  the  mo¬ 
ther1®  fide,,  were  not  called  to  the  fuectffion.  This  harfh  mftitution  was  gradually 
undermined  by  humanity,  and  finally  abolished  by  Juftinian, 
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■ot  attendance  and  flattery  were 
formed  into  a  moft  lucrative 
fcience,  thofe  who  profefled  it  ac¬ 
quired  a  peculiar  appellation  ;  and 
the  whole  city,  according  to  the 
lively  deferiptions  of  fatire,  was 
divided  between  two  parties,  the 
hunters  and  their  game.  Yet, 
while  fo  many  unjull  and  extrava¬ 
gant  wills  were  every  day  dictated 
by  cunning,  and  fubferibed  by  fol¬ 
ly,  a  few  were  the  refult  of  ra¬ 
tional  edeem  and  virtuous  grati¬ 
tude.  Cicero,  who  had  fo  often 
defended  the  lives  and  fortunes  of 
hi3  fellow-citizens,  was  rewarded 
with  legacies  to  the  amount  of  an 
hundred  and  feventy  thoufand 
pounds  ;  nor  do  the  friends  of  the 
younger  Pliny  feem  to  have  been 
lefs  generous  to  that  amiable  ora¬ 
tor  Whatever  was  the  motive 
of  the  tedator,  the  treafury  claim¬ 
ed,  -without  didiu&ion,  the  twen¬ 
tieth  part  of  his  eftate  ;  and  in 
the  courfe  of  two  or  three  genera¬ 
tions,  the  whole  property  of  the 
fubjetf  mud  have  gradually  paifed 
through  the  coffers  of  the  date. 

In  the  firft  and  golden  years  of 
the  reign  of  Nero,  that  prince, 
from  a  defire  of  popularity,  and 
perhaps  from  a  blind  impulfe  of 
benevolence,  conceived  a  wifh  of 
abolifhing  the  opprefllon  of  the 
cudoms  and  excife.  The  wifefl 
fenators  applauded  his  magnani¬ 
mity  ;  but  they  diverted  him  from 
the  execution  of  a  defign,  which 
would  have  diffolved  the  drength 
and  refources  of  the  republic.  Had 
it  indeed  been  poffible  to  realize 


this  dream  of  fancy,  fucli  princes 
as  Trajan  and  the  Antonines  would 
furely  have  embraced  with  ardour 
the  glorious  opportunity  of  confer¬ 
ring  fo  iignal  an  obligation  osa 
mankind.  Satisfied,  however,  with, 
alleviating  the  public  burden, 
they  attempted  not  to  remove  it. 
The  mildnefs  and  precifion  of 
their  laws  afeertained  the  rule  and 
meafure  of  taxation,  and  protect¬ 
ed  the  fubjedt  of  every  rank  a - 
gainft  arbitrary  interpretations,  an¬ 
tiquated  claims,  and  the  infolent 
vexation  of  the  farmers  of  the  re¬ 
venue.  For  it  is  fomewhat  lingular, 
that,  in  every  age,  the  bed  and 
wifefl  cf  the  Roman  governors  per- 
fevered  in  this  pernicious  method 
of  collecting  the  principal  branches 
at  lead  of  the  excife  and  cu- 
lloms  f. 

The  fentiments,  and,  indeed, 
the  fltuation  of  Caracal! a,  were 
very  different  from  thofe  of  the 
Antonines.  Inattentive,  or  ra¬ 
ther  averfe  to  the  welfare  of  his 
people,  he  found  himfelf  under 
the  neceflity  of  gratifying  the  in- 
fatiate  avarice,  which  he  had  ex¬ 
cited  in  the  army.  Of  the  feveral 
impofitions  introduced  by  Angu- 
llus,  the  twentieth  on  inheritances 
and  legacies  was  the  mod  fruitful, 
as  well  as  the  mod  comprehenilve. 
As  its  influence  was  not  confined 
to  Rome  or  Italy,  the  produce  con¬ 
tinually  increafed  with  the  gradual 
extenfion  of  the  Roman  City . 
The  new  citizens,  though  charg¬ 
ed,  on  equal  terms,  with  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  new  taxes,  which  had  not 


*  See  his  epiftles.'  Every  fuch  will  gave  him  an  occasion  of  difplaying  his  reverence 
to  the  dead,  and  his  juftice  to  the  living.  He  reconciled  both,  in  his  behaviour  to 
ft  fon  who  had  been  difinherired  by  his  mother  (v.  1.) 

*f-  The  tributes  (properly  fo  called)  were  no;  farmed  5  Cnee  the  good  princes  oftert 
remitted  many  millions  of  arrears. 
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siFctted  them  as  fubjedls,  derived 
an  ample  compenfation  from  the 
rank  they' obtained,  the  privileges 
they  acquired,  and  the  fair  pro- 
Ipedt  of  honours  and  fortune  that 
was  thrown  open  to  their  ambi¬ 
tion.  But  the  favour,  which  inw 
plied  a  diltindtion,  was  loft  in  the 
prodigality  of  Caracalla,  and  the 
reludtant  provincials  were  compel¬ 
led  to  a  flu  me  the  vain  title,  and 
the  real  obligations,  of  Roman 
citizens.  Nor  was  the  rapacious 
fon  of  Severus  contented  with  fuch 
a  meafure  of  taxation,  as  had  ap¬ 
peared  fufficient  to  his  moderate 
predeceffors.  Inftead  of  a  twen¬ 
tieth,  he  exacted  a  tenth  of  all  le¬ 
gacies  and  inheritances  :  and  dur¬ 
ing  his  reign  (for  the  ancient  pro¬ 
portion  was  re  dored  after  his 
death)  he  cruihed  alike  every  part 
of  the  empire  under  the  weight  of 
his  iron  fceptre. 

When  all  the  provincials  be¬ 
came  liable  to  the  peculiar  impo- 
fitions  of  Roman  citizens,  they 
feemed  to  acquire  a  legal  exemp¬ 
tion  from  the  tributes  which  they 
had  paid  in  their  former  condi¬ 
tion  of  iuhjedts.  Such  were  not 
the  maxims  of  government  adopt- 
ed  by  Caracalla  and  his  pretended 
fon.  The  old  as  well  as  the  new 
taxes  were,  at  the  fame  time,  le¬ 
vied  in  the  provinces.  It  was  re¬ 
ferred  for  the  virtue  of  Alexander 
to  relieve  them  in  a  great  meafure 
from,  this  intolerable  grievance,  by 
reducing  the  tributes  to  aAhirtieth 
part  of  the  fu'm  exacted  at  the 
time  of  his  acceflion.  It  is  im- 
poilible  to  conjecture  the  motive 
that  engaged  him  to  fpare  fo  trif¬ 
ling  a  remnant  of  the  public  evil  ; 


but  the  noxious  weed,  which  had 
not  been  totally  eradicated,  again 
fprang  up  with  the  mod  luxuriant 
growth,  and  in  the  fucceeding  age 
darkened  the  Roman  world  with 
its  deadly  {hade.  In  the  courfe  of 
this  hiftory,  we  ihall  be  too  often 
fummoned  to  explain  the  land  tax, 
the  capitation,  and  the  heavy  con¬ 
tributions  of  corn,  wine,  oil,  and 
meat,  which  were  exadled  from 
the  provinces,  for  the  ufe  of  the 
court,  the  army,  and  the  capital 


An  Account  of  the  Fall  of  Palmyra 
under  Zenobia  ;  and  of  that  ac* 
complijhed  Princefs  herfelf  and  her 
Secretary ,  the  learned  and  fub* 
lime  Longinus,  From  the  Hi- 
flory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire,  by  Edward 
Gibbon,  Efq) 

A  URELIAN  had  no  fooner  fe- 
X  \  cured  the  perfon  and  pro- 
vinces  of  Tetricus,  than  he  turn¬ 
ed  his  arms  againft  Zenobia,  the 
celebrated  queen  of  Palmyra  and 
the  Eaft.  Modern  Europe  has 
produced  feveral  illuftrious  women 
who  have  fuftained  with  glory  the 
weight  of  empire  ;  nor  is  our  own 
age  deftitute  of  fuch  diftinguifhed 
characters.  But  Zenobia  is  per¬ 
haps  the  only  female,  whofe  fu-» 
perior  genius  broke  through  the 
fervile  indolence  impofed  ‘on  her 
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fex  by  the  climate  and  manners  of 
Alia.  She  claimed  her  defeent 
from  the  Macedonian  kings  of 
Egypt,  equalled  in  beauty  her  an- 
cellar  Cleopatra,  and  far  furpaffed 
that  princefs  in  ehaility  *  and  va* 


^  She  never  admitted  her  htifband’s  embraces  but  for  the  fake  of  pofterrty. 
her  hope?  were  baffled,  in  the  eaiuing  month  (he  reiterated  tbs  experiment. 
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four.  Zenobia  was  efteemed  the 
moft  lovely  as  well  as  the  moil 
heroic  of  her  fex.  She  was  of  a 
dark  complexion  (for  in  fpeaking 
of  a  lady,  thefe  trifles  become  im¬ 
portant).  Her  teeth  were  of  a 
early  whitenefs,  and  her  large 
lack  eyes  fparkled  with  uncom¬ 
mon  fire,  tempered  by  the  moil  at- 
traflive  fweetnefs.  Her  voice  was 
flrong  and  harmonious.  Her  map* 
ly  underilanding  was  ilrengthened 
and  adorned  by  iludy.  She  was 
not  ignorant  of  the  Latin  tongue, 
but  poifeifed  in  equal  perfection 
the  Greek,  the  Syriac,  and  the 
Egyptian  Languages.  She  had 
drawn  up  for  her  own  ufe  an  epi¬ 
tome  of  oriental  hiilory,  and  fa¬ 
miliarly  compared  the  beauties  of 
Homer  and  Plato  under  the  tuition 
of  the  fublime  Longinus. 

This  accomplilhed  woman  gave 
her  hand  to  Odenathus,  who 
from  a  private  itation  railed 
himfelf  to  the  dominion  of  the 
Eafl.  She  foon  b  ecame  the 
friend  and  companion  of  a  hero. 
In  the  Intervals  of  war,  Odena¬ 
thus  pailionately  delighted  in  the 
exercife  of  hunting  ;  he  purfued 
with  ardour  the  wild  beafts  of  the 
defert,  lions,  panthers,  and  bears  ; 
and  the  ardour  of  Zenobia  in  that 
dangerous  amufement  was  not  in¬ 
ferior  to  his  own.  She  had  inured 
her  conftitution  to  fatigue,  dif- 
dained  the  ufe  of  a  covered  carri¬ 
age,  generally  appeared  on  horfe- 
back  in  a  military  habit,  and 
fometimes  marched  feveral  miles 
on  fo  >t  at  the  h  ad  of  the  troops. 
The  fuccefs  of  Odenathus  was  in 
a  great  meafure  efcribed  to  her  in¬ 
comparable  prudence  and  for¬ 
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titude.  Their  fplendid  vldlorie* 
over  the  Great  King,  whom  thev 
twice  purfued  as  far  as  the  gates 
of  Ctefiphon,  laid  the  foundations 
of  their  united  fame  and  power. 
The  armies  which  they  command¬ 
ed,  and  the  provinces  which  they 
had  laved,  acknowledged  not  any 
other  fovereigns  than  thejr  invin¬ 
cible  chiefs.  The  fen  ate  and  peo¬ 
ple  of  Rome  revered  a  If  ranger 
who  had  avenged  their  captive  em¬ 
peror,  and  even  the  inferifible  fob 
of  Valerian  accepted  Odenathus 
for  his  legitimate  colleague. 

After  a  fuccefsful  expedition 
againil  the  Gothic  plunderers  of 
Afia,  the  Palmyrenian  prince  re¬ 
turned  to  the  city  of  Emefa  in  Sy¬ 
ria.  Invinfibie  in  war,  he  was 
there  cut  off  by  domeflic  treafon, 
and  his  favourite  amufement  of 
hunting  was  the  caufe,  or  at  lea  A: 
the  occafion  of  his  death.  PIL 
nephew,  Masoning,  prefumed  to 
dart  his  javelin  before  that  of  hk 
uncle  ;  and  though  admonifhed  of 
his  error,  repeated  the  fame  info- 
lence.  As  a  monarch  and  as  a 
fportfman,  Odenathus  was  provok¬ 
ed  :  took  away  his  horfe,  a  mark 
of  ignominy  among  the  barbarians, 
and  chaftifed  the  rafh  youth  by  a 
fhort  confinement.  The  offence 
was  foon  forgot,  but  the  pnnifh- 
ment  was  remembered  ;  and  Mseo- 
nius,  with  a  few  daring  affociates, 
affaffipated  his  uncle  in  the  midll 
of  a  great  entertainment.  Herod, 
the  fon  of  Odenathus,  though  not 
of  Zenobia,  a  young  man  of  a 
foft  and  effeminate  temper  was 
Tilled  with  his  father.  But  Maeo- 
nius  obtained  only  the  pleafure  of 
revenge  by  this  bloody  deed.  He 


*  Odeoathus  and  7.  ‘nobtaj  often  fent  him  from  the  fpoib  of  the  enemy,  preffnts 
of  gems  aud  toys,  which  he  received  with  infinite  delight. 


had 
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Bad  fcarcely  time  to  afTume  the  empire  in  the  Eaft.  The  cortdudl* 
title  of  Augultus,  before  he  was  however  of  Zenobia,  was  attend- 
facriftced  by  Zenobia  to  the  me-  ed  with  fome  ambiguity  ;  nor  is  it 
mory  of  her  hulband  *.  unlikely  that  {he  had  conceived  the 

With  the  affiftance  of  his  moft  defign  of  erefling  an  independent 
faithful  friends,  fhe  immediately  and  hoftile  monarchy.  She  blend-# 
filled  the  vacant  throne,  and  go-  ed  with  the  popular  manners  of 
kerned  with  manly  counfels  Pal-  Roman  princes  the  ftately  pomp  of 
myra,  Syria,  and  the  Eaft,  above  the  courts  of  Afia,  and  exaHed 
five  years.  By  the  death  of  Ode-  from  her  fubjedls  the  fame  adora- 
nathus,  that  authority  was  at  an  tion  that  was  paid  to  the  fuecefiort 
end  which  the  fenate  had  granted  of  Cyrus.  She  bellowed  on  her  three 
him  only  as  a  perfonal  diftindlion  ;  fons  a  Latin  education,  and  olten 
but  his  martial  widow,  difdaining  fnewed  them  to  the  troops  adorned 
both  the  fenate  and  Gallienus,  with  the  imperial  purple.  For  her- 
obliged  one  of  the  Roman  gene-  felf  (he  referved  the  diadem,  with 
rals,  who  was  fent  againft  her,  to  the  fplendid  but  doubtful  title  of 
retreat  into  Europe,  with  the  lofs  Queen  of  the  Eaft. 
of  his  army  and  his  reputation.  When  Aurelian  palled  over  into 
Inftead  of  the  little  paffions  which  Alia,  againft  an  adverfary  whofe 
fo  frequently  perplex  a  female  fex  alone  could  render  her  an  ob- 
reign,  the  Heady  adminiftration  of  je£t  of  Contempt,  his  prefence  re- 
Zenobia  was  guided  by  the  moft  ftored  obedience  to  the  province 
judicious  maxims  of  policy.  If  it  of  Bithynia,  already  lhaken  by  the 
was  expedient  to  pardon,  Ihe  could  arms  and  intrigues  of  Zenobia. 
calm  her  refentment  :  if  it  was  ne-  Advancing  at  the  head  of  his  le- 
ceftary  to  punilh,  Ihe  could  impofe  gions,  he  accepted  the  fubmiffion 
filence  on  the  voice  of  pity.  Her  of  Ancyra,  and  was  admitted  into 
Uriel  ceconomy  was  accufed  of  ava-  Tyana  after  an  obilinate  liege  by 
rice  ;  yet  on  every  proper  occafion  the  help  of  a  prefidious  citizen. 
Ihe  appeared  magnificent  and  li-  The  generous  though  fierce  temper 
beral.  The  neighbouring  Hates  of  of  Aurelian  abandoned  the  traitor 
Arabia,  Armenia,  and  Perfta,  to  the  rage  of  the  foldiers  :  a  fu- 
dreaded  her  enmity,  and  foheited  perftitious  reverence  induced  him 
lier  alliance.  To  the  dominions  to  treat  with  lenity  the  country  - 
cf  Qdenathus,  which  extended  men  of  Apollonius  the  philolopher. 
from  the  Euphrates  to  the  fron-  Antioch  was  deferted  on  his  ap- 
tiers  of  Bifhynia,  his  widow  ad-  proach,  till  the  emperor,  by  his 
ded  the  inheritance  of  her  ance-  falutary  ediefts,  recalled  the  fugi- 
ilors,  the  populous  and  fertile  tives,  and  granted  a  general  par- 
kingdom  of  Egypt.  The  Em-  don  to  all  who,  from  neceflity  ra- 
peror  Claudius  acknowledged  her  ther  than  choice,  had  been  en- 
merit,  and  was  content,  that,  gaged  in  the  fervice  of  the  Palmy- 
while  be  purfued  the  Gothic  war,  renian  queen.  The  unexpefled 
Jbe  fhould  affert  the  dignity  of  the  mlidnefs  of  fuch  a  condudl  recon- 

*  Some  very  unjuft  fufpiciojflrs  have  been  cult  on  Zenobia,  as  if  fha  was  acceflary  to 
her  bufband’s  deaths 
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aled  the  minds  of  the  Syrians, 
nd,  as  far  as  tlie  gates  of  Emefa, 
he  wi flies  of  the  people  feconded 
he  terror  of  his  arms. 

‘  Zenobia  would  have  ill  deferved 
ter  reputation,  had  (lie  indolently 
>ermitted  tlie  emperor  of  the  Welt 
o  approach  within  an  hundred 
rides  of  her  capital.  The  fate  of 
he  Ealt  was  decided  in  two  great 
lattles  ;•  lo  fimilar  in  almoft  every 
'ircu  m  fiance,  that  we  can  fcarcely 
liflinguifh  them  from  each  other, 
:xcept  by  obferving  that  the  fir  it 
yas  fought  near  Antioch,  and  the 
’econd  near  Emefa.  In  both,  the 
]ueen  of  Palmyra  animated  the  ar¬ 
mies  by  her  prefence,  and  devolv¬ 
ed  the  execution  of  her  orders  on 
Zabdas,  who  had  already  fignaliz- 
sd  his  military  talents  by  the  con- 
[pieft  of  Egypt.  The  numerous 
forces  of  Zenobia,  confilted  for 
the  moft  part  of  light  archers,  and 
of  heavy  eavalry  clothed  in  com¬ 
plete  fteel.  The  Moorifh  and  Il¬ 
lyrian  horfe  of  Aurelian  were  un- 
able  to  fuitain  the  ponderous  charge 
of  their  antagonifis  They  fled  in 
real  or  affebted  diforder,  engaged 
the  Palmyrenians  in  a  laborious 
purfuit,  haraffed  them  by  a  deful- 
tory  combat,  and  at  length  dil - 
comfited  this  impenetrable  but  un¬ 
wieldy  body  of  cavalry.  The 
light  infantry,  in  the  mean  time, 
when  they  had  exhaufted  their 
quivers,  remaining  without  pro¬ 
tection  againffc  a  clofcr  onfet,  ex- 
pofed  their  naked  Tides  to  the 
fwords  of  the  legions.  Aurelian 
had  chofen  thefe  veteran  troops, 
who  were  ufually  ftationed  on  the 

*  It  was  five  hundred  and  thirty  (even 
th  ree  from  the  neareft  coalt  of  Syria,  { 
a  few  words,  (Hilt.  .Natur.  v.  2.1  )  gives 
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ETpper  Danube,  and  whofe  valour 
had  been  feverely  tried  in  the  AE 
lemannic  war.  After  the  defeat  of 
Emefa,  Zenobia  found  it  impoffi- 
ble  to  collect  a  third  army.  As 
far  as  the  frontier  of  Egypt,  the 
nations  fubject  to  her  empire  had 
joined  the  flandard  of  the  con¬ 
queror,  who  detached  Probus  the 
braveft  of  his  generals  to  poffefs 
himfelf  of  the  Egyptian  pro¬ 
vinces.  Palmyra  was  the  laft  re- 
fource  of  the  widow  of  Odenatlius. 
She  retired  within  the  walls  T  her 
capital,  made  every  preparation 
for  a  vigorous  refiflance,  and  de¬ 
clared  with  the  intrepidity  ot  a 
heroine,  that  tlie  lalt  moment  or 
her  reign  and  of  her  life  fhould  be 
the  fame. 

Amid  the  barren  deferts  of  Ara¬ 
bia,  a  few  cultivated  fpots  rife  like 
iflands  out  of  the  Tandy  ocean. 
Even  the  name  of  Tadinor,  or 
Palmyra,  by  its  fignification  111  the 
Syriac  as  well  as  in  the  Latin  lan- 
truap-e,  denoted  the  multitude  of 
palm  trees  which  afforded  ihade 
and  verdure  to  that  temperate  re¬ 
gion.  The  air  was  pure,  and  the 
foil,  watered  by  fome  invaluable 
fprings,  was  capable  of  producing 
fruits  as  well  as  corn.  A  place 
polTeffed  of  fueh  fingular  advanta¬ 
ges,  and  fituated  at  a  convenient 
diftance  *,  between  the  gulph  of 
Perlia  and  the  Mediterranean,  was 
foon  frequented  by  the  caravans 

which  conveyed  to  the  nations  of 
* 

Europe  a  conilderable  part  of  the 
rich  commodities  of  India.  Pal¬ 
myra  infenfibly  increafed  into  an 
opulent  and  independent  city,  and 

miles  from  Seleucia,  and  two  hundred  and 
ccording  to  the  reckoning  of  Pi i ny ,  who,  ia 
an  excellent  del'criftion  of  Palmyra. 
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connecting  the  Roman  and  the 
Parthian  monarchies  by  the  mu¬ 
tual  benefits  of  commerce,  wasduf- 
fered  to  obferve  an  humble  neutra¬ 
lity,  till  at  length,  alter  the  victo¬ 
ries  of  Trajan,  the  little  republic 
funk  into  the  bofom  of  Rome,  and 
flouriflied  more  than  one  hundred 
and  fifty  years  in  the  fubordinate 
though  honourable  rank  of  a  co¬ 
lony.  It  was  during  that  peace¬ 
ful  period,  if  we  may  judge  from 
a  few  remaining  infcriptions,  that 
the  wealthy  Palmyrenia'ns  con- 
ffruCtcl  thole  temples,  palaces, 
and  porticos  of  Grecian  architec¬ 
ture,  whofe  ruins,  fcattered  over 
an  extent  of  feveral  miles,  have 
deferved  the  curiofity  of  our  tra¬ 
vellers,  The  elevation  of  Odena- 
thus  and  Zenobia  appeared  to  re¬ 
flect  new  fplendour  on  their  coun¬ 
try,  and  Palmyra,  for  a  while, 
Hood  forth  the  rival  of  Rome  : 
but  the  competition  was  fatal,  and 
ages  of  profperity  were  facrificed 
to  a  moment  of  glory  *. 

In  his  march  over  the  fandy  de¬ 
fer  t,  between  Emefa  and  Palmyra, 
the  Emperor  Aurelian  was  perpe¬ 
tually  harralfed  by  the  Arabs  ;  nor 
could  he  always  defend  his  army, 
and  efpecially  his  baggage,  Rom 
thofe  flying  troops,  of  aitive  and 
daring  robbers,  who  watched  the 
moment  of  furprife,  and  avaded 
the  flow  purfuit  of  the  legions. 
The  fiege  of  Palmyra  was  an  ob¬ 
ject  far  more  difficult  and  impor¬ 
tant,  and  the  emperor,  who  with 
inceffant  vigour  prelfed  the  attacks 
in  perfon,  was  himfelf  wounded 


with  a  dart.  44  The  Roman  pco- 
44  pie,”  fays  Aurelian,  in  an  ori¬ 
ginal  letter,  44  fpeak  with  con- 
44  tempt  of  the  war  which  I  am 
44  waging  againfl:  a  woman.  They 
44  are  ignorant  both  of  the  cha- 
44  racter  and  of  the  power  of  Ze- 
44  nobia.  It  is  impoffible  to  enu- 
44  merate  her  warlike  preparations, 
44  of  Hones,  of  arrows,  and  of 
44  every  fpecies  of  miffile  weapons. 
44  Every  part  of  the  walls  is  pro- 
44  vided  with  two  or  three  ball]} a. 

44  and  artificial  fires  are  thrown 
44  from  her  military  engines.  The 
44  fear  of  punifhment  has  armed 
44  her  with  a  defperate  courage. 
44  Yet  I  trufi:  ftill  in  the  protecting 
44  deities  of  Rome,  who  have  hi- 
44  therto  been  favourable  to  all  my 
44  undertakings.”  Doubtful,  how¬ 
ever,  of  the  protection  of  the 
gods,  and  of  the  event  of  the 
liege,  Aurelian  judged  it  more 
prudent  to  offer  terms  of  an  ad¬ 
vantageous  capitulation  :  to  ti  e 
queen,  a  fplendid  retreat  ;  to  the 
citizens,  their  ancient  privileges. 
His  propofals  were  obftiriately  re¬ 
jected,  and  the  refufal  was  accom¬ 
panied  with  infult. 

The  firmnefs  of  Zenobia  was 
fupported  by  the  hope,  that  in  a 
very  Ihort  time  famine  would  com¬ 
pel  the  Roman  army  to  repafs 
the  delert  ;  and  by  the  reafonable 
expectation  that  the  kings  of  the 
Eaft,  and  particularly  the  Perfian 
monarch,  would  arm  in  the  de¬ 
fence  of  their  molt  natural  ally. 
But  fortune  and  the  perfeverance 
of  Aurelian  overcame  every  ob- 


oome  Englifh  travellers  from  Aleppo  difeovered  the  ruins  of  Palmyra,  about 
the  end  of  the  1  aft  century.  Our  curiofity  has  been  fince  gratified  in  a  more  fplendid 
manner  by  Meffieurs  Wood  and  Dawkins.  For  the  hiftory  of  Palmyra,  we  may  con- 
I  ilt  the  mafterly  difTertation  ol  Dt.  Halley  in  the  Philofophical  Tranla&ions  ;  Low- 
tnoip's  Abi ingment,  vol.  iii,  p.  518. 
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flacle.  The  death  of  Sapor,  which 
happened  about  this  time,  dii- 
tr added  the  councils  of  Perfia,  and 
the  inconliderable  fuccours  that  at¬ 
tempted  to  relieve  Palmyra,  were 
eafily  intercepted  either  by  the 
arms  or  the  liberality  of  the  em¬ 
peror.  From  every  part  of  Syria, 
a  regular  fucceflion  of  convoys  fafe- 
ly  arrived  in  the  camp,  which  was 
increafed  by  the  return  of  Probus 
with  his  victorious  troops  from  the 
conqueft  of  Egypt.  It  was  then 
that  Zenobia  reiolved  to  fly.  She 
mounted  the  fleeteft  of  her  drome¬ 
daries  *,  and  had  already  reached 
the  banks  of  the  Euphrates,  about 
fixty  miles  from  Palmyra,  when 
flie  was  overtaken  by  the  purfuit 
of  Aurelian’s  light  horfe,  feized, 

o  / 

and  brought  back  a  captive  to  the 
feet  of  the  emperor.  Her  capital 
foon  afterwards  lurrendered,  and 
was  treated  with  unexpended  lenity. 
The  arms,  horfes,  and  camels, 
with  an  immenfe  treafure  of  gold, 
filver,  fllk,  and  precious  ftones, 
were  all  delivered  to  the  .conqueror, 
who  leaving  only  a  garifon  of  fix 
hundred  archers,  returned  to  Eme- 
fa,  and  employed  fome  time  in 
the  diftribution  of  rewards  and 
punifhments  at  the  end  of  fo  me¬ 
morable  a  war,  which  reftored  to 
the  obedience  of  E.ome  thofe  pro¬ 
vinces  that  had  renounced  their 
allegiance  lince  the  eaptivity  of 
Valerian. 

When  the  Syrian  queen  was 
brought  into  the  prefence  of  Aure- 
lian,  he  fternly  afked  her,  How 
flie  had  prefumed  to  rife  in  arms 
againft  the  emperors  of  Rome  ?" 
The  anfwer  of  Zenobia  was  a  pru  ¬ 
dent  mixture  of  refpeCt  and  flrm- 

*  Though  the  camel  is  a  heavy  beaft  o 
Shaw,  that  the  dromedary  is  fwifter  than 


nefs.  “  Bccaufe  I  difdained  to 
“  conflder  as  Roman  emperors  an 

“  Aureolus  or  a  Gallienus.  You 

% 

“  alone  I  acknowledge  as  my 
“  conqueror  and  my  iovereignT 
But  as  female  fortitude  is  com¬ 
monly  artificial,  fo  it  is  feldcm 
Heady  or  conflftent.  The  courage 
of  Zenobia  deferted  her  in  the 
hour  of  trial  ;  flie  trembled  at- the 
angry  clamours  of  the  foldiers, 
who  called  aloud  for  her  immedi-, 
ate  execution,  forgot  the  gene¬ 
rous  defpair  of  Cleopatra,  which 
flie  had  propofed  as  her  model, 
and  ignominioufly  purchafed  life 
by  the  facriflce  of  her  fame  and 
her  friends.  It  was  to  their  coun- 
fels  which  governed  the  weaknefs 
of  her  fex,  that  flie  imputed  the 
guilt  of  her  obflinate  reflftance  ; 
it  was  on  their  heads  that  fhe  di¬ 
rected  the  vengeance  of  the  cruel 
Aurelian.  The  fame  of  Longinus, 
who  was  included  among  the  nu¬ 
merous  and  perhaps  innocent  vic¬ 
tims  of  her  fear,  will  furvive  that 
of  the  queen  who  betrayed,  or  the 
tyrant  who  condemned  him.  Ge¬ 
nius  and  learning  were  incapable 
of  moving  a  fierce  unlettered  iol- 
dier,  but  they  had  ferved  to  ele¬ 
vate  and  harmonife  the  foul  of 
Longinus.  Without  uttering  a 
complaint,  he  calmly  followed  the 
executioner,  pitying  his  unhappy 
miftrefs,  and  bellowing  comfort  on 
his  affliCled  friends. 

Returning  from  the  conqueft  of 
the  Eaft,  Aurelian  had  already 
crofted  the  Freights  which  divide 
Europe  from  Alia,  when  he  was 
provoked  by  the  intelligence  that 
the  Palmyrenians  had  maflacred 
the  governor  and  garrifon  which 

burthen,  we  may  learn  from  Buffou  anj 
he  fleetdl  horfe. 

L  2  he 


i43  ANTI  Q_U  IT!  E  S. 


he  had  left  among  them,  and  again 
ereChed  the  ftandard  of  revolt. 

Without  a  moment’s  deliberation, 

* 

he  once  more  turned  his  face  to¬ 
wards  Syria.  Antioch  was  alarm¬ 
ed  by  his  rapid  approach,  and  the 
helplefs  city  of  Palmyra  felt  the 
Irrefiftible  weight  of  his  refent- 
ment.  We  have  a  letter  of  Aure- 
lian  himfelf,  in  which  he  acknow¬ 
ledges,  that  old  men,  women, 
children,  and  peafants,  had  been 
involved  in  that  dreadful  execu¬ 
tion,  which  fttould  have  been  con¬ 
fined  to  armed  rebellion  ;  and  al¬ 
though  his  principal  concern  feems 
directed  to  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
a  temple  of  the  Sun,  he  difcovers 
fome  pity  for  the  remnant  of  the 
Palmyrenians,  to  whom  he  grants 
the  permiflion  of  rebuilding  and  in¬ 
habiting  their  city.  But  it  is 
eafier  to  deltroy  than  to  reftore. 
The  feat  of  commerce,  of  arts, 
and  of  Zenobia,  gradually  funk 
into  an  obfcure  town,  a  trifling 
fortrefs,  and  at  length  a  miferable 
village.  The  prefent  citizens  of 
Palmyra,  confuting  of  thirty  or 
forty  families,  have  ereCted  their 
mud  cottages  within  the  fpaqious 
court  of  a  magnificent  temple. 


Eiflory  and  prefent  State  of  the  cele¬ 
brated  Mount  St.  Michael,  near 
G  i  -anville,  in  France,  one  of  the 
mojl  celebratedState  -prifons  of  that 
Kingdom  ;  in  a  Letter  from  Na¬ 
thaniel  Wraxall,  jun.  Efq.  From 
Mr.  Wraxallb  late  Tour  through 
the  Weftern,  Southern,  and  inte¬ 
rior  Provinces  of  France,  added 
to  his  Memoirs  of  the  Kings  of 
France  of  the  Houfe  of  Valois, 
lately  publifned. 


Granville ,  Wednefdajy 

$oth  Auguft,  1775. 

HERE  is  perhaps  no  plea- 
fure  greater,  than  that  of 
communicating  pleafure  received  ; 
and,  as  admiration  is  one  of  the  moil 
elegant  and  interefting  fources  from 
which  it  can  be  drawn,  we  ufually 
liften  with  extreme  readinefs  to 
any  addreffes  made  to  that  paffion  : 
I  wifh  to  prepare  you  for  a  recital, 
in  which  the  marvellous  and  the 
-aftoniftiing  may  predominate  ; 
though  you  may  do  me  the  juffice 
to  believe,  they  will  ever  be  un¬ 
der  the  guidance  oi  truth. 

o  r 

Superflition,  the  parent  01  a 
thou  land  evils  to  mankind,  has  yet 
given  rife  to  fuch  extraordinary 
and  magnificent  productions  m 
every  age,  as  almofi:  incline  one 
to  pardon  her  crimes  and  follies. 
I  am  jufi;  returned  from  the  furvey 
of  one  of  the  firth  of  thefe  ;  and 
fiiall  endeavour  to  addrefs  my  im« 
perfedt  defcription  of  it  to  your 
heart  and  affections. 

I  left  Coutances  Monday  even¬ 
ing.  The  diftance  to  this  town  is 
only  fix  leagues,  through  a  conti¬ 
nuation  of  the  fame  agreeable 
country  which  I  have  already 
painted  to  you.  Defirous  to  vifit 
the  celebrated  Mont  St.  Michel ,  I 
hired  two  horfes,  and  fet  out  early 
yefterday  morning.  It  is  about 
twenty"  miles  from  Granville,  and 
the  road  leading  along  the  fea-fhore 
renders  it  very  pleafant.  I  got  to 
Genet,  a  little  village,  before 
noon.  From  hence  it  is  only  a 
league  to  the,  Mount ;  but  as  it 
lies  entirely  acrofs  the  lands,  which 
are  only  paffable  at  low  tide,  it 
becomes1  indifpenfably  requifite  to 
procure  a,  guide.  I  did  fo,  and 

arrived 
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arrived  there  at  one  in  the  after¬ 
noon. 

This  extraordinary  rock — for  it 
is  no  rfiore — rifes  in  the  middle  of 
the  hay  of  Avranclies.  Nature  has 
completely  fortified  one  fide,  by 
its  craggy  and  aimed  perpendicular 
defeent,  which  renders  it  imprac¬ 
ticable  for  courage  or  addrefs, 
however  confummate,  to  fcale  or 
mount  it.  The  other  parts  are 
furrounded  by  walls  fenced  with 
femilunar  towers  in  the  Gothic 
manner ;  but  fufhciently  drong, 
fuperadded  to  the  advantages  of  its 
fftuation,  to  defpife  all  attack. 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  be¬ 
gins  a  dreet  or  town,  which  winds 
round  its  bafe  to  a  coniiderable 
heighth.  Above,  are  chambers 
where  prifoners  of  date  are  kept, 
and  other  building’s  intended  for 
refidence  ;  and  on  the  fummit  is 
ereCted  the  abbey  itfelf,  occupy¬ 
ing  a  prodigious  fpace  of  ground, 
and  of  a  drength  and  folidity  equal 
to  its  enormous  fize  ;  fince  it  has 
doodall  the  dorms  of  Heaven,  in 
th  is  elevated  and  expofed  fituatiori, 

during  many  centuries. - 1  fpent 

the  whole  afternoon  in  the  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  this  edifice  ;  and  as 
the  Swifs  who  conducted  me 
through  them,  found  he  could  not 
gratify  my  curiofity  too  minutely, 
he  left  no  apartment  or  chamber 
unfeen. 

The  Sale  de  Ckevalerie ,  or 
knight’s  hall,  reminded  me  of  that 
at  Marienbourg  in  Polidi  Pruflia. 
It  is  equally  fpacious  ;  but  more 
barbarous  and  rude,  becaufe  fome 
hundred  years  prior  in  its  ere&ion. 
Here  the  knights  of  St.  Michael 
ufed  to  meet  in  foleinn  convocation 
on  important  occafions.  They 
were  the  defenders  and  guardians 
of  this  mountain  and  abbey,  as 


thofe  of  the  temple,  and  of  Saint 
John  of  Jerufalem,  were  to  the 
holy  fepulchre. — At  one  end  is  a 
painting  of  the  archangel,  the  pa¬ 
tron  of  their  order  ;  and  in  this 
hall  Louis  the  Eleventh  firfl:  infti- 
tuted,  and  invefted  with  the  infig- 
nia  of  knighthood,  the  chevaliers 
of  the  crofs  of  St.  Michael. 

We  puffed  on  through  feveral 
lelfer  rooms  into  a  long  palfage 
on  one  fide  of  which  the  Swifs 
opened  a  door,  and  through  a 
narrow  entrance,  perfectly  dark, 
he  led  me,  by  a  fecond  door,  into 
an  apartment,  or  dungeon — for  it 
rather  merited  the  latter  than  the 
fo  nner  appellation — in  the  middle 
of  which  hood  a  cage.  It  was 
compoled  of  prodigious  wooden 
bars  ;  and  the  wicket  which  ad¬ 
mitted  into  it  was  ten  or  twelve 
inches  in  thicknefs.  I  went  into 
the  infide  :  the  fpace  it  oomprifed 
was  about  twelve  feet  fquare,  or 
fourteen  ;  and  it  might  be  nearly 
twenty  in  heighth.  This  was  the 
abode  of  many  eminent  victims  in 
former  ages,  whofe  names  and  mi- 
feries  are  now  obliterated  and  for¬ 
gotten. 

“  There  was,”  faid  my  con¬ 
ductor,  (t  towards  the  latter  end 
‘4  of  the  laffc  century,  a  certain 
“  news-writer  in  Holland,  who 
“  had  prefumed  to  print  fome  very 
“  fevere  and  farcaflic  reflections  on 
“  Madame  de  Maintenon,  and 
“  Louis  the  Fourteenth.  Some 
“  months  after  he  was  induced, 
“  by  a  perfon  fent  expreflv  for 
“  that  purpofe,  to  make  a  tour 
“  into  French  Flanders.  The  in* 
“  Itant  he  had  quitted  the  Dutch 
“  territories,  he  was  put  under 
“  arreft,  and  immediately,  by  his 
“  majelty’s  exprefs  command, 
“  conduced  to  this  place.  They 
3  (hut 
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44  fhut  him  up  in  this  cage.  Here 
44  he  lived  upwards  of  three-and- 
44  twenty  years  ;  and  here  he,  at 
44  length,  expired.—— — During  the 
44  Ions:  nights  of  winter, ”  con- 
tinned  the  man,  “  no  candle  or 
44  fire  was  allowed  him.  He  was 
44  not  permitted  to  have  any 
44  book.  He  faw  no  human  face 
44  except  the  gaoler,  who  came 
44  once  every  day  to  prefent  him, 
44  through  a  hole  in  the  wicket, 
44  his  little  portion  of  bread  and 
44  wine.  No  inftrument  was  given 
44  him,  with  which  he  could  de- 
44  ftroy  himfelf ;  but  he  found 
44  means  at  length  to  draw  out  a 

o 

44  nail  from  the  wood,  with  which 
44  he  cut  or  engraved,  on  the  bars 
44  of  his  cage,  certain  fleurs  delis, 
44  and  armorial  bearings,  which 
44  formed  his  only  employment 
44  and  recreation.’7- — Thefe  I  faw, 
and  they  are  indeed  very  curioully 
performed,  with  fo  rude  a  tool. 

As  I  ftood  within  this  dreadful 
engine,  my  heart  funk  within  me. 
I  execrated  the  vengeance  of  the 
prince,  who,  for  fuch  a  trefpafs, 
could  infiiCI  fo  difproportionate 
and  tremendous  a  punifhpient.  I 
thought  the  towers  and  pinnacles 
of  the  abby  feemed  to  (hake,  as 
confcious  of  the  cruelty  committed 
in  their  gloomy  round;  and  I  hafi- 
ened  out  of  this  fad  apartment, 
imprefled  with  feelings  of  the 
deep^ft  pity  and  indignation. 

44  It  is  now  fifteen  years,’7  faid 
the  Swifs,  44  fince  a  gentleman 
4{  terminated  his  days  in  that 
44  cage  ;  it  was  before  J  came  to 
44  refide  here  :  but  there  is  one  in- 
44  fiance  within  my  own  memory. 

£4  Monfieur  de  F - -,  a  perl  on 

44  of  rank,  was  conducted  here  by 
44  command  of  the  late  king  ;  he 
44  remained  three  years  fhut  up  in 


44  it.  I  fed  him  myfelf  every  day  ; 
44  but  he  was  allowed  books  and 
44  candle  to  divert  his  mifery  ;  and 
44  at  length,  the  abbot,  touched 
44  with  his  deplorable  calamities, 
44  requefted  and  obtained  the  royal 
44  pardon.  He  was  fet  free,  and 
44  is  now  alive  in  France. 

44  The  fubterranean  chambers,” 
added  he,  44  in  this  mountain,  are 
44  fo  numerous,  that  we  know  them 
44  not  ourfeives.  There  are  cer- 
44  tain  dungeons,  called  Oubliei - 
44  tes ,  into  which  they  were  ac- 
44  cuftomed  anciently  to  let  down 
44  malefadlors  guilty  of  very  hei- 
44  nous  crimes  :  they  provided 
44  them  with  a  loaf  of  bread  and 
44  a  bottle  of  wine  ;  and  then  they 
44  were  totally  forgotten,  and  left 
44  to  perifh  by  hunger  in  the  dark 
44  vaults  of  the  rock.  This  pu- 
44  nifhment  has  not  however  been 
44  inflidcd  by  any  king  in  the  lafe 
44  or  prefent  century.” 

'*  We  continued  our  progrefs 
through  the  abbey.  He  led  me 
into  a  chamber,  in  one  corner  of 
which  was  a  kind  of  window  ;  be¬ 
tween  this  and  the  wall  of  the 
building  was  a  very  deep  fpace  or 
hollow  of  near  a  hundred  feet  per¬ 
pendicular,  and  at  bottom,  was 
another  window,  opening  to  the 
fea.  It  is  called  The  hole  of  Mont¬ 
gomery,  The  hiitory  of  it  is  this 

- You  will  recoiled,  that  in 

the  year  1559?  Henry  the  Second, 
king  of  France,  was  unfortunately 
killed  at  a  tournament  by  the 
Count  de  Montgomeri.  It  was  not 
intended  on  that  nobleman’s  part  ; 
and  he  was  forced,  contrary  to  his. 
inclination,  to  pufh  the  lance 
againfi  his  fovereign,  by  his  ex- 
prefs  command.  He  was  a  FI u - 
gonct,  and,  having  efcaped  the 
mafiacre  of  Paris  and  Cologni, 

made 
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made  head  againft  the  royal  forces 
in  Normandy,  fupported  by  our 
Elizabeth  with  arms  and  money. 
Being  driven  from  his  fortrefles  in 
thofe  parts,  he  retired  to  a  rock, 
called  the  Tombelains.  This  is 
another,  fimilar  to  the  Mont  Saint 
Michel ,  only  three  quarters  of  a 
league  diftant  from  it,  and  of 
nearly  equal  dimenfions.  At  that 
time  there  was  a  caftle  on  it,  after¬ 
wards  demolifhed,  and  of  which 
fcarce  any  veftiges  now  remain. 
From  this  faftnefs  only  accefiiblc  at 
low  tides,  he  continually  made  ex- 
curfions,  and  annoyed  the  enemy, 
who  never  dared  to  attack  him. 
He  coined  money,  laid  all  the  ad¬ 
jacent  country  under  contribution, 
and  rendered  himfelf  univerfally 
dreaded.  Defirous  however  to  fur- 
prize  the  Mont  St .  Michel ,  he  found 
means  to  engage  one  of  the  monks 
refident  in  the  abbey,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  give  him  the  fignal  for 
his  enterprize,  by  difplaying  a 
handkerchief.  The  treacherous 
monk  having  made  the  fignal,  be¬ 
trayed  him,  and  armed  all  his  af~ 
fociates,  who  waited  Montgomery s 
arrival.  The  chieftain  came  at¬ 
tended  by  fifty  chofcn  foldiers,  de- 
fperate,  and  capable  of  any  at¬ 
tempt.  They  croffed  the  fand, 
and  having  placed  their  fcaling- 
. ladders,  mounted  one  by  one:  as 
they  came  to  the  top,  they  were 
difpatched  each  in  turn,  without 
noife.  Montgomeri,  who  follow¬ 
ed  laft,  at  length  difeovered  the 
perfidy,  and  efcaped  with  only  two 
of  his  men,  with  whom  he  regain- 
ed  the  Tomhelaine.  They  preferve 
with  great  care  the  ladders  and 
grappling  irons  ufed  on  this  occa¬ 
sion. — You  perhaps  remember  the 
fubfequent  fate  of  the  Count  him¬ 
felf.  He  was  at  laft  befieged  and 
taken  prifoher  by  the  Murechal 


de  Matignon,  in  1574,  at  Domfront 
in  Normandy  ;  and  Catherine  of 
Medicis,  who  detefted  him  for  his 
having  been,  though  innocently, 
the  caufe  of  her  hulband’s  death, 
ordered  him  to  be  immediately  ex¬ 
ecuted. 

The  church  itfelf  detained  me  a 
long  time,  and  is  matter  of  high 

V  -  o 

curiofity.  It  reits  on  nine  pillars 
of  moft  enormous  dimenfions, 
which  ftand  upon  the  folid  rock. 
I  did  not  meafure  them  ;  but,  as 
far  as  the  gloominefs  of  the  place 
would  admit,  I  apprehend  that 
each  of  them  muft  be  be  five-and 
twenty  feet  in  circumference  :  be- 
fides  thefe,  there  are  two  others, 
of  much  inferior  fize,  which  fup- 
port  the  centre  of  the  church,  over 
which  is  the  tower.  If  the  prodi¬ 
gious  incumbent  weight  be  con- 
iidered,  and  the  nature  of  its  fi- 
tuation,  nothing  lefs  maffy  could 
faftain  the  edifice.  They  feem  as 
if  defigned  to  outlive  the  ravages 
of  time,  and  the  convulfions  of 
nature. — But  before  we  enter  the 
church  itfelf,  I  muft  inform  you  of 
the  abfurd  and  legendary  caufe, 
which  firft  produced  it. 

In  the  reign  of  Childebert  the 
Second,  there  was  a  bifnop  of 
Avranches  named  St.  Aubert.  To 
this  holy  man,  the  archangel  Mi¬ 
chael  was  pleafed  to  appear  one 
night,  and  order  him  to  go  to 
this  rock,  and  there  build  him  a 
church.  St.  Aubert,  who  feems 
to  have  been  a  little  incredulous, 
treated  it  as  a  dream  :  the  angel 
came  again,  repeated  his  injunc¬ 
tion,  and  not  being  obeyed  the 
third  time,  he,  by  way  of  im¬ 
printing  it  on  the  bifhop’s  memory, 
made  a  hole  in  his  fkull,  by  touch¬ 
ing  it  with  his  thumb.  In  the  trea- 
fury  of  the  church  I  faw  this  cu¬ 
rious  fkull.  It  is  enclofed  in  a  lit¬ 
tle 
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tie  (brine  of  gold,  and  a  cryftal, 
which  opens  over  the  orifice,  ad¬ 
mits  the  pratiiication  of  curiofity 

O  ' 

by  the  minute  It  examination  of  it. 
The  hole  is  of  a  fize  and  lhape 
juftly  proportioned  to  the  thumb 
fuppofed  to  have  produced  it,  and 
whether  done  with  a  knife,  or  by 
what  means  it  is  perforated,  I  can¬ 
not  determine.  The  Bifiiop,  how¬ 
ever,  upon  this  fenfibie  mark  of 
the  divine  pleafure,  delayed  no 
longer  ;  but  repaired  to  the  rock, 
and  conftrudled  a  fmall  church,  as 
he  had  been  commanded. — Here 
fable  ends  ;  and  true  hiftory  fup- 
plying  its  place,  informs  us,  that 
it  was  in  966,  when  Rich  aid  the 
Second  duke  of  Normandy  began 
to  build  the  abbey.  It  was  com- 
pleated  about  the  year  1070,  un¬ 
der  William  the  Conqueror,  though 
many  other  additions  were  made 
by  fucceediog  abbots. 

The  treafury  is  crowded  with 
relics  innumerable,  among  which 
feme  few  have  a  real  and  intrinfic 
yalue.  There  is  a  fine  head  of 
Charles  the  Sixth  of  France  cut  in 
chryftal,  which  drew  my  attention. 
They  have  got,  heaven  knows  by 
what  means,  an  arm  of  Edward 
the  Confeffor’s  ;  and  they  (hewed 
me  another,  of  St.  Rickard ,  King 
of  England.  Who  this  faint  and 
prince  was,  I  confefs,  is  beyond 
my  eomprehenfion.  I  am  fure 
they  could  not  term  Richard  the 
Fir  ft  io,  unlels  his  cm  lade  againft 
Saladine  wiped  out  all  his  fins,, 
and  can  'lionized  him.  Richard  the 
Second  has  no  better  pretend ons  to 
faneiky.  I  do  nor  mention  him 
who  fell  at  Boivvorlh  :  fo  that  who 
this  royal  faint  was,  I  mail  leave 
you  to  divine.  As  to  the  monks, 
they  know  nothing  about  it  :  but 
they  were  pofitive  he  was  a  king 
of  England.-—-  An  enormous 
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golden  cockle-fhell,  weighing  many 
pounds,  given  .  by  Richard  the 
Second  duke  of  Normandy,  when 
he  founded  the  abbey,  is  worthy 
remark. 

In  the  middle  of  the  choir 
hangs  a  Hone,  which  is  faid  to 
have  fallen  on  the  head  of  Louis 
the  Eleventh  at  the  here  of  Be- 

O 

fancon,  without  doing  him  the 
fmalleft  injury.  This,  he  con¬ 
ceived,  and  with  reafon,  mult  have 
been  owing  to  feme  wondrous  di¬ 
vine  interpofition  ;  for  the  ftone 
weighs,  I  fhoiild  fuppofe,  at  leaft 
ten  pounds.  Louis,  though  the 
greateft  monfter  who  ever  filled  a 
throne,  was  yet,  at  times,  ex¬ 
ceedingly  pious  :  he  ufed  to  come 
very  often  in  pilgrimage  to  Mont 
St.  Michel ;  and  he  ordered  this 
ftone  to  be  fufpended  by  a  chain  in 
the  choir,  and  left  an  annual  fum 
in  lands  to  maintain  priefts  to  fay 
mafles,  for  his  prefervation  from 
fo  imminent  a  danger. 

The  refedfory,  the  eloifters,  the 
cells  of  the  monks,  are  all,  (or 
rather  they  have  been)  very  mag¬ 
nificent  and  fpaclou-s  ;  but  a  vail 
fum  of  money  is  wanted  to  put 
the  whole  in  repair,  and  reinftate 
what  the  lapfe  of  apes  defaces  and 

deforms.  One  of  the  great  towers 
*  -  ° 

is  cracked  and  ihaken.  They 
have  written  repeatedly  to  the  mi- 
niftry,  to  know  his  majefty’s  plea- 
lure  refpecting  it  ;  but  no  anfwer 
has  been  returned.  It  will  pro¬ 
bably  tumble  loon,  and  mull  ne- 
cefiarily,  from  its  prodigious 
heighth  and  fize,  draw  with  it  a 
c&nliderable  part  of  the  adjoining 
edifices. 

The  late  king  fequeftered  the 
revenues  of  the  abbey,  which  are 
very  ample.  A  prior  is  fubftituted 
inftead  of  the  abbot,  and  the  num¬ 
ber  of  religious  reduced  from  thirty 

to 
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to  fourteen.  Perhaps  a  few  years 
more  may  even  extinguifh  thei'e  ; 
and  St.  Michael  himfelf,  though 
compofed  of  gold,  be  melted  down 
to  iupport  the  expence  of  a  bal 
pare. — It  is  at  preient  confidered 
rather  as  a  prifon  of  hate,  and  will 
more  probably  be  repaired  on  that 
account,  than  as  an  erection  of 
piety.  The  apartments  are,  at  this 
time,  occupied  by  many  illuftrious 
captives,  who  have  been  fent  here 
by  Lettres  de  cachet ,  for  crimes  of 
ftate.  They  are  contained  in  ftri&er 
or  eafier  confinement,  according; 
to  tne  royal  mandate.  There  are 
in  one  range  of  rooms  eight,  who 
eat  at  a  round  table  together. 
They  are  allowed  each  a  pint  of 
wine  ;  but  neither  knives  or  forks 
are  ever  given  them,  left  they 
fliould  commit  filicide,  to  efcape 
the  horrors  of  captivity.  No  per- 
Cm  is  permitted  to  enter  that  di- 
vdion  where  they  live,  or  can  hold 
any  converfation  with  them.  Four 
oi  thefe  arc  fent  here  lince  the  ac- 
celiion  of  his  prefent  majefty. 
There  are  others  who  have  the  li¬ 
berty  of  going  into  every  part  of 
the  Mount  without  reftraint  ;  but 
to  profit  of  this  permiffion  they 
mu  ft  be  habited  as  priefts,  and  of 
confequence,  univerfally  known. 
To  cicape,  one  fhould  fuppofe  im- 
poftible — but  what  cannot  human 
fubtlety  cfreCt,  when  pufhed  to  de- 
fpair  ?  It  is  only  fixteen  days  lince 

a  Monfieur  de  C - ,  who  had 

been  confined  ten  months,  fuc- 
cccded  in  an  attempt  to  fet  him¬ 
felf  free.  I  was  fhewn  the  place 
from  whence  he  let  himfelf  down 
by  a  rope  :  it  is  near  an  hundred 
feet  perpendicular.  He  crofted 
the  fands  immediately,  while  the 
fea  was  low  ;  and  it  is  imagined  he 
has  embarked  for  jerfey  or  Eng¬ 
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land,  as  no  intelligence  has  been 
received  concerning  him. 

Some  apartments  are  deflined  to 
a  fpecies  of  wretches  yet  more  de¬ 
plorable - I  mean  to  lunatics. 

There  are  feveral  of  high  rank. 
In  the  cloyfters  of  the  abbey,  a 
perfon  aceofted  me  in  very  polite 
terms.  Pie  was  apparently  above 
fifty  years  o£  age  ;  his  habit  was 
fqualid ;  at  his  button-hole  hung 
a  crofs  of  St.  Michael,  fantaflically 
adorned  with  ribbons.  His  face, 
though  brown  and  ftckly,  had  a 
fomewhat  noble,  commanding,  and 
engaging  ;  his  hair  of  a  deep 
black,  mixed  with  grey,  hung 
floating  upon  his  fnoulders  ;  and 
over  his  whole  perfon  was  an  air 
of  dignity  in  ruin.  It  was  the 
Marquis  de  R — ,  a  Breton  noble¬ 
man,  who  has  been  fhut  up  here 
live-and-twenty  years.  He  is  in¬ 
fane,  but  harmlefs,  and  perfedlly 
obfervant  of  all  the  forms  in  cul¬ 
tivated  life.  —  None  but  perfons 
of  qualify  are  ever  fent  here  on 
this  account. 

I  thought  the  age  of  pilgrima¬ 
ges  had  been  at  an  end  in  all  Eu¬ 
ropean  nations,  and  that  devotion 
contented  itfelf  with  venerating  its 
faints  at  home — but  will  you  be¬ 
lieve  it,  when  I  allure  you,  the 
number  of  pilgrims,  who  come  an- 
nually  to  pay  their  vows  to  Saint 
Michael  at  this  Mount,  are  be¬ 
tween  eight  and  ten  thoufand  ? 
They  are  moftly  peafants,  and 
men  of  mean  occupations  ;  but 
even  among  the  nobleffe  there  arc 
not  wanting  thofe,  who  are  in¬ 
duced  to  make  this  journey  from 
principles  of  piety.  The  little 
town  is  fometlmes  fo  crowded  with 
them,  that  not  a  bed  is  to  be  pro¬ 
cured.  I  faw  at  leaft  fix  when  [ 
was  there.  They  were  young  men 

and 


and  women.  Their  habit  exactly 
correfponded  with  our  ideas  of 
them,  as  drawn  from  ancient  bal¬ 
lads.  Their  hats  were  covered 
with  cockle  {hells,  laced  round  the 
edges  5  and  on  the  crown  was  a 
gilt  coronet,  above  which  was  the 
erofs.  A  ribbon  in  the  fame  form 
was  tied  acrofs  their  bread  ;  and 
all  over  their  cloaths  were  placed 
little  images  of  St.  Michael  van- 
quifhing  the  devil.  I  afked  them 
from  whence  they  came  ?  they 
laid,  from  Champagne  ;  a  very 
confiderable  diflance,  acrofs  all 
France.  I  put  feveral  qtieftions  to 
them  ;  and  they  would  willingly 
have  followed  me  when  I  went  up 
to  the  top  of  the  lieeple  ;  but  the 
Swifs,  who  was  well  a  ecu  itemed  to 
fee  thefe  poor  devotees  arrive,  re- 
pulfed  them  very  roughly  for  their 
temerity.  <c  Que  diable  !”  fays 
he,  <(  allez,  pifer  le  bon  Saint 
6t  Michel,  fi  voiis  voulez  !  Je  ne 
conduis  pas  le  menu  peuple  !” 
The  poor  pilgrims  retired  imme¬ 
diately,  without  a  word. - It  is 

fa  id,  the  late  Dauphin  was  here 
incog  about  nineteen  or  twenty 
years  ago  ;  and  the  old  man  who 
conducted  me  acrofs  the  funds,  af- 
f tired  me  he  had  the  honour  to  be 
his  highnefs’s  guide,  without 
knowing  at  the  time  his  rank.  His 
charatfer  was  that  of  a  bigot,  and 
I  am  not  at  all  furprized  at  fuch 
a,  proof  of  it. — At  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  clofe  to  the  waves,  is  a 
very  fine  well  of  frefh  water  ;  but 
as  this  might  and  would  be  un¬ 
doubtedly  poffeffed  by  an  enemy 
in  cafe  cf  a  liege,  they  have  con¬ 
trived  to  hollow  into  the  folid 
rock,  cillerns  proportionate  to 
every  other  part  of  the  building, 
and  capable  of  containing  many 


hundred  tuns  of  water ;  they  fay 
more  than  twelve  hundred.  Indeed, 
to  beliege  it  would  be  madnefs  :  a 
hundred  men  might  defend  it  a- 
gainft  ten  thoufand  affailants,  and 
any  number  of  veffels  ;  nor  could 
it  be,  if  taken,  converted  to  any 
fort  of  ufe. 

The  town  itfelf  is  almoft  as  cu¬ 
rious  as  any  other  part  of  the 
Mount.  I  doubt  not  there  are 
many  houfes  in  it  five  or  fix  hun¬ 
dred  years  old  ;  and  I  did  not  fee 
one  which  feemed  to  be  built  fmee 
Louis  the  Eleventh’s  time.  The 
whole  number  of  perfons  refident 
in  the  abbey,  and  in  the  town, 
does  not  exceed  a  hundred  and 
eighty,  in  time  peace.  A  mi¬ 
litia,  compofed  of  the  bourgeoifie, 
mount  guard  to  prevent  any  of  the 
prifoners  from  efcaping.  In  time 
of  war  there  are  live  hundred  fol- 
diers  commonly  in  garrifon  ;  and 
they  told  me  fo  vail  and  numerous 
are  the  chambers  in  different  parts, 
that  thirteen  thoufand  might  be 
difpofed  of  without  any  iort  oi 
inconvenience. 

They  fell  little  legendary  books 
in  the  town  ;  I  have  bought  them 
•all,  in  hopes  to  find  forne  hifforical 
anecdotes  or  traditions  refpedting 
the  place,  and  the  various  important 
events  or  lieges  it  has  undergone  ; 
— but  alas  !  this  is  a  vain  attempt. 
They  are  all  Huffed  with  miracles, 
and  abfurdities  too  ridiculous  to 
repeat  ;  and  St.  Michael  and  St. 
Aubert  are  the  only  heroes  who 
make  any  figure  in  the  annals  of 
monkery.-— I  would  moil  willingly 
have  infpedled  the  archives  which 
are  laid  up  in  the  abbey  ;  but  this 
is  not  permitted.  It  mull  be  a 
very  curious  refearcH,  fince  it  is 
probable  every  king  of  England, 

from 
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from  the  Conqueror  to  Henry  the 
Third,  had  been  many  times  here 
from  motives  of  devotion  or  curi- 
ofity. 

In  the  year  1090,  Robert  duke 
of  Normandy,  and  William  Rufus, 
befieged  their  brother  Henry  a  long 
time  in  the  Mont  St.  Michel.  It 
mull  be  prefumed  they  were  ma¬ 
ilers  of  the  foot  of  the  rock  ;  for 
otherwife  it  would  be  impracticable 
to  invcd  it.  The  prince  could 
never  have  been  reduced  to  fur- 
render  from  force  :  but  he  wanted 
water,  and  from  this  necellity  he 
was  on  the  point  of  yielding  the 
fortrcfs,  when  Robert  with  that 
benevolence  and  generofity  which 
marked  his  charaCter,  fent  him 
fome  pipes  of  wine  ;  and  this  fuc- 
cour,  (like  that  which  Henry  the 
Fourth  permitted  his  troops  to 
give  the  Parifians,)  enabled  Henry 
to  hold  out.  Rufus  reproached 
him  for  his  conduct  ;  “  What,” 
faid  Robert  ;  (<  fhall  we  fuller  our 
<c  brother  to  die  of  third  ? — And 
what  return  did  he  meet  with  ? 
An  imprifonment  of  twenty-eight 
years  in  a  vaulted  chamber  of 
Cardiff  caltle,  where  he  expired. 


An  Account  of  the  finding  or  forging 
of  fome  very  ingenious  Poems ,  attri¬ 
buted  to  Thomas  Rowley,  a  Priefl 
'  ofFh  riftol,  in  the  fifteenth  Century , 
and  others  of  his  Fellow- Citizens 
and  Cotemporaries  ;  and  of  the 
Pieces  themfelves ,  as  well  as  the 
very  extraordinary  P  erf  on  who 
firf  produced  them  ;  being  the  Pre¬ 
face,  Table  ^Contents,  Intro¬ 
ductory  Account,  and  Advertife- 
rnent,  prefixed  to  the  Collection 
sf  thefe  Pieces,  newly  publifhed. 


PREFACE. 

TPIE  poems,  which  make  the 
principal  part  of  this  col¬ 
lection,  have  for  fome  time  excited 
much  curiolity,  as  the  fuppofed 
productions  of  Thomas  Rowley ,  a 
pried  of  Bridol,  in  the  reigns  of 
Henry  VI.  and  Edward  IV.  They 
are  here  faithfully  printed  from  the 
mod  authentic  MSS.  that  could 
be  procured  ;  of  which  a  particu¬ 
lar  defeription  is  given  in  the 
Introductory  accouoit  of  the  feveral 
pieces ,  fubjoined  to  this  Preface. 
Nothing  more  therefore  feems  ne- 
ceffary  at  prefent,  than  to  inform 
the  reader  Ihortly  of  the  manner  in 
which  thefe  poems  were  fird 
brought  to  light,  and  of  the  au¬ 
thority  upon  which  they  are  aferib- 
ed  to  the  perfons  whofe  names 
they  bear. 

This  cannot  be  done  fo  fatisfac- 
torily  as  in  the  words  of  Mr. 
George  Catcott  of  Bridol,  to 
whofe  very  laudable  zeal  the  Pub¬ 
lic  is  indebted  for  the  moll  confi- 
derable  part  of  the  collection. 
His  account  of  the  matter  is  this  ; 
“  The  fird  difeovery  of  certain 
“  MSS.  having  been  depofited  in 
“  Redclift  church,  above  three 
“  centuries  ago,  was  made  in  the 
“  year  1768,  at  the  time  of  open- 
“  ing  the  new  Bridge  at  Bridol, 
“  and  was  owing  to  a  publication 
“  in  Farley’s  Weekly  Journal,  1  Oc- 
(i  tober  1768,  containing  an  Ac- 
(i  count  of  the  ceremonies  obferved 
“  at  the  opening  of  the  old  bridge , 
“  taken,  as  it  was  faid,  from  a 
“  very  ancient  MS.  This  excited 
“  the  curiolity  of  fome  perfons  to 
“  enquire  after  the  original.  The 
“  printer,  Mr.  Farley,  could  give 
“  no  account  of  it,  or  of  the  per- 

“  foil 


44  fon  who  brought  the  copy  ;  but 
se  after  much  enquiry  it  was  dif- 
5:4  covered,  that  the  peribn  who 
44  brought  the  copy  was  a  youth, 
<s  between  15  and  16  years  of 
e(  age,  whole  name  was  Thomas 
Chatterton,  and  wliofe  family 
had  be^n  fextons  of  Rcdclirt 
st  church  for  near  150  years.  Kis 
ts  Father,  who  was  now  dead, 
had  alfo  been  mailer  of  the  free- 
44  fchool  in  Pile-ftreet.  The  young; 

v  O 

4 4  man  was  at  /hit  very  unwilling 


**  to  difcover  from  whence  he  had 
44  the  original  ;  but,  after  many 
44  promifes  made  to  him,  he  was 
44  at  lalt  prevailed  on  to  acknow- 
4 4  ledge,  that  he  had  received  this, 
44  together  ’with  many  other  MSS . 
44  from  his  father,  who  had  found 
44  them  in  a  large  chert  in  an  up- 
44  per  room  over  the  chapel  on  the 
'4£  north  fide  of  Redclift  church. 

Soon  after  this  Mr.  Cateott 
commenced  his  acquaintance  with 
young  Chatterton  *,  and,  partly 

as 


*  The  hifiory  of  this  youth  is  fo  intimately  connedled  with  that  of  the  poems  now 
pub  lifted,  that  the  reader  cannot  be  too  early  apprized  of  the  principal  circumftances 
of  his  Ihort  life.  He  was  born  on  the  2.0th  of  November  175a,-  and  educated  at  a  cha- 
nty-khool  on  St.  AuguftinN  Back,  where  nothing  more  tvas  taught  than  reading,  wri¬ 
ting,  and  accounts.  At  the  age  or  fourteen,  he  was  articled  clerk  to  an  attorney, 
with  whom  he  continued  till  he  left  Briftol  in  April  r/70. 


Though  his  education  was  thus  confined,  he  difcovered  an  early  turn  towards  poe» 
fcry  ana  EnglilL  antiquities,  particularly  heraldiy.  How  foon  he  began  to  be  an  Au  ¬ 
thor  is  not  known.  In  the  'i  own  and  Country  Magazine  for  March  1769,  are  two  let- 
teis,  piobably,  from  him,  as  they  are  dated  at  Brillol,  and  fubfcribed  wito  his  ufual 
f'gnatuie,  D.  B.  The  fi  lt  contains  fhort  extraQs  from  two  MSS.  written  three  bun- 
^  dred years  ago  by  one  Rowley,  a  Monk”  concerning  drefs  in  the  age  of  Henry  II,  ; 
tiie  other,  “Eth  elgar,  a  Saxon  poem”  in  bombatl  prole.  In  the  fame  Magazine 
ioi  i  iay  1  7^9*  are  three  communications  from  Briftol,  with  the  fame  hgnature,  D.  B. 
wz.  Geedick,  translated  from  the  Saxon  (in  the  fame  ftyle  with  Ethelgar,) 
P*  2,33."-  -Qtje  rotations  upon  S'ajdon  heraldry ,  with  drawings  of  Saxon  atchievements , 

o^c.  p.  2.45.— - -Eli  no  u  re  and  J  u  g  a  ,  written  three  hundred  years  ago  by  T.  Row- 

J--ET,  a  jecular  priefl,  pa.  2.73.  In  the  iublVquent  months  of  1769  and  1770  there  ar£ 
'eveial  other  pieces  in  the  lame  Magazine,  which  are  undoubtedly  of  his  compofition. 


InApiil  i770,  he  lei t  Briftol  and  came  to  London,  in  hopes  of  advancing  his  for¬ 
tune  by  his  talents  for  writing,  of  which,  .by  this  time,  he  conceived  a  very  high, 
opinion.  In  the  proiechtion  of  this  Ichepne,  he  appears  to  have  almoft  entirely  d*e- 
pen  ,  uPon  Lhe  P^rronage  of  a  let  of  gentlemen,  whom  an  eminent  author  long  ago 
point  gu  out,  as-  not  the very  geo  or  ft  judges  or  retarders  oft  merit,  the  book  fellers  of  this 
gi  eat  city.  At  his  fir  It  arrival  indeed  he  was  fo  unlucky  as  .to  find  two  of  his  expeHed 
Matcenafes,  the  one  in  the  KingVBench,  and  the  other  in  Newgate.  But  this  little 
^appointment  was  alleviated  by  the  encouragement  which  he  received  from  other 
quarters  •  and  on  the  14th  of  May  he  writes  to  his  mother,  in  high  fpirits  upon  the 
change  in  his  fixation,  with  the  following  larcaftic  reflection  upon  his  former  patrons 

Mr,  Sec.  &c.  they  rate  literary  him - 


at  Bi  iffol.  “  As  to  i\  jr. 
her  Jo  lew,  that  I  behe<ve  an  aut 


Mr. 


gupror,  in  their  estimation,  vnift  be  poor  indeed!  But  here 
er,s  “re  ol»er<unJe  Had  Rowley  been  a  Londoner  snftead  of  a  Briftowyan,  I  could 
have  lived  by  copying  bis  iVorks J 
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as  prefents,  partly  as  purchafes, 
P1  'ocured  from  him  copies  of  many 
of  his  MSS.  in  profe  and  verfe. 
Other  copies  were  difpofed  of,  in 
the  fame  way,  to  Mr.  William 
Barrett,  an  eminent  furgepn  at 
Brillol,  who  has  long  been  enga¬ 
ged  in  writing  the  hillory  of  that 
city.  Mr.  Barrett  alio  procured 
from  him  feveral  fragments,  feme 
of  a  confiderable  length,  written 
upon  vellum,  which  he  afferted  to 
be  part  of  his  original  MSS.  In 
(hort,  in  the  fpace  of  about  eighteen 
months,  from  October  1768  to 
April  177°)  befides  the  poems 
now  publifhed,  he  produced  as 
many  competitions,  in  profe  and 
verfe,  under  the  name  of  Rowley, 
Caqynge,  &c.  as  would  nearly  fill 
fuch  .another  volume. 

I11  April  1770  Chatterton  went 
to  London,  and  died  there  in  Au- 
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gull  following  ;  fo  that  the  whole 
hillory  of  this  very  extraordinary 
tranfatlion  cannot  now  probably 
be  known  with  any  certainty. 
Whatever  may  have  been  his  part 
in  it  ;  whether  he  was  the  author, 
or  only  the  copier  (as  he  conllant- 
ly  alferted)  of  all  thefe  produc¬ 
tions  ;  he  appears  to  have  kept 
the  fecret  entirely  to  himfelf  and 
not  to  have  put  in  the  power  of 
any  other  perfon,  to  bear  certain 
tellimony  either  to  his  fraud  or  to 
his  veracity. 

The  quellion  therefore  concern¬ 
ing  the  authenticity  of  thefe  poems 
mull  now  be  decided  by  an  exa¬ 
mination  of  the  fragments  upon 
vellum,  which  Mr.  Barrett  receiv¬ 
ed  from  Chatterton  as  part  of  his 
original  MSS.,  and  by  the  internal 
evidence  which  the  feveral  pieces 
afford.  If  the  fragments  fhall  be 


In  a  letter  to  his  lifter,  dated  30  May,  he  informs  her,  that  he  is  to  be  employed 
“  in  ‘writing  a  •voluminous  kijlory  of  London,  to  appear  in  numbers  the  beginning  of 
“  next  winter.'"  In  the  mean  time,  he  had  written  iomething  in  praife  of  the  Lord 
Mayor  (Beekford),  which  had  procured  him  the  honour  ot  being  prelented  to  his 
Lordlhip.  In  the  letter  juft  mentioned  he  gives  the  following  account  of  his  recepti¬ 
on,  with  fome  curious  oblervations  upon  political  writing  :  “  The  Lord  Mayor  re¬ 
ceived  me  as  politely  as  a  citizen  could.  But  the  devil  of  the  matter  is,  there  is  no 
money  to  be  got  of  this  fide  of  the  queftion. — But  he  is  a  poor  author  who  cannot 

write  on  both  fules. - Elfays  c-n  the  patriotic  fide  will  fetch  no  more  than  what  the 

copy  is  fold  for.  As  the  patriots  themfelves  are  ffearching  for  a  place,  they  have  no 

gratuity  to  fpare. - On  the  other  hand,  unpopular  eftays  will  net  even  be  accepted  ; 

and  you  mull  pay  to  have  them  printed  ;  but  then  you  feldom  lofe  by  it,  as  courtiers 
are  fo  lenfible  of  their  deficiency  in  merit,  that  they  generoully  reward  all  who  know 
how  to  dawb  them  with  the  appearance  of  it.5’ 

Notwithftanding  his  employment  on  theHiftory  of  London,  he  continued  to  write 
incefiantly  in  various  perodical  publications.  On  the  uth  of  July  he  tells  his  lifter  that 
he -had  pieces  laft  month  in  the  Gojpel  Magazine  ^  the  Town  and  Country ,  •viz.  Maria 
Friendlefs;  Falfe  Step;  Hunter  ot  Odoiities  ;  To  Mils  Bulb,  Sec.  Court  and  City  ;  Lon¬ 
don ;  Ftlitical  Regifier ,  See.  But  all  thele  exertions  of  his  genius  brought  in  lo  little 
profit,  that  he  was  loon  reduced  to  real  indigence  ;  from  which  he  was  relieved  by 
death  (in  what  manner  is  not  certainly  known),  on  the  2.4th  of  Auguft,  or  thereabout, 
when  he  wanted  near  three  months  to  complete  his  eighteenth  year.  The  floor  of 
his  chamber  was  covered  with  written  papers.,  which  he  bad  torn  into  fmall  pieces; 
but  there  was  no  appearance  (as  the  liditor  has  been  credibly  mfoimed)  of  any  writ¬ 
ings  on  parchment  or  vellum. 


judged 
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judged  to  be  genuine,  it  will  ftill 
remain  to  be  determined,  how  far 
their  genuinenefs  fhould  ferve  to 
authenticate  the  reft  of  the  collec¬ 
tion,  of  which  no  copies  older  than 
thofe  made  by  Chatteron,  have 
ever  been  produced.  On  the  other 
hand,  if  the  writing  of  the  Frag¬ 
ments  fhall  be  judged  to  be  coun¬ 
terfeit  and  forged  by  Chatterton, 
it  will  not  of  neceftity  follow  that 
the  matter  of  them  was  alfo  forged 
by  him,  and  ftill  lefs,  that  all  the 
other  compolitions,  which  he  pro- 
feffed  to  have  copied  from  ancient 
MSS.,  were  merely  inventions  of 
his  own.  In  either  cafe,  the  de~ 
cifion  muft  finally  depend  upon  the 
internal  evidence. 

It  may  be  expe&ed  perhaps,  that 
the  Editor  fhould  give  an  opinion 
upon  this  important  queftion  ;  but 
he  rather  choofes,  for  many  rea- 
fons,  to  leave  it  to  the  determina¬ 
tion  of  the  unprejudiced  and  intel¬ 
ligent  reader.  He  had  long  been 
defirous  that  thefe  poems  fhould  be 
printed  ;  and  therefore  readily  un¬ 
dertook  the  charge  of  fuperinted- 
ing  the  edition.  This  he  has  ex¬ 
ecuted  in  the  manner,  which  feem- 
ed  to  him  beft  fuited  to  fuch  a  pub¬ 
lication  ;  and  here  he  means  that 
his  talk  fhould  end.  Whether  the 
poems  be  really  ancient,  or  mo¬ 
dern  ;  the  compolitions  of  Row- 
ley,  or  the  forgeries  of  Chatterton  ; 
they  muft  always  be  confidered  as 
a  moft  fingular  literary  curiofity. 
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Eclogue  the  First. 

Eclogue  the  Second. 

Eclogue  the  Third. 

Thefe  thrill  Eclogues  are  print  ¬ 
ed  from  a  MS.  furnifhed  by  Mr. 
Catcott,  in  the  hand  writing  of 
Thomas  Chatterton.  It  is  a  thin 
copy-book  in  qto.  with  the  follow¬ 
ing  title  in  the  firft  page  (i  Eclo¬ 
gues  and  other  Poems  by  Thomas 
i<  Rowley,  <ivitb  a  Glojfary  and  An- 
notations  by  Thomas  Chatter- 
u  ton.” 


There 
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There  is  only  one  other  poem  place  where  the  church  of  Saint 
in  this  book,  viz.  the  fragment  of  Mary  Ratcliffe  now  Hands.  Mr. 
“  Goddwyn,  a  Tragedies”  •  Barrett  has  a  fmall  leaf  of  vel¬ 

lum  (given  to  him  by  Chatterton 

Elinoure  and  Juga. - This  as  one  of  Rowley’s  original  MSS.), 

poem  is  reprinted  from  the  Town  entitled,  “  Vita  de  Simon  de  Bour- 


and  Country  Magazine  for  May 
1769,  p.273.  It  is  there  entitled, 
u  Elbioare  and  Juga.  Written  three 
hundred  years  ago  by  T.  Rowley ,  fe- 
cular  priej} And  it  has  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fubfcription “  D.  B.Bri- 
Hol,  May,  1 769.”  Chatterton 
foon  after  told  Mr.  Catcott,  that 
he  (Chatterton)  inferted  it  in  the 
Magazine. 

The  prefent  Editor  has  taken 
the  liberty  to  fupply  [between 
hooks]  the  names  of  the  fpeakers, 
at  ver.  z  2  and  29  which  had  pro¬ 
bably  been  omitted  by  forne  ac¬ 
cident  in  the  firil  publication  ;  as 
the  nature  of  the  compofition  feems 
to  require,  that  the  dialogue  fhould 
proceed  by  alternate  Hanzas. 

Verses  to  Lydgate. 

Songe  to  JElla. 

Lydgate’s  Answer. 

Thefe  three  fmall  poems  are 
printed  from  a  copy  in  Mr.  Cat- 
cott’s  hand-writing.  Since  they 
were  printed  off,  the  Editor  has 
had  an  opportunity  of  comparing 
them  with  a  copy  made  by  Mr. 
Barrett  from  the  piece  of  vellum, 
which  Chatterton  formerly  gave 
to  him  as  the  original  MS. 

The  Tournament. - This 

poem  is  printed  from  a  copy  made 
by  Mr.  Catcott,  from  one  in  Chat- 
terton’s  hand-writing. 

Sir  Simon  de  Bouiton,  the  hero 
of  this  poem,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
been  the  firH  founder  of  a  church 
dedicated  to  oure  Ladle ,  in  the 


ton,”  in  which  Sir  Simon  is  faid, 
as  in  the  poem,  to  have  begun  his 
foundation  in  confequence  of  a  vow 
made  at  a  tournament. 

The  Dethe  of  Syr  Charles 
Bawdin. — This  poem  is  reprint¬ 
ed  from  the  copy  printed  at  Lon¬ 
don  in  1772,  with  a  few  correc¬ 
tions  from  a  copy  made  by  Mr. 
Catcott,  from  one  in  Chatterton’s 
hand- writing;. 

The  perfon  here  celebrated,  un¬ 
der  the  name  ,of  Syr  Charles  Baw¬ 
din,  was  probably  Sir  Baldewyn 
Fulford,  Knt,  a  zealous  Lanca- 
ftrian,  who  was  executed  at  Briffol 
in  the  latter  end  of  1461,  the  firff 
year  of  Edward  the  Fourth.  He 
was  attainted,  with  many  others, 
in  the  general  act  of  Attainder, 

1  Edw.  IV.  but  he  feems  to  have 
been  executed  under  a  fpecial  com- 
miffion  for  the  tryal  of  treafons, 
&c.  within  the  town  of  BriftoL 
The  fragment  of  the  old  chronicle, 
publiihed  by  Hearne  at  the  end  of 
Sprotti  Chronica ,  p.  289.  fays  only  ; 
“  Item  the  fame y ere  (1  Edw.  IV.  ) 
was  takin  Sir  Baldewine  Fulford  and 
behedid  at  Briflow .”  But  the  mat¬ 
ter  is  more  fully  ftated  in  the  aft 
which  paffed  in  7  Edw.  IV.  for  the 
reftitution  in  blood  and  eftate  of 
Thomas  Fulford,  Knt.  eldeft  fou 
of  Baldewyn  Fulford,  late  of 
Fulford,  in  the  county  of  Hevon- 
fhire,  Knt.  Rot.  Pat .  8  Edw.  IV. 
p.  1.  m.  13.  The  preamble  of  this 
aft,  after  Hating  the  attainder  by 
the  act  1  Edw.  I  V.  goes  on  thus  : 
u  And  alfo  the  faid  Baldewyn,  the 
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faid  firft  yere  of  youre  noble  reign, 
at  Briftowe  in  the  (here  of  Briftowe, 
before  Henry  Erie  of  Eftex  Wil- 
Ham  Haftyngs  of  Haftyngs  Knt, 
Richard  Chock  William  Canyng 
Mai  re  of  the  faid  towne  of  Bri¬ 
ftowe  and  Thomas  Yong,  by  force 
of  your  letters  patentes  to  theyme 
and  other  direct c  to  here  and  de¬ 
termine  all  treefqns  Sec,  doon 
withyn  the  laid  towne  of  Briftowe 
Defore  the  vth  day  of  September 
the  fir  ft  yere  of  your  faid  reign, 
was  atteynt  ot  divers  trelons  by 
liim  doom  ayenft  your  Highnes 
It  the  commillion  fate  foon 
after  the  vth  of  September,  as  is 
moft  probable,  King  Edward 
might  very  poffibly  be  at  Briftol  at 
the  time  of  Sir  Baldffoyne’s  execu¬ 
tion  ;  for  in  the  interval  between 
liis  coronation  and  the  parliament 
which  met  in  November,  he  made 
a  progrefs  (as  the  Continuator  of 
Stowe  informs  (is,  p.  416.)  by  the 
Bouth  coaft  into  the  Weft,  and  was 
(among  other  places)  at  Briftol. 
Indeed  there  is  a  circumftance 
which  1  might  lead  us  to  believe, 
that  he  was  actually  a  fpeflator  of 
the  execution  from  the  minfter- 
window,  as  deferibed  in  the  poem. 
In  an  old  accompt  of  the  Procu¬ 
rators  of  St.  E win’s  church,  which 
was  then  the  minfter,  from  xx 
March  in  the  1  Edward  IV.  to 
I  April  in  the  year  next  enfuing, 
is  the  following  article,  according 
to  a  copy  made  by  ' Mr.  Catcott 
from  the  original  book. 

44  Item  for  wafloyngc  ) 
t be  church payven  ageyns  I  ....  ,  , 

Kynge  Edward  flth  is  f  11  -  °M 
corny  ngeE  J 

./Ella,  a  tragyeal  enterlude. — 
This  poem,  with  the  Epiflle,  Let- 
ter}  and  Entrodudlionne,  is  printed 
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from  a  folio  MS.  furnilhed  by  Mr# 
Catcott,  in  the  beginning  of  >vhich 
lie  has  written,  “  Chatterton’s 
tranfeript,  1769.”  The  whole 
tranfeript  is  of  Chatterton’s  hand¬ 
writing. 

Goddwyn,  a  tragedie — —This 
fragment  is  printed  from  the  MS. 
mentioned  above,  in  Chatterton’s 
hand -writing. 

English  Metamorphosis.— 
This  poem  is  printed  from  a  An¬ 
gle  fheet  in  Chatterton’s  hand¬ 
writing,  communicated  by  Mr. 
Barrett,  who  received  it  from 
Chatterton. 

Balade  of  Cha.ritie.~~ —  This 
poem  is  alfo  printed  from  a  Angle 
fheet  in  Chatterton’s  hand-writ- 
ing. 

Battle  of  Hastings,  N°  i. 
Battle  of  Hastings,  N°  2. 

In  printing  the  firft  of  thefe 
poems  two  copies  have  been  made 
ufc  of,  both  taken  from  copies  of 
Chatterton’s  hand  writing,  the  one 
by  Mr.  Catcott,  and  the  other  by 
Mr,  Barrett.  The  principal  dif¬ 
ference  between  them  is  at  the 
end,  where  the  latter  has  fourteen 
lines  from  ver.  550,  which  are 
wanting  in  the  former.  The  fe- 
cond  poem  is  printed  from  a  Angle 
copy,  made  by  Mr.  Barrett  from 
one  in  Chatterton’s  hand-writing. 

It  fhould  be  ohferved,  that  the 
poem  marked  N°  i,  Was  given  to 
Mr.  Barrett  by  Chatterton  with 
the  following  title  ;  “  Battle  of 
Ha. flings ,  wrote  by  Turgot  the  Monk, 
a  Saxon ,  in  the  tenth  century ,  and 
iranjlated  by  Thomas  Row  lie,  pariflh 
preefle  of  St.  Johns  in  the  city  of 

Brflcfl 
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Brijiol ,  in  the  year  1465  — 7 he  re - 
viainder  oj  the  poem  I  have  not  been 
happy  enough  to  meet  •with,”*.  Being 
afterwards  preft  by  Mr.  Barrett  to 
produce  any  part  of  this  poem  in 
the  original  hand-writing,  he  at 
lail  laid,  that  lie  wrote  this  poem 
himfeif  for  a  friend  ;  but  that  he 
had  another,  the  copy  of  an  ori¬ 
ginal  by  Rowley  :  and  being  then 
delircd  to  produce  that  other  poem, 
he,  after  a  coiifiderable  interval  of 
time,  brought  to  Mr.  Barrett  the 
poem  marked  K°  2,  as  far  as 
ver.  530  inch  with  the  following 
title  ;  i(  Battle  oj  Hafiyngs  by  Tur¬ 
got  us,  tranjlated  by  Rouble  for  IV. 
Canynge  FfqP  The  lines  from 
ver.  531  inch  were  brought  fome 
tifhe  after,  in  coniequence  of  Mr. 
Barrett’s  repeated  folicitations  for 
the  conclufion  of  the  poem. 

Onn  oure  Ladies  Chyrche. 

On  the  same. 

The  firft  of  thefe  poems  is  print¬ 
ed  from  a  copy  made  by  Mr.  Cat- 
cott,  from  one  in  Chatterton’s 
hand-writing. 

The  other  is  taken  from  a  MS. 
in  Chatterton’s  hand.- writing,  fur- 
riilhed  by  Mr.  Catcott,  entitled, 
ii  ^  Difcourfe  on  Brijiowe,  by  Tho- 
u  mas  Row  lie .” 

Epitaph  on  Robert  Canynge. 
This  is  one  of  the  fragments  of 
vellum,  given  by  Chatterton  to 
Mr.  Barrett,  as  part  of  his  original 
JVl  S  S. 

The  Storie  of  William  Can- 
nynge.  —  The  34  find  lines  of 
this  poem  are  extant  upon  another 
of  the  vellum  fragments,  given  by 
Chatterton  to  Mr.  Barrett.  The 
remainder  is  printed  from  a  copy 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


furn iflied  by  Mr.  Catcott,  with 
fome  corrections  from  another 
copy,  made  by  Mr.  Barrett  from 
one  in  Chatterton’s  hand-writing* 
This  poem  makes  part  of  a  prole 
work,  attributed  to  Rowley,  giv¬ 
ing1  an  account  ol  Painters,  Car¬ 
ey  . 

veilsr s.  Poets ,  and  other  eminent 
natives  of  Briftol,  from  the  earl Left, 
times  to  his  own.  The  whole 
will  be  publifhed  by  Mr.  Barrett, 
with  remarks  and  large  additions  : 
among  which  we  may  expeCt  a 
complete  and  authentic  hiftory  of 
that  diftinguifhed  citizen  of  Bri¬ 
ftol,  Mr.  William  Canynge.  In 
the  mean  time,  the  reader  may  fee 
feveral  particulars  relating  to  him 
in  CambdeP s  Britannia ,  Somerfet, 
Col.  95. — - — RymePs  Feeder  a ,  &c. 
anu.  14.49  &  1450. —  Tanners  Riot. 
Monafty  Art.  Bristol  and  West* 

bury  . - Dugd ale’s  Warwickshire , 

p.  634. 

It  may  be  proper  juft  to  remark 
here,  that  Mr.  Canynge’s  brother, 
mentioned  in  ver.  129,  who  was 
lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1456, 
is  called  Thomas  by  Stowe  in  his 
Lilt  of  Mayors,  &c. 

The  tranfaCtion  alluded  to  in 
the  laid  ftanza  is  related  at  large  in 
fome  Profe  Memoirs  of  Rowley,  of 
which  a  very  incorrect  copy  has 
been  printed  in  the  Town  and 
Country  Magazine  for  November 
1775.  It  is  there  faid,  that  Mr. 
Canynge  went  into  orders,  to  avoid 
a  marriage,  propofed  by  King 
Edward,  between  him  and  a  lady 
of  the  Widdeville  family.  It  is 
certain,  from  the  Regifter  of  the 
Bifhop  of  Worcefter,  that  Mr. 
Canynge  was  ordained  Acolythe  by 
Bifhop  Carpenter  on  19th  Septem¬ 
ber  1467,  and  received  the  higher 
orders  of  Subdeaeon,  Deacon,  and 

M  .  Pr’lSjly 
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Prieft ,  on  the  1 2th  of  March, 
1467,  0.  S.  the  2d  and  16th  of 
April,  1468,  refpeCtively. 

Oh  Happinesse,  by  William 
Canynge . 

Qnne  Johne  a  Dalbenie,  by 
the  fame. 

The  Gouler’s  Requiem,  by 
the  fame. 

The  Accounte  of  W.  Ca- 
nynge’s  Fsaste. 

Of  thefe  four  poems  attributed 
to  Mr.  Canynge,  the  three  fitft 
are  printed  from  Mr.  Catcott’s 
copies.  The  laft  is  taken  from  a 
fragment  of  vellum,  which  Chat- 
terton  gave  to  Mr.  Barrett  as  an 
original.  The  Editor  has  doubts 
about  the  reading  of  the  fecond 
word  in  ver.  7,  but  he  has  printed 
it  kerne ,  as  he  found  it  fo  in  other 
copies.  The  reader  may  judge  for 
himfelf,  by  examining  the  Facft- 
mile  in  the  oppofite  page. 

With  refpeCl  to  the  three  friends 
of  Mr.  Canynge  mentioned  in  the 
laft  line,  the  name  of  Rowley  is 
fulftciently  known  from  the  prece¬ 
ding  poems.  Ifcamum  appears 
as  an  aflor  in  the  tragedy  of  Mila , 
and  in  that  of  Goddwyn ;  and  a 
poem,  afcribed  to  him,  entitled 
“  The  merry  Pricks  of  Laymington 
is  inferted  in  the  “  Difcorfe  of  Brif- 
“  towed*  Sir  Theobald  Gorges  was  a 
knight  of  an  antient  family  feated 
at  Wraxhall,  within  a  few  miles 
of  Briftol  [See  Rot.  Pari.  3  H.  VI. 
n.  28.  Poland*  s  It  in.  vol.  VII. 
p.  98.]  He  has  alfo  appeared 
above  as  an  aCtor  in  both  the  tra¬ 
gedies,  and  as  the  author  of  one 
of  the  My nf  relies  fonges  in  Mila. 
His  connection  with  Mr.  Canynge 
is  verified  by  a  deed  of  the  latter, 
dated  20  Obfober,  1467,  in  which 
he  gives  to  truftees,  in  part  of  a. 


benefaCtion  of  500/.  to  the  church 
of  St.  Mary  Redcliffe,  “  certain 
Jewells  c'/'Sir  Theobald  Gorges  Knt.” 
which  had  been  pawned  to  him  for 
160  L 

ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  reader  is  deftred  to  obferve, 
that  the  notes  at  the  bottom  of  the 
feveral  pages,  are  all  copied  from 
MSS.  in  the  hand-writing  of  Tho -* 
mas  Chatterton . 

We  fhall  give  a  fpecimen  of  the 
foregoing  pieces  in  our  article  of 
Poetry.  > 


A  Jhort  Account  of  William  Can¬ 
nings,  the  Perfon  fo  often  men¬ 
tioned  in  the  preceding  Article , 
Founder  of  St.  Mary  Redcliffe’s 
Church  in  Briftol.  Wrote  by  the 
foregoing  Thomas  Rowlie,  Prieft? 
in  the  Tear  1460. 

I  Was  fadre  confeffourto  mafteres 
Robert  and  m  a  ft  re  William 
Cannings.  Maftre  Roberte  was  a 
man  after  his  fadre’s  own  harte, 
greedie  of  gaynes  and  fparyngs  of 
alms  deedes  ;  but  maftre  William 
was  mickle  courteous,  and  gave  me 
many  marks  in  my  needs.  At  the 
age  of  22  years  deceas’d  matter 
Roberte,  and  by  mailer  William’s 
defyre,  bequeathed  me  one  hun¬ 
dred  marks  ;  I  went  to  thank  ma¬ 
iler  William  for  his  mickle  cour- 
teiie,  and  to  make  tender  of  my 
felfe  to  him.  Fadre,  quod  he,  I 
have  a  crotchett  in  my  brayne  that 
will  neede  your  aide.  Matter  Wil¬ 
liam,  faid  I,  if  you  command  me 
I  will  go  to  Roome  for  you  ;  not 
fo  farr  diftant,  faid  he  :  I  ken  you 
for  a  mickle  learnd  prieft,  if  you 
will  leave  the  paryfh  of  our  ladie, 
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and  travel  for  mee,  it  fliall  be 
rtii c hie  to  your  profits. 

I  gave  my  hands*  and  he  told 
mee  I  mud  ?oe  to  all  the  abides 

o 

and  pryorys,  and  gather  together 
auncient  drawyings,  if  of  anie  ac¬ 
count  at  any  price.  Confented  I 
to  the  fame,  and  purfuant  fett  out 
the  Mundaie  following  for  the  mi- 
nifter  of  our  ladie  and  Sarah  Good- 
wyne,  where  a  drawing  of  a  fteeple, 
contryvd  for  the  belles  when  runge 
to  fwaie  out  of  the  fvde  into  the 

J 

ayre,  had  I  thence  :  it  was  done 
by  Syr  Symon  de  Mambrie,  who 
in  the  troublefomme  rayne  of  kyng 
Stephen  devoted  himfelfe,  and  was 
(home. 

Havvkes  Ihowd  me  a  manufeript 
in  Saxonne,  but  I  was  onley  to 
bargayne  for  drawyngs* — The  next 
drawyngs  I  metten  with  was  a 
church  to  be  reard,  fo  as  in  form 
of  a  crofs,  the  end  Handing  in  the 
ground,  a  large  manufeript  was  an¬ 
nexed.  Mailer  Canning*  thought 
no  workman  could  be  found  handle 
enough  to  do  it. — The  tale  of  the 
drawers  deferveth  relation.— -Tho¬ 
mas  de  Blanderville,  a  preeile,  al¬ 
though  the  preeile  had  no  allows, 
lovd  a  fair  mayden,  and  on  her 
begett  a  fonn.  Thomas  educated 
his  fonn  ;  at  fixteen  years  he  went 
into  the  warrs,  and  neer  did  return 
for  five  years. — His  mother  was 
married  to  a  knight  and  bare  a 
daughter,  then  fixteen,  who  was 
feen  and  lovd  by  Thomas,  fon  of 
Thomas,  and  married  to  him  un¬ 
known  to  her  mother,  by  Ralph  de 
Mefching,  of  the  Minfter,  who  in¬ 
vited,  as  cuftom  was,  two  of  his 
brothers,  Thomas  de  Blundervihe 
and  John  Hefchamme.  Thomas 
neverthelefs  had  not  feen  his  fonn 
for  five  years,  kenned  him  in- 
ftantly ;  and  learning  the  name 
of  the  bryde,  toke  him  afyde  and 


difclofd  to  him  that  lie  was  his 
fonn,  and  was  wedded  to  his  own 
fill  re. — Yoyng  Thomas  toke  on  fo 
that  he  was  fnorne. 

He  drew  manie  fine  drawyings 
on  p-lafs. 

f) 

The  abott  of  the  minller  of  Pe~ 
terbiirrow  fold  it  me,  he  might 
have  baruavnd  20  marks  better, 

O  * 

but  mailer  William  would  not  de¬ 
part  with  it.  The  prior  of  Co* 
ventree  did  fell  me  a  picture  of 
great  account,  made  by  Badilian 

O  '  * 

Y’ailyanne,  who  did  lyve,  in  the 
rayne  of  kynge  Henrie  the  Firll, 
a  man  of  fickle  temper,  havyng 
been  tendred  fyx  pounds  of  lilver 
for  it,  to  which  he  faid  naie,  and 
afterwards  did  give  it  to  the  then 
abott  of  Coventree.  In  brief,  I 
gathered  together  manie  marks  va¬ 
lue  of  fine  drawyings,  all  the  works 
of  mickle  cunning. — Mailer  Wil* 
liam  culld  the  moll  choife  parts* 
but  hearing  of  a  drawying  in  Dur¬ 
ham  church  hee  did  fend  me. 

Fadree  you  have  done  mickle 
well,  all  the  chatills  are  more  worth 
then  you  gave  ;  take  this  for  your 
paynes  :  fo  faying,  he  did  put  into 
my  hands  a  purfe  of  two  hun¬ 
dreds  good  pounds,  and  did  lay 
that  I  fhoiild  note  be  in  need  :  I 
did  thank  him  moil  heartily. — - 
The  choife  drawyrtg,  when  his 
fadre  did  dye,  was  begunn  to  be 
put  up,  and  fomme  houfes  neer 
the  old  church  erafed  ;  it  was  drawn 
by  Aflema,  preell  of  St.  Cutch- 
burts,  and  offered  as  a  drawyng  for 
Wellminller,  but  call  afyde,  being 
the  tender  did  not  fpeak  French. 
— I  had  now  mickle  of  ryches,  and 
lyvd  in  a  houfe  on  the  hyll,  often 
repayrings  to  maftere  William, 
who  was  now  lord  of  the  houfe.  I 
fent  him  my  verfes  , touching  his 
church,  for  which  he  did  fend  me 
mickle  good  things. — In  the  year 
M 2  Kyng 
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Kyng  Edward  came  to  Briilow, 
Mailer  Cannings  fend  for  me  to 
avoid  a  marriage  which  the  kyng 
was  bent  upon  between  him  and  a 
ladie  he  neer  had  feen,  of  the  fa- 
milee  of  the  Win'ddevilles,  the 
danger  where  niVh,  unlefs  avoided 

O  O  7 

by  oiie  remidee,  an  holie  one,  which 
was,  to  be  ordained  a  fonn  of  holy 
church,  beyng  franke  .  from  the 
power  of  kynges  in  that  caufe,  and 
can  be  wedded. —  Mr.  Cannings 
iniiantly  fent  me  to  carpenter,  his 
good  friend,  bilhop  of  Worcefter, 
and  the  Fryday  following  was  pre- 
paird,  and  ordaynd  the  next  day, 
the  daie  of  St  Mathew,  and  on 
Sunday  lung  his  firil  mafs  in  the 
church  of  our  ladie,  to  the  aftoniffi- 
ing  or  kyng  Edward,  who  was  fo 
furioufly  madd  and  ravyngs  withal], 
that  mailer  Canning’s,  was  wyllmg 
to  give  him  3000  rnarkes,  Vhich 
made  him  peace  again,  and  he  was 
admytted  to  tire  prefence  of  the 
kyng,  fiaid  in  Briilow,  partook  of 
all  his  pleafures  and  paftimes  till 

he  q._  carted  the  next  year. 

__  * 

1  gave  maker  Cannings  my  Bri¬ 
ilow  tragedy,  for  which  he  gave 
me  in  hands  twentie  pounds,  and 
did  praiie  it  more  than  I  did  think 
myfelf  did  deierve,  for  I  can  fay 
m  troth,  I  was  never  proud  of  my 
verfes  fince  I  did  read  mailer  Chau¬ 
cer  ;  and  now  having  nought  to 
do*  and  not  wyling  to  be  ydle,  I 
avent  to  the  miniler  of  our  Ladie 
and  Saint  Goodwin,  and  then  did 
purchafe  the  Saxon  manufcripts, 
and  iett  my  felf  diligently  to  trail - 
Hate  and  worde  it  in  Englilh  metre, 
which  in  one  year  I  performed  and 
fettled  it  the  Battle  of  riaftyngs  ; 
mailer  William  didbargayn  for  one 
to  be  munufeript,  and  John  Pel¬ 
ham,  an  e (quire  of  Abbey,  for 
another.  Mailer  W  illiam  did  praiie 
it  muckle  greatly,  but  advifed  me 


to  tender  .it  to  no  man,  keying  the 
man  whofe  name  where  therein 
mentioned  would  be  offended.  He 
gave  me  20  rnarkes,  and  I  did  gee 
to  Afliley,  to  mailer  Pelham,  to 
be  paid  of  him  for  the  other  one  I 
left  with  him. 

But  his  ladie  being  of  the  family 
of  the  Fifcamps,  of  whom  forne 
things  are  faid,  he  told  me  had 
burnt  it,  and  would  have  me  burnt 
too  if  I  did  not  avaunt.  Hureing 
this  dinn  his  wife  did  come  out, 
and  made  a  dinn  to  fpeak  by  a 
figure  would  have  over  founded  the 
bells  of  our  E^die  of  the  Cliffe  ;  I 
was  fain  content  to  get  away  in  a 
fafe  (kin. 

I  wrote  my  Juftice  of  Peace, 
winch  mailer  Cannings  advifed  me 
fecrett  to  keep,  which  I  did  ;  and 
now  being  grown  aimcient  1  was 
feized  with  great  pains,  which  did 
cod  me  mickle  of  rnarkes  to  be 
cured  off. — Mailer  William  offered 
me  a  Cannon’s  place  in  Weffbury 
Collige,  which  gladly  had  I  ac¬ 
cepted,  but  my  pains  made  me  to 
ftaie  at  home.  After  this  mif- 
chance  I  livd  in  a  houfe  by  the 
Tower,  which  has  not  been  repaird 
iince  Robert  Confull  of  Glouceffer 
repayrd  the  cadle  and.  wall  ;  here 
I  iivd  warm,  but  in  my  houfe  on 
the  hyil  the  aver  was  mickle  keen  ; 
fome  rnarkes  itcoft  me  to  put  it  in 
repair  my  new  houfe,  and  brynging 
my  chatties  from  the  ould  ;  it  was 
a  fine  houfe,  and  I  much  marville 
it  was  untenanted.  A  perfon  greedy 
of  gains  was  the  then  pofleflbur, 
and  of  him  I  did  buy  it  at  a  very 
(mall  rate,  having  lookd  on  the 
groundworks  and  niayne  fupports, 
and  fynding  them  (launch,  and 
repayrs  no  need  wanting,  1  did  buy 
of  the  owner,  Geoffry  Coombe, 
on  a  repayring  leafe  for  99  years, 
he  thinkying  it  would  fall  down 

everic 
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fverie  day  ;  but  with  a  few  markes 
expence  did  put  it  up  in  a  manner 
neat,  and  therein  I  lvvd. 


Sortie  A c count  cf the  Prerogatives,  &c. 
at  Sarum,  efpecially  of  the  Epif- 
copus  Puerorum  ;  a  very  Jingular 
Inftitation,  obferved  in  the  Cathe¬ 
drals  of  England  before  the  Re¬ 
formation,  in  Memory  of  St.  Ni¬ 
cholas,  Bijbop  of  Mvra,  in  Lycia, 
Jurnamed  the  Child  Biihop,  and 
the  Patron  of  young  Scholars  among 
the  Roman  (hat holies.  From  Sir 
John  Hawkins’s  Hi  dory  of  the 
Science  and  Practice  of  Mufick. 

HE  was  to  be  defied  from 
among  the  chorifters,  on  the 
anniverfary  of  St.  Nicholas,  being 
the  fixth  day  of  December ;  was 
inverted  with  great  authority,  and 
had  the  ftate  of  a  diocefan  biihop, 
from  the  time  of  his  election  until 
Innocent’s  Day,  as  it  is  called,  be¬ 
ing  the  28th  of  the  fame  month. 
He  was  to  bear  the  name  and  main¬ 
tain  the  hate  of  a  biihop,  habited 
with  a  crolier  or  paftoral-llaff  in  his 
hand,  and  a  mitre  on  his  head. 
His  fellows,  the  reft  of  the  children 
of  the  choir,  were  to  take  upon 
them  the  ftyle  and  office  cf  pre  • 
bendaries,  and  yield  to  the  biihop 
canonical  obedience  ;  and,  farther, 
the  fame  fervice  as  the  very  biihop 
himfelf,  with  his  dean  and  preben¬ 
daries,  had  they  been  to  officiate, 
were  to  have  performed,  the  very 
fame,  mafs  excepted,  was  done  by 
the  choriiter  and  his  canons,  upon 
the  eve  and  the  holiday.  The  ufe 
of  Sarum  required  alfo,  that  upon 
the  eve  of  Innocent’s  Day,  the 


chorifter  biihop,  with  his  fellows, 
fhouhl  go  in  folemn  proceffion  to 
the  altar  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  in* 
copes,  and  with  burning  tapers  in 
their  hands  ;  and  that  during  the 
proceffion,  three  of  the  boys  fliould 
ling  certain  hymns,  mentioned  in  , 
the  rubric.  The  proceffion  was 
made  through  the  great  door  at  the 
well  end  of  the  church,  in  fuch  or¬ 
der,  that  the  dean  and  canons  went 
foremort,  the  chaplain  next,  and 
the  biihop,  with  his  little  preben¬ 
daries,  lall ;  agreeable  to  that  rule 
in  the  ordering  of  ail  proceffion s, 
which  affigns  the  rearward  jlation 
to  the  moil  honourable.  In  the 
choir  was  a  feat  or  throne  for  the 
biihop  ;  aaid  as  to  the  reil  of  the 
children,  they  were  difpofed  on 
each  fide  of  the  chop,  upon  the  up- 
pcrmoll  afeent.  And  fo  careful 
was  the  church  to  prevent  any  dis¬ 
order  which  the  rude  curiofity  of 
the  multitude  might  occafion  in  the 
celebration  of  this  lingular  cere¬ 
mony,  that  their  flatutes  forbid  all 
perfons  whatfoever,  under  pain  of 
the  greater  excommuncation,  to  in¬ 
terrupt  or  prefs  upon  the  children, 
either  in  the  proceffion,  or  during 
any  part  of  the  fervice  directed  by 
the  rubric  ;  or  any  way  to  hinder 
or  interrupt  them  in  the  execution 
or  performance  of  what  it  concerned 
them  to  do.  Farther  it  appears, 
that  this  infant -biihop  did,  to  a 
certain  limit,  receive  to  his  own 
ule,  rents,  capons,  and  other  emo¬ 
luments  of  the  church. 

In  cafe  the  little  biihop  died 
within  the  month,  his  exequies 
were  folemnized  with  great  pomp  ; 
and  he  was  interred,  like  other  bi- 
fhops,  with  all  his  ornaments. 
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Valour ,  PairiGt'ijhh  and  Friendship. ,  pies,  I  mean  thofe  which  recom¬ 
mend  fictitious  vjrtues  produ<5divq 


r weighed  in  the  Ballanes  of  ChriJ'- 
tianity.  By  Soame  Jenyns,  Efq; 
From  that  Gentleman* s  celebrated 
View  of  the  Internal  Evidence 
of  the  Chriflian  Religion. 

MY  third  propofition  is  this  ; 

that  from  this  book  called 
the  New  Teftament,  may  be  col- 
levied  a  fyitern  of  ethics,  in  which 
every  moral  precept  founded  on 
reafon  is  carried  to  a  higher  degree 
of  purity  and  perfection,  than  in 
any  other  of  the  ancient  philofo- 
phers  of  preceding  ages  ;  every 
moral  precept  founded  on  falfe 
principles  is  entirely  omitted,  and 
many  new  precepts  added,  pecu¬ 
liarly  correfponding  with  the  new 
cbjedb  of  this  religion. 

By  moral  precepts  founded  on 
reaion,  I  mean  all  thofe,  which  en¬ 
force  the  practice  of  fuch  duties  as 
reafon  informs  us  muft  improve 
our  natures,  and  conduce  to  the 
happinefs  of  mankind  :  fuch  are 
piety  to  God,  benevolence  to  men, 
juftice,  charity,  temperance,  and 
fobriety,  with  all  thofe,  which  pro¬ 
hibit  the  ccmmiffion  of  the  con¬ 
trary  vices,  all  which  debate  our 
natures,  and,  by  mutual  injuries, 
introduce  univerfai  dtforder,  and 
eonfequently  univerfai  mifery.  By 
precepts  founded  on  falfe  priuci- 


of  none  of  thefe  ialutary  e fleas, 
and  therefore,  however  celebrated 
and  admired,  are  in  faff  no  virtues 
at  all  ;  fuch  are  valour,  patriotifm, 
and  friendship. 

That  virtues  of  the  firil  kind 
are  carried  to  a  higher  degree  of 
purity  and  perfedfion  by  the  chriR 
tian  religion  than  by  any  other, 
it  is  here  unneceffary  to  prove,  be-* 
caufe  tins  is  a  truth,  which  has  been 
fo  frequently  demonftrated  by  her 
friends,  and  never  once  denied  by 
the  moll  determined  of  her  adver- 
faries  ;  but  it  will  be  proper  to 
fhew,  that  thofe  of  the  latter  fort 
are  moll  judicioufly  omitted  ;  be- 
ca.u-fe  they  have  really  no  intrinfic 
merit  in  them,  and  are  totally  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  genius  and 
fpirit  of  this  inftitution. 

Valour,  for  inftance,  or  a&ive 
courage,  is  for  the  moil  part  con- 
ftitutional,  and  therefore  can  have 
no  more  claim  to  moral  merit, 
than  wit,  beauty,  health,  ftrength, 
or  any  other  endowment  of  the 
mind  or  body  ;  and  fo  far  is  it 
from  producing  any  falutary  eftedfs 
by  introducing  peace,  order,  or 
happinefs  into  fiociety,  that  it  is  the 
ufual  perpetrator  of  all  the  vio¬ 
lences,  which  from  retaliated  in¬ 
juries  difirafl  the  world  with  blood- 
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fhcd  and  devaftation,  It  is  the 
engine  by  which  the  ftrong  arc 
enabled  to  plunder  the  weak,  the 
proud  to  trample  upon  the  humble, 
and  the  guilty  to  opprefs  the  inno¬ 
cent  :  it  is  the  chief  inllrument 
which  ambition  employs  in  her  un- 
juft  purfuits  of  wealth  and  power, 
and  is  therefore  fo  much  extolled 
by  her  votaries  :  it  was  indeed  con¬ 
genial  with  the  religion  of  pagans, 
whole  gods  were  for  the  molt  part 
made  out  of  deceafed  heroes,  ex¬ 
alted  to  heaven  as  a  reward  for 
the  mifehiefs  which  they  had  per¬ 
petrated  upon  earth,  and  therefore 
with  them  this  was  the  firft  of  vir¬ 
tues,  and  had  even  engrofled  that 
denomination  to  itfelf ;  but  what¬ 
ever  merit  it  may  have  affumed 
among  pagans,  with  chriftians  it 
can  pretend  to  none,  and  few  or 
none  are  the  occafions  in  which  they 
are  permitted  to  exert  it  :  they  are 
fo  far  from  being  allowed  to.  inflidl 
evil,  that  they  are  forbid  even  to 
refill  it ;  they  are  fo  far  from  being 
encouraged  to  revenge  injuries,  that 
one  of  their  firft  duties  is  to  for¬ 
give  them  ;  fo  far  from  being  in¬ 
cited  to  deftroy  their  enemies,  that 
they  are  commanded  to  love  them, 
and  to  ferve  them  to  the  utmoft 
of  their  power.  If  chriftian  na¬ 
tions  therefore  were  nations  of 
chriftians,  all  war  would  be  im- 
pollible  and  unknown  amongft 
them,  and  valour  could  be  neither 
of  ufe  or  eftimation,  and  therefore 
could  never  have  a  place  in  the 
catalogue  of  chriftian  virtues,  be- 
ing  ii  reconcileable  with  all  its 
precepts.  I  objedl  not  to  the  praife 
and  honours  bellowed  on  the  va¬ 
liant,  thev  are  the  leall  tribute 
which  can  be  paid  them  by  thole 
who  enjoy  fafety  and  affl-uence  by 
the  intervention  of  their  dangers 


and  fufferings  ;  I  affert  only  that 
adlive  courage  can  never  be  a 
chriftian  virtue,  becaufe  a  chriftian 
can  hare  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
Paflive  courage  is  indeed  fre¬ 
quently,  and  properly  inculcated 
by  this  meek  and  fuffermg  religion, 
under  the  titles  of  patience  and  re- 
fignation  :  a  real  and  fubllantial 
virtue  this,  and  a  direct  contrail  to 
the  former  ;  for  palfive  courage 
arifes  from  the  nobleft  difpofitions 
of  the  human  mind,  from  a  con¬ 
tempt  of  misfortunes,  pain,  and 
death,  and  a  confidence  in  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  Almighty  ;  active 
from  the  meanell  :  from  pafiion, 
vanity,  and  felf-dependence  :  paf- 
five  courage  is  derived  from  a  zeal 
for  truth,  and  a  perfeverance  in 
duty  ;  active  is  the  offspring  cf 
pride  and  revenge,  and  the  parent 
of  cruelty  and  inj  allice  :  in  Ihort, 
paflive  courage  is  the  refolution  of 
a  philofopher,  adlive  the  ferocity 
of  a  favage.  Nor  is  this  more  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  precepts,  than 
with  the  objedl  of  this  religion, 
wdiich  is  the  attainment  of  the 
kingdom  of  heaven  ;  for  valour  is 
not  that  fort  of  violence,  by  which 
that  kingdom  is  to  be  taken  ;  nor 
are  the  turbulent  fpirits  of  heroes 
and  conquerors  admiflible  into 
thofe  regions  of  peace,  fubordina- 
tion,  and  tranquillity. 

Patriotifm  alfo,  that  celebrated 
virtue  fo  much  pradlifed  in  ancient, 
and  fo  much  profeffed  in  modern 
times,  that  virtue,  which  fo  long 
preferved  the  liberties  of  Greece, 
and  exalted  Rome  to  the  empire  of 
the  world  :  this  celebrated  virtue,  I 
fay,  mull  alfo  be  excluded  ;  becaufe 
it  not  only  falls  Ihort  of,  but  directly 
counteracts,  the  extenfive  benevo¬ 
lence  of  this  religion.  A  chriftian  is 
of  no  country,  he  is  a  citizen  of  the 
M  4  world ; 
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world ;  and  his  neigbours  and 

7  C? 

countrymen  are  the  inhabitants  of 
the  remoteft  regions,  whenever 
their  diflreffes  demand  his  friendly 
affiftanee :  chri  inanity  commands 
us  to  love  all  mankind,  patriotilm 
to  opprefs  all  other  countries  to 
advance  the  imaginary  profperity 
of  pur  own  :  chriftianity  enjoins 
us  to  imitate  the  unlvcrfal  bene¬ 
volence  of  ,  our  creator,  who  pours 
forth  his  b.leffings  on  every  nation 
upon  earth  ;  patriotifm  to  copy  the 
mean  partiality  of  an  Englifh  pa- 
rilh  officer,  who  thinks  injuftice 
and  cruelty  meritorious,  whenever 
they  promote  the  interefts  of  his 
own  inconfkkrable  village.  This 
has  ever  been  a  favourite  virtue 
with  mankind,  becaufe  it  conceals 
felr-infcfcreft  under  the  mafic  of  pub¬ 
lic  fpirit,  not  only  from  others, 
but  even  from  themfelves,  and 
gives  a  licence  to  inflidt  wrongs 
and  injuries  not  only  with  impu¬ 


nity,  out  with  applapfe  ;  but  it  is 
fo  diametrically  oppoiite  to  the 
great  cliaradterilfic  of  this  inftitu- 
tion,  that  it  never  could  have  been 
admitted  into  the  lilt  of  chri-ilian 


Virtues. 


Friend  flip  like  wife,  although, 
more  congenial  to  the  principles  of 
ennilianity  arifing  from  more  ten¬ 
der  and  amiable  difpofitipns,  could 
never  gain  admittance  amougft  her 

,  v2  .  O 

benevolent  precepts  for  the  fame 
reafon  ;  bee  ante  it  is  too  narrow  and 


cor  lined,  and  appropriates  that  be¬ 
nevolence  to  a  lingle  objedt,  which 
is  here  commanded,  to  be  extended 
over  all  :  where  friendfliips  arife 
from  ftmilarity  of  fentiments,  and 
difi ht ere  [fed  aiie&ions,  they  are 
advantageous,  agreeable,  and  irino- 
'went,  but  have  little  pretehfions  to 


merit ;  for  it  is  juftly  obferved^ 
<s  If  ye  love  them,  which  love  you 
“  what  thanks  have  ye  ?  for  fin- 
u  ners  alfo  love  thofe,  that  love 
44  them  But  if  they  are  formed 
from  ailiences  in  parties,  fa dt ions, 
and  intereils,  or  from  a  participa¬ 
tion  of  vices,  the  ufual  parents  of 
what  are  called  friendfliips  among 
mankind,  they  are  then  both  mil 
chievous  and  criminal,  and  confe- 
quently  forbidden,  but  in  their  ut- 
mot  purity  deferve  no  recommend¬ 
ation  from  this  religion. 


Slavery  abfolut'ely  inconfftent  rwithi 
and  even  contrary  to ,  found  Policy , 
Humanity ,  Reafon  y-  and  jfuJUce  ; 
•with  fome  Hints  to  thofe  who  are 
not  to  be  moved  by  ftich  Arguments , 
for  the  better  Treatment  of  Slaves 
during  their  Pajfage  from  Africa 
to  America  ;  and  on  the  Planta¬ 
tions  of  the  latter ,  greatly  to  the 
Advantage  of  their  owners ,  as 
* well  as  themfelves .  From  the 

Abbe  RaynaPs  Hiflorical  and 
Political  Survey  of  the  European 
Settlements  in  the  Eail  and 
Weft-Indies,  -  &c. 

IN  America  it  is  generally  be¬ 
lieved  and  afferted,  that  the 
Africans  are  equally  incapable  of 
reafon  and  of  virtue.  The  following 
well-authenticated  fadl  will  enable 
us  to  judge  of  this  opinion. 

An  Englifh  fhip  that  traded  in. 
Guinea  in  1752,  was  obliged  to 
leave  the  furgeon  behind,  whofe 
bad  ftate  of  health  did  not  permit 
him  to  continue  at  fea.  Murray, 
for  that  was  his  name/  was  there 
endeavouring  to  recover  his  health, 
when  a  Dutch  veflel  drew  near  the 


/ 


*  Luke  vi.  33, 


coaft. 
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coaft,  put  the  blacks  ih  irons, 
whom  curiofity  had  brought  to  the 
fhore,  and  inftantly  failed  off  with 
their  booty. 

Thofe  who  interefled  themfelves 
for  tliele  unhappy  people,  incenfed 
at  fo  bafe  a  treachery,  inftantly 
ran  to  Cudjoe,  (a  black,  at  whofe 
houfe  Murray  lodged)  who  flopped 
them  at  his  door,  and  afked  them 
what  they  were  in  fearch  of.  “  The 
white  man,  who  is  with  you,”  re¬ 
plied  they,  <£  who  fhould  be  put 
to  death,  becaufe  his  brethren  have 
carried  off  ours.”  <{  The  Euro¬ 
peans,”  anfwered  the  generous 
hoft,  “  who  have  carried  off  our 
countrymen,  are  barbarians ;  kill 
them  whenever  you  can  find  them. 

L _  J 

But  he  who  lodges  with  me  is  a 
good  man,  he  is  my  friend  ;  my 
houfe  is  his  fortrefa;  I  am  "his  fol- 
dier,  and  I  will  defend  him.  Be¬ 
fore  you  can  get  at  him,  you  fhall 
pafs  over  my  body.  O  my  friends, 
•what  juft  man  would  ever  enter  my 
doors,  if  I  had  fuffered  my  habita¬ 
tion  to  be  ftained  with  the  blood 
of  an  innocent  man  i”  This  dif- 
courfe  appeafed  the  rage  of  the 
blacks  :  they  retired  afhamed  of 
the  defign  that  had  brought  them 
there  ;  and  fome  days  after  ac¬ 
knowledged  to  Murray  himfelf, 
how  happy  they  were  that  they  had 
net  committed  a  crime,  which 
would  have  occafioned  them  per¬ 
petual  remorfe. 

'  This  event  renders  it  probable, 
tile#  the  firft  imprefSons  which  the 
A  fricans  receive  in  the  new  world, 
determine  them  either  to  good  or 
bad  actions.  Repeated  experience 
confirms  the  truth  of  this  obferva- 
tion  :  thofe  who  fall  to  the  fhare 
of  a  humane  matter,  willingly  ef- 
poufe  his  interefts.  They  infenfi- 
bly  adopt  the  fpirit  and  manners 


of  the  place  where  they  are  fixed. 
This  attachment  is  fometimes  ex¬ 
alted  even  into  heroifm.  A  Por- 
tuguefe  Have  who  had  fled  into  the 
woods,  having  learnt  that  his  old 
mailer  had  been  taken  up  for  an 
affaffination,  came  into  the  court 
of  juftice,-  and  acknowledged  him¬ 
felf  guilty  of  the  fa6t  ;  let  himfelf 
be  put  in  prifon  in  lieu  of  his 
mafter ;  brought  falfe,  though  ju¬ 
dicial,  proofs  of  his  pretended 
crime,  and  fuffered  death  inftead 
of  the  guilty  perfon.  Actions  of 
a  lefs  heroical  nature,  though  not 
uncommon,  have  touched  the  hearts 
of  fome  colonifts.  Several  would 
readily  fay  as  Sir  William  Gooch, 
governor  of  Virginia,  when  he  was 
blamed  for  returning  the  falutation 
of  a  black  ;  u  I  fhould  be  very 
ferry  that  a  Have  fhould  be  more 
polite  than  inyfelf.” 

We  will  not  here  fo  far  debafe 
ourfelves  as  to  enlarge  the  ignomi¬ 
nious  lift  of  thofe  writers  who  de¬ 
vote  their  abilities  to  juftify  by 
policy  what  morality  condemns. 
In  an  a ge  where  fo  manv  errors 

O  J 

are  boldly  laid  ooen,  it  would  be 

J  1  ' 

unpardonable  to  conceal  any  truth, 
that  is  interefting  to  humanity.  If 
whatever  we  have  hitherto  advanced, 
hath  feemingly  tended  only  to  al¬ 
leviate  the  burden  of  fiavery,  the 
reafon  is  that  it  was  firft  necelTarv 

J 

to  give  fome  comfort  to  thofe  ua- 
happy  beings,  whom  we  cannot 
let  free  ;  and  convince  their  op- 
preflors  that  they  are  cruel  to  the 
prejudice  of  their  real  interefts. 
But,  in  the  mean  time,  until  fome 
conliderable  revolution  fhall  make 
the  evidence  of  this  great  truth 
felt,  it  may  be  not  improper  to 
purfue  this  fubjedt  further.  Wc 
fhall  the  firft  prove,  that  there  is 
no  reafon  of  ft  ate  that  can  authorife 

flavery. 
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Slavery.  We  fhall  not  be  afraid  to 
cite  to  the  tribunal  of  reafon  and 
juft  ice  thole  governments  which 
tolerate  this  cruelty,  or  which  even 
are  not  afhaped  to  make  it  the 
fcahs  of  their  power.. 

Montefquieu  could  not  prevail 
upon  hnnleil  to  treat  the  question 
concerning  ilavery  in  a  ferious 
light,  in  reality  it  is  degrading 
reafon  to  employ  it,  I  will  not  lay 
in  defending,  but  even  in  refuting 
an  abufe  fo  repugnant  to  it.  W  ho- 
ever  juflifies  fo  odious  a  fyftem, 
deferves  the  utmoft  contempt  from 
a  philofopher,  and  from  the  negro 
a  flab  with  his  dagger.  . 

If  you  touch  me,  faid  Clariffa 
to  Lovelace,  that  moment  I  kill 
myfelf ;  and  I  would  fay  to  him, 
who  attempted  to  deprive  me  of 
my  liberty,  if  you  approach  me,  I 
will  flab  you.  In  this  cafe,  I 
fhould  reafon  better  than  Clariffa  ; 
becaufe  defending  my  liberty,  or, 
which  is  the  fame  thing,  my  life, 
is  my  primary  duty  ;  to  regard 
that  of  another,  is  only  a  fecondary 
coniideration  ;  and  if  all  other  cir- 
cumftanees  were  the  fame,  the 
death  of  a  criminal  is  more  con¬ 
formable  to  juflice  than  that  of  an 
innocent  perfon. 

Will  it  be  laid,  that  he  who 
wants  to  make  pie  a  have  does  me 
no  injury,  but  that  be  only  makes 
life  of  his  rights  ?  Where  are  thole 
rights  1  Who  hath  ftamped  upon 
them  fo  facred  a  cdiaracler  as  to 
fllence  mine?  From  nature  I  hold 
the  right  of  felf- defence  ;  nature, 
therefore,  has  not  given  to  another 
the  right  of  attacking  me.  If  thou 
thinkefl  thyfelf  authorifed  to  op- 
prefs  me,  becaufe  thou  are  ftronger 
and  more  ingenious  than  I  am  ;  do 
not  complain  if  my  vigorous  arm 
fhall  plunge  a  dagger  into  thv 


breaff  ;  do  not  complain,  when  in 
thy  tortured  entrails  thou  (halt 
feel  the  pangs  of  death  conveyed 
by  poifon  into  thy  food :  I  am 
ftronger  and  more  ingenious  than 
thou :  fall  a  victim,  therefore  .in 
thy  turn  ;  and  expiate  the  crime  of 
having  been  an  dppneffor. 

He  who  fupports  the  fyftem  of 
Livery  is  the  enemy  of  the  whole 
human  race.  He  divides  it  into 
two  focieties  of  legal  affaffins  ;  the 
oppreffors  and  the  oppreffed.  It 
is  the  fame  thing  as  proclaiming 
to  the  world,  if  you  would  preferve 
your  life,  inilantly  take  away  mine, 
for  I  want  to  have  yours. 

But  the  right  of  Ilavery,  you 
fay,  extends  only  to  the  right  of 
labour,  and  the  privation  cf  li¬ 
berty,  not  of  life.  What  !  does 
not  the  mailer,  who  dilpofes  of  my 
ftrength  at  his  pleafure,  likewife 
difpofe  of  my  life,  which  de¬ 
pends  on  the  voluntary  and  pro¬ 
per  ufe  of  my  faculties?  What  is 
exiflence  to  him,  who  has  not  the 
difpofal  of  it  ?  I  cannot  kill  my 
have  ;  but  I  can  make  him  bleed 
under  the  whip  of  an  executioner  j 
I  can  overwhelm  him  with  forrows, 
drudgery,  and  want ;  I  can  injure 
him  every  way,  and  fecretly  un¬ 
dermine  the  principles  and  fprings 
of  his  life  ;  I  can  {mother  by  flow 
punifhments,  the  wretched  infant 
which  a  negro  woman  carries  in 
her  womb.  Thus  the  laws  protect 
the  flave  againft  a  violent  death, 
only  to  leave  to  my  cruelty  the 
right  of  making  him  die  by  de¬ 
grees. 

Let  us  proceed  a  flop  further  : 
the  right  of  Ilavery  is  that  of  per¬ 
petrating  all  forts  of  crimes  :  thofe 
crimes  which  invade  property  ;  for 
flaves  are  not  fullered  to  have  any 
even  in  their  own  perfons :  thole 

crimes 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  171 


crimes  which  deftroy  perfonal  fafety; 
fo**  the  Have  may  be  facrificed  to 
the  caprice  of  his  mailer :  thofe 
crimes  which  make  modelly  fluid- 
der. — My  blood  rifes  at  thefe  hor¬ 
rid  images.  I  detell,  1  abhor  the 
human  fpecies,  made  up  only  of 
victims  and  executioners,  and  if  it 
is  never  to  become  better,  may  it 
be  annihilated  1 

Further,  that  I  may  difclofe 
without  referve  my  fentiments  on 
this  fubjeCt.  Cartouche,  the  high¬ 
wayman,  fitting  at  the  foot  ot  a 
tree  in  a  deep  foreft,  calculating 
the  profits  aud  Ioffes  of  his  robbe¬ 
ries,  the  rewards  and  pay  of  his 
affociates,  and  adjufting  with  them 
the  ideas  of  proportion  and  diitri- 
butive  juffice  ;  this  Cartouche  is 
not  a  very  different  character  from 
that  of  the  merchant,  who,  reclined 
on  his  counter,  with  his  pen  in  his 
hand,  fettles  the  number  of  attacks 
which  he  can  order  to  be  made  on 
the  coafts  of  Guinea  ;  who  deli¬ 
berately  examines  how  many  fire¬ 
locks  each  negro  will  coll  him,  in 
order  to  fupport  the  war  which  is 
to  furnifh  him  wuth  Haves  ;  how 
many  iron  fetters  to  confine  him 
abroad  ;  how  many  whips  to  make 
him  work  :  how  much  each  drop 
of  blood  will  be  worth  to  him  with 
which  each  negro  will  water  his 
plantation  :  if  the  black  woman 
will  contribute  more  to  his  ellate 
by  the  labours  of  her  hands,  or 
by  thofe  of  bearing  children  ? — 
What  think  you  of  this  parallel  ? 
The  highwayman  attacks  you,  and 
takes  your  money  ;  the  trader  car¬ 
ries  off  even  your  perfon,  The 
one  invades  the  rights  of  focietv  ; 
the  other,  thole  of  nature.  This 
certainly  is  the  truth  ;  and  if  there 
exilled  a  religion  which  authorifed, 


■which  tolerated,  even  by  its  fflencc, 
fuch  enormities  ;  if,  moreover,  oc¬ 
cupied  by  idle  or  fadlious  quellions, 
it  did  not  eternally  denounce  ven¬ 
geance  againlt  the  authors  or  in- 
ilruments  ot  this  tyranny  ;  if  it 
made  it  criminal  for  a  Have  to 
break  his,  bonds  ;  if  it  did  not  ex¬ 
pel  the  unjult  judge  who  condemns 
the  fugitive  to  death  ;  if  fuch  a 
religion  exilled,  its  minilters  ought 
to  be  mafacred  under  the  ruins  of 
their  altars. 

But  thefe  negroes,  fay  they,  arc 
a  race  of  men  born  for  fiavery ; 
their  difpofitions  are  narrow,  trea¬ 
cherous,  and  wicked  ;  they  them- 
felves  allow  the  fuperiority  of  our 
underltandings,  and  almoll  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  juffice  of  our  au¬ 
thority. 

The  minds  of  the  negroes  are 
contracted  ;  becaufe  Havery  de- 
ftroy-g-all  the  fprings  of  the  foul. 
Thev  are  wicked;  but  not  fuffi- 
ciently  fo  with  you.  They  are 
treacherous,  becaufe  they  are  un¬ 
der  no  obligation  to  fpeak  truth 
to  their  tyrants.  They  acknow¬ 
ledge  the  fuperiority  of  our  under- 
ftandin  trs  ;  becaufe  we  have  abufed 
their  ignorance :  they  allow  the 
juffice  of  our  authority  ;  becaufe 
we  have  abufed  their  vveaknefs.  I 
might  as  well  lay,  that  the  Indians 
are  a  fpecies  of  men  born  to  be 
crulhed  to  death  ;  becaufe  there 
are  fanatics  among  them,  who 
throw  themfelves  under  the  wheels 
of  their  idol’s  car  before  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  jaguernat. 

But  thefe  negroes,  it  is  further 
urcred,  were  born  Haves.  Barba- 
ri.'  is,  will  you  perluade  me,  that 
a  man  can  be  the  property  of  a  fo~ 
vereign,  a  fon  the  property  of  a 
father,  a  wife  the  property  of  a 

hulband, 
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hufband,  a  domeftic  the  property 
off  a  mailer,  a  negro  the  property 
of  a  planter  ? 

But  thefe  llaves  have  fold  them- 
fel  ves.  Could  a  man  ever  by  com- 
pacl,  or  by  an  oath,  permit  ano¬ 
ther  to  ufe  and  abide  him  ?  If  he 
affented  to  this  compact,  or  con¬ 
firmed  it  by  an  oath,  it  was  in  a 
tranfport  of  ignorance  or  folly ; 
and  he  is  -  releafed  from  it,  the 
moment  .that  he  either  knows  him- 
felf,  or  his  reafon  returns. 

But  they  had  been  taken  in  war. 
What  does  this  iignify  to  you  ? 
Suffer  the  conqueror  to  make  what 
ill  ufe  he  pleafes  of  his  own  vic¬ 
tory.  Why  do  you  make  yourfelves 
his  accomplices  ? 

But  they  were  criminals  con¬ 
demned  in  their  country  to  Ha- 
very.  Who  was  it  that  con- 
detuned  them  ?  Do  you  not  know, 
that  in  a  despotic  Hate  there  is  no 
criminal  but  the  tyrant. 

The  lubjeci  of  an  abfolute  prince 
is  the  fame  as  the  flave  in  a  ft  ate 
repugnant  to  nature.  Every  thing 
that  contributes  to  keep  a  man  in 
fuch  a  Hate,  is  an  attempt  againft 
his  perfon.  Every  power  which 
fixes  him  to  the  tyranny  of  one 
man,  is  the  power  of  his  enemies  : 
and  all  thole  who  are  about  him 
sire  the  authors  or  abettors  of  this 
violence.  His  mother  who  tamdit 

n  - 

him  the  hr  ft  leffons  of  obedience  ; 
his  neighbour  who  let  him  the 
example  of  it  ;  his  fuperiors  who 
compelled  him  into  this  ftate  ;  and 
his  equals,  who  led  him  into  it  by 
their  opinion  :  all  thefe  are  the 
rnmiflers  and  increments  of  ty¬ 
ranny.  The  tyrant  can  do  no¬ 
thing  of  himfelf ;  he  is  only  the 
ftrfit  mover  of  thofe  efforts  which 
all  1ms  fob] efts  exert  to  their  own 
mutual  opprefiiou.  die  keeps  them 


in  a  ftateof  perpepetual  war,  which 
renders  robberies,  treafons,  affaf- 
fmations  lawful.  Thus,  like  the 
blood  which  flows  in  his  veins,  all 
crimes  originate  from  his  heart, 
and  return  thither  as  to  their  pri¬ 
mary  fource.  Caligula  ufed  to  fay, 
that  If  the  whole  human  race  had 
but  one  head,  he  fhould  have  taken 
pleafure  in  cutting  it  off.  Socrates 
would  have  faid,  that  if  all  crimes' 
were  heaped  upon  one  head,  that 
fhould  be  the  one  which  ought  to 
be  ftruck  off. 

Eet  ms,  therefore,  endeavour  to 
make  the  light  of  reafon,  and  the 
fentiments  of  nature,  take  place  of 
the  blind  ferocity  of  our  anceftors. 
Let  us  break  the  bonds  of  do  many 
viftims  to  our  mercenary  princi¬ 
ples,  fhould  we  even  be  obliged  to 
difcard  a  commerce  q  which  is 
founded  only  on  injuft  ice,  and 
whole  ohjeft  is  luxury. 

But  even  this  is  not  ne cedar y. 
There  is  no  occafion  to  give  up 
thofe  conveniences  which  cuftom 
hath  fo  much  endeared  to  us.  We 
may  draw  them  from  our  colonies, 
■without  peopling  them  with  llaves. 
Thefe  produftions  may  be  culti¬ 
vated  by  the  hands  of  freemen,  and 
then  be  reaped  without  remorfe. 

The  1  (lands  are  filled  with 
blacks,  whofe  fetters  have  been 
broken.  They  fuccefiively  dear 
the  fmall  plantations  that  have  been 
given  them,  or  which  they  have 
acquired  by  their  induftry.  Such 
of  thefe  unhappy  men,  as  fhould 
recover  their  independence,  would 
live  in  quiet  upon  the  fame  manual 
labours,  that  would  be  then  free 
and  advantageous  to  them.  The 
vaffals  of  Denmark,  who  have 
lately  been  made  free,  have  not 
abandoned  their  ploughs. 

Though  all  the  nations,  con¬ 
cerned 
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cerned  in  the  African  trade,  are 
equally  interefted  in  preferving  the 
da  ves  in  their  paffage,  they  do  not 
all  attend  to  it  with  the  fame  care. 
They  all  feed  them  with  beans, 
mixed  with  a  frnall  quantity  of 
rice  ;  but  they  differ  in  other  re- 
fpedls  in  their  manner  of  treating 
them.  The  Englifh,  Dutch,  and 
Danes  beep  the  men  conilantly  in 
irons,  and  frequently  hand-cuff  the 
women  :  the  final  1  number  of 
hands  they  have  on  board  their 
(hips  obliges  them  to  this  fe verity. 
The  French,  who  have  great  num¬ 
bers,  allow  them  more  liberty  ; 
three  or  four  days  after  their  de¬ 
parture  tiiey  take  off  all  their  fet¬ 
ters.  All  thefe  nations,  efpecially 
the  Englifh,  are  too  negligent  with 
regard  to  the  intercourfe  between 
the  failors  with  the  women  flaves. 
Th  isirregularityoccaffons  the  death 
of  three-fourths  of  thofe  whom  the 
Guinea  voyage  deftroys  every  year. 
None,  but  the  Portugutfe,  during 
their  paffage,  are  fecured  again  it 
revolts  and  other  calamities.  This 
advantage  is  a  confequence  of  the 
care  they  take  to  man  their  veffels 
only  with  the  negroes,  to  whom 
they  have  given  their  freedom. 
The  flaves  encouraged  by  the  con- 
verfation  and  condition  of  their 
countrymen,  form  a  tolerably  fa 
vourable  idea  of  the  deffiny  that 
awaits  them.  The  quietnefs  of 
their  behaviour  induces  the  Portu- 
guefe  to  grant  the  two  fexes  the 
happinefs  of  living  together  :  an 
indulgence,  which,  if  allowed  in 
other  veffels,  would  be  produ&ive 
of  the  greatett  inconveniencies. 

All  the  negroes,  as  well  male  as 
female,  who  come  from  Guinea, 
or  are  born  in  the  iflands,  have  the 
yaws  once  in  their  lives  :  it  is  a  dif- 
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eafe  they  muff  neceiTarily  pais 
through  ;  but  there  is  no  instance 
of  any  of  them  being  attacked  with 
it  a  fecond  time,  after  having;  beer* 

O 

radically  cured.  The  Europeans 
feldom  or  never  catch  this  diforder, 
notwitliftanding  the  frequent  and 
daily  connexion  which  they  have 
with  fthe  negro  women.  Thefe 

^  O 

women  fuckle  the  children  of  the 
white  people,  hut  do  not  give  them 
the  yaws.  How  is  it  poffible  to 
reconcile  thefe  faffs,  which  are  In  - 
conteftible,  with  the  fyffem  which 
phyffeians  feem  to  have  adopted 
with  regard  to  the  nature  of  the 
yaws  ?  Can  it  not  be  allowed* 
that  the  femen,  the  blood,  and 
fkin  of  the  negroes,  are  fufcep.ti.ble 
of  a  virus  peculiar  to  their  fpecies  £ 
The  caufe  of  this  diforder,  per¬ 
haps,  is  owing  to  that  which  oc- 
caffons  their  colour  ;  one  difference 
is  naturally  productive  of  another  z 
and  there  is  no  being  or  equality 
thatexiffs  abfolutely  detached  from 
others  in  nature. 

But  whatever  this  diforder  msv 

J 

be,  it  is  evident  from  the  mo  ft.  ac¬ 
curate  and  undeniable  calculations, 
that  there  dies  every  year  in  Ame¬ 
rica,  the  feventh  part  of  the  blacks 
that  are  imported  thither  from 
Guinea.  Fourteen  hundred  thou- 
fand  unhappy  brings,  who  are  now 
in  the  European  colonies  in  the  new 
world,  are  the  unfortunate  remains 
of  nine  millions  of  flaves  that  have 
been  conveyed  thither.  This  dread¬ 
ful  deftruffion  cannot  be  the  effeft 
of  the  climate,  which  is  nearly  the 
fame  as  that  of  Africa,  much  Ids 
of  the  diforders,  to  which,  in  the 
opinion  of  all  obfervers,  but  few 
fall  a  facriffce.  It  muff  originate 
from  the  manner  in  which  thefe 
flaves  arc  governed  :  and  might 

not 
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not  an  error  of  this  nature  be  cor- 
redied  ? 

The  firfl  fiep  neceffary  in  this 
reformation  would  be  to  attend 
minutely  to  the  natural  and  moral 
date  of1  man.  Thole  who  go  to 
purchafe  blacks  on  the  coait  of 
favage  nations  ;  thofe  who  convey 
them  to  America,  and  especially 
thofe  who  direct  their  labours, 
often  think  themfelves  obliged, 
from  their  fituation,  and  frequently 
tod  for  the  fake  of  their  own  fafety, 
to  opprefs  thefe  wretched  men. 
The  foul  of  thefe  managers  of 
Haves,  loft  to  all  fenfe  of  com¬ 
panion,  /is  ignorant  of  every  mo¬ 
tive  to  enforce  obedience,  but  thofe 

i 

of  fear  or  feverity,  and  theft  they 
exercife  with  all  the  harfhneis  of  a 
temporary  authority.  If  the  pro¬ 
prietors  of  plantations  would  ceafe 
to  regard  the  care  of  their  fiaves, 
as  an  occupation  below  them,  and 
confider  it  as  an  office  to  which  it 
is  their  duty  to  attend,  they  would 
foon  difcard  thefe  errors  that  arife 
from  a  fpirit  of  cruelty.  The  hi- 
ftory  of  all  mankind  would  fhew 
them,  that  in  order  to  render 
flavery  ufeful,  it  is  at  lead  necef- 
fary  to  make  it  eafy  ;  that  force 
does  not  prevent  the  rebellion  of 
the  mind  ;  that  it  is  the  maker’s 
intered  that  the  Have  fhould  be  at¬ 
tached  to  life,  and  that  nothing  is 
to  be  expected  from  him  the  mo¬ 
ment  that  he  no  longer  fears  to 
die. 

This  principle  of  enlightened 
reafon,  derived  from  the  fentiments 
of  humanity,  would  contribute  to 
the  reformation  of  feveral  abufes. 
Men  would  acknowledge  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  lodging,  cloathing,  and 
giving  proper  food  to  beings  con¬ 
demned  to  the  mod  painful  bon¬ 
dage  that  ever  has  exided  fince  the 


infamous  origin  of  flavery.  They 
would  be  fenfible,  that  it  is  natu¬ 
rally  impoffible  that  thofe  who  reap 
no  advantage  from  their  own  la¬ 
bours,  can  have  the  fame  under- 
Handing,  the  fame  (economy,  the 
fame  activity,  the  fame  drength,  as 
the  man  who  enjoys  the  produce  of 
his  indudry.  That  political  mode¬ 
ration  would  gradually  take  place, 
which  confiits  in  lefiening  of  la¬ 
bour,  alleviating  punifhment,  and 
rendering  to  man  part  of  his  rights, 
in  order  to  reap  with  greater  cer¬ 
tainty  the  benefit  of  thofe  duties 
that  are  impofed  upon  him.  The 
prefervation  of  a  great  number  of 
fiaves,  whom  di ford  ere,  ‘  occafioned 
by  vexation  or  regret,  deprive  the 
colonies  of,  would  be  the  natural 
confequence  of  fu  wife  a  regula¬ 
tion.  Far  from  aggravating  the 
yoke  that  op p redes  them,  every 
kind  of  attention  fhould  be  given 
to  make  it  eafy,  and  to  diffipate 
even  the  idea  of  it,  by  favouring  a 
natural  take  that  feerns  peculiar  to 
the  negroes. 

Their  organs  are  extremely  fen¬ 
fible  of  the  powers  of  mufic.  Their 
ear  is  fo  true,  that  in  their  dances, 
the  time  of  a  fong  makes  them 
fpring  up  a  hundred  at  once,  ftrik- 
mg  the  earth  at  the  fame  mftant. 
Enchanted,  as  it  were,  with  the 
voice  of  a  finger,  or  the  tone  oi  a 
dringed  indrument,  a  vibration  of 
the  air  is  the  fpirit  that  adluates  ail 
the  bodies  of  thefe  men  :  a  found 
agitates,  tranfports,  and  throws 
them  into  extafies.  In  their  com¬ 
mon  labours,  the  motion  of  their 
arms,  or  of  their  feet,  is  always  in 
cadence.  At  all  their  employments 
they  fing,  and  feem  always  as  if 
they  were  dancing.  Mufic  ani¬ 
mates  their  courage,  and  rouzes 
them  from  their  indolence.  The 

marks 
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marks  of  tin’s  extreme  fenfibility 
to  harmony,  are  vilible  in  all  the 
mufcles  oCtheir  bodies,  which  are 
always  naked.  Poets  and  muli- 
cians  by  nature,  they  make  the 
words  fnbfervient  to  the  mulic,  by 
a  licence  they  arbitrarily  afliime 
of  lenthening  or  Ihortening  them, 
in  order  to  accommodate  them 
to  an  hir  that  -pleafes  them. 

i. 

Wh  enever  any  objedl  or  incident 
ftrikes  a  negro,  he  inftantly  makes 
it  the  fubjeft  of  a  fong.  In  all 
ages  this  has  been  the  origin  of 
poetry.  Three  or  four  words, 
which  are  alternately  repeated  by 
the  finger  and  the  general  chorus, 
fometimes  conflitute  the  whole 
poem.  Five  or  fix  bars  of  mulic 
compofe  the  whole  length  of  the 
fong.  A  circumftance  that  appears 
fingular,  is,  that  the  fame  air, 
though  merely  a  continual  repeti¬ 
tion  of  the  fame  tones,  takes  en¬ 
tire  pofieflion  of  them,  makes 
them  work  or  dance  for  feveral 
hours  :  neither  they,  nor  even 
the  white  men,  are  difgufted  with 
that  tedious  uniformity  which 
thefe  repetitions  might  naturally 
occalion.  This  particular  attach¬ 
ment  is  owing  to  the  warmth  and 
expreflion  which  they  introduce 
into  their  fongs.  Their  airs  are 
generally  double  time.  None  of 
them  tend  to  infpire  them  with 
pride.  Thofe  intended  to  excite 
tendernefs,  promote  rather  a  kind 
of  -  languor.  Even  thofe  which 
are  molt  lively,  carry  in  them  a 
certain  expreflion  of  melancholy. 
This  is  the  higheft  entertainment 
to  minds  of  great  fenfibility. 

So  ftrong  an  inclination  for  mu- 
fic  might  become  a  powerful  mo¬ 
tive  of  aTion  under  the  direftion 
of  flcilful  hands.  Feflivals,  games 
and  rewards  might  on  this  ac¬ 


count  be  eftablifhed  among:  them. 

x  o 

Thefe  amufemcnts,  conducted  with 
judgment,  would  prevent  that  flu- 
pidity  fo  common  among  llaves, 
eafe  their  labours,  and  preferve 
them  from  that  conftant  melancho¬ 
ly  which  corifumes  them,  and 
fhortens  their  days.  After  having 
provided  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  blacks  exported  from  Africa, 
the  welfare  of  thofe  who  are  born 
in  the  illands  themfelves  would 
then  be  confldered. 

The  negroes  are  not  averfe  from 
the  propagation  of  their  fpecies 
even  in  the  chains  of  flavery.  But 
it  is  the  cruelty  of  their  mailers 
which  hath  effe&ually  prevented 
them  from  complying  with  this 
great  end  of  nature.  Such  hard 
labour  is  required  from  negro  wo¬ 
men,  both  before  and  after  their 
pregnancy,  that  their  children  are 
either  abortive,  or  live  but  a 
fliort  time  after  delivery.  Mo¬ 
thers,  rendered  defperate  by  the 
puniihments  which  the  weaknefs 
of  their  condition  occalion s  them, 
fnatch  fometimes  their  children 
from  the  cradle,  in  order  to  ftran- 
gle  them  in  their  arms,  and  facri- 
iice  them  with  a  fury  mingled 
with  a  fpirit  of  revenge  and  com- 
paflion,  that  they  may  not  become 
the  property  of  their  cruel  mailers. 
This  barbarity,  the  horror  of 
which  mull  be  wholly  imputed  to 
the  Europeans,  will,  perhaps,  con¬ 
vince  them  of  their  error.  Their 
fenfibility  will  be  rouzed,  and  en 
gage  them  to  pay  a  greater  atten¬ 
tion  to  their  true  interefts.  They 
will  And  that  by  committing 
fuch  outrages  againft  humanity, 
they  injure  themfelves  ;  and  if 
they  do  not  become  the  benefactors 
of  their  Haves,  they  will  at  leall 
ceafe  to  be  their  executioners. 

They 
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They  will,  perhaps,  refpl've  to  pain  which  He  now  fuffers,  the 
let  free  thole  mothers  who  fnall  injultiee  in  himfelf  to  the  other 
Have  brought  up  a  confiderable  would  be  exactly  the  fame  as  the 
number  of  children  to  the  age  of  inj  11ft ice  in  his  tormentor  to  Him. 
fix  years.  The  allurements  of  li-  Therefore  the  man  of  feeling  and 
berty  are  the  moft  powerful  that  juftice  will  not  put  another  man 
can  "  influence  the  human  heart,  to  unmerited  pain,  becaufe  he  will 
The  negro  women,  animated  by  not  do  that  to  another,  which  he 
the  hope  of  fo  great  a  blefiing,  to  is  unwilling  fhould  be  done  to  him- 
which  all  would  afpire,  and  few  felf.  Nor  will  he  take  any  ad- 
would  be  able  to  obtain,  would  vantage  of  his  own  fuperiorky  of 
make  negleft  and  infamy  be  fue-  ftrength ,  or  of  the  accidents  of 
ceeded  by  a  virtuous  emulation  to  fortune ,  to  abufe .  them  to  the  op- 
brinrr  Up  children,  whofe  number  preffion  of  his  inferior  ;  becaufe 
and  ^prefervation  would  fecure  to  he  knows  that  in  the  article  of 
them  freedom  and  tranquillity.  feeling .  all  men  are  equal  ;  and  that 

the  differences  of  ftrength  or  fta- 
tion  are  as  much  the  gifts  and  ap¬ 
pointments  of  GOD,  as  the  dif¬ 
ferences  of  understanding,  colour, 
or  ftature.  Superiority  of  rank  or 
ftation  may  give  ability  to  com¬ 
municate  happinefs,  (and  feems  fo 
intended  ;)  but  it  can  give  no  right 
to  inHidt  unneceffary  or  unmerited 
pain.  A  wife  man  would  impeach 
his  own  wifdorn,  and  be  unworthy 
of  the  bidding  of  a  good  under- 
ftanding,  if  he  were  to  infer  from 
.thence  that  he  had.  a  right  to  de- 
fpife  or  make  game  Gt  a  fool,  or 
„  .  put  him  to  any  degree  of  pain, 

of  Cruelty  to  Brute -/immais.  The  folly  of  the  fool  ought  rather 

to  excite  his  companion,  and  de~ 

I  PRESUME  there  is  no  Man  of  mands  the  wife  man’s  care  and  at- 
feeling ,  that  has  any  idea  of  tendon  to  one  that  cannot  take 
ffufiice ,  but  would  confefs  upon  care  of  himfelf. 
the  principles  of  reafon  and  corn-  It  has  pleafed  GOD  the  Father 
©on  fenfey  that  if  he  were  to  be  of  all  men  to  cover  io'me  men  with 
put  to  unneceffary  and  unmerited  white  Heins,  and  others  with  black 
pain  by  another  man,  his  torrnen-  Heins  :  but  as  there  is  neither 
tor  would  do  him  an  adl  of  inju-  merit  nor  demerit  in  complexion, 
ftice  ;  and  from  a  fenfe  of  the  in-  the  white  man  (notwitbftanding 
| u Rice  in  his  own  cafe,  now  that  the  barbarity  of  cullom  and  pre- 
He  is  the  fufferer,  he  muff  na-  judice)  can  have  no  right,  by  vir¬ 
tu  rally  infer,  that  if  he  were  to  tue  of  his  colour ,  to  enflave  and 
put  another  man  of  feeling  to  the  tyrannize  over  a  black  man  ;  nor 
fame  unneceffary  and  unmerited  has  a  fair  man  any  right  to  de- 

r  '  fpife, 


"The  Rights  of  the  Brute  Creation  to 
Tender  nef  from  Man  deduced  from 
the  twofold  Conf  deration ,  among t} 
-  many  others i  particularly  the  Tenor 
of  the  facred  Writings  in  their 
Favour ,  of  their  being  fufceptible 
$f  Pain  and  Pie  afire  as  well  as 
Man  himfelf  though  not  fufcepti¬ 
ble  of  a  puff  Compenfation  for  any 
JSvi/s  Man  may  inflitd  on  them. 
From  the  Reverend  Do  Cor  Pri- 
matt’s  mojl  excellent  Differtation 
on  the  Duty  of  Mercy  and  Sin 
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fpjfe,  abufe,  and  inlult  a  brown 
man.  Nor  do  I  believe  that  a  tall 
man,  by  virtue  of  his  Jlature ,  has 
any  legal  right  to  trample  a  dwarf 
under  his  toot.  For,  whether  a 
man  is  wife  or  fooliili,  white  or 
black,  fair  or  brown,  tall  or  fhort, 
and  I  might  add  rich  or  poor  (for  it 
is  no  more  a  man’s  choice  to  be 
poor,  than  it  is  to  be  a  fool,  or 
a  dwarf,  or  black  or  tawney,) 
fuch  he  is  by  GOD’s  appoint¬ 
ment  ;  and  abftradtedly  conlider- 
ed,  is  neither  a  fubject  for  pride, 
nor  an  objedt  of  contempt.  New 
if  amongft  men,  the  differences 
of  their  powers  of  the  mind,  and 
of  their  complexion,  ftature  and 
accidents  of  fortune,  do  not  give 
to  any  one  man  a  right  to  abufe  or 
infult  any  other  man  on  account  of 
thefe  differences  ;  for  the  fame 
reafon,  a  man  can  have  no  natural 
right  to  abufe  and  torment  a  bead, 
merely  becaufe  a  beaft  has  not  the 
mental  powers  of  a  man.  For  fuch 
as  the  man  is,  he  is  but  as  GOD 
made  him  •  and  the  very  fame  is 
true  of  the  bead.  Neither  of  them 
can  Jay  claim  to  any  intrinfic  Me¬ 
rit,  for  being  fuch  as  they  are  ; 
for  before  they  were  created,  it 
was  impoffible  that  either  of  them 
could  deferve  ;  and  at  their  crea¬ 
tion,  their  fliapes,  perfections,  or 
defeats,  were  invariably  fixed,  and 
their  bounds  fet,  which  they  cannot 
pafs.  And  being  fuch,  neither 
more  nor  lefs  than  GOD  made 
them,  there  is  no  more  demerit  in 
a  beafFs  being  a  beaff,  than  there 
is,  merit  in  a  man’s  being  a  man  ; 
that  is,  there  is  neither  merit  nor 
demerit  in  either  of  them. 

A  Brute  is  an  animal  no  lefs  fen- 
fible  of  pain  than  a  Man.  He  has 
fimiiar  nerves  and  organs  of  fenfa- 
tion  ;  and  his  cries  and  groans,  in 
Vol.  XIX.  1776. 


cafe  of  violent  impreffions  upon  his 
body,  though  he  cannot  utter  his 
complaints  by  fpeech  or  human 
voice,  are  as  ftrong  indications  to 
us  of  his  fenfibility  of  pain,  as  the 
cries  and  groans  of  a  human  being, 
whofe  language  we  do  not  under- 
Hand.  Now  as  pain  is  what  we 
are  all  averfe  to,  our  own  fenfibi- 
lity  of  pain  fhould  teach  us  to 
commiferate  it  in  others,  to  alle¬ 
viate  it  if  poflible,  but  never  wan¬ 
tonly  or  unmeritedly  to  znfiidt  it. 
As  the  differences  among  men  in 
the  above  particulars  are  no  bars 
to  their  feelings,  fo  neither  does 
the  difference  of  the  Shade  of  a 
brute  from  that  of  a  man  exempt 
the  brute  from  feeling  ;  at  lead, 
we  have  no  ground  to  fuppofe  it. 
But  ibape  or  figure  is  as  much  the 
aoDointment  of  G  O  D,  as  com- 

M.  J.  7 

plexion  or  ftature.  And  if  the 
difference  of  complexion  or  fta¬ 
ture  does  not  convey  to  one  man 
a  right  to  cefpife  and  abufe  ano¬ 
ther  man,  the  difference  of  fib  ape 
between  a  man  and  a  brute,  can¬ 
not  give  to  a  man  any  right  to  ab¬ 
ufe  and  torment  a  brute.  For  he 
that  made  man  and  man  to  differ 
in  complexion  or  ftature,  made 
man  and  brute  to  differ  in  fihape  or 
figure.  And  in  this  cafe  liktwife 
there  is  neither  merit  nor  demerit ; 
every  creature,  whether  man  or 
brute,  bearing  that  fihape  which 
the  fupreme  Wifdom  judged  moft 
expedient  to  anfwer  the  end  lor 
which  the  creature  was  ordained. 

With  regard  to  the  Modification 
of  the  mafs  of  matter  of  which 
an  animal  is  formed,  it  is  acciden¬ 
tal  as  to  the  creature  itfielf  j  f 
mean,  it  was  not  in  the  power  or 
will  of  the  creature  to  choofia, 
whether  it  ftiould  fuftain  the  fihape 
of  a  brute  or  of  a  man :  and  yet, 

N  whether 
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whether  it  be  of  one  fhape,  or  of 
the  other  j  or  whether  it  be  inha¬ 
bited  or  animated  by  the  *  foul 
of  a  brute  or  the  *  foul  of  a  man; 
the  fubflance  or  matter,  of  which' 
the-  creature  is  compofed,  would  be 
equally  fufet  ptibie  of  feeling.  It 
is  folely  owing  to  the  good  Plea- 
fare  of  GOD,  that  We  are  creat¬ 
ed  Men  ;  or  animals  in  the  Jhape 
of  men.  For,  He  that  i  formed 
Man  of  the  duji  of  the  ground \  and 
breathed  into  his  nofirils  the  breath  of 
life,  that  he  might  become  a  living  foul 
and  endued  with  the  fenfe  of  feel¬ 
ing,  could,,  if  he  had  fo  pleafed, 
by  the  faiiie  plaftic  power,  have 
cad  the  very  fame  aujl  into  the 
mould  of  a  Bead  -3  which,  being 
animated  by  the  life-giving  brSath 
of  its  Maker,  would  have  become 
i  a  living  Joul  in  that  form  j  and 
in  that  form,  would  have  been  as 
fufceptible  o  pain,  as  in  the  form 
of  a  Man.  And  if,  in  brutal  fhape* 
We  had  been  endued  with  the 
fame  degree  of  reafon  and  reflec¬ 
tion  which  we  now  enjoy  j  and 
other  Beings,  in  human  fhape, 
fhould  take  upon  them  to  torment, 
abufe,  and  barbaroufly  ill  treat  us, 
becaufe  we  were  not  made  in  their 
fhape  ;  the  injuftice  and  cruelty  of 
their  behaviour  to  Us  would  be 
lelf-evident :  and  we  fhould  na¬ 
turally  infer,  that,  whether  we 
walk  upon  two  legs  or  four  ;  whe¬ 
ther  our  heads  are  prone  or  ereft  $ 
whether  we  are  naked  or  covered 
with  hair  ;  whether  we  have  tails 
or  no  tails,  horns  or  no  horns,  long 
ears  or  round  ears  ;  or,  whether 
we  bray  like  an  afs,  fpeak  like  a 
man,  whiffle  like  a  bird,  or  are 


mute  as  a  fifh  ;  Nature  never  in¬ 
tended  thefe  didindtions  as  founda¬ 
tions  for  right  of  tyranny  and  op- 
prefiion.  But  perhaps  it  will  be 
laid,  it  is  abfurd  to  make  fuch  an 
inference  from  a  meer  fuppofition 
that  a  man  might  have  been  a 
brute,  and  a  brute  might  have  been 
a  man  ;  for,  the  fuppofition  itfelf 
is  chimerical,  and  has  no  founda¬ 
tion  in  nature  j  and  all  arguments 
fhould  be  drawn  from  fa£t,  and 
not  from  fancy  of  what  might  be 
or  might  not  be.  To  this  1  reply 
in  few  words,  and  in  general  $ 
that  ail  cafes  and  arguments,  de¬ 
duced  from  the  important  and  be¬ 
nevolent  precept  of  Doing  to  others 
as  vse  would  be  dons  unto,  necefla- 
rily  require  fuch  kind  of  fuppofe- 
tions  ;  that  is,  they  fuppofe  the 
cafe  to  be  otherwije  than  it  really 
is.  For  indance  $  a  Rich  Man  is 
not  a  poor  man ;  yet,  the  duty 
plainly  aridng  from  the  Precept,, 

is  this,- - The  man  who  is  now 

rich ,  ought  to  behave  to  the  man 
who  is  now  pomp  in  bach  a  manner 
as  the  Rich  man  If  he  were  poor 
would  be  willing  that  the  Poor 
man  If  he  were  rich  fhould  behave 
towards  him.  Here  is  a  cafe  which 
in  faff  does  not  exid  between  thefe 
two  men,  for  the  rich  man  is  not 
a  poor  man,  nor  is  the  poor  man  a 
rich  man  j  yet  the  fuppofition  is 
neceffary  to  enforce  and  illuftrate 
the  precept,  and  the  reafonablenefs 
of  it  is  allowed.  And  if  the  flip- 
pofttion  is  reafonable  in  one  cafe  $ 
it  is  reafonable,  at  lead  not  con¬ 
trary  to  reafon,  in  all  cafes  to  which 
this  general  precept  can  extend, 
and  in  which  the  duty  enjoined  by 


*  It  i?  of  no  eonfcquence  as  to  the  cafe  now  before  us,  whether  the  $  0  U  L 
is,  as  fome  think,  only  a  Power,  which  cannot  exift  -without  the  Body  ;  or, 
as  is  generally  fuppofed,  a  fpiritual  Subftance,  that  can  exift,  diftindt  and  fe- 
parate  from  the  body.  f  Gen.  ii.  7.  £  Gen.  i.  30.  in  the  margin. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  179 


it  can  and  ought  to  be  performed. 
Therefore  though  it  be  true  that  a 
man  is  not  a  horfe  ;  yet,  as  a  horfe 
is  a  fubjeCt  within  the  extent  of 
the  precept,  that  is,  he  is  capable 
of  receiving  benefit  by  it,  the  duty 
enjoined  in  it  extends  to  the  man, 
and  amounts  to  this, —  Do  you  that 
are  a  Man  SO  treat  your  horfe,  AS 
you  would  be  willing  to  be  treated 
by  your  matter,  in  cafe  that  You 
•were  a  Horfe.  I  fee  no  abfurdity  nor 
falle  reafoning  in  this  precept,  nor 
any  ill  confequence  that  would  arile 
from  it,  however  it  may  be  gainfaid 
by  the  barbarity  of  Cuttom. 

In  the  cafe  of  human  cruelty*, the 
oppretted  man  has  a  tongue  that 
can  plead  his  own  caufe,  and  a 
finger  to  point  out  the  aggreflor  : 
All  Men  that  hear  of  it  ihudder 
with  horror  ;  and,  by  applying 
the  cafe  to  themfelves,  pronounce 
it  cruelty  with  the  common  Voice 
of  Humanity,  and  unanimoufly 
join  in  demanding  the  punifhment 
of  the  offender,  and  brand  him 
with  infamy.  But  in  the  cafe  of 
brutal  cruelty,  the  dumb  Beaft  can 
neither  utter  his  complaints  to  his 
own  kind,  nor  defcribe  the  author 
of  his  wrong;  nor,  if  he  could, 
have  they  it  in  their  power  to  re- 
drefs  and  avenge  him. 

In  the  cafe  of  human  cruelty, 
there  are  Courts  and  Laws  of  Jus¬ 
tice  in  e_very  civilized  Society,  to 
which  the  injured  Man  may  make 
his  Appeal  ;  the  affair  is  canvaf- 
fed,  and  punifhment  inflicted  in 
proportion  to  the  offence.  But 
alas!  what  ihame  to  man,  and  fur¬ 
row  for  brute,  I  afk  the  queftion, 
What  Laws  are  now  in  force  ?  or 


what  Court  of  Judicature  does 
now  exift,  in  which  tire  fuffering 
Brure  may  bring  his  action  againifc 
the  wanton  cruelty  of  barbarous 
man  ?  The  Laws  of  Triptolsmus 
are  long  fmce  buried  in  oblivion, 
for  Triptolemus  was  blit  a  hea¬ 
then.  No  friend,  no  advocate, 
not  one  is  to  be  found  amongft  the 
+  bulls  nor  calves  of  the  people,  to 
prefer  an  indictment  on  behalf  of 
the  brute.  The  Prieft  palfeth  by 
on  one  fide  and  the  Levite  on  the 
other  fide  ;  the  Samaritan  ftands 
ft  ill,  fheds  a  tear,  but  can  no  more; 
for  there  is  none  to  kelp ;  and  the 
poor  wretched  and  unbefriended 
creature  is  left  to  moan  in  unre¬ 
garded  forrow,  and  to  fink  under 
the  weight  of  his  burden. 

But  fuppofe  the  Law  promulg- 
ed,  and  the  Court  erefted.  The 
Judge  is  feated,  the  Jury  fworn, 
the  indictment  read,  the  caufe  de¬ 
bated,  and  a  verdict  found  for  the 
plaintiff.  Yet  v/hat  coft  or  da¬ 
mage  ?  What  recompence  for  lots 
fuftained  ?  In  actions  of  humani¬ 
ty,  with  or  without  law,  Satisfac¬ 
tion  may  be  made.  In  various 
ways  you  can  make  amends  to  a 
Man  for  the  injuries  you  have  done 
him.  You  know  his  wants,  and 
you  may  relieve  him:  You  may 
give  him  cloaths,  or  food,  or  mo¬ 
ney.  You  may  raife  him  to  a 
higher  ftation,  and  make  him  hap¬ 
pier  than  before  you  afflicted  him. 
You  may  be  feet  to  the  lame,  and 
eyes  to  the  blind.  You  may  en¬ 
tertain  him,  keep  him  company, 
or  fupply  him  with  every  comfort, 
convenience,  and  amufement  of 
life,  which  he  is  capable  of  enjoy¬ 
ing.  And  thus  may  you  make 
feme  atonement  for  the  injury 


*  This  term,  the  author  ufes  to  exprefs  the  cruelty  of  Men  unto  Men  ; 
tha;  of  brutal  cruelty,  to  exprefs  the  cruelty  of  Men  unto  Bealls. 

-jp  Puimixviii.  3 0. 
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which  you  have  done  unto  a  Man: 
and  by  thy  afiiduity  and  future 
tendernefs,  thou  mayeft  perhaps 
obtain  his  pardon,  and  palliate 
thine  own  offence.  But  what  is  all 
this  to  the  injured  Brute  ?  If  by 
thy  paflion  or  malice,  or  fportive 
cruelty,  thou  haft  broken  his 
Limbs,  or  deprived  him  of  his 
Eye-fight,  how  wilt  thou  make 
him  amends  ?  Thou  canft  do  no¬ 
thing  to  amufe  him.  He  wants  not 
thy  money  nor  thy  deaths.  Thy 
eonverfation  can  do  him  no  good. 
Thou  haft  obftrubled  his  means  of 
getting  fubfiftence  ,*  and  thou  wilt 
hardly  take  upon  thyfelf  the  pains 
and  trouble  of  procuring  it  for 
him,  (which  yet  by  the  rule  of  ju- 
ftice  thou  art  bound  to  do).  Thou 
haft  marred  his  little  temporary 
happinefs,  which  was  his  All  to 
him.  Thou  haft  maimed,  or  blind¬ 
ed  him  for  ever  ;  and  haft  done 
him  an  irreparable  injury. 


thoughts  on  Education ,  particularly 
that  of  'Boys,  hy  Father  Gan'ga- 
nelli  j  afterwards  Cardinal  Gan- 
ganeliij  and laflly  Clement  XIV. 
the  late  Pope  ;  in  a  Letter  to  a 
Gentleman  of  T ufcany .  From  in- 
terefting  Letters  of  Pope  Clement 
XIV.  &c.  lately  puhli/hed .  See 
Memoirs  of  this  Pope,  in  our  lajl 
F i/lurne y  Part  II.  p.  5* 

education  you  propofe 
JL  giving  your  children  will  be 
only  a  varniih,  if  it  is  not  found¬ 
ed  upon  Religion.  There  are 
fame  occaftons  in  the  courfe  of 
life,  where  probity  is  not  fuffi- 
ciently  ftrong  to  reftft  certain 
temptations,  and  where  the  foul  is 
debafed,  if  it  is  not  elevated  by 
the  firm  belief  of  Immortality. 


It  is  neceffary  for  the  wifdom 
and  happinefs  of  man,  that  he 
fhould  have  a  view  of  the  Deity 
from  his  tendered:  infancy,  as  the 
principle  and  the  end  of  all  things^ 
and  Reafon  and  Faith  fhould  tell 
him,  that  it  is  defeending  to  the 
rank  of  beafts  to  be  without  either 
world  ip  or  law  -  he  fhould  be  made 
to  know  that  Truth  being  one, 
there  can  be  only  one  Religion  $ 
and  if  our  belief  was  not  deter¬ 
mined  by  authority,  every  one 
would  have  his  own  fyfleni,  and 
his  own  opinion. 

It  is  not.  by  an  attention  to  tri¬ 
fling  ceremonies  that  you  will  make 
your  children  true  Chriftians. 
Chriftianity  is  the  greateft  enemy 
to  Pharifaical  zeal  and  fuperftition. 
The  Church  prefer  ibes  duties 
enough  without  our  endeavouring 
to  multiply  them.  We  too  fre¬ 
quently  negleft  what  is  precept, 
to  follow  what  is  only  advice,  be- 
caufe  we  love  rather  to  hearken  to 
caprice  than  to  reafon  ;  and  be- 
caufe  pride  and  Angularity  perfect¬ 
ly  agree. 

You  fhould  take  a  great  deal  of 
pains  to  elevate  the  fouls  of  your 
three  young  people,  and  to  con¬ 
vince  them  that  the  greateft  plea- 
fure  of  man  is  to  reflect,  and  to  be 
confcious  of  his  exiftence.  This 
is  a  pleafure  fo  fublime  and  fo 
worthy  of  a  heavenly  fpirit,  that 
I  look  upon  him  who  knows  not 
this  happinefs,  as  a  wretched,  or, 
at  leaft,  an  infenftble  being. 

The  catechifm  is  fufficient  to 
teach  revealed  Truths  :  but  in  am 
age  of  infidelity,  fomething  more 
is  wanted  than  the  Alphabet  of 
Religion  :  You  fhould  therefore  fill 
your  children’s  minds  with  thofe 
pure  lights  which  difiipate  the 
clouds  of  modern  philofophy,  and 
the  darknefs  of  corruption. 

A  few 
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A  few  but  foil'd  books  will  make 
your  children  well-informed  Cbri- 
llians.  Let  them  be  read  lets  with 
an  intention  to  fix  them  in  the 
memory,  than  to  grave  them  on 
the  heart.  It  is  not  neceffary  to 
form  young  people  to  defend  a  the¬ 
fts,  but  to  be  obliged,  as  rational 
creatures,  to  convince  themfelves 
of  eternal  truths. 

When  youth  have  fludied  Reli¬ 
gion  from  its  firii  principles,  they 
leldom  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  fedu- 
ced-by  fophi dry  and  impiety,  tin- 
lefs  the  heart  be  intireiy  corrupt¬ 
ed. 

You  fliould  watch  carefully  to 
prelerve  them  fpotlefs,  not  by  em¬ 
ploying  informers  and  fpies,  but 
by  having  your  ears  and  your 
eyes  every  where  to  imitate  the 
Deity,  whom  we  do  not  fee,  but  who 
feeth  over  all. 

Children  fihould  not  perceive 
that  they  are  diilrufled  and  ob- 
ferved,  for  that  will  difcourage 
them,  and  make  them  murmur  $ 
they  will  conceive  averfion  againft 
thofe  they  ought  to  love,  fufpett 
an  evil  which  they  would  not  have 
thought  of,  and  feek  only  to  de¬ 
ceive; — Hence  it  is  that  all  Scho¬ 
lars  aft  only  from  fear,  and  are 
never  more  pleafed  than  when  at  a 
diftance  from  their  fuperiors. 

Be  left  the  mailer  than  the  friend 
of  your  children  $  and  then  they 
will  be  tranfparent  to  your  eyes, 
and  even  tell  their  faults  them¬ 
felves,  Young  folks  have  a  hun^ 
dred  times  told  me  their  griefs 
and  their  errors,  becaufe  I  always 
treat  them  with  mildnefs: —  they 
will  give  you  the  key  of  their 
hearts,  when  they  find  that  you 
fincerely  willi  them  well,  and  that 
it  is  a  pain  to  you  to  reprove 
th«m. 


Tiiere  are  many  reafons  which 
induce  me  to  advife  a  domeilic 
education,  and  there  are  frill  more 
which  hinder  me  from  perfuacing 
you  to  it.  Domeftic  education  is 
commonly  the  belt  calculated  to 
fecure  their  morals  ;  but  it  prefents 
fuch  a  famenefs,  it  is  fo  luke¬ 
warm  and  languid,  that  it  dil- 
courages  all  emulation :  befides, 
as  they  are  watched  too. narrowly, 
they  more  frequently  become  hy¬ 
pocrites  than  good  pupils. 

Neverthelefs,  if  you  can  find  a 
Preceptor,  gentle,  patient,  focia- 
able,  and  learned,  who  can  unite 
condefcenfion  with  fleadinefs,  wifi* 
dom  with  gaiety,  temperance  with 
amiablenels,  J  fhould  dcfire  you  to 
make  the  trial ;  being  perfuaded 
that  you  will  do  nothing  but  in 
concert  with  him,  and  that  you 
will  not  feek  to  control  him. 
There  are  too  many  Fathers  wht) 
lock  upon  a  Preceptor  as  a  merce¬ 
nary,  and  illiberally  think  they 
are  his  mailers,  becaufe  he  receives 
their  wages. 

Truft  your  Tons  only  to  a  man 
upon  whom  you  can  depend  as 
upon  yourfelf  j  but  after  you  have 
found  fuch  a  man,  do  not  hefitatc 
to  leave  them  entirely  at  his  dif- 
pofal.  Nothing  difgufts  a  Tutor 
fo  much,  as  diflruft  and  a  diffi¬ 
dence  of  his  capacity.  Take  care 
what  fervants  you  admit  about 
your  children  ;  it  is  generally 
through  them  that  youth  are  cor¬ 
rupted. 

Manage  fo  as  to  have  an  amia- 
able  ferenity  eonflantly  iliining  on 
yGur  face  and  in  your  eyes,  and 
that  every  thing  be  done  as  you 
would  have  it,  without  reflraint  or 
fear.  Nobody  loves  a  florm  ;  but 
all  the  world  rejoices  in  fine  wea¬ 
ther. 

N  3 
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Attach  pleafures  to  every  kind 
of  ftudy  which  you  propofe  for 
your  fons,  by  exciting  a  keen  de¬ 
fire  of  knowledge,  and  an  ardent 
impatience  of  ignorance. 

Take  care  that  they  have  relaxa¬ 
tion  from  their  ftudies,  that  their 
memories  and  judgments  may  not 
grow  tired.  When  difguft  is  join¬ 
ed  with  ftudy,  they  conceive  an 
averfion  to  books,  and  fight  after 
idienefs  and  fupinenefs. 

Inftrud  them  by  making  them 
love  your  documents,  not  by  the 
fear  of  punishments  ;  and  for  this 
urpofe  take  care  to  enliven  them 
y  io me  little  hiftories  or  fallies, 
which  may  awaken  attention.  I 
knew  a  young  man  at  Mi lan  who  be¬ 
came  luch  a  lover  of  ftudy,  that  he 
looked  upon  holidays  not  as  necef- 
fary  for  relaxation,  but  confidered 
them  as  days  of  forrow  ;  bis  books 
were  his  pleafure  and  his  treafure. 
It  was  a  good  Prieft  who  by  chear- 
fulnefs,  and  the  reiources  of  his 
imagination,  had  infpired  him 
with  a  love  for  works  of  tafte  and 
learning.  Pie  would  have  been 
one  of  the  moil  learned  men  in 
Europe,  if  death  had  not  flopped 
him  in  his  career. 

Adapt  their  ftudies  to  their  times 
of  life,  and  do  not  think  of  mak¬ 
ing  them  Metaphyficians  at  twelve 
years  old:  That  is  not  educating 
young  people,  but  teaching  words 
to  parrots. 

Learning  is  like  food.  The 
ilomach  of  a  child  requires  light 
rsourifhment ;  and  it  is  only  by 
degrees  that  he  is  accuftomed  to 
more  folid  or  fubflantial  diet. 

Never  fail  to  let  an  amufing 
fincceed  a  ferious  book,  and  to  in¬ 
termix  poetry  with  profe.  Virgil 
is  not  left  eloquent  than  Cicero  j 
his  defcriptions,  .images,  and  ex- 


prefllons,  give  fancy  and  elocution 
to  thofe  who  no  fie  ft  it  not  natural¬ 
ly.  Poetry  is  the  perfection  of 
language  ;  and  if  people  do  not 
hpply  to  it,  while  they  are  young* 
they  never  acquire  a  tafle  for  it. 
It  is  impofiible,  after  a  certain 
age,  to  read  verfe  long,  without 
having  a  real  tafie  for  poetry. 

Neverthelefs,  moderate  the  ftudy 
of  the  Poets  ,  for,  befides  that 
they  very  often  take  liberties  con¬ 
trary  to  good  morals,  it  is  danger¬ 
ous  to  grow  too  fond  of  them.  A 
young  man  who  only  fpeaks  and 
raves  of  verfe,  is  infupportable  in 
company  ;  he  is  both  a  fool  and  a 
madman.  I  except  thofe  whofe 
genius  is  only  proper  for  effays  or 
exercifes  of  this  kind  j  and  then 
they  are  recompenfed  for  this  en- 
thufiafm,  by  the  honour  of  becom¬ 
ing,  like  Dante,  Ariofto,  Taffo, 
Metaftafio,  Milton,  Corneille,  or 
Racine. 

Let  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 
nations  and  countries  be  made  fa¬ 
miliar  to  your  children,  without 
becoming  a  dry  ftudy  ;  it  iKould  be 
accompanied  with  iliort  and  accu¬ 
rate  reflections,  to  teach  them  how 
to  confider  events  with  judgment, 
and  to  acknowledge  an  Univerfal 
Agent,  of  whom  all  mankind  are 
but  the  inftruments,  and  all  revo¬ 
lutions  the  combined  and  fore¬ 
known  effects  of  his  eternal  de¬ 
crees. 

Hiftory  is  only  inanimate  read¬ 
ing,  if  they  attend  only  to  the 
dates  and  fails  •  but  it  is  a  book 
full  of  life,  if  they  obferve  the 
playing  of  the  paflions,  the  fprings 
of  the  foul,  the  movements  of  the 
heart,  and  efpeciatly  if  they  dis¬ 
cover  a  God,  who,  always  Mafter 
of  events,  produces,  directs,  and 
determines  them,  according  to  his 
,  -  good 
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good  pleafure,  and  for  the  accom- 
plifliment  of  his  fublime  pur- 
poles. 

Our  carnal  eyes  fee  in  this 
world  only  a  veil,  which  covers 
the  actions  of  our  Creator  ;  but 
the  eyes  of  Faith  llievv  us,  that 
whatfoever  happens  is  from  one 
Caufe,  and  that  this  caute  is  truly 
God. 

Take  care  that  a  good  Rhetori¬ 
cian  gives  a  tafte  of  true  eloquence 
to  your  Tons,  rather  by  example 
than  by  precept.  Make  them 
Comprehend,  that  what  is  really 
beautiful  does  not  depend  upon  ei¬ 
ther  modes  or  times  ;  and  that  if 
there  are  different  ways  of  exprel- 
fmg  things  according  to  different 
ages,  there  is  only  one  of  conceiv¬ 
ing  them  properly. 

Guard  themagainft  thatchildifn 
eloquence,  which,  playing  on 
words,  is  difgufting  to  true  tafte  ; 
and  perfuade  them  tnat  no  gigan¬ 
tic  ideas  or  expreiftons  ever  enter 
into  an  elegant  difcourfe.  Altho’ 
we  ought  never  to  be  fated  of  true 
eloquence,  man  is  fo  fantaftical  as 
to  be  glutted  with  it  ■,  and  it  is 
owing  to  this,  that  we  fee  a  lin¬ 
gular  and  trifling  diCtion  prefer¬ 
red  to  the  commanding  language 
of  the  Orators  of  the  laft  age. 

There  are  men,  and  periods  of 
time  which  have  eftablifhed  the 
ftandard  of  tafte  in  every  thing  ; 
and  it  is  on  their  productions  that 
the  eyes  of  your  children  fliould 
be  conftantly  fixed,  as  the  beft  mo¬ 
dels  ;  not,  however,  with  flavifti 
flriCtnefs,  for  they  lliould  not  be 
fervile  imitators  of  any  perfon. 

I  love  that  the  fancy  fliould  take 
wing,  and  aCt  from  itfelf,  inftead 
of  being  a  copy  for  want  of  inven¬ 
tion.  We  have  men  of  fine  parts  j 
and  we  fliould  have  men  of  genius, 


if  they  did  not  too  mechanically 
follow  the  beaten  road.  He  knows 
little,  who  knows  only  one  path. 
The  fpirit  of  invention  is  inexhau- 
ftible,  when  we  dare  make  the  at¬ 
tempt.  I  often  tell  my  pupils, 
“  Be  yourfelves  ; — think  in  your 
“  own  way.”  It  is  a  melancholy 
thing  to  employ  young  people, 
for  whole  years,  in  learning  no¬ 
thing  but  the  art  of  repeating. 

When  your  children  have  at¬ 
tained  the  age  of  maturity,  then 
is  the  time  to  fpeak  to  them,  as  a 
friend,  of  the  nothingnefs  of  the 
pleafures  in  which  the  world  places 
its  happinefs  ;  of  the  misfortunes 
in  which  they  engage  us  ;  the  re- 
morfe  they  excite  ;  the  injury  they 
do  both  to  body  and  foul ;  the  abyfs 
they  dig  under  our  fteps,  while 
they  appear  only  to  fcatter  flow¬ 
ers. 

It  will  be  no  difficult  matter  for 
you  to  point  out  to  them  the  dan¬ 
gerous  rocks  of  fenfuality,  ei¬ 
ther  by  vigorous  exprellions,  or 
ftriking  examples  ;  and  to  perfuade 
them  that  without  idlenefs,  the 
greater  part  of  the  pleafures  to 
which  people  addict  themfelves  fo 
immoderately,  would  have  no  at¬ 
tractions.  In  idlenefs,  as  in  fleep, 
they  form  to  themfelves  the  moft 
brilliant  ideas,  and  reprefent  a 
thoufand  agreeable  chimeras  which 
have  no  exiftence. 

When  a  fon  is  perfuaded  that  a 
father  talks  only  reafon  to  him, 
and  folely  from  tendernefs,  he 
hearkens  to  him,  and  his  advice 
produces  the  beft  effcCts. 

Laftly,  after  having  erefted  this 
edifice,  there  ftill  remains  what  I 
look  upon  as  the  moft  difficult  of 
all  ; — I  mean,  the  choice  of  apro- 
fefficn.  This  is  commonly  the 
touchftone  of  fathers  and  mothers, 
N  4  aad 
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and  the  mo  ft  critical  point  for 
children. 

If  7011  will  be  perfuaded  by  me, 
you  will  give  them  a  year  to  them- 
felves  to  reflect  upon  the  kind  of 
life  that  lints  them,  before  you 
{peak  to  them  of  one  profellipn  in 
preference  to  another.  The  good 
fedueation  they  will  have  received, 
the  knowledge  they  will  have  ac¬ 
quired,  will  naturally  lead  them 
to  a  happy  iftue  ;  and  there  will 
be  good  reafon  to  hope  they  will 
then  decide  for  themfelves,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  inclinations,  and  ac- 
-  cording  to  reafon. 

It  will  then  be  neceftary  to  fpeak 
frequently  to  them  of  the  advan¬ 
tages  and  difadvantages  of  thedif- 
ferent  conditions  of  life,  and  to  let 
them  know  how  much  their  tem¬ 
poral  and  eternal  Jntereft  is  con¬ 
cerned  in  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
their  duty.  The  face-rdotal  and 
monkifh  profefiions  furniih  ample 
matter  upon  the  ineft imable  hap- 
pineis  they  muft  tafte  who  are 
truly  called  to  them  ;  and  the  ter¬ 
rible  calamities  which  they  muft 
experience,  who  have  the  raftinefs 
to  embrace  them  without  any  but 
worldly  views.  The  rank  of  an 
Officer  or  a  Magiftrate  prefents  a 
multitude  of  duties  to  difcharge  ; 
and  it  is  fufficient  to  lay  thefe  du¬ 
ties  before  them,  to  convince 
them  of  their  importance. 

After  thefe  precautions,  and  af¬ 
ter  having  often  implored  the  af¬ 
fiance  of  Heaven,  your  fons  will 
enter  refolutely  upon  the  plan  of 
life  they  have  chofen,  and  you 
will  have  the  confolation  of  being 
able  to  fay  before  God  and  man, 
That  you  have  paid  a  proper  re¬ 
gard  to  their  inclinations  and 
their  liberty.  Nothing  is  fo 
fata]  as  for  fathers  to  thwart  the 
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inclinations  of  thejrchildren  ;  they 
expoie  them  to  perpetual  repin¬ 
ing®,  and  themfelves  to  the  moft 
bitter  reproaches,  and  even  impre¬ 
cations,  which  they  have  unfortu¬ 
nately  deferved. 

Since  Providence  has  given  you 
wealth,  and  you  were  born  in  a 
diltinguiftred  rank,  you  fhould 
fupport  your  fons  according  to  their 
fortune  and  condition ;  letting 
them,  however,  always  feel  fome  v 
wants,  and  keeping  them  always 
within  the  bounds  of  moderation* 
to  teach  them  that  this  life  is  not 
our  fixate  of  happinefe,  and  that 
the  higher  they  are:  railed,  the  lefs 
ought  they  to  become  proud.  Take 
care  to  give  them  money,  that  they 
may  learn  from  yourfelf  not  to 
become  mi'fers,  and  that  they  may 
have  it  in  their  power  to  ailift  the 
unfortunate.  It  will  be  proper  to 
obferve  with  your  own  eyes,  the 
ule  they  make  of  it;  and  if  you 
find  them  addicted  either  to  ava¬ 
rice  or  prodigality,  you  ilrould 
lelfen  their  allowance. 

Laftiy,  my  dear  and  refpedlable 
friend,  attend  more  to  the  hearts 
than  the  underftandings  of  your 
fons  :  if  the  heart  is  good,  all  will 
go  Well. 

Circumftances  muft  teach  you 
how  to  govern  them  ;  you  ilrould 
appear  fometimes  indulgent,  at 
other  times  fevere,  but  always  juft 
and  candid.  Thofe  young  people 
who  evil!  not  be  wife,  are  diftref- 
fed  when  they  are  reproved  with  a 
fpirit  of  equity,  becaufe  they  find 
again  ft  their  inclination,  that  they 
cannot  reply. 

Leave  them  a  liberal  freedom, 
lo  that  their  father's  houfe  may 
not  be  their  laft  choice ;  it  is  ne¬ 
ceftary  that  they  ilrould  be  happier 
there  than  elfewhere,  and  find 

^thofe 
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thofe  pleafures  which  may  reafon- 
ably  be  expected  from  a  parent, 
who  though  a  friend  to  order,  is 
indulgent  from  affection. 

My  pen  hurries  me  on  in  fpite 
of  me; — as  if  it  had  fentinient, 
and  relidied  the  pleafure  which  I 
tafte  in  fpeaking  to  you  of  your 
dear  children,  whom  1  love  better 
than  mvfelf,  and  a  little  lefs  than 
you.  May  God  heap  his  blelfings 
upon  them,  and  they  will  be  what 
they  ought  to  be  !- — The  education 
wnich  you  will  give  them  mud: 
bloffom  to  eternity.  There  it  is 
that  Parents  reap  the  fruit  of  the 
good  advice  they  have  given  to 
their  children,  and  that  worthy 
Fathers  find  themfelves,  with  their 
worthy  Sons,  to  be  for  ever  hap- 
py.  -  • 

Rome ,  1 6th  Aug.  1753. 


T'r (inflation  of  a  letter  from  Mon- 
Jieur  de  Voltaire,  concerning  the 
Colled  ion  of  Letters ,  from  •which 
t/te  preceding  Article  is  taken. 

Zd  May ,  1776. 

HAVE  been  fo  tired,  my  dear 
friend,  with  my  ingenious  and 
gallant  letters  which  1  have  never 
written,  and  fo  many  other  trum¬ 
peries  imputed  to  me,  that  you 
mud:  forgive  me  if  I  take  the  part 
of  every  cardinal  or  Pope,  who 
are  played  the  fame  trick. 

i  have  long  been  provoked  at 
that  political  teftament,  fo  fraudu¬ 
lently  produced  under  the  name  of 
Cardinal  Richlieu.  Can  one  con¬ 
ceive  political  councils  of  a  prime 
minifter,  who  never  fpeaks  to  his 
king  of  the  queen,  who  was  in  fo 
equivocal  a  fuuation  ;  of  his  bro¬ 


ther,  who  had  fo  often  confpired 
again!!  him;  or  of  the  dauphin, 
his  fon,  whofe  education  was  fo 
important  ;  or  of  his  enemies, 
again!!  whom  he  had  fo  many  mea- 
lures  to  take  ;  or  of  the  Proteftanrs 
of  the  kingdom,  againd:  whom  the 
lame  prince  had  fo  often  made 
war  ;  or  of  his  armies,  his  negocia- 
tions,  or  any  of  his  generals  or 
ambalfadors  ?  It  would  be  mad- 
nels  and  folly  to  believe  this  rhap¬ 
sody  written  by  a  minifter  offtake. 
Every  page  dete&s  the  molt  ill- 
concerted  forgery  ;  yet  the  name 
of  Cardinal  Richlieu  impofed  on 
the  world  tor  home  time,  and  fonts 
men  of  genius  held  up  as  oracles 
the  enormous  errors  with  which 
the  book  fwarnis.  Thus  would 
every  error  be  perpetuated  from 
one  end  of  the  world  to  another, 
if  it  were  not  for  fome  good  foul, 
who  had  the  courage  to  ft  op  it  in 
its  way.  YV  e  have  isnee  had  the 
teftaments  of  the  Duke  of  Lor¬ 
raine,  of  Colbert,  of  Louvois, 
Alberoni,  Marlhal  Belleifie,  and 
Mandrin.  Among  fo  many  he¬ 
roes  I  dare  not  rank  myfelf  ;  but 
you  know  that  lawyer  Marchand 
has  made  my  will,  in  which  he  had 
the  dilcretion  not  to  infert  a  legacy 
for  himfelf. 

You  have  feen  the  letters  of 
Queen  Chriftina,  of  Ninon,  of 
the  Marchionefs  Pompadour,  of 
IVIademoifelle  Tron  to  her  lover, 
the  Rev.  Father  la  Chaize,  confef- 
for  of  Louis  XIV.  W e  have  now 
the  letters  of  Pope  Ganganelli  ; 
they  are  in  French,  though  he 
never  wrote  in  that  language.  He 
muft  certainly  have  had  the  gift  of 
tongues  in  the  courfe  of  his  life 
incognito.  Thefe  letters  are  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  French  tafte.  Theex- 
prefiions,  the  terms,  the  thoughts, 
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the  fafhionable  phrafe,  the  whole 
is  French.  They  have  been  print¬ 
ed  in  France.  The  editor  is  a 
Frenchman,  born  near  Tours,  who 
has  taken  a  name  in  J.  and  has 
already  publifhed  feveral  French 
works  under  borrowed  names. 

If  this  editor  had  Iran  Hated  the 
real  letters  of  Pope  Clement  XIV. 
into  French,  he  would  have  depo¬ 
sited  the  originals  in  feme  public 
library.  The  public  has  a  right 
to  fay  to  him,  as  was  formerly  laid 
to  the  Abbe  Nodot,  “  Shew  me 
your  manufeript  of  Petronius  at 
Beiiegarde,  or  confent  not  to 
“  be  believed.  It  is  as  falfe  that 
“  you  have  in  your  hands  the 
“  true  fatire  of  Petronius,  as  it  is 
cc  that  this  ancient  fatire  was  the 
5':  work  of  a  conful,  and  a  picture 
of  Nero’s  life.  Ceafe  to  think 
of  deceiving  the  learned :  it  is 
only  the  vulgar  that  are  deceiv- 
ed.” 

W  hen  the  comedy  of  the  Scotch  ¬ 
woman  was  published  under  the 
name  of  W illiam  Vade  and  Jerome 
Carre,  the  public  immediately  faw 
the  humour  of  it,  and  did  not 
require  formal  proofs.  But  when 
one  makes  ufe  of  the  name  of  a 
Pope  whofe  allies  are  yet  warm, 
\ve  ih  on  Id  put  ourlelves  out  of  the 
reach  of  fufplcion  ;  one  fhould 
fliew  to  the  whole  facred  college 
the  letters  figned  Ganganelli  ;  one 
fliould  depofit  them  in  the  Vatican 
library,  with  the  attestations  of 
all  who  know  the  hand.  Without 
this,  one  would  be  branded  all 
over  Europe  as  a  man  who  dared 
to  take  the  name  of  a  Pope  to  fell 
a  book.  Reus  eji  quia  filium  Dei  Je 
Jecrl. 

For  myfelf,  I  confefs,  that,  were 
thefe  lame  letters  to  be  iliewn  to 
me  with  all  thefe  allegations,  I 


fhould  no  more  believe  them  to  be 
the  work  of  Ganganelli,  than  I 
fliould  believe  the  letters  of  Pilate 
written  to  Tiberius  to  be  really 
written  by  Pilate. 

You  afk,  why  I  am  fo  incredu¬ 
lous  about  thefe  letters.  Becaufe 
I  have  read  them,  and  can  difeo- 
ver  the  forgery  in  every..  page. 
I  have  been  fufficiently  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Venetian  Algarotti 
to  know  that  he  never  had  the  leail 
correfpondence  with  the  Cordelier 
Ganganelli,  nor  with  the  Conful- 
tor  Ganganelli,  nor  with  the  Car¬ 
dinal  Ganganelli,  nor  with  the 
Pope  Ganganelli.  The  little  pie¬ 
ces  of  advice  which  are  given  in  a 
friendly  way  to  this  Algarotti  and 
me,  were  never  given  by  this 
good  Monk  after  he  became  a 
good  Pope. 

It  is  impoffible  that  Ganganelli 
fliould  have  written  to  Mr  Stew- 
ait,  the  Scotchman,  “  My  dear 
Sir,  I  am  fin  cere ly  attached  to 
u  the  Englifh  nation.  J  have  a 
(i  fixed  eiteem  for  your  great 
“  poets.”  What  fay  you  to  an 
Italian  confeffing  to  a  Scotchman, 
that  he  “  has  a  fixed  eiteem  for 
the  Englifh  poets/’  when  be 
does  not  under  Hand  a  word  of  En- 
gliih  ? 

The  editor  goes  farther :  he 
makes  his  learned  Ganganelli  fay, 
“  I  make  fometimes  nocturnal  vi- 
“  fits  to  Newton  ;  when  all  Na¬ 
ture  is  afieep,  1  fit  up  rto  read 
“  and  admire  him.  No  perfen 
like  him  unites  fciencc  and  fim- 
“  plicity.  This  is  the  charadteri- 
“  ftic  of  a  genius  which  knows 
neither  pomp  r.or  oftentation.’* 
You  lee  how  the  editor  puts 
himfelf  in  the  place  of  his  Pope, 
and  what  a  firangc  place  he  gives 
to  Newton.  He  pretends  to  have 

read 
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read  him,  and  he  talks  of  him 
like  a  learned  Benedictine,  deep 
verfed  in  hittory,  and  yet  mode#. 
A  pleafant  elogium  this  of  the 
greate#  mathematician  that  ever 
was,  and  of  the  man  who  diffctt- 
ed  light. 

In  the  fame  letter  he  takes 
Berkeley,  Bilhop  of  Cloyne,  for 
one  of  thofe  who  wrote  again#  the 
Chriftian  religion  ;  he  ranks  him 
with  Spinofa  and  Bayle.  He 
knows  not  that  Berkeley  was  one 
of  the  profounded  delenders  of 
Chriftianity.  Fie  knows  not  that 
Spinofa  never  mentioned  it,  and 
tJi at  Bayle  wrote  no  work  exprefs- 
]y  on  fo  rcfpedtable  a  fubject. 

The  editor,  in  a  letter  to  an 
Abbe  Lami,  makes  Ganganelli, 
whole  name  he  aliumes,  fay,  44  that 
4*  the  foul  is  the  greateft  wonder 
44  in  the  univerfe,  as  Dante  fays*” 
A  Pope,  or  a  Cordelier,  might 
cite  Dante  by  wholefale,  to  appear 
a  man  of  letters  ;  but  there  is  not 
a  line  of  this  flrange  poet  Dante 
that  fays  what  he  is  here  made  to 
fay. 

In  another  letter  to  a  Venetian 
lady,  Ganganelli  amufes  himfelf 
in  coniuting  Locke  $  that  is,  the 
editor,  fuperior  to  Locke,  delights 
in  cenfuring  him  under  the  name 
of  the  Pope. 

In  a  letter  to  the  Cardinal  Qui- 
rini,  the  editor  exprefles  himlell 
thus  — 44  Your  Eminence,  who  is 
“  fond  of  the  French,  will  cer- 
44  tainly  forgive  their  civilities, 
44  though  beneath  your  dignity, 
44  '1  here  is  no  harm,  except  in  all 
44  ages  taken  collectively.  There 
44  may  be  fparks,  flames,  lil lies, 
44  rains,  dews,  rivers,  and  dreams. 
44  This  is  a  perfect  reprefentation 
44  of  nature  and  the  better  to 
“  judge  of  the  univerfe  and  the 


44  weather,  we  mufl  unite  the  dif- 
44  ferent  points  of  view,  and  form 
44  but  one.”  Can  you  really  per- 
fuade  yourielf  tha*  the  Pope  wrote 
this  nonfenfe  in  French  again#  the 
French  ? 

Is  it  not  pleafant,  in  Letter  CXL 
to  hear  Ganganelli,  ju#  made  a 
Cardinal,  fay,  44  We  are  not  made 
44  Cardinals  to  impofe  on  the 
44  world  by  our  date,  but  to  be 
44  pillars  of  the  holy  fee.  Every 
44  thing,  even  our  red  habit,  re- 
44  minus  us,  that  we  are  to  endea- 
44  vour,  even  to  the  IFedding  of 
44  our  blood,  to  aid  religion. — 
44  When  1  fee  Cardinal  Tournon 
44  flie  to  the  uttermoft  part  of  the 
44  earth,  to  preach  the  truth  un-. 
“  adulterated,  the  noble  example 
44  animates  me,  and  I  am  ready 
44  to  undertake  every  thing.” 

Would  not  one  by  this  paffage 
think  that  a  Cardinal  Tournon 
quitted  the  pleafures  of  Rome  in 
1706,  to  go  and  preach  to  the  Em¬ 
peror  of  China,  and  to  be  mar¬ 
tyred  ?  The  faCt  is,  that  a  Savo¬ 
yard  pried,  named  JViaillard, 
brought  up  at  Rome  in  the  college 
de  Propaganda,  was  fent  to  China 
in  1706, 'by  Pope  Clement  XI.  to 
give  an  account  to  the  Congrega¬ 
tion  de  Propaganda  of  the  dif- 
pute  between  the  Jacobites  and  Je- 
fuiis  about  two  words  of  the  Chi- 
nefe  language.  Maillard  took  the 
name  of  Tournon.  He  had  foon  let¬ 
ters  of  Vicar  Apodolic  in  China. 
From  the  time  of  this  appointment 
he  fancied  he  underdood  Chinefe 
better  than  the  Emperor  Camhi. 
He  wrote  word  to  Pope  Clement 
XL  that  the  Emperor  and  Jefuits 
were  heretics.  The  Emperor  con¬ 
tented  himfelf  with  putting  him  in 
prilon  atMacao.  It  was  faid  that  the 
jefwits  poifoned  him.  But  before 

the 
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the  poifon  took  effedi,  lie  had,  as 
lie  pretended,  the  credit  to  obtain 
a  hat  from  the  Pope.  The  Chi- 
nefe  know  not  what  a  hat  is. 
Mai  Hard  died  as  foon  as  his  hat 
arrived.  This  is  the  exadt  hiftory 
of  this  ridiculous  affair.  The  edi¬ 
tor  fuppofes  that  Ganganelli  was 
fo  ignorant  as  to  know  nothing  of 
the  matter. 

in  fhort,  the  perfon  who  bar- 
rows  the  name  of  Pope  Ganga- 
nelli,  carries  his  zeal  ib  far  as  to 
fay,  in  his  LVIIIth  letter,  to  a 
Bailli  of  the  republic  of  St.  Ma¬ 
rino,  “  I  fhall  not  fend  you  the 
44  book  you  afk  for.  It  is  an 
u  nmfinilhed  production,  ill  tranf- 
Cl£  lated  from  the  French,  and 
c*  abounds  with  errors  again  it  mo- 
44  rality  and  religion.  ■  It  talks  of 
64  nothing  but  humanity,  which  is 

the  prefent  failiionable  phrafe 
<s  artfully  fubfti tilted  to  charity, 
€t  beeauie  humanity  is  a  mere 
44  heathen  virtue.  Modern  phtlo- 
Ci  fophy  deipiffs  every  thing  that 
st  favours  of  Chriftianity.” 

You  will  obferve,  that,  though 
cur  Pope  is  afraid  of  the  word 
humanity,  the  Mod  Chriffian  King 
boldly  ufes  it  in  his  edict  of  April 
12,  1776,  whereby  he  diftributes 
gratis,  remedies  to  all  the  lick  in 
bis  kingdom.  The  edict  begins 
thus :  “  His  Majefty,  delirous  for 
44  the  future,  for  the  want  of  hu- 
*£  manity,  &cP 

The  editor  may  be  inhuman  orr 
paper  as  long  as  he  pleafes,  but  he 
mu  ft  give  our  kings  and  pilnifters 
leave  to  be  humane,  ft  is  clear 
that  he  is  ftrangely  miftaken  ;  and 
this  is  the  cafe  with  all  thole  gen¬ 
tlemen  that  thus  deal  out  their 
productions  under  refpedtable 
names.  On  this  rock  have  fplitall 
the  teftament-makors .  This  in 


particular  betrayed  Boifgu ilberS, 
who  prefhmed  to  print  his  Dixie- 
me  Royal,  under  the  name  of  Mar- 
ihal  Vauban.  Such  were  the  au¬ 
thors  of -the  Memoirs  of  Vordac, 
Montbrun,  Pontis,  and  fo  man y 
others. 

I  think  the  falfe  Ganganelli  is 
by  this  time  ftript  of  his  mafk.  If 
he  fet  up  for  Pope,  I  have  depofed 
him.  If  he  chafes  to  excommuni¬ 
cate  me,  he  is  heartily  welcome. 


On  the  Connexion  between  Mufic , 
Prophecy ,  and  Poetry ,  particular « 
ly  under  the  Jewifh  DiJ'penfation  § 
by  Charles  Buraev,  Efq;  Mu/'. 
D.  F .  R.  S.  in  his  General  Hif- 
tory  of  Mufic,  from  the  earlieit 
Ages  to  the  prefent  Period. 

IT  appears  from  many  paffages 
.  in  Scripture,  that  mufic  was  as 
nearly  allied  to  prophefy  as  to 
poetry. 

When  Samuel,  after  fecretly 
anointing  Saul  king,  Inftnidts  the 
new  monarch  in  the  meafures  he 
is  to  purftie  for  eftabliiliing  him- 
felf  on  the  throne,  he  fays, 
44  and  it  fhall  come  to  pafs,  when 
t4  thou  art  come  to  the  city  (Beth- 
“  el,)  that  thou  fhalt  meet  a 
44  company  of  prophets  coming 
“  down  from  the  high  place,  with 
44  a  pfaltery  and  tabret,  and  a 
44  pipe,  and  a  harp  before  them, 
44  and  they  fhall  prophefy.  And 
44  the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  will  come 
44  upon  thee,  and  thou  fhalt  pro-* 
44  phefy  with  them.” 

Who  is  ignorant,  fays  QuintK 
lian,  that  mufic  in  ancient  times 
was  fo  much  cultivated,  and  held 
in  fuch  veneration,  that  muficians 
were  called  by  the  names  of  pro-* 
phets  and  fages  ? 
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Votes,  in  Latin,  is  a  common 
term  for  prophet,  poet,  mufiiciatu 
The  oracles  of  the  antients  were 
delivered  in  Song  ;  and  the  Pythian 
priefts,  who  compofed  into  hexa¬ 
meter  verle  the  loofe  and  dis¬ 
jointed  expreffions  of  the  agonizing 
Pythia,  were  ftyled  prophets,  rar^o- 
<pr/Tut.  Thefe  according  to  Plu¬ 
tarch,  were  Seated  round  the  Sanc¬ 
tuary,  in  order  to  receive  the 
words  of  the  Pythia,  and  inclole 
them  immediately  into  a  certain 
number  of  verfes,  as  liquors  are 
enclofed  in  bottles. 

Olen,  one  of  the  firft  priefts  of 
Apollo,  was  at  once  poet  and 
prophet  i  and  Phemonoe,  the  hrft 
prieftefs  at  Delphos,  is  related  to 
have  delivered  her  oracles  in  verfe 
by  infpiration  only,  without  ftudy 
r  aftiftance. 

The  irr/prowi f atari  *  of  Italy  are 
ftili  accompanied  by  an  inftrument, 
like  the  prophets  of  old ;  and  Ita¬ 
lian  poets,  who  write  down  verfes, 
Ting  at  the  time  of  compcftng 
them. 

The  examples  in  Scripture  of 
this  union  of  mufic  and  prophecy 
are  numerous.  44  Moreover, 
“  David,  and  the  captains  of  the 
“  hoft,  Separated  to  the  Service 
41  of  the  Sons  of  Afaph,  and 
“  of  Heman,  and  of  Jeduthun, 
“  who  Should  prophejy  with  harps , 
44  with  pfulteries ,  and  with  cynt- 

44  hals. - Of  the  Sons  of  Afaph, 

44  four,  who  proj  '.died  according 

44  to  the  order  of  the  king  : - 

44  of  Jeduthun,  fix,  who  prop  he  fie  cl 
44  with  a  harp ,  to  give  thanks, 

and  to  praife  the  Lord.  And 


44  of  the  Sons  of  Heman,  the  king’s 
44  feer  in  the  words  of  God,  four- 
44  teen,  to  lifit  up  the  horn  ” 

But  the  moft  Striking  example  of 
the  cuftom  p rad i fed  by  the  pro¬ 
phets,  of  tranquiiizing  their  minds, 
and  exciting  in  themfelves  divine 
infpiration,  oy  means  of  mufic,  is 
in  the  Second  book  of  Kings. 

The  three  Jbvereigns  of  Ifrael, 
Judah  and  Eaom,  marching  with 
their  armies  though  a  wildernds, 
were  all  upon  the  point  of  being 
deftroyed  by  thirft,  as  there  was 
no  water  to  be  found  in  their  paf- 
fage,  either  for  man  or  beafL 

44  And  the  king  of  Ifrael  laid, 
44  Alas !  that  the  Lord  hath  cal- 
44  led  thefe  three  kings  together, 
44  to  deliver  them  into  the  hand  of 
44  Moab.  But  Jehofbaphat  laid, 
*4  is  there  not  here  a  prophet  of 
44  the  Lord  that  we  may  enquire 
44  of  the  Lord  by  him  ?  And  one 
44  of  the  king  of  IfreaPs  Servants 
44  anfwered  and  laid,  Here  is 
44  Eliflia,  the  Son  of  Shaph-at.  So 
44  the  king  of  Ifrael  and  jeheiha- 
44  phat,  and  the  king  of  Edom, 
44  went  down  to  him.— And  Ellina 
44  Said,  bring  me  a  minjirel.  And 
44  it  came  to  pais  when  the  min- 
44  ftrell  played,  that  the  hand  of 
44  the  Lord  came  upon  him,  and 
44  he  Said,  Thus  faith  the  Lord, 
44  make  this  valley  full  of  ditches, 
44  &c.” 

Prophet ,  in  Some  parts  of  the 
Scripture,  Seems  to  imply  little 
more  than  a  mere  poet,  or  pfal- 
modift,  who  Sung  extempore  verfes 
to  the  found  of  an  inftrument,  as 
the  impro'vvij atari  of  Italy  and 


*  Perfons  endued  with  the  gift  of  repeating  or  Singing  verfes,  extempore  or 
oft*  hand,  upon  any  given  lubjett.  They  are  laid  to  be  pretty  common  in 
Italy  among  the  learned;  and,  what  is  ftili  more  i'urprifing,  they  are  not 
altogether  uncommon  among  the  moft  illiterate  in  Spain,  with  regard  t® 
matters  of  common  occurence,  as  appears  from  Mr  liaretti’s  Account  of  his 
Journey  through  that  Kingdom. 

Spain 
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Spain  do  at  prefent.  Sometimes, 
indeed,  fach  inipiration  was  not 
likely  to  be  of  great  fervice  to  the 
perfon  upon  whom  it  was  confer¬ 
red,  nor  on  his  hearers  ;  for  we 
are  told,  1  Sam.  chap.  xvii.  and  x. 
“'that  the  evil  fpirit  from  God 
“  came  upon  Saul,  and  he  pro- 
“  pheiied  in  the  midft  of  the 
“  houfe.” 

It  is  fuppofed  by  many  of  the 
fathers  and  commentators,  that 
the  antient  Hebrews  had  a  col¬ 
lege,  or  fchool,  of  prophets, 
which  mult  likewife  have  been 
a  fchool  of  mufic  ;  as  the  paflages 
already  cited  from  the  iacr-ed 
writings  fully  prove,  that  the  pro¬ 
phets  either  accompanied  them- 
felves,  or  were  accompanied  by 
others,  with  mufical  inftruments, 
in  the  exercife  of  their  fun&ions. 

David,  by  having  cultivated 
mulic  fo  early,  feems  to  have  been 
intended  by  his  family  for  the  pro- 
fefllon  of  a  prophet.  St.  Ambrofe 
fays,  that  he  had  always  the  gift 
of  prophdy,  and  was  cholen  by 
God  himfelf,  in  preference  to  all 
other  prophets,  to  compole  plalms. 

And,  according  to  Eufebius, 
David  carried  his  harp,  or,  as  this 
prelate  calls  it,  his  lyre,  with  him, 
wherever  he  went ;  to  confole  him 
in  his  affliction,  and  to  ling  to  it 
the  praifes  of  God.  And  in  his 
preface  to  the  pfalms,  he  aiferts, 
that  this  prince,  as  head  ol  the 
prophets,  was  generally  in  the  ta¬ 
bernacle,  with  his  lyre,  amidft  the 
other  prophets  and  fingers,  and 
that  each  of  them  prophefied,  and 
fang  his  canticle,  as  inipiration 
came  on. 

The  Chaldean  paraphrafe  um- 
derilands  by  prophefying,  “  ador- 
“  ing  God,  and  Tinging  praifes 
4<  unto  him.” 


The  great  fanhedrim,  fays  the 
biihop  of  Gloucefter,  feems  to  have 
been  eftabliihed  after  the  failure 
of  prophefi.es.  And  concerning  the 
members  of  this  body,  the  rabbins 
tell  us,  there  was  a  tradition,  that 
they  were  bound  to  be  (killed  in 
all  fciences. 


‘ Truncation  of  a  Letter  from  Monfieur 
de  Voltaire  to  Monfteur  d’Argen- 
7  teuil,  concerning  Shakeipeare’s 
Works ,  and  ike  ‘ Tranjlation  of  them 
into  French,  undertaken  by  Mon ~ 
Jteur  le  Comte  de  Catuelan,  Mon - 
feur  le  Tourneur,  and  Mmjteur 
Fontaine  Malherbe. 

Ferney,  July  19,  1776. 
My  dear  Friend, 

I  Hear  that  Monf.  de  St.  Julian 
is  juft  arrived  in  my  defert 
with  Le  Kain.  If  this  news  be 
true,  I  am  quite  furprized,  and 
quite  overjoyed. — But  I  muft  alfo 
tell  you,  how  angry  I  am  for  the 
honour  of  the  gang  againft  one 
Tourneur,  who  is  faid  to  be  a  fecre- 
tary  to  a  fet  of  book-makers,  but 
who  does  not  appear  to  be  a  fecre- 
tary  of  taile.  Pray  have  you  read 
two  miferable  volumes,  in  which 
he  would  have  us  look  upon  Shake- 
fpeare  as  the  only  perfect  model  of 
tragedy  ?  He  calls  him  the  god 
of  the  theatre  ;  he  facrifices  all  the 
French  dramatics  without  excep¬ 
tion  to  his  idol,  as  they  formerly 
ufed  to  facrifice  hogs  to  Ceres.-— 
He  does  not  deign  to  name  Cor¬ 
neille,  or  Racine thefe  two  great 
men  are  only  enveloped  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  profeription,  without  their 
names  being  pronounced.— There 
are  already  two  volumes  printed  of 
this  Shakefpeare,  which  one  would 

take 


MISCELLANEOUS  ESSAYS.  191 


take  to  be  pieces  compofed  for 
Bartholomew-fair  two  hundred 
years  ago. — This  rafcal  has  found 
means  to  engage  the  king,  the 
queen,  and  all  the  royal  family,  to 
fubfcribe  to  his  work. 

Pray,  have  you  read  his  abomi¬ 
nable  conjuring-book,  of  which 
there  are  to  be  five  volumes  more  ? 
Do  you  feel  fufficient  hatred  againfb 
this  impudent  blockhead  ?  Can 
you  bear  the  affront  which  he 
throws  on  the  whole  French  na¬ 
tion  ?  You  and  Monfieur  de  Thou- 
bevillc  are  too  milky.  There  are 
not  in  all  France  enough  of  fools¬ 
caps,  enough  of  pillories  for  fuch 
a  knave  !  The  blood  boils  in  my 
veins  when  I  fpeak  of  him  ;  if  he 
has  not  put  you  into  a  paflion,  I 
hold  you  to  be  incapable  of  feel¬ 
ing.  The  work  of  it  is  that  the 
monfter  has  a  party  in  France  ; 
and  what  is  peculiarly  unfortunate, 
’twas  I  that  formerly  firft  talked  of 
this  Shakefpeare  ; — ’twas  1  that 
fhewed  the  French  fonie  pearls 
which  I  found  on  his  enormous 
dunghill  *. — I  little  thought  that 
J  fhould  help  to  tread  under  foot 
the  crowns  of  Racine  and  Cor¬ 
neille,  to  adorn  the  head  of  a 
buffoon  and  barbarian. 

I  beg  you  would  endeavour  to 
be  as  much  in  a  paflion  as  I  am, 
otherwife  I  feel  my  felt'  capable  of 
committing  fome  defperate  deed. 
As  to  my  friend  Monf.  Gilbert,  1 


with  he  may  go  full  gallop  to  the 
pillory. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c.  &c. 


TV  (inflation  of  a  Letter  \  on  the 
Jam ?  Subject  avith  that  of  the  fore - 
goings  and  witten  by  the  fame 
Gentleman ,  to  the  French  Acade¬ 
my,  nxhere  it  *v:as  read  at  their 
lajl  Public  Meeting  sn  the  Fejli - 
*val of  St.  Louis,  Auguil  the  2 3d, 
1776,  with  fuitable  Remarks  upon 
it,  by  one  of  the  Gentlemen 
< write  the  London  Review. 
From  the  London  Review. 

WE  have  here  fo  remarkable 
an  inftance  of  the  vanitv, 
petulance,  and  invidious  difpofi- 
tion,  of  this  celebrated  writer,  that 
we  fhould  gladly  pafs  it  over,  in 
refpedt  to  his  real  merit  and  ac¬ 
knowledged  excellence,  did  we 
not  think  it  a  piece  of  jultice  due 
to  the  memory  of  our  favourite 
Shakefpeare,  to  expofe  the  folly 
and  malignity  (if  we  may  give 
them  fo  harfli  a  name)  of  this 
cauftic  effulion  ot  our  author’s 
fpleen.  To  do  this  alfo,  we  need 
do  little  more  than  give  a  literal 
tranflation  of  the  letter  itfelf. 

“  Gentlemen, 

CARDINAL  Richlieu,  the 
great  Corneille,  and  Scuderi,  who 
prefumed  to  imagine  himfeif  his 
rival,  fubmitted  the  Cid,  taken. 


*  The  celebrated  Mrs.  Montague  (who  happened  to  be  in  a  company  at  Paris, 
where  the  above  letter  was  read)  as  Soon  as  fhe  heard  the  coarle  expreflion, 
enormc  fumier,  could  not  help  adding,  “  c'elt  un  fumier,  qui  a  fertilife  une 
4‘  terre  bien  ingrate  !”  ’Tis  a  dunghill  that  has  fertilized  a  molt  ungrateful 
foil. 

So  excefiively  nice  were  the  French  Academicians,  on  the  public  reading  of 
this  letter,  that  feveral  quotations  from  Shakefpeare  were  luppreffed,  as  being  too 
indelicate  to  bear  recitai  in  fo  folemn  an  aflembiy.-—*— -The  editor  of  this  work  ha* 
taken  the  liberty  of  copying  tire  example  of  the  French  academicians,  with  regard 
to  two  or  three  paffages. 


from 
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from  the  Spanifn  drama,  to  your 
judgment.  In  like  manner  we  have 
now  recourfe  to  the  fame  impartial 
clecifion,  on  account  of  certain  fo¬ 
reign  tragedies,  dedicated  to  the 
king,  our  protestor :  we  appeal  to 
firs  judgment  and  ,  to  yours.  Part 
of  the  Engiifh  nation  have  lately 
eredted  a  temple  to  their  famous 
poetical  comedian,  Shakefpeare, 
and  jhiflituted  a  jubilee  to  pis  ho¬ 
nour.  Some  Frenchmen  have  af¬ 
fected  the  fame  enthufiafm.  They 
have  imported  an  idol  of  the  divi¬ 
nity  of  Shakefpeare,  juft  as  feme 
imitators  have  done  the  Vauxhall, 
opened  feme  time  ftnee  at  Paris  ; 
or  as  others  have  ftgnalifed  them- 
felves  by  calling  the  loin  of  meat 
roaft-beej  ;  piquing  themfelves  on 
having  their  tables  ferved  with 
rmft-beef  mutton.  They  make 
their  morning  vilits  in  frocks ,  for¬ 
getting  that  the  word  frac  is  de¬ 
rived  from  the  French  ;  as,  indeed, 
are  almoft  all  the  words  in  the 
Engiifh  language.  The  court  of 
Louis  XIV.  formerly  poliilied  that 
of  Charles  II.  At  prefent,  Lon¬ 
don  is  to  polifti  our  barbarifm. 

“  in  ftiort,  gentlemen,  there  is 
pubiilhed  a  tranflation  of  Shakef¬ 
peare,  and  we  are  told  that  he  was 
the  creative  deity  of  the  fublime  art 
of  dramatic  vet  iting  ;  which  re¬ 
ceived  at  his  hands  exijience  and 
per  fed  ion  *. 

“  The  tranflator  adds,  that 
Shakefpeare  is  really  unknown  in 
Ft  'arcs,  or  rather  disfigured .  Things 
are,  then,  much  changed  in  France 


from  what  they  were  about  fifty 
years  ago  ;  when  a  man  of  letters, 
who  has  the  honour  to  be  one  of 
your  brethren,  was  the  firft  among 
you  who  learnt  the  Engliili  lan¬ 
guage  j  the  firft  who  made  Shakef¬ 
peare  known  to  you  ;  who  made 
a  liberal  tranflation  of  fome  paf- 
fages  from  him  in  verfe  ;  as  ail 
poets  iliould  be  tranflated  ^  who 
made  known  to  you  Pope,  Dryden, 
and  Milton  j  the  very  firft  who 
ventured  to  explain  the  mathema¬ 
tical  elements  of  the  great  Newton, 
and  who  prefumed  to  do  juftice  to 
the  profound  fagacity  of  Locke, 
the  only  reafonable  metapbyfician 
who  had,  perhaps,  till  then  ap¬ 
peared  on  the  face  of  the  earth  f. 

“  There  are  not  only  fome  paf- 
fages  of  his  in  verfe,  in  imitation  of 
Milton  j  but  he  engaged  Mr.  Du¬ 
pre  de  St.  Maur  to  learn  Engiifh, 
and  to  tran flat e  Milton,  at  leaft 
into  profe. 

“  Some  of  you  know  what  was 
the  reward  of  all  the  pains  he  thus 
took  to  enrich  our  literature  with 
the  treafures  of  the  Engliili ;  with 
what  cruelty  he  was  perfecuted  for 
having  propofed  to  his  country¬ 
men  the  increafing  of  their  know¬ 
ledge,  by  that  of  a  nation,  which 
they  then  only  knew  by  having 
heard  of  the  name  of  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  X  i  and  who  he  reli¬ 
gion  was  in  fome  particulars  diffe¬ 
rent  from  our  own.  The  pro¬ 
pofed  enterprife  was  looked  upon 
to  be  as  criminal  as  high-treafqn, 
as  abfolute  impiety.  This  outra- 


*  The  tranflator’s  words  are,  “  le  dieu  creatcur  de  Part  fublime  du  theatre,  qui 
requtde  fes  mains  l’exiftence  &  la  perfection.” 

f  They,  who  know  how  M.-de  Voltaire  hath  illuftrated  thefe  authors,  need  not 
he  told  how  faife  and  contemptible  is  this  boaft. 

X  Is  this  a  compliment  to  the  French  nation  or  our  own  }  or,  Does  not  this 
modeft  writer  rather  compliment  Kimfelf  at  the  expence  of  both  nations  ? 

geous 


*  \ 


/ 


/ 
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incredibly  fublime,  as  when  Csefar, 
talks  of  hi s  refemoiance  to  the 
pole-Aar  and  to  Olympus.  In  ano¬ 
ther  paflage  alfo  he  exclaims  : 


geous  behaviour  continued  ;  till  at 
length  the  object  of  lb  much  ran¬ 
cour  and  abufe  took  no  other  relo- 
lution  than  to  laugh  at  it. 

“  In  fpite  however,  of  this  ha¬ 
tred  to  Engl i Hi  philofophy  and  li¬ 
terature,  they  inlenlibly  gained 
credit  in  France.  Every  book 
printed  in  London  was  prefently 
tranflated  -y  and  thus  from  one  ex¬ 
treme,  men  ran  precipitately  into 
the  other.  Nothing  was  relilhed 
that  did  not  come,  or  that  was  not 
fuppofed  to  come  from  England. 
The  bookfellers,  who  are  dealers 
in  fafhions,  fold  Englidi  romances 
as  the  milliners  do  riohons  and 
pins,  under  the  name  of  Engliili. 

“  The  fame  perfon  who  had 
been  the  caufe  of  fuch  a  revolu¬ 
tion  among  the  wits,  was  obliged, 
in  the  year  1760,  for  well-known 
reaions,  to  write  comments  on  the 
tragedies  of  the  great  Corneille, 
and  afliduoufly  confulted  you  upon 
that  work.  To  the  celebrated  piece 
of  Cinna,  he  annexed  a  tranflation 
of  Shakefpeare’s  Julius  Csefar ;  to 
lerve  for  a  companion  between  the 
manner  in  which  the  Englifli  ge¬ 
nius  had  treated  the  confpiraey  of 
Brutus  and  Callius  againlt  Csefar, 
and  that  different  one,  in  which 
Corneille  has  treated  the  confpiraey 
of  Cinna  and  Emilius  againll  Au- 
guftus. 

“  Never  was  there  a  more  faith¬ 
ful  tranflation  *.  The  Engliili 
original  is  fometinies  in  verfe  and 
fometimes  in  profe  j  fometinies  in 
blank  verle,  and  fometinies  in 
rhyme ;  fometimes  the  language  is 


-Danger  knows  full  well, 


That  Csefar  is  more  dangerous  than  he. 
We  were  two  lions  litter’d  in  one  day, 
And  I  the  elder  and  more  terrible. 

* - “  Le  Danger  fcait  bien  que  je 

i u is  plus  dangereux  que  lui.  Nous 
naquimfes  tous  deux  d’une  merne  pol¬ 
ice  le  meme  jour;  mais  je  l'uis  Paine 
tx  le  plus  terrible.” 


“  Sometimes  the  language  is  o 
the  greatell  limplicity.  The  dregs 
of  the  people  fpeak  their  own  vul¬ 
gar  tongue.  A  cobler  propofes  to 
mend  a  fenator,  viz.  mend  his 
fhoes.  The  commentator  on  Cor¬ 
neille  endeavours  to  intimate  this 
great  diverfity  of  flyle.  He  not 
only  tranflated  the  blank  verfe  into 
blank  verfe,  the  rhime  into  rhime, 
and  the  prole  into  profe  ;  but  he 
traced  figure  for  figure.  To  in¬ 
flation  he  applied  bombafe ;  fun- 
plicity  and  even  meannefs,  to  every 
thing  that  was  Ample  and  low  in 
the  original.  This  was  the  only 
method  to  make  Shakelpeare 
known.  The  affair-  related  to  a 
literary  difpute,  and  not  a  book- 
fellers  bargain  ;  the  public  were 
not  to  be  deceived. 

“  The  new  tranjlator ,  in  re¬ 
proaching  France  with  having  no 
corred  tranflation  of  Shakefpeare, 
ought  himfelf  to  have  tranflated 
him  corredly.  He  ought  not  in 
the  very  firfb  lcene  of  Julius  Csefar, 
to  have  mutilated  his  creative  chliy 


to  be  °bferved,  that  Mr.  Voltaire  lays,  here,  that  of  his  ov 
tnmflat  on,  which  Isy/  Englifh  men  wjII  lay  for  him 

Vo L.  XIX..  1776.  O 


or 


I 


i94  MISC-ELLANE 

of  tragedy.  He  copies  faithfully 
his  model,  I  confefs,  by  introducing 
on"  the  ftage,  his  carpenters, 
butchers,  fhoemakers,  and  co biers, 
in  company  with  Roman  fenators  : 
but  he  fuppreftes  all  the  low  jokes, 
which  the  cobler  cuts  on  the  iena- 
tors.  He  does  not  even  thanflatev 
the  curious  playon  the  word  figni- 
fying  t!)e  foul  of  man,  and  that 
which  means  the  J'ole  of  a  dice.  Is 
not  fuch  a  fuppreflion  a  facrilege 
committed  on  his  dramatic  deity? 

“In  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth 
after  the  hero  is  at  length  deter- 
mined  to  affafimate  his  king  in  his 
bed;  juft  after  he  has  been  difplay- 
ing  all  the  horror  of  his  crime,  and 
the  remorfe  which  he  gets  the  bet¬ 
ter  of,  the  houfe  porter  enters  to 
deal  out  his  merry-andrew  jefts. 
This  buffoon  is  fucceeded  by  two 
of  the  kings  chamberlains,  one  of 
which  aiks  the  other,  what  are  the 
three  things  which  drunkennefs 
provokes  ;  to  which  the  other  an- 
fwers,  a  pimpled  nofe,  deep,  and 
urine. 

If  fuch  ideas  and  expreftions 
are  in  fa  ft  that  Nature  for  which 
Shakefpeare  is  to  be  adored,  his 
tranflator  fhould  by  no  means  de¬ 
prive  him  of  our  adoration.  If 
they  are  only  the  little  negligences 
of  a  great  genius,  fidelity  requires 
them  to  be  made  known,  were  it 
only  to  confole  France  by  fhewing 
her  that  other  countries  have  their 
negligences  alfo. 

Some,  of  you  gentlemen, 
know  that  Shakefpeare  wrote  a  tra¬ 
gedy  called  Hamlet ;  in  which  a 
ghoft  makes  his  appearance,  firft 
to  two  centinels  and  to  an  officer, 
without  faying  any  thing  to  either ; 
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after  which  he  vanifhes  at  the 
crowing  of  a  cock.  One  of  the 
fpeftators  fays,  it  is  the  cuftom  for 
ghofts  to  difappear  when  the  cock 
crows  towards  the  latter  end  of 
December,  on  account  of  the  birth 
of  our  Saviour.  This  ghoft  is  the 
father  of  Hamlet,  in  his  life-time 
king  of  Denmark.  His  widow, 
Gertrude,  is  the  mother  of  Ham¬ 
let,  married  to  the  brother  of  the 
deceafed,  foon  after  the  death  of 
her  hufband.  This  Hamlet  ex¬ 
claims  in  a  foliioquy  as  follows  : 

— —Frailty,  thy  name  is  woman  t 
A  little  month  ;  or  ’ere  thole  fhoes 
were  old. 

With  which  the  followed  my  poor 
lather’s  body. 

O  Heaven  !  a  beaft  that,  wants  difeourfe 
of  reafpn 

Would  have  mourn’d  longer  ! 

i  '  '  ■  '  ' 

Ah  !  Fragilite  eft  le  nora 
de  ia  femme  !  quoi  !  na’ttendre  pas 
un  petit  mois  l  quoi !  avant  d’avoir 
ufe  ies  fouliers,  avec  lefquels  elle 
avoit  fuivi  le  convoi  de  mon  pere  ! 
Oh  ciel  !  Ies  betes  qui  n’ont  point 
de  railon,  auroient  fait  un  plus  long 
deuil.” 

“  It  is  hardly  worth  while  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  cannon  are  fired 
in  compliment  to  Queen  Gertrude 
and  her  new-married  fpoufe,  and 
that  a  duel  is  fought  in  the  fifth 
aft,  although  the  action  pafies  in 
the  ninth  century,  when  cannon 
were  not  invented.  This  little 
piece  of  inadvertency  is  not  more 
remarkable  than  that  of  making 
Hamlet  fwear  by  St.  Patrick,  and 
call  Jefus  our  Saviour  at  a  time 
when  they  knew  in  Denmark  as 
little  of  chriftianity  as  they  did  of 
gunpowder. 

It  is  of  importance  that  the 

ghoft 
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ghoft  relates  to  his  Ton,  in  a  tedi¬ 
ous  tcte-a-tete ,  that  his  wife  and 
his  brother  difpatched  him,  by 
pouring  poifon  into  his  ear.  Ham¬ 
let  determines  to  avenge  his  fa¬ 
ther,  and,  in  order  to  give  no  um¬ 
brage  to  his  mother,  counterfeits 
madnefs  thro’  the  whole  piece. 

in  one  of  the  fits  of  this 
counterfeited  madnefs,  he  has  a 
private  converfation  with  his  mo>. 
ther,  Gertrude  ;  during  which, 
the  king’s  high  chamberlain  hides 
himfielf  behind  the  arras.  The 
hero  cries  out  he  hears  a  rat,  and 
kills  the  high  chamberlain  :  upon 
which  the  daughter  of  this  officer, 
who  had  an  aifedtion  for  Hamlet, 
runs  really  mad,  throws  herfelr 
into  the  tea,  and  drowns  herfelf. 

“  The  theatre  then,  in  the  fifth 
a<5t,  reprefents  a  church  and  a  bu¬ 
ry  ing-ground,  as  if  the  Danes, 
idolaters  in  the  firft  act,  were  be¬ 
come  chriftians  in  the  fifth.  The 
grave-diggers  make  a  grave  for 
the  poor  girl  ;  one  alking  the  other 
whether  a  woman  who  drowns  her¬ 
felf  ought  to  be  interred  in  holy 
ground  :  after  wrhich  they  fing  bal¬ 
lads,  worthy  of  their  profeffion  and 
their  manners  ;  at  the  lame  time 
throwing  out  the  bones  and  fcuiis 
of  the  dead  upon  the  ftage.  Flam- 
let  and  the  brother  ol  his  miftrels 
tumble  into  a  grave  and  fall  to 
fifty  cuffs. 

“  One  of  your  brethren,  gen¬ 
tlemen,  ventured  to  obferve,  that 
thefe  pleafantries,  which  might 
poffibly  be  accommodated  to  the 
tafte  of  Shakefpeare’s  age,  were 

*  Nor  are  the  French  tranflators  fingul 
preface  to  his  edition  of  Shakeipc-are, 
however  exploded  by  the  French,  and  Fie; 

O  2 
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notafpecies  of  tragedy  fuffieiently 
dignified  for  the  times  of  a  Car¬ 
teret,  a  Chefterfield,  a  Lyttelton, 
&c.  At  length  they  were  retrench¬ 
ed  at  the  molt  reputable  of  the 
London  theatres:  andM.  Marinon- 
tel,  in  one  of  his  works,  congratu¬ 
lates  the  Engjiih  on  the  reforma¬ 
tion.  “  Shakefpeare,”  fays  he,  “  is 
abridged  and  corrected  every  day  : 
the  celebrated  Garrick  hath  lately 
cut  out  of  Hamlet  thefeeneof  the 
grave-diggers,  and  almcft  all  the 
filth  a<ft.  in  confequence  of  which, 
the  piece  and  the  author  have 
been  only  the  more  applauded.” 

“  The  trarjlator  does  not  admit 
of  this  truth  j  but  takes  the  part 
ol  the  grave-diggers..  Fie  would 
have  them  preferved  truly,  as  the 
rcfpeftable  monument  ol  an  incom¬ 
parable  genius  *. 

It  is  true,  there  are  a  hundred 
paffages  in  this  play,  and  all  the 
plays  of  Shakelpeare,  fuffieiently 
grand,  decent,  iuBlime  and  intro¬ 
duced  with  equal  art  ;  but  the 
tran/Iator  give?;  the  preference  to 
the  grave-diggers  *  and  relies  on 
the  circumfrance  of  that  abomi¬ 
nable  feene  being  ftill  retained  in 
the  reprefentation  of  the  play  at 
one  ol  the  other  theatres,  appear¬ 
ing  to  require  us  alfo  to  copy  fo 
curious  a  lpeCtacle. 

“  It  is  the  fame  with  that  happy 
licence,  with  which  all  the  stftors 
are  tranfported  in  a  moment  from 
on  board  a.fliip  in  the  main  ocean, 
five  hundred  miles  on  dry  land, 
from  a  cabin  to  a  palace,  from 
Europe  to  Afia.  The  height  of  art , 

ar  in  this  opinion.  Dr.  Johnfon,  in  the 
fays  much  in  favour  of  tragi-. comedy, 
lckified  Eng  life,  criiics. 


according 
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according  to  him,  or  rather  the 
beauty  of  nature ,  is  to  reprefent  an 
adtion,  or  rather  feverai  actions  at 
once,  that  final!  laft  half  a  centu¬ 
ry.  In  vain  hath  the  judicious 
Defpreaux,  the  legiflator  of  good 
tafte  throughout  Europe,  faid  in 
his  Art  of  Poetry ,  - 

Un  rimeur  fans  peril  dell  les  Pyrenees, 
Sur  la  fcene  en  un  jour  renferme  des 
annees  ; 

C’eft  [a  que  le  heios  d’nn  fpe&ade 
groffier, 

Enfant  au  premier  a<£tc,  eft  barbon.au 
dernier. 

4‘  The  barb’rous  fcribbier  of  a  foreign 
play. 

Includes  whole  years  within  a  tingle 
day  ; 

In  the  tirlt  a£t,  tho’  hardly  childhood 
paft? 

His  hero  s  an  old  dotard  in  the  laft!  ” 

“  In  vain  might  be  cited  the 
example  of  the  Greeks,  who  found 
the  three  unities  in  nature  *.  In 
vain  might  we  talk  to  him  of  the 
Italians,  who,  long  before  Shakef- 
peare,  revived  the  fine  arts,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century, 
and  who  ftridtly  obferved  thofe 
three  great  laws  of  good  fenfe, 
unity  ol  time,  place,  and  action. 

In  vain  might  we  refer  him  to  the 
Sophonilba  of  the  Archbifhop  of 
Triffmo,  the  Rofomonda  and 
Oreftes  of  ReucelJai,  the  Dido  of 
Dolce,  and  many  other  pieces  com- 
pofed  in  Italy  almolt  a  hundred 
years  before  Shakefpeare  wrote  in 
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London,  all  of  them  according  to 
thofe  judicious  rules  eftablilhed  by 
the  Greeks.  In  vain  might  it  be 
remonftrated  to  him,  that  the 
Amintor  of  Taffo,  and  the  Pallor 
Fido  of  Guarini,  do  not  depart 
from  the  fame  rules  ;  and  that  fuch 
difficulty,  furmounted,  prefents  a 
charm  that  delights  every  perfon 
of  true  tafte.  In  vain  might  we 
reft  the  caufe  on  the  example  of 
the  painters,  among  whom  there  is 
hardly  to  be  found  one,  who  hath 
painted  two  different  actions  upon 
one  canvas.  At  prefent  it  is  pre¬ 
tended,  gentlemen,  that  the  three 
unities  form  a  chimerical  law,  be- 
caufe  Shakefpeare  has  not  obferv¬ 
ed  it,  and  becaufe  thefe  pretend¬ 
ers  would  debafe  us  fo  far,  as  to 
make  it  believed  we  have  no  other  » 
merit.  : 

The  queftion  is  not  here, 
whether  Shakefpeare  was  not  the 
creator  of  the  Englifh  drama.  We 
readily  agree  that  he  excelled  all 
his  contemporaries  ;  but  affuredly 
Italy  had  regular  theatres  in  the 
fifteenth  century.  The  Italians 
had  begun  long  before  to  reprefent 
the  paftion  in  the  churches  of  Ca¬ 
labria,  where  they  continue  to  do 
it  to  this  day.  But  in  procefs  of 
time,  fome  happy  geniuffes  began 
to  efface  the  ruif  with  which  that 
fine  country  had  been  covered,  fince 
the  inundations  of  fo  many  barba¬ 
rians.  In  the  time  even  of  Dante, 
true  comedies  were  reprefented  $ 
whence  Dante  gave  the  title  of  co¬ 
medy  to  his  Hell ,  his  Purgatory ? 


*  Much  might  be  laid,  and  with  good  reafon,  againft  this.  The  obfervance  of 
the  three  unities  was  rendered  neceflary  among  the  Greeks,  in  a  great  meafure 
by  the  imperfeaion  of  their  fcene ry  ■,  as  their  obfervance  among  the  moderns 
Jeads  dramatic  writers  frequently  into  as  unnatural  abiurdities  as  almolt  anv 
which  are  committed  by  the  breach  of  them. 

2}VA 
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and  his  Paradife.  Riccoboni  in¬ 
forms  us,  that  Floriana  was  at  that 
time  reprefented  at  Florence. 

“  The  French  and  Spaniards 
have  always  imitated  the  Italians  ; 
they  unhappily  began  by  perform¬ 
ing,  in  the  open  air,  the  Paflion, 
and  the  Myfteries  of  the  Old  and 
New  Teltament.  Thefe  infamous 
pleafantries  have  been  continued 
in  Spain  even  in  our  own  times. 
W e  have  too  many  proofs  that  fueh 
reprelentations '  were  pra&ifed 
amongcurfelves,  till  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  century  ;  witnefs  the 
Chronicle  of  Metz,  compoled  by 
the  curate  of  St.  Kuclaire.  “  in 
the  year  1437  was  played  the  Pal- 
fion  of  our  Lord,  in  the  plain  of 
Veximel  ;  the  part  of  God  by  Sig- 
nior  Nicole  Dam  Neufchatel,  cu¬ 
rate  of  St.  Victor  de  Metz,  who 
would  have  actually  died  on  the 
crofs,  had  he  not  been  relieved  by 
another  prieft,  who  was  placed  on 
it,  to  go  through  the  crucifixion 
that  day  in  his  Head  ;  the  follow¬ 
ing  day,  the  fa  id  curate  of  St. 
Victor  performing  the  Refurrec- 
tion,  topping  his  part  ;  the  faid 
play  lalting  till  night.  Another 
pried,  by  name  Mr.  John  de  Nicey, 
chaplain  of  Metrange,  played  ju¬ 
das,  who  was  near  being  choaked 
in  hanging,  for  his  heart  failed 
him,  fo  that  he  was  obliged  to  be 
liaftily  taken  down  and  carried  off. 
The  mouth  of  hell  was  well  exe^ 
CU.ted  by  two  large  damps  of  iron 
which  opened  and  fhut  as  the  de¬ 
vils  wanted  to  go  in  and  out.” 

“  At  the  fame  time,  ftroling 
companies  played  the  fame  farces 
in  Provence  ;  but  the  fraternity  of 
the  PalTion  eftablifihed  themfelves 
at  Paris  within  covered  theatres. 
It  is  well  known  that  this  company 
bought  the  Hotel  belonging  to 


the  dukes  of  Burgundy  and  there 
performed  their  pious  extrava¬ 
gancies. 

“  The  Englifli  copied  thefe 
grofs  and  barbarous  diversion's,  the 
darknefs  of  ignorance  at  that  time 
being  diffufed  over  all  Europe. 
Every  body  fought  amufement, 
and  n o  decent  amufements  were 
to  be  had.  We  learn,  in  an  edi¬ 
tion  of  Shakefpeare,  at  the  end  of 
Richard  III.  that  the  miracles 
were  reprefented  in  the  open  field, 
on  theatres  of  green  fward,  fifty 
feet  diameter  ;  where  the  devil 
appeared  in  perfon  on  the  ftage, 
fhearing  the  bridles  of  his  hogs  $ 
whence  comes  the  Englifli  pro¬ 
verb,  Great  cry  and  little  wool. 

“  In  the  time  of  Flenry  VII, 
there  was  ap  eftablifhed  theatre  in 
London,  which  ftill  fubfifts.  It 
was  much  in  vogue  in  Shakefpeare’s 
youth  ;  as  we  find  in  his  Eulo- 
gium,  that  he  is  commended  for 
taking  care  of  the  horfes  of  the 
gentlemen  that  frequented  it.  He 
did  not,  therefore,  invent  the  the¬ 
atrical  art,  although  he  cultivated 
it  with  great  fuccels.  It  is  for  you, 
gentleman,  who  are  acquainted 
with  Poly  curie  and  Athaliey  to  judge 
if  it  be  to  him  it  owesits perfection.’* 
The  letter-writer  proceeds  to 
cenlure  the  French  tranflators  fe- 
verely,  for  their  prefuming  to  con¬ 
demn  the  talle  of  fuch  Parifian 
Ariflarchufes,  who  decry  Shake¬ 
fpeare  ;  felefting  a  fine  paffage  or 
two  from  one  of  the  belt  French 
dramas.  After  this  he  goes  on  to 
carp,  with  his  ufual  partiality,  at 
the  molt  exceptionable  paflages  in 
thofe  of  Shakefpeare  :  particularly 
at  the  firit  feene  in  Romeo  and 
Juliet,  and  in  placing  part  of  the 
dialogue  between  Kent,  aed  Glo- 
cefler  in  King  Lear,  in  contrail 
O  3  with 
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with  a  pompous  paftage  of  the 
Fompey  of  Corneille.  We  cannot 
indeed,  in  thefe  infiances  difpute 
the  preference  he  gives  to  his  coun¬ 
tryman  but  when  he  takes  upon 
him  to  give  Shakefpcare  in  French, 
and  to  controvert  the  opinion  of 
th'ofe  Engl i fli  critics,  who  under¬ 
hand  both  languages,  and  prefer 
Shakefpeare  on  a  fair  comparifon, 
he  only  betrays  his  partiality  to  his 
o-zvn,  and  his  ignorance  of  our  lan¬ 
guage.  Of  this  he  gives  the  fol¬ 
lowing  inftance  : 

“  An  eminent  Scotch  judge  *, 
who  hath  publiihed  Elements  of 
Englifli  Criticifm,  in  three  vo¬ 
lumes,  in  which  are  many  fhrewd 
and  judicious  reflections,  hath  been 
fo  imfortunate,nevertheIels,  to  com¬ 
pare  the  fir  it  fcene  of  that  monfter 
called  Hamlet ,  with  the  firft  fcene 
or  our  mafter-piece,  Iphigene.  He 
affirms  that  thefe  verfes  of  Areas, 

Avez-vous  dans  les  airs  entendu 
quelque  bruit  ? 

Les  vents  nous  auroient-ils  exauce 
cette  nuit  ? 

Mais  tout  dort,  &  l’armee,  b  les 
vents,  b  Neptune, 

are  inferior  in  merit  to  the  juft  and 
proper  anfwcr  of  the  centinel  in 
Hamlet. 

Je  n’ai  pas  entendu  line  fouris 
trotter. 

Not  a  m&ufe  ftirrinf 1 

Fes,  Sir,  a  fo  Idler  might 
make  fuch  ananfwer  when  actually 
upon  guard  ;  but  not  upon  the 
ftage,  before  the  ff  ft  perfons  of 
diitinCfion,  who  exprefs  themfelves 
nobly,  and  before  whom  every 


one  fihould  exprefs  himfelf  in  like 
manner. 

“  If  you  afk  me  why  this  verfe. 

“Mais  tout  dort,  b  Farmee,  & 
les  vents,  &  Neptune, 

is  admirably  beautiful,  and  why 
the  fucceeaing  verfes  are  frill  more 
fo  ;  it  is  becaufe  they  exprefs  har- 
monioufly  thole  great  truths  which 
are  the  ground-work  of  the  piece. 
But  there  is  neither  harmony,  nor 
any  thing  interefting  in  the  low 
expreffion  of  Shakefpeare’s  foldier. 

Not  a  pioufe  ftirring. 

Whether  the  foldier  had  feen,  or 
had  not  feen  a  moufs  ftirring,  is  a 
matter  of  very  little  coniequence  to 
the  tragedy  of  Hamlet.  It  is  a 
mere  St.  Giles's  phrafe  a  low 
proverb  that  can  have  no  effeCL 
There  is  always  a  reafon  why  a 
beauty  is  a  beauty,  and  a  defeCt  a 
defeCL” 

ft 'here  certainly  is  :  but  the  firft 
principle  of  beauty  in  writing  is 
propriety.  Scribendi  recie  jap  ere 
principium  eft.  et  fans.  Now,  there 
is  neither  propriety  of  i file  nor  of 
fentiment  in  M.  de  Voltaire’s  tran- 
flation  and  criticilm.  An  Engliflh 
audience  would  burft  into  as  loud 
a  horfe-laugh  as  might  a  French 
one,  iliould  the  centinel  be  made 
pompoufly  to  repeat  in  blank  verfe, 
as  M.  de  Voltaire  fuppofes  him  to 
fay, 

1  have  not  heard  the  trotting  of  a 
monte  ! 

But  he  fays  ferioufiy  and  unaffeCt- 
ediy,  as  Lord  Kaims  oblerves,  tiot 


Th/s  Scotch  judge  is  that  judicious  and  excellent  critic  Lord  Kaims. 

a  moufe 
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a  mvufe  Jlirring.  It  is  owned  that 
the  expreftion  is  common  and  pro¬ 
verbial  ,  but  it  is  proper  and  cha- 
racteriftical,  and  therefore  affect¬ 
ing. — Our  French  hypercritic  ad¬ 
mits  it  might  be  properly  ufed  by 
a  loldier  actually  on  guard,  but 
thinks  it  too  low  to  be  made  ufe 
of  by  a  tragedian  on  the  ftage,  in 
the  prefence  of  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion*.  — Here  the  mifchief  comes 
out,  and  the  difference  between 
the  French  and  Englifh  tafte  for 
dramatic  reprefentation  is  at  once 
declared.  The  one  requires  it  to 
be  a  true  exhibition  of  nature ;  the 
other,  the  falfe  difplay  of  art.  Ad¬ 
mitting  that  in  nature  there  are 
fcenes  improper  for  theatrical  re¬ 
prefentation,  and  that  thofe  of  la 
belle  nature  only  fliould  be  exhi¬ 
bited  ;  this  conftderation  might 
'baniih  low  characters  and  fcenes 
from  the  ftage  :  but,  if  they  v/ere 
ever  introduced,  they  fhould  fpeak 
in  character.  The  centinel  on 
guard  fhould  not  aCt  the  tragedian, 
nor  fliould  the  common-foldier  ufe 
the  fplendid  diction  of  the  prince. 
It  is  for  want  of  attention  to  this 
propriety,  that,  in  almoft  all  our 
modern  tragedies,  the  fcene  has 
no  variety  of  colouring  j  but,  as 
the  critic  obferves, 

All  glares  alike  without  diftinCtion 
gay. 

It  is,  on  the  whole,  with  great  in- 
juftice,  that  M.  de  Voltaire  im¬ 


putes  his  fentiments,  on  this  head* 
to  men  of  real  tafte  in  England. 

“  The  fame  reflections,  fays  he, 
which  I  make  to  you,  gentlemen, 
have  been  made  in  England  by 
many  men  of  letters.  Rimer  him- 
felf,  that  learned  critic  Rimer,  in 
a  book  dedicated  to  the  famous 
Earl  of  Dorfet,  in  1593,  on  the 
excellence  and  corruption  of  tra¬ 
gedy,  carries  the  feverity  of  his 
criticifm  fo  far,  as  to  fay,  that 
there  is  not  an  African  ape,  not  a 
baboon,  who  has  not  more  tafte 
than  Shakefpeare.  Permit  me, 
gentlemen,  to  draw  the  middle 
line  between  Rimer  and  the  tran- 
JlatoTy  and  to  look  upon  him  as 
neither  a  deity  nor  as  an  ape  /” 

We  do  not  recoiled  the  paffage 
in  Rimer  ;  but  if  it  is  to  be  found 
in  that  learned  critic,  it  proves  he 
was  as  dull  and  taftelefs  a  pedant 
as  ever  thought  the  laws  of  nature 
fliould  be  controuled  by  the  catego¬ 
ries  of  Ariftotle. 


On  the  neiv  Species  of  faJJdonable 
Amufementy  called  Charades. 
From  the  IV ejhninjler  Magazine . 

Mr.  Editor, 

OF'HE  execrable  Ch  a  rade  s  P 
JL  that  have  lately  infefted  the 
public  prints,  might  well  provoke 
the  following-  fatire. 

“  An  anfwer  to  all  the  Charades 
that  ever  have  been  or  ever  will  be 
made. 


*  This  obfervation  puts  one  in  mind  of  the  courtly  popin-jay,  defcribed  by 
Hctfpur,  v/ho  talked  of  guns  and  wounds,  God  fave  the  mark,  i'o  like  a 
waiting  gentlewoman,  and  blamed  the  unmannerly  foldiers  for  carrying  dead 
bodies  by,  between  the  wind  and  his  nobility. 

The  Charade  owes  its  name  to  the  idler  who  invented  it.  Its  fubje£t 
gouft  be  a  word  of  two  fyllables,  each  forming  a  dirtinbt  word,  and  thole 
two  fyllables  are  to  be  concealed  in  an  enigmatical  deftription,  firft  feparately, 
and  then  together. 

o  4 


Your 
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Your  firft  in  emptinefs  of  thought 
furpaft  ; 

Your  next  in  nonfenfe,  and  in  both 
your  laft: 

The  force  of  Folly  could  no  further 

g°  -5 

To  make  a  third,  ilie  joined  the 
former  two.” 

Its  title,  however,  by  aiming  at 
too  much,  effects  nothing.  A  Cha¬ 
rade  is  not  neceflarily  “void  of 
thought,”  or  “  nonfenfical.”  On 
th  e  contrary,  it  may  be  pronounced 
an  exercife  for  the  ingenuity,  and 
where  there  is  any  to  difplay,  will 
be  fare  to  difplay  it.  It  ferves  to 
fill  up,  and  agreeably  too,  an  in¬ 
terval  at  breakfaft,  or  a  gap  in 
converfation  ;  and  if  not  greatly 
inftructive,  is  at  leaft  innocent  and 
amuling.  At  all  events,  as  it  has 
made  its  wav  into  every  fashionable 
circle,  and  employed  even  Garrick, 
it  will  fearcely  be  deemed  unworthy 
of  attention.  The  fillihefles  in¬ 
deed  that  have  appeard  in  the 
papers  under  "this  title,  C.  Fox's  on 
the  word  Pen  lion  alone  excepted, 
are  not  only  deiiirute  of  all  plea- 
lantry  in  the  ftating,  but  are  formed 
in  general  of  words  utterly  unfit 
for  the  purpofe.  They  have  there¬ 
fore  b  een  treated  with  the  contempt 
they  deferved.  In  trifles  of  this 
nature,  inaccuracy  is  without  ex- 
ciife.  Thofe,  therefore,  that  are 
now  prefente'd  for  your  jnfertion, 
are  at  leaft  free  from  this  bleinifih. 
Whether  they  are  at  all  pleafant  or 
ingenious,  let  your  readers  deter¬ 
mine.  The  conceited  pedant  may 
wrinkle  his  front  at  their  appear¬ 
ance,  but  the  man  of  real  learning 
knows  the  neceflity  of  fuch  relax¬ 
ations,  and  will  readily  cry,  Vi*ve 
la  Bagatelle  / 


CHARADE  I. 

The  removal  of  my  Second  for¬ 
merly  ferved  to  introduce  my  Firjl. 
My  Whole  is  the  companion  of 
allies.  back-cloth, 

II. 

My  Firjl ,  however  here  abufed, 
Deftgns  the  Sex  alone  ; 

In  Cambria,  fuch  is  cuftom’s  power, 
’Tisjenkin,  John,  or  Joan. 

My  Second  oft  is  loudly  called. 
When  men  prepare  to  fift  it ; 

It’s  name  delights  the  female  ear  • 
Its  force— may  none  relift  it! 

It  binds  the  weak,  it  binds  the 
ftrong, 

The  wealthy  and  the  poor; 

SliII  t is  to  joy  a  pallport  deem’d. 
For  fullen  Fame,  a  cure. 

It  may  infure  an  age  of  b lift. 

Yet  miferies  oft  attend  it ; 

To  fingers,  ears,  and  notes  too 
It,  various  lords  commend  it. 

My  Whole  may  chance  to  make 
one  drink, 

Tho’  vended  in  a  fifti-fihop ; 

’ 1  now  the  monarch  of  the  Seas, 
And  has  been  an  Archbiiliop. 

Her -ring, 

III. 

To  my  Firjl  may  I  never  be  put ! 
On  my  Second  may  I  never  be 
fordidly  intent ! 

My  Whole ,  upon  my  modefty,  I 
will  never  fell.  Bar -gain, 

IV. 

My  Firjl,  when  a.  Frenchman  is 
learning  Englilb,  ferves  him  to 
fwear  by.  My  Second  is  either  hay 
or  corn.  My  Whole  is  the  delight 
of  the  prefent  age,  and  will  be  tin* 
admiration  of  pofterity.  Gar-rick . 

My 
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My  Fir  ft  is  plowed  for  various 
reafons,  and  grain  is  frequently 
buried  in  it  to  little  purpofe.  My 
Second  is  neither  riches  nor  ho¬ 
nours,  yet  the  former  would  gene¬ 
rally  be  given  for  it,  and  the  lat¬ 
ter  is  often  taltelefs  without  it.  My 
Whole  'applies  equally  to  Spring, 
Summer,  A  lunin,  and  W  inter ; 
and  both  Filh  and  Flefh,  Praife 
and  Cenfure,  Mirth  and  Melan¬ 
choly,  are  the  better  for  being  in 
it.  Sea-jon. 

VI. 

My  Fir  ft,  with  the  mod:  rooted 
antipathy  to  a  Frenchman,  prides 
himlelf  whenever  they  meet,  upon 
flicking  clofe  to  his  jacket.  My 
Second  has  many  virtues,  nor  is  it 
its  lead:  that  it  gives  name  to  my 
Fir  ft .  My  Whole  may  I  never 
catch  l  Far- tar. 

VII, 

My  Fir  fly  is  one  of  England’s 
prime  boafts  ;  it  rejoices  the  ear  of 
a  horfe,  and  anguifhes  the  toe  of  a 
man.  My  Second ,  when  brick,  is 
good,  when  (tone,  better,  when 
wooden  beft  of  all.  My  Whole  is 
famous  alike  for  rottennefs  and 
tin.  Corn-wall. 


My  Fir  ft  is  called  or  bad  or  good 
May  pleafure  or  offend  ye  ; 

My  Second ,  in  a  thiiify  mood, 

May  very  much  befriend  ye. 

My  Whole ,  tho’  lfiied  a  “  cruel 
word,” 

May  yet  appear  a  kind  one  ; 

It  often  may  with  joy  be  heard. 
With  tears  may  often  blind  one. 

Fare-well. 

IX. 

My  Fir  ft  is  equally  friendly  to 
the  thie4  and  the  lover,  the  toper 
and  the  ftudent.  My  Second  is 
light’s  oppofite  j  yet  they  are  fre¬ 
quently  leen  hand  in  hand  ;  and 
their  union,  if  judicious,  gives  us 
much  pleafure.  My  Whole  is  tempt* 
ing  to  the  touch,  grateful  to  the 
fight, fatal  i-o  the  tafte.  Night-Jhade. 

X. 

My  Fir  ft  has  been  called  the 
feat  of  honour  ;  it  leems  to  refent 
forne  falutes  and  invite  others. 
My  Second  it  behoves  us  all  to  ap¬ 
pear  in.  My  Whole  is  frequently 
fought  for  by  the  baffled  projector, 
the  determined  vermin-killer,  and 
the  defperate  lover.  Ar [e-nick. 
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ODE  far  the  N  e  w  Year, 

Whithead, 


Jan*  i,  1 776*  Written  by  William^ 
Efq  $  Poet  Laureat. 


ON  the  white  rocks  which  guard  her  coaft, 

Obfervant  of  the  parting  day, 

Whofe  orb  was  half  in  ocean  loft. 

Reclin’d  Britannia  lay. 

Wide  o’er  the  wat’ry  wafte 
A  penfive  look  fhe  ca ft, 

And  fcarce  could -ch^ck  the  rifuig  figh, 

And  fcarce  could  flop  the  tear  which  trembled  in  ^.er  eye. 

Sheathe,  Breathe  the  fword  which  thirfts  for  blood, 
(She  cried)  deceived,  miltaken  men! 

Nor  let  your  parent,  o’er  the  flood. 

Send  forth  her  voice  in  vain  ) 


Alas !  no  tyrant  fire, 


j  , 


She  courts  you  to  be  free  : 

Submiffive  hear  "her  foft  command, 

Nor  force  unwilling  vengeance  from  a  parent’s  handT 

Hear  her,  ye  wife,  to  duty  true, 

And  teach  the  reft  to  feel  ; 

Nor  let  the  madnefs  of  a  few 
Diftrefs  the  public  weal  l 
So.  ftiall  the  opening  year  afFume, 

Time’s  fair  child,  a  happier  bloom  ; 

The  white- wing’d  hours  fhall  lightly  move. 

The  fun  with  added  iuftre  lb  in  e  j 
“  To  err  is  human,”  let  us  prove 
“  Forgivenefs  is  divine  !” 


ODE 
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ODE  for  the  King’s  Birth-D  a  y,  June,  4,  1 776,  written  by 
William  Whitehead,  Efq ;  Poet  Laureat. 

YE  weftern  gales,  whofe  genial  breath 
Unbinds  the  glebe,  till  all  beneath 
One  verdant  livery  wears  : 

You  Tooth  the  fultry  heats  of  noon. 

Add  foftnefs  to  the  fetting  fun. 

And  dry  the  morning’s  tears. 

v  '  | .  :  '  >  1  *  '  *  \  -  f 

This  is  your  feafon,  lovely  gales,- 
Thro’  aether  now  your  power  prevails  ; 

And  our  dilated  breaits  flhall  own 
The  joys  which  flow  from  you  alone. 

Why,  therefore,  in  yon  dubious  Iky, 

With  out-fpread  wing,  and  eager  eye 
On  diftant  feenes  intent, 

“  Sits  expectation  in  the  air” — 

Why  do  alternate  hope  and  fear 
Sufpend  fome  great  event  ? 

Can  Britain  fail  ? — The  thought  were  vain  ! 

The  powerful  emprefs  of  the  main 
But  ftrives  to  finooth  th’  unruly  flood, 

And  dreads  a  conqueh  ftain’d  with  blood. 

While  yet,  ye  winds,  your  breezy  balm 
Thro’  nature  fpreads  a  general  calm, 

While  yet  a  paufe  fell  difcord  knows; 

Catch  the  foft  moment  of  repofe, 

Your  genuine  powers  exert  ; 

T 0  pity  melt  the  obdurate  mind. 

Teach  every  bofom  to  be  kind, 

And  humanize  the  heart. 

Propitious  gales,  O  wing  your  way  f 
And  whilft  we  hail  that  rightful  fway 
Whence  temper’d  freedom  fprings, 

'The  blifs  we  feel  to  future  times 
Extend,  and  from  your  native  climes 
Bring  peace  upon  your  wings  J— 

ARISTOTLE’S 


1 


POETRY. 


204 

9  \  '  , 

ARISTOTLE’S  HYMN  /0  VIRTUE,  in  Memory 

0/  HER  MI  AS. 

T r (inflated  from  the  Greek .  By  Dr.  Burney, 

VIRTUE !  thou  fource  of  pure  delight, 

Whofe  rugged  mien  can  ne’er  affright 
The  man  with  courage  fir’d  ; 

For  thee  the  Tons  of  Greece  have  run 
To  certain  ills,  which  others  fliun. 

And  glarioufiy  expir’d. 

Whene’er  thy  facred  feeds  take  root^ 

Immortal  are  the  flow’rs  and  fruit. 

Unfading  are  the  leaves  ; 

Dearer  than  fmiles  of  parent  kind. 

Or  balmy  fleep,  or  gold  refin’d, 

The  joys  thy  triumph  gives. 

For  thee  the  twins  of  mighty  Jove, 

For  thee  divine  Alcides  ftrove. 

From  Vice  the  World  to  free  ; 

For  thee  Achilles  quits  the  light. 

And  Ajax  plunges  into  night, 

Eternal  night,  for  thee. 

Hermias,  the  darling  of  mankind, 

Snail  leave  a  deathlefs  name  behind. 

For  thee  untimely  flain  ; 

As  long  as  love’s  bright  altars  blaze, 

His  worth  fhall  furniih  grateful  praife 
To  all  the  Mules  train. 

\ 

A  M  E  •  R  I  C  A. 

Addrejjed  to  the  Rev.  Dean  T  u  c  r,  f  fu 

Said  to  be  written  by  So  a  me  Jenyns,  Efq  ; 

C^ROWN  D  be  the  man  with  laifing  praife, 
j  Who  firft  contriv’d  the  pin 
To  loofe  mad  horfes  from  the  chaife. 

And  lave  the  neck*  within. 

See 
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See  how  they  prance,  and  bound,  and  fkip. 
And  all  controul  difdain  1 

They  bid  defiance  to  the  whip. 

And  tear  the  filken  rein. 

Awhile  we  try  if  art  or  ftrength 
Are  able  to  prevail  ; 

But,  hopelefs,  when  we  find  at  length 
That  all  our  efforts  fail. 

With  ready  foot  the  fpring  we  prels. 

Out  jumps  the  magic  plug. 

Then  difengag’d  from  all  diftrefs. 

We  fit  quite  fafe  and  fnug. 

The  pamper’d  deeds,  their  freedom  gain’d, 
Run  off  full  fpeed  together  ; 

But,  having  no  plan  afcertain’d. 

They  run  they  know  not  whither. 

Boys,  who  love  mifchief  and  a  courfe, 
Enjoying  the  difafter, 

Bawl,  dop  ’em!  hop  ’em!  till  they’re  hoar fe. 
But  mean  to  drive  them  falter. 

Each,  claiming  now  his  nat’ral  right. 

Scorns  to  obey  his  brother  ; 

So  they  proceed  to  kick  and  bite. 

And  worry  one  another. 

Hungry  at  lad,  and  blind,  and  lame. 
Bleeding  at  nofe  and  eyes, 

By  fuff’ri  ngs  grown  extremely  tame. 

And  by  experience  wife. 

With  bellies  full  of  liberty, 

But  void  of  oats  and  hay. 

They  both  fneak  back,  their  folly  fee* 

And  run  no  more  away. 

Let  all  who  view  th’  indru&ive  fcene, 

And  patronize  the  plan, 

Give  thanks  to  Glo’ller’s  honed  Dean, 

For,  Tucker,  thou’rt  the  man! 
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Pi  dure  of  the  domeftic  Life  and  Manners  of  the  Ancient  Knights  ;  being 
the  opening  of  a  mojl  ingenious  elegant  Poem,  entitled ,  Sir  Eld  red 
of  the  Bower,  a  Legendary  Tale,  by Mifs  Hannah  Moore. 


^TpHERE  was  a  young,  and  valiant  Knight, 
A  Sir  El  dr  e  d  v/ as  his  name. 

And  never  did  a  worthier  wight 
The  rank  of  knighthood  claim. 


Where  gliding  Pay  herflrearri  fends  forth. 
To  crown  the  neighbouring  wood, 

The  antient  glory  of  the  North, 

Sir  Eldred’s  caftle  flood. 


The  youth  was  rich  as  youth  might  'be  , 
In  patrimonial  dower  ; 

And  many  a  noble  feat  had  he 
Atchiev’d,  in  hall,  and  bower. 

He  did  not  think,  as  fome  have  thought. 
Whom  honour  never  crown’d, 

The  fame  a  father  dearly  bought. 

Con’d  make  the  fon  renown’d. 

He  better  thought,  a  noble  fire, 

Vv  ho  gallant  deeds  nad  done, 

To  deeds  oi  hardihood  iliou’d  hre 
A  brave  and  gallant  fon. 


The  faired  anceftry  on  earth 
W ithout  delert  is  poor  j 
And  every  deed  of  lofty  worth 
Is  but  a  tax  for  more. 


Sir  Eldred’s  heart  was  good  and  kind. 
Alive  to  Pity’s  call ; 

A  croud  of  virtues  grac’d  his  mind. 

He  lov’d,  and  felt  for  all. 

When  merit  raffed  the  fufferer’s  name. 

He  doubly  ferved  him  then  ; 

And  thofe  who  con’d  not  prove  that  claim. 
He  thought  they  ftill  were  men. 

But  facred  truth  the  Mufe  compels 
His  errors  to  impart  ; 

And  yet  the  Mufe,  reludlant,  tells 
I  he  fault  of  Eldre  d’s  heart. 
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Tho’  kind  and  gentle  as  the  dove. 

As  free  from  guile  and  art,’ 

And  mild  and  foft  as  infant  love. 

The  feelings  of  this  heart  ; 

Yet  if  diftruft  his  thoughts  engage. 

Or  jealoufy  infpires, 

His  bofom  wild  and  boundlefs  rage 
Inflames  with  all  its  fires : 

Not  Thule’s  waves  fo  wildly  break 
To  drown  the  northern  ihore  ; 

Not  Etna’s  entrails  fiercer  fhake. 

Or  Scythia’s  tempelvs  roar. 

As  when  in  fummer’s  fweeteft  day. 

To  fan  the  fragrant  morn, 

The  fighing  breezes  foftly  ftray 
O’er  fields  of  ripen’d  corn ; 

Sudden  the  lightning’s  blalt  delcends, 
Deforms  the  ravag’d  fields  ; 

At  once  the  various  ruin  blends. 

And  all  refiftlefs  yields. 

But  when  to  clear  hfs  ftormy  bread. 

The  fon  of  reafon  fhone, 

And  ebbing  paflions  funk  to  reft, 

And  ihew’d  what  rage  had  done  : 

O  then  what  anguifh  he  betray’d  1 
His  fhame  how  deep,  how  true! 

He  view’d  the  wafte  his  rage  had  made. 
And  fhudder’d  at  the  view. 

The  meek-ey’d  dawn,  in  faffron  robe. 
Proclaim’d  the  opening  day  ; 

Up  rofe  the  fun  to  gild  the  globe, 

And  hail  the  new-born  May  j 

The  birds  their  amorous  notes  repeat, 
And  glad  the  vernal  grove, 

Their  feather’d  partners  fondly  greet 
With  many  a  fong  of  love  ; 

When  pious,  Eldred  walk’d  abroad 
His  morning  vows  to  pay, 

And  hail  the  univerfal  Lord 
Who  gave  the  goodly  day. 
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That  done — he  left  his  woodland  glade* 
And  journey’d  far  away  • 

He  lov’d  to  court  the  ftranger  fhade. 

And  thro’  the  lone  vale  ftray. 

Within  the  bofom  of  a  wood. 

By  circling  hills  embrac’d, 

A  little,  modeft,  manfion  flood. 

Built  by  the  hand  of  Tafte. 

While  many  a  prouder  caftle  fell, 

''Ills,  lately  did  endure  ; 

The  houfe  where  guardian  virtues  dwell 
Is  /acred,  and  fecure. 

Of  Eglantine  an  humble  fence 
Around  the  manfion  flood, 

Which  charm’d  at  once  the  ravifh’d  fenfe  , 
And  fcreen’d  an  infant  wood. 

The  wood  receiv’d  an  added  grace, 

As  pleas’d  it  bent  to  look, 

And  view  d  its  ever  verdant  face 
Reflected  in  a  brook. 

The  fmallnefs  of  the  hream  did  well 
The  mafter’s  fortunes  iliew ; 

But  little  ftreams  may  ferve  to  tell 
F rom  what  a  fource  they  flow. 

This  manfion  own’d  an  aged  Knight, 

And  fuch  a  man  was  he, 

As  Heaven  juft  fhews  to  human  fight. 

To  tell  what  man  fhou’d  be. 

His  youth  in  many  a  well-fought  field 
Was  train’d  betimes  to  war  ^ 

His  boiom,  like  a  well-worn  fhield, 

W as  grac’d  with  many  a  fear. 

The  vigour  of  a  green  old  age 
Fils  reverend  form  did  bear°; 

And  yet,  alas  !  the  warrior-fage 
Had  drain’d  the  dregs  of  care  : 

And  forrow  more  than  age  can  break 
And  wound  its  hnplefs  prey  j 
Twas  lorrow  furrow’d  his  firm  check ; 

And  turn’d  his  bright  locks  grey. 


POETRY 

One  darling  Daughter  Tooth’d  his  cares, 

A  young  and  beauteous  dame  j 

Sole  comfort  of  his  failing  years, 

And  Birth  a  was  her  name. 

Her  heart  a  little  facred  flirine, 

Where  all  the  Virtues  meet ; 

And  holy  Hope,  and  Faith  divine, 

Had  claim’d  it  for  their  feat. 

She  rear’d  a  fair  and  fragrant  bower 
Of  wild  and  rultic  talte, 

And  there  fhe  fcreen’d  each  fav’rite  flower 
From  ev’ry  ruder  blaft. 

And  not  a  fhrub  or  plant  was  there 
But  did  Tome  moral  yield  ; 

For  wifdom,  with  a  father’s  care. 

Was  found  in  ev’ry  field. 

Death  of  Alico,  an  African  Slav  e,  condemned  for  Rebellio 
Jamaica,  1762.  j5jBryant  Edwards,  Efq-t  of  Jamaica. 

I. 

TIS  pad  : — Ah  1  calm  thy  *  cares  to  rell ! 

Firm  and  unmov’d  am  I  :  — 

In  Freedom’s  caufe  I  bar’d  my  breaft,-^ 

In  Freedom’s  caufe  I  die. 


If. 

Ah  ftop  !  thou  doft  me  fatal  wrong  : — - 
Nature  will  yet  rebel  ; 

For  I  have  lov’d  thee  very  long, 

And  lov’d  thee  very  well. 

III.  * 

To  native  fkies  and  peaceful  bow’rs, 

I  Toon  fhall  wing  my  way  ; 

Where  joy  fhall  lead  the  circling  hours, 
Unlefs  too  long  thy  ftay. 


IV. 

O  fpeed,  fair  fun  !  thy  courfe  divine  ; 

My  Abala  remove  ; - 

There  thy  bright  beams  fhall  ever  fhine, 
And  I  for  ever  love  ! 


He  is  iuppofed  to  tddreft  his  wife 
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v. 

On  thofe  bleft  fhores — a  Slave  no  more  ! 

In  peaceful  eafe  I’ll  ftray  ; 

Or  roufe  to  chace  the  mountain  boar. 

As  unconfin’d  as  day ! 

4* 

VI. 

No  Chriftian  Tyrant  there  is  known 
To  mark  his  fteps  with  blood. 

Nor  fable  Mis’ry’s  piercing  moan 
Refounds  thro’  ev’ry  wood  ! 

VII. 

Yet  have  I  heard  the  melting  tongue. 
Have  feen  the  falling  tear  ; 

Known  the  good  heart  by  pity  wrung, 

Ah !  that  fuch  hearts  are  rare  ! 

VIII. 

Now,  Chriftian,  glut  thy  ravifh'd  eyes 
• — I  reach  the  joyful  hour  ; 

Now  bid  the  fcorching  flames  arife* 

And  thefe  poor  limbs  devour  : 

IX. 

But  know,  pale  Tyrant,  *tis  not  thine 
Eternal  war  to  wage  ; 

The  death  thou  giv’ft  iliall  but  combine 
To  mock  thy  baffled  rage. 

X. 

O  Death,  how  welcome  to  th’  oppreft  l 
Thy  k  ind  embrace  I  crave  ; 

Thou  bring’ft  to  Mis’ry’s  bofom  Reft, 

And  Freedom  to  the  Slave  / 

ODE.  To  Mifs  ****** 

By  the  Same. 

O  CLEAR  that  cruel  doubting  brow! 

> — I’ll  call  on  mighty  Jove 
To  witnefs  .this  eternal  vow  j 
*Tis  you  alone  I  love  i 


*  O  leave 
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*  O  leave  the  God  to  foft  repofe,’ 

(The  fm i ling  Maid  replies) 

*  For  Jove  but  laughs  at  lover’s  oaths, 

‘  And  lover’s  perjuries.’ 

By  honour’d  Beauty’s  gentle  pow’r  ; 

•  By  Friendfhip’s  holy  flame  ; — 

‘  Ah  !  what  is  Beauty  but  a  flow’r, 

‘  And  Friendship  but  a  name!’ 

By  thofe  dear  tempting  lips,  I  cried 
— W  ith  arch  ambiguous  look 

Convinc’d,  my  Cloe  glanc’d  afide. 

And  bade  me  kifs  the  book. 

BR1STOWE  TRAGEDIE:  Or,  The  Dethe  of  Syr  Charles 

Bawd  in.  From  Poems  Juppofed  to  have  been  written  at  Briftol,  by 
1  homas  Rowley,  and  others ,  in  the  Fifteenth  Century.  See  an  Ar¬ 
ticle  among  our  Antiquities  for  this  Tear ,  particularly  p.  159.  and  an¬ 
other  Poem  entitled  Song  to  TElle,  in  our  l aft  Tear's.  Poetry ,  afcribed 
to  the  above  Thomas  Ro  wle  y. 

HE  featherd  fongfter  chaunticleer 
Han  wounde  hys  bugle  Borne 

And  tolde  the  earlie  villager 
The  commynge  of  the  morne  : 

Kynge  Edwarde  fawe  the  ruddie  ftreakes  5 

Of  lyghte  eclypfe  the  greie; 

And  herde  the  raven’s  crockynge  throte 
Proclayme  the  fated  dale. 

“  Thou’rt  ryght,”  quod  hee,  “  for,  by  the  Goddc 
“That  fyttes  enthron’d  on  hyghe ! 

“  Charles  Bawdin,  and  hys  fellowes  twaine, 

“  To-daie  iliall  furelie  die.” 

Thenne  wythe  a  jugge  of  nappy  ale 
Hys  Knyghtes  dydd  onne  hyinm  waite • 

“  Goe  tell  the  traytour,  that  to-daie 
“  Hee  leaves  thys  mortall  ftate,” 

Syr  Canterlone  thenne  bendedd  lowe, 

Wythe  harte  brynmi-fulle  of  woe  : 

He  journey’d  to  the  caftle-gate,  ' 

And  to  Syr  Charges  dydd  goe. 

Butt  whenne  hee  came,  hys  children  twaine. 

And  eke  hys  lovynge  wyfe, 

With  brinie  tears  dydd  wett  the  floore. 

For  goode  Syr  Charlefes  lyfe. 
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“  O  goods  Syr  Charles  !”  fayd  Canterlone, 
tl  Badde  tydyngs  I  doe  brynge.” 

“  Speke  boldlie,  nianne,”  fayd  brave  Syr  Charles, 
“  Whatte  fays  thie  traytor  kynge  ?” 

“  I  greeve  to  telle  before  yonne  fonne 
“  Does  fromme  the  welkinn  flye, 

“  Hee  hath  uponne  hys  honour  fworne, 

“  That  thou  fhalt  furelie  die/’ 

“  Wee  all  muff  die,”  quod  brave  Syr  Charles  ; 

“  Of  thatte  I’m  not  affearde  ; 

“Whatte  bootes'to  lyve  a  little  fpace  ? 

“  Thanke  Jesu,  I’m  prepar'd : 

u  But  telle  thye  kynge,  for  myne  hee’s  not, 

“  X’de  fooner  die  to  daie 

“  Thanne  lyve  hys  Have,  as  manie  are, 

“  Tho‘  I  fhoulde  lyve  for  aie. 

“  Thenne  Canterlone  hee  dydd  goe  out, 

“To  telle  the  maior  ftraite 

“  To  gett  all  thynges  ynne  reddynels 
“  For  goode  Syr  Charlefes  fate. 

Thenne  Maifterr  Canynge  laughte  the  kynge. 
And  felle  down  onne  hys  knee  j 

“  I‘m  come,”  quod  hee,  “  unto  your  grace 
“To  move  your  clemencye.” 

Thenne  quod  the  kynge,  “  Your  tale  fpeke  out, 
“  You  have  been  much  oure  friende^ 

“  Whatever  youre  requefl  may  bee, 

“  Wee  wylle  to  ytte  attended* 

“  My  nobile  leige!  alls  my  requeft 
“  Ys  for  a  nobile  knyghte, 

Vv  ho,  tho  may  hap  hee  has  done  wronge, 
“Hee  thoughte  ytte  ftylle  was  ryghte: 

Hee  Has  a  fpoufe  and  children  twaine, 

“  Alie  rewyn‘d  are  for  aie  ; 

“  Yff  that  you  are  refolv‘d  to  lett  ,  t 

“  Charles  Bawdin  die  to-daie/* 

“  lTfke  nott  of  fuch  a  traytour  vile/’ 

^  ke  kynge  ynne  furie  fayde  ; 

u  Before  the  evening  ftarre  doth  ilieene* 

“  Bawdin  {hall  loofe  hys  hedde;  ? 
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u  Juftice  does  loudlie  for  hym  calle, 

44  And  hee  lTialle  have  hys  meede : 

“  Speke,  Maifter  Canynge  l  Whatte  thynge  elfc 
44  Att  prefent  doe  you  neede  ?” 

“  My  nobile  Ieige  V ’  goode  Canynge  fayde. 
Leave  juftice  to  our  Godde, 

44  And  laye  the  yronne  rule  afyde  ; 

“  Be  thyne  the  olyve  rodde. 

“  Was  Godde  to  ferche  our  hertes  and  reines, 
44  The  beft  were  lynners  grete  ; 

**  Christ's  vycarr  only  knowes  ne  fvniie, 

“  Ynne  a  lie  thys  mortall  ftate. 

Lett  mercie  rule  thyne  infante  reigne, 

**  'Twylie  fafte  thye  crowne  fulle  lure  j 
“  From  race  to  race  thy  familie 
“  Alle  lov’reigns  fhall  endure  : 

k<  Butt  yff  wythe  bloode  and  fiaughter  thou 
“  Beginng  thy  infante  reigne, 

T  hy  crowne  uponne  thy  childrenncs  brows 
“  VVylle  never  long  remayne.” 

44  Canynge,  awaie  !  this  traytour  vile 
Has  fcorn’d  my  power  and  mee  ; 

**  Howe  canft  thou  thenne  for  fuch  a  mann£ 

44  Intreat  my  clemencye  ?’* 

My  nobile  leige  I  the  tri^lie  brave 
“  Wylie  val’rous  actions  prize, 

44  Reipedt  a  brave  and  nobile  mynde, 

44  Altho’  ynne  enemies. ”  , 

“  Canynge,  awaie  1  By  Godde  ynne  Heav’n, 

44  'Fhatt  dydd  mee  beinge  gyve, 

*f  I  wylle  nott  tafte  a  bitt  of  breade 
44  Vvhilft  thys  Syr  Charles  dothe  lyve. 

By  Marie,  and  alle  Seinfles  ynne  Heav’n 
This  lunne  (hall  be  his  lafte.” 

Thenne  Canynge  dropt  a  brinie  teare. 

And  from  the  prefence  pafte. 

Wyth  herte  brymm-fulle  of  gnawynge  grief, 
Hee  to  Syr  Charles  dydd  goe, 

And  fatt  hymm  downe  uponne  a  ftoole, 

And  tcares  beganne  to  Howe. 
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<#  Wee  all  muft  die,”  quod  brave  Syr  Charles  ; 

44  Wliatte  bootes  ytte-  howe  or  whenne  ; 

“  Dethe  ys  the  fure,  the  certaine  fate 
44  Of  all  wee  mortall  menne. 

“  Saye  why,  my  friend,  thie  honeft  foul 
44  Runns  overr  att  thyne  eye  ; 

44  Is  ytte  for  my  moft  welcome  doome 
44  Thatt  thou  doft  child-lyke  crye  ?’* 

Quod  godlie  Canynge,  44  I  doe  weepe, 

44  Thatt  thou  foe  foone  muft  dye, 

44  And  leave  thy  fonnes  and  helplefs  wyfe  5 
44  ’Tys  thys  tiiatt  wettes  myne  eye.” 

44  Thenne  drie  the  tears  thatt  out  thyne  eye 
“  From  godlie  fountaines  fprynge  ; 
ic  Dethe  I  defpife,  and  alle  the  power 
44  Ol  Edwarde,  traytor  kynge. 

u  Whan  throgh  the  tyrant’s  welcom  means 
44  I  dial]  reftgne  my  lyfe, 

44  The  Godde  I  ferve  wylle  foone  provyde 
44  For  bothe  mye  fonnes  and  v/yfe. 

44  Before  I  fawe  the  lyghtfome  funne, 

44  Thys  was  appointed  mee  ; 

Shall  mortall  rnanne  repyne  or  grudge 
44  Whatt  Godde  ordenyes  to  bee  ? 

4£  Howe  oft  ynne  battaile  have  I  ftoode 
44  Whan  thoulands  dy’d  arounde  ; 

44  Whan  fmokynge  ftreemes  of  crimfon  bloode 
44  Imbrew’d  the  fattened  ground  : 

44  Howe  dydd  I  knowe  that  ev’ry  darte, 

44  Thatt  cutte  the  airie  waie, 
u  Myghte  nott  fynde  paftage  toe  my  harte, 

“  And  clofe  myne  eyes  for  aie  ? 

**  And  fhall  I  nowe,  forr  feere  of  dethe, 

44  Looke  wanne  and  bee  dyfmayde  ? 

44  Ne !  fromm  my  herte  ftie  childyfhe  feere, 

“  Bee  alle  the  manne  difplay’d* 

44  Ah,  goddelyke  Henrie  !  Godde  forefendt, 

.  “  And  guarde  thee  and  thye  fonne, 

44  Yff  ’tis  hys  wylle  ;  but  yff  ’tis  nott, 

44  Why  thenne  hys  wylle  be  donne. 
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“  My  honeft  friende,  my  faulte  has  beene  145 

“To  ferve  Godde  and  mye  prynce 

“  And  thatt  I  no  tyme-ferver  am, 

“  My  dethe  wylle  foone  convyncc. 

“  Ynne  Londcnne  citye  was  I  borne, 

“  Of  parents  of  grete  note  : 

“  My  fadre  dydd  a  nobile  armes 
“  Emblazon  onne  hys  cote : 

“  I  make  ne  doubte  butt  hee  ys  gone 
“  Where  foone  I  hope  to  goe  ; 

V  Where  wee  for  ever  /hall  bee  bleft, 

“  From  oute  the  reech  of  woe  : 

“  Hee  taughte  mee  juftice  and  the  laws 
“  Wvth  pitie  to  unite  ; 

“  And  eke  hee  taughte  mee  howe  to  knowe 

“  The  wronge  caufe  fromm  the  ryghte  :  160 

“  Hee  taughte  mee  wythe  a  prudent  hande 
“  To  feede  the  hungrie  poore, 

“  Ne  lett  mye  farvants  dryve  awaie 
“  The  hungrie  fromme  my  doore  : 

“  And  none  can  faye,  butt  alle  mye  lyfe  165 

“  I  have  hys  wordyes  kept  ; 

“  And  fumm’d  the  adtyonns  of  the  da.ie 
“  Eche  nyghte  before  I  flept. 

,  '  i  ±  t  . 

“  I  have  a  fpoufe,  go  alke  of  her, 

“  YfF  I  defyl’d  her  bedde  ?  171 

I  have  a  kynge,  and  none  can  laie 
“  Blacke  treafon  onne  my  hedde. 

“  Ynne  Lent,  and  one  holie  eve, 

“  Fromm  fiefihe  I  dydd  refrayne  • 

Whie  inould  I  thenne  appeare  difmay’d  175 

“To  leave  thys  worlde  of  payne  ? 

“  Ne !  haplefs  Henrie !  I  rejoyce, 

“  I  fhalle  ne  fee  thye  dethe  j 

“  Mofte  willynglie  ynne  thye  juft  caufe 

“  Doe  I  refign  mye  brethe.  180 

“  Oh,  fickle  people !  rewyn’d  londe  ! 

“  Thou  wylt  kenne  peace  ne  moe  ; 

“  Whyle  Richard’s  fonnes  exalt  themfelves, 

“  Thye  brookes  wythe  bloude  wylle  ilowe. 

P4 


Ho 


«5S 


“  Sale, 


2i6 


P  O  E  T  R  Y, 

“  Sale,  were  ye  tyr’d  of  godlie  peace, 

“  And  godlie  Henrie’s  reigne, 

*  Thatt  you  dydd  choppe  youre  eafie  daies 
“  For  thofe  of  bloude  and  peyne  ? 

€Lt  Whatte  tho’  I  onne  a  fledde  bee  drawne, 

“  And  mangled  by  a  hynde, 

**  I  doe  defy  the  traytor’s  pow'r, 

Hee  can  ne  harm  my  mynde  ; 

4i  Whatte  tho’  uphoifted  onne  a  pole, 

“  Mye  lymbes  fhall  rotte  ynne  ayre, 

64  And  ne  ryche  monument  of  braffe 
Charles  Bawdin’s  name  fliall  bear  ; 

“  Yett  ynne  the  holie  booke  above, 

Whycbe  tyme  can’t  eate  awaie, 

There  v/ythe  the  farvants  of  the  Lords 
u  Mye  name  fliall  lyve  for  aie. 

iX  Thenne  welcome  dethe !  for  lyfe  eterne 
“  1  leave  thys  mortall  lyfe : 

Farewell,  vayne  worlde,  and  alle  thaPs  deare, 
“  Mye  fonnes  and  lovyng  wyfe  ! 

Nowe  dethe  as  welcome  to  mee  comes. 

As  e’er  the  moneth  of  Maie ; 

Nor  woulde  I  even  wyflie  to  lyve, 

“  Wyth  my  dere  wyfe  to  ftaie.” 

Quod  Canynge,  “  ’Tis  a  goodlie  thynge 
“  To  bee  prepar’d  to  die  ; 

And  from  thys  world  of  peyne  and  grefe 
“  To  Godde  ynne  Heav'n  to  Hie.” 

And  nowe  the  bell  beganne  to  to]le. 

And  claryonnes  to  founde  j 
Syr  Charles  hee  herde  the  horfes  feete 
A  prauncyng  onne  the  grounde : 

And  juft  before  the  officers, 

His  lovynge  wyfe  came  ynne, 

Weepynge  unfeigned  teeres  of  woe, 

Wythe  loude  and  dyfmalle  dynne. 

e‘  Sweet  Florence!  nowe  I  prate;  forbere, 

Ynne  quiet  lett  mee"  die 
'**  Prase  Godde,  thatt  ev’ry  Chriftian  fouls 
Maye  looke  onne  dethe  as  1. 
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“  Sweet 


POETRY. 

Sweet  Florence!  why  thefe  brinie  teeres  ? 

,  “  Theye  wafhe  my  foule  awaie, 

“  And  almoit  make  mee  wyllie  for  lyfe, 

Wyth  thee,  fweete  dame,  to  Itaie. 

4 

4i  ’Tys  butt  a  journie  I  ilialle  goe 
Untoe  the  lande  of  blylfe  j 
“  tyowe,  as  a  proofe  of  hufbande's  love. 
Receive  thys  holie  kylfe.” 

Thenne  Florence,  fault’ring  ynne  her  fai-e, 
Tremblynge  thefe  wordyes  fpoke, 

“  Ah,  cruele  Edwarde  !  bloudie  kynge ! 

My  herte  ys  welie  nyghe  broke ; 

Ah,  fweete  Syr  Charles]  why  wilt  thou  goe, 
“  Wythoute  thye  lovynge  wyfe  ? 

“  The  cruelle  axe  thatt  cuttes  thye  necke, 

“  Ytte  eke  fhall  ende  mye  lyfe.*' 

\ 

And  nowe  the  officers  came  ynne 
To  brynge  Syr  Charles  awaie, 

YVhoe  turnedd  toe  hys  lovynge  wyfe. 

And  thus  toe  her  dydd  i'aie  : 

u  I  goe  to  lyfe,  and  nott  to  dethe  ; 

“  Truft  thou  ynne  Godde  above, 

And  teach  thye  fonnes  to  feare  the  Lorde, 
And  ynne  theyre  hertes  hym  love  : 

“  Teache  them  to  runne  the  nobile  race 
“  Thatt  I  theyre  fader  runne: 

“  Florence!  fhou’d  dethe  thee  take— -—adieu ! 
“  Yee  officers,  leade  oone.” 
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Thenne  Florence  rav’d  as  anie  madde, 

And  dydd  her  trefles  tere ; 

“  Oh  I  liaie,  mye  hulbande  !  lorde!  and  lyfe  I'*—  255 

Syr  Charles  thenne  dropt  a  teare. 

’Tyll  tyredd  oute  wythe  ravynge  loud, 

Shee  fellen  onne  the  flore  ; 

Syr  Charles  exerted  allc  hys  myghte. 

And  march’d  fromnr  oute  the  dore.  2$q 

I  ponne  a  fledde  hee  mounted  thenne, 

Wythe  lookes  fulle  brave  and  fwete  ; 

Lookes,  thatt  enlhone  ne  moe  concern 
Thanne  anie  ynne  the  ilretc. 


Before 


%i  8 


4 


POETRY. 

Before  hym  went  the  council-menne, 

Ynne  fcarlett  robes  and  golde, 

And  taill Is  fpanglynge  ynne  the  funne, 
Muche  glorious  to  behold  : 

The  Fre ers  of  Se'infte  Auguftyne  next 
Appeared  to  the  fyghte, 

A  lie  cladd  ynne  homeiie  ruft'ett  weedes. 

Of  godlie  monkyili  plyghte : 

Ynne  diffraunt  partes  a  godlie  pfaume 
Moftle  iweetiie  theye  dydd  chaunt  ; 
Behynde  theyre  backes  fyx  mynftrelles  eamc. 
Who  tun’d  the  ftrunge  bataunt. 

Fhenne  fyve-and-twentve  archers  came ; 

Echone  the  bowe  dydd  bend, 

From  refcue  of  kynge  Henries  friends 
Syr  Charles  forr  to  defend. 

Bolde  as  a  lyon  came  Syr  Charles, 

Drawn e  onne  a  clothe-layde  fledae, 

Bye  two  blacke  ftedes  ynne  trappynges  white, 
Wyth  plumes  Uponne  theyre  hedde  ; 

Behynde  hyrn  fyve-and-twenty  moe 
Of  archers  ftronge  and  ftoute, 

Wyth  bended  bowe  echone  ynne  hande. 
Marched  ynne  goodlie  route  : 

Semite  Jameies  Freers  marched  next, 

Echone  hys  parte  dydd  chaunt ; 

Behynde  theyre  backes  fyx  mynftrelles  came, 
Who  tun’d  the  ftrunge  bataunt : 

Thenne  came  the  maior  and  eldermenne, 
Ynne  clothe  of  fcarlett  deck’t ; 

And  theyre  attending  menne  echone, 

Lyke  Eafterne  princes  trick’t  • 

And  after  them,  a  multitude 
Of  citizennes  dydd  thronge  ; 

The  wyndowes  were  alle  fulle  of  heddes. 

As  hee  dydd  pafle  alonge. 

And  whenne  hee  came  to  the  hyghe  crofte, 
Syr  Charles  dydd  turne  and  faie, 

O  Thou,  that  faveft  manne  fromme  fynne, 

“  Waftie  mye  foule  clean  thys  date  !” 
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POETRY. 

Alt  the  grete  mynfterr  wyndowe  fat 
'The  kynge  ynne  niyckle  flate 
To  lee  Charles  Bawdin  goe  alonge 
To  hys  moll  welcome  fate. 

Soone  as  the  fiedde  drewe  nighe  enowe, 
Thatt  Edwarde  he  myghte  heare, 

The  brave  Syr  Charles  hee  dydd  llande  uppe, 
And  thus  hys  wordes  declare  : 

“  Thou  feed:  mee,  Edwarde !  traytour  vile! 

“  Expos’d  to  infamie  ; 

“  Butt  bee  affur’d,  dilloyall  manne  ! 

“  I  am  greaterr  nowe  thanne  thee. 

“  Bye  foule  proceedyngs,  murdre,  bloude. 

“  Thou  wearelt  nowe  a  crowne  ; 

“  And  haft  appoynted  mee  to  dye, 

“  By  power  nott  thyne  owne. 

u  Thou  thynkeft  I  fhall  dye  to-daie  ; 

“  I  have  beene  dede  'till  nov/e, 

“  And  foone  fhall  lyve  to  weare  a  crowne 
“  For  aie  uponne  my  browe  : 

“  Whylft  thou,  perhaps,  for  fom  few  yeares 
“  Shalt  rule  thys  fickle  lande, 

“To  lett  them  knowc  howe  wyde  the  rule 
“  ’Twixt  kynge  and  tyrant  hande  : 

“  Thye  pow’r  unjufl,  thou  traytour  Have  ! 

“  Shall  falle  onne  thy  owne  hedd” - - 

Fromm  out  of  hearyng  of  the  kynge 
Departed  thenne  the  fiedde. 

Kynge  Edwarde's  foule  rufh’d  to  hys  face, 

Hee  turn’d  hys  hedde  awaie, 

And  to  hys  broder  Gloucelter 
Hee  thus  dydd  fpeke  and  faie  : 

“To  hvm  that  foe-much-dreaded  detlie 

j 

“  Ne  ghaftlie  terrors  brynge, 

“  Beholde  the  manne  !  hee  fpake  the  truthe, 

“  Hee’s  greater:  thanne  a  kynge!’* 

Soe  lett  hym  die!”  Duke  Richard  fayde  ; 

“  And  maye  echone  oure  foes 
“  Bende  downe  theyre  neckes  to  bloudi*  axe 
“  And  feede  the  carryon  crowes,’* 
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FOE  T  R  Y. 

And  nowe  the  horfes  gentlie  drewe 
Syr  Charles  uppe  the  hyghe  hvlle ; 

The  axe  dydd  glyllerr  ynne  the  funne, 

Hys  pretious  bloude  to  fpylle. 

Syrr  Charles  dydd  uppe  the  fcaffold  goe. 

As  uppe  a  gilded  carre 

Of  vidtorye,  bye  val’rous  chiefs 

Gayn’d  ynne  the  bloydie  warre : 

.  \ 

And  to  the  people  hee  dydd  faie, 

“  Behold  you  fee  mee  dye, 

fe  For  fervynge  loyally  mye  kynge, 

“  Mye  kynge  moll  ryghtfullie. 

44  As  Iofige  as  Ed  ward  e  rules  thys  lande, 

“  Ne  quiet  you  wylle  knowe  ; 

44  Youre  fonnes  and  hulbandes  dialle  bee  flayne, 
“  And  brookes  wythe  bloude  ikalle  flowe. 

44  You  leave  your  goode  and  Iawfulle  kynge, 

44  Whenne  ynne  adverfitye  ; 

Eyke  mee,  untoe  the  true  caufe  ftycke, 

“  And  for  the  true  caufe  dye.” 

Thenne  hee,  wyth  preeftes,  uponne  hys  knees, 

A  pray  V  to  Godde  dydd  make, 

Bdeechynge  hym  unto  hymfelfe 
Hys  partynge  foule  to  take. 

Thenne,  kneelynge  downe,  hee  layd  hys  hedde 
Moll  leendie  onne  the  blocke  ; 

Whyche  fromme  hys  bodie  fayre  tit  once 
The  able  heddes-manne  llroke  : 

And  oute  the  bloude  beganne  to  flowe. 

And  rounde  the  fcaftoide  twyne  ; 

And  teares,  enowe  to  walked  awaie, 

Dydd  flowe  fromme  each  mann*s  eyne. 

The  bloudie  axe  hys  bodie  fayre 
Ynnto  foure  parties  cutte  ; 

And  ev’rye  parte,  and  eke  hys  hedde, 

Uponne  a  pole  was  putte. 

One  parte  dyd  rotte  onne  Kynwulph-hylle, 

One  onne  the  mynker-tower. 

And  onne  from  off  the  caftle-gate 
The  crowen  dydd  devours.  ° 


POETRY 

1  he  oilier  onne  Seyndte  Bowie's  goode  gate, 

A  dreery  fpe&ade  ; 

Flys  hedde  was  plac’d  onne  the  hyghe  ctofle, 

Ynne  hyghe-ftreete  molt  nobile. 

Thus  was  the  ende  of  Bawdin’s  fate  : 

Godde  profper  longe  our  kynge, 

And  grante  hee  maye,  wyth  Bawdin’s  foule, 

\  nne  heav’n  Godd’s  mercie  fynge  ! 

THE  CAPTIVE,  A  Persian  El  e  g  y  ;  by  Dr.  Wolcott. 

Scene  the  Sultan's  Palace. 

O  thee,  who  rupft  o’er  Perfia’s  wide  domain, 

X  I  he  wretch  of  Zulpha  pours  the  fuppliant  figh  : 

Shall  love  the  bleeding  bofom  bare  in  vain, 

And  pity  vainly  raife  tip  imploring  eye  ? 

Lo,  virtue  weeps!  her  facred  drops  revere; 

Nor  thus  her  cheek  with  burning  blufhes  ftain  ; 

The  monarch  s  heart,  that  melts  at  virtue’s  tear, 

More  than  a  thousand  triumphs  gild  his  reign. 

Enough  of  woe,  have  war’s  wild  horrors  fpread  j 
Ev  n  now  the  vallies  iliriek,  the  hamlets  burn. 

See  havock  waft  the  blaze  from  fhade  to  ihade! 

See  the  wan  fhepherd  o’er  the  ruin  mourn! 

Say,  cannot  this  the  foft  emotion  wake  ; 

Force  from  thy  eye  the  fympathizing  ftream  ; 

But  fhall  thy  cruelty  the  wretch  o’ertake,  * 

’Scap’d  from  the  ruffian’s  fword  and  wafting  flame? 

Thofe  weeping  orbs  eternal  darknefs  fliade, 
if  one  fond  glance  thy  favage  hope  inipires  : ' 

^  Love’s  keeneft  vengeance  finite  the  guilty  maid, 

Falle  to  her  fame,  and  faithlefs  to  his  fires. 

Live,  live  ye  vales  of  Lar  in  mem’ry’s  eye, 

Vv  hole  fong  fo  often  ftole  my  ravifli’d  ear  ; 

Let  Selim’s  name  embalm  my  conftant  figh, 

His  image  brighten  ev’ry  falling-tear. 

Can  Lar’s  fair  vallies  from  remembrance  fade, 

Mir’s  echoing  rill,  and  Dinur’s  confcious  grove  / 

Where  truth  and  Selim  won  a  willing  maid/ 

Where  flow’d  the  Ihepherd’s  firft  fond  figh  of  love 


Ve 


zz 


P  O  E  T  R  Y. 

Ye  fair  fultanas,  that  around  me  throng, 

Ah !  ceafe  to  foothe  a  captive's  haplefs  hours  : 

Harili  to  my  ear  is  pleafure’s  carelefs  fong, 

And  dim  the  radiance  fcepter’d  grandeur  iliow’rs. 

Ah  l  what  avails  the  purple's  coftly  pride, 

The  ruby’s  blufti,  the  diamond's  lightening  beam, 

Attendant  Haves,  or  mufic’s  wanton  tide. 

Or  floods  of  fragrance,  that  around  me  ft  ream  ? 

Can  pomp  from  love-fick  abfence  fteal  the  figh. 
Smooth  with  gay  fmiles  the  fullen  front  of  care. 

Chafe  the  pale  cloud  from  melancholy’s  eye. 

And  calm  the  deep-ton’d  murmurs  of  defpair  ? 

Away  thofe  tow’rs,  that  thus  their  heads  advance. 
While  fervile  flatt’ry  crawls  a  welcome  gueft, 

Where  proftitution  darts  the  wanton  glance, 

And  envy’s  demons  gnaw  the  throbbing  breaft  f 

Fairer  to  me  is  Suzan’s  dangerous  iliade, 

Where  growling  fate,  the  reftlefs  favage  roams  • 

Where  horror  breathes  around  a  death-like  dread. 
And  crowding  fpectres  haunt  the  twilight  glooms. 

Fairer  to  me  the  dungeon’s  dreary  round, 
Low-founding  to  the  captive’s  hollow  figh  ■ 

Where  the  pale  pond’ring  wretch,  in  thought  profound. 
Nails  to  the  murky  floor  his  haggard  eye. 

Ye  Perfian  nymphs,  with  artlefs  manners  bleft, 

And  bleft  with  blooms  by  beauty’s  pencil  ipread  ; 

Retire,  fweet  ftrangers  to  the  throbbing  breaft, 

And  court  of  folitude  her  deepeft  tirade. 

i 

Wing,  where  gay  freedom  bounds  from  grove  to  grove, 
W here  love  in  fafety  points  the  tender  gaze  ; 

YV  here  feeds,  young  innocence,  her  cooing  dove. 

And  meek  contentment  pours  the  fong  of  praife. 

Parents  of  lovely  maids,  be  deaf  the  ear, 

While  pride  the  flatt’ring  pompous  tale  imparts, 

Far  from  thofe  bow’rs  each  bluffing  damfel  bear, 

Nor  give  to  misery's  gripe  their  gentle  hearts. 

The  tyger  growling  thro’  th’  affrighted  wood, 

Springs  to  defend  th’.  endanger’d  young  from  harm  ; 

The  fierce,  the  wild-ey’d  vulture  bath’d  in  blood, 

F eels  for  her  youngling’s  cry,  the  fond  alarm. 
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POET  R  Y. 

Thus  Tung  the  nymph,  the  Toft  fultanas  figh’d  : 
Defire  with  virtue  in  the  monarch  itrove  ; 

Be  bleft,  be  Selim  thine,  (at  length)  he  cry’d, 
i  hen  gave  the  maid  to  liberty  and  Jove. 


D>\  Barnard  having  advanced  in  Converfation  with  Sir  Jofhua  Reynolds 
and  other  Wits ,  that  he  thought  “  no  Man  could  improve  when  he  was 
pafi  the  Age  of  Forty  five  f  Dr.  Sam.  Johnfon,  who  was  in  Company, 
immediately  turned  round  to  the  facetious  Dean ,  and  told  him  that  he  was 
an  In  fiance  to  the  contrary ,  for  that  there  was  great  Room  for  Improve¬ 
ment  in  him  (the  DeanJ  “  and  wifhed  he  d  fet  about  it  upon  which , 
the  Dean  the  next  Day  fient  the  following  elegant  Bagatelle  to  Sir  Toiiiua 
Reynolds  and  the  fame  Company . 

VERSES  u  Sir  JOSHUA  REYNOLDS  and  C*. 

By  the  Rev.  Dr.  B  a  r  n  a  r  d,  D  e  a  n  of  Dtur. 

I  Lately  thought  no  man  alive 
Cou  d  e  er  improve  pall  forty-five, 

And  ventur’d  to  aflert  it ; 

The  obfervation  was  not  new. 

But  feem  d  to  me  io  juft  and  true. 

That  none  cou’d  controvert  it 
•  -  •  „ 

No,  Sir,”  fays  Johnfon,  “  ’tis  not  fc. 

That’s  your  mifake,  and  I  can  fiew. 

An  inftance,  if  you  doubt  it  ; 

You,  Sir,  who  are  near  forty-eight, 

May  much  improve,  ’tis  not  too  late, 

I  wiili  you’d  fet  about  it.” 

Encourag’d  thus  to  mend  my  faults, 

1  turn’d  his  counfel  in  my  thoughts, 

Which  way  I  fliould  apply  it ; 

Learning  and  wit  feem’d  pall  my  reach, 
for  who  can  learn  where  none  will  teach? 

,  And  wit — I  could  not  buy  it. 

Then  cpme,  my  friends,  and  try  your  (kill. 

You  can  inform  me  if  you  will, 

(My  books  are  at  a  diftance,) 

With  you  I’ll  live  and  learn,  arid  then, 

Inllead  of  books,  I  ihall  read  men,  * '  * 

To  lend  me  your  alfiftanee. 
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Dear  *  Knight  of  Plympton,  teach  me  how 
To  fuffer  with  unruffled  brow, 

And  fmile  ferene  like  thine  ; 

The  jeji  uncouth ,  or  truth  fevers. 

To  fuch  I’ll  turn  my  deafeH  ear, 

And  calmly  drink  my  wine. 

Thou  fay’ll,  ndt  only  (kill  is  gain’d. 

But  genius  too  may  be  attain’d, 

By  fludious  imitation  ; 

Thy  temper  mild,  thy  genius  fine, 

I’ll  copy,  till  I  make  thee  mine, 

By  conHant  application. 

I 

Thy  art  of  pleafing,  teach  me,  Garrick, 

Thou  +,  who  reverfell  Odes  Pindaric, 

A  fecond  time  read  o’erj 
Oh^tould  we  read  thee  backward  too, 

Lall  thirty  years  thou  lliould’H  review. 

And  charm  us  thirty  more. 

If  I  have  thoughts  and  can’t  exprefs  ’em., 

Gibbons  fhall  teach  me  how  to  drefs  ’em 
In  terms  feledt  and  terfe 
Jones  teach  me  modefly  and  Greek, 

Smith  how  to  think,  Burk  how  to  fpeak. 

And  Beauclerc  to  converfe. 

Let  johnfon  teach  me  how  to  place 
In  faireft  light,  each  borrow’d  grace  ; 

From  him  I’ll  learn  to  write  ; 

Copy  his  clear  familiar  ftyle, 

And,  from  the  roughnefs  of  his  file, 

Grow"  like  him] elf — polite . 

An  INVOCATION  to  POVERTY. 

Said  to  he  written  by  the  Hon.  Charles  Fox,  Efq; 

OH?  Poverty!  of  pale  confumptive  hue, 

If  thou  delight’ll  to  haunt  me,  Hill  in  view 
If  Hill  thy  prefence  mull  my  Heps  attend, 

At  leaH  continue  as  thou  art — my  Friend ! 

*  Sir  Jolhua.  Reynolds. 

J  This  alludes  to  Mr.  G’s  having  reverfed  a  few  ftanzas  of  a  Pindarick 
ode,  upon  a  gentleman’s  averting  that  all  Pindarics  might  be  treated  in  the 
lame  manner,  and  be  equally  intelligible.  But  fo  far  from  Mr.  G’s  havin 
the  lealt  intention  ot  ridiculing  either  the  Ode  or  the  Author,  he  had  befor 
expreifed  his  approbation  oi  it,  without  knowing  at  the  time  who  wrote  it. 

Whe* 


rs> 


POETRY. 


OK 

When  Scotch  example  bids  me  be  unjuft. 

Falfe  to  my  vvord —  or  faithlefs  to  my  trull. 

Bid  me  the  baneiul  error  quickly  fee, 

And  Hi un  the  world,  to  find  repofe  with  thee; 

When  Vice  to  Wealth  would  turn  my  partial  eye. 

Or  Indrefi:  fhut  my  ear  to  Sorrow’s  cry, 

Or  Courtier’s  cufiom  would  my  reafon  bend, 

My  Foe  to  flatter,  —  or  defert  my  Friend: 

Oppofe,  kind  Poverty,  thy  temper’d  fhield, 

And  bear  me  off  unvanquifli’d  from  the  field. 

If  giddy  Fortune  e’er  return  again. 

With  all  her  idle  —  refilefs,  wanton  train,— 

Her  magic  glafs  fliould  falfe  Ambition  hold. 

Or  Av’rice  bid  me  put  my  truft  in  Gold, 

To  my  relief,  thou  virtuous  Goddefs,  hafte. 

And  with  thee  bring  thy  daughters  ever  chafte, 

Health!  Liberty!  and  Wifdom!  fifters  bright, 

Whole  charms  can  make  the  word:  condition  light. 

Beneath  the  hardeft  fate  the  mind  can  chear. 

Can  heal  Affliction  —  and  dilarm  Defpair  ! 

In  chains,  in  torments,  pieafure  can  bequeath. 

And  drefs  in  fimles  the  tyrant  hour  of  Death  f 


O  D  E  on  the  Breaking  of  a  China  Quart  Mug  belonging  to  thl* 

Buttery  of  Lincoln-College,  Oxford. 

Amphora  non  meruit  tam  pretiofa  niori  — 

WHENE’ER  the  cruel  hand  of  death 
Untimely  flops  a  fav’rite’s  breath. 

Mules  in  plaintive  numbers  tell 

How  lov’d  he  liv’d  —  how  mourn’d  he  fell.  — 

Catullus  wail’d  his  fparrow’s  fate, 

And  Gray  immortaliz’d  his  cat. 

Thrice  tuneful  bards!  could  1  but  chime  fo  clever. 

My  Quart,  my  honejl  Quart ,  fliould  live  for  ever. 

How  weak  is  all  a  mortal’s  pow’r 
T’  avert  the  death  devoted  hour! 

Nor  can  a  fhape  or  beauty  fave 
From  the  fure  conqueft  of  the  grave. 

In  vain  the  Butler's  choiceft  care, 

The  Mafiers  wifli,  the  Bur  Jar's  pray’r  ? 

For  when  life’s  lengthen’d  to  its  longeft  fpan, 

China  itfelf  muft  fall  as  well  as  Man. 

Vol.  XIX.  1776.  Car# 
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Can  I  forget  how  oft  my  Quart 

Has  footh’d  my  care,  and  warm’d  my  heart  ? 

When  barley  lent  its  balmy  aid, 

And  all  its  liquid  charms  dilplay’d  ! 

When  orange  and  the  nut-brown  toaft 
Swam  mantling  round  the  fpicy  coaft ! 

The  pleafing  depth  1  view’d  with  fparkling  eyes. 
Nor  envy’d  Jove  the  Nefiar  of  the  ikies.  * 

The  fide  board,  on  that  fatal  day, 

When  you  in  glitt’ring  ruins  lay. 

Mourn’d  at  thy  lofs.  —  In  guggling  tone 
Decanters  poured  out  their  moan  — 

A  dimnefs  hung  on  ev’ry  glafs  — 

Joe  *  wonder’d  what  the  matter  was. — • 

Corks  felf-contradted  freed  the  frantic  beer , 

And  ,fympathizing  tankards  dropt  a  tear.  — 

Where  are  the  flow'ry  wreaths  that  bound 
In  rofy  rings  thy  chaplets  round  ? 

I  he  azure  flars  whofe  glitt’ring  rays 
Promis’d  a  happier  length  of  days ! 

1  he  trees  that  on  thy  border  grew. 

And  bloffom’d  with  eternal  blue  / 

Trees,  flars ,  and  fiow'rs  are  fcatter’d  on  the  floot, 
And  ail  thy  brittle  beauties  are  no  more.  — * 

Had ’ft  thou  been  form’d  of  coarfer  earth. 

Had  Nottingham  but  giv’n  thee  birth ! 

Or  had  the  variegated  fide 
Of  Staff or' ds  fable  hue  been  dy’d, 
i  by  ftately  fabric  had  been  found, 

I  ho’  tables  tumbled  on  the  ground.  — 

The  fineft  mould  the  fooneft  will  decay  : 

Hear  this,  ye  hair,  for  you  yourfelves  are  clay  f 


Mr.  Gray’s  two  Latin  Odes  to  the  Deity  of  the  Grand  Char¬ 
treuse,  and  to  Mr.  West,  with  English  Dr  an  fat  ions  of  them  $  being 
the  genuine  School  Exercifes  of  a  young  Gentleman  of  Fifteen. 


O  D  E  to  the  Deity  of  the  Grand  Chartreuse. 


OH  tu,  feveri  relligio  loci, 

Quocunque  gaudes  nomine,  (non  Ieve 
Nativa  nam  certe  fluenta 
Numen  habet,  veterefque  fylvas ; 

*  The  college  butler. 
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Prccfcntiorem  er  confpicimus  Deum 
Per  invias  rupes,  fera  per  juga 
CJivofque  prasruptos,  fonantes 

Infer  aquas,  nemorumque  no&em  ; 
Quam  fi  repoftus  Tub  trabe  citrea 
Fulgeret  auro,  et  Phidiaca  manu) 

Salve  vocanri  rife,  feflo  et 
Da  plac’dam  juveni  quietem. 

Quod  fi  invidendis  fedibus,  et  frui 
Fortuna  facra  lege  filentii 

Vetat  volentein,  me  reforbens 
In  medios  violenra  fluftus, 

Saltern  remoto  des,  pater,  angulo 
Horas  feneftas  ducere  liberas, 

Tutumque  vulgari  tumultu 
Surripias,  hominumque  curis. 
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OH  thou  that  guard’ft  this  dread  abode. 

With  rigid  fan&ity  impreft, 

Whate’er  thy  name  (for  Pure  fome  god 
Midft  thefe  receiTes  awes  my  breaft  ; 

Some  god  infpires  his  native  floods. 

And  fpreads  a  deeper  gloom  o’er  all  the  woods. 

Along  the  pendent  mountain’s  brow, 

Along  the  wild  cliff’s  pathlefs  fite. 

And  where  the  murmuring  waters  flow. 

And  woods  preferve  eternal  night, 

We  view  the  prefent  god  arife  ; 

In  nobler  majefty  he  flrikes  our  eyes, 

Than  when  in  Parian  marble  form’d. 

Or  burnifli’d  gold,  we  fee  him  ftand 
Beneath  his  citron  temple,  warm’d 
To  life  by  Phidias’  matchlefs  hand) 

O  deign  to  hear  thy  fuppliant’s  pray’r. 

And  grant  him  quiet,  unalloy’d  with  care. 

But  if  forbid  by  refllefs  fate 
Thefe  envied  pleafures  here  to  prove, 

Bleft  lilence’  laws  in  this  retreat 
T’enjoy,  and  lead  the  life  I  love. 

Again  by  fickle  fortune  hurl’d 
Back  to  the  tempefts  of  the  bu fy  world; 

0^2  Yet 
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Yet  in  feme  fecret  diftant  fpot, 

When  age  has  wrinkled  o’er  my  brow* 

Give  me  in  peace  to  be  forgot. 

Freed  from  the  toils  I  fufter  now. 

From  vulgar  paffions  let  me  reft. 

Far  from  the  cares  that  rack  the  wordly  breaft 


O  D  E  by  Mr.  Gray  to  Mr.  West. 

MATER  rofarum,  cui  tenerae  vigent 
Auras  Favoni,  cui  Venus  it  comes 
Lafciva,  nympharum  choreis 
Et  volucrum  celebrata  cantu  ! 

Die,  non  inertem  fallere  qua  diem 
A  mat  fub  umbra,  feu  ftnit  aureum 
Dormire  pleftrum,  feu  retentat 
Pierio  Zephyrinus  antro 
Furore  dulci  plenus,  et  immemor 
Reptantis  inter  frigora  Tufculi 
Umbrofa,  vel  colles  amici 
Palladia  fuperantis  Albae. 

Dile£ta  Fauno  et  capripedum  choris 
Pinfta,  teftor  vos,  Anio  minax 
Quaecunque  per  ciivos  volutus 
Praecipiti  tremefecit  amne, 

Iliius  ahum  Tibur,  et  JEC ulas 
Audifte  fy lvas  nomen  amabiles, 

Iliius  et  gratas  Latinis 

Naiafin  ingeminafte  rupes ; 

Nam  me  Latinse  naiades  uvid& 

Videre  ripa,  qua  niveas  levi 
Tam  fepe  lavit  rore  plumas 
Duke  canens  Venufinus  ales  ; 

Mirum  !  canenti  conticuit  nemus, 

Sacrique  fontes,  et  retinent  adhuc 
(Sic  mufa  juflit)  faxa  molles 

Do6ta  modos,  veterefque  lauri, 

Mirare  nec  tu  me  citharas  rudem 
Claudis  laborantem  numeris :  loca 
Amcena,  jucundumque  ver  iiir 
compofttum  docuere  carmen  ; 

Hasrent  fub  omni  nam  folio  nigri 
Phoebea  luci  (redite)  fomnia,  & 

Argutiufque  et  lympha  et  aurie 
Nefcio  quid  folito  loquuntur. 
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7 "he  Translation. 

OQueeen  of  flowers,  whofe  tender  care 

Swells  the  foft  gales  that  nurfe  the  youthful  year, 
With  whom  fair  Venus  comes  along, 

Theme  of  the  feather’d  choir’s  melodious  fong ; 

Venus,  the  wanton  queen  of  love, 

Whom  the  gay  nymphs  refound  through  every  grove. 

Oh  fay,  beneath  what  favour’d  fliade 
Beguiles  my  West,  in  ftudious  leifure  laid. 

The  mid-day  hours,  not  ill  employ’d. 

Whether  he  throws  his  golden  lyre  afide, 

Or  ’mid  Pieria’s  laves,  again 
Fill’d  with  poetic  fire  refumes  the  drain, 

Forgot  his  friend,  who  climbs  the  height 
Of  fhady  Tufculum,  or  Alba’s  feat  ? 

Ye  fpreading  pines,  whofe  facred  groves 
Faunus,  and  every  fportive  fatyr  loves, 

Where  Anio  down  the  trembling  fteeps, 

And  rugged  rocks,  with  headlong  torrent  fweeps ; 

O  witnefs  all,  his  name  how  oft 
O’er  Tibur’s  cloud-crown’d  hills  hath  foar’d  aloft ; 

Oft  jfEfula,  how  all  around. 

Say,  have  thy  lovely  fliades  return’d  the  found ; 

How  oft  each  clift,  and  hallow’d  dell. 

Where  Latium’s  naiads  ever  love  to  dwell. 

For  me  the  Latian  naiads  view’d 
On  the  dank  margin  of  that  limpid  flood. 

Where  erft  his  plumes  of  (livery  hue, 

Venufium’s  bird  oft  bath’d  in  rofy  dew, 

Wonderous!  while  he,  fweet  fongfter,  lung, 

The  filent  woods  in  mute  attention  hung; 

At  his  fweet  lay  each  fount  flood  ftill, 

And  check’d  the  tinkling  of  its  facred  rill. 

Ev’n  now  (the  mufes  thus  ordain) 

The  rocks,  the  laurels  ftill  preferve  the  itrain. 

Nor  wonder  that  in  aukward  flight 
My  unfledg’d  wings  attempt  Parnaflus’  height  j 
The  lweet  retreat,  the  blooming  fpring, 

Call  forth  to  voice  my  rude  unletter’d  firing. 

In  this  bleft  feat  (my  words  believe) 

Phoebean  (lumbers  hang  on  every  leaf: 

While  every  rill  and  gale  around 
Charms  with  a  fweeter  and  a  fprightlier  found. 


Sir 
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Sir  Anthony  Branville’s  Addrefs  to  the  L  a  d  i  e  s,  in  the 
late  revived  Comedy  of  the  Discovery. 


Spoken  by  Mr  .  GARRICK. 

A  DIES,  before  I  go,  will  you  allow 
iL.^  A  moft  devoted  Have  to  make  his  bow  ? 

Brought  to  your  bar,  ye  moft  angelic  jury ! 

’Tis  you  fhali  try  me  for  my  am’rous  fury. 

Have  I  been  guilty,  pray,  of  indecorum  ?< 

My  ardors  were  fo  fierce  I  cou’d  not  low’r  ’em  ; 

Such  raging  paflions  I  confefs  an  evil  ; 

In  flefh  and  blood  like  mine  they  play  the  devil! 

Bound  on  the  rack  of  love  poor  I  was  laid. 

Between  two  fires,  a  voidovj  and  a’  maid l 
My  heart,  poor  fcorched  dove,  now  pants  for  reft; 

Where,  ladies,  fhali  the  flutt’rer  find  a  neft  ? 

Take  pity,  fair  ones,  on  the  tortur’d  thing. 

Heal  it,  and  let  it  once  more  chirp  and  ling ; 

Yet  to  approach  you  were  infatuation  : 

If  fouls  like  mine  fo  prone  to  inflammation 

Should  meet  your  tinder  hearts— -there  would  be  con-fla-gra-tion. 

Indeed  fo  prudent  are  moft  men  of  fafhion. 

They  run  no  danger,  for  they  feed  no  paflion  : 

Tho’  faireft  faces  fmile,  they  can  defy  ’em ; 

Tho’  fofteft  tongues  fhould  plead,  they  can  deny  ’em  ; 

Mankind  would  ceafe,  but  for  fuch  loving  fools  as  I  am. 

When  I  amongft  them  with  my  ardors  glow, 

I’m  mount  Vefuvius  in  the  midft  of  fnow  ! 

Had  I  the  power,  and  of  each  fex  were  ruler, 

I’d  voarm  the  one,  and  make  the1  other  cooler  : 

When  I  addrefs  the  fair,  no  art  can  Another 
The  mutual  flame  we  kindle  in  each  other  ; 

I’m  now  ele&rify’d  —  therefore  expedient 
To  fly  combuftibles !  —  Ladies,  your  obedient. 


An  Occasional  Prologue,  fpoken  by  Mr.  Garrick,  the 
lafi  Time  of  his  performing  if  tovoards  increafmg  a  Fund  for  the  Relief 
vf  thofe  vuhoy  from  their  Infirmities ,  Jhall  he  obliged  to  retire  from  the 
Stage” 

A  Veteran  fee  !  whofe  laft  a£t  on  the  ftage. 

Intreats  your  fmiles  for  ficknefs  and  for  age  ; 

Their caufe  I  plead  —  plead  it  in  heart  and  mind; 

A  fellow-feeling  makes  one  wond’rous  kind  : 
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Might  we  bat  hope  your  zeal  would  not  be  Iefs 
When  l  am  gone,  to  patronize  diftrefs, 

That  hope  obtain’d,  the  wifh’d-for  end  fecures, 

To  foothe  their  cares,  who  oft  have  lighten’d  yours . 
Shall  the  great  heroes  of  celeftial  line. 

Who  drank  full  bowls  of  Greek  and  Roman  wine, 
Casiar  and  Brutus,  Agamemnon,  He&or, 

Nay  Jove  himfelf,  who  here  has  quaff’d  his  ne&ar  ! 
Shall  they  who  govern'd  fortune,  cringe  and  court  her, 
Thirft  in  their  age,  and  call  in  vain  for  porter  ? 

Like  Bellifarius,  tax  the  pitying  ftreet, 

With  Date  Obolum  to  all  they  meet? 

Sha’n’t  I,  who  oft  have  drench’d  my  hands  in  gore, 
Stabb’d  many,  poifon’d  fome,  heheaded  more  j 
Who  numbers  flew  in  battle  on  this  plain, 

Sha’n’t  I,  the  flayer,  try  to  feed  the  flain  ? 

Brother  to  all,  with  equal  love  I  view, 

The  men  who  flew  me,  and  the  men  I  flew , 

I  mull,  I  will  this  happy  project  feize. 

That  thofe  too  old  to  die,  may  live  with  eafe. 

Suppofe  the  babes  I  fmother’d  in  the  Tower, 

By  chance  or  ficknels,  lofe  their  a&ing  pow’r, 

Shall  they,  once  princes,  worfe  than  all  be  ferv’d  ! 

In  childhood  murder’d,  and  when  murder’d  ftarv’d  ? 
Matrons  half-ravifh’d,  for  your  recreation. 

In  age  fhould  never  want  fome  confolation  : 

Can  I,  Toung  Hamlet  once,  to  nature  loft, 

Behold,  O  horrible  !  my  father’s  ghoft, 

With  griefly  beard  —  pale  cheek —  ftalk  up  and  down. 
And  he,  the  royal  Dane,  want  half-a-crown  } 

Forbid  it  ladies,  gentlemen  forbid  it: 

Give  joy  to  age,  and  let  ’em  fay  — you  did  it : 

To  you  *,  ye  Gods  /  1  make  my  laft  appeal, 

You  have  a  right  to  judge  as  well  as  feel : 

Will  your  high  voifdoms  to  our  fcheme  incline, 

That  kings,  queens,  heroes,  gods,  and  ghofts  may  dins  ? 
Olympus  /bakes!  — —  that  omen  all  fecures; 

May  every  joy  you  give,  be  tenfold  yours. 


*  To  tht  Upper  Gallery, 
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EPILOGUE  to  the  new  Comedy  of  the  R  U  N  A  W  A  Y, 

Written  by  D  a  v  i  d  Garrick,  Efq; 

Spoken  by  Mifs  Younce. 

POST-hafte  from  Italy  arrives  my  lover! 

Shall  I  to  you,  good  friends,  my  fears  difcover  ? 

Should  foreign  modes  his  virtues  mar  and  mangle, 

And  carofpofo  prove  —  Sir  Dingle  Dangle; 

No  fooner  join’d  than  feparate  we  go, 

Abroad  —  we  never  fhall  each  other  know 

At  home  —  I  mope  above  —  he’ll  pick  his  teeth  below. 

In  fweet  domed ic  chat  we  ne’er  fhall  mingle, 

And,  wedded  tho’  I  am,  {hall  dill  live  fingk. 

However  roodifh,  I  deteft  this  plan  : 

For  me  no  maukifh  creature,  weak  and  wan  : 

He  mu  ft  be  Englifh,  and  an  Englifh — Man. 

To  nature  and  his  country  falfe  and  blind, 
ohou  d  Bellvile  dare  to  twift  his  form  and  mind, 

I  will  difcard  him  — and,  to  Britain  true, 

A  Briton  cbufe  —  and,  may  be,  one  of  vou  ! 

Nay,  don’t  be  frighten’d  —  I  am  but  in  jeft  ; 

Freemen,  in  love  or  war,  fhould  ne’er  be  prefs’d. 

If  you  wou’d  know  my  utmoft  expectation, 

Tis  one  unlpoii’d  by  travelled  education  ; 

With  knowledge,  tafte,  much  kindnefs,  and  fome  whim. 

Good  fenfe  to  govern  me  —  and  let  me  govern  him : 

Great  love  of  me  muft  keep  his  heart  from  roving; 

Fhen  I’ll  forgive  him,  if  he  proves  too  loving. 

If,  in  thefe  times,  I  ftiould  be  blefs’d  by  fate 
With  fueh  a  Phoenix,  fuch  a  matchlefs  mate, 

1  will  by  kindnefs,  and  fome  fmall  difcerning. 

Fake  caie  that  ElymerC  §  torch  continues  burning  : 

At  weddings,  now-a-days,  the  torch  thrown  down, 

Juft  makes  a  fmoke,  then  ftinks  throughout  the  town  ! 

No  married  puritan  —  I’ll  follow  pleafure. 

And  ev  n  the  fafhion  —  but  in  mod’rate  nieafure  ; 

I  will  of  op’ra  extafies  partake, 

Tho’  1  take  fnuff  to  keep  mylelf  awake. 

No  rampant  plumes  {hall  o’er  my  temples  play, 

F oretelling  that  my  brains  will  fly  away  ; 

Nor  from  my  head  fhall  ftrange  vagaries  fpring. 

To  mew  the  foil  can  teem  with  every  thing! 

No  fruit5,  roots,  greens,  fhall  fill  the  ample  fpace, 

A  kitchen  gar  den  j  to  adorn  my  face! 


No 
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No  rocks  fliall  there  be  been,  no  windmill,  fountain. 

Nor  curls,  like  guns,  fet  round,  to  guard  the  mountain! 

O  learn,  ye  fair,  if  this  fame  madnefs  fpreads, 

Not  to  bold  upy  but  to  keep  down,  your  heads; 

Be  not  milled  by  ftrange  fantaftic  art, 

But  in  your  drels  let  Nature  take  fome  part  ; 

Her  fkill  alone  a  iafting  pow’r  inlures, 
v  And  belt  can  ornament  fuch  charms  as  yours. 

\ 

V  E  R  S  E  S  to  the  late  Dr.  Pearce,  Bijhop  o)  Rochefter,  and  his  Lady , 
on  Occafion  of  their  celebrating  the  Fiftieth  Tear  oj  their  Union ,  as  a 
7' ear  of  Jubilee. 

i 

NO  more  let  calumny  complain, 

That  Hymen  binds  in  cruel  chain. 

And  makes  his  fubje&s  flaves  : 

Supported  by  the  good  and  wife, 

Her  keeneft  Hander  he  defies, 

Her  utmoft  malice  braves. 

To-day —  he  triumphs  o’er  his  foes,  , 

And  to  the  world  a  pair  he  (hews, 

Though  long  his  fubjefts  —  free  : 

V\  ho  happy  in  his  bands  appear. 

And  joyful  call  the  Fiftieth  year, 

A  year  of  Jubilee. 

Memory  of  the  late  Mr.  Or  anger.  Author  of  /^Biographical 
Hiftory,  who,  on  the  Sunday  after  Eaider  (when  the  Sacrament  is  ad - 
miniflered  in  the  church  c/Shiplake  as  well  as  on  Eafter-Sunday  itfelf), 
was  fei zed  with  an  Apoplectic  Fit  while  at  the  Communion  Table  there , 
after  having  gone  through  the  Duties  of  the  Dejk  and  Pulpit  as  ufual ; 
andy  notwith /landing  every  medical  Ajjiftancey  died  early  the  next 
Morningy  April  15,  1776. 

MORE  happy  end  what  faint  e’er  knew! 

To  whom  like  mercy  fhown  ! 

His  Saviour’s  death  in  rapt’rous  view. 

And  unperceiv’d  his  own. 

I 

SONG  fung  by  Mr.  B  e  a  r  d  at  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Prefident , 
Vice-Prefident ,  Governors ,  lAc.  of  the  London  Hospital.  From 
the  IT irks  of  Paul  Whitehead,  Efq j  jujl  publiffjed. 

OF  trophies  and  laurels  I  mean  not  to  ling, 

Of  Prufiia’s  brave  prince,  or  of  Britain’s* good  king  : 

Here  the  poor  claim  my  fong  ;  then  the  an  I’jfdifplay, 

How  you  all  iliall  be  gainers  —  by  giving  away. 

Derry  down. 

The 
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The  crufe  of  the  widow  you  very  well  know. 

The  more  it  was  emptied,  the  fuller  did  flow  : 

So  here  with  your  purfe  the  like  wonder  you’ll  find  5 
The  more  you  draw  out,  ftill  —  the  more  left  behind. 

Derry  down. 

The  prodigal  here  without  danger  may  fpend  ; 

That  ne’er  can  be  lavifh’d,  to  heav’n  we  lend* 

And  the  mifer  his  purfe-ftrings  may  draw  without  pain, 

For  what  mifer  won’t  give  — when  giving  is  gain  ? 

Derry  down. 

The  gamefter,  who  fits  up  whole  days  and  whole  nights. 

To  hazard  his  health  and  his  fortune  at  White’s ; 

Much  more  to  advantage  his  betts  he  may  make. 

Here,  fet  what  he  will,  he  will  double  his  flake. 

Derry  down. 

The  fair-one,  whofe  heart  the  four  aces  controul. 

Who  fighs  for  Sans-prendre,  and  dreams  of  a  vole. 

Let  her  here  fend  a  tithe  of  her  gain  at  quadrille, 

And  lhe’11  ne’er  want  a  friend  in  victorious  fpadille. 


Derry  down. 


Let  the  merchant,  who  trades  on  the  perilous  fea, 
Come  here,  and  infure,  if  from  lofs  he’d  be  free ; 
A  policy  here  from  all  dangers  fecures. 

For  fafe  is  the  venture  —  which  Heaven  infures. 


Derry  down. 


The  flock-jobber  too  may  fubfcribe  without  fear, 

In  a  fund  which  for  ever  a  premium  mu  ft  bear  ; 

Where  the  flock  muft  fliii  rife,  and  where  fcrip  will  prevail, 

Tho’  South-Sea,  and  India,  and  Omnium,  fliouid  fail. 

Derry  down. 


*  The  churchman  likewife  his  advantage  may  draw, 
And  here  buy  a  living,  in  fpite  of  the  law  — 

In  heav’n,  I  mean  ;  then,  without  any  fear. 

Let  him  purchafe  away  —  here’s  no  fimony  here. 


Derry  down. 


f  Ye  rakes,  who  the  joys  of  Hymen  difclaim, 

And  feek,  in  the  ruin  of  virtue,  a  fame  ; 

You  may  here  boaft  a  triumph  confiftent  with  duty. 
And  keep,  without  guilt,  a  feraglio  of  beauty. 


Derry  dowfi. 


*  Additional  ftanza  for  the  annual  feaft  of  the  fons  of  the  clergy, 
f  Ditto  for  the  Magdalen  Hofpltai. 
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If  from  charity  then  fuch  advantages  flow, 

That  you  (till  gain  the  more  —  the  more  you  beftowj 
Here’s  the  place  will  afford  you  rich  profit  with  eafe  : 

When  the  bafon  comes  round  — be  as  rich  as  you  pleafe. 

Derry  down. 

Then  a  health  to  that  *  patron,  whofe  grandeur  and  (lore 
Yield  aid  and  defence  to  the  fick  and  the  poor  ; 

Who  no  courtier  can  flatter,  no  patriot  can  blame  : 

But,  our  Prefident’s  here  —  or  I’d  tell  you  his  name. 

Derry  down. 


*  The  late  Duke  of  Devonfhire. 
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fhe  Hi  (lory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall 
of  the  Roman  Empire ;  hy  Ed¬ 
ward  Gibbon,  Efq ;  Volume' the 
Firjl. 

WE  do  not  remember  any 
work  pubiifhed  in  our  time, 
which  has  met  with  a  more  general 
approbation  than  Mr.  Gibbon’s 
Hiftory  of  the  Decline  and  Fall  of 
the  Roman  Empire.  We  are  hap¬ 
py  in  adding  our  fuffrage  to  the 
public  voice,  which  has  fo  juftly 
declared  in  its  favour. 

The  volume  pubiifihed  is  the  ex¬ 
ecution  of  a  part  only,  of  a  very 
extenfive  and  arduous  undertaking. 
The  whole  defign  neceffarily  com¬ 
prehends  the  divifion  of  the  empire 
into  its  two  great  branches,  the 
weftern  and  ealfern  ;  and  the  (lory 
ot  both  is  to  be  continued  to  their 
final  diffolution.  The  latter  fur- 
vived  the  former  for  feveral  centu¬ 
ries,  and  coincided  with  the  a^ra  of 
the  Cm  lades.  The  Crufade  there¬ 
fore,  tailing  in  with  his  hiftory  of 
the  eaftern  empire,  (to  the  fall  of 
which,  they  did,  not  a  little,  con¬ 
tribute)  he  propofes  to  enter  large¬ 
ly  into  the  hiftory  of  thofe  enthulia- 
ft  ical  en te  r p ri  fes .  F  hey  are  fa  r  fro m 
being  foreign  to  his  iubjeCt,  and 
there  are  few  events  in  the  whole 
courfe  or  human  affairs,  which  af¬ 
ford  more  matter  of  entertainment 
and  fpeculation  to  a  philofophica! 


mind.  At  the  fame  time  he  pro¬ 
pofes  to  take  a  view  of  the  fiate  of 
the  city  of  Rome  itfelf,  during  the 
darknefs  and  confufion  of  the  mid¬ 
dle  age3,  then  indeed  wholly  ftrip- 
ped  of  its  power  and  grandeur,  but 
never  an  uninterefting  objeCt. 

HThis  brings  down  the  narrative 
to  that  period  where  ancient  hifto¬ 
ry  confines  upon  the  modern,  and 
thus  Mr.  Gibbon’s  work,  when 
compleated,  will  form  the  great 
connecting  link,  between  two  fuch 
extremely  differing  fyftems  of  opi¬ 
nions,  manners,  and  politicks. 

This  latter  part  alone  of  the  un¬ 
dertaking,  would  require  not  only 
great  induftry,  deep  learning,  and 
found  judgment,  but  the  rare  ta¬ 
lent  of  rendering  the  tranfa&ions 
of  obfeure  times,  and  forgotten 
perfons,  engaging  and  delightful. 
By  this  firft:  volume  now  pubiifhed, 
the  author  has  fhewn  that  he  pof- 
feffes  all  thefe  qualities  in  a  very 
high  degree. 

The  general  period  which  Mr. 
Gibbon  has  chofen  for  his  hiftory, 
is  at  leaft  equally  interefting  with 
that  of  the  profperous  ftate  of  the 
Roman  affairs.  The  inftruCtion 
to  be  drawn  from  the  fall,  is  per¬ 
haps  fully  equal  to  that,  which  is 
to  be  extracted  from  the  growth  of 
human  greatnefs.  In  the  latter 
cafe,  fortune  throws  a  glare  over 
every  aCtioit,  which  often  prevents 

a  fo- 
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a  fober  judgment  on  it.  We  are 
too  apt  to  confound  t lie  whole  in 
an  indifcrirninate  admiration  ;  and 
often  to  decorate  fuccefsful  impru¬ 
dence,  and  happy  temerity,  with 
the  praifes  which  belong  to  well  di- 
gefted  policy,  and  well  regulated 
boldnefs. 

Wife  conduct  and  virtuous  cha¬ 
racter  attended  with  ill  fuccefs,  are 
not  fo  likely  to  have  injuftice  done 
to  them  by  an  impartial  pofterity. 
During  a  great  part  of  the  period 
of  which  Mr.  Gibbon  treats  in  this 
volume,  the  empire  began  only  to 
difcover  lymptoms  of  decline,  dif- 
cernible,  only  to  thofe  who  trace 
political  evils  in  their  remote 
caufes.  Yet  even  at  this  period  of 
external  fplendor,  the  materials 
for  hiftory  are  mean  and  fcanty. 
Our  author  feleCts  what  is  to  be 
found  valuable  among  them  with 
great  judgment,  and  places  it  al¬ 
ways  in  the  happieft  point  of 
view. 

A  fecond  volume,  which  is  all 
that  our  author  engages  for,  will 
perfeCt  a  compleat  Hiftory  of  the 
Decline  and  Fall  of  Rome,  from 
the  age  of  the  Antonines  to  the  fub- 
verfion  of  the  weftern  empire. 

The  prefent  volume  carries  us 
no  further  than  the  reunion  of  the 
whole  empire,  under  Conftantine. 
It  confifts  of  fixteen  chapters;  the 
three  firft  are  in  a  manner  prepa¬ 
ratory  to  the  hiftory,  treating  of 
the  extent  and  force  of  the  union 
and  internal  profperity  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  empire,  to  the  age  of  the  Anto¬ 
nines,  and  concluding  with  a  cu¬ 
rious  diflertation  on  the  conftitution 
of  that  empire,  at  the  fame  age. 

The  4th,  5th,  6th  and  yrh,  carry 
on  the  hiftory  to  the  time  of  Philip. 

I  he  8th  chapter  is  an  hiftorical 
diftertation  or  the  ftate  of  Perfra, 


after  the  reftoration  of  its  monar¬ 
chy  by  Artaxerxes,  and  the  9th, 
exhibits  the  ftate  of  Germany  to 
the  time  of  the  emperor  Decius. 

The  10,  11,  12,  13,  and  14th 
chapters  compleat  the  hiftory  to 
the  acceffion  01  Conftantine  to  the 
whole  undivided  imperial  dignity* 
ovfer  the  vaft  extent  of  the  Roman 
world. 

This  event  firft:  gave  chriftiani ty 
the  fanCtion  of  human  authority; 
we  cannot  but  lament  our  author's 
deferring  to  the  next  volume,  the 
“  very  interefting  and  important 
“  chapter,  which,  he  informs  us, 
“  is  to  treat  of  the  motives  of 
“  Conftantine’s  converfion,  as  they 
“  may  varioufly  be  deduced  from 
“  faith,  from  virtue,  from  policy, 
“  or  from  remorfe.”  Our  author 
has  not  however  altogether  quitted 
us  at  this  1110ft  important  period  j 
his  two  lait  chapters  offer  to  our 
confideration,  the  fecondary  caufes 
of  the  rapid  growth  of  chriftianity. 
T  hey  treat  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Roman v  government  towards  the 
chriftians,  from  Nero  to  Conftan¬ 
tine.  Our  author  feems  ienlible 
that  the  fubjeCt  of  thele  chapters 
called  tor  ali  his  abilities,  and  he 
has  exerted  himfelf  accordingly. 
He  may  perhaps  in  them  be  thought 
in  fome  degree  to  have  quitted  die 
character  of  the  hiftorian,  to  alfuine 
that  of  the  ecclefiaftical  critick. 
in  his  reprefen tation  of  the  great 
conflict  between  declining  Paga- 
riifm  and  growing  Chriftianity,  he 
certainly  ihews  no  fort  of  blind  pre¬ 
judice  in  favour  of  the  fucceisful 
caule.  11  the  primitive  Chriftians, 
through  zeal  or  refenunent,  have 
magnified  the  faults  of  their  ad- 
verfaries,  and  their  own  fufferi  n  o$t 
Mr.  Gibbon  omits  no  pains  to 
make  the  balance  even.  He  fome- 

time$ 
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times  Teems  even  to  labour  with 
fomewhat  of  the  earneftnefs,  and 
with  ail  the  (kill  of  an  advocate, 
in  favour  of  the  conduct  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  government  towards  the  Chrif- 

O  , 

tians ;  and  fo  far  from  allowing 
merit  in  the  early  martyrdoms, 
they  hardly  efcape  the  imputation 
of  Tome  degree  of  guilt.  This  is 
managed  with  great  dexterity,  and 
often  with  a  delicate  vein  of  irony. 
—It  is  impoffible  to  mifunderftand, 
or  wholly  to  approve  of  the  defign 
of  the  author  in  this  part  of  his 
work.  He  did  not  probably  ex¬ 
pert,  or  perhaps  with,  that  his  opi¬ 
nions  and  fentiments  iliould  reft  al¬ 
together  without  contradiction  or 
oppofition  ;  it  is  however  a  contro- 
verfy  in  which  we  are  not  called 
upon  for  our  opinion,  and  fhall  not 
prefume  to  offer  any  decifion. 

The  extract  we  fhall  offer  to  our 
readers,  is  the  concluiion  of  the 
third  chapter. 

If  a  man  were  called  to  fix  the 
period  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world, 
during  which  the  condition  of  the 
human  race  was  moft  happy  and 
profperous,  he  would,  without  he- 
fitation,  name  that  which  elapfed 
from  the  death  of  Domitian  to  the 
accefiion  of  Commodus.  The  vaft 
extent  of  the  Roman  empire  was 
governed  by  abfolute  power,  under 
the  guidance  of  virtue  and  wifdom. 
The  armies  were  reftrained  by  the 
firm  but  gentle  hand  of  four  fuc- 
cefiive  emperors,  whofe  characters 
and  authority  commanded  involun¬ 
tary  refpeCt.  The'  forms  of  the  ci¬ 
vil  adminiftration  were  careful¬ 
ly  preferVed  by  Nerva,  Trajan, 
Hadrian,  and  the  Antonines,  who 
delighted  in  the  image  of  liberty, 
and  were  pleafed  with  confidering 
themfelves  as  the  accountable  mi- 
nifters  of  the  laws.  Such  princes 
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deferred  the  honour  of  reftoring 
the  republic,  had  the  Romans  of 
their  days  been  capable  of  enjoying 
a  rational  freedom. 

“  The  labours  of  thefe  monarchs 
were  over- paid  by  the  immenfe  re¬ 
ward  that  infeparably  waited  on 
their  fuccefs ;  by  the  honeft  pride 
of  virtue,  and  by  the  exquifite  de¬ 
light  of  beholding  the  general  hap- 
pinefs  of  which  they  were  the  au¬ 
thors.  A  juft,  but  melancholy 
reflection  embittered,  however,  the 
nobleft  of  human  enjoyments.  They 
mu  ft  often  have  recollected  the  in- 
ftability  of  a  happinefs  which  de¬ 
pended  on  the  character  of  a  firigle 
man.  The  fatal  moment  was  per¬ 
haps  approaching,  when  fome  li¬ 
centious  youth,  or  fome  jealous 
tyrant,  would  abufe,  to  the  de- 
ftru&ion,  that  abfolute  power, 
which  they  had  exerted  for  the 
benefit  of  their  people.  The  ideal 
reftraints  of  the  fenate  and  the 
laws  might  ferve  to  difplay  the 
virtues,  but  could  never  correCt  the 
vices,  of  the  emperor.  The  mili¬ 
tary  force  was  a  blind  and  irrefifti- 
ble  inftrument  of  oppreflion ;  and 
the  corruption  of  Roman  manners 
would  always  fupply  flatterers  ea¬ 
ger  to  applaud,  and  minifters  pre¬ 
pared  to  ferve,  the  fear  or  the  ava¬ 
rice,  the  luft  or  the  cruelty  of  their 
mafters. 

“  Thefe  gloomy  apprehenfions 
had  been  already  juftified  by  the 
experience  of  the  Romans.  The 
annals  of  the  emperors  exhibit  a 
ftrong  and  various  picture  of  human 
nature,  which  we  fliould  vainly 
feek  among  the  mixed  and  doubt- 
ful  characters  of  modern  hiftory. 
In  the  conduCt  of  thefe  monarchs 
we  may  trace  the  utmoft  lines  of 
vice  and  virtue ;  the  moft  exalted 
perfection,  and  the  meaneft  dege¬ 
neracy 
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neracy  of  our  own  fpecies.  The 
golden  age  of  Trajan  and  theAn- 
tonines  had  been  preceded  by  an 
age  of  iron.  It  is  almoft  luperflu- 
ous  to  enumerate  the  unworthy 
luccelTors  of  Auguftus.  Their  un- 
parelleled  vices,  and  the  fplendid 
theatre  on  which  they  were  a£ted, 
have  faved  them  from  oblivion. 
The  dark  unrelenting  Tibe/ius, 
the  furious  Caligula,  the  ftupid 
Claudius,  the  profligate  and  cruel 
Nero,  the  beaftly  Vitellius,  and  the 
timid  inhuman  Domitian,  are  con¬ 
demned  to  everlafting  infamy. 
During  fourfcore  years  (excepting 
only  the  fhort  and  doubtful  refpite 
of  Vefpafian’s  reign)  Rome  groan¬ 
ed  beneath  an  unremitting  tyran¬ 
ny,  which  exterminated  the  an¬ 
cient  families  of  the  republic,  and 
was  fatal  to  almoft  every  virtue,  and 
every  talent,  that  arofe  in  that  un- 
happy  period. 

“  Under  the  reign  of  thefe  mon¬ 
gers,  the  ftavery  of  the  Romans 
was  accompanied  with  two  peculiar 
circumftances,  the  one  occafioned 
by  their  former  liberty,  the  other 
by  their  extenfive  conquefts,  which 
rendered  their  condition  more 
wretched  than  that  of  the  victims 
of  tyranny  in  any  other  age  or 
country.  From  thefe  caufes  were 
derived,  i.  The  exquiftte  fenfibility 
of  the  fufferers ;  and,  2.  The  im- 
poftibility  of  efcaping  from  the  hand 
of  the  oppreffor. 

I.  When  Perfia,  was  governed 
by  the  defeendants  of  Se(i,  a  race 
of  princes,  whofe  wanton  cruelty 
often  ftained  their  divan,  their 
table,  and  their  bed,  with  the 
blood  of  their  favourites,  there  is 
a  faying  recorded  of  a  young  no¬ 
bleman,  That  he  never  departed 
from  the  fultan’s  prefence,  without 
fatisfying  himfelf  whether  his  head 
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was  ftill  on  his  fhoulders.  The 
experience  of  every  day  might  al¬ 
moft  juftify  the  fcepticifm  of  Ru f- 
tan.  Yet  the  fatal  fword  fufpend- 
ed  above  him  by  a  fmgle  thread, 
feems  not  to  have  difturbed  the 
fturnbers,  or  interrupted  the  tran¬ 
quility,  of  the  Perfian.  The  mo¬ 
narch’s  frown,  he  well  knew, 
could  level  him  with  iheduft;  but 
the  ftreke  of  lightning  or  apoplexy 
might  be  equally  fatal ;  and  it 
was  the  part  of  a  wife  man,  to 
forget  the  inevitable  calamities  of 
human  life  in  the  enjoyment  of 
the  fleeting  hour.  He  was  digni¬ 
fied  with  the  appellation  of  the 
king’s  Have;  had,  perhaps,  been 
purchafed  from  obfeure  parents, 
in  a  country  which  he  bad  never 
known;  and  was  trained  up  from 
his  infancy  in  the  fevere  difeipline 
of  the  feraglio.  His  name,  his 
wealth,  his  honours,  were  the  gift 
of  a  mafter,  who  might,  without 
injuftice,  refume  what  he  had  be.- 
ftowed.  Ruftan’s  knowledge,  ff 
he  pofTefled  any,  could  only  ferve 
to  confirm  his  habits  by  prejudices. 
His  language  afforded  not  words 
for  any  form  of  government,  ex¬ 
cept  abfolute  monarchy.  The  hif- 
tory  of  the  eaft  informed  him,  that 
fuch  had  ever  been  the  condition 
of  mankind.  The  Koran,  and  the 
interpreters  of  that  divine  book, 
inculcated  to  him,  that  the  fulta-n 
was  the  defeendant  ot  the  prophet, 
and*  the  vicegerent  of  Heaven  ; 
that  patience  was  the  firft  virtue  of 
a  Muffulinan,  and  unlimited  obe¬ 
dience  the  great  duty  of  a  fub- 
jeft. 

“  The  m'nds  of  the  Romans 
were  very  differently  prepared  for 
flavery.  Oppreffed  beneath  the 
weight  of  their  own  corruption  and 
of  military- violence,  they  lor  a 

long 
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long  while  preferved  the  fenti- 
ments,  or  at  leaft  the  ideas,  of 
their  free  born  anceftors.  The  edu¬ 
cation  of  Helvidius  and  Thrafea, 
of  Tacitus  and  Pliny,  was  the  fame 
as  that  of  Cato  and  Cicero.  From 
Grecian  phiiofophy,  they  had  im¬ 
bibed  the  jufteft  and  mofr  liberal 
notions  of  the  dignity  of  human 
nature,  and  the  origin  of  civil  fo- 
ciety.  The  hiftory  of  their  own 
country  had  taught  them  to  revere 
n  free,  a  virtuous,  and  a-  victo¬ 
rious  commonwealth;  to  abhor  the 
fuccefsful  crimes  of  Csefar  and  Au- 


guftus ;  and  inwardly  to  defpife 
thofe  tyrants  whom  they  adored 
with  the  moft  abjeCt  flattery.  As 
magistrates  and  fenators,  they  were 
admitted  into  the  great  council, 
which  had  once  dictated  laws  to  the 
earth,  whofe  name  ft  ill  gave  a 
fanCtion  to  the  aCts  of  the  mo¬ 
narch,  and  whofe  authority  was  fo 
often  proftituted  to  the  vileft  pur- 
pofes  of  tyranny,  Tiberius,  and 
thofe  emperors  who  adopted  his 
maxims,  attempted  to  difguife  their 
murdei  s  by  the  formalities  ofjuftice, 
and  perhaps  enjoyed  a  fecret  plea- 
fure  in  rendering  the  fenate  their 
accomplice,  as  well  as  their  victim. 
By  this  aflembly,  the  laft  of  the 
Romans  were  condemned  for  ima¬ 
ginary  ciimes  and  real  virtues. 
Their  infamous  accufers  aflumed 
the  language  of  independent  pa¬ 
triots,  who  arraigned  a  dangerous 
citizen  before  the  tribunal  of  his 
country  ;  and  the  public  fervice 
was  rewarded  by  riches  and  ho¬ 
nours.  The  fervile  judges  profefied 
to  aflert  the  majefty  of  the  com¬ 
monwealth,  violated  in  the  perfon 
of  its  firft  magistrate,  whofe  cle- 
mency  they  mod  applauded  when 
they  trembled  the  moft 'at  his  inex¬ 
orable  and  impending  cruelty.  The 


tyrant  beheld  their  bafenefs  with 
juft  contempt,  and  encountered 
their  fecret  fentiments  cf  detefta- 
tion  with  ftncere  and  avowed  ha¬ 
tred  for  the  wrhole  body  of  the 
fenate. 

“  II.  The  divifion  of  Europe  in¬ 
to  a  number  of  independent  dates, 
connected,  however,  with  each 
other,  by  the  general  refemblance 
of  religion,  language,  and  man¬ 
ners,  is  productive  of  the  moft  be¬ 
neficial  confequences  to  the  liber¬ 
ty  of  mankind.  A  modern  tyrant, 
who  fliould  find  no  refiftance  ei¬ 
ther  in  his  own  breafl:,  or  in  his 
people,  would  foon  experience  a 
gentle  reftraint  from  the  example 
of  his  equals,  the  dread  of  prefent 
cenfure,  the  advice  of  his  allies, 
and  the  apprehenfton  of  his  ene¬ 
mies.  The  objeCt  of  his  difplea- 
fure,  efcaping  from  the  narrow  li¬ 
mits  of  his  dominions,  would  ea- 
fily  obtain,  in  a  happier  climate, 
a  i'ecure  refuge,  a  new  fortune  ade¬ 
quate  to  his  merit,  the  freedom  cf 
complaint,  and  perhaps  the  means 
of  revenge’  But  the  empire  of  the 
Romans  filled  the  world,  and  when 
that  empire  fell  into  the  hands  of  a 
Angle  perfon,  the  world  became  a 
fecure  and  dreary  prifon  for  his 
enemies.  The  Have  of  Imperial 
defpotifm,  whether  he  w^as  con¬ 
demned  to  drag  his  gilded  chain  in 
Rome  and  the  fenate,  or  to  wear 
out  a  life  of  exile  on  the  barren 
rock  of  Seriphus,  or  the  frozen 
banks  of  the  Danube,  expeCted  his 
fate  in  filent  defpair.  To  refill 
was  fatal,  and  it  was  impoflible  to 
fly.  On  every  fide  he  was  encom- 
pafled  with  a  vaft  extent  of  fea  and 
land,  which  he  could  never  hope  to 
traverfe  without  being  difcovered, 
feized,  and  reftored  to  his  irritated 
mafter.  Beyond  the  frontiers,  his 
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anxious  view  could  difcover  no¬ 
thing,  except  the  ocean,  inhofpi- 
table  deierts,  hoftile  tribes  of  bar¬ 
barians,  or  fierce  manners  and  un¬ 
known  language,  or  dependent 
kings,  who  would  gladly  purchase 
the  emperor’s  protection  by  the  fa- 
errfice  of  an  obnoxious  fugitive. 
“  Wherever  you  are,”  laid  Cicero 
to  the  exiled  Marcellus,  “  reinem- 
“  ber  that  you  are  equally  within 
“  the  power  ot  our  conqueror.” 

[For  a  Farther  ipecimen  ot  this 
work,  fee  pages  134 —  147,  ot  the 
l'econd  part  of  this  volume.] 


An  Enquiry  into  the  Rature  and 
Caufes  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations. 
By  Adam  Smith,  LL.D  F.  R.  S. 
2  ojoIs.  quarto. 

TII  E  growth  and  decay  of  na¬ 
tions  have  frequently  afford¬ 
ed  topics  of  admiration,  and  com¬ 
plaint  to  the  morahft  and  declaim- 
er  :  they  have  forfietimes  exercifed 
the  fpeculations  of  the  politician  ; 
but  they  have  fehiom  been  conft- 
dered  in  all  their  caufes  and  com¬ 
binations  by  the  philofopher.  The 
French  (Economical  writers  un¬ 
doubtedly  have  their  merit.  Within 
this  century  they  have  opened  the 
way  to  a  rational  theory,  on  the  fub- 
je&s  of  agriculture,  manufactures, 
and  commerce.  But  no  one  work 
has  appeared  amongft  them,  nor 
perhaps  could  there  be  collefted 
Iron)  the  whole  together,  any  thing 
to  be  compared  to  the  prefent  per¬ 
formance,  for  fagacity  and  pene¬ 
tration  of  mind,  extent  of  views, 
accurate  diftinCtion,  juft  and  natu¬ 
ral  connexion  and  dependence  of 
parts.  It  is  a  compleat  analyfis 
of  lociety,  beginning  with  the  frit 
rudiments  of  the  fimpleft  manual 
Vox,.  XIX.  1776. 
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labour,  and  rifing  by  an  eafy  and 
natural  gradation  to  the  highefl  at¬ 
tainments  of  mental  powders.  In 
which  courfe  not  only  arts  and  com¬ 
merce,  but  finance,  juftice,  public 
police,  the  ceconomy  of  armies,  and 
the  fyftem  of  education,  are  conli- 
dered,  and  argued  upon,  often  pro¬ 
foundly,  always  phuiibly  and  clear¬ 
ly  ■,  many  of  the  fpeculations  are 
new,  and  time  will  be  required  be¬ 
fore  a  certain  judgment  can  be  pall¬ 
ed  on  their  trutli  and  folidity. 

The  ftyle  -of  the  author  may  be 
fometimes  thought  diffufe,  but  it 
mu  ft  be  remembered  that  the  work 
is  didadtic,  that  the  author  means 
to  teach,  and  teach  things  that  are 
bv  no  means  obvious. 

We  cannot  better  ftate  the  nature 
and  plan  of  his  work,  than  by  lay¬ 
ing  before  the  reader  the  doctor’s 
own  very  iliort  introduction. 

“  The  annual  labour  of  every 
nation  is  the  fund  which  orginally 
fupplies  it  with  all  the  neceffaries 
and  conveniences  of  life  which  it 
annually  confumes,  and  which  con- 
fiff  always,  either  in  the  immediate 
produce  of  that  labour,  or  in  what 
is  purchafed  with  that  produce 
from  other  nations. 

“  According  therefore,  as  this 
produce,  or  what  is  purchafed  with 
it,  bears  a  greater  or  fmaller  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  number  of  thofe  who 
are  to  con  fume  it,  the  nation  will 
be  better  or  worfe  fupplied  with 
all  the  neceflaries  and  conveniences 
for  which  it  has  occafon. 

“  But  this  proportion  mu  ft  in 
every  nation  be  regulated  by  two 
different  circumftances  ;  firft,  by  the 
fkill,  dexterity  and  judgment  with 
which  labour  is  generally  applied 
in  it ;  and,  ftcondiy,  by  the  pro¬ 
portion  between  the  number  of 
thofe  who  are  employed  in  ufelul 
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labour,  and  that  of  thofe  who  are 
not  fo  employed.  Whatever  be 
the  foil,  climate,  or  extent  of  ter¬ 
ritory  of  any  particular  nation,  the 
abundance  or  fcaminefs  of  its  an¬ 
nual  fupply  muff,  in  that  particu¬ 
lar  filiation,  depend  upon  thofe 
two  circumftances. 

“  The  abundance  or  fcantinefs  of 
this  fupply  too  feems  to  depend 
more  upon  the  former  of  thofe  two 
circu mftances  than  upon  the  lat¬ 
ter.  Among  the  favage  nations  of 
hunters  and  fillers,  every  indivi¬ 
dual  who  is  able  to  work,  is  more 
or  lets  employed  in  ufeful  labour, 
and  endeavours  to  provide,  as  well 
as  he  can,  the  neceffaries  and  con¬ 
veniences  of  life,  for  himfeif,  and 
fitch  of  his  family  or  tribe  as  are 
either  too  old,  or  too  young,  or 
too  infirm  to  go  a  hunting  and 
Tifhing.  Such  nations,  however, 
are  fo  miferably  poor,  that,  from 
mere  want,  they  are  frequently 
reduced,  or,  at  leaf,  think  them- 
felves  reduced,  to  the  neceflity 
Sometimes  of  diredlly  deftroying, 
and  fometimes  of  abandoning  their 
infants,  their  old  people,  and  thofe 
affiidted  with  lingering  difeafes, 
to  periffi  with  hunger,  or  to  be 
devoured  by  wild  beads.  Among 
civilized  and  thriving  nations,  on 
the  contrary,  though  a  great  num¬ 
ber  ot  people  do  not  labour  at  all, 
many  of  whom  confume  the  pro¬ 
duce  of  ten  times,  frequently  of  a 
hundred  times  more  labour  than 
the  greater  part  of  thofe  who  work  ; 
yet  the  produce  of  the  whole  la¬ 
bour  of  the  fociety  is  fo  great,  that 
all  are  often  abundantly  fupplied, 
and  a  workman,  even  of  the  low¬ 
ed  and  pooreft  order,  if  he  is  fru¬ 
gal  and  induftrious,  may  enjoy 
a  greater  fbare  of  the  neceffaries 
and  coRveniendes  of  life  than  it 
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is  poffible  for  any  favage  to  acquire. 

“  The  caufes  of  this  improve¬ 
ment,  in  the  produdlive  powers  of 
labour,  and  the  order,  according 
to  which  its  produce  is  naturally 
diftributed  among  the  different 
ranks  and  conditions  of  men  in  fo¬ 
ciety,  make  the  fubjedl  of  the  firft 
book  of  this  enquiry. 

“  Whatever  be  the  adlual  ftate 
of  the  fkill,  dexterity,  and  judg¬ 
ment  with  which  labour  is  applied 
in  any  nation,  the  abundance  or 
fcantinefs  of  its  annual  fupply, 
muff  depend,  during  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  that  ffate,  upon  the 
proportion  between  the  number  of 
thofe  who  are  annually  employed 
in  ufeful  labour,  and  that  of  thofe 
who  are  not  fo  employed.  The 
number  of  ufeful  and  produ&iye 
labourers,  it  will  hereafter  appear, 
is  every  where  in  proportion  to 
the  quantity  of  capital  ftock  which 
is  employed  in  felting  them  to 
work,  and  to  the  particular  way 
in  which  it  is  fo  employed.  The 
Second  Book,  therefore,  treats  of 
the  nature  of  capital  ftock,  of  the 
manner  in  which  it  is  gradually 
accumulated,  and  of  the  different 
quantities  of  labour  which  it  puts 
into  motion,  according  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  ways  in  which  it  is  em¬ 
ployed. 

“  Nations  tolerably  well  ad¬ 
vanced  as  to  fkill,  dexterity,  and 
judgment,  in  the  application  of 
labour,  have  followed  very  differ¬ 
ent  plans  in  the  general  condmft 
or  direction  of  it ;  and  thofe  plans 
have  not  all  been  equally  favoura¬ 
ble  to  the  greatnefs  of  its  produce. 
The  policy  of  fome  nations  has 
given  extraordinary  encouragement; 
to  the  induftry  of  the  country  :  that 
of  others  to  the  induftry  of  towns. 
Scarce  any  nation  has  dealt  equally 
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mid  impartially  with  every  fort  of 
in  dull  ry.  Since  the  downfall  of  rhe 
Roman  empire,  the  policy  of  Eu¬ 
rope  has  been  more  favourable  to 
arts,  manufactures  and  commerce, 
the  indu (try  of  towns }  than  to  agri¬ 
culture,  t  he  induftry«of  the  country. 
'I  he  circumftances  which  feem  to 
have  introduced  and  eflablifhed  this 
policy  are  explained  in  the  Third 
Book. 

“  Though  thofe  diff- rent  plans 
were,  perhaps,  firfl  introduced  by 
the  private  interefts  and  prejudices 
of  particular  orders  of  men,  with¬ 
out  any  regard  to,  or  forefight  of, 
their  conftquences  upon  the  gene¬ 
ral  welfare  of  the  fociety  ;  yet  they 
have  given  occafion  to  very  diffe¬ 
rent  theories  of  political  ceconomy  ; 
Cf  which  fome  magnify  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  that  induftry  which  is  car¬ 
ried  on  in  towns,  others  of  that 
which  is  carried  on  in  the  country. 
Thofe  theories  have  had  a  confide- 
rable  influence,  not  only  upon  the 
opinions  of  men  of  learning,  but 
upon  the  public  condudfl  of  princes 
and  fovereign  llates.  I  have  en¬ 
deavoured.  in  the  Fourth  Book, 
to  explain,  as  fully  and  diflinflly 
as  I  can,  thofe  different  theories, 
and  the  principal  effects  which 
they  have  produced  in  different  ages 
and  nations. 

“  In  what  has  confided  the  re¬ 
venue  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people,  or  what  is  the  nature  of 
thofe  funds  which,  in  different 
ages  and  nations,  have  fupplied 
their  annual  confumprion,  is  treat¬ 
ed  of  in  thefe  four  firfl  Books.  The 
Fifth  and  laid  Book  treats  of  the 
revenue  of  the  fovereign,  or  com¬ 
monwealth.  Jn  this  Book  I  have 
endeavoured  to  fhow ;  firfl:,  what 
are  the  neceffary  expences  of  the 
fovereign,  or  commonwealth  :  which 


of  thofe  expences  ought  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  general  contribu¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  fociety ;  and 
which  of  them,  by  that  of  fome 
particular  part  only,  or  of  fome 
particular  members  of  the  fociety: 
fecondly,  what  are  the  different 
methods  in  which  the  whole  fociety 
may  be  made  to  contribute  to- 
w'ards  defraying  the  expences  in¬ 
cumbent  on  the  whole  fociety, 
and  what  are  the  principal  advan¬ 
tages  and  inconveniences  of  each 
of  thofe  methods:  and,  thirdly 
and  laflly,  what  are  the  reafbns 
and  caufes  which  have  induced 
almoft  all  modern  governments  to 
mortgage  fome  part  of  this  revenue, 
or  to  contract  debts,  and  what  have 
been  the  effects  of  thofe  debts  upon 
the  real  wealth,  the  annual  pro¬ 
duce  of  the  land  and  labour  of  the 


The  Hiflory  of  the  Reign  of  Philip 
the  Second ,  King  of  Spain.  By 
Robert  Watfon,  LL.D.  2  vols. 
quarto. 

* 

WHATEVER  preference 
may,  in  other  refpe&s,  be 
given  to  former  times  ;  the  prefent 
age,  it  mull  be  allowed,  has  re¬ 
trieved  our  country  from  the  re¬ 
proach  it  lay  under,  of  a  deficiency 
of  good  hiflorians.  Mr.  Watfon 
has  increafed  the  number  of  good 
writers  in  this  line.  He  has  chofen 
a  period,  that  muft  ever  be  inter- 
efling,  whilfl  religious  and  civil  li¬ 
berty  hold  their  natural  and  proper 
eflimation. 

There  cannot  perhaps  be  found 
in  hiflory,  a  flory  of  more  inflruc- 
tion  to  thofe  who  govern  mankind, 
if  inftruffion  were,  as  people  ima¬ 
gine  it,  the  certain  confequence  of 
R  2  example. 
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example.  Hot  the  fame  paflions 
and  prejudices,  feem  to  govern  hu¬ 
man  adtiofis  in  the  fame  fituations, 
thf-cugh  all  ages,  and  in  all  coun¬ 
tries. 

Aden  do  not  view  the  fcene,  in 
'which  they  themfelves  are  the  ac¬ 
tors,  with  the  fame  cool  eye  of  im¬ 
partiality,  with  which  they  judge 
of  the  condudt  of  thofe  who  have 
trod  the  ftage  before  them  ;  or, 
they  f flatter  tbemfelves,  that  they 
fhali  condudt  tbemfelves  with  more 
prudence  and  diferetion  in  the  fame 
courfe,  which  has  brought  on  the 
ruin  of  others ;  or  attributing  a 
great  deal  to  chance,  they  truft 
that  they  fhali  have  better  fortune 
than  thofe  who  failed  in  fimilar  at¬ 
tempts  before  them ;  or,  which  is, 
we  fear,  molt  probable,  they  think 
idtie  of  what  has  been  done  before, 
and  indulging  themfelves  in  the 
hopes  of  obtaining  the  gratification 
of  the  objedt  they  are  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  in  purfuit  of,  they  precipitate 
themfelves  into  adtion,  and  leave  it 
to  their  pofterity  to  exercife  the 
fame  difcermiient  on  their  condudt, 
which  they  very  unprofitably  find 
no  difficulty  in  palling  on  the  paf¬ 
fions  and  miftakes  of  the  times  that 
went  before  them.  But  if  we  are 
obliged  reludlantiy  to  admit,  that 
hiftory  does  not  convey  that  fure 
inftrudtion  and  warning,  which  a 
pieafing  theory  might  make  us 
hope  it  did,  we  mu  ft  at  leaft  allow, 
that  the  labours  of  the  hiftorian 
are  not  wafted.  The  mind  full  of 
energy,  as  well  as  refledtion,  de¬ 
lights  in  the  contemplation  of  ac¬ 
tive  life. 

The  reprefentation  of  real  tran- 
fadtions  in  the  great  and  bufy 
feenes  of  the  world,  certainly  make 
n  deeper  and  more  affedting  im- 


preftion,  than  the  rnoft  lively  exer¬ 
tions  of  fancy  and  imagination  carl 
imprefs,  or  the  conlideration  of 
merely  fpeculative  truth  can  fur- 
nifh. 

Hiftory  is  naturally  of  a  more 
grave  and  fober  caft  than  poetry 
or  romance  ;  but  the  hiftorian,  who 
is  worthy  that  name,  will  find 
means  even  to  indulge  his  fancy  and 
imagination,  as  well,  though  not 
as  wantonly,  as  the  poet ;  and  the 
real  tranfadtions  of  man,  are  of  fo 
ftrange  and  furprifing  a  nature, 
that  the  romance  writer  will  envy 
the  hiftorian  the  inftances  of  the 
marvelous  that  offer  themfelves  in 
the  relation  of  true  hiftory.  The 
fiege  of  Malta,  which  we  fhali 
make  our  extradl  from  Dr.  Wat- 
fon’s  hiftory,  is  of  that  kind.  The 
reader  will  find  our  author  animat¬ 
ed  with  his  fubjedt ;  he  gives  the 
ftory  with  all  the  warmth  and  fpi- 
rit  that  fo  great,  fo  wonderful,  fo 
gallant  a  condudt  as  that  fuccefsful 
defence  of  Malta  could  excite. 

But  if  the  gallantry  of  the 
knights  of  Malta  commands  our 
veneration  ;  we  muft,  in  the  fame 
proportion,  contemn  and  abhor 
the  little  politicks,  not  lefs  unwife 
than  bafe,  of  Philip,  who  rifked 
the  lofs  of  that  place  of  fuch  infi¬ 
nite  confequence  to  himfelf,  and  to 
the  Chriftian  caufe,  which  he  af- 
fedted  to  make  the  objedt  of  his 
reign.  It  is  no  lefs  wonderful  tha* 
lamentable,  to  confider  the  cha- 
radter  of  Philip,  whofe  reign  is  the 
iubjedt  of  this  hiftory,  and  whole 
difpofition  gave  rife  to  many  iin- 
portant  events.  Ungrateful  to  the 
moft  indulgent  and  fondeft  ofv 
fathers,  and  the  murderer  of  his 
own  fon,  without  one  amiable 
quality  to  recommend  him  to  the 
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love  or  refpeCt  of  the  world ;  of  a 
l'ecludcd  life,  abforbed  in  the  one 
chimerical  idea  of  railing  his  own 
perfonal  authority,  and  making  it 
the  unenviable  merit  of  his  reign, 
that  he  would  rather  forego  the 
government  of  his  fubjeCts,  than  not 
force  them  to  worfhip  their  God  in 
the  forms  and  manners  he  had  him- 
felf  been  brought  up;  if  there  is 
any  merit  in  this,  and  that  obftina- 
cy  in  fuch  ideas  and  fuch  purfuits 
is  a  virtue,  Philip  has  a  claim  to 
one  virtue.  He  actually  did  fore¬ 
go  his  government,  fooner  than  in¬ 
dulge  liberty  of  confcience ;  and  the 
whole  ufe  he  made  of  that  vaft 
force  by  which  his  father  had  nearer 
ly  attained  univerfa!  monarchy,  was 
to  leffen  that  empire;  and  leave  a 
lading  debility  in  the  power  which 
he  had  abufed. 

The  world  has  been  in  a  prac¬ 
tice  of  admiring  this  prince  as  a 
great  politician ;  we  confefs  our- 
felves  at  a  lofs  to  juftify  this  opini¬ 
on  ;  we  can  fee  no  depth  or  extent 
of  mind,  that  can  rank  him  among 
the  able  ftatefmen  ;  his  vaft  power 
enabled  him  to  continue  his  ill  judg¬ 
ed  purfuits;  and  this  obftinacy  has 
been  dignified  with  the  name  of 
firmnefs. 

Mr.  Watfon  has  chofen  his  fub- 
jeCt  well,  and  managed  it  with 
great  ability;  his  ftile  is  clear  and 
unafteCted,  and  his  obfervations  in 
general  profound,  and  iuch  as  tend 
to  lead  his  reader  into  juft  and  rea- 
lonable  contemplations  upon  the 
matter  he  relates. 

The  following  is  the  extract  from 
this  work. 

At  length  the  Turkifh  fleet 
having  left  Conftantinople  in  the 
end  of  March,  arrived  in  fight  of 
Malta  about  the  middle  of  May  > 
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confifting  of  more  than  two  hun¬ 
dred  fail,  and  having  on  board, 
befides  a  great  number  of  chrif- 
tian  flaves,  dehgned  to  ferve  as 
pioneers,  above  forty  thouland 
land  forces,  compofed  chiefly  of 
Janiflaries  and  Spahis,  the  braveft 
loldiers  of  the  Ottoman  empire. 
This  formidable  army  landed  at 
fome  diftance  from  ii  Borgo,  and 
foon  afterwards  fpread  themfelves 
over  the  country;  fetting  fire  to 
the  villages,  putting  the  peafants 
to  the  fword,  and  carrying  oft'  fuch 
of  the  cattle,  as,  notwithstanding 
the  orders  of  the  grand-mafter,  had 
not  been  fecured  within  the  forts 
and  towns. 

“  While  the  Turks  were  thus 
employed,  La  Valette  [the  grand- 
mafter]  fent  out  de  Copier,  marflial 
of  the  order,  with  two  hundred 
horfeand  fix  hundred  foot,  to  watch 
their  motions.  De  Copier.,  an  officer 
of  great  expreience,  executed  his 
commiffion  with  fo  much  prudence 
and  vigour,  that  by  falling  unex¬ 
pectedly  on  detached  parties,  he 
cut  off  one  thoufand  five  hundred  of 
the  Turks,  with  the  lofs  of  only 
about  eighty  men.  — — 

‘‘  The  Turkifh  general  held  a 
council  of  war  as  foon  as  all  his 
troops  were  landed,  to  affift  him 
in  relolving  where  he  fhould  begin 
his  attack.  Piali,  agreeably  to  what 
he  underftood  to  have  been  the  Sul¬ 
tan’s  inftruCtions,  was  of  opinion 
that  they  ought  not  to  enter  upon 
aCtion  till  Dragut  fliould  arrive. 
But  Muftapha  having  received  in¬ 
formation  of  the  king  of  Spain's  pre¬ 
parations,  thought  that  fome  thing 
inuft  be  done  inftantly  for  the  fe- 
curity  of  the  fleet ;  which  lay  at 
prefen t  in  a  creek  where  it  was  ex- 
pofed  to  the  violence  of  the  eaft 

K  3  %  wind. 


246  ACCOUNT 

wind,  and  might  be  attacked  with 
great  advantage  by  the  Spaniards. 
On  this  account  he  was  of  opinion, 
that  they  Ihouid  immediately  lay 
liege  to  a  fort  called  St.  Elmo 
which  flood  on  a  neck  of  land  near 
11  Bor  go,  having  the  principal  har¬ 
bour  on  one  fide  of  it,  and  on  the 
other,  another  harbour  large  c- 
nough  to  contain  the  whole  fleet  in 
jafety.  This  propofal  was  approv¬ 
ed  by  a  majority  of  the  council, 
and  Muftapha  proceeded  without 
delay  to  carry  it  into  execution. 
He  vainly  expefled  that  he  would 
be  able  to  reduce  the  fort  in  a  few 
days.  — — - 

‘s  La  Vallette  did  not  expert  that 
a  place  which  was  neither  ftrong,  nor 
large  enough  to  admit  a  numerous 
garrifon,  could  be  defended  long, 
againfl  fo  great  a  force  as  was  em¬ 
ployed  to  reduce  it ;  but  he  thought 
it  neceffary  that  the  fiegeof  this  fort 
iliould  be  prolonged  as  much  as 
poffible,  in  order  to  give  the  viceroy 
of  Sicily  time  to  come  to  his  relief. 
With  this  view  he  refolved  to  throw 
himfelf  into  St.  Elmo  with  a  felett 
body  of  troops ;  and  he  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  fet  out  when  the  whole 
body  of  knights  remcnflrated  with 
luch  earned;  importunity  againft  his 
leaving  the  town,  that  he  at  laft 
confented  to  differ  the  reinforce¬ 
ment  which  he  had  prepared,  to  be 
conducted  to  the  fort  by  a  knight 
called  de  Medran,  upon  whole  con¬ 
duct  and  intrepidity  he  could  rely 
with  the  mod  adored  confidence. 

“  Not  long  after  De  Medran’s 
arrival  in  the  fort,  the  garrifon 
made  a  vigorous  fally,  in  which 
they  drove  the  enemy  from  their 
intrenchmenfcs,  and  put  a  number 
of  them  to  the  fword.  But  the 
reft  foon  recovered  from  their 
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furprife,  and  having  returned  tg 
the  charge,  they  compelled  the 
•'Cbridians  to  retire.  In  this  ren¬ 
counter,  the  vigorous  efforts  of 
the  janiffaries  wrere  favoured  by 
the  wind,  which  blew  the  fincke 
of  the  guns  up  n  the  fort,  and  co¬ 
vered  the  befieged  with  a  thick 
cloud,  through  which  it  was  im- 
poffible  to  diice'rn  the  operations  of 
the  enemy.  This  incident  the 
f  urks  had  the  prefence  of  mind 
to  improve  to  great  advantage. 
They  leized,  unp  reeived,  upon 
the  counterfcarp,  made  a  lodg¬ 
ment  there  with  beams,  woolfacks, 
and  gabions ;  and  raifed  a  bat¬ 
tery  upon  it  with  incredible  ex¬ 
pedition.  After  the  fmoke  was 
ciifperfed,  the  befieged  beheld  what 
had  been  done  with  much  aflo- 
niiliment;  and  they  were  the  more 
difquieted,  as  the  fortification 
which  the  Turks  had  raifed  upon 
the  counterfcarp,  overtopped  a  ra¬ 
velin  which  lay  near  it,  in  which 
the  befieged  could  no  longer  appear 
with  fafeiy.  They  refolved  how¬ 
ever  to  defend  this  ravelin  as  long 
as  poffible,  whatever  it  iliould  cofl 
them. 

“  In  the  mean  time  Dragur  and 
another  noted  corfair  called  Uiu- 
chiali  arrived  with  twenty  gall i es, 
having,  befides  flaves  and  Tea¬ 
men,  two  thoufa.nd  five  hundred 
troops  on  board.  This  reinforce¬ 
ment  and  the  prefence  of  Dra- 
gut  added  freih  vigour  to  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  liege.  This  gallant 
corfair  expofed  himfelf  on  all  oc¬ 
casions  with  the  utmofl  intrepidity  ^ 
fpent  whole  days  in  the  trenches  ; 
and  as,  befides  his  other  extraor¬ 
dinary  talents,  he  was  particular¬ 
ly  fkilful  in  the  management  of 
artillery,  he  caufed  fome  new  bat- 
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Juries  to  be  raifed  in  more  advan¬ 
tageous  fituations  than  had  hitherto 
been  made  choice  of;  and  kept  up 
a  continual  fire  both  upon  the  ra¬ 
velin  above-mentioned,  and  a  ca¬ 
valier  that  covered  the  fort  and 
was  one  of  its  principal  defences. 

“  This  cavalier  foon  became  the 
only  defence  which  could  prevent 
the  befiegers  from  coming  up  to 
the  very  foot  of  the  walls.  Some 
Turkifh  engineers  having  ap¬ 
proached  the  ravelin  at  day- break, 
to  examine  the  effedls  of  their  ar¬ 
tillery,  they  obferved  a  gun-port 
fo  lpw,  that  one  of  them,  when 
mounted  on  the  fhoulders  of  ano¬ 
ther,  looked  into  it,  and  faw  the 
chriftian  foldiers  lying  on  the 
ground  afleep.  Of  this  they  gave 
immediate  information  to  the  troops; 
who,  advancing  as  quickly  and  fi* 
lently  as  pofiible,  and  clapping  lad¬ 
ders  to  the  gun-hole,  got  up  into 
the  ravelin,  and  cut  moil  of  the 
chriflians  to  pieces. 

“  Between  this  ravelin  and  the 
cavalier  lay  the  ditch,  over  which 
the  befieged  had  thrown  a  tempo¬ 
rary  bridge  of  planks,  leading  up 
to  the  cavalier.  The  Turks  per¬ 
ceiving  this,  leapt  indantly  upon 
the  bridge,  and  attempted  to  make 
themfelves  mailers  oi  the  cavalier, 
as  they  had  already  done  oi  the 
ravelin.  But  the  garrifon  was  now 
alarmed  ;  the  bravell  of  the  knights 
hallened  from  different  quarters  to 
the  poll  of  clanger ;  and,  after  an 
obllinate  engagement,  they  com¬ 
pelled  the  Turks  to  retire  into  the 
ravelin.  There  obferving  another 
v/ay  of  reaching  the  cavalier,  by 
a  path  from  the  'bottom  of  the 
ditch,  they  threw  themfelves  down 
without  dread  or  hefitation ;  and 
having  afeended  by  this  path  to  the 
ether  fide,  they  renewed  their  at- 
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tack  with  greater  fury  than  ever. 
The  combat  Jailed  from  fun  rife 
till  noon,  when  the  invincible  bra¬ 
very  of  the  garrifon  proved  at  lad 
victorious.  About  twenty  knights 
and  a  hundred  foldiers  were  kill¬ 
ed  and  near  three  thoufand  of  the 
enemy. 

‘‘  As  the  ravelin  was  open  on 
the  fide  towards  the  fert,  the  be¬ 
fieged  pointed  fome  cannon  againft 
it,  and  made  great  havoc  among 
the  infidels.  But  Mudapha,  fen- 
fible  of  the  value  of  the  acquisition 
which  he  had  made,  poured  in 
frefli  foldiers  without  number; 
and  the  pioneers  coming  forward 
with  wool-lacks,  planks,  and  ga¬ 
bions,  put  the  troops  at  length  in 
fafety,  and  made  a  lodgment  in 
the  ravelin,  ot  which  the  garri¬ 
fon  were  never  able  to  difpoifefs 
them. 

“  The  grand-mader’s  concern  on 
account  of  this  difafler  was  greatly- 
augmented,  by  confidering  that  it 
could  not  have  happened  fo  foon, 
without  fome  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  garrifon.  He  fent  them 
however  an  immediate  reinforce¬ 
ment ;  and  both  the  fiege  and  the 
defence  were  carried  on  with  the 
fame  vigour  as  before. 

“  But  the  lituation  of  the  be¬ 
fieged  was  now  become  much  more 
dangerous  than  formerly.  The 
Turks  applied  themfelves  with 
unremitting  diligence  to  heighten 
the  ravelin  till  it  overtopt  the  wall 
of  the  fort;  and  after  this,  the 
garrifon  could  no  longer  appear 
upon  the  parapet  with  fafety. 
Many  were  killed  by  the  enemy's 
artillery.  Several  breaches  were 
made  in  different  parts  of  the 
wall,  and  the  hearts  of  the  brav¬ 
ed  knights  begin  to  fail  within 
them.  — 
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{(  They  agreed  therefore,  though 
with  much  reluctance,  to  apply 
to  the  grand-mailer  for  liberty  to 
quit  the  fort ;  and  they  made 
choice  of  the  chevalier  de  Medran 
for  their  meffenger.  De  Medran 
reprefented  that  the  fort  was  in  re¬ 
ality  no  longer  tenable,  and  that  to 
continue  in  it,  though  only  a  few 
days,  would  infallibly  occafion 
the  utter  deftruCtion  of  the  garri- 
fon. - 

**  Moil  of  the  knights  in  coun¬ 
cil  thought  that  this  reqneft  of  the 
garrifon  ought  to  be  immediately 
granted.  But  la  Valette  was  of  a 
contrary  opinion. - -  This  he  re¬ 

prefented  to  the  chevalier  de  Mo- 
dran,  and  feet  him  back  with  in- 
ilruCHons  to  remind  the  knights  of 
the  vow  which  they  took  at.  their 
entrance  into  the  Order,  of  facri- 
ficing  their  lives  for  its  defence. 
He  iikewife  bade  him  allure  them, 
in  bis  name,  that  he  would  not 
fail  to  fend  them  fuch  reinforce¬ 
ments  as  they  fhouid  Hand  in  need 
of,  and  was  determined,  as  fcon 
as  it  fhouid  be  neceffary,  to  come 
himfelf  to  their  affiftanqe,  with  a 
fixed  unalterable  purpofe  to  lay 
down  his  life,  fooner  than  deliver 
the  fort  into  the  hands  of  the  in¬ 
fidels. 

This  anfwer  had  the  defired 
cfFefl  on  feveral  of  the  knights,  and 
particularly  on  thofe  whole  princi¬ 
ples  of  honour  and  attachment  to 
the  Order  were  confirmed  by  years. 
But  the  greater  part  of  them  were 
much  dilTatisfied.  They  thought 
the  grand-mafter’s  treatment  of 
them  harfh  and  cruel,  and  wrote 
him  a  letter,  fubferibed  by  fifty- 
three,  in  which,  after  repeating 
their  former  requeff,  they  inform- 
’ed  him,  that  if  he  did  not,  on  the 

night,  fend  boats  to  carry 
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them  to  the  town,  they  were  de¬ 
termined  to  fatly  out  into  the 
Turkifh  camp,  where  they  might 
fall  honourably,  by  the  ivvord,  in- 
ftead  of  fuffering  fuch  an  ignomi- 
nious  death  as  they  had  reafon  to 
cxpeCt,  if  the  fort  was  taken  by 
ftorm. 

“  To  this  letter  la  Valette  re¬ 
plied,  “  That  they  were  much 
miftaken,  if  they  expected  to  latif- 
fy  their  honour  by  throwing  away 
their  lives  ;  linceit  was  no  lefs  their 
duty  to  fubmit  to  hia  authority, 
than  to  factifice  their  lives  in  de¬ 
fence  of  the  Order  :  that  t he  pre- 
fervation  of  the  whole  depended 
on  their  prefent  obedience  to  his 
commands:  that  no  aid  was  to  be 
expected  from  Spain,  jf  the  fort 
were  given  up ;  and  that,  if  he 
fhouid  yield  to  their  requeft,  and 
bring  them  to  the  town,  the  town 
itfelf  would  then  he  immediately 
invefted,  and  they,  as  well  as  the 
reft,  foon  afterwards  reduced  to  a 
fituation  more  defperate  than  that 
from  which  they  were  fo  folicitous 
to  efcape,  by  deferting  an  import¬ 
ant  Ration  which  they  had  under¬ 
taken  to  defend.”  Befides  this  let¬ 
ter,'  he  lent  three  commifiioners  to 
examine  the  Rate  of  the  fortifi¬ 
cations  ;  intending  by  this  meafure 
either  to  gain  time,  or  to  prevent 
the  garrifon  from  finking  into  de- 
fpair. 

“  Thefe  cpmmiffioners  differed 
widely  in  the  accounts  which  they 
delivered  at  their  return.  Two  of 
them  thought  it  impoffible  to  de- 
fend  the  fort  much  longer.  But 
the  third,  named  Confiantine  Caf- 
triot,  a  Greek  prince,  defeended 
from  the  famous  Albanian  hero, 
Scanderbeg,  whether  from  igno¬ 
rance,  or  a  confcioufnefs  of  greater 
re  Sources  in  his  native  courage  than 

the 
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l he  other  two  poflefled,  maintained 
that  the  garrifon  was  far  from 
being  reduced  to  the  laft  extremi¬ 
ty  ;  and  to  give  proof  how  firmly 
he  was  perfuaded  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  faid,  he  offered  to  enter 
the  fort  himfelf,  and  to  undertake 
the  defence  of  it  with  fuch  troops 
as  fhould  be  willing  to  accompany 
him. 

“  The  grand-  mafier,  ftrongly 
iinpreffed'  with  a  fenl'e  of  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  protracting  the  fiege,  im¬ 
mediately  accepted  this  offer,  and 
bellowed  the  higheft  encomiums 
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on  Caftriot’s  zeal  and  refolution. 
Nor  did  Caftriot  find  any  difficulty 
in  perfuading  a  furficient  number 
to  attend  him,  who  were  no  lefs 
zealous  and  refohite  than  him- 
felf.  The  foldiers  crowded  to  his 
ftandard,  and  were  emulous  to  have 
their  names  inrolled  for  that  dan¬ 
gerous  fervice  in  which  he  had  en¬ 
gaged. 

“  When  la  Valette  faw  the  fpf* 
rit  by  which  thefe  men  were  ani¬ 
mated,  and  had  no  longer  any 
doubt  of  being  able,  by  their 
means,  to  prolong  the  fiege  of  the 
fort,  he  fent  a  letter  to  the  knights, 
acquainting  them,  that  he  was  now 
willing  to  give  them  their  difcharge  ; 
and  would  immediately  fend  ano¬ 
ther  garrifon,  into  whofe  hands, 
he  defired,  they  ihould  be  ready  to 
deliver  up  the  fort,  and  came  them- 
lelves  to  the  town  in  the  boats  in 
which  their  fucceffors  were  to  be 
tranfported.  — — 

“  The  contents  and  ftyle  of  this 
letter  affeCted  the  knights  in  the 
molt  fenfible  manner,  and  roufed 
within  them  that  delicate  fenfe  of 
honour,  by  which  the  Order  had 
been  fo  long  and  fo  eminently 

d i It ingui fiied. - They  refolved 

without  hefitation  to  remain  in  the 
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fort  till  every  man  fhould  perifli, 
rather  than  either  deliver  it  to  the 
new  garrifon,  or  abandon  tt  to  the 
enemy.  And  they  went  in  a  body 
to  the  governor,  and  intrea-teci  him 
to  inform  the  grand-matter  or '  *  ear 
repentance,  and  to  join  with  them 
in  praying  that  they  might  be  buf¬ 
fered  to  wipe  out  the  remember- 
ance  of  their  fault  by  their  future 
conduct  — s - 

The  grand- matter  fuffered 
himfelf  at  laft  to  be  overcome;  and 
henceforth  the  garrifon  difmiffing 
all  thoughts  of  their  own  fafety, 
were  intent  on  nothing  but  how  to 
prolong  the  defence. 

“  The  grand-matter  fent  them 
every  night  f re fh  troops,  to  fuppiy 
the  place  of  the  killed  and  wound¬ 
ed  ;  and  kept  them  well  furnifhed 
with  provisions,  ammunition,  and 
fire-works.  Of  thefe  latt  he  had 
invented  a  particular  kind,  which 
confided  of  hoops  of  wood,  covered 
with  wool,  and  fteeped  in  boiling 
oil,  and  other  inflammable  liquors, 
mixed  with  nitre  and  gunpowder. 
To  thefe  machines  they  fee  fire, 
and  threw  them  flaming  in  the 
mid  ft  of  the  enemy,  when  they 
were  crowded  together  at  an  af- 
fault.  It  happened  often  that  two 
or  three  of  the  Turks  were  hook¬ 
ed  together  and  (torched  to  death  ; 
and  the  utmoft  eonfuflon  was 
produced  wherever  they  were 
thrown. 

The  befieged  flood  much  in 
need  of  this,  and  every  other  in- 
flrument  of  mifehief,  that  could 
be  devifed  for  their  defence.  In 
fpite  of  the  moft  vigorous  oppofi- 
tion,  the  Turks  had  caft  a  bridge 
over  the  ditch,  and  begun  to  fap 
and  undermine  the  wall.  From 
the  17th  of  June  to  the  14th  of 
July,  not  a  Angle  day  paft  without 
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fome  rencounter;  and  Muftapha 
had  frequently  attempted  to  fcale 
the  wall  of  the  fort,  but  had  been 
as  often  repulfed  with  the  lofs 
of  fome  of  the  braved:  of  his 
troops.  j 

A/Iiamed  at  having  been  de¬ 
tained  fo  long  before  a  p!a«e  of 
fuch  inconfiderable  ftrength,  he 
refolved  to  make  one  great  deci- 
five  effort,  and  to  bring  to  the  af- 
fault  as  many  of  his  forces  as 
the  fituation  of  the  place  would 
permit  him  to  employ.  He  had 
already  made  feveral  breaches; 
but  in  order  to  fecure  the  iuccefs 
of  the  affault  which  he  now  in¬ 
tended,  he  kept  his  batteries  play¬ 
ing  all  the  i$th  without  intermif- 
fion,  till  the  wall  on  that  fide  where 
be  ftefigned  his  attack  was  aimoft 
level  with  the  rock.  On  the  16th 
the  fleet  was  drawn  up  before  fun- 
rife  as  near  the  fort  as  the  depth 
of  the  water  would  allow  ;  four 
thoufand  mufketeers  and  archers 
were  flattened  in  the  trenches ; 
and  the  reft  of  the  troops,  upon 
a  figoal  given,  advanced  to  the 
breach.  ‘The  garrifon  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  receive  them.  The  breach 
was  lined  with  feveral  ranks  of  fob 
diers,  having  the  knights  inter- 
fperfed  among  them  at  certain 
enhances.  The  Turks  attempted 
often  to  break  through  this  de- 
termined  band,  and  to  overpower 
them  with  their  numbers.  But 
their  numbers  ferved  only  to  aug¬ 
ment  the  lofs  which  they  fuftain- 
ed.  Every  fbot  from  the  fort  did 
execution.  The  artillery  made 
dreadful  havoc  among  them,  and 
the  burning  hoops  were  employed 
with  aftoniftiing  fuccefs.  The  no¬ 
velty  of  thefe  machines,  and  the 
fhrieks  of  thofe  who  were  caught 
in  them,  added  greatly  to  the  ter- 
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ror  which  they  infpired,  and  made 
it  impoffible  for  the  Turkifh  officers 
to  keep  their  men  firm  and  Heady 
in  purfuing  the  advantages  which 
had  they  preferved  their  ranks, 
their  numbers  muft  have  infallibly 
acquired. 

“  At  length  Muftapha,  after 
having  continued  the  aflault  for 
more  than  fix  hours,  without  gain¬ 
ing  a  fingle  inch  of  ground  on  the 
befieged,  gave  orders  for  ’founding 
a  retreat. 

“  In  this  attack  the  garrifon 
loft  about  twenty  knights  and  three 
hundred  foldiers ;  but  this  lofs 
was  immediately  fupplied  by  a 
reinforcement  from  the  town:  and 
Muftapha  was  at  laft  convinced, 
that,  unlefs  the  communication 
between  the  fort  and  the  town  were 
cut  off,  it  would  be  impoffible  to 
bring  the  fiege  of  the  former  to  a 
period,  while  any  troops  remained 
in  any  other  part  of  the  bland, 
By  the  advice  of  Dyagut  he  re¬ 
folved  to  extend  his  trenches  and 
batteries,  on  the  fide  next  to  the 
town,  till  they  fliould  reach  to 
that  part  of  the  fea,  or  great  har¬ 
bour,  where  thofe  fupplies  were 
landed  which  the  grand- mafter 
daily  fent  to  the  garrifon.  This 
undertaking,  he  knew,  muft  be 
attended  with  the  utmoft  diffi¬ 
culty,  becaufe  a, 41  the  fpace  be¬ 
tween  his  entrenchments  and  the 
point  to  which  it  was  neceftary  to 
extend  them,  lay  expofed  to  the 
artillery  both  of  Fort  St.  Elmo 
and  St.  Angelo,  In  viewing  the 
ground,  a  Sangiac,  in  whom  he 
put  confidence,  was  killed  by  his 
fide  ;  and,  which  was  ftiil  a  more 
irreparable  lofs,  Dragut  received 
a  mortal  wound,  of  which  he  died 
in  a  few  days.  This  did  not  how¬ 
ever  difeourage  Muftapha  from 
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p  rfuing  his  defign.  By  employ 
ing  his  troops  and  pioneeis  at  the 
work  clay  and  night  without  in- 
termiftion,  he  at  length  carried  it 
into  execution.  7  hen  having 
planted  batteries  along  the  fliore, 
and  filled  his  trenches  with  mufke- 
teers,  it  was  impoflihle  for  any 
boat  to  pafs  trom  the  town  to  the 
fort,  without  the  mcft  imminent 
danger  of  either  being  funk  or  in¬ 
tercepted. 

“  After  this  precaution,  he  re¬ 
fumed  with  frefti  vigour  his  at¬ 
tempt  to  take  the  fort  by  ftorm. 
On  the  twenty-firft,  he  made  four 
different  aiTaults;  all  of  which  the 
garrifon  witliflood,  and,  in  re- 
pulfing  fo  many  thoufand  brave 
and  well  difciplined  troops,  dis¬ 
played  a  degree  of  prowefs  and 
fortitude  which  almoft  exceeds  be¬ 
lief,  and  is  beyond  the  power  of 
defciiption.  But  this  heroic  gar- 
rifon  was  now  exceedingly  reduced 
fn  number ;  and  there  was  the 
ftrongeft  reafon  to  apprehend,  that, 
in  one  aflault  more,  they  muft  in¬ 
evitably  be  overpowered,  unlefs  a 
reinforcement  were  fent  them  from 
the  town.  Of  their  defperate  fitu- 
ation  they  gave  intelligence  to  the 
•grand-mailer,  by  one  who  fwam 
acrofs  the  harbour  in  the  night. 
The  boats  were  inftantly  filled  with 
knights  and  other  foldiers,  who 
generoufly  refolved  to  devote  them- 
felves  to  certain  deftruCtion,  for  the 
general  fafety,  and  the  preferva- 
iion  of  the  fort.  They  fet  off 
from  the  town  with  as  much  ala¬ 
crity  as  if  they  had  entertained  t he 
moft  fangume  hopes  of  victory  ; 
but  they  found  the  Turks  every 
where  fo  much  upon  their  guard, 
and  the  lines  lo  ftrongly  defend¬ 
ed,  that,  after  fcveral  fruitlefs  at¬ 
tempts  to  land,  they  were  at  lad 
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obliged  to  return,  depreffed  with 
forrow  for  the  iate  of  their  brave 
Companions. 

“  The  garrifon  now  defpairing 
of  relief,  gave  themfelves  up  for 
loft  ;  but  inftead  of  either  capitu¬ 
lating  or  attempting  to  ejeape, 
they  prepared  for  death,  and  paff- 
ed  the  night  in  prayer,  and  in 
receiving  the  facranrent ;  after 
which,  they  embraced  one  another 
tenderly,  and  then  repaired  to 
their  refpe&ive  polls;  while  fuch 
of  the  wounded  as  had  been  d if— 
abled  from  walking,  were,  at  their 
own  earn  eft  defire,  carried  to  the 
fide  of  the  breach,  where  they 
waited,  without  difrnay,  for  the 
approach  of  the  Turkifth  army. 

“  Early  in  the  morning  of  the 
twenty-third  of  July,  the  Turks 
advanced  to  the  aflault,  with  loud 
fliouts,  as  to  certain  victory,  which 
they  believed  fo  fmall  a  handful  of 
men  as  now  remained  in  the  fort 
would  not  dare  to  difp.ute  with 
them.  In  this  expectation  they 
were  difappointed.  The  garrifon 
being  refolved  on  death,  and  de- 
fpifing  danger,  were  more  than 
men,  and  exerted  a  degree  of 
prowefs  and  valour  that  filled  their 
enemies  with  amazement.  The 
combat  lalled  upwards  of  four 
hours,  till  not  only  every  knight, 
but  every  (oldier  had  fallen,  ex¬ 
cept  two  or  three  who  faved  them¬ 
felves  by  fwimming.  The  Turkiili 
colours  were  then  planted  on  the 
ramparts;  and  the  fleer  entered  the 
harbour  which  the  fort,  command¬ 
ed,  in  a  kind  of  triumph.  When 
Muflapha  took  a  view  of  the  fort 
and  examined  its  fize  and  fortifica¬ 
tions,  he  could  not  refrain  from 
faying  “  What  will  not  the  fa¬ 
ther  coft  us,  (meaning  the  town) 
when  the  fon,  who  is  fo  fatal!,  ha$ 
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coft  fo  many  thoufands  of  our 
ibraveft  troops.”  But  this  reflec¬ 
tion,  far  from  exciting  his  admi¬ 
ration  of  that  heroic  fortitude 
which  he  had  found  fo  difficult  to 
overcome,  ferved  only  to  infpire 
lum  with  a  brutal  fury.  He  or¬ 
dered  ail  fuch  of  the  garrifon  as 
were  found  lying  on  the  breach 
alive  to  be  ript  open,  and  their 
hearts  torn  out.  And  as  an  in- 
full  on  the  knights  and  their  reli¬ 
gion,  he  cau fed  their  dead  bodies 
to  be  fearched  for,  and  large 
ga flies  to  be  made  in  them,  in  the 
form  of  a  crofs,  after  which  he  tied 
them  on  planks,  and  threw  them 
into  the  fea,  to  be  carried  by  the 
wind  and  tide  to  the  town,  or  fort 
St.  Angelo. 

“  The  grand-mafter  was  at  hr  ft 
melted  into  tears  at  this  Blocking 
fpedlacle;  but  his  grief  was  foon 
converted  into  indignation  and  re¬ 
venge  ;  and  thefe  paftlons  betray¬ 
ed  him  into  an  adtion  unworthy  of 
the  exalted  character  which  he 
bore.  In  order  to  teach  the  Baflia, 
as  he  pretended,  to  make  war 
with  lefs  barbarity,  he  caufed  all 
the  Turks  whom  he  had  taken  pri- 
foners  to  be  ma  filtered  ;  and  then 
putting  their  heads  into  his  largeft 
cannon,  he  iliot  them  into  the 
Turkish  camp. 

“  In  the  iiege  which  has  been 
related,  the  Order  loft  about  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  men,  includ¬ 
ing  one  hundred  and  thirty  of  the 
hraveft  knights. - — 

“  Muftapha  vainly  imagined, 
that  being  intimidated  by  the 
fate  of  their  companions,  they 
would  be  now  inclined  to  liften  to 
terms  of  capitulation  ;  and  in  this 
hope  he  fent  an  officer  with  a 
white  flag  to  one  of  the  gates,  at¬ 
tended  by  a  cbriftian  Have,  defign- 
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ed  to  ferve  for  his  interpreter.  The 
Turk  was  not  allowed  to  enter 
within  the  town  j  but  the  chriftian 
was  admitted,  and  was  led  through 
feveral  ranks  of  foldiers  under  arms 
by  an  officer,  who,  after  fliewing 
him  all  the  fortifications  of  the 
place,  defired  him  to  take  particu¬ 
lar  notice  of  the  depth  and  breadth 
of  the  ditch,  and  fa  id  to  him, 
“  See  there,  the  only  fpot  we  can 
afford  your  general ;  and  there  we 
hope  fcon  to  bury  him  and  all  his 
JanifTaries.” 

“  This  infulting  fpeech  being, 
reported  by  the  (lave,  excited  in  the 
fiery  mind  of  the  Baftia  the  higheft 
degree  of  wrath  and  indignation, 
and  made  him  refolve  to  exert 
himfelf  to  the  inmoft  in  the  pro- 
fecution  of  the  fiege.  His  troops, 
though  greatly  dtminifhed,  were 
ftill  fuificient  to  inveft  at  once  both 
the  town  and  the  fort  of  St.  Mi¬ 
chael.  He  kept  a  conftant  fire  on 
both;  but  he  intended  firft  to  ap¬ 
ply  to  the  reduction  of  the  latter, 
which  he  propofed  to  attack  both 
by  land  and  water,  at  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  peninfula  on  which  it 
ftands.  In  order  to  accompiifli 
this  defign,  it  was  necellary  he 
fliould  have  forne  {hipping  intro¬ 
duced  into  the  harbour,  for  tran- 
fporting  his  forces.  But  the  mouth 
of  the  harbour  having  been  render¬ 
ed  inacceftible  by  a  great  iron  chain, 
and  the  cannon  of  St.  Angelo,  his 
defign  muft  have  been  relinquifh- 
ed,  if  Piali  had  not  fuggefted  an 
expedient  againfl  which  the  grand- 
mafter  bad  not  provided.  This 
was  to  make  the  chriftian  flaves 
and  the  crews  of  the  {hips  draw  a 
number  of  boats,  by  the  ftrength 
of  their  arms,  over  the  neck  of 
land  on  which  flood  fort  St.  Elmo. 
Of  this  propofal,  which  Muftapha 
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immediately  adopted,  information 
was  carried  to  the  grand-mafter 
by  a  Turkifh  officer,  who,  being 
by  birth  a  Greek,  was  touched 
fuddenly  with  remorfe,  and  defert- 
ed  to  the  chriftians.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  intelligence,  La 
Valette  fet  a  ?reat  number  of  hands 

O 

to  work  in  framing  a  ftacado  along 
that  part  of  the  promontory  where 
the  Turks  intended  their  attack  ; 
and  at  another  part,  where  the 
depth  of  the  water  or  the  hardnefs 
of  the  bottom  would  not  admit  of 
the  flacado,  he  caufed  (Long  in- 
trenchments  to  be  made  upon  the 
beach.  Muftapha  in  the  mean 
time  fired  inceftantly  upon  the  fort 
while  the  (laves  and  crews  were 
employed  in  tranfporting  the  boats 
over  land  into  the  harbour.  At 
length  the  Bafha,  judging  that  the 
number  of  boats  which  he  had 
tranfported  would  be  fufficient,  and 
that  the  breaches  which  his  artil¬ 
lery  had  made  were  practicable, 
refolved  without  further  delay  to 
make  an  attack  both  by  fea  and 
land.  He  was  the  more  confident 
of  fuccefs,  as,  fince  the  taking  of 
St.  Elmo,  he  had  received  a  con- 
fiderable  reinforcement,  by  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  Hafcem,  fon  of  Barbarofta, 
with  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
feledt  foldiers,  commonly  called  the 
Bravoes  of  Algiers.  Hafcem,  who 
polfcifed  a  confiderabie  ihare  of 
his  father’s  fire,  and  was  ambiti¬ 
ous  to  diftingubh  himlelf  in  the 
Sultan’s  fervice,  begged  of  Mufta¬ 
pha  to  intruft  him  with  the  alia  lilt 
of  fort  St.  Michael ;  and  vaunted, 
with  his  natural  arrogance,  that  he 
would  foon  make  himfelf  mailer  of 
it  fword  in  hand.  The  Baiba,  whe¬ 
ther  from  an  opinion  of  his  valour, 
or  a*  intention  to  make  him  learn 


OF  BOOKS.  253 

at  his  own  expence  the  folly  of  his 
prefumprion,  readily  complied  with 
his  requeft  ;  and  having  added  fix 
thoufand  men  to  his  Algerines,  he 
promifed  to  fupport  him  with  the 
reft  of  his  army. 

“  Hafcem  divided  his  forces  with 
Candelifta,  an  old  corfair,  his  lieu¬ 
tenant  ;  to  whom  he  committed  the 
attack  by  fea,  whilft  he  relerved 
that  on  the  land  fide  to  himfelf. 

“  Candelifta  having  put  his 
troops  on  board  the  boats,  fet  out 
with  drums  beating,  and  hautboys 
and  other  mufical  inftruments  play¬ 
ing,  preceded  by  a  boat  filled  with 
Mahometan  priefts,  lome  of  whom 
were  employed  in  offering  prayers 
to  Heaven  for  his  fuccefs,  or  in 
finging  hymns  ;  while  others  had 
books  in  their  hands  out  of  which 
.they  read  imprecations  againft  the 
chriftians.  Candelifta  attempted 
firff  to  break  down  the  ftacad® 
which  had  been  formed  to  obftniiCfc 
his  landing  ;  but  finding  it  much 
(Longer  than  he  expected,  and  that 
while  he  was  employed  in  demo- 
liftii ng  it,  his  troops  muft  ftdFer 
greatly  from  the  enemy’s  fire,  he 
thought  it  would  be  cafier  to  make 
a  delcent  on  that  part  of  the 
(bore  which  the  grand-mafter  had 
(Lengthened  with  intrenchmenis. 
At  this  important  poll,  the  dkrifc 
tian  troops  were  commanded  by  an 
ancient  knight  of  the  name  of  Gni- 
ineran.  This  experienced  officer 
referved  his  fire  till  the  Turks  had! 
advanced  within  a  little  diftamee 
of  the  (bore,  when  by  a  fing’le  di-C 
charge  lie  killed  about  four  Htsm- 
dred  men.  This  did  not  pr-eveni 
the  reft  from  approaching.  Can¬ 
delifta  pu fired  forwards  while  the 
chriftians  were  loading  their  can¬ 
non,  and  landed  at  the  head  of  his: 
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A!  gerines.  But  Guimeran  having 
referved  feme  cannon  charged 
with  grape  fhot,  did  dreadful  exe¬ 
cution  among  them  after  they  had 
landed,  and  many  of  them  began 
to  fly  to  their  boats  ;  which  Can¬ 
delifFa  obferving,  he  commanded 
the  boats  to  be  put  off  to  a  little 
diftance  from  the  there.  His  troops, 
perceiving  then  that  they  muft  ei¬ 
ther  die  or  conquer,  took  courage 
from  defpair,  and  advanced  boldly 
to  the  intrenchment,  with  ladders 
for  fealing  it  in  one  hand,  and  their 
labres  in  the  other.  The  comba¬ 
tants  on  both  fides  difplayed  the 
moft  intrepid  valour.  Great  num¬ 
bers  fell,  and  the  ditch  was  choak- 
ed  with  blood,  and  with  die  bodies 
of  the  dead  and  wounded.  The 
Turks  at  lo ft,  after  an  engagement 
of  five  hours,  reached  the  top  of 
the  intrenchment,  and  there  plant¬ 
ed  their  enfigns.  The  knights, 
flung  with  fhame  on  account  of 
their  retreat,  returned  with  re¬ 
doubled  ardour.  But  they  would 
probably  have  been  overpowered 
by  the  fuperior  number  of  the  ene¬ 
my,  had  not  the  grand  mailer  fent 
them  a  feafonable  reinforcement, 
under  the  admiral  de  Giou,  and 
the  chevalier  de  Quineyg  who  fell 
upon  the  Algerines  and  Turks  with 
a  degree  of  fury  that  flruck  terror 
into  CandelifFa  himfelf,  who  was 
noted  for  his  intrepidity.  Having 
ordered  the  boats  to  be  brought 
nearer  the  fliore,  he  was  among 
the  fi rff  who  fled.  His  bravoes 
fought  defperaiely  for  fome  time 
after  he  had  left  them  ;  but  were 
at  length  thrown  down  from  the 
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intrenchments,  and  compelled  to 
fly  to  their  boats  with  the  utmoll 
precipitation.  The  chriftians  pur¬ 
ified  them,  and  the  batteries  con¬ 
tinued  firing  on  them  without  in- 
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termifllon.  Many  of  the  boats  were 
funk  ;  the  water  was  covered  with 
dead  bodies,  mangled  limbs,  fhields 
and  helmets.  Of  the  four  thou- 
fand  who  had  been  fent  on  this  en™ 
terpn£e,  fcarcely  five  hundred  re¬ 
mained,  and  many  of  thefe  were 
dangeroufly  wounded. 

“  Hafcein  was  not  more  fortu¬ 
nate  in  his  affault  by  land,  tha& 
CandelifFa  was  by  feat.  After  hav¬ 
ing  been  repul  fed  at  one  breach 
with  great  {laughter,  he  rallied  his 
troops,  and  led  them  on  to  ano¬ 
ther,  where  he  fought  long  and 
defperately,  till  moft  cf  the  bra¬ 
voes  having  fallen  by  his  fide,  he 
was  obliged,  with  much  reluc¬ 
tance  and  forrow,  to  found  a  re¬ 
treat. 

“  Muftapha,  not  unmindful  of 
his  promife  to  fupport  him,  no 
fooner  perceived  him  beginning  to 
retire,  than  he  ordered  the  Ja- 
nifFariec,  whom  he  kept  under 
arms,  to  advance.  The  garrifon 
had  maintained  an  engagement 
with  Hafcern  for  five  hours,  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  in  the 
hotteft  feafon  of  the  year  ;  yet,  as 
if  they  had  not  been  fubjetft  to  the 
wants  and  weaknelFes  of  humanity, 
they  advanced  beyond  the  breach 
to  meet  the  JanifFaries,  and  fought 
apparently  "with  as  much  vigour 
and  fortitude  as  before.  By  the 
power  of  fuperior  numbers,  they 
were  compelled  to  fall  back  with¬ 
in  the  breach.  But  there  they 
made  the  moft  defperate  refiftance  ; 
and,  being  reinforced  by  De 
Giou  and  De  Quiney,  with  the 
troops  which  had  triumphed  over 
CandelifFa,  they  at  daft  repulfed 
the  JanifFaries  with  dreadful  daugh¬ 
ter  ;  after  having  loft  more  than 
forty  knights,  and  two  hundred 
of  the  braveft  of  the  common  men. 
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“  Muftapha,  enraged  by  this 
invincible  obftinacy  which  thechrif- 
tians  difplayed  in  their  defence, 
and  dreading  that  the  Spanifh  fuc- 
cours,  which  had  been  already  de¬ 
layed  much  longer  than  he  expec¬ 
ted,  might  loon  arrive,  refolved 
now  to  employ  his  whole  force  at 
once,  and  while  he  himfelf  profe- 
cuted  the  liege  of  fort  St.  Michael 
with  one  half  of  his  troops,  to  em¬ 
ploy  the  other,  under  Piali,  againft 
the  town.  More  batteries  were 
raifed.  The  trenches  were  ad¬ 
vanced  dill  nearer  than  before. 
Bridges  of  fail-yards  and  mads 
were  thrown  over  the  ditches. 
Mines,  nothwithdanding  the  hard 
and  rocky  foil,  were  fprung.  Af- 
faults  were  repeated  without  num¬ 
ber ;  and  the  two  bafhas,  emulous 
ot  one  another,  and  each  of  them 
agitated  with  continual  anxiety 
lelt  victory  fhould  declare  fir  It  for 
his  competitor,  exhibited  the  mod 
iliining  proofs  of  perfonal  courage, 
and  exhauded  ail  the  art  of  vvar 
then  known  in  the  world.  Yet, 
through  the  determined  bravery  of 
the  knights,  conducted  by  the 
grand-mader  with  confummate 
prudence  and  indefatigable  vigi¬ 
lance,  the  Turks  were  baffled  in 
every  attempt,  asd  repulfed  with 
daughter.  Mufiaoha  flattered  him- 
fell  once  with  the  mod  ianguine 
hopes  of  fuccefs  on  his  part,  from 
a  machine  invented  by  his  princi¬ 
pal  engineer,  in  the  form  of  a  huge 
calk  bound  drongfy  with  iron 
hpops,  and  filled  with  gun-powder, 
nads,  chains,  bullets,  and  Inch 
other  indruments  of  death.  Af¬ 
ter  letting  fire  to  a  train  which 
was  ladened  to  this  machine,  it  was 
thrown  by  the  force  of  an  engine, 
upon  a  ravelin  that  was  t he  prin¬ 
cipal  defence  of  the  fort.  But  the 
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garrifon  undifmayed,  found  means, 
before  it  caught  fire,  to  cad  it  out 
again  into  the  midd  of  the  aflail- 
ants.  In  a  moment  afterwards  it 
burd  with  dreadful  fury,  and  filled 
the  Turks  with  condernation.  I  he 
knights  then  fallied  out  upon  them 
fword  in  hand,  and  taking  advan¬ 
tage  of  their  confufion,  killed  ma¬ 
ny  of  them,  and  put  the  red  to 
flight. 

u  Piali  had,  on  fome  occafions* 
dill  more  reafon  than  Muftapha 
to  entertain  the  hopes  of  victory* 
although  the  town  was  much 
ftronger  than  the  fort,  and  La  Va- 
lette  commanded  there  in  perfon. 
Bp  his  batteries  he  had  demolifhcxl 
all  the  out-works  of  the  place,  and 
had  made  an  immenfe  breach  in 
the  wall.  While  his  troops  wer« 
engaged  in  a  furious  a  fault,  that 
engrofled  the  whole  attention  of 
the  befieged  from  morning  till 
night,  he  employed  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  pioneers  in  raifing  a  cava¬ 
lier  or  platform  of  earth  and 
Aones,  clofe  by  the  breach,  and 
fo  high  as  to  overlook  the  para¬ 
pet.  Night,  in  the  mean  time, 
came  on,  and  prevented  him  from 
carrying  any  further  this  great 
advantage;  but  he  doubted  not 
that  next  day  he  fhould  be  able 
to  make  himfelf  mader  of  the 
place. 

“  As  foon  as  he  had  drawn  off 
his  forces,  a  council  of  the  Order 
was  convened,  and  mod  of  the 
knights  were  of  opinion  that  the 
town  was  no  longer  tenable  ;  that 
the  fortifications  which  dill  re¬ 
mained  fhould  be  blown  up,  and 
that  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants 
fhould  retire  into  the  caftle  of  St. 
Angelo.  But  the  grand-mader  re¬ 
ceived  this  propofal  with  horror 
and  indignation.  **  This  would 
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be  in  effed,”  faid  he,  to  deli¬ 
ver  the  whole  iband  into  the  bands 
of  the  infidels.  Fort  St.  Michael, 
winch  has  been  fo  gallantly  de¬ 
fended,  and  which  is  preferved  by 
its  communication  with  the  town, 
would  thus  be  foon  reduced  to  the' 
neeeffity  of  fur  rendering..  There 
is  no  room  in  the  cable  of  St.  An¬ 
gelo  for  the  inhabitants  arid  troops  ; 
nor,  if  there  were  room,  is  there 
water  in  that  fort  for  fo  great  a 
number”  It  was  then  propofed 
that  at  leafl.  the  relics  of  the  faints 
and  the  ornaments  of  the  churches 
jliould  be  carried  into  the  cable  ; 
and  the  knights  earnebly  intreated 
the  grand  mailer  to  retire  into  it 
bimfelf,  alluring  him  that  they 
would  conduct  the  defence  with 
the  utmob  vigour  and  vigilance. 
<4  No,  my  brethren,”  he  replied, 
“  what  you  propofe  as  to  the  fa- 
cred  things  would'  ferve  only  to  in¬ 
timidate  the  foldiers.  We  mull 
conceal  our  apprehenfions.  ■  it  is 
here  we  mull  either  die  or  conquer. 
And  is  it  poffible  that  l,  at  the  age 
of  feventy-one,  can  end  my  life 
fo  honourably,  as  in  fighting,  to¬ 
gether  with  my  friends  and  bre¬ 
thren,  againft  the  implacable  ene¬ 
mies  of  our  holy  faith  ?”  He  then 
told  them  what  he  thought  proper 
to  be  done,  and  proceeded  in- 
bandy  to  put  it  into  execution. 
Having  called  all  the  foldiers  from 
fort  St.  Angelo,  except  a  few  who 
were  necelTary  for  managing  the 
artillery,  he  employed  them  and 
the  inhabitants  all  night,  in  throw¬ 
ing  up  intrcnchments  within  the 
breach;  after  which  he  fent  out 
fome  of  the  braved:  knights,  with 
a  feled  body  of  troops,  to  make 
an  attempt  on  the  cavalier.  Thefe 
men  bole  foftly  along  the  foot  of 
the  wall  till  they  arrived  at  the 
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place  appointed ;  when  they  fet 
up  a  loud  iliout,  and  attacked  the 
guards  whom  Fiali  had  left  there 
with  fo  much  fury,  that  the  1  urks, 
believing  the  whole  garrifon  had 
fallen  "upon  them,  abandoned  their 
pob,  and  bed  precipitately  to  their 
camp. 

“  The  cavalier  was  immediate¬ 
ly  fortified,  a  battery  of  cannon 
planted  on  it,  and  a  parapet 
i a i feel  on  the  fide  towards  the 
enemy.  And  thus  the  breach  was 
rendered  impracticable  j  the  town 
put  in  greater  fecurity  than  be¬ 
fore;  and  a  work,  which  had  been 
devifed  for  its  debrudion,  con¬ 
verted  into  a  bulwark  tor  its  de¬ 
fence. 

41  The  grand  maber  had  now 
greater  confidence  than  ever  of 
being  able  to  hold  out  till  the  Spa¬ 
niards  fhould  come  to  his  relief, 
in  confequence  of  the  aburanees 
given  by  Philip  and  the  Sicilian 
viceroy,  he  had,  long  before  this 
time,  entertained  the  hopes  of 
their  arrival ;  and  had  often  ear¬ 
nebly  iolicited  fhe  viceroy  to  haben 
his  departure  from  Medina,  The 
condud  of  this  nobleman  was  long 
exceedingly  myberious.  The  pa¬ 
tience  of  the  knights  was  worn  out 
by  his  delays  ;  and  they,  and  many 
others,  fufpeded  that  the  real  mo¬ 
tive  of  his  condud  was  the  dread 
of  encountering  with  an  admiral 
of  io  confiderable  reputation  as 
Piali.  But  it  afterwards  appeared 
that  the  viceroy  had  tided  agree¬ 
ably  to  his  inbrudions  from  the 
court  of  Spain.  P'or  although  Phi¬ 
lip  was,  for  the  reafons  above 
mentioned,  fincerely  iniereded  in 
the  prefervation  of  the  knights  ; 
and  had  amuled  them  with  the 
mob  flattering  promifes  of  abidance, 
yet  he  Teems,  from  the  firb  to  have 

re- 


ACCOUNT 

refolved  not  to  expofe  himfelf  to 
danger  on  that  account,  and  to  a- 
void,  if  podible  a  general  engage¬ 
ment. 

“  A  generous  and  grateful  prince 
would  have  adled  very  differently 
towards  an  ally  fo  deferving  of  his 
fupport  *  and  if  either  generofity 
or  gratirude  had  been  the  leading 
principle  of  Philip’s  conduct,  it  is 
probable  he  would,  on  this.occafion, 
have  regarded  the  knights  as  his 
own  fubje&s*  and  have  thought  it 
no  lefs  incumbent  on  him  to  exert 
himfelf  in  their  defence,  than  if  they 
had  acknowledged  him  as  their  fo- 
verejgn. 

‘‘  But  Philip  was  affedled  by  their 
danger  only  fo  far  as  it  threatened 
the  tranquility  of  his  own  domini¬ 
ons.  He  had  refolved  to  interpofe 
in  their  behalf,  rather  than  to  fuffer 
them  to  be  overpowered  ;  but  he 
appears  to  have  been  very  little 
touched  with  their  calamities  ;  and 
to  have  intended  to  leave  them  to 
themfelves,  as  long  as  there  was 
any  profpedt  of  their  being  able  to 
make  refidance  *  by  doing  which 
he  confidered  that  he  would,  not 
only  preferve  his  own  drength  en¬ 
tire,  but  might  afterwards  engage 
with  the  Turks,  when  they  were 
exhaufted  by  the  operations  of  the 
fiege. 

“  Philip  adhered  inflexibly  to  this 
plan,  notwichftanding  the  grand- 
mader’s  repeated  importunities, 
much  longer  than  was  confident 
with  his  own  felfifh  views.  For, 
without  a  degree  of  fortitude  and 
prowefs  on  the  part  of  the  garri- 
fon,  and  a  degree  of  wifdom,  vi- 
gilance,  and  magnanimity,  on  that 
of  the  grand-mafter,  infinitely 
higher  than  there  could  be  reafon 
to  expert,  it  mud  have  been  im- 
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podible  for  fuch  a  handful  of  men 
to  have  withdood,  for  fo  long  a 
time,  fo  great  a  force,  and  fucli 
mighty  efforts  as  were  employed 
to  reduce  them.  Even  the  death 
of  the  grand  mader  alone,  whole 
perfon  was  expofed  to  perpetual 
danger,  would  have  proved  fatal 
to  the  knights,  long  before  Philip 
fent  orders  to  his  viceroy  to  give 
them  any  effectual  fupport ;  and 
in  this  cafe,  as  his  own  dominions 
or  his  deet  would  have  been  im¬ 
mediately  attacked,  he  would  pro¬ 
bably  have  had  little  reafon  to  be 
fatisfied  with  the  timid,  ungener¬ 
ous  councils  which  he  purfued. 

“  Whatever  judgment  may  he 
formed  on  this  head,  the  viceroy 
did  not  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to 
yield  to  the  repeated  applications 
of  the  grand  mader,  till  the  ope¬ 
rations  of  the  fiege  began  to  relax, 
and  the  Turkidi  forces  were  re¬ 
duced  from  forty-five  thoufand  to 
fifteen  or  fixteen  thoufand*  of 
whom  many  were  worn  out  with 
the  fatigues  which  they  had  un¬ 
dergone,  and  others  rendered  unfit 
for  action  by  a  bloody  flux,  which 
for  feveral  weeks  had  raged  amongft 
them. 

“  In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  when 
it  was  probable  that  the  knights 
would,  without  aflidance,  have 
compelled  the  Turks  to  raife  the 
fiege,  the  viceroy  let  the  grand- 
mader  know  that  he  had  now  re¬ 
ceived  fuch  indru£tions  from  the 
king,  as  put  it  in  his  power  to 
(hew  his  attachment  to  the  order  ; 
that  he  was  not  indeed  permitted 
to  attack  the  Turkidi  deet ;  but 
that  he  would  immediately  bring 
him  a  drong  body  of  troops,  whofe 
commanders  (as  he  himfelf  muff 
return  to  Sicily)  were  to  be  entirely 
S  fubjeft 
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fubjedt  to  the  grand-mafter’s  au¬ 
thority,  till  the  enemy  Utould  be 
expelled. 

“  The  viceroy,  altho’  ftill  fuf- 
pe6led  of  interpofing  unneceffa ry 
delays,  at  length  fulfilled  his  pro- 
inife ;  and  on  the  feventh  of  Sep¬ 
tember  landed  fix  thoufand  men, 
under  Don  Alvaro  de  Sande  and 
Afcanio  della  Corna,  in  that  part 
of  the  ifland  which  lay  at  the 
greateft  diftance  from  the  Turks  ; 
after  which  he  immediately  carried 
back  the  fleet  to  Sici!y. 

“  In  the  mean  time,  intelligence 
being  brought  to  Muftapha  that 
the  Spaniards  were  landed,  and 
inarching  towards  him,  he  was 
thrown  into  the  mod  dreadful  con- 
fternation.  Senfible  that  his  fol- 
diers  were  much  difheartened  by 
their  ill  fuccefs,  he  imagined  that 
lie  was  about  to  be  attacked  by  a 
fuperipr  army,  confiding  of  the 
braved  and  bed  difciplined  troops 
in  Spain.  Without  waiting  for  in¬ 
formation  of  their  number,  he 
forthwith  raifed  the  fiege,  drew 
his  garrifon  out  of  St.  Elmo,  and 
leaving  all  his  heavy  cannon  be¬ 
hind  him,  embarked  his  troops 
with  as  much  precipitation  as  if 
the  Spaniards  with  fuperior  forces 
had  been  in  fight.  He  had  fcarcely 
got  on  board  when  a  deferter  ar¬ 
rived  from  the  Spanidi  camp,  and 
informed  him,  that  with  fifteen  or 
fixteen  thoufand  men,  he  had  fled 
before  an  army  that  did  not  exceed 
fix  thoufand,  having  no  general  at 
their  head,  and  commanded  by 
-officers  who  were  independent  of 
one  another.  The  bafba  was  over¬ 
whelmed  with  fliame  and  vexation 
by  this  intelligence,  and  would 
have  immediately  difembarked  ; 
but  this,  he  knew,  he  durft  not 
attempt  -without  consulting  Piali, 


Hafcem,  and  his  other  principal 
officers. 

‘‘  While  he  vras  deliberating  up¬ 
on  it,  the  grand-mafter  improved 
to  the  beft  advantage  the  leifure 
that  was  afforded  him.  He  em¬ 
ployed  all  the  inhabitants,  men,  wo¬ 
men,  and  children,  as  well  as  the 
foldiers,  in  filling  up  the  enemy’s 
trenches,  and  demolifhtng  their 
works  ;  and  put  a  garrifon  without 
delay  into  fort  St.  Elmo  ;  in  which 
the  Turks  now  beheld  from  their 
flips  the  ftandard  of  St.  John  erect¬ 
ed  where  that  of  Mahomet  had 
lately  flood. 

“  This  derocnftrated  to  Mufta¬ 
pha  how  much  new  labour  awaited 
him  in  cafe  he  Should  return  to  the 
fiege  ;  but  being  enraged  againft 
himfelf  upon  account  of  the  precipi¬ 
tancy  of  his  retreat,  and  difquieted 
at  the  thoughts  of  the  reception 
which  he  had  reafon  to  expert 
from  Solyman,  he  wiihed  to  atone 
for  his  imprudence,  and  to  wipe 
off  the  reproach  in  which  it  had 
involved  him,  by  victory  or  death. 
Piali,  who  from  his  jealouly  of 
the  bafha’s  credit  with  the  fultan, 
was  not  forry  for  the  failure  of 
his  enterprife,  reprefented  in  a 
council  of  war  convened  on  this 
occalion,  that  as  the  troops  were 
much  difpirited  and  worn  out,  it 
would  be  expoflng  them  to  certain 
deftru&ion,  either  to  lead  them 
againft-  the  enemy,  or  to  refume 
the  operations  of  the  fiege.  But 
a  majority  of  the  council  were  of 
a  different  opinion;  and  it  was  re- 
folved  to  land  the  forces  agaia 
without  delay. 

“  The  Turkifh  foldiers  com¬ 
plained  bitterly  of  this  unexpected 
resolution,  and  obeyed  the  orders  to 
difembark  with  the  greateft  reluc¬ 
tance.  Their  officers  were  oblige^ 
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to  employ  threats  v\  i r h  fome,  and 
force  with  others.  At  length  the 
mioffier  intended  was  put  on  fhore. 
and  Muftapha  fet  out  at  their  head 
in  fearchof  the  enemy. 

“  The  grand-mafter  had  not  ne^- 

o  .  .  o 

ie£ted  to  give  early  nonce  of  their 
march  to  the  Spanilli  commanders, 
who  had  intrenched  their  little 
army  on  a  fteep  hid,  which  the 
Turks  would  have  hound  aimoft 
Inaccefiible  ;  and  it  was  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  fome  of  the  principal  o di¬ 
cers,  that  they  fhould  avail  tbem- 
feives  of  the  advantage  of  their 
fituaiion.  and  (land  on  their  de¬ 
fence  But  this  propofal  was  re¬ 
jected  with  difdain  by  the  bold  ad¬ 
venturous  De  Sande,  and  the 
greatell  part  of  the  Spamfh  officers; 
and  the  troops  were  led  out  of 
th  eir  encampment,  to  meet  the 
enemy  in  the  open  field.  1  his 
conduct,  more  fortunate  perhaps 
than  prurient*  contributed  to  in- 
creafe  the  dejedtion  of  the  Turkifii 
foldiers,  and  to  facilitate  their  de¬ 
feat.  Having  been  dragged  againft 
their  inclination  to  the  field  of  bat¬ 
tle  ;  and  being  attacked  by  the- 
Spaniards  with  great  fury,  both  in 
front  and  flank,  they  fcarceiy 
fought ;  but,  being  {truck  with  a 
fudden  panic,  they  fled  with  the 
utmoft  precipitation. 

‘‘  Muftapha,  confounded  and  en¬ 
raged  by  this  pufillanimous  beha¬ 
viour  of  his  troops,  was  hurried 
along  by  the  violent  tide  of  the 
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fugitives.  He  fell  twice  from  his 
horfe,  and  would  have  been  taken, 
prifoner,  if  his  officers  had  not  ref- 
cued  him.  The  Spaniards  pur- 
fued  brifkly  till  they  came  to  the 
lea  ftioie.  There  Piali  had  his 
boats  ready  to  receive  the  Turks* 
and  a  number  of  fliallops  filled  with 
mufketeers  drawn  up  to  favour  theif 
efcape.  Without  this  precaution 
they  muft  all  have  periflied-;  and 
even  notwithstanding  the  protec-* 
tion  which  it  afforded  them,  the 
nlimber  of  their  killed  amounted 
to  two  thoufand  men,  while  the 
victors  loft  only  thirteen  or  fourteen 
at  moft. 

“  Such,  after  four  months  conti¬ 
nuance,  Was  the  condufion  of  the 
fiege  of  Malta,  which  will  be  for 
ever  memorable  on  account  of  that 
extraordinary  difplny  of  the  ^mofc 
generous  and  heroic  valour  by 
which  the  knights,  fo  few  in  num¬ 
ber,  were  enabled  to  baffle  the 
moft  vigorous  efforts  which  Could 
be  made  to  fubdue  them  by  the 
moft  powerful  monarch  in  the 
world.  The  news  of  their  deli¬ 
verance  gave  univerfal  joy  to  the 
chriftian  powers ;  and  the  name  ofi 
the  grand-mafter  excited  every¬ 
where  the  higheft  admiration  and 
applaufe.  Congratulations  were 
fertt  him  from  every  quarter;  and 
in  many  ftates  public  rejoicings 
were  celebrated  on  account  of  hig. 
fuccefs,” 
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